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FRENCH IN TBE SCHOOLS.

The Ontario Government Commissioners Make 
Their Report.

GENEBAL EEOOMMENDATIONS.
T he Com m issioners appointed by th e  

M in ister of E duoation  to  inqu ire  in to  the  
teach ing  of E nglish  in  th e  Bohools in  the  
F renoh  d istr ic ts  in  th e  oounties of P re s ­
cott, Russell, .Essex, K ent and Simcoe 
have com pleted th e ir  w ork and  handed 
in th e ir  repo rt to th e  M in ister of E d u o a­
tion . T he following are  ex trac ts from  the  
repo rt :

Before speaking in detail of w hat are 
com m only known as th e  F re n ch  schools in 
these oonnties, it  m ay  no t be out of place 
to  speak of th e  im m igration  of th e  F ren ch  
people, and of th e  circum stances under 
w hich  theee schools were established.

T he first se ttlers, who were E nglish- 
speaking people, settled  chiefly upon th e  
high lands, and left unoccupied th e  low or 
sw am p lands, of w hich th e re  were Urge 
areas th a t  could be reclaim ed only by very 
great labor.

T he firet F ren ch  C anadian  se ttle rs went 
in to  th is  p a r t of th e  P rovince as lu m ­
berm en, and  finding th e  soil good, they  
purchased  these unoccupied lands a t  a low 
price and se ttled  upon them  in large n u m ­
bers.

T he increase in  tho F renoh-speaking 
population  during  th e  pas t th irty -e ig h t or 
fo rty  years has been very m arked, as is 
shown by th e  following oensus re tu rn s  for 
th e  years 1851, 18G1, 1871 and 1881 :

T o ta l F re n c h  
p o p l’n . p o p l’n.

1851............................................................. 13,357 4,126
1861..........................   2-2,323 9,447
1871............................................................  35,991 15,223
1881............................................................. 47,939 24,223
In c re a se  p r  c’n t. from  1851 to  1861. 67 129

“ “  “ 1861 to  1871. 61 61
"  “ “ 1871 to  1881. 33 60

D uring  the  раз! tw enty  yeara m any of 
th e  English-speaking people have rem oved 
to  o th er p a rts  of th e  oountry and  very few 
of th a t  olasB have moved in to  th e  oounties. 
T he resu lt is th a t  th e  inorease of th e  E n g ­
lish  population  h as been less th a n  th a t  of 
th e  Frenoh.

W hile unoooupied lands could be ob­
ta ined  th e  im m igra tion  of F renoh  C an a­
dians continued ; b u t as nearly  all these 
lands have now bsen purchased and brought 
under cultivation, thiB im m igration  has of 
la te  been very m uoh reduoed. Several of 
th e  old se ttle rs to ld  us th a t  during  the  
past four o r five years it  h ad  alm ost en­
tire ly  oeased. T hey also sta ted  th a t  m any 
F renoh  se ttle rs h ad  reoently  sold th e ir  
fa rm s and rem oved to  M anitoba o r the 
W estern  S ta tes.

FREN CH  LANGUAGE IN  T IIE  SCHOOLS.

As th e  F renoh  C anadian  people and the  
English-speaking people, on ooming in to  
th e  d istric t, se ttled  in  separa te  com m uni­
ties, th e  sohool seotions beoame, to  a 
great ex tent, essentially  F ren ch  or essen­
tia lly  E nglish . T he boundary  Ііпев are  not 
alw ays d istino tly  draw n, yet, in m ost cases, 
th e  early  d istinctive rac ia l oharaoter of 
neighborhoods s till rem ains. As an  evidence 
of th is , we found th a t  in no less th a n  th ir ty  
schools every child  whose nam e was entered 
on the  roll was of F rench-speaking paren ts. 
As whole sections were settled  by the 
F renoh , or as a m ajo rity  of th e  people in  a 
section beoame Frenoh, teaohers who oould 
вреак F rench  were em ployed, and F rench  
became th e  language of m any sohools, as it 
w as already th e  language of th e  sections. 
The presen t E ng lish  schools havo alw ays 
been E nglish  since they  were first estab ­
lished, and m ost of th e  Frenoh  Bohools have 
alw ays been Frenoh , yot in a few cases 
schools whioh were form erly  E nglish  and in 
whioh E ng lish  teaohers were em ployed aro 
now tau g h t by F rench-speaking teachers. 
T h is  is due to th e  greater increase of th o  
F rench  population. In  all савез w here  
E nglieh  ohildren a tten d  F rench  schools, 
inepootorB and  tru stees m ake special effo rts  
to  secure the  services of teaohers who can 
speak bo th  E nglish  and Frenoh . In  th is , 
however, they  are  som etim es not very suc­
cessful, and m any E nglish  p aren ts com plain 
th a t  th e ir  ch ildren  are  im perfectly  taugh t 
by F ren ch  teachers, whose knowledge of 
E ng lish  is too lim ited  to  enable th em  to 
im p art in stru c tio n  p roperly  in  th a t  la n ­
guage. F o r th is  reason some have taken  
th e ir  ohildren from  th e ir  own school w hich 
is tau g h t by a F rench  teaoher, and  havo 
sent them  to an E ng lish  school in  ano ther 
section. F ren ch  ra tepayers also contend 
th a t  th e ir  ohildren som etim es reoeive but 
soant juBtioe from  teachers who cannot 
speak Frenoh .
OFFICIA L RECOGNITION OF FREN CH  LANGUAGE.

W e find th a t  as fa r back as 1851 it  was 
ordered by th e  Council of P ublic  In s tru c ­
tion  “  In  regard  to teachers of F rench , th a t  
a  knowledge of F renoh  g ram m ar be substi­
tu ted  for a knowledge of E nglish  gram m ar, 
and th a t  th e  certificate to  tho teacher bo 
expressly lim ited  accordingly.”

B y resolution of th e  Council of Public 
Ine truo tion , dated  A pril 20th, 1868, th e  fo l­
lowing F renoh  text-books wore authorized  
for use in  F re n ch  schools in  O ntario  :

"  C ours d 'A rith m é tiq u e  C om m erciale ."
" A breqe de la  G eog raph ie  M oderne.”
" L a  G eog raph ie  M oderne.”
“  G ram m aire  p ra t iq u e  de la  L a n g u e  A nglaise .” 
"  T ra ite  E le m e n ta iro  d ’A rith m é tiq u e ."
“ L e P re m ie r  L ivro  de  rK n fan ee ."
"  C ours do V ersions A nglaises.”
“ G ram m aire  F ran ç a ise  E lem e n ta iro .”
"  T ra ite  do C alcul M en ta l.”
I t  does no t appear th a t  th is  continued 

use of F ren ch  text-books arises from  a 
desire on the  p a r t of th e  F rench  to exclude 
th e  E nglish  language from  th e  schools. 
W e oonversed w ith  all claE sesof tho F rench  
people, a f t  th ey  invariab ly  expressed 
them selves not only as willing, bu t as de­
sirous th a t  th e ir  ch ild ren  should learn  the  
E nglish  language. T hey a ro  also desirous 
th a t  th ey  shall learn  to  read  and  w rito in 
F ren ch —th e ir  m other tongne.

TEAOHERS.

A b already  Btatod, F rench-speaking  
teaohers are  usually  em ployed in  schools 
w here th e  m ajo rity  of th e  рпріів are 
F rench , and, a lthough four E nglish- 
speaking teachers arc em ployed in  such 
Bchools, yet theso teaohers speak F ronch  
fluently.

