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r U l L  Е Е Р О Е Т  OF M B. M’C A E Ï H Ï ’S 

SPEEC H  AT B A R B IE .

A ble E xp osition  o f  flic  Noülh*Weet' 
T rou b les—Щ аке'в S n yp ression  o f  i m - 1 
p o rta n t Facts—W ho w a s R espon sib le; 
for th e  O utbreak ?—The ІНійіііпк 
C hapters o f  Mr. B la k e ’sS lory  S u p p lied  
Sfroxu th e  Official Ъіосищ еци  

Special t o  T h e  Standaed.

B a r r i e , Feb. 4^— A t th e  m eetin g  held  
b  th e  T ow n H all here to -n ight,

Mr. M cC arthy, w ho w as received by 
Ihe large aud ience w ith  th e grea test e n 
thusiasm , referred briefly to  th e  debt, th e  
tournai expenditure of th e  country , and 
other topics. H e th en  prooeeded to  deal 
is  follow s w ith

TIIK NORTH-WEST QUESTION.
I  shall now  proceed to  deal a t eome 

fonsiderable len gth  w ith  w h a t is kn ow n  
fcs th e N o rth -W est question , and I  sh a ll 
do so from  th e  standp oint w hich  Mr. 
B lake has adopted in  d iscussin g th a t  
question. Perhaps you m ay ask  m e how  
1 know  w h at Mr. B lake has said on th a t 
eubject, as I  w as unable to  be preeent 
w hen  he m ade h is speech in  th is  hall a 
ahort tim e ago. L et m e say here th a t I  
regret v ery  much th a t I  had not th e  op
p ortu n ity  of appearing on th is  platform  
w ith  m y opponent in th is  contest, M r. 
A n glin , and s t ill  m ore do I  regret m y  
Inab ility  to  be present, w hen  th e  great 
leader of th e  O pposition th ou gh t proper 
to  com e in to  th is  constitu en cy. For some 
reason or another, it  is  n o t Mr. B lak e’s

Îpractice to  m eet his opponents on th e pub
ic platform . (H ear, hear.) Great as are 
his pow ers o f sarcasm  ; m igh ty  
as he is  as a  debater, and great 

aa he appears to  be esteem ed  
b y  som e people in  th is  country  
as an orator, he apparently is not possessed  
of th a t kind of courage w hich  aefies hie 
foes— th a t k in d  of courage w hich  prom pts 
a desire to  m eet h is opponents face to  
face. (H ear, hear and cheers.) F ar rath 
er w ould  he te ll  h is story  behind their  
backs ; far rather w ould he, w ith  h is m ar
velou s str in g  of w ords, endeavor to  pain t  
them  in  th e  darkest colors, aod  represent 
bis ow n case in th e  b r igh test hues, w hen  
bio one is  present to  oppose him , I f  an 
opp ortunity  had been afforded m e I  should  
have been glad  to  atten d  h is m eeting, but 
a t  t h a t  tim e I  w as engaged in  M r. B lak e’s 
ow n constitu en cy  of W e st D urham  in en 
deavoring t o  induce a  friend of m ine to  
oppose him  in  th a t rid ing, and had I  not  
su cceed ed  in  th a t endeavor 1 
w ould  have had to  tak e th e  
fie ld  aga in st him  m yself. (Loud  
oheers ) I  hadt prom ised our friends in  
W est D urham  w ho-—k in d ly , perhaps, in  
one sen se, though onefcontest a t a tim e is 
enough for any m an— w aited  on m e and  
offered m e th e  nom ination for th a t riding. 
I  had to ld  th em in  response to  th a t invitation  
th a t if  I  d id not succeed  in  finding th em  a 
candid ate  after th e ir  ow n hearts, I  w ould  
tak e th e  fi«ld aga in st У іг. B lake (cheers) ; 
and I w as then p u ttin g  :forward m y friend  
Mr. B lack stock , w ho as you are aware was 
cord ia lly  accepted  as our candidate in  that 
rid in g, and w ho I  have lit t le  dou bt w ill 
be th e  rep resen tative of W est D urham  in  
th e n ex t Parliam ent. (Loud cheers ) In  
confirm ation of th a t opin ion I  w ill m erely  
poin t you  to  th e  fact th a t M r. B lake, 
kn ow ing th a t h is  record is not 
(Such as com m ends him  to th e  m ajority  of 
th e  people of th a t rid ing, has been nom i
nated  in  th a t G rit h ive, th a t  solid  Reform  
con stitu en cy , W est Bruce. (H ear, hear.) 
M r. B lak e’s career aa a pu blic  man has 
Ibeen rather unfortunate in th a t respect.

DRIVEN OUT OF SOUTH BRUCE
©n a  former occasion he sought refuge in  
W est Durham — a constitu en cy  th a t as far 
as I  can remember never returned a Con- 
©ervative to Parliam ent, and he has so 
conducted  h im self as a public man th a t he 
n o y  fears to  tru st h is  chances even  in  
th a t strong Reform  constitu en cy , and so 
ea&fcs an anchor to th e  w indw ard in  th e  
G rit h ive of W est B ruce. I  th in k  i t  is 
p retty  safe to  вау th a t if  th e  electors of 
W est Durham  are not w illin g  to  accept  
him , i t  is  hardly lik e ly  th a t he w ill 
be able to  foroe upon th e  peo
ple of Ontario th e  nom inees 
for whom  he is speaking in  th is  cam paign  
in  different parts of th is  Province. (H ear, 
hear and cheers). To return from  this  
brief digression, I  w ould say  th a t I  only  
kn ow  w hat Mr. B lake sa id  from  thie  
platform  on th e  N orth -W est question , on 
th e  assum ption th a t he repealed  here, in  
substance a t lèa^fc, th e speech w hich  he 
has m ade elsew here, and w hich  has been  
freely  reported, after havin g been care
fu lly  w ritten  out and conned over and 
com m itted  to  m em ory by th a t gentlem an . 
H e has spoken on th is  subject a t L indsay, 
and I  shall base m y answer to th e  charges 
he has m ade on th e printed  report of Jfchat 
speech. H is  ind ictm ent against th e G ov
ernm ent is a  form idable one, and it  w inds  
up wifch tlfis specim en of hi.s terse and v ig 
orous E nglish , w hich  stares us in  th e  face 
every day from th e  colum ns of thnt n ew s
paper, T he G lobe, w hich  I  so much J o v e  to  
read. (Laughter),

“  I^et m e recall to  you a sequence of 
events. H ad there been no neg lect, there  
w ould  have been no rebellion ; if no reb el
lion , no arrest ; if  no arrest, no tria l ; if 
no trial, no condem nation ; if  no condem 
nation, no execu tion .”

H e m igh t have started  earlier in  his  
sequence of even ts i t  seem s to  m e ; he 
m igh t have sa id , if  there had been no 
N orth -W est, th ere w ould  h^re been no 

..N orth-W est trouble (lau gh teran d  cheers), 
and I  th in k  th a t part w ould be ju st as 
reasonable and as sensib le aa th e  rest. I  
w ill g ive you another piece of M r. B lak e’s 
eloquence, for to m e it  is  s u c h  aa am azing  
specim en of E n glish  th a t I  th in k  our boys 
should a t once discard M a c a u la y  and adopt 
It as a m odel upon w nich  to  form  their  
sty le . (Laughter).

