
to  оошв over and hear hia fe llow -coun try- 
m en on  th e  banks of th e  Saskatchew an . 
B u t I  th in k  th ere ia ev id en ce  to  show  
th a t  th ere w ere others th an  th e  halfbreeds 
m ixed  up w ith  th e  m atter. (H ear, hear.) 
M en w ho have escaped far too  e a sily —  
m en w ho w ere w illin g  to  go ju st  so far ав 
th e y  dare go , b u t w b o  rem ained in  th e  
background, and pu sh ed  on th ese  u n fortu 
nate  and uu tutored  halfbreeds, hop ing  to  
m ake th em  th e  ca ts-p aw s, w h o  w ere  to  
pu ll th e  ch estn u ts  ou t of th e  Are. (H ear, 
hear, and ch eers.) I  find here ev id en c e  to  
prove th a t a t th a t  very  d a te  correspond
ence w as g o in g  on b etw een  th e  organ iza
tio n , kn ow n  as th e  Farm er's U n ion , and  
som e o f th e  w h ites  in  P rin ce  A lb ert, 
w h ich  I  th in k  seem s to  in d ica te  th a t th ey  
had som e hand or p art in th is  m atter  ; 
and for m y  p art I  am  prepared to  b e lieve  
— I  d on ’t  k n ow  how  i t  occurs to  
yo u — th a t th e  m on ey  w h ich  w e n t to  p ay  
th e  exp en ses o f th ese  ha lfbreeds g o in g  to  
M ontan a  cam e o u t of th e  pook ets of som e  
of th e  w h ite  rebels w no w ere  th en  liv in g  
iu P rin ce  A lb ert. (Loud nheers.) O n th e  
18th  of J u n e , 1884, about th e  tim e th ese  
m e n  had gone to  M ontana— R ie l cam e 
over on th e  8 th  of J u ly — a le tte r  w as w r it
ten  by  a m an nam ed M ack H ow e to G eorge  
P u rv is, secretary  o f th e  Farm ers’ U n ion , 
from  w hich  I  w ill read you som e e x tra cts  : 

“  D ear S ir ,— I  th in k  th ere has n o t been  
s in ce  th e  com m encem ent o f th e  a g ita tion  
a b e t te r  tim e to  str ik e  th a n  th e  present. 
E v e ry th in g  seem s ripe for it. I  am certain  
s e v e n -e ighths of th e  people of W in n ip eg  are 
in  our favor, and I  am  certain  f iur or five 
h u n d re d  good m en w ill aocem plish  our 
ob ject w ith o u t an y  d ifficu lty  w h atever, 
T iie  fa c t  o f th e  m atter  is th is, w e  have  
n o th in g ; to  res ist us, th e  m ilita ry  here  
is  n o th in g  m ore tn an  a p a c k  of 
bo y s , aud w e h a v e  easy  access о th e  store  
room s. W e had a sm all m eetin g  to -n igh t, 
ami th e  p arties p resen t w ere unanim ous  
in  fa v o r o f m a k in g  a s t r ik e  a t once. N ow  
I  th iu k  th a t  if  w e d e lay  w e w ill n o t on ly  
be lo s in g  ground , b u t  tb e  th in g , w ill  never  
b e  acco m p lish ed . I  w ou ld  lik e  to  know  
th e  p o ss ib le  num ber of m en  w ho can be 
g o t from  th e  ooun try to  a ssis t th e  schem e. 
X h ope  y o u  w ill com e to  som e d efin ite  
co n c lu sio n  at y o u r  co u n cil m e e t in g .”

I  m ve  yo u  t h a t  as  one  p iece  of ev id en ce  
in  s u p p o r t  o f m y  v iew  t h a t  b eh in d  th e  
h a lfb re e d s , eg g in g  th e m  on a n d  f u r n is h 
in g  th e m  w ith  m o n ey , w e re  som e of 
T H E  W H IT E  P E O P L E  O F  P R I N C E  A L B E R T . 

(H>.ar, h e a r .)  W h y  w e re  th e y  d o in g  th is ,  
y o u  m ay a s k ?  T im es  w e ro  h a rd  ; ic w as 
one  c f th e  w 'o rst y e a rs  t h a t  th e  tra d e r«  
a n d  o th e rs  in  t h a t  lo c a li ty  h a d  e x 
p e r i e n c e d ,  a n d  th e y  w e re  a n x io u s  th a t  
th e  G o v e rn m e n t s h o u ld  g iv e  th i s  s c r ip  to  
t h e  h a lib re e d s ,  a n d  w h y  ? W h ere  
w o u ld  th is  s c r ip  h a v e  g o n e?  W h o  w o u ld  
h a v e  re a p ed  a  p ro f it  o u t  o f i t ?  W h o  else 
b u t  th e  t r a d e r s  a u d  s p e c u la to rs  of P r in c e  
A lb e r t ,  a n d  th o s e  w ere  th e  m e n  w h o  w ere  
s t i r r i n g  u p  th is  d e m a n d  fo r sc r ip  so t h a t  
th e y  w o u ld  m a k e  som e m o n ey  o u t of i t ,  
•w h ile  th c  d e m a n d  w as  b e in g  o s ten s ib ly  
in s d e  i i th e  in te r e s ts  of th e  h a lfb ie e a s  
fhem w .lves. ( tL -a r, h e a r  a n d  1 m d  ch ee rs .)  
i 'ic ,  1 w ill g iv e  y o u  som e m o re  ev id en o e . 
J au k x o u , th e  m a n  w bo  a f te rw a rd s  beoam e 
ï i i e  i'e '.re ta ry , w ro te  a l e t t e r  to  T itel on 
tu e  *:S:;4 of J u l y ,  a n d  y ou  w e ll re m e m b e r 
viili!: R ’e l cam e  in to  th e  c o u n try  on  th e  
iii.ii uf J u ly ,  № t i n t  i t  w as  h a rd ly  p o ssib le  
i h a t  th e  p lo t  w as  h a tc h e d  s u b s e q u e n tly  to  
h is  a r r iv a l  in  th e  N  irtli W e s t.  H e re  is 
ы і e x t r a c t  from  th is  l e t t e r  :

M aclise  w ro te  p r iv a te ly  to  B la k e  a s k 
in g  h im  n o t  to  s to p  a t  J ,. C la rk e 's ,  a n d  
B la k e  w ro te  b a c k  t h a t  h ie  h e a l th  w ould  n o t 
p e rm it  h im  to  v is i t  th e  N o r th - W e s t  th is  
n u m m er. Y o u r  v is  t  m ay  c iu se  h im  to  
c h an g e  h is  p lan s , .b i t  I  can  k e ep  p o s ted  
th ro u g h  M uclise , w h o  h a s  k e p t  up  a  oor- 
re ipondeiJC o w ith  h im  sine«  1SS2. F is h e r  
i;a m y  l ie u te n a n t  am o n g  th e  y o u n g  m en  of 
fcne p lace , n n d  k eep s  m e p o s te d  as to  th e  
cii e m y ’s m o v em e n ts  iu t h a t  q u a r te r .  I  
t h in k  D eacon , w ho  is a  M e th o d is t ,  h a s  
tioan M r. J ’a ik e r ,  b u t  M r. P a r k e r  is too  
bound  iu  p r iu o  p ie  to  be  lo s t to  us. M r. 
M c W illia m s , th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  m in is te r , 
w h o  h a s  h i th e r to  b een  a  L ib e ra l, s ta te d  
Uiat n ig h t  at. s u p p e r  ta b le ,  t h a t  lie h a s  j e t  
to  i i a n i  w h a t  o u r  g rie v an ces  a r e .”

I  w i-h  M r. B ia k e  w o u ld  o n ly  re a d  
th is  о р іп ч .ц  by  a  I’re sb v fe r ia n  c le rg y 
m a n , w ho  w 'as u p  th e re  a t  th e  
tim e , w h o  saw' w h a t  w as  g o in g  on , w ho  
b e lo n g ed  to  M r, B la k e 's  o w n  p o litic a l 
p e rsu as io n , a n d  w ho  say s  “ he  h a s  y e t  to 
le a rn  w h a t o u r  g rie v a n c e  a r e .” ( l l e a r ,  
h e a r  ) T h e  le t te r  goes on :—

•‘I t  is  ti ie  m is fo rtu n e  of c le rg y m e n  t h a t  
th e y  see  o n ly  oue  t id e  of a  m a n ’s
c h a ra c te r ,  a u d  M r. S p rç u l is a  p ro m in e n t
p i l la r  of th e  P r e s b y te i ia n  c h u rc h  ; y e t  
M r. M cW illia m s  is too  good a  m an , I  
th iu k ,  to  be b lin d e d  fo r a n y  le n g th  ç f
tim e . I  w ill  le av e  h im  to  fo rm  h is
o p in io n  from  e v e n ts , a n d  o u r  p e ti t io n  m a y  
e n lig h te n  him  as to  o u r  g r ie v a n c e s .”

A nd  ao on. T h is  lo n g  l e t t e r  w as w r i t t e n  
on  tiie  2 5 rd  of J u ly ,  15 d a y s  a f te r  K ie l 
cam e in to  th e  c o u n try — w r it t e n  b y  th is  
m an  J a c k s o n , w h o  a f te rw a rd s  becam e 
K ie l’s s e c re ta ry ,  p la in ly  sh o w in g  t h a t  a t  
a  l e v e n ts  a t  t h a t  d a te ,  n o  m a t te r  w h a t 
B ie l’s p re te n c e s  .w e re , no  m a t te r  how  
fa ir ly  a n d  p la u s ib ly  he  sp o k e , uo  m a s te r  
t h a t  he  a»«um ed to  be h e ad in g  a  c o n s t i tu 
t io n a l a g ita t io n , th e y  h a d  e eç re tly  an d  
<t< ib n ra te ly  d e te rm in e d  on  open  reb e llio n . 
(H e a r ,  h s a r .)  K u w  le t  m e sh o w  yo u  how  
th e  G  iv e m m e n t w ere  m is led  w ith  re g a rd  
to  th e  a sp e c t of a f t i i r s  a t  t h a t  tim e . They  
b a d  c o m m u n ica tio n s  from  a  t ru e  fr ie n d  of 
th e  h a lf-b ree d s  in  th e  N o r th  W e s t ,  F a th e r  
A n d re ,  w bo  w as  th e r e  on  th e  sp o t ; he 
k e p t  tlio  G o v e rn m e n t iu fo rm c d  fro m  tim e  
to  tim e  on  th e  n a tu r e  a u d  e x te n t  of tb e  
a g ita tio n , a n d  I  w ill r e a d  to  y o u  w h a t  
F a th e r  A n d re  s a id  w ith  regard to  R ie l, 
a n d  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  he  w as c o n d u c t
in g  th is  a g i ta t io n , w h en  w e now1 k n o w  
t h a t  he  w as im p o s in g  on th e  good fa th e r ,  
o p e n ly  p re te u d in g  to  be  a p e ac eab le  aud  
p u b lic  s p ir i te d  m an, w h ile  s t c r e t ly  he  w as 
p lo t t in g  tre a so u  c o t  m e re ly  a g a in s t  th e  
c ro w n , b u t  w h a t  p e rh a p s  w as  in  som e r e 
s p ec ts  w orse— p lo t t in g  tre a so n  a g a in s t  th e  
u n fo r tu n a te  h a lf  b re e d s , w h o  w e re  t r u s t 
in g  h im  to  th o  fu lle s t  e x te n t .  O n tb e  7 th  
of J u ly
FATHER ANDRE WROTE TO THE GOVERNOR
of th e  N o r th - W e s t  T e r r i to r ie s  in  th e  fo l
lo w in g  te rm s  :—■