T he supply of teachers has been obtained 
in th e  past alm ost entirely  (1) from  the 
P ublic  Sohoola w ith in  th e  counties, and (2) 
from  various educational in stitu tio n s in 
O ttaw a and in  th e  Frovince of Quebec. Of 
th e  six ty-nine teaohers employed in  the  
F ren ch  Schools inspected by ns, only th ree  
had  a ttended  a H igh School, and  only two 
had  receivod any  tra in ing  in e ither a N o r­
m al or a Model School in O ntario . One 
h ad  a second-olass certificate, one had  a 
th ird -c lass certificate, two h ad  C ounty 
B oard  certificates, forty-seven had  d istric t 
certificates and eighteen (of whom five were 
assistan ts) had  perm its gran ted  by the  
Inepeotore. T ak ing  tho proficiency of tho 
F renoh  teachers in the  use of th e  E nglieh  
language as tho  basis of classification, 
tw enty-six  m ay bo classed as good, tw enty  
as fa ir, and  nineteen as no t com petent 
to teach  E ng lish  w ith  any degreo of 
efficiency.

SCHOOLS.

Before sp e ik in g  of th e  w o rk  dono in  th e  
Bohools, i t  ehou ld  be m e n tio n e d  :

(1) T h a t th e  schools in  th e  several coun­
ties were inspected a t a tim o of the  year 
(M ay and June) when tho attendance  in 
ru ra l Bchools consists ohiefly of th e  younger 
pupils.

(2) T h a t tho teaching of little  children in 
two languages necessarily  adds to  th e  work 
of th e  teaoher, and for a tim o renders the  
progress of th e  pupil slower th a n  it  would 
be in  a school in  w hich only one language 
is tau g h t.

W ith  reforence to tho in structions con­
ta ined  in  your circu lar ju s t quoted  we find :

(1) T h a t some E nglieh  is tau g h t in every 
eo h o o l.

(2) T h a t the  O ntario  R eaders have been 
introduced in to  every sohool.

(3) T h a t th e  pupila are  usually  well sup ­
plied w ith  E nglieh reading booka.

(4) T h a t in a t least twelve schools the  
w ork done in  E nglish  is m uoh beyond the  
am ount prescribed.

(5) T h a t in 24 Bchools m ore tim e  is given 
to  E nglish  th a n  th a t  prescribed in  th e  oir- 
cn lar ; in 6 the  tim e prescribed is given 
and  in 28 less th a n  th e  tim e prescribed is 
given.

(6) T h a t in very few achoola haa auffi- 
oient a tten tio n  been given to colloquial 
exercises.

In  several schools only young ohildren 
were present, and classes were therefore 
confined to  pupila in  the  F ira t R eader. I t  
ahould be m entioned, however, th a t, w hen­
ever th e  teacher waa a t all proficient in 
speaking E nglish , and  when th e  aehool con­
tained  pupila who had  been a ttend ing  в о те  
tim e, these pupils were alm ost invariably 
in tho th ird  or fou rth  class in E nglish, 
showing th a t  progress was being m ade in 
th ia subjeot. In  17 schools th e  results 
were very satisfactory  indeed, and in  several 
cases quite  equal to  the  work done in good 
English  schools. In  21 Bchoola fa ir  p ro ­
gress wae being m ade, and  in 18 the  pnpils 
knew very little  E nglish . T he backw ard 
oondition of theae last m entioned schools 
m ust bo a ttrib u ted , we believe, m ainly  to 
th e  inab ility  of the  teachera to  apeak E n g ­
lish  freely. IE tho children are  to learn  to 
speak th e  E nglish  language th e ir  teachers 
m ust be able to speak it. T he teacher who 
finde i t  difficult to express h is thoughts 
in  E nglish , to  pupils who know even less 
of E nglish  th a n  him solf, n a tu ra lly  uses the  
language w hich both  he and they  und er­
stand.

T he laok of progress is not, however, the  
resu lt of th is  cause only. Wo found in two 
Bchools, in w hich E nglish-speaking teachers 
were employed, th a t  th e  stand ing  of the 
pupils was qu ite  below th a t  of th e  F rench  
pupiis in  several sohoola whose teaohera 
could вреак com paratively little  English. 
In  the  ono case th e  teachers had  tau g h t by 
good m ethods and had  labored fa ith fu lly  ; in 
the  o ther teaohing of E nglieh  had  evidently 
been neglected. As m any  of th e  teachers 
have a ttended  only th e  Publio  Sohoola in 
th e  d istric t, and have received no profes­
sional tra in ing , they  are not proficient in 
approved m ethods of teaching, and  the  
m ethod usually  followed in teaching the  
children  to  speak E nglish  ia very defective. 
A child learns f irs t to  вреак a language, 
then  to  read  it. W e never teach  h im  the  
spoken language th rough  th e  w ritten . H e 
m ay learn  from  booka to pronounce, and  to 
tra n s la te  from  one language in to  ano ther, 
bu t he will learn  to  speak th e  language 
only by th e  praotioe of speaking. T he 
general princip le th a t  we learn  to do 
m ainly  by doing, holds tru e  in th ia  case as 
in  all o thers.

T he m ethod usually  followed ia to teach 
th e  childron to  read  tho firat F rench  book, 
and in  в о т е  oasea a p a r t  of tho  second 
book, before thoy learn  any E nglish . T he 
first E nglish  book is th en  placed in  the ir 
handa, and th ey  are tau g h t to  read  or 
ra th e r  to pronounce, aa th e ir  firat exercise 
in E nglieh . T he teaoher gives th e  m ean ­
ing of th e  w ords by tran sla tin g  in to  French , 
and ав tho pupila advance they  are required 
to  spell tho worde, and to tran a la te  regu­
la rly  from  E nglish  in to  F rench , and  som e­
tim es from  F rench  in to  E nglish . T h is is 
the  m ethod practised  in  a m ajo rity  of the  
schools. T he pupils are  tau g h t to read  and 
tran a la te  in  th e  hope th a t  they  will thereby 
learn  to speak E nglish . W e need not eay 
th a t  the  hope in m oat савев is still deferred. 
T he pupils usually  tran s la te  freely and 
oorrectly, and  spelled nearly , if not quite, 
as well as th e  E nglish  pupils present in  the  
schoois ; b u t only those who h ad  been 
tau g h t orally , and  who had  been tra in ed  to 
give th e ir  answ ers d irectly  in  spoken E n g ­
lish, showed any readiness in speaking tho 
language.

T h is  defect in  th e  system  of teach ing  Ьав 
become apparen t to  th e  F renoh  people 
them selves. Somo p aren ts com plain th a t  
th e ir  ch ildren  aro m aking very slow prog­
ress, and in  m any  cases are lea rn in g to read  
words and sentences w hich th ey  do not 
underatand.

r U P I L S  N O T L E A R N IN G  E N G L IS H .

A t leaat 90 per cent, of th e  pupila re ­
ported  aa no t learn ing E nglish  were in the  
firat F ren ch  reader, or had  been recently 
prom oted to th e  second olase. V ery few 
were found in h igher classes who were not 
learn ing  E nglish .

T here  is difference of opinion as to the  
tim o a t w hich i t  ia best for a pupil to enter 
upon th e  study of tho Engli8h language, 
bu t tho p ractice followed in tho achoola 
appeara to oommend itself to  a m ajo rity  of 
th e  teachers, and  is in  accord w ith  the 
wiahca of th e  paren ts. W h at wo have to 
reoom m end on th is  subject will be found 
under th e  heading of recom m endations.

C O U N TY  O F E S S E X .

About th e  year 1700, F rench  Canadian 
pioneers from  th e  Province of Quebec began 
to  aettle along th e  aouth side of L ake St. 
C la ir and  th e  D etro it R iver, in  w hat is now 
th e  county of Essex. F ro m  th e  census 
re tu rn s  since 1851, we find th e  population 
of th e  county  and th e  F renoh  population  to 
be as follows :

1851. 1861. 1871. 1881.
T o ta l p o p u la tio n   10,817 25,211 32,697 46,962
F re n c h  p o p u la tio n ... 5,424 3,706 10,539 14,658

F ro m  these figures it  will be seen th a t 
the  to ta l population and th e  F ren ch  popu­
lation  have increased a t about th e  samo 
ra te . F ro m  1851 to 1881 th e  increase of the  
fo rm er w as 179 per cent, and of th e  la tte r  
172 per cent. Tho re tu rn s  of th e  F re n ch  
for 18G1 are evidently inoorrect. S u r ­
rounded aa the  F ren ch  people are  in th ia  
county hy Englieh-apeaking people, thoy 
aro oonstantly  brought in contact w ith  the  
E nglish  language, and, in consequence of 
th is, th ey  usually  understand  E nglish  and 
apeak it  w ith  в о те  fluency, though F rench  
is th e  language of th e ir  hom es. T heir 
language, th e ir  religion and th e ir  lova of 
n a tionality  have been fully  preserved.