“  I  th in k  it  is im possible to  conceive—I  
am certain it  is  im possible to  poin t to  a 
«önd it’on of th in gs elsew here invo lv ing  on 
%he part of those entrusted to  th e G overn
m ent a responsib ility  so heavy, a  
d u ty  so im perative, a n ecessity  
so absolute, for th e exhib ition  of th e  great 
virtues of statesm anship, foresight,breadth  
of view , tact, justice, generosity , fa ith fu l
ness, w isdom , prudence, energy, lib era lity , 
prompfcituee and activ ity  as ex isted  a t th is  
eboch in respect to  th e  adm inistration of 
N o rth -W est afiairs,” (H ear, hear and 
laughter;)

I  rea lly  ihijnk th a t a ll th e virtues  
are sum m ed up ia  thafc sentence ; J  really  
don’t th ink  th a t th e m ost ferbile im- 

'agin ation  could conceive o f any other  
qualities th a t could  he add ed  to  those, 
wslüoh, according to  Mr. ВіаЦе, th e men 
at Ottawa were bound to possess in  order 
to be capable of dealing w ith  tb is  question. 
I t  m ust bave taken a t the very least three 
or four long sittin gs and the resort to  I  
don’с know how m any dictionaries and en
cyclopedias to enable Mr, B lake to string  
oufc and caretu lly  com m it to paper th at 
long and

FORMIDABLE ARRAY OF W 0ED 8,

(Hear, hear.) Then he goes cn to te ll ue 
th e  history of the halfbreeds. H e speaks 
about ih e  troubles jwnong them  a t  the  
tim e wben Mr. M acdongatl was sen t up  
there as Governor by the adm inistration oï 
iSir Joan  M acdonald ; and by th e  w ay the  
m ention of Mr. M acdougail’s  nam e re
minds me th a t “ fche abandoned m au” hae 
again been received back ta the bosom of 
th e virtuel*« B lake, (H/mr, h*er and  
laugh tier.) K e was th e іртде -whom, as 
you rem«-mber, Mr. B lake dspounced as 
an aba.nd<«»ed reprobate, but to-day we  
find Mr. B lake opanïng hte expansive arms 
оды io  hi s в&егкшч*е Ъсъ&т th e

and w eyw ard  pr.odidal—^ a u  g b t e r )V  re- 
c 4 M %  th e  long “ Ioe, child  .w ith  
toiien  of pafcernah(oM ^eness. jaSf i iA e w e d  

'tJaugVtorД 4 Owitfjf^p '-the ^Ënpiktfèa 
■whicflk*, arosfe‘ ' a t  ' flftat'* period, ‘eul* 
m inating in  th e  first R ie l rebellion, 

com prom ise w as m ade w ith  th e  half-
breeds. T h ey  claim ed th a t th ey  were in  
a certain sen se aborigines, and though  
th e N orth -W est had been bought from  
th e H ud son’s Ë av Com pany, and although  
th e Im perial G overnm ent had transferred  
it  to  Canada on paym en t of £300,000  
sterling , th ey  claim ed th a t their parti
cular r igh ts ou gh t to  be respected  and 
specia lly  de^ lt w ith  b y  tho people of Can
ada notw ith stan d in g  th a t purchase. W ell,  
w e conceded th a t r igh t for th e  sake of 
peace. W e  had век]. fco th e halfbreeds of 
th e N orth -W est, w hatever lands you have 
th a t you have settled  upon ; w hatever  
lands G abriel D um on t or a r y  other half- 
breed has settled  upon and m ade h is  home 
upon, sh a ll be th eir  own private and par
ticu lar property ; and as to  th a t question  
there never w as an y  claim  or 
an y  d ispute. T heir c la im  wae piade 
w ith  regard to w h at th ey  called  th eir  ter 
ritorial r igh ts— rights not as to  th is  lo t or 
th at, bu t rights w hich  th ey  claim ed as th e  
earlier inhabitant« of th e  N orth -W est ; 
and w e d ea lt w ith  them  in  th a t sp irit, and  
set apart 1 >400,000 acres of land for th e  
half-breeds in  th e  P rovince o f M anitoba. 
Sh ortly  afterw ards th is  land w as th us d is
posed of to  th em . T h ey  g o t w h at ie 
called scrip , w hich  en titled  th e holder or 
transferee of it  to  go to  th e  G overnm ent 
land office and say, w e have selected  th is  
particular lo t of land— fcjhe price of w hich  
is  so m uch, be it  one dollar an acre or 
m ore— and w e pay you th a t price by  d e 
livering up th is  scrip . T he halfbreede of 
M anitoba go t th is  scrip, b u t it  d id  them  
but v ery  l it t le  good. T he S ir R ichard  
C artw rights, th e  М . C. Camerons, and th e  
other land  speculators o f th e  N orth- 
W est bought th e  scrip  from  th e  half- 
breeds for a m ere song, and turned i t  into  
tn e  G overnm ent in  paym en t of lands 
w hich th ey  had selected . T he people of 
Canada had to  ack n ow led ge  . th e  am ount 
of th e  всгір, bu t th e  halfbreed, half 
savage as he w as, for w hose benefit it  was 
in tended, sacrificed i t  for a m ere trifle—  
som etim es i t  w en t in to  th e  hands of the  
trader in paym ent for a dress or necklace  
for th e halfbreed’s w ife , or rings for hie 
ow n fingers— or b ells  for h is toes— for 
an yth in g  I  know . B u t by  th e  common  
agreem ent of a ll w ho kn ow  anyth ing  
about th is  question  o f scrip , i t  is  a d 
m itted  th a t ic «  as

A GREAT MISTAKE 
on th e part of th e G overnm ent of the  
country th us to  deal wifch th e  halfbreeds. 
W hile w e were a ll w illin g  to g ive  them  
land upon w hich  th ey  w ould settle , or 
give them  an yth in g  w h ich  w ould  be of 
вегѵісе to  th em , w e a ll fe lt— and I 
th in k  w hen  I  have explain ed  the  
m atter you w ill agree w ith  m e  
were right— th at i t  w as an un w ise th ing  
to  do, and an experim ent th a t ought not  
to  be repeated . B u t naturally  enough, 
th e half breeds of th e  N orth -W est, those  
w ho w ere not in  M anitoba, and w Jo were  
not thus settled  w ith , fe lt  th a t if th e  
halfbreede of M anitoba w ere to  g e t th is  
scrip, or gefc any other acknow ledgm ent  
of tneir t it le s , th en  under th e  common  
princip les of ju stice , th ey  ehould be 
treated  w ith  lik e consideration. Thrft, a t  
all even ts, # a s  th e w ay  th ey  presented  
their case. I  hope Mr. B lake does not 
m ean a ll he says, bufc I  see th a t he en 
dorses th eir  case in th e  fu lle st possible  
manner. N ow , th ese dem ands, Mr. 
Blake says, com m enced som e tim e in 1878, 
because up to  thafc tim e th e halfbreeds  
had not been interfered w ith  to  any great 
ex ten t ; he says th a t as settlem ent 
began to  force its  w ay  up beyond M ani
toba th oy  began to dem and th a t th ey  
began to  dem and th a t th ey  should be dealt 
w ith  on term s equally  favorable w ith  those  
which th eir  brethren in  M anitoba had re
ceived from  tb e  G overnm ent. N o w  m y  
first quarrel w ith  M r. B lak e’s sta tem en t is 
at th is  poin t. A nd I  th in k  a public m an  
of M r. B lake’s stand ing— one w ho prides 
him self upon h is honor, his great candor, 
his tru thfu lness— such a m an, I  say, 
speaking behind th e  backs of his p o litica l 
opponents, charging th em , as he has 
charged th e  G overnm ent w ith  treason in  
th is m atter, boasting th a t he to ld  them  on  
th e  floor of P arliam ent tb a t th ey  ou gh t to  
stand as crim inals a t th e  bar, and th a t  
in  former tim es publio m en for  
m uch le ss  serious offences th au  
th ey  w ere g u ilty  of w ould  
bo brought to  th e  bar of th e  H ouse of 
Lords as crim inals, and prevented  from  
ever afterw ards serving th e Crown. I  say  
th a t m aking such charges as th ese  he 
should be hon est w ith  th e  audiences he 
addresses (hear, hear) ; he should  not te ll  
them  half th e story  ; ho should have to ld  
t*hem th e  w hole story , leaving his hearers 
to  draw tb eir  ow n conclusions from  th e  
facts fu lly  presented  before them . (H ear, 
hear, and cheers.) M ind you, I  do not 
say th a t he has m isstated  an yth in g  thafc 
ho has said, but th ere is another w ay  than  
th a t of convey ing  a fa lse  im pression . T he  