“  Y o u r  H o n o r , — Y o u r  te le g ra m  a ffo rds 
m e a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  w r i te  yo u  a b o u t a n  
e v e n t  of w h ich  y o u  a re  s u re  to  re ce iv e  
sev e ra l d if f e ie n t  a cc o u n ts , w h ich  w ill be 
co lo red  ac c o rd in g  to  th e  v iew s a n d  
in te re s ts  o f th e  p e rso n s  w r i t in g  to  
y o u . I  a ss u re  yo u  I  h a v e  no  o th e r  d e 
s ig n  in  w r i t in g  to  y o u  th a n  to  k e e p  you  
in fo rm e d  a b o u t th e  t r u e  s ta t e  of th in g s . 
R ie l  a n d  d e le g a te s  h a v e  a r r iv e d  from  
acro ss  th e  lin e . T h e  n ew s  m a y  s u rp r is e  
a c d  a la rm  y o u  a b o u t th e  t r a n q u i l i t y  of 
th e  c o u u try . b n t  y o u  c an  s e t  y o u r  m in d  
q u ie t  a b o u t t h a t ,  a n d  h a v e  no  fea r of a n y  
d is tu rb a n c e  in  th e  o o u n try . Y o u  k u o w  I  
am  k n o w n  to  be  a  fr ie n d  o f M r. R ie l, an d  
I  look  to  th e  e v e n t  of h is  a r r iv a l  am ong  us 
a s a  d a n g e r  to  th e  p eace  of o u r  c o m m u n ity , 
b u t  now  I  d o  n o t  e n te r ta in  th e  le a s t 
su sp ic io n  a b o u t R ie l  c au s in g  a n y  tro u b le . 
H o  a c ts  q u ie t ly  a n d  s p e a k s  w isely . F ro m  
a ll  th e  re p o r ts  I  h e a rd  a b o u t h im , he 
b la m e d  C h a r le s  N o lin  fo r  h a v in g  re fu sed  
to  p re s e n t y o u r  H o n o r w ith  a n  a d d re ss  I  
en c lo se  h e re  th e  re p o r t  of th e  d e le g a te s  
s e n t  to  M r. R ie l, a u d , to o , th e  a n sw e r  of 
M r. R ie l fo r  h is  re a so n s  a c c e p tin g  th e  r e 
q u e s t  of th e  p eo p le  o f th e  S a s k a tc h e w a n  
Йо com e a n d  see th e m  in  o rd e r  to  h e lp  th e m  
to  o b ta in  th e i r  r ig h t s  fro m  th e  G o v e rn 
m e n t. Y ou  w ill see  t h a t  a n sw e r is s u i t 
ab le , a n d  sm ells  n o t  o f tre a so n . T h ese  
d o c u m e n ts , of w h io h  I  s en d  y o u  t r u e  copy , 
arere h a n d e d  to  L o u is  S c h m id t,  a s  s e c re 
t a r y  o l th e  co m m itte e  a p p o in te d  to  o r 
g an ize  la s t  s p r in g  a  d e p u ta t io n  to  M r. 
R ie l. L . S c h m id t h aa  b e en  k in d  e n o u g h  
to  p ro v id e  m e w ith  a  copy  o f th e s e  d o c u 
m e n ts , w h ieh  a re  to  be  m a d e  k n o w n  a t  
th e  m e e tin g  to  be  h e ld  n e x t  T u e s d a y  a t  
th e  S o u th  B ra n c h , am o n g  E n g lish  half- 
b ree d s . M r. R ie l is to  com e 
th e re .  I  th in k  i t  is  im p o r ta n t  
t h a t  y o u  s h o u ld  k u o w  th e se

d ocu m en ts, w h ich  w ill show  you  R ie l 
m eans no  m isch ie f. Y ou  w ill receive  
alarm in g  reports abou t th e  danger in  
w hioh  th e  cou n try  is , in  consequence of 
R ie l’s arriva l. D o n o t b e lieve  a word. 
T hose persons w ill be v ery  g lad  th a t you  
shou ld  com m it som e rash aot. T n ey  w ill 
send and ad v ise  you  to  have R ie l arrested. 
F or G od ’s sake, never  com m it such an ac t, 
before you  have  good  m otives to  ju stify  
such  an ac t. A good m an y persons w ill 
u rge y o u  to  sen d here 200 or 300 p o lice 
m en. T h ey  w ill  be g lad  to  see  th e  G overn
m en t go to  exp en ses, because th a t w ill  be  
so m uch m ou ey  p u t in  th e ir  pookets. 
N o th in g , so  far, requires to  sen d one m ore 
m an to  k eep  th e  peace of th e  oountry. 
T h e halfbreede, E n g lish , as w e ll as French, 
u n derstand  too  w e ll th e  foo lishn ess, and  
tb e  conseq uences o f r is in g  iu  a reb ellion  
again st th e  G overnm ent, and R ie l seem s  
rea lly  to  a c t b y  good  m otives , and to  have  
no bad d esign . , A m an . w ill  n o t bring  
h is w ife  and ch ild ren  a long w ith  
h im , if  he in ten d ed  to raise a reb ellion , 
aud M r. R ie l has b rou gh t h is  w ife  and his 
l it t le  ch ild ren  w ith  h im , and th a t is  th e  
b est proof th a t  be has no  bad in ten tion s. 
I  w r ite  you  in  earn est and te ll  you  m y  
Banguine oonviotion , th a t  th ere  is no d a n 
ger of au y  troub le  if  you  b u t q u iet Mr. 
R ie l, b u t i f  you  or a n y  official interferes  
w ith  h im  or tr y  to  h a v e  h im  arrested, 
th ere is a lm ost a cer ta in ty  of troub le, and 
halfw reeds and In d ia n s w ill jo in  togeth er  ; 
so, as lo a g  as M r. R ie l conducts h im self  
q u ie tly , w h y  trou b le  h im  aud raise th e  
auger o f th e  people ?

T he sam e w o rth y  p riest, later  on, on 
th e  2 1 st of J u ly  w rote  another com m u ni
cation  couched in  s t ill  stronger term s. I 
w ill read som e portions of i t  to  show  w h a t  
R iel w as d o in g  and p reten d in g  to  th e  
peop le  on th e  S ask atch ew an  and m ore 
esp ec ia lly  to  th is  p r iest o f h is ow n Church.

“  H o n o r a b l e  S i r , — S in ce m y  la s t le tter  
to  your honor n o th in g  has hap pened to  
distu rb m y b e lie f th a t  R ie l, in  com ing to  
th is  cou n try , has n o t any bad d esign  in  
v iew . H e  has acted  and  spoken  in  a  q u iet 
and sen sib le  w a y  every  tim e he has had an 
opp ortu n ity  of app ea ling  before th e  p u b 
lio, and no one can p o in t out an y  act or 
w ord of h is w hich  is liab le  to  create  an y  
d istu rb an ce  in  th e  oountry. A ll  hie en 
deavours, so far as I  kn ow , are to m ake  
th e  peop le  un derstand  th a t in  answ erin g  
to  th e ir  ca ll he has no o th er  ob ject than  
to  h e lp  th em  b y  leg itim a te  and peacefu l 
m eans. R ie l, he says h im self, o f 1869 and  
1SS4 are q u ite  tw o  d ifferent m en. W e  
h ave  now  in  th e  cou n try  a regu lar govern 
m en t w h ich  e x is ts  by  a u th o r ity  of H e r  
M ajesty  th e Q ueen ; in  1869 he m ade a 
stan d  asiainst C anada, w h ich  w an ted  to  
ta k e  possession  of th e  cou n try  w ith o u t any  
previous agreem en t to  secu re  th e  r igh ts of 
th e  people;of M anitoba a n d th e  N o r th -W e st  
bu t to  sa y  th e  N o r th -W est is an in tegra l 
part o f Canada., and hav in g  th e  experien ce  
of a lm ost n in e years  sp en t ia  th o S ta tes, 
he is able to  assure hia countrym en , th e  
h alib reed s, th ey  are b etter  off on tbia side  
of th e  lin e , and does not w ish  th em  to  be
com e A m erioans. l i e  has passed through  
a hard school in w h ich  he lias learned a 
good m an y u sefu l le sio n s, and th e  one lie 
sats to  heart is to  rem ain  q u iet aud  
to  w'ork for h is fe llow -coun trym on  
b y  open and fa ir w aya. E veryw h ere  R iel 
goes he is creatin g  th e  m ost favorable im  
pressions iu h is  favor, and w ith  th e  e x 
cep tion  of te a  cr  tw e lv e  prejud iced  per
sons, he seem s to  be v ery  popular, n o t ouly  
am on gtt th e  French , b u t also am on gst th e  
E n glish  p o p u la tion .”