A lthough racial id en tity  is etill d istinctly  
m arked, ye t tho English-speaking and the 
F rench-speaking people live side by side in 
harm ony  w ith  each o ther. T he Frenoh 
schools, w ith  th ree  exceptions are in  N orth  
Essex, and are  under th e  supervision of Mr. 
G irardo t, Publio School Inspector. F rom  
the  testim ony  of persona occupying p rom i­
nen t positions in th iB  county, and from  our 
own observation, wo believe th a t  tho p ru ­
dent and im p artia l m anner in  w hich the 
sohool law and regulations have been ad ­
m inistered  by th a t  gentlem an for so m any 
years haa exerted  a beneficial influence in 
preventing race prejudice, and in fu rth e r ­
ing th e  oducational in terests of all claasos 
alike.

SC H O O L S .

There are th ir ty  aohools in  the  ccunty  
of Easex in w hich Frenoh  ia taugh t, and 
all were inspected by uf. M any of theae 
could scarcely be distinguished from  
E nglish  8chools. In  twelve schoolB E n g ­
lish  ia m ain ly  tho langnago of the  aehool ; 
in  fourteen, F rench  and E nglish  are  taugh t 
about equaily ; and in four, F rench  ia the  
language of th e  school, th e  teaching in 
Englieh  being lim ited  to reading and tra n s ­
lation . Tho work done in these sohoola is 
about equal to w hat ia dono in tho o rd i­
nary  E nglish  ru ra l school. Tho aohool 
houses and grounda usually  show neatness 
and  taete , and tho schools aro very well 
supplied w ith  desks and o ther requisites. 
Taking  th e  standing of th e  pupila in  Eng- 
liah aa th e  Ьавіз of claeaification, seventeen 
schools m ay bo classed as good, six as 
fa ir  and seven aa poor and unaatisfactory. 
Tho practice referred  to, in  connection 
w ith  th e  schoola in PreBcott and  RubbbII, 
of teaching tho children  to acquire some 
proficiency in  reading F rench  before they  
begin to  learn  Engliah, ia th e  practice 
adopted in th e  C ounty of Eaeex aleo. 
Teachora claim  th a t  the  F rench  child learna 
to read  Englieh т о г о  readily  afte r he has 
learned to read a  little  in hia own language. 
The schedule, in whioh th e  sta tis tics  are 
given for each sohool, ehows a large n u m ­
ber of pupila wbo are not learning E nglish ,

but these, w ith  very few exceptions, are 
either in tho F ire t F ren ch  Book or in  the  
F ira t P a r t  of the  Second Book. W e believe, 
however, th a t  th e  num bers are  too large in 
m any  schools, and th a t  some teaohers are 
not so prom pt aa th ey  Bhould be in  begin­
ning to  teach  E nglish  to  th e ir  pupils. 
T he m ethod usually  followed in  teaching 
English  to  the  Frenoh  ohildren ia the  в а т е  
aa th a t  praotioed in Preaoott and Russell, 
v i z , reading, spelling and transla tion . 
Scarcely any a tten tio n  haa been given to 
oolloquial ехегсівез or oral inatruction  in 
the  jun io r classas. As m any of the  pnpils, 
however, had  learned to speak E nglish  by 
associating w ith  E nglish  children, th is  de- 
feot in the  teaching was not ao noticeable 
as it  would be in Bchools en tirely  F rench .

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES IN IHE SCHOOLS.
Y our Commiseionera found th a t  religions 

exeroisea ocoupy a prom inent place in  the  
sohoola inspected by us. In  57 Bohools 
religious inetruotion  is given during  school 
hours, in 22 it  is given e ither before or after 
sohool, and in  18 no religious in struction  is 
given. ThiB in struction  is given by the  
teachera from  a catechism  prepared  for 
children of tbe  R om an C atholic Church, 
and it  is to th e  teaching from  th ia  cate- 
chiam th a t  reference ia m ade in tho 
aohedule and  eum m ary when religioua in ­
struction  is spoken of.

In  some of theeohools вресіаі instruction  
is given from  th ia book, for a certa in  por­
tion  of th e  year, to ohildren who are p re­
paring  for th e ir  first com m union.

T he p rayers in use, in addition  to  the  
L o rd ’s P ray er, w hich ia used in  alm oBt 
every school, are taken  from  th e  Eom an 
Catholio books of devotion. Theee prayere 
are, in  some schools, uaed a t the  opening 
and close of th e  school, both  in th e  fore­
noon and afternoon. In  some of the  
F rench  tex t books in  uee, which are else­
where referred to  in th is  report, th e  tenets 
peculiar to th e  R om an Catholio C hurch 
are m ore or less p rom inently  introduced.

In  addition  to theee m ethods of incu l­
cating  religion, there were found, in m any 
of th e  Bohools in the  oounty of E ssex , pio­
tu res of a religious character, the  cruoifix 
and sm all sta tues or im ages of sa in ts. In  
two instances in the  oounty of P resco tt 
a lta rs  wore found in th e  schools. I t  was 
sta ted  th a t  these were erected during  the 
m onth  of M ay for services of a special 
na tu re  for the  people of tho neighbor­
hood, who assem bled in th e  school houses 
for evening prayers, as the  churches were 
a t a considerable distance from  these locali­
ties.

T he prom inence given to  th e  R om an Ca- 
tholio religion in these schools is objection­
able to the  E nglish-speaking P ro te stan ts  
generally. T he regulations provided by 
law  on th ia  question are  am ple to  give p ro­
tection  to  th e  religioua convictions of all 
claaaea of people. T hey allow sufficient 
liberty  to P ro te s tan t and R om an Catholio 
alike for im parting  religious inetruotion 
w ithout infringing on th e  o rd inary  work 
of th e  school. In  order, therefore to  re ­
move all ground of oom plaint against the  
existing sta te  of things, it  is only пеоеввагу 
th a t the  sohoola Ьэ brought in to  harm ony 
w ith  th e  law .
RECOMMENDATIONS TRAINING CF TEACHERS.

In  th e  counties of P resco tt and Russell 
th e  F ren ch  candidates for teachers’ certifi­
cates have, in  m oet савез, only an im p er­
fect knowledge of E ng lish—too im perfect 
to  enable them  to tako w ith advantage the  
prescribed courso as given in  E nglish  in 
our H igh Schools and Model Schools. 
They do not, therefore, a ttend  these schools 
to  prepare for teachers’ exam inations.

To provide com petent teachers of E n g ­
lish  for th e  F rench  schools, and  to m eet 
some of the  difficulties m entioned in th ia  
report, wo havo to  recom m end :

(I.) T h a t a вресіаі school be established 
for th e  tra in ing  of F rench  teaohers in the  
E nglish  language.

T he sohool shall be placed under te a c h ­
ers who can speak both  E nglish  and F rench , 
and  who are  thoroughly  com petent to  give 
ina truction  in these languages.

I t  should provide the  o rd inary  non-pro- 
feeaional course, and ahould also fu rn ish  
faoilitieB for professional tra in ing  as given 
in  C ounty Model Schools.

C andidates on com pleting th e ir  course in 
th is  sohool should be prepared to  take  the  
regu lar exam inations in E nglish  prescribed 
for teachera’ certificatee ; and  only thoee 
who have passed Buch exam inations should 
receive a license to  teach.

