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And still another fiendish attem pt to de­
stroy human life and demolish Paradise Mali 
must be recorded. A s the janitor was mak­
ing ready for the Saturday night meeting he 
opened the stove to take a chew of tobacco 
from tbe box he had been keeping there 
since it was decided not to build any more 
fires. To hi3 horror it was discovered that 
some one had placed a two-pound can of 
powder in the stove, aud under ordinary cir­
cumstances he would have started a fire 
without seeing it. The results would have 
been appalling. Samuel Shin, who always 
sits nearest the stove, would have gone out 
oi the opposite window and demolished the 
entire rear-end of a second-hand clothing 
store. Giveadam Jones would have been 
lifted off his stool and dashed into .the ante­
room, knocking down the Keeper of the 
Pass-W ord and utterly  smashing a jug con­
taining five pints of kerosene oil. W ay down 
Bebee would have been subjected to a pres­
sure of 2 2 ,0 0 0  pounds to the square inch and 
under this terrific strain he must have gone 
scooting up the hall and plumped dead 
a.gainst Sir Isaac W alpole, smashing the old 
man to pulp in the wink of an eye. Brother 
Gardner would have been blown against the 
iron safe containing over $600, and rebound­
ing from thence he would have struck Kld- 
er Toots, killed him stone dead, passed close 
to Fickles Sm ith’s ear, and brought up 
against the chimney, falling to the floor a 
lifeless mass of dark-colored clay. Every 
lamp chimney would have been broken—  
every window demolished, and every one of 
the nineteen joints of stovepipe would have 
struck a separate head in falling. Paradise 
H all m ight not have been entirely demolish­
ed, but it would have taken at least $13 to 
cover actual damages, to say nothing of the 
loss of valuable lives.

THE EYE OF P R O V ID E N C E .

“ Let dis be anoder warnin' to you dat de 
eye of Providence am alius watchin’ out,” 
said Brother Gardner in his opening. “ De 
good am sartin to be protected, while debat? 
w ill sooner or later arrove at some awful 
end. Had we been de Common Council, a 
political convention, or a State Legislachur, 
dat fiah would have been built, dat powder 
would have gone off, an’ dis hall would have 
bin de picture of dcsolasliun an’ death. De 
Janitor, who now receives a salary of seven 
ty-five cents per week, w ill have it  increa­
sed to eighty, and in fucher his seat w ill be 
under de bust of Andrew Jackson. W e w ill 
now pass de water an’ pnrcecd to busi­
ness,”

E L E C T IO N .

Tkefollowing members were elected amidst 
a silence so profound th at when Col. Jones 
moved his feet to cross his legs everybody 
thought the roof was falling in: Truthful
Baker, Samuel Kyhoes, Judge Perkins, Ver 
tigo Hastings, Prof. Hooper, D ayball W hite 
and G ulliver Jackson. ^

NO ALLIANCE.
Some time since the Lime-kiln Club was 

asked to co-operate w ith  the “ Earnest En­
deavor C lub,” of Portsmouth, Ohio, in mat 
ters pertaining to the elevation of the color­
ed race. W ay down Bebee and Prof. Pin­
nacle were appointed a committee to investi­
gate the record and standing of said club 
and they now reported against any alliance,
The had discovered that Morth Law, the 
president of said club, was a man who made 
a business of passing tw enty-cent pieces for 
quarters, and Hank Burton, B ill Montgome­
ry, and other members played the string 
game for a living. The “ earnest endeavors’ 
of all members seemed to be to live without 
hard work, and to make strangers pay for 
their drinks.

TIIE S IC K .