T hen  F ath er  Atidre says in  another part 
of h is lon g  le tte r  :—

“ T o-d ay  th ese  men have fa iled , and  
have seen  th e ir  ex p ecta tion  to see a riot 
fa ll d ow n, and th ey  are grea tly  d isap  
p o in ted , and w iil tr y  to  rep resen t th in gs  
un der a b lack  c lou d , n o t according to  real 
fa c ts , b u t according to  th eir  im agination  ; 
th ey  w ill try  to  d istor t th e s im p lest th in gs, 
and w ill rep resen t R ie l as bound to  d is 
tu rb  th e  peace of th e  oountry ; bu t, 
G overnor, as an h on est m an, 1 te ll  you  
R ie l has no oth er purpose th an  to  h elp  th e  
people in  th eir  d ifficu lties. H e  stron g
ly  advocate  < peace and un ion  am ong  
a ll th e  several section s of th a country. I 
have n o t .heard a hard w ord ia il from his 
m ou th . W h a t are h is pu rp oses?  T hey  
are a good m au y and require a lon g  tuna  
if  he w an  ed  to  see tn em  oarried out. 
1st. H e  w a n ts  th e  h a lb r e e d s  to  h ave  a 
free gran t to th e  lan d  th e y  occu py ; he 
w an ts to ag ita te  to  have th e  th ree d is 
tr ic ts  of S ask atch ew an , A lb erta , A ssiu i-  
boia erected  in to  p rov inces, or a t lea st to  
have  each d is tr ic t r e p r e s e n te d  in  P arlia 
m en t ; he w a n ts  to  have  th e  lan d  law s  
am ended to  su it  m ore th e  rapid settlem en t  
of th e  country . T hese, as far as I  rem em 
ber, w ere th e  lead in g  p o in ts to  w h ich  he 
addressed  th e  people of P r in ce  A lb ert laut 
S atu rd ay . I  w e n t to  hear h im  and I  m ay  
say  th a t he speaks w e ll and e loq u en tly  ; 
he speaks flu en tly  E n g lish , aud h is  ex- 
prastions are ju s t  and correct. H e created  
a great sen sation  and W'as im m m ensely  
app lauded  a ll th rou gh  h is  long  
add ress, and h is opp onents are ob liged  to  
cred it h im  w ith  m uch ta len ts  and a c lever  
w ay  to  bring th e  peop le  over to  h im . I  
could  n o t h elp  adm iring h im  to  see  how  
s itu a ted  as he W a s , he overcom es all. th c  
d ifficu lties w h ich  surround him , and draw s 
th e  sym p ath ies  o f th e  assem bly  tow ards  
h in. W h a t w ould be th e  end of a ll th is?  
T he end w ill  be th a t  for a tim e w e w iil have  
p len ty  ta lk , p le n ty  m eetings, p len ty  p e t i
tion s, and after  a tim e  th e  e x c item en t w ill 
g e t over aud wTe w ill beoom ecalm  as usual, 
and R ie l w h o  is our w onder to -d ay , w ill 
becom e a com m on m orta l for us, aud w e  
w ill be a s m uch advan ced  as w e a r e  to-day, 
and th ese  g rea t reform s w ill becom e sta le  
th in g s , aud th e  b ig  m en w ill go dow n. 
T h a ï, sir , is  m y im p ression  of th e  p resent 
s ta te  of th in gs . W e  w an ted  som e  
W h a t w ill be  th e  resu lt of a ll  th is  ? T he  
th in g  to  occu p y  us for a w h ile  ta lk 
in g  abou t h im , and p u t an end to  th e  
ta lk  about th e  crops, and th e  poor pros
p ects before us to have a good one.

N o w , as far as m y opin ion  ia w orth  a n y 
th in g , I ad v ise  stro n g ly  n e t  G overnm ent 
to  in terfere  w ith  R ie l .aa long as he keeps  
q n iet. I  can n ot h id e from  you th a t his 
in fluence for good or e v il is  great am ong  
th e  h a libreeds, F rench  as w e ll as E n glish ;  
he has a grea t m sn y  advan tages even  
am ong th e  w h ite  p op ulation , and th e  I n 
d ian s in  th e  N o r th -W e st w ill  rem ain  
q u iet as lon g  as th e  halfbreeds w ill not s e t  
a bad exam p le  to  thorn. T h ey  a ll look  on 
R ie l as th eir  leader, and th o  G overnm ent 
o u g h t to  a c t w'isely u o t to  create  an o u t
break b y  a n y  rash aot of th eirs. I  am  
con v in ced  th ere  is n o t an y  danger o f d i s 
turbance. T h e  arrival of R ie l has aoted  
as a calm  on a ll th e  a g ita ted  m in ds, and  
a ll h is w ords are to  ad vocate  peace and  
good fee lin g  am ong a ll th e  people in  th e  
c o u n try .”

T hese w ere th e  com m unications w h ich  
th is  w orth y  gentlem an  in  obedience to  his 
d u ty  to  keep  th e  G overnm ent inform ed of 
w h a t w as passing, w rote  from  tim e to  tim e  
to  L ieutenant-G overnor D ew d n ey , and by  
him  com m unicated  to  th e  G overnm ent a t  
O ttaw a. A fter  a l i t t le  w'hile th e  scene  
changes. S e v en  publio m eetin gs in  all 
w ere held . A t  a ll th ese  m eetin gs R ie l 
w as th e  h er o —w ise  and p ru d en t of cou n 
sel, e loq u en t o f ton gu e, recom m ending  
various reform a— th e  sen sation  of th e  
hour. B u t no w ord of rebellion , no w ord  
of an y  u n con stitu tion a l m eth ods, and th e y  
seem  to  have un derstood p er fectly  th e  
difference b etw een  a con stitu tion a l ag ita tion  
and open w ar— w h ile  a ll th is  tim e lie  w as 
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and preparing for au outbreak . B u t R ie l  
began to  despair, and here le t  m e 
read you  a docum en t, referring to  
a dem and th e  refusa l o f  w hich  
waa th e  real cause of th e  outbreak . I t  is  
a le tter  w h ich  w as sen t to  M ajor Crozier, 
of th e  M ounted  P o lice  by  In sp ector H ow e, 
and w as Bent b y  M ajor Crozier to  th e  
G overnor o f th e  N o r th -W est. M ark you, 
th is  wae in  th e  m ou th  o f D ecem b er, 18S4, 
and th e  outbreak occurred iu  th e  M arch  
fo llow in g  :

“  S i r , — I  have th e  honor to  rep ort th a t  
M r. M cD ow ell, m em ber c f  th e  N orth

W e st C ounoil, returned y esterd ay  from  St. 
L au ren t, to  w h ioh  platfe he w en t, acoom-

Eallied b y  P ere A ndre, a t th e  req u est of
lO i is  R ie l, w h o  w ish ed  to  h o ld  a conver

sation  w ith  h im  as m em ber for th e  d is 
tr ic t.

“  R ie l s ta ted  th a t  he w a s th in k in g  
s h o rtly  o f return ing to  M on tan a  if  th e  
G overnm ent w ou ld  o u ly  g iv e  him  
th e  m eans to  do so ; he further  
s ta ted  th a t  he w ish ed  representation  
m ade to  th e  G overnm ent th a t  
if  a oertain  sum  w as paid  to  h im  in  cash  
(M r. M cD ow ell seem s to  th in k  he w ould  
accep t $5 ,000) hs w ou ld  a t once lea v e  th e  
cou n try . H e  says h e  has such influence  
w ith  th e  half-breed s th a t a n y  r ig h ts  th ey  
th in k  th e y  have or c la im s upon th e  G ov
ern m ent w ou ld  be a t once dropped by  
th em  if  he ad v ised  th em  to  do so.

“  H e  sa y s  he is very  poor and has a c tu 
a lly  n o th in g  to  liv e  upon, and if  he cannot 
procure m eans to  leave  th e  cou n try  as 
w e ll as som eth in g  to  se tt le  upon h is  w ife  
and fa m ily , he w ill s tarve, w h ich  m igh t 
m ak e him  desperate.

“  A s soon as th e  G overnm ent g iv es  him  
w h a t he asks for, he w ill, he says, g iv e  up  
a ll connection  w ith  th e  o th er  half-breeds, 
in  fa c t th row  th em  a ll over, and p led ge  
him self not to  retu rn  to  th is  country .

“  H is  in fluence am ong th e  ha lfbreeds is  
v ery  grea t he says, aud th a t th ey  w ill  
obey him  m ost im p lic itly  in  w h atever  
po licy  he m ay  assum e, p o litic a lly  or o th er
w ise . H e  says he shou ld  lik e  to  see Sir  
Joh n , b u t can n ot procure th e  m eans to  go  
to  O tta w a .”

N o w  le t  us look a t th e  character of th e  
m an— a  m an w ho in  publio  w as a ll for 
p eace— w ise , p ru d en t, a leader of th e  
p eop le , d is in terested , anxiou s to  d irect 
th em , b u t w h o  eecretly  w as hatohing  
treason aga in st th e  G overnm ent, secretly  
w as w illin g  to b etray  th e  halfbreads for a 
sum  o f m on ey , to  abandon th eir  cause and 
th row  th em  over for ever. R ie l h im self was  
th o ha lfbreed  grievance. (H ear, hear) 
T he cla im  to  be se ttle d  w as h is  c la im  ; 
se tt le  w ith  R ie l and th e  w h o le  grievance  
w as d isposed  of. (H ear, hear aud  cheers.) 
N o w , w as th a t m an a lu n atic  ? On th e  
contrary w as he n o t v ery  shrew d and  
w ise?  P erhaps n o t a v ery  nob le character, 
perhaps n o t a m an to  be adm ired , w h en  
w e see th rou gh  and th ro n g s  h is  character, 
b u t look in g  a t him  as w e  now  see him  
and kn ow  him , w ill  an y  m an pretend  to  
say  th a t R ie l w as a lu n a tic , or th a t he  
w as not ju st  as responsib le for hia acts  as 
an y  m an w ho is  lis ten in g  to  m e. (H ear, 
h ear.) W e ll, th ere is  another in terv iew  
w ith  N o lin , a halfbreed  lik e  h im self, but 
w ho dec lin es, how ever, to  go  in to  open  
reb ellion  as R ie l desired , or to  abandon  
th e  safe  ground of con stitu tion a l a g ita 
tion  ; and to  N o lin  and F ath er  A ndre he 
m ade another proposition . F irs t he said  
he w an ted  $100,000 ; afterw ards he w ould  
ta k e  $35 ,000  and leave  th e  cou n try , and in  
so m an y w ords be said  th a t if he go t th is  
m on ey  he w ou ld  th row  over th e  halfbreeds  
a ltogeth er . (H ear, hear.) N o w  I  ask  you  
if  it  is  fair to  charge on th e  G overnm ent 
th e  r esp o n sib ility  for th e  reb ellion?  
O ught th e  G overnm ent, in  th e  face o f th e  
langu age th ey  had from  F ath er  A ndre, to  
h ave arrested  R ie l— F ath er  A ndre w ho  
k n ew  m ore th an  a lm ost an y  m an abou t his  
m ovem ents, w h o  reported  from  tim e to  
tim e ih a t
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w ho w rote  on a subseq uent occasion  th a t  
a t a ban quet w h ich  w as h eld  he proposed  
th e  h ea lth  of H er M a jesty  th e  Q ueen, aud  
w ho told  th e  G overnm ent th a t i i  he w ere  
in terfered  w ith  it  w ould  on ly  lead  to d is 
turbance. T h e  so-called  ha lfbreed  grie
vance w’as R ie l h im self, and I  ask  you  
could th e  G overnm ent be blam ed under  
th e  c ircu m stances ? R ie l says pay m e th is  
m on ey  and I  w ill go to  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s , or to  Q uebec or any p lace
e lse  you  p lease, and never cam e back
again  ; he w ou ld  ad v ise  h is  delud ed  fo l
low ers to  go  to  th eir  hom es aud th ere
w ou ld  be no d istu rb ance. I  aay th a t no 
reasonable m an can accep t th e  proposition  
w hich M r. B la k e  endeavors to  la y  dow n  
as to  R ie l’s n o t hav in g  been th e  cause of 
th e  outbreak , and th a t th e  G overnm ent 
w ere th em selves respon sib le for it . T h ings  
w e n t on from d a y  to  d ay , and a t la s t w e  
are to ld  tb a t N o lin , anxiou s to  p reven t  
an y  d istu rb ance, su ggested  to  R ie l in  
cou n cil th a t  before th ey  broke out th ey  
shou ld  have a novena, or n in e  d a y s’ 
prayer. R ie l objected  v ery  stro n g ly  to  
th a t, because he w as afraid th a t th e  half- 
breeds w ou ld  aga in  com e un der th e  
ir.lluenoe of th e ir  p r iests  w hom  
tn e y  resp ected  and honored as 
th eir  sp ir itu a l gu id es and d irec 
tors. H e  succeeded  in  k eep in g  m any  
aw ay  from  th e  novcna, and before th e  n ine  
d a y s  had  exp ired  he had com m enced th e  
rebellion  aud had com m itted  an a c t of 
treason . B u t to  show  yo u  th a t even  in  
Septem ber th e  b ishops and
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le t  m e read you an ex tra ct from  a le tter  
w ritten  on th e  16th of th a t m on th  and  
pu b lish ed  in  T h e M anitoba, g iv in g  an 
accou n t of a m eetin g  w hioh  waa h e ld  a t  
S t. L auren t :—■