(II .)  T h a t special in s titu te s  be held for 
the  im m ediate benefit of th e  teachers now 
em ployed in  th e  F rench  Bchools.

(II I .)  T h a t the  atten tion  of the  teachera 
be called a t onoe to  th e  neoessity of m aking 
grea ter пве of th e  oral or conversational 
m ethod in teaching Engliah.

ТЕХТ-ВООХЭ.
(IV.) T h a t a bi-lingual series of R eaders 

—F rench  and E n g lish —be provided for the  
Frenoh  sohools in  O ntario.

I f  th ia  were done p aren ts would be saved 
the  expense of purchasing  two sets of booka, 
of whioh m any now com plain.

T he work of both teachera and pupil would 
bo simplified, and  there would be placed in 
the  handa of tho pupils Ьоокв th a t  would 
aid them  m aterially  in acquiring a know ­
ledge of both languages.

U nder com petent teaohers, w ith  auoh 
books, the  pupil Ehould, on com pleting the 
Second Book, be Buffioiently fam iliar w ith  
E nglish  to enable h im  to reoeive in s tru c ­
tion  in th is  language in  th e  various sub ­
jects prescribed. W e recognize th e  diffi­
culties inseparable from  th e  in troduction  
of ano ther aeries of R eaders, but we be­
lieve they  would be m ore th a n  counter­
balanced by th e  advantagee to be derived 
therefrom .

(V.) T h a t th e  use of unau thorizsd  text- 
books in theae schoola be discontinued.

RELIGIOUS EXERCISES AND INSTRUCTIONS.
(VI.) T h a t tho a tto n tio n  of tru s te e s  and 

te a o h e rs  be oalled to th e  p rov is ions  of the 
law  govern ing  re lig io n s  inB truo tion  in P u b ­
lio Schoola, as there  seems to  be a general 
laok  of in fo rm a tio n  on th is  subjeot.

GENERAL REMARKS.
The objeot aim ed a t in th e  Public Schools 

of the  Province is to give to  the  youth  a t ­
tending  them  such an education in the  com ­
m on branches of knowledge as will fit th em  
to  ocoupy creditably  the  positions in  life 
they  m ay be called to fill, and th is eduoa­
tion  ehould be im parted  in th e  Englieh 
language. A ny departu re  from  th ie  role 
should bo only p a rtia l and in accom m oda­
tion  to  the peculiar ciroum etances of certain  
sections of the  country , in order th a t  the 
ond sought m ay thereby  be m ore fully  a t ­
tained.

T here oan bo no question aa to  th e  faot 
th a t  in all th e  F rench  schools in th e  several 
counties visited, no tw ithstand ing  particu la r 
cases of backw ardness or inefficiency, an 
effort ia being m ade to  im p art a knowledge 
of th6 E nglish  language ; and not only во, 
bu t th ia  work is reoeiving a larger am ount 
of a tton tion  a t present than ,in  form er years. 
T here are somo of th e  schoola in  whioh E n g ­
lish  has been well taugh t fur m any yeare, so 
th a t  th ey  are p ractically  E nglish  Bohools. 
Thore are also some, as will be seen from  
the  sta tis tica l s ta tem en t form ing p a rt of 
th ia  report, in whioh th e  Engliah language 
ia largely used in th e  work of th e  aehool. 
T h is is the  сазе т о г о  p articu la rly  in  the 
counties of Eaaex and K ent.

T here are some schools in whioh the  tim e 
given to  E nglish  and th e  uee of th a t  la n ­
guage in  th e  Bohool are too lim ited  ; but, 
even in  theee, m ore a tten tio n  is paid  to 
Englieh th a n  form erly , and  the  ueo made 
of i t  in th e  work of in struction  is greater 
th an  it  was a few years ago.

In  dealing w ith  these schools, in o rder to 
raise  them  to a h igher stan d ard , and to 
secure a sa tisfacto ry  teaohing of the  E n g ­
lieh language in  them , tim e m u t  bo a l­
lowed, and patienoe m ust be exercised. 
F o r m any  уеагв, th e  F rench  people were 
allowed to  oonduct th e ir  schools in th e ir  
own way, no exoeption being taken either 
by th e  E ducation  D epartm en t or by the  
publio. Speoial provision waa m ade to 
secure F rench  teaohers for them  and

F rench  text-booka were authorized  for 
th e ir  schools. They have lived for a long 
period in th e  localities w here they  are 
found, enjoying the  use of th e ir  native 
language. T hey are strongly attached  to 
it. I t  is the  language of th e ir  fa thers , and 
the  language need in th e ir  hom es and 
врокеп by th e ir  ohildren. I t  is n a tu ra l 
th a t  th ey  should cherish i t  w ith  affection 
and desire th e ir  children to acquire a know ­
ledge of it. I f  the sohools are dealt w ith 
justly , and w ith  duo conaideration for the  
feelings of th e  people, and if the recom ­
m endations made in  th is  report are 
adopted, we believe theae schools, w ith in  a 
reasonable tim e, will be raised to  a degree 
of effioienoy th a t  will be sa tisfacto ry  to 
both  the  English  and Frenoh  people.

W e have геавоп аіво to  believe th a t  
w hatever changes m ay be necessary to 
render these schools m ore effioient and to 
advance th e  children m ore rapid ly  and in ­
telligently in the  knowledge of E nglish , 
will be welcomed by the  Frenoh people 
them selves. We have found th a t on the  
whole tho people take a deep in terest in  the 
education of th e ir  children. In  m any of 
the ru ra l sections in P resco tt and Rusaell 
th e  school houses are inferior and poorly 
equipped and the salaries very sm all, yet 
in some sections and villages the  people 
have m anifested th e ir  appreciation of the  
im portance of eduoation by providing ex­
cellent buildinga and paying fa irly  liberal 
aalariea to th e  teachora.

W hile m any of th e  teachera, aa a lread y  
Btated, do not epeak th e  E nglish  language 
flu en tly , we know  th a t  teaohers m ay give 
inB truo tion  in languages in  w h ich  th e y  oan­
not converse. A t the  some tim e  it  ia 
пеоеввагу th a t  all th e  teachers of onr 
Public Sohoola Bhould be fam iliar w ith  the 
Engliah language, a n d  be able to sp eak  it 
flu en tly . And i t  ia found g e n era lly  th a t  in 
thoBe schools in w hich teachera are ab le  to 
use t h a t  language w ith  freedom , th e y  have 
b ro u g h t th e ir  schools to  a very creditable 
degree of proficiency.

E nglish  teachers say th a t  th ey  find th e ir  
inab ility  to  speak F rench  a serious h in d ­
rance in teaohing Frenoh children who do 
not understand  E nglish . T he teacherB 
employed in these F rench  schools should 
be able to speak F rench  ав well as E nglish . 
A sufficient supply of E nglish  students 
w illing to undergo th e  labor and expense 
necessary to  fit them selves for teaohing in 
these F rench  Bchools, could not be obtained 
for th e  sm all salaries paid. H ence the 
necessity for providing such m eans as are 
recom m ended in  th ia repo rt, by which 
F rench-speaking studen ts can  be tra ined  
both  in  th e  knowledge of E nglish  and in  tho 
theory and  practice of th e ir  profeseion.

I t  m nst be rem em bered aleo th a t  the  
teachera in these F rench  Bchools have to 
carry  on tho ir work in  the  face of difficul­
ties not m et w ith  in  an exclusively English 
school. E specially  is th ia  the  oase in  thoBe 
diatriota whioh are wholly F ren ch , or in 
w hich there are only a few E nglish-speak­
ing residents. T he pupils hear no language 
out of aohool b ut F renoh . T hey have no 
occaaion to  m ake uae of th e  EngliBh la n ­
guage, and the ir  progress in  learning it ia 
necessarily Blow.