The Committee on the Sick reported that 
Brothers Green, Bartholomew, Davis and 
Cudder were sick abed and in need of 
aid from the relief fund, and Brother Gard­
ner appointed an investigating committee 
and added :

“ I  understan’ dat de hull fo’ war tak 
en sick at de same time, an ’ dat it was short­
ly  arter drinkin’ a new beverage concocted 
by Brudder Green. I t  am said dat he mix 
ed lager beer, skimmed milk an’ cold tea to­
gether to make a beverage to take along to 
picnics, an’ dat it  wasn’t a success. W  
want de full perticklers. I f  a  member falls 
down an’ breaks his leg or cracks a rib wc 
w ill cheerfully aid him. If he gits upsot 
while experimentin’ on drinks he urns’ pull 
frew de bes’ way he k in .”

CAN’T TELL YET.
Giveadam Jones said he arose in search of 

information. H e had received several letters 
inquiring if the Lim e-kiln Club and the spe­
cial session of the Michigan Legislature, 
which convened on the 23rd inst., would act 
in harmony.

Judge Cadwalader added that he had 
received two such inquiries from North 
Carolina, and was holding them for a deci­
sion.

“ De matter am not yet decided,” said 
Brother Gardner in reply. “ W hile no one 
kin doubt dat a  perfeck undcrstandin’ be­
tween de tw o bodies would result in degin- 
eral good, it seems to me dat de fust propo­
sals for an alliance should come from Lan­
sing. D ey legislate for de single State of 
Michigan— we fur de hull world. D ey sot 
for a few days an’ drawdeir pay an’ go home 
to be heard of no mo’. W e meet fifty-two 
evenin’s in de y ’ar, an’ kin alius be heard of 
day or night, winter or summer. I f  de Legis­
lachur desires to meet us half way it kin 
have de benefit of our records, reports an’ 
estimates, an’ Paradise H all w ill be made de 
headquarters of sich members as may wisit 
Detroit. I f  dat body decides to go alone, 
we shall leave it  to its fate.”

RECOXSIDERED.
The Committee on Petitions reported 

that they desired to reopen the case of Prof.
Elbow Shinbow, of Berkley, Va. The P ro­
fessor had made application to join the club 
when report came that he had been arrested 
in W heeling for having four wives. This of 
course pigeon-holed the petition, but now 
comes the Professor with an affidavit signed 
by himself anti twenty-six other citizens of 
B erkley to the effect that the W heeling 
bigamist was really one J ames Populi 
Swipes, anti th at he boldly and w ith malice 
aforethought took the sacred cognomen of 
the Professor in order to work him injury.
The committee being satisfied th at a great 
wrong had been done, recommended that the 
rules be suspended and the Professor be elec­

ted. A  motion to that < 
the Professor can now 1 
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The Committee on Astronomy, submitted j 
heir regular monthly report, as follows : 

Number of dark nights since last report, 
twenty-two.

Number of comets discovered, three, but 
too far off to cause any run on the bank.

Lim c-Kiln Club estimate of the distance 
to the sun, about five miles; to the moon, 
about the same.

The committee further announced that 
they had changed the name of Venus to 
“ Sarah;” of Jupiter to “ Charles H enry,” of 
Mars to “ Andrew Jackson,” and of Saturn 
to “ Sam Johnson.” Astronomers through­
out the country w ill please take notice and 
govern themselves accordingly. Further 
changes w ill be made as spring opehs and 
the roads improve.

A  W O R D  OF A D V I C E .

“ I notis,”  said the old man as he looked 
carefully around him w ith one eve half clos­
ed, “ I notis dat sartin cull’d men of Detroit 
demand representasliun on de purleece fo’ce 

n’ dat a meetin’ has been called to take ax- 
shun in de case. I  doan’ ’w ant members ef 
dis club to mix up in de m atter nohow. If 
de time has arrove to put black men on de 
purleece fo’ce it has arrove to put ’em in dry 
goods stores, c ity  oil ices, and all odder 
places. De attem pt to bulldoze do white 
people w ill be a failure. As black men we 
have our own fields of operashuns. If de 
white folks doan’ interfere wid us why 
should we interfere wid 'em? N o honest, in­
dustrious cull’d man has aiiy lack of work 
or friends. Bewar’ how you let de half doz­
en black political shysters of M ichigan use 
your paws to pull deir chestnuts out of de 
fiah. W e w ill now somnambulate to our 
homes. L et de band play ‘Twins in de Cra­
dle’ as we go out, an’ de pusson who takes 
m y umbrella by mistake w ill feel drefful on- 
easy befo’ de week am ou t.”
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D a i ly  F o o d  o f  H u n d r e d s  c i ‘ M illio n s .