SUPPRESSION OF TART OF A STORY 
gives qu ite  a different color to  th e  portion  
that is to ld , and m ay lead to  en tire ly  d if
ferent conclusions from those w hich  w ould  
be a r r iv e i afc if th e  w hole facts w ere d isclos
ed. І  w ill prove to  you to n ig h t  from th e  pu b
lic records thafc w hen Mr. B lake sta ted  afc 
L indsay— and I  suppose he m ade th e  sam e 
s ta te m e n t here— thafc fche * G overnm ent of 
Sir John  M acdonald w as fche on ly  G overn
ment; w hich w as responsible in th is  m atter  
he d id nofc te ll you  th e  w hole tru th  as he 
ough t to have done. I  say th a t w hen  he 
com m ences his ind ictm ent after th e  
ch arge  of G o v e rn m en t w hich took place  
in O ctober 1878 ; w hen he says th a t th e  
G overnm ent w hich  assum ed th e reins of 
pow er afc th a t date are th e parties w ho are 
w h olly  and so lely  responsible in  connec
tion  w ith  i^iis question , he suppresses a 
m aterial portion of th e true sfcory of th e  
half-breed claim s, (hear, hear and oheers); 
and I shall be able to  prove to you beyond  
fear of contradiction th a t during 1874, and  
m ore particu larly  in  th e  early  part of 
1S78, th is  sam e question of th e  half-breed  
claim s w as presented to th e  la te  A dm in
istration , w as d ea lt w ith  b y  th e  la te  A d 
m in is tra tio n , an d  w as dec id ed  by th e late  
A d m in is tra tio n , who form ed a clear and 
distin ctive- policy, w ith  regard to th a t 
question . A n d  th e  very  p o licy  w hich M r. 
B lake is now  denouncing as having been  
cruel and unjust to  those unfortunate half- 
breeds w as th e  idenfcioal policy  
w hich M r. M ilts, th e  M inister of 
th e Interior in  Mr. M ack en zie’s  G overn
m ent and speaking for th a t Governm ent, 
d e lib e ra te ly  la id  dow n afc th e very  tim e  
th a t M r. B lake was supporting th a t G ov
ernm ent in  th e  H ouse of Commons. 
(Loud cheers). N ow  if  I prove th a t to  this 
audience I tb in k  I  shall have established  
thafc Mr, B lake  has not dea lt fairly by  
th e people  of th is  country, w hen he has 
made th ese statem ents w ith ou t m aking  
any re ference  w h a tev e r  to  the earlier h is 
tory of th e se  tra n sa c tio n s . I f  you  or th e  
people of C an ad a  g e n era lly  are to be asked  
to  к ay by your voice or by  your ballots 
thafc Sir Jo h n ’s A dm inistration is g u ilty  
of n eg lect in  th is  m atter, ifc is on ly  fair 
play tn at you should know  in  w hat cond i
tion  th e y  found th is  question w hen th ey  
came iafco office. The Governm ent of thie 
country doe* not and should not upset and  
overturn a ll th a t the preceding G overn
m ent has done. Under our system  an 
adm inistration by oue party may succeed  
an adm inistration by fche other party, but 
no m atter w hat party may be in  power 
th ey  are bound so far as acts of adm inis
tration are concerned, to  continue the Acte  
w hich th ey  find iu existence un til th ey  axe 
quite satisfied th a t a change is de
m anded in th e риЫіс interest. 
N ow , ooming to fche year 1874, in whioh 
year, as I  aaid, th is questica first .pre
sented  itse lf, I  shall have to  trouble you 
w ith

A FEW EXTRACTS,
because it is important, not merely in the

interests ot my oontest in this eenetitu- 
_ ency, but important in tbe interests oi
d %rfruth and justice— important to tbe in-
ko J& rests of this ÖQjninioö that these changes 

fshouid be fairly and fully dealt with ; and 
; 1  ask you to follow me step by step through 

4 h e  various stages of thi« question, while 
I  endeavor fco show you who was responsi
b ly  and to what extent each party waç 
responsible in connection with It. Now, 
on 11th September, 1874, the halfbreede 
of bake Qu’Appelle petitioned the Gov
ernment, ana among other things they 
asked :

“  1st. That the G overnm ent allow  to 
the half breeds th e  right ef keep ing fche 
lands whioh they have taken, or which 
they may take along the River Qu’A p 
p e lle .”

“  2nd. T hat the Rom an Catholio m is
sion m ay havo th e  free and tranquil en 
joym en t of its  possessions, and participate  
in all th e  priv ileges and r igh ts o i  the half- 
breed e,” Mr. M orris, w ho  was then  
L ieutenant G overnor of th e  N orth -W est  
Territories forwarded th e  petition  to  
O ttaw a, w ith  th e  fo llow ing recom m enda
tion  :

“  The requests of th e  M etis with regard 
to  fche lands occupied by  them , and as to  
th e C atholic m ission, w ho havo a ohurch  
and residence there, seemed reasonable, 
and I  fe lt  a t  lib erty  fco rep ly  in a manner 
to  relieve th eir  m inds of an x iety  as to  
th eir  hold ings, having been authorised by  
a despatch  from th e  M inister of th e  In 
terior, to  com m unicate sim ilar inform ation  
to  B ishop Grand jn wifch regard to  th e M etis  
in  th e Saskatchew an d istr ict. I  tru st that 
th e tenor of m y rep ly  w ith  regard to  th is  
and other questions, treated of in th e  ad
dress in question , w ill receive approval.” 