I t  will bo observed th a t  th ia  report beara 
excluaively on tho schools am ong the  
F rench  people and in  w hich th e  F rench  
language ia naed, I t  haa to do w ith  the 
progress of tho E oglish  language in  F rench  
d istric ts. T here has not, therefore, been 
any special reference m ade to the  E nglish  
m inority . T heir s itua tion  is, in  not a few 
oasea, one of difficulty. T he Bohoola as 
now conducted are  not eatiafactory to 
them . T hoir ohildren come in  contact 
w ith  viewa of religioua and national ques­
tions w ith  w hich they  aro not in  sym pathy. 
The question should, therefore, be consid­
ered w ith  special reference to  these diffi­
culties. W hatever text-booka are  uaed 
Bhould be such aa P ro te stan ts  can pu t w ith 
sa tisfaction  in to  the  hands of th e ir  ch il­
dren, and w hatever in any Publio Sohool 
provent в or rendere undesirable th e  a tte n d ­
ance of those children should be removed. 
Interviewa were had w ith  m any of the 
older residents in th e  distric ts visited, and 
w ith  those in terested  in thequestions under 
investigation. I t  was found th a t while there  
were com plaints m ade by the  EngliBh- 
speaking m inority  in some sections, on the  
grounds already referred to, yet in o ther 
sections people sim ilarly  situa ted  h ad  no 
com plaints to m ake. Some of the people 
spoken w ith  seemed to th in k  th a t there had 
been in recent years an  increased dete r­
m ination  on th e  p a rt of tho Frenoh  people 
to givo prom inence to th e ir  language to  th e  
exclusion of the  E nglish . T hey believe 
they  вее evidence of th is  in th e  social and 
educational tendencies in th e ir  localities. 
W hile th is  m ay be th e  case in eome places, 
reaidents in o ther diatriots had  obaerved no 
tendency in th a t  direotion.

Before leaving the  aubject of theee achoola 
it  ia only ju st to teaohera and pupils to 
s ta te  th a t  your С оттіаа іоп егв  were m uch 
pleased w ith tho politeness and good con­
duct of th e  childron, both  in  and out of 
school. W e have alao to  th an k  teachers, 
tru stees and inspectors for th e ir  uniform  
courtesy and for the  valuable assistance 
rendered us in conducting th ia investiga­
tion . W e have pleasure alao in  recogniz­
ing th e  kindness w ith  w hich we were 
reoeived by th e  people in  th e  d istric ts 
visited. All of w hich is respectfully  sub­
m itted .

A l f r e d  H . R ey n a r, M . A.,
D . D . M cL eod ,
J .  J .  T i l l e y .

Toronto, Aug. 22nd, 1889.

A Hard Road to Travel.
I t  ia very diffioult to see why anyone who 

believes in h is Bible should have muoh 
sm ypathy  for characters of th e  M aybrick 
kind even when they coma near tho scaffold. 
M any a long day haa passed since the  goo! 
book said, “ Be sure your sins w ill find you 
ou t.” C enturies have rolled aw ay since it  
was announced th a t, “  T he way of t r a n s ­
gressors ia h a rd .” W hy should there be 
any surprise when a noted and flagrant 
transgressor finds th e  way hard  ? W hy 
ehould not the  M aybrioks find the  way 
h ard ?  If  they alw ays found it  easy there 
would be grave reasons for doubting the 
t ru th  of God's word. Indeed if a woman 
cf tho M aybrick type found life as happy 
and  pleaBant as tho best wives and m others 
often find it, m any  people would doubt the  
very existenoe of God. God bag said th a t 
the  way of transgressors m ust alw ays be 
h a rd  and no transgressor has a rig h t to ex­
peot it  otherw ise. W hy should people a l­
w ays raise a howl when they  m erely see 
God’B word verified ?—Canada Presbyterian.

Tho Business of the lüiffel Tower.
An item  in  the  World sta tes th a t  the  

Ьизіпеэа of the  Eiffel Tow er tu rn a  out to 
be immenae. M. Eiffel calculated th a t  
when everything was in  working order the 
gate m oney would be 15,000 a day. Since 
th e  elevators have been in  operation it is 
thought to have averaged m ore th a n  this. 
On any  of the  ord inary  fall-price days 
m ore th an  tw enty  thouse nd people have 
paid adm ission, and, w ith  th e  increaaed 
prices for those using th e  elevator, tho 
en tire  reoeipts exceed $10,000. T he original 
cost of th e  Eiffel Tower w as a little  less 
th a n  $1,000,000. T he proprieto r has to 
keep it  in repair, and hand  over one-fourth 
of h is gate-m oney to  tho E xh ib ition . I t  is 
estim ated  th a t it  will be half paid for when 
th e  E xh ib ition  closes,andthen it  will rem ain  
certain ly  th ree  years т о г о  and perhaps 
ten .

Doing Шя Prettiest.
M r. B udw orthy—R a th e r olever fellow 

th a t  youug Dudelong, don 't you th in k  ?
Miea Tew atnles—I  really  cou ldn 't tell, 

l i e  u ttered  всагсеіу a word tho whole tim e 
he waa here.

M r. B udw orthy—Sly dog I He knows 
when he ia a t hia best.—Puck.

W ifely C are—Joh n , do tie  a knot in 
your handkerchief before you go to bed so 
as not to  forget to get up to-m orrow  a t  4 
o'olock.

OCEAN RACER«.

Enormous Amounts of Coal Consamed by 
the Big Steamships.

“ T he big steam ship  business ia being 
overdone,” said Superin tenden t C harles G. 
W est, of th e  F rench  line, recently . “  The 
aize and num ber of th e  ateam ers are 
increasing out of all proportion  to the 
increase in  travel. T h is year th e  lines will 
get along all r igh t on acoount of th e  E xp o ­
sition, bu t next year they  will have trouble. 
E ith e r  th e  big racers will have to be w ith ­
draw n, aome of them , o r ra tes  will go down. 
You see, th ey  are  bu ilt fo r passengers, and 
they 've got to  ru n  full, or nearly  во, or they  
w on 't pay  expenses. A nd aa to laying 
them  off, except in th e  ruah of th e  seaaon, 
why, i t  would bo like laying milliona of 
dollars idle in a safe deposit vau lt ten  
m onths out of tho  twelve. T he in terest in 
the  investm ent in  theae boats is too big an 
item  to  be th row n aw ay.

“  You see, th e  trouble about th e  racing 
boats is th a t  to get a com paratively  small 
increase in speed and power, a terrib le 
am ount of room  m ust be sacrificed and a 
great increaae m ade in runn ing  expenaes. 
Look at the  fast C unardera, burn ing  some 
350 tons of coal a  day to  get acroaa in  six 
days. I  believe some of th e  o ther racers 
eat up even m ore fuel, especially a t thie 
seaaon of the  year, when they  have to be 
in racing tr im  all the  tim e. I  w ent over to 
see the  Colum bia when she was on inspec­
tion  after her m aiden passage, and I  found 
th a t  no t only were th e  bunkers full of coal 
bu t some of th e  steerage com partm ent- 
m enta had  also been clOBed up and  filled 
w ith  coal. T hey were bound, you see, to 
get every possible pound of power out of 
tbo engines. I t  isn ’t  th e  cost of the  coal 
alone, though th a t  will average $5 a ton, 
but i t ’s th e  room  tho ex tra  coal takes up, 
and the  ex tra  m en necessary to  handle it, 
and  th e  room they  take  np. I t  takea a 
regim ent of stokera to shovel 400 tons of 
coal a day in to  furnaceB. E v e ry m an  coBts 
from  90 oents to  $1 a day, besides h is board 
and lodging.

"W h e n  i t  oomes to fre igh t th e  raoers 
don’t get in . A fter th e  Cufio sails there 's  
no tran sa tlan tic  freigh t to вреак of left 
here, anyhow . T he Cufio burns, th ey  вау, 
only 135 tons of coal a day, and  ehe т а к е в  
th e  passage in  10 days or во. You can 
im agine the  profit there  is in a boat like 
th a t. T hen th e  old A driatic  of th e  same 
line gets along w ith  85 tons a day and 
makea the  passage p lenty  faet enough for 
freight. S he 's a regular gold m ine beside 
these new racers.”