“ T be M anitob a is th e  organ o f th e  
pop ulation  of F rench orig in , n o t o n ly  of 
th is  province bu t a lso  o fith e  n ew  provinces  
of th e  N o rth -W est, and w e  are a lw ays  
p leased  to  open our colum ns to  fr iends of 
our cause and of our r igh ts . H ere  is th e  
la s t le tter  o f our corresp ondent, da ted  th e  
16th Septem ber, 188+ :

“  S i r ,— I  th in k  I  sh a ll in terest your  
readers by g iv in g  th em  a sh ort report of 
th e  g rea t m eetin g  h eld  a t S t. L auren t on 
th e  5 th  Septem ber. T h is  m eetin g  w as  
com posed of Frenûh h a lf breeds from  a ll 
th e  surrounding parishes, and had been  
ca lled  for th e  purpose c f resp ec tfu lly  su b 
m ittin g  to  h is  lordship  M gr. Grandin and to  
th e  o th er  m em bers of th e  c lergy  of th e  
D iocese  o f S t. A lb ert, regret a t n o t h a v 
in g  th e ir  co-operation  in  th e  m ovem ent 
g oin g  on to -d ay  to  obtain  from  th o F ederal 
G overnm ent w h a t th e  halfbreed  pop u la
tion  c la im s to  be e n tit led  to . T here w as  
also  p resen t a t th e  m eetin g  H is  L ordsh ip  
M gr. G randin , B ish op  of S t. A lb er t ; 
R ev . F a th er  Fourm oncl, of th e  S t. L auren t 
M ission  ; R ev . F a th er  L ecocq, of tb e  
M ission  of C um berland.

Mr. L ou is R ie l waa app ointed  p resid en t 
of th e  m eetin g , th e  ob ject of w h ich  
rela tes to  th ese  tw o  q u estion s :— 1st. 
W h y  do th o c lergy  keep  o u t of th e  m o v e
m ent go iu g  on to -d a y , and even  seem  
h o stile  to  i t  ? 2nd . A re th e  c la im s o f th e  
halforeeds upon th e  G overnm ent good, 
ju st aud leg itim a te  ?

“ M r. G abriel D u m on t briefly  s ta ted  
th e  un easiness fe lt  b y  h is com p atrio ts  a t  
th e  ab sten tion  of th e  c lerg y  from  tak in g  
part in  th e ir  delib eration s. ‘ Our in ten 
t io n s ,’ he sa id , ‘ are w ron g ly  in terp reted  
or w ron gly  u n derstood , and th e ub sten tion  
of th e  c lergy  from  com ing to  our aid  can  
o n ly  be injurious to  u s .’ M r, D um on t, 
overcom e by  em otion , begged  H is  L ord
sh ip  to  d irec t and  en lig h ten  th em , add ing  
th a t h is  vo ice , a lw ays resp ected  as th a t of 
G od, w ould  be lis ten ed  to  w ish  tb e  sam e  
d o c ility  as in  th e  pant.

“  T h e venerab le p re la te  deigned  to  rep ly  
im m ed ia te ly  th a t if, for aome tim e, 
th e  relations b etw een  th o c lergy  and th e  
halfbreed  p op u lation  concerning th e  even ts  
w h ich  have arisen have seem ed  cool, in 
different even , s t i l l  th is  reserve in  no w ay  
proved a d im inution  of affection and  of 
ch arity , b u t waa o n ly  th e  effect of absolute  
prudeuce, necessary under p resen t oircum - 
atances, in  v iew  of th e  m yatery  w ith  
w h ich  th e  proceedings u p  to  th a t day had  
been surrou nded— m y stery  w h ich  n o to n ly  
le ft  th e  c lerg y  w ith o u t sufficient lig h t to  
pronounce in te llig ea t ly , b u t a lso  n e ces
sarily  g ave  rise to  serious su sp icions, to  
fears and alarm s rea lly  pa in fu l. S p eak 
ing  p la in ly , ad d ed  h is  L ord sh ip , 
te ll ua w h a t yo u  w a n t aud w e  
ehall te l l  you  w h a t w e  th in k . I f  ju stice  
is  on your side, w e w ill h elp  you  w ith  a ll 
our m igh t, as w e h ave  a lw a y s done in  th e  
past. H is  Graoe w as lis ten ed  to w ith  
respect and a relig ious a tten tion .

“  Mr. C harles N o lin  spoke n ex t, w ith  an 
eni'itiou  aad a conviction  wlrich g  iiu cd  for

him  th e  m ost sym p ath etic  a tten tion . H e  
sa id  he b itter ly  deplored th e  pain fu l 
aban donm ent in  w hich  th e  halfbreed  
p op u lation  w ere le f t  b y  th ose in  w hom  
th e y  had  a lw ays found d evoted  fr iends and  
fa th ers w h ile  such  an im p ortant qu estion  
for th is  pop ulation  is  ag ita ted . T h ey  are  
a ll th e  m ore sen sib le  of th is  abandonm ent, 
because th e y  h a v e  au in v in c ib le  fa ith  in  
th e  rec titu d e  of th eir  instruction s and in  
th e  ju stice  of th e ir  cause. M r. N o lin  con 
clu  le d  b y  a sta tem en t of th e  principal 
pointa, sh ow in g  th e  basis of th eir  c laim s  
on th e  F edera l G overnm ent. Our dem ands  
h e sa id , m u st be m ade resp ectfu lly , no  
d ou bt, b u t tb ey  m u st also be m ade  
w ith  earn estn ess, force and persever
ance— no reb ellion  ; th is  m ode has
never  been  seriou sly  in  th e m inds of a n y 
one, because i t  w ou ld  be a crim e ; w e w ill  
k eep  to  leg itim a te  m eans.

“  H is  L ord sh ip  again declared h is  affec
tion  and d evotion  to  th e  w ell-b e in g  of his 
flock on a ll occasions, w h en  th e  r ig h ts  of 
relig ion , o f honor, and of ju stice  w ere not 
com prom ised b y  th eir  m ode of action .

“  T hen th ere  is a d iscusaion  upan cer
ta in  loca l q u estion s in  regard to  sch ools, 
w h ich  is im m ateria l. T hen  :

“  ‘ M r. R ie l, p resid en t of th e  m eetin g , 
spoke n ex t. In  order, he sa id , to  co m 
p le te ly  d issip a te  a ll m isun derstand ing, to  
ta k e  aw ay a ll bad susp icion , and esp ec ia lly  
to  sh ow  th e  va lu e  aud im portance of d e 
m ands, I  w ill g iv e  a sta tem en t of our 
p rincip a l claim s.

“  ‘ W e  w a n t—
“ ‘ 1. A  sub d iv ision  of th e N o r th -W est  

T erritories in to  provinces.
“  ‘ 2 . F or th e  settlers  of the N o r th -W est  

th e  sam e advan tages as those granted  iu  
1870 to  th e  settlers  of M anitoba.

“  ‘ 3. A  gran t of 240 acres of land to  th e  
halfbreeda w ho have not y e t received  th a t  
gran t from  th e  G overnm ent.

“  ‘ 4. A u  im m ed iate gratu itous grant by  
le tters-p a ten t to  th e  proprietors who oc 
cu p y  th em , of th e  land s of w h ich  th ey  
are in  possession .

“  ‘ 5. T he offer for sa le by  th e  G overn
m en t о /  h a lf a m illion  acres of land , th e  
produote of th is  sa le to  be placed a t in ter 
e s t  and applied  to  th e  aid  of halfbreeds in  
th e  estab lish m en t o f hosp ita ls, orphanages, 
sohools, e tc .,  or in  supplying th e  poorer 
persons w ith  p loughs or other agricu ltu ral 
im p lem ents and in  d istr ibu ting  seeds in th e  
spring.

“  ‘ 6. T he reservation  of ahou tone h u n d 
red tow n sh ip s chosen  in  th e sw am py lands  
w h ich  are n o t lik e ly  to  be se t t le d  fo r a  
long  tim e. T h ese  lands are to  be d is 
tr ib u ted  to  th e  ha lfbreed  children  of th e  
eom ing generation  and during 120 years., 
each  ch ild  to  receive its  share w h en  it  
reaches th e  age of e igh teen  years.

“  ‘ 7. A  subvention  of at least one th ou 
sand  dollars to  su sta in  an estab lish m en t  
of nuns in  each p lace w here a great n u m 
ber of half breed fam ilies are estab lished .

“  18 A n  am elioration  in  th e  conditions  
pf labor asked from  th e In d ian s, and a 
greater care of th eir  persons, so as to  p re 
v e n t th e ir  d y in g  of hu nger.”