Hice is a cereal of even greater importance 
than wheat, for it is more largely grown and 
consumed than any other article of daily 
food. Rice is, indeed, the “ staff of life”  of 
a  third of the human race. The botanical 
name of rice is oryza sativa. W hen in ear 
it bears a closer resemblance perhaps to bar­
ley than any other com plant grown in Eng­
land, each grain being terminated w ith an 
aure or beard, and is enclosed in a rough 
yellow husk. The stalk is not unlike 
of wheat, but the joints are more nuin 
ous. I t  appears to have been originally a 
native of the East Indies, but is now culti­
vated in all quarters o f  the globe, and almost 
wherever the necessary conditions of 
warmth and moisture are suitable. The la t­
ter especially it needs, i t is cultivated, it 
is almost heedless to say, very exclusively 
in India, China, Cochin China, and other 
south-eastern parts of Asia, Japan, Egypt, 
&c. I t  is from India that very large supplies 
come; and the quantity ofBurm ah rice ship­
ped during the past year was no less than 
738,200 tons. In the south of Europe it is 
grown to some extent, principally on the 
plains of Lombardy, and in Valencia, in 
Spain. Iiice is deficient in flesh-forming 
substances, but has a laiger amount of fat- 
forming or heat-giving substances than any 
other grain. I t  is as Professor Church points 
out in his work on food, most usefully em­
ployed when it  is consumed along with ar­
ticles rich in nitrogenous or flesh-forming 
matters. Thus it m ay be used w ith meat, 
eggs, and any kind of pulse, as peas or beans. 
I t  should not be boiled, but merely (as good 
housewives are aware) steamed till tender, 
for it  yields to boiling w ater a considerable 
part of its nitrogenous and mineral consti­
tuents— these compounds, in fact, in which 
it was already deficient. But this objection 
to boiling rice, does not, of course, apply to 
its use in soups. I t  cannot be substituted 
for green vegetables for any length of time 
w ithout an unhealthy condition of the body, 
and sometines scurvy being the result. In 
hot climates, however, it is peculiarly well 
adapted for food, as it appears to be almost 
a  cure for dysentery and other bowel com­
plaints, independently of which it is a suffi­
ciently nutritious food without being heat­
ing. A  pound of it contains somewhat over 
tw elve ounces of starch, more than tv\ o oun­
ces of water, an ounce of fibrin, &c. : the 
other constituents being fat, cellulose, and 
mineral matter.

G e n e r a l S iio b c le lt .

Some interesting remarks concerning Gen. 
Skobelett are contributed to the Cologne 
Gazette by one of its correspondents, who 
had gootl opportunities c f observing him 
during the Russo-Turkish war. The popular 
notion that Gen. Skobelett is a dashing 
cavalry officer, full of warlike enthusiasm, 
is, according to this correspondent, entirely 
false. His extraordinary personal courage 
w as not the fruit of impulse, but of calm re­
flection . ‘ *1 once remarked to the (I eneral, ” 
says the correspondent, “  that he acted very

elf
htest

pleasure to let the Turk 
I go into danger I have 
M y superiors envy me on account of my 
success, and would gladly take an opportun­
ity  of getting rid of me. 'The only way, 
therefore, of keeping my place is to make 
m y troops so enthusiastically attached to 
me that they w ill follow me anywhere, and 
make me indispensable ; and in order to do 
this I must behave w ith th at reckless brave­
ry which always endears a commander to 
his men.”

S c o tc h  L a u d  R e n t  R e d u c tio n s .