All the  в а т е , M r. W est’s own line ia go­
ing to have its  tw in-screw  boat. “ Our 
new vessel will be ready next season,” Mr. 
W est said. “ W e've been w aiting u n til the 
o ther lines had  showed w hat th ey  could do, 
and now we’re going to  take  our tu rn . W ill 
she be a racer ? W ell, we’re not saying 
any th ing  about th a t  yet, you know ; we 
don’t  w ant to boast p rem atu re ly . I  don’t 
m ind  saying, though, th a t  personally  I 
sh a n 't be a bit disappointed if she elides 
through  the  w ater ju st a little  faste r th an  
any th ing  else afloat.—New York Sun.

Methodist Dancing and Card Flaying.
Som etim es our young people, who are 

d rifting  in to  some form  of conform ity to  the 
world, exouse them selves by saying th a t 
they  have seen m em bers of o ther churches 
dance, play carde, a ttend  th e  th e a tre  and 
d rink  wine, w ithou t losing religioua caste 
because of so doing. T h is seems to  us a 
very weak plea. We are certain ly  not 
justified in assum ing th a t  it  is righ t for us 
to do everything w hich m em bers of o ther 
churchea m ay do. We should go to the  
Bible and tha D iscipline of our own 
C hurch to learn  w hat we ehould do—not to 
the  exam ple of o thers, whom it  m ay not bo 
safo to follow. W e aro not th e ir  judges ; 
but it  m ay be th a t  th e  people who are held 
up аз a proof th a t certa in  worldly am use 
m ents are innocent, are doing wrong and 
losing ground religiously iu doing theso 
very things, One th in g  is certain , i t  is not 
dancing, card-playing C h ristians th a t  aro 
successfully working and witnessing for 
C hrist. I t  is equally certain  th a t  the  Bpirit 
th a t  circulates in connection w ith  these 
practices ia uot helpful to grow th in h o li­
ness. Among M ethodists such practices 
are signs of religioua declension. I t  ia not 
wiae to  try  how near wa can drive to  the  
edge of the  precipice.—Christian Guardian.

In the House of a Rich Japanese.
T he w ealthy Japanese  mako no display 

either in tho arch itectu ro  of th e ir  houses 
or in  th e  display of Ornamente. In  tho 
way of fnrniehing, th e ir  p ride ia in  the 
delicacy of th e ir  m ata and th e  richness of 
th e  sa tin  oushions. T he chief room in the  
house of a rioh Japanese ia thua deacribed : 
“ T he salon waa about 25 feet long by 15 
wide. A t one end, in the  corner, was a 
sm all raised p latfo rm  in a little  niche and 
on i t  a  fine Im ari vase th ree  feet high, 
holding flowering branches of tho cherry 
tree. Behind, upon the  wall, hung a very 
valuable bu t very ugly kakam ono of a god. 
Twelve blue sa tin  foutons lay in  two rows 
upon th e  floor and th ree stand ing  lam ps 
stood in a line between. A folding soreen 
waa placed to  protect us from  d rau g h t— 
and th a t  wae the  en tire  fu rn itu re  of tho 
m illionaire’s draw ing room . T he ‘ m ats  ’ 
upon th e  floor were of th e  w hitest and 
finest straw . T he screen w as a gorgeous 
one, w ith  a ba ttle  scene pain ted  upon a 
gold background.” T he Japanese keep 
th e ir  bric-a-brao in fire proof buildings, 
to be taken  out one a t a tim o and adm ired, 
and th en  replaced by ano ther.— Chicago 
Times.

The Omaha Onion Game.
T he O m aha onion gamo ia not in trioate  

nor hard  to learn . Six young ladies stand 
in a row. T he hostess gives a “  silver­
skinned ” onion to  th e  hoad of th e  row, 
who passes it along tho line. Some one 
takea a b ite and then  th e  young m en, who 
have beon rigidly exoluded from  the  d raw ­
ing room  and  im prisoned som ewhere in 
th e  v icin ity  of th e  fro n t hall h a t rack, are 
called upon to  guess who b it th e  onion. 
The young m an  who guesses correctly  ia 
allowed to  kiaa th e  fa ir  b iter of the  tender 
vegetable.—Omaha Herald.

Porridge all the Kage.
According to the  Sun th e  keeper of a large 

and sty lish  boarding-house in Lexington 
avenue, New York, has oatm eal porridge 
pu t on the  tab le for all th e  boarders a t 
B reakfaet every m orning, and he says i t  ia 
regularly  eaten by every boarder of both 
eexea in th e  house. A very large num ber 
of th e  boarding-houses of the  city  now p ro ­
vide oatm eal porridge as a breakfast dish, 
and find th a t  it  is favored by all hands, 
young and old. Yet it  would have been a 
ouriosity for m ost of the  boarders 20 years 
a g o . ____________ _____________

A Parliamentary Ruling.
A citizan of th is  place was presiding 

eome years ago, over th e  deliberations of a 
D em ocratic m eeting, and th ings were not 
going to  su it h im . H e finally delivered th e  
following opinion : "A cco rd in g  to p a r lia ­
m en tary  law, it requires a tw o-th ird s vote 
to ca rry  th a t  m otion, and th e  chair decides 
th a t  thero are not th a t  m any here.” The 
m eeting a t once adjourned. T h a t settled 
it.—Atchison (Kan ) Champion.

By the Booming Sea.
An old lady who im agined th e  sea m uat 

bo very d ir ty  beoause во m any people 
bathed  in it, waa conaoled on being inform ed 
th a t it  waa w ashed upon the  beach every 
morning.

The Baseball Maiden.
“ No, Mr. Brow n, I  oannot m arry  you. 

You score a gooser th ia  tim o.”
“ C an’t  tell y a t,” said M r. Brow n, rising  

from  hia knees. “ I ’ve got to  th ird , and  I 
haven 't had  an answ er from  tho o th er two 
yet."

—News comes from  B erlin  th a t  C ount 
Von M oltke’s b ro th er Louis, an ex-Poat- 
m aste r of D enm ark, is dead, aged 85 years

BB

THREE HAPPY GIRLS.

Released From an Obligation to Marry or 
Lose an Inheritance.

T he court th is  m orn ing  rem oved an 
incubus from  th ree  p re tty , in telligent 
aud am iable young ladies who reside on 
the n o rth  side of B a rr  stree t, between 
C u tter and  L inn , says th e  C inoinnati 
Timcs-Star. T he young women a re  known 
ав the  C ourtney sisters, Jan e , Ju lia  and  
A nna, daughters of good old M rs. M ary 
Courtney, who died some tim e ago. T he 
obligation im posed upon th e  girls by th e ir  
m other w as to  g e t m arried  if th ey  would 
derive oertain  privileges on h er esta te . E v i­
dently ahe believed it is no t good to  live alone, 
but as her daughters never m anifested  any 
desire to en te r m atrim ony , Bhe, on her 
death  bed, devised th is  unique way 
of bringing about th e  wish of her 
heart. She called a law yer to  h er 
bedside and d ictated  to  h im  a will 
he would never have allowed had  he 
not been in  h is cups. T he prop­
erty , real and  personal, she left in equal 
partB to the  g irls ; b u t provided th a t  neither 
or all jo in tly  should bo able to give a title  
to any p a r t or th e  en tire ty  unless all were 
m arried . In  cose of any  m arriage tho r e ­
m aining one or two cunld enjoy all the 
privileges of the  hom e and rom ain  in  it. 
The will was con trad icto ry  and showed 
unsteady heads of the  teBtator and the 
scrivener. T he court construed th e  will by 
giving a fee sim ple title  to th e  young ladies, 
and now th ey  m ay pass a title  w hether 
unm arried  or m arried . F a th e r  Q uinn w it­
nessed th e  will, bu t he did not read  it. A 
queer faot is th a t  originally  th e  property  
belonged to  the  girls, and th ey  deeded it  to 
the ir  m other, so in case of th e ir  dem ise she 
would be provided for. H ad  th e  paper held 
good as the  old lady in tended, tho queer 
fact would have been presented of young 
ladies being obliged to m arry  to gain th e ir  
own estate.