I  p o in t o u t to  you th a t according to  th is  
th e ir  ow n c lergy  w ere susp icious even  in  
Septem ber because of th e  m ystery  of th eir  
m ovem ents, th a t tb ere w as som eth in g  
underhand in  th e ir  prooeodings, and th a t  
th e  peop le  com plained of th e  w ith d raw al 
of th eir  confidence from  th em . N o w  I  
th iu k  I  have estab lish ed  to  you  th a t w h ile  
R ie l w as open ly  and osten sib ly  pretend in g  
to  b e  in  favor of con stitu tion a l  
a g ita tio n , he w as r ea lly  fom en t
in g  reb ellion  for th e  purpose of g e t
tin g  a chance of se llin g  out, and m ak ing  
m ouey a t th e  expense of h is  halfbreed  
fo llow ers. (C heers.) N o w , I  th iu k , I  
m ay say  w ith  regard to th is  N o r th -W e st  
qu estion , th a t I  have estab lish ed  w h a t I  
s e t  ou t to  prove, I  have, I  th in k , show n  
you  th a t th e  G overnm ent of th is  country  
w ere n< t  responsib le for th e  rebellion . I  
th in k , I  have show n you th a t if th ey  erred, 
th ey  erred in  com m on w ith  th e  M ac
ken zie  A d m in istra tion , w hich  M r. B lak e  
supported , and  w hich  was rep resen ted  in  
th ese  tran saction s b y  M r. D av id  M ills , 
th en  M in ister  of th e  In terior. I  th in k  I  
have  ah o wn and th a t m ost of yo u  w ill  
agree, th a t th e  G overnm ent acted  on th e  
w h ole  w ise ly  and w ell ; and th ere is  bu t  
one action  on th e  p art of tn e  G overnm ent 
w h ich — speaking for m yse lf— I  do n o t feel 
th e  sam e confidence in  endorsing, aud  
tb a t is , th a t  a t th e  outbreak  
of th e  reb ellion , in  ' th e  m onth  
of Jan u ary , w h en  th ey  becam e conviuoed  
from  th e  in torm ation  th ey  received  th a t  
th e y  w ere on th e  ev e  of an outbreak , th ey  
y ie ld e d —

IN THE НОРЕ ОГ AVERTING BLOODSHED 
so far as to  order th a t com m issioners  
shou ld  be sen t to  th e  N o r th -W e st w ith  a 
v iew  o f g iv in g  th e  halfbreeds th eir  scrip.
I  th in k  if any p art of th e  action  of th e  
G overnm ent is w orth y  of condem nation  
th a t  is  th e  one w hich  is lea st capable of 
support. (H ear, hear.) T h ey  had, I  
th in k , acted  w ise ly  in  refusiug to  lis ten  to  
th ese  dem ands for scrip , bu t as Sir John  
M acdonald  sa id  on th e  floor of P arliam en t, 
“ W hen  w e becam e convinced th a t a r e 
b ellion  w as b e in g  h atch ed , th a t th ose m en  
w ere  being d r illed , th a t there w as lik e ly  
to  be an outbreak , th a t blood w as l ik e ly  to  
bo shed , w e sa id , a n yth in g  a t a ll to  
a v ert th e  horrors of c iv il war. 
and he gave  d irection s th a t an enum era
tion  of th e  halibreeds should be m ade w ith  
a v iew  to  th e ir  reoeiv in g scrip aa had th e  
halfbreeds of M anitoba. T h at v iew  w as  
con veyed  to  R ie l and N o lin , bu t i t  w as  
d e lib era te ly  w ith h e ld  from  th e  unfortunate  
halfbreeds b y  th e  arch traitor, w h o  feared  
th a t  if  th is  announcem ent w as m ade to  
th em  i t  w ou ld  d issip a te  th e  band hc had  
so care fu lly  co llected  and d rilled  : 
and th ese  m en, if  th ey  w ere to  an y  e x te n t  
actu ated  in  go in g  in to  th e  rebellion  against 
th e  G overnm ent by a desire to  obtain  thia  
scrip , w en t iu to  th e  figh t supposing th a t  
th e  scrip had s t i l l  been denied  th em , I  say  
th a t  for m y  ow n part 1 w ould  feel better  
ab le  to  -stan d  up to -n ig h t »nd ju stify  
every  a c t of th e  G overnm ent, if I  had been  
able to  te l l  you  th a t th e  G overnm ent  
oven  a t th e  e lev en th  hour had n o t y ie ld ed  
to  th ese  im p ortu n ities even  for th e  sake  
of poaee— great and im portant as th a t  ob
jec t w as. Som e of you m uy perhaps  
differ from  m e and th in k  th a t an yth in g  
waa b etter  th an  war, bu t a t any rate it  
did  n o t avert th e  outbreak . I  th in k  th e  
G overnm ent w ould  have acted  m ore w ise ly  
if  th ey  had searched deeper for th e  cause  
of th e  trouble. T h ey  k n ew  w h at R ie l’s 
cla im  w as, aud th e y  dare n o t have  
g iven  h im  a s in g le  dollar. N o  G overnm ent 
dare repeat th e  o ld  tr ick  of bu ying  off 
R ie l, and th ere is  n o t a m an iu  Canada  
b u t w ould  say  th a t he w ou ld  rather incur  
th e  r isk  of a rebellion  w ith  a ll its  cost in  
blood and m on ey, th an have bought off 
R ie l w ith  $5 ,000 , or five thousand cen ts or 
five centa. (L oud oheers.) N o w  w e com e  
to  th e  seq u el of th is  un fortunate  business. 
Our peop le , as w e kn ow , ra llied  to  th e  ca ll 
w ith  singu lar un an im ity . M en of all 
classes and p arties d id  a ll th a t cou ld  be  
exp eoted  of true patriote  in  th a t hour of 
troub le. Our g a lla n t volunteera sprang  
to  arm s, and our C anadian m ilitia  w as  
m obilized  w ith in  a tim e, so lim ited , th a t  
to  m ilita ry  m en it  seem ed extraord inary. 
A  com m issariat w as provided uuder  
circu m stances o f v e ry  great d iffi
cu lty , so th a t  in  th a t resp ect our m en  
d id  not suffer a n y  hardship . B u t w e  
k n ow  th a t  on th e  lon g  and in  som e  
respects terrib le  m arch to th e  N o rth -W est  
— p artly  in  th e  cars w ith  th e  therm om eter  
tw e n ty  degrees below  zero, and p artly  
tram p ing th rou gh  th e  slush  and  snow  on  
th e  north  of L *ke Superior— w e know  our 
m en endured great hardship and suffering; 
w e are proud of th em  for th e ir  conduct, 
aud we are proud of our cou n try  to know  
th a t  it  oan produce so nob le a race of m en. 
(Loud ch eers.) A n d  when th oy  arrived at 
th e  N o r th -W est w e  know

HOW WELL OUR BRAVE SOLDIERS 
acq u itted  th em selves ; w e  kn ow  how  long  
and g a lla n tly  th ey  w ith stood  a t th e  dead ly  
rifle p its  o f B atoch e th e stea d y  fire of a  con 
cealed  en em y ; w e  kn ow  th a t th e  a d 
vance on B atoch e w as n o t so much due to  
th e  s k ill of G eneral M iddleton  bu t was

m ade a t th e  in stiga tion  o f th e  m en th em 
se lv es  (cheers) th a t as one particu lar b a ttle  
of th e  Crim ea w as oalled th e  so ld ier’s b a ttle  
so our g a lla n t volun teers sa id  a t B atoche  
th a t sooner th an  be peppered from  d a y  to  
d a y  b y  th e  g a llin g  sh o t of a h id den foe we  
w ill ta k e  our lives  in  our hands, rush over  
th e  open pla in  and end tb e  th in g  one w ay  
or th e  oth er— and th ey  d id  so and you  
kn ow  th e  resu lt. (P rolonged  cheers). I  
w ill n o t d w ell on th e  g lory  of th a t aohieve- 
m eut. I  have som etim es th ou gh t, and I  
s t i l l  th in k , th a t a lth ou gh  blood w as sp ilt, 
and a lth ou gh  tears w ere shed in  m any  
hom es for th e  death  and th e  w ound s and  
th e  suflerings of our ga llan t vo lu n teers, 
alth ou gh  large sum s of m ou ey  w ere e x 
p end ed  in  p u ttin g  d ow n  th a t reb ellion , 
y e t] w e are a greater people to -d ay  by  
reason o f th e  fa c t th a t  w e have exh ib ited  
to  th e  w orld  th e  fao t th a t Canada, sm all as 
she is , num bers am ong her ch ild ren  m en  
as brave and as stron g  to  defend  th eir  
hom os and resist encroachm en t on  
th e ir  r ig h ts , as th e  nob le  
races from  w hich  th ey  have  
sprung. (L oud cheers.) A n d  i t  m ay  
be perhaps th a t iu  th e  d ifficu lty  w hich  is 
ju st now  u n fortu n ately  arising w ith  regard  
to  our fisheries— it  m ay be w orth  som e
th in g  in  th e  preservation  of peace for th e  
A m erican s to  rem em ber th a t C anadians as 
th ey  d id  in  th e  d ays of B rock , so th ey  
did  iu  th e  d ays of R ie l— (cheers)— to  re
m em ber th a t as th e y  d id  th en  
th ey  are prepared to  do now — (cheers)—  
to  defend  th eir  hearths, th eir  hom es and  
th e ir  r ig h ts  ; th a t th e y  are prepared to  
defend  th eir  fisheries— (p rolon ged cheers) 
— w h ich  are th e  p rop erty  of C anada as 
m uch as are th e  c a ttle  in  her fie ld s ; and  
tb a t  if  th e  A m erican s w ill u o t deal fa ir ly  
and r ig h tly  by  us, w e a t a ll ev en ts  w ill  
n o t surrender w ith o u t a Btruggle. (L oud  
ch eers.) B u t
THE REBELLION HAVING BEEN PUT DOWN 
R ie l w as tr ied , and w as th ere  a 
m an in a ll C anada w ho d id  n o t  
ca ll o u t for h is  tr ia l. I  don’t  th in k  th ere  
w as a m an, even  in  th e  P rovin ce o f Q ue
bec, w ho d id  n o t say  th a t R ie l should be 
tr ied — fa ir ly  tr ied , it  is  true— bu t th a t he 
shou ld  be tr ied  and tried  sp eed ily . A n d  
w ho am on gst us a ll ca lled  m ost lo u d ly  for  
his tr ia l?  Wrh y , th e  v ery  m en w ho have  
now  tu rn ed  around aud to ld  us th a t R ie l  
w as ju stified  in  th a t rebellion ; th e  very  
m en w ho, lik e  M r. A n g lin , are denou ncing  
п н  in  th is  country  as th e  candid ate  of th e  
G overnm ent w h o  h an ged  R ie l. (H ear, 
hear, and cheers.) T hese w ere th e  m en  
w ho hounded on th e  G overnm ent to  try  
R ie l, to  see  th a t h is  tr ia l w as properly  
condu cted  on th e  part of th e  C rown, so  
th a t  b y  no slip  on th e  part of th e  G overn
m en t could  he escape th e  m eshes o f th e  
law . T h e G lobe accu sed  th e  G overnm ent  
of hav in g  entered  in to  a conspiracy for th e  
acq u itta l of R ie l. I t  dem an ded  
first th e  tr ia l ; n e x t th e  sure  
con viction , and fin a lly  th e sp eed y  con
dem nation  and execu tion  of R ie l ; Th«  
London A d vertiser , T he H am ilton  T im es, 
aud 6,11 tha R eform  press, required  a t th e  
hands of th e  G overnm ent th a t R ie l w h en  
con v icted  shou ld  be hanged . H is  counsel 
a t th e  tr ia l se t up th e  p lea  of in san ity , 
bu t to  th a t unfortuuata m an’s cred it, be it  
said , lie stood up in  th e  dock and  said  :
“  I  w a n t no defence on th e  ground of 
in sa n isy ;  I  am  n o t an insane m a n ; I 
kn ew  w h at I  w'as doin g a t th e  tim e, and  
I  kn ow  w h a t I  am doin g now',” and now  
i t  is  in sin u ated — and perhaps tr u ly ,  
th a t he could have m ade