I t  seems to have escaped the notice of 
those who are screeching against the de­
cisions of the commissioners that Scotch 
landlords are almost everywhere re-letting 
their farms at quite as large, and, in many 
cases, at a much larger reduction than the 
judicial average in Ireland; 1 have received 
particulars of several cases w hi,h  1  com­
mend to the attention of the aggrieved 
landlords and their ranting partisans whose 
zeal is by no means in accordance with their 
knowledge. A  large farm in W est Fife, 
having been re-valued, is to be let at £700, 
instead of £ 1 , 10 0 , while the rent of another 
in the same district is to be reduced 10 s, per 
acre.

I N  T H E  I N T S H B S T S  « F  S C IE N C E .

T L e  I n c r e d ib le  T o r tu r e s  to  W h le b  A n i ­
m a ls  a r e  S u b je c t© #  fey th e  V iv is e e -  
t io a is  is .

i.ucduc Spectator.

M. Jules Scholl is a Swiss literary gentle­
man of distinction, member of the A siatic 
society of Paris, author of a learned work on 
Islam, etc. I*n September, 1879, M. Scholl 
left his retreat among the A lps and set-fed 
himself at Lausanne, to work out, with the 
help of French, German and English treat­
ises and reports, a book which should serve 
to acquaint the governments of Europe with 
the nature of contemporary vivisection. In 
spite of failing eyesight, M. Scholl has now 
completed his task ; and if  every English 
voter could but read his pages, there would 
be very little  question afterward, we be­
lieve, of the fate of the tw o measures re­
spectively, intended to repeal the exist­
ing act against vivisection and to strengthen 
it.

Notably, there are the cruel and useless 
experiments on poisons (of which we are 
threatened with fresh repetitions just now) 
— Dr. Bonnet’s 619 trials on dogs and rab­
bits, which Dr. Bennet himself confessed 
were so little  satisfactory that he abandoned 
them ; Dr. F ayrer’s 280 experiments w ith 
serpent’s poison on cats and dogs, etc. W e 
must try to condense into one extract some 
specimen of what follows. In every case, 
chapter and verse is given b y  M. Scholl. 
Here are a few samples of experiments. 
“ Plastering a terriers muzzle w ith gyp sum : 
Varnishing and oil-painting dogs and rab­
bits (varied in a ‘ very interesting’ manner 
by  the thickness of the coat of paint and 
the surface covered). Injecting chromic 
acid into tlie cronia of dogs and rabbits. 
Experiments on the pancreas, by dragging 
it w ith  pincers out of a wound in the side, 
and replacing it with tubes sticking in it  ; 
the records commencing by the observation 
that the ‘ organ is so extremely sensitive 
that it is necessary to choose animals which 
can best sustain pain.’ Baking of animals 
alive in stoves by Delaroche and Berger, as 
w ell as by  Bernard ; a table of time needful 
to k ill dogs of equal size at various degrees 
of heat— maximum, th irty  minutes, mini­
mum, eighteen, at 120 centigrade. Innum­
erable operations on the vertebral column, 
remarked by Cyon to be * perhaps the most 
painful operation of all for the animal. 
H eclard praises Bernard for a most ingeni­
ous proceeding for taking aw ay altogether 
the

SPINAL NERVE FROM A LIVING ANIMAL.