A WEDDING POSTPONED,

Because the Groom Overslept Himself and 
Didn’t Turn np.

Considerable in terest was m anifeet early 
yesterday m orning a t S t. Je an  B ap tis te  
C hurch on P rim rose  h ill, where a  young 
oouple whose nam es aro Joseph P o tv in  and 
M ary A rneau respectively, the  form er from  
M echanicsville and th e  la tte r  from  Roches- 
torville, were to have been united  in m a tr i­
m ony. T he bride and all h e r friends were 
on hand  punctually , and so was th a  priest, 
but the  groom did no t presen t him self. 
T his p u t all th e  parties concerned in  a 
flu tter, and  th e  greatest anxiety  prevailed. 
A delegation was a fterw ards Bent to  the  
residence of the  groom to inqu ire  in to  his 
m ysterious non-appearance. T hey were 
received by Potvin , who was aa cool ав a 
ououmber, and who m et th e ir  queries by 
saying “ he had  slept it  o u t.” T he m arriage, 
the  supper and the  dance in  th e  evening 
were all consequently postponed.—Ottawa 
Free Press.

Semi-Royal Marriage.
R um or in  E ngland  leads to tho conclu­

sion th a t  P rincess M ary of Teck, daughter 
of the  popular Princess M ary of Cam bridge, 
ia about to be m arried  to th e  h e ir of a 
w ealthy E ngliah  peer. I t  ів eaid th a t  the  
H on. Jo h n  B aring  ie th e  bridegroom  ex- 
peotant. T he Princees M ary is m ore gen­
erally  known as th e  P rincess V iotoria of 
Teck. Sho is nearly  of th e  age of the  
P rincess Louise of W ales, who was m a r­
ried to tho D uke of F ife  tho o th er day. 
She was 22 las t M ay. T he H on. Jo h n  
Baring, if he ba th e  th e  su ito r for h er 
hand, is not yet 26. H e is the eon of L ord  
Revelstoke, the  head of the  great firm  of 
B aring . So far as w ealth  goes, th e  m atoh 
is of th e  m ost prom ising kind. L ord  
Revelstoke ів im m ensely w ealthy, and uses 
hia richcs adm irably . T he parish  ohuroh 
he bu ilt a t Nos is probably as complete a 
specim en of ecclesiastical a rch itec tu re  as 
can  be show n am ongst any of our m odern 
country  churches. T he Hon. Jo h n  B aring  
is said to ba of h is fa th e r 's  generous and 
and thoughtfu l dispoaition, and though he 
has exhibited no eigns of great genius, he is 
described aa being in tellectually  of groat 
prom ise.

The Steel Pen.
T he stsel pen trad e  a t B irm ingham  is re ­

ported  a a buoyant, th e  average weekly p ro ­
duction exceeding 160,000 gross, som ething 
th a t  would give an aggregate an nual product 
of 1,198,080,000 steel pens. In  H er M ajesty’s 
s ta tionery  office, one year, th e  consum ption 
of steel pens was about tw o m illions, as 
agaiust h a lf a  m illion of quill ones. In  th e  
L ondon olubs th e  proportion  of quill pens 
used ів larger th a n  th a t  in th e  G overnm ent 
offices.

With Little Affection.
F a n n y —T he B row ns are still lovers, a l­

though  m arried  ton years.
F ra n k —Oh, don’t ta lk  th a t  kind  of ro t 1
F an n y  (ind ignan tly )—P o t, indeed I I 

saw  h er ru n  down th e  Bteps la s t n igh t and 
k iss M r. B row n when he cam e hom e.

F ra n k —Pshaw  ! Sho w anted to find out 
w hat he’d been drinking.

A Good Investment.
“  Can you lend me Ç5 ?”
“  C an ’t  do i t .”
“ W hy no t ?”
“ I  never len t you any m oney, so I  don’t 

know v h e th e r  you would pay me or n o t.”
“  W ell, g reat S cott ! ian’t i t  w orth $5 to 

find out w hat k ind  of a m an  I  am  ? I  
m ight strike  you for a hundred  some day .”

They All Do It.
Billinga (to hia ta ilor)—I  m ust have th a t  

su it to -n igh t. C an’t poeeibly get along 
w ithou t it. D on’t fail me now.

T ailo r (w earily)—Y ou’ll have it, sir, if I 
have to pu t on an ex tra  m an.

M rs. B illings (five hours la te r a t hom e)— 
Y our su it has ju st oome, dear.

B illings—All rig h t. H ang it  up in  the  
closet. I  w on 't need it un til fall.

B . A. G unn , M. D ., D ean and  Professor 
of Surgery, of th e  U n ited  S ta tes Medioal 
College, said : “ I  am  willing to  acknow ­
ledge and com m end thua  frank ly  th e  value 
of W arn er’s fc'afo C ure.” T he late D r. Dio 
Lewis, w riting  to th e  p roprie to rs of 
W arn er’s Safe Cure, said, over hia own 
signature : “ I f  I found myBelf th e  victim
of a eerioua kidney trouble, I  would uae 
W arner’s Safe C ure.”

—“ Oh, I  am  th e  flower th a t  blooma in 
th e  spring ," sang an in toxicated  individual, 
as he lay on th e  Bidewalk. “  You don’t 
seem to роавевэ the  self-raising qua lities ,” 
Baid th e  cop who gathered  h im  in.

W hy is i t  th a t  in  our courts of justice  
we oling to the  old custom  of sw earing 
w itnesses on the  B ibie ? Does th e  fact of 
kiseing tho sacred volum e add to the  
solem nity of the  oath  ? W ould no t the  
raising  of th e  righ t hand  be ju s t аз binding 
as kissing th e  d ir ty  covers of a book th a t  
haa done aervice in  onr oourt rooma from  
tim e im m em orial?  D rop in to  our Polioe 
C ourt any m orning and see th e  m otley 
crew th a t  hand le th e  Bible and  press it  to 
th e ir  lips, and th en  th in k  of a re sp e o ta lb  
m an or wom an having to  follow a vagran t 
on th e  witness stand  and kissing th e  same 
book on w hich th e  foul b rea th  of some d is­
eased wretoh still hangs like a vapor. W ho 
would th in k  of pressing to  th e ir  lips the  
cover of a book th a t  had  ju st been handled 
by one afflioted w ith a loathsom e disease ? 
and yet it is done every day in our Police 
C ourts. Reform  ів necessary. T h is wouid 
be a good subject for a physician to  discuss.

— Of th e  E nglish  B ench of ВівЬорз twelve 
are pledged abstainers.

—T he R ussian  Punch abounds in comio 
pictures, p rin ted  in  gorgeous colors.

— At O rchard Beach, Me., they  have a 
sea serpent six feet long. T h a t isn ’t  very 
long, bu t i t  is getting  la te  in  th e  season 
and m ost of the  first olaBS serpents bave 
signed.

■ Д — — »
SELDOM USED, NEVER ABUSED

Tlie Pardoning Power in Britain—Ah 
Ameiican Tribute.