A BETTER DEFENCE, 
for h im self th an  h is  counsel m ade for him . 
Though i t  is true th a t th e y  had a r ig h t to  
s e t  up  th e  p lea  of in sa n ity , are w e  to  
snnpose for one m om en t th a t th e  m an  
w h o from  J u ly  to  M arch had been con
s ta n tly  m eetin g  a ll th ose in sillig en t  
m eu a t th ese  gath erin gs— m en o f a ll 
c lasses and n a tion a lities— had pxssed  
am ong th em  as a m an p er fectly  
sane aud in  fu ll possession  of h is reason, 
w as y e t  a ll th e  tim e a jabbering lu n atic  ? 
Is  i t  possib le  th a t th ese  m en w ho jo ined  
his standard and form ed h is council could  
be so deceived  in  h im  as to  p lace th em 
se lv es  under th e  lead ersh ip  of a lunn.tic ? 
Is  i t  possib le  th a t th e  m an w ho conceived  
th ese  reso lu tion s, w ho  drew  up th ese  p e t i
tion s— w h ich  by  th e  w a y  never w ere  for
w arded  to  th e  G overnm ent— w ho a fter 
w ards form ed a cou n cil or provisional g o v 
ern m ent, w ho  p’auned h is  cam paign w ith  
th e  grea test sk ill— as tb e  m ilita ry  m en te ll  
us he d id— ia it  possib le-for such a m an to  
have  been  insane ? I f  so, w h y  d id  w e  
never hear th e  tru th  of it  u n til h is  coun
sel w ont up to  defend  h im ? — (hear, hear) 
— and w han, hav in g  no oth er defense, 
th e y  sou gh t for som e p lea  or excu se. M en  
of m y  profession  you  kn ow  are bound to  
do th a t. (L aughter and ch eers.) H  R ie l  
had ha,d a good m eritorious defense  
yo u  w ou ld  never have heard a word  
abou t h is in sa n ity , bu t w h en  a
crim inal is cau gh t red -han ded, w hen  
th ere  is  no p o ssib ility  of proving an alibi, 
w hen  you  cannot se t  up  a d efence .which  
th e  m ost sym p ath etic  ju ry  w ou ld  accept, 
th en  to t  up  th e  p lea  of in sa n ity . T h at  
plea w as n o t s e t  up in  h is  case, b u t, for
tu n a te ly , accord ing to our law , th e  jury  
w ere th e  ju d ges, and n o t th e  m ad doctors, 
som e of w hom , if  th ey  had th eir  w ay , 
w ou ld  m ake us a ll ou t to  be insane. T he  
ju ry  w ho saw  him  in th e  dock du rin g th a t  
long and carefu l tr ia l, w ho no ted  his every  
act and m otion , w ho w atchecf e very  turn  
of h is  ey e , w ho  heard h is e loquent address  
— w h ich ,аз I  am to ld  by  M r. R obinson and  
M r. O sier, th e  counsel for th e  Crown,

BROUGHT TIIE TEARS TO EVERY EYE 
in  th a t court room — th ose ju ry  m en w ho  
w ere th eroselyes overcom e by  e m o tS n  
said th a t th is  m an w a s not a lu n atic , and  
th ey  pronounced him  to  be sane. N o t  
o n ly  so, b u t M r. B lak e  h im self  
read in  th e  H ouse o f C om m ons a le tter  
from  one of thoae ju rym en , sh ow in g  th a t  
th ey  w ere a ll of opin ion  th a t th e  m an w as 
p er fectly  sane. N ow , w h y  shou ld  nob 
R ie l have  been han ged ?  M r. B la k e  says  
he should  not. T he ju ry  sa id  he w as not  
in sane, th e  ju dges of th e  Suprem e C ourt of 
M anitoba concurred in  th e  fin d ing ; leave  
w as g iven  to  th is  crim in a l— th ou gh  d en ied  
to  som e o th ers— to  appeal to  th e  P r ivy  
C ouncil in  E n glan d , bu t h is law yers  never  
raised  th a t qu estion  ; th ey  th o u g h t there  
w as not m aterial enough on w h ich  to  raise  
it . H ere  w as th is  m an, w h o  w as not on ly  
a tra itor to  h is country , b u t a dou ble dyed  
tra itor  to  th e  un fortunate halfbreeds w hom  
he had in c ited  to arm s ; w ho w as w illin g  
to  desert th em  for m on ey, th e  m an w ho  
in c ited  th e  Ind ian s to  rise, th e  m an w ho  
abjured h is  relig ion  because he k n ew  th a t  
if  he d id  not hold  h im self ou t to  th e  people  
as a  proph et, th ey  w ou ld  rem ain  under th e  
guid ance of th eir  p r iests, w ho w ould  have  
preven ted  th e  rebellion  ; th e  m an w ho  
caused  th e  slaughter of tw o  p riests  of th e  
relig ious order w hieh  had been estab lish ed  
in  th a t country . W ill you  te ll  m e if there  
w as ono ex ten u a tin g  c ircum stance in  th e  
w hole  of h is  career, from  J u ly , 1884, do cm 
to  th e  d ay  of h is  execu tion  ; is th ere a 
sin g le  circu m stance under w hioh  th e  G ov
ernor G eneral could  properly  have ex er 
cised  th e  Clem ency of th e  Crown in  h is  
favor ? I f  th ere is I  w ould  lik e  to  hear it. 
I f  th e  m an w as insane he should n o t have  
been hanged ; b u t w ith  th e  ev id en ce  of 
our sen ses, w ith  th e  k n ow led ge  th a t theee  
people  had of h im , w h o saw  him  and  
k n ew  him , w'ith

TIIE VERDICT OF THE JURY 
and th e  confirm ation of th a t verd ict 
b y  th e  courts, th e  m an m u st  
have  an  overw een ing  b e lie f in  h is  
ow n opin ion  w ho w ill sa y  th a t all 
th ese  peop le  were w rong and th a t h e— E d- 
w»ard B lak e  alone— w as right. (C h eeis .)  
T he form  of in sa n ity  w h ich  it  is  said  he 
had is m egalom ania. D id  you ever hear 
of it  before ? I t  seem s to  be a n ew  form  
of in sa n ity . I  w ill  g ive  you  a defin ition  
of it ,  and I  th in k  if  you  accep t i t  I  can 
prove to  you  th a t oth er people besides  
L ouis R ie l are afflicted w ith  m egalom ania. 
H ere is w h at th e  doctors te ll  us it  is , and 
I  w onder w h eth er  th e  d e sc rip t io n  w i 1 
m  t  nnv of th e  tin hi io ne n of tl b o  nm try.

I  hope a t a n y  rate  you  w ill not ta k e  m e in. 
(C heers and laugh ter.)

“ W h a t characterises th is  particu lar  
form  e f  m ental a lienation  is  th e  exaggera
tion  of th e  sen tim en t of p erson ality . E x -  
panae o f passion , is one o f th e  consequences  
of it .  M egalom aniaea are hap py, satisfied  
w ith  th em selves and speak  w ith o u t lim it  
of th e ir  ow n  p erso n a lity .”

W h y . w h en  a m an gets  very  conceited , 
he is afflicted w ith  m tgalom ania . (H ear, 
hear and lau gh ter.) I f  a m an th in k s  he 
k n ow s m ore th an a ll th e  w orld  b esid es— 
bew are, he is a m egalom aniac. (Loud  
lau gh ter.) I  th in k  th ia w ou ld  n o t  
be a bad nam e to  ap p ly  to  
th e people w ho b e lieve  in  th e  in sa n ity  of 
R ie l. (H ear , hear and lau gh ter.) Should  
n o t th ose of th e  R eform  p arty  w ho are  
agreed on th e  in sa n ity  of R ie l and th e  
conseq uences of th a t b e lie f as d is t in 
gu ish ed  from  th ose  w ho  th in k  he w as  
as sane as a n y  one in  th is  h a ll, have a nam e  
of th eir  ow n ? Suppose w e  ch risten  th em  
m egalom aniaea. (L augh ter and ch eers.) 
W h y  should  th e  w hole  R eform  p a rty  of 
th is  country  be sadd led  w ith  th e  repponsi- 
b il ity  of th is  w ild  action  on th e  part of 
M r. B lake ? L et th ose  w ho am ong th em  
accep t th is  doctrine of M r. B la k e ’s, accep t 
th is  d is tin c t iv e  t it le  ; I  have  g iv en  it  to  
th em  to -n ig h t, ai)d I  tru st th ey  w ill  