I t  consists in seizing the spinal nerve at the 
hole opened in the back, and effecting, by 
tearing it  out, the destruction of its roots. 
Blatin mentions hearing Flourens say that 
M ajendie had sacrificed four thousand dogs 
to prove B ell’s theory of the nerves, and 
four thousand more to disprove of the same, 
and that he, Flourens, had shown,by vivisec- 
ing still some thousands more, that B ell 
was right. N ext come experiments on the 
brain. Dr. Munk, of Berlin, condemns 
Ferrier. His examinations (Munk says) 
were done in a totally inefficient manner. 
Erroneous results have followed. The prin­
ciples laid down by Ferrier differ in nothing 
from an arbitrary edifice, and his other 
views are utterly worthless (ebenso werthlos). 
For himself M unk says, ‘ I  have procured 
twenty-nine animals for experimenting on 
the ape. I lost eight. On the rest I prac­
ticed about fifty  experiments# on the visual 
and the factile sphere. The number wa 
small compared to m y experiments on dogs, 
owing to the rariety of the material.’ Again 
and over again the sensibility and intelli­
gence of the mutilated monkeys were tested 
by the whip, or by lighted matches burning 
their muzzles, and after extirpating por­
tions of its brain, a dog was kept without 
water for days waiting its last mutilation. 
Another blinded and mutilated creature re­
sisted the operator’s blows (Prugel) to make 
it move. Sometimes the victim s are kept 
alive for months, but this is said to be dif­
ficult, ‘ because the m utilated hemispheres 
of the brain become excessively sensitive, 
and the terror and anguish which are the 
consequences of the operations (Schrecken 
nnd Angst) bring on inflamations, etc. Such 
things, however, are described by tho 
vivisector as ‘ beautiful (“ schone” ) cerebral 
inflammations ;’ and he proceeds to still 
more ‘ interesting’ observations. H err 
Golt-z (another rival of Prof. Ferrier’s, and 
the honored guest of the British public at 
the recent congress) is in the habit of 

‘ RINSING OUT THE BRAIN,’ 
u n kin g  it squirt forth out of a hole ‘ like a 
mushroom.’ Here is one of his cases : ‘ A  
vigorous bulldog on Nov. 8 , 1875, had two 
holes made in his s k u ll; the brain rinsed. 
Became blind Nov. 10. Dec. 11, ablation 
of the eye. Jan. 10. 1S70, another trepan­
ning, and more brain rinsed o u t : the dog 
became idiotic. Feb 5, third rinsing of 
brain ; a purulent m eningitis sets in, and 
the dog dies Feb. 15. Sim ilar histories of 
other dogs arc repeated again and again, 
w ith  the same remarks on the growing 
blindness, idiocy, and helplessness of the 
victim s. In one case, on a fourth opera­
tion, there was not room left for another 
hole on the le ft side, so a large space of 
bone between the old and new holes was 
broken down.’ A  ‘ remarkable’ experiment 
is made by putting tbe blinded dog on a 
table and trying to make him jump down. 
Then followed an ‘ interesting’ experiment 
of squirting water on the animal, and m ak­
ing it. in its terror, ‘ knock itse lf against a 

| chair, laid purposely in its w a y .’
“ Twice more was this dog mutilated, anti 

j then it died of meningitis. The sum total 
of results was— ‘the dogs all lost the faculty 

j of using the right paw.’
“ The experiments of M. Paul Bert (the 

new minister of worship and instruction in 
1 France) are numbered by hundreds, and are 
1 perhaps - the most terrible of all. A  dog 

(No. 278 of his victims), described as a ‘new 
dog,’ because not hitherto tortured, is'placed 
under the compression of eight atmospheres 
from 3.56 P. M. to 4.45 P. M. W hen ta k ­
en out of the machine its throat is full of 
foam, its paws are stiff, its whole body in 
tonic convulsions. B y 5 o’clock the #on- 
vulsions are of extreme violence, the eyes 
are convulsed. A t  half-past 5 fresh con­
vulsions are excited b y  shaking the table 
and pushing a thermometer into the body. 
The animal grinds its teeth as if to crush 
them. A t  11 next morning it  is found lying 
still, w ith permanent contraction of the 
limbs, and dies in the course of the day. 
Another dog, No. 286, withdrawn from the 
machine in convulsions, becomes stiffened,

so that the ‘animal may b«g carried by one 
pair, like apiece of wood.’ A  cat subjected 
to the same experiment feebly mews and 
crawls on its forepaws, and, when dissected, 
shows a marrow ‘which Jows lik e  cream. ' ”

P r in c e  L e o p o ld ’s  B r id e .