In  E ng land  th-3 pardoning power is 
seldom used and never abused. T h e  
au tho rities take no thought of the  convict 
exoept to  keep h im  fast. The pro tection  of 
the  com m unity  is tho governing influenoe 
w ith  them . P u n ish m en t being im posed ав 
a de terren t, th ey  work on tho theory th a t, 
in  lessening its  te rro rs, you im pair its  
power to  restra in . In  th e  grim  old days, 
when m any  offenoes now ligh tly  pun ished  
were cap ita l crim es, a poor wretoh who waa 
about to be sentenced to  th e  gallows oom­
plained th a t  it  was hard  to be hanged 
m erely for Btealing a duok off a  oommon. 
“ P riso n er,” said  the  judge, “ you are  no t 
to  be hanged for stealing a duok, b u t th a t  
ducks m ay not be sto len .” Since th en , in 
E ngland , th e  law  has become m ore m erci­
ful in  its  penalties, bu t the  theory  th a t  the  
proteotion of th e  com m unity  is th e  p a ra ­
m ount consideration still survives in full 
force. Mrs. M aybrick, hav ing  been con­
victed of poisoning her husband, and  sen­
tenced in com m utation  to penal servitude 
for life, passee inside of prison doors, and 
noth ing  but evidence of h e r innooenoe will 
ever u nbar th em  for her release.—Boston 
Herald.

F r e d e r ic k  T . R o b e r ts ,  M .D ., Professor 
in  U niversity  College, L ondon, E ng., E x . 
am iner in Medioines, R oyal College of 
Surgeons, says, in  rtferenoo to  advanced 
kidney disease : “ Com plications are  m et, 
such as consum ption, h e a rt disease, m orbid 
oonditions, liver affeotions. W arn er 's  Safe 
Cure cures these affections by p u ttin g  the  
kidneys in a healty  oondition, thereby  en­
abling them  to expel the  w aste or poisonous 
m atte r from  th e  system .

Ho Couldn't Enthuse.
B ran ch —Tree, oongratu late me, and come 

r igh t along and take  som ething. Yes, you’ve 
got to. I t 's  a ten-pound boy. My first, 
you know.

T ree—R eally, B ranch , you m ust exouse 
me th is  m orning, for I  oannot en te r in to  
th e  sp irit of th e  oooasion. Do not in sis t 
now. I  am  in  no mood for it.

B ran ch —W h a t’s th e  m a tte r , old m an  ?
Tree—I t ’s a boy a t  our house, too. My 

eighth, you know.

ЛѴШ Be Goosey, Next.

M r. Nuwed (tenderly, b u t inflexibly)—I t  
seems to m e th a t  “ Lovey ” and “ Sweetie ” 
and  “ D e a r ie ” ought to  afford you soope 
enough. I t  m akes a m an bluBh to  be 
oalled “ D arling  ” a t  every o th er word, p a r ­
ticu la rly  in th e  presenoe of strangers. B u t 
I  d raw  th e  line a t “ D uokey.” I  w on 't be 
oalled “ Duokey ” by any  one 1”

Мгв. Nuwed (tearfu lly )—All righ
B ird ie ,” I  w ont. B u t I  love yon so m uoh 
D olly,” th a t  i t ’s h a rd  not to . D o n 't yon 
u nderstand , “ Baby "  ?

Her Face was Her Fortune.
Sho was as p re tty  as a p ic tu re  and  EO 

an im ated  and lively th a t  it  did one good to 
look a t her. Sho was all th is  b u t ehe is not 
now. Poor soul, th e  rosea linger no m ore 
in h er cheeks, tha  fo rm er lueter of h e r  еуев 
ів gone. She ia a woe-begone looking pieoe 
of hum an ity  now. She haa one of thoae 
troubles so oommon to  women and  needs 
D r. P ierce’s F av o rite  P rescrip tion . I t  re ­
cuperates tho w asted B treng th , pu ts th e  
whole system  rig h t, restores th e  roses and  
the  lu ster, and m akes th e  w om an w hat ehe 
onoe waa, b righ t, well and happy . “ F av o r­
ite  P rescrip tion  ” is th e  only m edicine for 
women, sold by druggiBta, under a positive 
guarantee, from  th e  m anufactu re rs , th a t  it  
w ill give sa tisfaction  in  every ease, or 
m oney w ill be refunded. T h is  guaran tee 
h as been p rin ted  on th e  bottle-w rapper, and 
fa ith fu lly  oarried  ou t for m any  years.

Superior to Dynamite.

E xperim en ts first m ado in London w ith  
carbo-dynam ite , qpe of the  la tes t explos­
ives, would seem to  show th a t  it  possesses 
eome im p o rtan t advantages over o rd inary  
dynam ite , am ong o thers th a t  of consider­
ably grea ter power, and th e  generation of 
m uch lesa noxious vapor when exploded in  
confined plaoes. I t  is composed of n itro ­
glycerine absorbed by ten  p a rts  of a  variety  
of carbon, and  is claim ed to  bo entirely  
unaffeoted by w ater.—New YorkTelegram.

“ о . K .”
The origin of th e  expression “  I t  is a ll 

О. K .” is thue to ld : A n ignorant official 
endorsed each acoount th a t  he aud ited  and  
found oorrect—O .K—m eaning to  in tim ate  
th a t  th e  bill was all correct, or аз he p ro ­
nounced and spelt it, Oil Krect. W hatever 
th e  origin, th e  expression is used in  a 
varie ty  of connections, as for instanoe, 
when Robson told Tom kins th a t  h is w ife’s 
h ea lth  had  been O.K. ever since she used a 
few bottles of D r. P ieroe’s F av o rite  P re s ­
crip tion . I t  is th e  great oure for all th e  
painful and  d istressing  ailm ents and 
weaknesses pecu liar to  women. I t  is th e  
only guaranteed oure for these ailm ents, 
sold by druggists. M oney paid  for i t  w ill 
be prom ptly  re tu rn ed  if it  d o n 't give sa tis ­
faction. See guarantee p rin ted  on the  
bottle-w rapper.

That Boy Again.
T om m y— Say, M r. D ryleigh, you can  try  

i t  on ma if you like.
Rev. M r. D .—I  don’t  u nderstand  you, my 

ohild. T ry  w hat ?
“ W hy, m a says you can  p u t anybody 

to sleep in  five m in u tes."  (Tableau.)— 
Grip.

$ 5 0 0  R e w a rd .
F o r m any  years the  m anu fac tu re rs  of 

D r. Sage’s C a ta rrh  R em edy have offered, 
in good fa ith , a s tand ing  rew ard  of $500 for 
a oase of chronic nasa l c a ta rrh  whioh th ey  
oannot cure. No m a tte r  how bad th e  d is­
ease h as  become, or of how  m an y  years 
B tanding, it yields, in due tim e, to  th e ir  
skill. T h is  fam ous rem edy is sold by d rug ­
gists a t 50 cents.

A Strong Appeal.
V an Setm eup (fils)—Come, fa ther, be 

generous. L e t m e have a thouaand and I ’ll 
m ake it  last a m onth , ’pon honor.

V an Setm eup (pere)—My dear boy, con­
sider. I f  you go on spending a t  th is  ra te  
you 'll be as poor as I  am  before long.

g —V iotoria M orosini, th e  daughter^of the  
m illionaire , who m arried  her fa th e r’s ooaoh- 
m an  several years ago and s ta rred  on th e  
stage, haa done sa tisfacto ry  penance for 
h e r  social sin, and  ia again w ith  h er fa th e r  
aa a modeat b u t a ttrac tiv e  belle a t S a ra ­
toga.

Gen. RuBaell A. Alger has been elected 
N ational Com m ander-in-O hief of th e  G rand  
A rm y of Republio.

Looking a t: th e  m a tte r  from  a philoao- 
phioal poin t of view, w h at an eaay th ing  it 
ia for o th er people to be m istaken  !

—T he D uchess of P o rtlan d  has prom ised 
a ton  of toya to  th e  ohildren of an  E ngliah  
village.

—T he beBt horse is m ade to  lose a raoe 
by being pulled ; b u t th a  beat boat only 
wina by it.

DOKb 3Ï89.

A g e n t s  m a k e  $ 1 0 0  a  m o n t h
w ith  us. S end  20c. fo r te rm s . A co lo red  

ru g  p a t te r n  a n d  60 co lo red  designs. W . & F  
BU SH , St. T hom as, O nt.

DUNN’S = 
BAKING 
POWDER
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