So w e find th e  m atter d ea lt w ith  by 
Governor M orris. I  do not find w hether  
Mr. M orris could  so approve or n ot, and in 
fact, th is  Question, although arising in 1874 
was nofc settled  u n til S ir  John M acdonald  
cam e in to  pow er again, (C heers.) I  pass 
on, m eanw hile, to  another p etition  pre
sented  on th e  19«h Septem ber, 1877, and I  
w ill show  you whafc request w as then  
m ade, asking you a t th e eame tim e  
to  bear in  m ind th a t th a t w as ju st 
about a year before th e  M ackenzie 
Government; m et its  dow nfall a t  th e polls. 
On th a t date afc B laok f/oot Crossing G over
nor L aird received th e  fo llow iug  petition  
from a num ber of halfbreeds, hekded by  
John Murjroe. A fter  speak ing of th eir  con
dition  he says :—

“  H onorable S ir ,— I t  is wifch sen ti
m ents of interm ingled  hope and fear thafc 
w e, th e undersigned, your p etitioners, ap
proach you to-day. I t  is to  claim  your 
kind sympafchy and help  in  our present 
deplorable oircumgtances thafc w e under 
tak e  to  present you thia paper, and to  th at 
end w e w ill briefly sta te  our reasons, to  
w hich  w e hu m bly pray your E xcellency  
w ould  g ive  th e  k in d est consideration. 
Before th e  year of th e  sm allpox, 1870, 
mem orable for ifcs disastrous effects on the  
n ative  population of th is  country  we, 
your petitioners, although not r ich , w ere, 
how ever, in  com fortable circum stances. 
W e had sm all hom es of our ow n near E d 
m onton, and cu ltiva ted  th e  soil m ore or 
less. H u n tin g  w as p len tifu l, and we  
w ere encouraged by  th e  H udson  
B ay Com pany fco fo llow  i t  as m nch as 
possib le, because th eir  on ly  in terest iu 
th e  country  w as th e  fur trade. T hey  were 
th e  on ly  m erchants amongsfc us, and fchis 
unique in terest prevented  th em  from  
giv in g  any encouragem ent to  th e  husband
m en, and conseq uently  from bringing  
farm ing implemecfcs for sale, excep t very  
few , w hich w ere sold a t such an enormous 
price thafc th e  poor m an could not th in k  of 
bu ying them . Thus, honorable sir, the  
only encouragem ent t s  farm ing was given  
b y fche m inisters of th e  difforent deuom i 
nations in  our country, and th eir  means 
also w ere lim ited . I t  w as by  th eir  advice  
and assistance th a t w e took  to  farm ing as 
m uch as our poverty  w ould  a llow  us. Our 
lifctie gardens, our few  cattle , and th e pro
duce of our hu nt supplied us wifch pletnfcv, 
and w e w ere happy. Bufc th e year 1870 
cam e— fchafc year so terrib le to  rem em ber, 
in  w hich  th e  d ire m alady decim ated  
The -  w hole population , and föTIöwmg 
in  its  w ake w as fam ine. T his com bina
tion  of ev ils  ruined us, driving us from  
our hom es, and com pelling us to  lead an 
en tire ly  nom adic life, as th e  Indians on 
th e  p la ins. S in ce fchafc t im e  w e have had  
n oth ing  to depend upon, bu t our guns. 
The gàroe wre k ill feeds ourselves, aud  
our fam ilies, and th e fur w e gath er are 
our on ly  m oney w herew ith  to  bu y .c lo th 
in g , and God kn ow s, we do not see how  
w e are to  rise above our present oondition. 
I t  is on th is  account, hon. s ir , th a t w e  
now  appeal to  th e  charity  you bear 
tow ards a ll your subjects. W e hail your 
arrival as th e  opening of a new  and bettor 
era for us a ll. W e hum bly approach you  
to-day, aud beg you to  help  us. T he help  
w e im plore is farm ing im p lem ents, and  
seed  to  begin w ith . W e w ant to  settle , 
and t i l l  th e  land , b u t w e have no capital 
— n oth ing  a t a ll to  start w ith .”

N o  answ er w as vouchsafed to  th a t  
hum ble petition , couched, as you p er 
ceive  it  was, in  th e m ost respectfu l and  
fee lin g  term s. T he G overnm ent o f Mr. 
M ackenzie, Mr. M ills being M in ister  of 
th e  Interior,

DID NOT TIIINK IT WAS WORTH WHILE 
to  rep ly  to  th a t p etition , a lthough Gov. 
Laird had recom m ended it  fco th e  con 
sideration  of th e  G overnm ent In very  
strong term s. M r. L aird’s representation  
ou th a t petition  is in  th e fo llow in g  words': 

** T h is p etition  sets  forth th e d estitu te  
condition of these halfbreeds, and prays 
thafc th ey  m ay receive som e assistance  
from th e  G overnm ent in  procuring ag) i- 
cu ltu ra l im plem ents and seed  to enable  
th em  to  com m ence farm ing. T heir case 
is  deserving of favorable consideration, 
inasm uch as though th ey  have a large ad
m ixture of Ind ian  blood, and have been 
liv in g  in  a great m easure lik e  Indian s, 
y e t  th ey  have not been adm itted  iu to  the  
Ind ian  treaties. I  a t lea st deem  it  m y  
d u ty  to  bring th eir  petition  under th e no
t ic e  of th e  honorable th e P r iv y  C ouncil,as  
It appears to  m e thafc if  an y  help  is afford
ed them , i t  can on iy  oome through the  
D om inion P arliam en t.”

T he p etition  w as forwarded w ith  th a t  
recom m endation , bu t no rep ly  wae vouch
safed to it . I  com e now  to th e  earlier 
part of th e  fo llow ing year, and strangely  
enough fche nexfc petition  presented w as one 
in  w hich  G abriel D um ont, w ho w as R ie l’s 
first lien ten an t in  th e  rebellion w hich su b 
seq u en tly  took  place, w as fche leading  
petitioner. I t  says :—

“ Thafc th ere be granted to  each half- 
breed head o f a  fam ily , and to  their  
children w ho have not participated  in the  
d istribution  of scrip and lands in  tho P ro
v ince of M anitoba, a l ik e  am ount of scrip  
and like land grant« as in  M anitoba ;

“  T hat th e  sudden transition  from  prairie 
to  agricultural life , necessitated  by  th e  
rapid disappearance of th e buffalo, and  
th e  ordinance respecting hunting, of fche 
N orth -W est Counoil, have brought your  
p etitioners to their lasfc resource«, and 
force fchem to  app ly  to  th e Federal G ov
ernm ent for assistance io  agricu ltu ral im 
plem ents and seed grain, lik e  assistance 
havin g been granted to  certain foreign  
im m igrants in th e  P rovince of M anitoba. 
T hose instrum ents, besides being  
excessive ly  scarce, aro on ly  sold  
hero a t prices so exorbitant 
th a t it  is  im possible for your petitioners to 
procure them  ; if, therefore, th e  G overn
m en t were unable fco grant «fchis help, many 
of your petitioners, how ever w illin g  th ey  
m igh t be to devote  th em selves fco farm ing, 
w ouid  be com pelled fco betake th em selves  
to  th e  prairies, afc th e  risk of infringing  
t>he ordinance provid ing for th e  protection  
of th e  buffalo, how ever ju st ifc m ay be, 
since th e  tim e during w hich hu ntin g  is 
perm itted  ie too short and fche buffalo now  
too  «carco to  enable them  to la y  in a suffi
c ien t supply  aad provide for th eir  own  
needs and those of th eir  fam ilies during  
th e  rest of th e yea r ,” ,