The Princess Helena ot W aideck is going 
to Paris, says The London Truth, to buy 
her trousseau. She w ill procure it  a t estab­
lishments patronized by the queen of H ol­
land, and is to be taken to them incognito by 
a lady attached to the Dutch legation. I 
am told th at queen Emma is showing her­
self very generous to her sister, who is to 
stay with her from the time she has done 
w ith her Parisian outfitters until .she goes to 
England to get married. The ducal fam ily 
of Pyrm ont-W aldeck is old, proud, and far 
from rich. M ost of its domestic arrange­
ments have been made on the needs-must 
principle. I f  the portions of the numerous 
daughters of this house had not been fairly 
good the eldest of them would not now be 
queen of Holland. Princess Helena is of a , 
romantic disposition, although something of 
a blue stocking. H er father’s little  state is 
beautifully picturesque and fearfully pov­
erty  stricken. I t  is a country of high hills, 
wcoded glens, and braw ling streams and 
streim lets. Prince Leopold met his future 
wife at Rupenheim. She is connected with 
the royal fam ily of England, through the 
duchess of Cambridge and the Princess of 
W ales, and was highly spoken of by  the 
grand duke of Hesse-Darmstadt. He opined 
th at she would be just the person to lead 
w ith  the prince a quiet, studious life at 
Claremont, and be, if his health broke 
down, a ministering angel to  him. A  mem­
ber of an embassy here has told me that 
the Princess Helena would make an ideal 
wife fo r . an earnest and charity-disposed 
English rector. Through the Nassau fami­
ly  she has some great and wealthy.relations, 
but she has not been reared in grand style. 
She is tres-simplete, fair, fresh, gentle, and 
of a cheerful, even temper, and, though not 
very distingue, she is certainly not rustic in 
her unaffected simplicity.

The queen of Holland, by  the by, is com­
ing out as a  leader of society at The Hague. 
She is  fond of elegant toilets, music, danc­
ing, and such gayeties as the Dutch capital 
affords. I t  appears th at she has grown 
quite p retty  since her marriage. H er hair, 
which is of a burnished blonde color, is very 
fine, and she understands how to dress it  to 
advantage. The complexion is made up of 
roses and lilies, and the neck and arms, if 
wanting in purity of outline, are beautiful­
ly  w hite and plump. B lue is her m ajesty’s 
favorite color. She sits in a boudoir hung 
w ith 1due silk, decorated with Nankin blue 
porcelain, and she often dresses in blues of 
various shades. A t  a  ball given at the pal­
ace about ten days ago she was in a w hite 
satin skirt, covered w ith old point la  e, sky 
blue corsage and train, and had her garni­
tures and head-dress blue feathers and 
pearls. The sister of the duchess of Con­
naught has thrown aside her w idow ’s weeds 
and was at the ball. She and the queen 
danced into the email hours of the morning. 
Princess Pauline, the youthful heiress pre­
sum ptive, suffers from her teeth, and does 
not appear to have a  robust constitution. 
She may not, therefore, stand in the w ay of 
the grand ducal fam ily of Saxe-W eimar. 
The prince of Orange, on the other hand, 
is not so w retchedly delicate as he was, but 
he keeps aloof from his father and stepmoth­
er, and is engaged in collecting materials for 
a history of the Dutch branch -of the- N as­
sau fam ily, which he believes has got to the 
end of its tether.

N O T E S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

Mrs. Susan Edson, Garfield’s faithful 
nurse, last week made a call upon President 
Arthur.

The disease known as “  American pink 
eye”  is rapidly spreading among horses in 
Liverpool.

“ A  lobster never comes ashore,”  says an 
old fishmonger, “ without great risk of get­
ting into hot w ater.”

The Emperor of Germany took part in the 
inarch round the grand hall a t the Berlin Op­
era house a fortnight ago.

M any swell New Y orkers are burning wax 
candles instead of gas, thinking it more aes­
thetic to illuminate in th at way.

Garibaldi says a man should live fifty  years 
and no longer. I t  depends a good deal what 
kind of a  life he is leading.