N O T  B E  A S H A M E D  

to  w ear it . B u t w a s th ere an y  cause for  
M r. B lak e  accep tin g  th is  v iew , do yon  
th in k  ? Oh, no, no, no. T h e  great and  
good M r. B lak e  is a lw ays a c tu a ted  by  th e  
h ig h est and p u rest m otives  ; he is  
“  th e  serene eoul th e  m an
w ho never  does or th in k s  w rong ! 
he is a lw a y s r ig h t, a lth ou gh  he som etim es  
suppresses th e  record. N o , M r. B lak e  
w as co n scien tio u sly  bound to  fo llo w  his  
ow n con v iction s. H e  sa y s , I  have  been  
M in ister  of J u s tic e  ; I  k n ow  th e  responsi 
b ilitie s  of th e  p osition  ; I  have m astered  
th e  rules for th e  gu id ance of governors in  
th e  exercise  of th e  c lem en cy  o f th e  
Crown, and k n ow in g  th em , I  say  th e  
G overnm ent is  cen su rab le. W e ll, w e  
have th e  a u th o r ity  of M r. G lad ston e, as 
w e have th a t  of a ll th e  oth er pu blio  m en  
of th e  E m pire, th a t  w ith  regard to  th e  
ad m in istration  o f th a t  law , i t  is  n o t a 
fittin g  q u estion  to  be treated  as a p arty  
qu estion  ; th a t  a ll parties in  E n g lan d , as 
I  hope a ll in  C anada, are agreed  as 
upholders of th a t  la w , and th e  respon si
b il ity  o f e v ery  m an in th e  cou n try  un der  
th a t law . N o , sa y s  M r. B l a k e ; !  kn ow  
d ifferen tly , and so he prepares a speech  to  
d e liver  a t  London. T h e speech  w as  
am biguous in  ph rase— I w ill n o t  
say  it  w as sen tim en ta l in  ton e, 
b u t i t  professed  to  ex h ib it th ose  god -lik e  
attrib u tes w h ic h  he a lw ays assum es to  
h im self. “ T h is  m a tter ,” sa id  h e , “ has 
to  be decided  by ev ery  m an accord ing  to  
his conscience, and G od forbid th a t I  
should m ake a p latform  o u t o f th e R egin a  
scaffold ; G od forbid  th a t I  sh ou ld  a t
tem p t to  captu re th e  F rench v o te  b y  pro- 
feseiu g  sy m p a th y ,w i* h  th e ir  a tt itu d e  on 
th e  R ie l qu estion . N o  ; I  am  holier  th an  
th ou , and I  w ill go  to  O ttaw a to  decide  
on th is  q u estion  according to  th e  d io tates  
of m y  conscience ” A n d  th e  poor d e 
lud ed  crow d w ho lis ten ed  to  h is  w ords and  
applauded th em , supposed  th a t he w ould  
go to  O ttaw a and w ou ld  accep t th e  respon
s ib ility  ; th a t he w ould  endorse th e  act of 
th e  G overnm ent in  th e  ex ecu tio n  o f R ie l. 
W e ll,

H E  W E N T  TO  O T T A W A  
and he prepared a lon g  speech , before he  
k n ew  a w ord of th e  ev id en ce  an y  m ore  
tb an  he had kn ow n  a t L ondon , and in  
th a t speech  he c ite s  th e  opin ions o f a ll th e  
madj doctors [in support o f th e  
th eory  th a t th is  m egalom aniac  
should  not be han ged . A ccord in g  to  th e  
v iew s o f  th ese  doctors, w h ose opin ions he  
le a d , th ere is  hard ly  a m an of sound  
m in d in  th e  cou n try . W e  k n ow  th a t in  
th e  S ta te  of N e w  Y ork  n o t lon g  ago  
crim inals of th e  doepest d y e , w h o  w ere  
brought to  tr ia l, w ere proved b y  th e  e v i
dence o f th ese  m ad doctors to  have  w h at  
w as ca lled  em otion al in sa n ity  ju st a t th e  
tim e  th ey  com m itted  th e  crim e, th ou gh  
th ey  w ere a ll r ig h t before, and are all 
r ig h t n ow , and th e  resu lt w a s th a t m any  
of th em  w ere i.llow ed  to  g e t  off sco t  free. 
T h at w as th e  v ie w  supported  b y  L aw yer  
B lak e , a lth ou gh  he k n ew  p er fectly  w e ll 
th a t  after  years and years of d isp u te  on 
th is  su b ject a ll th e  la w  au th orities  o f th e  
realm  have se t tle d  th a t th e  m an w ho is  
respon sib le  for hia acts , w ho k n ow s r ig h t  
from  w rong, k n ow s w h eth er  h e  has risen  
in  reb ellion  aga in st h is  cou n try  or not, ia 
answ erable  for h is  a c ts  before G od and  
m an. H ere  w as a m an  w ho w as  
sa id  to  labor under th e  d elusion  
th a t  be w as th e  p rop h et of th e  N orth - 
W est. Now', a d elusion  is  som eth in g  
absurd— an id ea  w h ich  has no solid  
fou ndation , b u t w h ich  you  cannot drive  
ou t of a  m an’s m in d no m atter  w h a t you  
do or how  you  reason w ith  h im  ; b u t if  
th e  lu n atic  is  w illin g  to  B e l l  ou t h is  d e lu 
sion  for a consideration— (loud ch eers)—• 
th en  th e  p lea o f in sa n ity  d isapp ears a t  
once. I  ven tu re  to  say  on th is  p u b lic  
platform — and I  hope m y  w ords m ay  
reach M r. B lak e— I  ven tu re  to  te l l  him  
and to  te ll y o u  th a t w hen  he concocted  
th a t  speech , w h ich  w as a lso  carefu lly  
w ritten  out, w h en  he sneaked  dow n to  Ot- 
t iw a  to  ask M r. L aurier’s approval o f th a t  
speech—

A N D  I  S A Y  S N E A K E D ,
because w h en  a p u b lic  m an lik e  th e  leader  
of th e  O pposition  goes o p en ly  to  th e  
C apita! or an yw h ere e lse , it  is n o t a m at
ter  w h ich  escapes th e  observation  of th e  
pu b lic  press, b u t in  th is  case no person  
heard of it  ; no new sp aper record show ed  
it .  M r. B la k e  says he took  a cab from  
th e  s ta tio n , and I  have  no  
dou bt th a t be d id , and th a t th e  
w in d ow s of th e  cab w ere carefu lly  draw n  
dow n. H e says be w en t to  h is  h o tel, bu t  
I  am to ld  th a t he d id  n o t go to  th e  hotel 
to  w hich  be u su a lly  goes a t O ttaw a. A t  
an y  rate  he m et M r. L aurier th ere  ; lie 
had th e  speech  a ll carefu lly  w r itten  out  
for M r. L aurier’s approval. W h y  d id  he 
th in k  i t  neceasary to  con su lt M r. Laurier  
on th e  su b ject ? W a s  i t  to  find o u t to  
w h a t e x te n t th e  a g ita tion  had  gone on in 
th e  P ro v in ce  of Q uebec ? W as i t  to  learn  
w h eth er  th is  a g ita tio n  wTh ich  h is lie u ten 
ant, M r. E dgar, had gone to  M a n ito b i to  
foster  and encourage w as l ik e ly  to  go  on 
and spread so th a t it  cou ld  be of serv ice  as 
a po litioa l w eapon  to  be used a t th e  com 
ing e lectio n s ? W aa th a t th e  ob ject of 
Mr. B la k e ’s v is it  to  M r. L aurier, or w as  
i t  ju st to  g e t  M r. L aurier’s approval of 
th iÆ n g lis h  ho used  in  th e  speech , or th e  
goofl ta s te  w ith  w h ich  he fram ed his  
sen ten ces  ? W h ich  w as it  ? I  leave  
i t  to  yo u  to  say . (L oud cheers.) 
I f  you  read th e  speech  carefu lly  as I  have  
read i t  once or tw io e , you  w ill see  th a t  he 
waa v ery  in gen iou sly  p av in g  h is  w ay . N o  
m an dared say a t th a t  tim e th a t R ie l 
should  n o t have been h an ged  ; if  he had  
sa id  eo be w ou ld  have d r iven  h is  party  
from  him . So he sa id , w e m u st go  s low  ; 
w e m u st n o t tu rn  th e  corner too  q u ick ly , 
w e m u st ta k e  th em  round in  a g en tle  
curve. (H ear, hear, and lau gh ter.) N ow , 
th e  im portance c f th e  m atter  is th is  : in  
one sen se I  care n o t for M r. B la k e ’s m o
tiv e s . B u t I  say  th a t if  h is  m otives  w ere  
good , th en  he has n o t th e  com m on sense  
fittin g  for a leader of th is  country ,

T H E  C O M M O N  S E N S E  
to  keep  h im  from  com m ittin g  p o litica l  
blunders, and p o litica l blunders w e kn ow  
are crim es. B u t if  he w as w orse th an  th is; 
if  he a llow ed  h is  con d u ct to  be in 
fluenced b y  tb e  hope of captu rin g th e  
F r e n c h  con tin gen t, I  ask  are there  
w ords stron g  enough in  th e  E n g 
lish  lan gu age— un less w e borrow
a few  from  M r. B lak e h im self— in w hich  
to  condem n th e  a c t  ? (H ear, hear.) T he  
im portance of th e  m atter  is th is  ; T h ey  
вау th is  is a dead issu e. T h ey  say  th a t  
th e p a r ty  w h ich  th ey  a llege w as g u ilty  of 
a l l  th ese w rongs to  th e  halfbreeds ; t l  e 
p arty  w h ich  should  th em selves be tr ied  
fo r treason, b ecau se  of th eir  n eg le c t ; 
th e se  m en  a re  now  Beeking to  d iv er t p u b 
lic  a t te n t io n  from  th eir  ow n m isdeeds, by 
hold ing up th is  question  of th e  h an gin g  of

R ie l aa th e  qu estion  o f th e  hou r, w h ile  
M r. B lak e  pretenda to  sa y  th a t i t  is  a 
dead issu e. W e ll, I  w ish  I  oould  agree 
w ith  h im , b u t is he h o n est in  te llin g  us 
th a t w h en  w e see th ese  people in  L ow er  
Canada, on th is  v ery  ізвие, com in g  ou t  
from  th e  ranks of th e ir  p arty  and jo in in g  
togeth er  in  creatin g  a  n ew  p a rty , callod  
th e  p a r ty  of N a tio n a lists— N a tio n a lis ts  
n ot in  th e  sen se of b e in g  m em bers 
of th is  D om in ion , b u t N a tio n a lists  
of th e  P rov in ce  of Q uebec— N a tio n a lists  of 
th e  F renoh race, and th a t to -d a y  in  th a t  
province th e  R ouge and th e  B leu  are 
alum bering to g eth er  on th e  sam e couch—  
M ercier th e'ad van ced  R ou ge , and  T ru del 
th e  U ltram on tan e B leu , b oth  su p p in g  to 
geth er  o u t of th e  sam e d ish . (H ear, hear  
and  ch eers.) W h a t does th a t m ean?  
W h a t w as th e  m eaning of th e  revo lu tion  in 
Q uebec th e  o th er  d ay  b y  w h ioh  M r. M er- 
oier has com e in to  pow er?  D on ’t  delud e  
you rselves. T here is  no p o litic s  iu  th a t  
affair e x cep t th is  n a tion al q u estion —  