P re tty  pla in  language, bu t M r. B lake  
did n o t te ll you  about th a t p etition  ; he

has cot *pok*n of it in toy of I b  «any 
meetings he hae hell D p yeu Wi«n> for 
one moment thrfi elf-dying thi/ qaeetlon 
with the care which, w  te weil ker6wn? ke
devotes to all tfceee question», th is  |>erli.cu- 
lar and very im portant and figtUdeawt 
item  escaped hie attention ? D id  be p a ie  it' 
over? And if you believe he re*d it  1 aek you  
w hat do you th ink cf th e publie mac, 
w ho, standing ou a platform  w ith ou t his 
opponents being afforded an opportunity  
of confronting him, and correcting these  
lifctie omissions, neglects fco read or refer 
fco so impoi tanfc a docum ent ae th a t ? S till 
more. W hat do yon th ink  of a public 
man who om itted to say how  th e  G overn
m ent, of w hich ho w as som etim es a mem
ber, and eometimee a su lk y  supporter,but 
alw ays a supporter, d ea lt w itn fchis im
portant question, raised by th e  halfbreede 
early  in  1S7S. (Cheers.) I w ill to ll you  
before I  am through how  th ey  dea lt wifch 
ifc. There could aot have been a petition  
presented to any G overnm ent couched in  
clearor or иогѳ unm istakable term s than  
th a t w as. T he question could not 
havo b ee i brought up in  a fairer 
w ay. And mark you, I  am not 
now  finding fau lt ; I  w ill deal w ith  th at 
question by and by ; I am not saying

WHETHER TIIE GOVERNMENT DID RIGHT 
OR DID WRONG, 

b u t I am endeavoring to  show  you th at 
M r. B lake came*on th is  platform —assum 
ing as I  am, th a t he m ade fche sam e speech  
here on this question  as he d id elsew here  
— and mada no referenoe to  th e  fact th a t  
th e G overnm ent, of w hich he was som e
tim es a member, and alw ays a friend, had 
d ealt w ith  th is  m atter, ex a ctly  as Sir 
John  M acdonald dea lt w ith  it  in  subse
quent years. L et me prove m y statem ent. 
On th e  18th of M arch, Mr. M ills thus 
disposed oi th e p etition , from  w hich  I  
have ju st quoted. H is  despatch is 
directed to the L ieutenant-G overnor of the 
North-W Test T erritories, and in  it  he 
says :—

** 6. The application of th e petitioners 
to  be aided by th e G overnm ent w ith  seeds 
and agricultural im plem ents in th eir  farm
ing operations I  confess I  am not disposed 
fco v iew  favorably. I  do n o t see  upon 
whafc grounds th e  halfbreeds can claim  
to  be treated in  th ie particular differently  
from th e  w hite settlers in  th e  territories.

“  7. The half-breeds, w ho have  in  som e 
respects the advantage over new  settlers  
in  th e territories, should be im pressed  
w ith  th e  necessity of se ttlin g  dow n in 
fixed  localities, and d irecting their  
energies towards pastoral or agricultural 
pursuits, in  w hich сазе lands w ould  no 
doubt be assigned to them  in  th e  sam e 
w ay  as to w hite  settlers, B u t beyond  
th is  th ey  m ust not look to th e  G overn
m ent for any especial assistance in  their  
farm ing operation.”

M eaning thereby th a t “  w e w on’t  assist 
you w ith  agricultural im plem ents ; we  
w on’t  assist you w ith  grain for seed  ; we 
w on’t  g ive vou scrip for land such 
as th o halfbreeds in  M anitoba  
received ; but w e recom m end you  
fco do jusfc as th e  w h ite  Bottlers 
are doing, who are com ing in to  th e coun
try— go and settle  on tho lands of the  
N o rth -W est ; you w ill m eet w ith  tho 
sam e consideration afc th e  hands of the  
G overnm ent w ith  respect to  these lands 
thafc the people receive w ho com e from the 
older provinces of Canada, or th e  im m i
grants w ho com e from  other lands to 
settle  in thafc cou n try .” N ow , th a t m ay  
have been good p o licy  or it m ay have 
been bad, but be it good or bad, you  
ought to  know  w hen you are asked to  
vote condem nation of th e  G overnm ent of 
Sir John M acdonald for h is treatm ent of 
th e halfbreeds, w hen you are called upon 
to  say  th a t th a t G overnm ent was g u ilty  
of treason for its  treatm ent of th e  half- 
breeds, th a t th ey  did ex a ctly  th e sam e as 
th e G overnm ent of M r. M ackenzie, as I  
w ill fehow you before I  have done. T hat 
was th e  lasfc execu tive  act of th e  M ac
kenzie G overnm ent so far as th is  mafcfcor 
is concerned. T hey  w ere fcurned oufc of 
office by th e people of Canada in  S eptem 
ber, 1S78. Sir John M acdonald came into  
pow ftty and k e o w in ç th e  im portanca of th e  
N orth -W est, he assum ed th e  m anagem ent 
of th a t great country h im self, by  becom ing  
M inister of th e  Interior. H e kn ew  of this 
correspondence ; he kn ew  how  Mr. M ilis  
had dea lt w ith  it  ; he recognised th e policy  
of h is predecessors so far, bu t he said I  am 
not qu ite satisfied th a t th a t is th e  proper 
w ay of dealing w ith  th ese people, but 
before d isturb ing th a t p o licy  as I  rather 
feel inclined  to  do, I  w ill m ake further en
quiry. H e  d id so by

SENDING UP COLONEL DENNIS, 
the depu ty  head of h is  departm ent, who  
had not m erely a theoretical but had a 
practical kn ow led ge of th e  subject, and I  
w ill read a portion of fche report w hich  
C olonel D ennis m ade on th e  20fch of D e 
cem ber, 1878, a m onth or tw o  after th e  
new  G overnm ent cam e in to  power. 
A m ong th e  proposals w hich  Colonel 
D ennis m ade, w ere th ese :

“ I t  is therefore ev id en t thafc one or 
oth er of three courses m ust be pursued  
w ith  respect to  them  :

" I ,  To treat them  as wards of th e  G ov
ernm ent in  effect, m ake a trea ty  w ith  
them , as w ith  th e  In d ian s, and look for
ward to  th eir  rem aining for m any years in  
their present sem i-barbarous sta te .

“ 2. To g ive  an absolute issue of scrip, 
to  a reasonable ex ten t, fco each ind ividual, 
and fchen le t them  tak e thoir chances of 
liv in g  or starving in  th e future, or

“  3. To offer fchem certain inducem ents 
fco settle  on land and learn to  farm —  
esp ecia lly  to  raise cattle .

“  T he course first suggested  w ould , in 
fche opinion of th e  undersigned, be in  th e  
in terest neith er of th e  G overnm ent nor 
th e  half-breed ; indeed, i t  is  very  dou bt
fu l if  th e la tter  w ould  consent to  it  
if  ifc w ere proposed, T he second  
altern ative, if  fo llow ed, w ould  re
su lt in  th e la st stage of th e  recip ien ts of 
fche scrip  being worse th an  th e first, for 
th e reason thafc th e  halfbreede havin g no 
idea w hatever of th rift, or of th e  neces
s ity  of m aking provision for th e  future, 
by locatin g his scrip and securing land for 
th e benefit of h is fam ily , w ould , as our 
experience in  M anitoba proves beyond all 
doubt, sell th e s згір for w hatever be could  
g et for it , w h ich  in  m ost cases w ould  be a 
mere trifle. T he resu lt, therefore, w onld  
be thafc on th e extin ction  of th e buffalo, 
an occurrence, unfortunately  bu t a few  
years in tho future— w e w ould  find our
selves face to  face w ith  a form idable, 
nom adic sem i-savage e lem ent in  th e  popu
lation , which* from th e fact of being de
prived  of its  natural m eans of subsistence, 
w ould  prove a stand ing m enace to  tho 
peace and prosperity of fche territor ies,”