Nilsson’s sight has been greatly impaired 
by her constant crying over the illness of 
her husband, and she is compelled to wear 
glasses.

The c ity  fathers of M ontreal compel the 
street railway companies of th at c ity  to 
pay $6 ,0 0 0  annually into the municipal trea- 
sury.

A  Mississippi farmer says that the great 
trouble w ith the people in his country is 
that.every body is trying to make an “ easy” 
living,

The Phrenological Journal says that tre i 
planting should be largely increased, as it 
improves the drainage of the soil anti the 
leaves absorb dampness.

The Boston Star says that the chief trou­
ble w ith the age in which we live is that it 
believes too much in varmsli and veneer, and 
too little  in solid wood.

Florida papers say th at the bronze or rus­
ty  oranges arc much the sweetest, and can 
be kept longer than the ripe fruit, but th at 
they w ill not sell at the north for half the 
price of the fair fruit.

A s there is no lady at the W hite House, 
M Isj /Fruiinghuysen, the daughter of the 
Secretary of State, runs over and directs the 
steward how to arrange the table when the 
President gives a dinner party.

Frederick M ay, whoso duel w ith James 
Gordon Bennett still lives in memory, was 
married last week in San Francisco to a 
niece of the late millionaire, O ’Brien. The 
bride’s mother is worth several millions.

A  N ew  Y o rk  correspondent says th at this 
has been the best kind of a  w inter for rose 
bud style of girls, for nearly all have be­
come engaged, and tlie engagement society 
regards as of the “  entirely satisfactory” 
kind.

The Boston Globe thinks, as we all do, that 
when a woman does a man’s work she should 
get a man’s pay. I t  also adds, “ th at as a 
rule, when they are obliged to work, women 
have as much responsibility to shoulder as 
men.”

M IS  C S L L A N E O U S  IT E M S .

Detroit has a house of Correction which 
last year paid a profit of $36,000.

T he  recent elections for the Hawaiian 
assembly indicate the complete downfall of 
the old missionary influence in the sandwich 
islands.

The ex-Queen of Spain buys a  ticket in 
every lottery of which she hears, repeating 
the proverb, ‘ never shut the door against 
fortune.”

A  negro woman of Kansas C ity  adver­
tises that i f  the parents of an infant late­
ly  left with her do not immediately claim 
it and pay charges she w ill dispose of it at 
auction.

A n astrologer in N evada prophesies, and 
backs up his prediction with a  wager of 
an oyster supper, that some monarch now 
reigning in Europe w ill die during the month 
of March.

The death of a  girl in a  ballroom at 
Georgetown, Colorado, was caused by tight 
lacing. She did not squeeze kerself from 
choice, but because she wore her slenderer 
sister’s dress.

Gen. G aribaldi’s health is so much better 
th at he wishes to go to Palermo to‘attend the 
commemoration there of the Sicilian vespers, 
which w ill begin on the 31st of March and 
continue four days.

A  play bill dropped from the gallery ot 
the V olks Theatre, Copenhagen, took fire 
from a gas je t  in its fall, and, alighting 
on a lady’s head, burned off her bonnet and 
nearly a ll the hair before the flames could 
be extinguished.

In a,trial before a  Justice at Dodge City, 
Kansas, a  witness who was being bullyrag­
ged by a cross-examining law yer called on 
the Court for protection. The Justice hand­
ed him a pistol. “ I have no further ques­
tions,”  said the law yer.

The religious revival in Louisville has ta­
ken an exciting hold on the negroes, tw enty 
three of whom Were immersed in one even­
ing. An im patient convert, unable to re­
strain himself until his turn came, threw 
himself head foremost into the water.

The popularity of the violin among the 
laboring classes of England was recently 
shown by the attendance of over 400 appli­
cants for instructions a t the recent opening 
of the “ penny violin classes,”  at Birm ing­
ham. Only a  penny a  lesson is charg­
ed, the instruction being given in large 
classes.