AVENGE THE BLOOD OF R IE L , 
w ho th ey  say  w as han ged  b y  a G overn
m en t w hom  th e y  oall h is hangm en, and  ia 
n o t Mr. B la k e  in  a llian ce  w ith  th em . 
(H ear, hear and  cheers.) D id  n o t he  
bring M r. L aurier  up to  thia pro
v in ce  lik e  a tam e bear du rin g th e  loca l  
election s (hear, hear and cheers) ; d id n ’t  
he lead  him  lik e  a tam e bear from  p la t
form  to  p la tform — th e  m an w h o  said  
“  T h at had he been on th e  banks of th e  
Sask atch ew an  he w ou ld  have shouldered  
his m u sk et and sh o t dow n our vo lu n teera .” 
(P rolonged  cheers.) W 'hile M r. B lak e  in  
th e  H ou se of Com m ons w as c a llin g  on th e  
G overnm ent to  p u t in  th e  hands of our  
volu n teers arm s of th e  la te s t  p a ttern , 
d eath  d ea lin g  in stru m en ts of th e  grea test  
p recision  and effect, beside h im , a t th e  
sam e deBk, th ere sa t th e  m an w h o said  
th a t in  th a t  stru gg le  be w ou ld  have been  
on th e  o th er  s id e , rece iv in g  th e  b u lle ts  
from  th ose  d ea th  d ea lin g  w eapons instead  
of on th e  sid e  of our vo lu n teers. H e  w as  
brought up to  O ntario for th e  purpose of 
ra lly in g  to  th e  support e f  M r. Blakfe 
th e  F ren ch  peop le  o f th ia province. 
M en o f O ntario, if  you  are not ргерагеЛ  
to  stan d  b y  th e  G overnm ent w h ich  per
m itte d  th e  law  to  ta k e  its  course in  tho  
case of R ie l— th e  G overnm ent d id  n o t  
han g R ie l, because i t  w as th e  law  w h ich  
h an ged  h im — w h a t sa fe ty  rem ains for our  
you n g  n a tio n a lity  ? W a s  n o t th e  com 
p la in t aga in st S ir  Joh n  th a t he w as under  
F ren ch  d om ination , th a t  he w a s too  su b 
serv ien t to  th e  B leu s ? G ranted  th a t he  
w as, b u t he drew  th e  lin e a t th is  p o in t, 
and because M r.

BLAKE STEPPED OVER TH A T L IN E  
are yo u  n ow  prepared to  a ccep t th e  conse
qu en ces of th e  bold stan d  w h ich  S ir  J o h n  
took  ? (P rolonged oheers.) I s  th eir  an y  
rew ard for publio m en  in  th is  cou n try  w ho  
do th e ir  d u ty  ? A re  th e  people so  dead  
to  patrio tism , so w arped  b y  p a rty  
fee lin g  th a t th e y  are n o t able to  app reciate  
a nob le  a c t w h en  don e b y  a p o litio a l op
pon en t ? A re  th e  m en o f th is  cou n try  n o t  
prepared to  sa y  th a t had  S ir  J o h n  con-* 
su ited  m erely  p a r ty  in terests  he w ou ld  
n ot h a v e  aroused th is  storm  in  Q uebec ; he  
w ou ld  have g iv en  in  to  th o m en w h o  have  
stood  b ÿ  h im  sin ce  1854, w h o  have  never  
deserted  h im  in  a ll th a t  tim e, tru stin g  to  
g e t  aupport a lso  from  a portion  o f th e  
U p p er  C anadian p eop le . B u t S ir  Jo h n  
said th a t  th e  N o r th -W e st haa been  opened  
up a t  g rea t exp en se  to  tb e  C anadian  
peop le  ; w e have  a lm ost stak ed  our n a tio n 
al e x isten ce  on th e  exp erim en t o f open in g  
up and p eop lin g  th a t cou n try . A n d  u n 
less th e  p eop le  o f th e  N o r th -W e st kn ow  
th a t  th e  arm  of th e  law  is  stron g  enough  
to  reach to  th e  fa r th est corner of 
th e  D om in ion , and  grasp  th e  crim inal 
w h oever, or w h erever  he m ay  b e , yo u  
can n ot ex p ect th o se  w h o  are th ere  to  
rem ain, nor oth ers to  go  in to  th a t cou n try . 
A n d  if  y o u  a llow  y ou rselves  to  be p er
su ad ed  th a t on o th er m atters  you  shou ld  
condem n th e  G overnm ent, w h ile  in  L ow er  
C anada th e y  have b u t th is  on e issu e, marÈt 
m y w ord s, ev ery  m an w h o  casts  bias 
b a llo tt in  th a t  w a y , w ill b it 
te r ly  regret i t .  (P ro longed  cheers.J  
Y ou  cannot e lev a te  th e  F ren ch  n a tio n a lity  
as you  are asked  to  do, so as to  m ak e it  

T H E  DESTRO Y ER A N D  T H E  M A K ER 
of govern m en ts, w ith o u t fin d in g  in  th e  
lon g  run, and  before you  are th rou gh  w ith  
i t ,  th a t  y o u  are p a y in g  v e ry  d ea r ly  for t h e  
exp erim en t. (H ear, hear an d  cheers). 
A n d  do yo u  suppose th a t th e  m ajority  
w h ich  M r. B la k e  ex p ects  to  g e t  from  th e  
P rovin ce o f pS Q uebec are go in g  
to  B u p p o r t  h im  w ith o u t g e tt in g  th e ir  Quid 
p r o  quo, and a p r e tty  so lid  one a t th a t ? ' 
D o y o u  suppose th a t th e  m en  o f O ntario ! 
are w illin g  to  su b m it for a  lon g  period  to  . 
a con d ition  o f su b jection  to  one race—  
and  I  speak  n o t of O ntario alone b u t o f 
ev ery  m an ou tsid e  o f th e  F rench  n a tion 
a lity  ? A n d  bear in  m in d  I  speak  
n o t to  an y , or o f a n y  relig ion  or  
creed . M y  ow n  co n v ic tio n  is  th a t  
i t  ia n o t relig ion  w h ich  is  a t th e  b o t
tom  of th is  m atter, b u t th a t i t  is  a race  
fee lin g . (H ear, hear and  cheers). T here  
is  no fee lin g  so strong— no fee lin g  w h ich  
a ll h istory  proves to  be so stron g  aa th e  
fee lin g  o f race. T h e  un ification  of I ta ly  
in  our ow n tim e, a fter  a sep aration  la stin g  
for so m an y years, th e  so lid ifica 
tio n  o f th e  G erm an E m p ire,
and  o f th e  R u ssian  peop les
are a ll exam p les w h ich  sh ow  th e  stren g th  
of th is  deep-seated  racial fee lin g . A n d  
d on ’t  w e  find th e  F rench  to -d ay , in  th e  
P rovin ce of Q uebec, m ore F ren ch  th an  
th ey  w ere w h en  th ey  w ere conquered by  
W o lfe  on  th e  P la in s o f A b rah sm ?  
D o  tb e y  m ix  w ith  u s , a ssim i
la te  w ith  u s , interm arry w ith  us ;
do th ey  read our litera tu re  or learn  
our law s?  N o ;  ev ery th in g  w ith  th em  is  
con d u cted  on a F rcn ch  m od el, and  w h ile  
w e m ay adm ire m em bers of th a t  race as 
ind iv id u a le , y e t  as m em bers o f th e  bod y  
p o litic  I  sa y  th e y  are
THE GREAT DANGER TO OUR CONFEDERACY. 
A nd if M r. B la k e  had for th e  t im e  forgo t
ten  p arty ism , had he aaid w h en  he cam e  
back refreshed from  h is  v is it  
to  th e  O ld C ountry, “  I  can  
see  w h a t ad van tage  I  could  ga in  as a p arty  
m an by  ad op tin g  th is  course, jjbut ae a 
sta tesm an  I  k n ow  it  w ou ld  be u lt im a te ly  
a fa ta l and sh ortsigh ted  p o l ic y , as я 
p a tr io t I  k n ow  it  w'ould be h era ld in g  th e  
ruin  of m y  country , and  th erefore I  am  
bound in  honor to  com e o u t op en ly  and  
say  th a t th e  G overnm ent w ho th u s  d id  
th eir  d u ty  are n o t to  be condem ned ;
I  w ill  endorse th e  com m on p u b lic  s e n ti
m en t of m y  countrym en  ; I  w ill  sh o w  on  
th is  occasion th a t I  am for C anada, rather  
th an  m y  p arty , no m atter  w h a t th e  con 
seq uences m ay be to  m e, no m atter  it  i t  
keeps m e from  p u b lic  life  for th e  rest o f m y  
d a y s— had th a t been  h is  course, I  h es ita te  
n ot to  say  th a t E dw ard  B lak e  
w ou ld  have  been  th e  stro n g est m an  
in  th e  D om in ion  of C anada to -n igh t. 
(C heers.) N o  m an could have  w ith sto o d  
bim  if  he had been  w illin g  on th a t oo- 
casion

TO SACRIFICE PARTY 
for th e  sak e of h is country . In  th e  case  
of S ir  Joh n , w e  kn ow  th a t p etition  after  
p etit io n  from  a ll c lasses and conditions of 
m en w as sen t in  to  h im , a sk in g  for th e  
pardon of R ie l, th rea ten in g  th e  G overn
m en t w ith  th e  loss of th e  F rench  
C anadian support if  he w as n o t pardoned , 
w h ile  th ere  waa ju at one petition  from  th e  
P rovin ce of O ntario a sk in g  for h is  ex ecu 
tion . B u t S ir  Joh n  w as con sisten t to  th e  
la st. H e  said , w h ile  th e  crim inal' sh a ll 
have  a fa ir tr ia l, w h ile  he sh a ll be a llow ed  
to  app eal from  cou rt to  cou rt u u tii  
he haa ex h a u sted  th e  su b tle t ie s  
of th e  law , w h ile  he sh a ll 
have, before h is  ex ecu tio n  an in v e s tig a 
tion  in to  h is sa n ity , to  see  if  he is in  th »  
sam e con d ition  th a t he w as in  before th e  
tr ia l, beyond  th a t ex ecu tiv e  interference  
w iil not go  ; th e  law  m u st ta k e  its  course ; 
and, for m y  ow n part, I  be lieve  num bers 
of m y  fe llow -cou n trym en  w ill  go  out o f • 
th e  ranks of th eir  ow n purty and w ill fo r 
g iv e  S ir  J o h n  a m u ltitu d e  of sins w hich  
th ey  suppose him  g u ilty  o f, and support 
h i m  for th is  one d eed . (Loud and pro
lon ged  app lause.)