H e  discusrtes there three propositions, 
H e rejects th e first to  treat them  p racti
cally  аз aborigiuea because th e  half breeds 
w ere nofc w illip g  to be treated  as Indians 
— as a savage and barbarous people. ï h e y  
had aspirations beyond th a t, as I could  
show  у ф  if I had tim e to  read ;to  you from  
th e report of tho A rchbishop of Sfc. B on i
face. H e regpwrds th e second as imprac- 
ticable-nthafc is , to  g iv e  them  scrip and 
leave them  to  starve and d ie  afier  having  
spent th e  m onoy th ey  w ouid  g e t for their  
icr ip  ; and he said thafc th e  th ird  proposi
tion  should be adopted, or at a ll even ts he 
so reported to  his chief, th e  head of the  
D epartm ent of tha In ter ior, Sir John Mao- i 
donald. N ow , what d id Sir Jojhn do wifch 
fchafc recom m endation. ІІэ  directed thafc a 
copy of th e  report; should bo sen t fco A rch
bishop Tache, th e great director and  
gu id e of th e halfbreeds in fche N orth -W est:  
another oopy to  the Governor of th e  North- 
W est Territories, Mr. Laird; another to the  
N o rth -W est Council, w ho have certain  
leg isla tive  powers and functions iu  th a t  
country , and a copy to each of the  
tw o  Church of E ngland bishops w ho were 
th ere—one to th e B ishop of Saskatchew an  
and th e other to th e  B ishop of R upert’s 
L and—and thafc th e  opinion of each of 
th ese ind ividu als or bodies should be ob
ta in ed  w ith  rospeot to  tb e suggestions 
oontained in  th e repo- t. T n* cepU e were 
eenfc accordingly. No«rp w i» t  w ere M**

rep lies se a t  jfco th em  ? G eatleq>ec, th ey  
ftaree in  one th in g  and ons> th in g  only, 
Й е у  agree thafc f e d ?  ought n o t to  be 
g iven  fco th e  halfbreede. T h ey  say  th a t 
th e  exam ple th ey  had had of g iv in g  sorip  
to  th ese people in M anitoba had not been 
such as to  induce a rep etition  o t  th e  sy s
tem  in  th e  N o rth -W est ; one and a ll agreed  
on th a t point, and th at alone. 
I  th in k  you w ill probably say  th at in th a t 
m atter th e  unanim ous opinions, of A rch
b ishop Tache, of th e  B ishops of th e  
Church of E ngland , of L ieutenant- 
G overnor Laird and of th e  N o rth -W est 
Council w ere r igh t, bufc w h at other pro
posals d id  th ey  m ake ? The A rchbishop  
perhaps had a better r ight th an any other 
to  sp$ak on b eh a lf of th e halfbreeds, b e 
ing a Frenchm an h im self, and th e  corre
spondence w ith  th e  half breeds w as m ain
ly  w ith  th e  F rench halfbreeds, though  
there w ere a considerable number of Scotch  
halfbreeds w ho joined in  th e  representa
tion s w hich  w ere m ade,

WHAT DID THE ARCHBISHOP SAY?
H e said : I  suggest th a t th e  half breed 
should have reserves ; th a t tw e lv e  re
serves of fche b e s t lands in  th e  N o rth -W est 
should be set ap>.rt for th em  ; *that upon 
th ese reserves th e halfbreeds should be per- 
mifctëd to  tak e tip lands ; th a t as 
to  these lands there should be no taxation; 
th a t for three generations afc least there 
should be no pow er of a lienation  ; fchafc in 
poin t of fa c t tw e lv e  litfcle com m unities of 
th ese  halfbreede should bo established in  
tho N orth-W tB t— blocking, and «»topping, 
as it  were, th e  advancing fcide of settle-' 
ment; and c iv ilization  from th e  older pro
vinces and th e old  w orld— th ese com m u
n itie s  to  be governed by  different law s  
from th e  rest of th is  country ; and th a t 
for these halfbreeds a peculiar system  of 
jurisprudence should  be enacted . H is  
G race t h e . A rchbishop w as alone in  thafc 
suggestion . L ieut. Governor Laird d isap 
proved of it. Col. R ichardson, a g en tle 
m an w ho had had a great deal of exp eri
ence in th e  country аз a m agistrate , d is 
approved of ifc. T he B ishop of Saskatche
w an, w ho  had been th ere for 
m any years, d isapproved of ifc. Each' 
had his own nostrum , bufc no tw o  agreed. 
N ow  lefc us come to th e tim e w hen  Sir John  
M acdonald’s respon sib ility  begins. H e 
found tb a t th e  m atter had been d ea lt w ith  
by th e  M ackenzie G overnm ent, A s he 
was nofc satisfied thafc theirs was th e  proper 
w av  of d ealin g w ith  it , he had caused th ese  
enquiries to  be m ade, and 1 have to ld  you  
th e  result. W h at w ould  you have done in 
his p lace ? Y o u  who are being called upon 
to  say th a t h e  is guilfcy of treason to his 
country , th a t, as Mr. B lake says, he is 
chargeable wTith  sham eful and scandalous 
and callous n eg leo t of th e r ights and 
grievances of th ese  half breeds. W hat  
w ould  you have done under th ose circum 
stances ? W ou ld  уэи  have created up in 
th a t country tw e lv e  lit t le  Q uebecs, w ith  
different law s, different languages, differ
en t in stitu tion s, from  those w hich  pre
v a il in  th e  rest of th is D om inion ? 
H ow  w ould  suoh a po licy  as th a t have 
answ ered, w hen our great N orth -W est 
cam e to  be settled  u p .? H ow  w ould ifc 
answ er to set apart in  th is  country four 
large tow nsh ip s to be inhabited  only by 
one particular class of people ; fche land  
n ot fco be taxed, or bought or sold, bu t to 
rem ain in  th e  hands of th e original 
population  in  p erp etu ity— for practica lly  
i t  w ould  be s o in  th e  case o f ‘th e  half- 
breeds ? W ou ld  you approve of such a 
p olicy  ? W ou ld  you deem  it  a w ise  or 
prudent p olicy , havin g regard , as the  
G overnm ent of fchie oountry are bound to 
have regard fco fche w elfare, of not m erely  
one particular class, bu t th e  w hole com 
m u n ity  ? I  don’t  th ink  there is a m an in 
th is  room w ho w ould  say , n otw ithstand ing  
fche good in ten tions of H is  Grace the  
A rchbishop in  m aking such a su gges
tion , th a t such a p o licy  w ould  be 
ono.w hich  w ould  be approved b y  th e peo
ple  of th is  country . W ou ld  you have 
given  them  scrip w hen everybod y who  
kn ew  an yth in g  about it— Col. D ennis, the  
A rohbishop, th e E nglish  B ishops, th e  N . 
W . Council, and Lieutenant-G overnor  
Laird— saiff,

d o n ’t  g i v e  t h e m  s c r i p  

i t  w ill  on ly  be Wasted ; i t  w ill go for 
drink or som ething e lse  not m uch more 
valuable.

“ Ifc m akes no difference— give  them  
their d u es.”