Late estimates indicate th at nearly a 
million acres of French vineyards have been 
turned to other uses, and th at more than 
two-thirds of the remainder are more or less 
affected by the phylloxera. E very where in 
in the wine districts windlasses are at 
work tearing up the shrivelled and black­
ened stalks of the vines to be carted awav 
for firewood.

M r. C arlyle gave the lately  discovered 
manuscript of his Irish diary to a  friend 
who is now dead, and who preserved it  as a 
kind of secret treasure so carefully that its 
existence was long unknown, The style  is 
described as racy, and it contains many frank 
observations on such points of national char­
acter as are of the highest interest at the 
present political juncture. Mr. Froude is 
greatly impressed w ith its importance, and 
intends to write ail introduction to it.

Here is a  real adventure in the far W est 
for boys to read : Christian Alison, aged 12, 
^ ,iiW d J n to _ U ta h . He was employed o 
while on a sheep rancH7~nHT\PUS -
to do the work, and was discharged. For, 
tw enty days the poor little  fellow trudged 
aimlessly about, in bitter cold weather, 
scantily clothed and fed. One day îc was 
found insensible in a  snow drift, w ith a lit­
tle  flour in a tin pail as his entire stock of 
provisions, and so badly frozen that, on be­
ing sent to Salt Lake for treatment, his feet 
were amputated.

U niversity professors in Melbourne have 
a  rather startling w ay of deciding their dis­
putes, and two of them have recently bee® 
punished for disorderly conduct in doing so. 
There was an election of President of the 
faculty which caused a  good deal of sharp 
canvassing. A t  the voting one of the pro­
fessors, named Narson, being accused by 
Elkington of voting unfairly, retorted by 
calling Elkington a liar. Prof. Elkington, 
therefore, knocked Prof. Narson down, and 
he has since been suspended for a month 
from his duties and emoluments. Narson 
got oft* w ith a fine of £50.

A  new method of municipal transportation 
is about to be tested in Boston. B y means 
of a system of coupons the passenger, upon 
his arrival in Boston, can take a  coupe, es­
pecially reserved for him, and be conveyed 
directly and speedily to any part of tlie city 
desired. No attention to his baggage will 
be required, as th at w ill be provided for by 
the company and w ill follow' him at once to 
his hotel, residence, or office as ordered. 
The company having charge of the m atter is 
now comple ting the details of the arrange­
ment-, and already lias contracted for 
the construction of several elegant coupes 
and cabs.

A  man named Pietro Fosco recently die I 
a t a hotel in Pesth, where he had been a 
w aiter who, in 1 S7 2 . under a much more 
sounding title, took the tradesmen of Paris 
by storm. He appeared in the French capi­
tal as the Marshal-Count Bustello Foscolo, 
Due de Busignano, Patrician of Venice, a t­
tached to the person of IT. R. H. the Prince 
of Skanderporg, K in g of Epirus and Albania. 
Due de Busigano was known everywhere, 
and it is supposed th at his career furnished 
Daudet w ith material for his “ Kings in. E x ­
ile .”  H e went out in search ot men who 
wished for rank and distinction and were 
willing to pay for it, and promised them in­
terviews w ith his Royal Highness, chief of 
the most knightly  Order of the Star of Epir­
us. A t  last the police looked up the 
“ K in g ’s”  record, and, learning their inten­
tions, his M ajesty escaped, leaving the M ar­
shal as a guarantee for his return. The la t­
ter was tried on a charge of sw indling; his 
real name, Pietro Fosco, was flung at him ; 
but, w ith tears in his eyes, he told his Jud­
ges the vicissitudes of his noble family, and 
how his ancestor, Marino Faliero, had been 
beheaded on the G iant’s Staircase. He failed 
to move them, and was sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment, wkich he underwent 
w ith  becoming dignity, aided by trifling 
presents sent by  elderly ladies who sym path­
ized w ith him, and really believed him 
to be a persecuted and unfortunate noble­
man.