M y friend says, g iv e  th em  their dues, 
and he is r igh t, and I  w ill p o in t o u t to  him  
thafc th ey  got th eir  dues ; thafc th ey  got 
a ll th ey  could reasonably olaim  aud all 
th ey  ought to have had. I  don’t  by  any  
m eans say  th a t th ey  w ould n o t have been  
gratified if  th ey  had received  th e  scrip, I  
suppose th a t if an ordfcr w en t forth th at 
every  m an in  th is  room w ould  have so 
m uch scrip  by  app lying for it ,  every man 
here w ould  hold up his hands for it ,  and  
th e  halfbreeds, lik e every  person else, 
w anted a ll th ey  could get. B u t i t  is  not 
alw ays th e  case thafc w has a m an w ants is 
w hat is good for him  ; ju st as w e have to 
restrain th e  desires of our ohildren for the 
sake of their d igestion  w hen th e y  want; 
too m uch jam  or too m uch sweefce, and 
w hen th ey  grow  up th ey  are th ankfu l to  
th e  parents w ho so raise a w ise  d iscretion  
saving them ^rom  indulgences from  whioh  
th ey  are nofc old  enough to restrain th em 
selves. M y friend says w e should g ive  
them  th eir  dues. W ell, th eir  dues w ere to 
g e t  th e  land ,and th e  proposal fco g ive  them  
scrip w as on iy  th a t it should be used as a 
m eans by  w hich  th e  land w ould be given  
to  them . I t  w as not intended thafc the  
scrip should  be turned in to  m oney to be ap
p lied  to other purposes and th a v. th ey  should  
be w ith ou t fche land. T he buffalo, w hich  had 
been th e  m ain support of th ese  people, 
disappeared from  th e prairies alm ost in  
th e  tw in k lin g  of an eye ; w ith  a rapid ity  
w hich  is som ething m arvelous fco con
tem p late  th ey  had been sw ep t alm ost off 
th e  face of th e  earth in  th e space of a year  
or tw o. Buffalo sk ins to-day are rarer 
articles than fche sk ins of fche polar bear, 
and m ost of us rem em ber th e  tim e w heu  
th ey  w ere both p lentifu l and cheap. 
W hftt wero th e  people to do ? T here was 
b u t one th in g  th ey  oould do, and thafc was 
to  settle  on th e land. E ith er  thafc or th ey  
w ere to  be treated  as Indians and placed  
on th e  reserves, and th ey  w ere sufficient
ly  civilized  to  scorn th e  idea of being  
treated  in  th a t w ay. Then, if  th ey  w ere  
to  settle  on land, tho question w as, how  
m uch land were th ey  to  gefc ? W a« a free  
g ift  of 160 acres sufficient for th em  or 
nofc? D o you th ink th ey  could uae more 
than thafc if th ey  had ifc? I  don’t  th in k  
an y  person w ill say  fchafc 160 acres for each  
m an of th em  wa* n o t a ll th a t th ey  w ould  
possibly require, and th ese 160 acres w ere  
th ere for every  m an of th em  a tta in 
in g  fche age of 18 years, (Cheers.) T hat 
w'as sim ply  endorsing th e  p o licy  of th e  
M ackenzie A dm inistration  w ho said thafc 
th e  halfbreeds wero th ere wifch superior 
advantages to  th e  new  im m igrants com ing  
in to  th e  oountry, as th ey  knew  better fche 
sw eet Bpots of tho N orth -W est, and as a 
m atter pf fact; we know  th a t th ey  havo  
taken possession of the choioest localities  
in  th e  great country. A nd although if  it  
could have been properly donc I for ono 
w ould  have been w illin g  to see th em  pro
vided  w ith

s e e d  g r a in  a n d  a g r ic u l t u r a l  im p l e 
m e n t s ,

w e kn ow  v ery  w ell th a t th e  w h ite  men 
w ho w en t up there, som e cf them  
perhaps qu ite  as poor as th e  half -breeds, 
ignorant of th e oountry and unaccustom ed  
to  ifcs clim ate w ould bave fe lt very  strange  
indeed to £nd  t&at such donations of seed , 
grain and agricultural im plem ents were 
m ade to th e  nalfbr*eda, but w ere refused  
to  them . T he halfbreede fin ally  aefctlod 
dow n on lands ; th ey  flocked to fche beet 
spofee in  th e  w hole co u n try --a lo n g  th e  
banks of th e  Saskatchew an, tiie  m oet 
beautifu l r iver  in  th e  N irih-W cafc, as I  
am told  ; fu ll of fish, and ite fertile  banks 
clothed w ith  vordere— here for m any  
m iles dow nw ard from Pritice A lbert and  
in ofchere of th e  finest portions of fche 
еоиюАгу fche balfbreed# g»ra^i»aliy settled .

The G overnm ent sai<3, w e ь*э tnejr »«г* 
gradually  accu etom b g  to
agricultural pursuit* ькс- habite ; th*y ar« 
p artly  engaged w  fretgbU*# *e(t wnfcïj 
engaged ie  cu ltivatin g  *he 
have only  to  rvad rseerts
of som e of th eee G overnm eb* сШЙаІ», 
show ing fchafc on m any srf tfcaee 
halfbreed locations there were im p rove
m ents running up all the w ay  frotr* £300 
or $400 to $fi00 and $900, oreafced by their 
own ind ustry  in  th e  four year* previous to 
th e rebellion, to  form  som e idea оt the e x 
te n t to  wh^ch these people had settled  
down to th e  a ltered  conditions of the 
oountry. W ill any ono ot you  say thafc it 
was not a w ise aud prudent p o licy  to 
l^ave th ese people aemewhafc tp their own 
resources to m ake them  feel thae tbey  
w ere free m en, standing on an to n a lity  
w ith  other settlers in  th e  N orth -W est 
instead of m ere dependants on a paternal 
(governm ent— (hear, hear)—to m ake theee 
men f,eel th a t th ey  bad th e priv ilege lik e  
other* of tak ing up land iu  th e N o r th - 
We&t, settlin g  on it  a*d m aking hom es for 
them selves and their fam ilies, I  th ink  
th e sober com m on sense o f th e  poople of 
th is  oountry w ill endorse th a t p o licy  as 
being after a ll a w iser ar.d better 
polioy considering a ll tho difficulties 
Whi,oh surrounded th e question , thao  
to  have adopted a policy  w hich  w as un ani
m ously condem ned by all those w ho had 
th e  best opportunities for kn ow ing the  
circum stances. (H ear, h^ar aud cheers.) 
A t any rate, i t  does not lie in th e  m outh  
of Mr. B lake, or M r. M ills, or of thoee 
who supported th e  G overnm ent of w hich  
th ey  were m em bers, fco say thafc fche policy  
adopfce l  w as an un w ise policy  b^causo ifc 
was th eir  ow n policy-— (hear, hear)— form
ed a t a m uch earlier period, form ed before 
the halfbreeds w ere ao w ell a ttuned  to th e  
m ethods of settlem en t aud c iv ilisa 
tion as th ey  w ere afc fche la te r
date w hen  Sir Joh n  w as called
upon to deal w ith  tb e  question . N ow , 
th a t w as th e great grievance of th e  N o rth -  
W e st halfbreed— th at he d id  r o t  g e t
scrip ; th a t he w aa not t r e a te d  lik e  hia 
fellow s in th e  Province of Manitoba.. Bufc 
I  w ould not be fair to  you ; I  w ou ld  be 
im itatin g  Mr. B lake if I  did nofc te ll you 
fchafc there w ere  other grievance-a, and  
there other g riev an ces  I  shall exp lain  to 
you. A nother grievance was as to  the
manner of

su r v e y in g  t h e ir  l a n d s .
You are aware th a t in  fche North--W est the  
lands are surveyed in  square b locks of 
forfcy chains each w ay , and thafc th ey  
are sold  in': quarter sections of ICO 
aores each. The halfbreede had 
been accustom ed in  M anitoba and th e  
N orth -W est— but chiefly  in M anitoba— to 
settle  along th e  banks of fche rivers, on 
lo ts  w ith  th e narrow frontage of ten chains 
each, and running back from th e  river  
fronts for a d istan ce of tw o  m iles, ju st as 
th e  people of Q uebec have th eir  farms 
to-day; and th ey  requested th e G overnm ent 
to  so lay  out th eir  lands for them  
th a t th ey  w ould  not be forced to  take up 
square sections or quarter section s, but 
should be perm itted to have th ese  long  
narrow lots stretch ing back from th e  river 
banks, according fco th e system  fco w hich  
fchey had been accusfcomed. Perhaps it 
m ay be said th at th a t was a sm all mafcfcer 
affcer a ll, bu t I th in k  w e w ould  a ll have 
regretted to find th e G overnm ent of th is  
country refusing a sim ple request of thie 
kind. In  th e  early  days of th e  North- 
W est surveys th e polioy o f surveyin g these 
lo ts  in th a t w ay  w as d is tin c tly  laid  down  
and fa ith fu lly  adhered to. W herever the 
halfbreede had settled  before th e su rvey 
ors had gone in  fco survey th e  country  the 
instructions were th a t fchey should survey  
th e laud and lay  oufc th e  lo ts  according to 
fche w ishes of th e  halfbreeds, and in  the 
m anner th a t h is race had been accustom ed  
to. B u t if th e  half breeds w ere not there  
w hen th e surveyors w en t in , th e  general 
m ethod of survey, and os it  w ould  be 
found in  th e  end, th e b etter  w ay  w as to 
be fo llow ed— th e system  w hich w e had  
im ported from th e W estern  S ta tes of 
surveying in  m iles square. N ow  I don’t 
th ink there are m any of us w ho w ould con 
sider fchafc th a t w as unkind or cruel. 
H ow ever, difficulties occurred. N ow  le t  
m e draw your atten tion  for a m om ent to  
fche condition of th in gs in th e actual seat 
of fche rebellion— because th ere ar?> half- 
breeds scattered  over th e N orth -W est in  
m any p laces— afc R egina, a t Qu’A ppelle, 
at th e  Touohw ood B ills , afc fche Cypress 
H ills , at P rince A lbert and other places. 
You m ust not le t  any m an abuse 
your ears by  sum m ing up to- 
gethor th e  grievances or com plaints 
of a ll th e halfbreeds of th e N orth  W est, 
because w e have to deal on ly  w ith  those  
w ho broke out ia  rebellion, and those were 
th e half breeds a long th e  South Branch of 
th e Saskatchew an in  fthe neighborhood of 
D uck L ake. N ow  le t  us refer to  th e  con
ditions c f th ings in  th a t loca lity . Of the 
halfbreeds w ho broke out and took  part 
in  th e  rebellion there w ere found to  
be about; 358 heads of іатШ ем, 
I have to ld  you of tw o  c f th eir  grievances;: 
F irst, as fco th e  scrip ; second ly , a» to the  
m anner of survey  ; oufc there w as a third  
— and th a t w as th e sm all paym en t w hich  
th ey  had to  m ake, in com m on wifch th e  
other settlers, for th e  w ood w hich  th ey  
took off of lands adjoining th eir  lo ts—  
lands upon w h ich  th oy  d id  nofc settle  
them selves. As»’ I  liavo said

358 h e a d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  b r o k e  o u t  
in  rebellion aud joined R ie l ; aud I  p ro
pose fcn dea l wifch fche case of thoae m en—  
as fchey ought to be dea lt w ith — aocording  
to  th eir  r ights and sheir poftitiua afc the  
tim e th e  outbreak occurred. I ’ir^t le t me 
tell you  how  m any of th ese  ш ел were en
titled  fco scrip, in an y  v iew  you m ay take  
of th e po licy  of g iv in g  fchem scrip  a t al'». 
Ifc is found ou exam ination  th a t of 
th e  338 m en w hose grievances, ac
cording; to  M r. B lake, w ere  
so intolerab le th a t fchey w ero com pelled to 
take up arms and involve th is  country  in 
the horrors of c iv il war alt b u t 24 had 
already got th eir  scrip in  Manitoba,, aud  
were therefore nor, en titled  in  any case to  
receive scrip as N o rth -W est h slfb  eeds. 
(Loud cheers.) I  th in k  th a t in  any v iew  
you m ay tak e  of th is  m atter, thafc disposes 
of tho p re tex t thafc th a t particular g r iev 
ance was th e cause of fche outbreak. N ow  as 
to  th e surveys, a ll fche property along fche 
banks of m ost of th e  rivers w here th e  
halfbreede had settled  had been la id  cut 
in th e  m anner w hich  th ey  desired ; but 
in one part of th e  Saskatchew an, running  
a distance of 70 m iles along th e  r i v e r -  
counting both banks— w hen th e  surveyor  
w ent there he tound nine fam ilies, and nofc 
supposing thafc, because nine fam ilies w ere 
scattered along a t  in tervals for thafc spacc, 
he was expected  to survey  according to the  
half breed m ethod, he la id  out th e  lapd  
in th e ordinary w ay— th e w ay  w hich  was 
usual throughout the North-W Tesfc. A fter
wards thera w ere other halfbreeds w ho  
came in, ahd th is  w as ono of th e  diffi
cu lties up to th e  tim e th a t Louis R iel 
was in v ited  in to  th e country. The 
G overnm ent sa id , w e have been w illin g  
a ll alone to lay  ont your lands in tho  
N orth -W est, w here you  have settled
in advance of survey, in th e  
m anner you desire, bufc w here  
th e  surveys have been made in advance of 
your settlem en t, and those surveys are 
now  on record, w e cannot go to a ll fche 
expense of auother survey  and W ipe out  
tho present survey to sati ty  your w him s. 
I t  had bei.n poin ted  out by  Capt. D eville , 
th e  head of th e  technical branch of th e  
N orth -W est surveys, th a t in cases where 
the regular surveys bad been made in ad
vance of settlem en t th ey  could have the  
fronted lofcs if  th ey  desired by d iv id in g  up 
fche re^u'ar forty  chain lots into ten chain  
frcntyg в ; ааД early in 1384, before there  
was any rebellion or any threat of rebel
lion, a G overnm ent officer had g o ze  up 
find poin ted  oufc to th e people th a t w hile  
bhe G overnm ent could uofc re-survey th e  
land, tho people could hare th eir  lo ts  w ith  
the t* n-chatu frontage Oy d iv id ing  up the 
« i s t ing  surveys iti the m aaûer I 
mentioned, »«id th at thus tb»y

m entioned, and tha* th us th ey  wopld g*v 
w h at th e y  w anted . W ae %Лег* any bard" 
sh ip  in tbift whon th *y  oould 
out: tb e  forty  chain Jroot*. fcboiptelve# IV 
th ey  d esired ! W ould  ihl# цтіеѵаоое W  
considered by any гздвопаЫе шло > jontf-
iioafcioß for    •»-

liieiNQ IN aXKZLUCN
»//M utt tho G overnm ent of th e country  i  
(H ear, hear and cheers.) ФЬево, ae I WiU 
point out to  you, w ere tb? prete.x'ce, th t 
excuses, for th e  naif breed rebellion , ba % 
th ey  w ere not ita real cause*. A »erf 
different reason exU ted  for those meu 
flying to arm«, aa I w ill a ttem p t to e l -  
plain to  you th is  even ing, Lefc use p o in t  
qufc.to ypu h ow .th e  m atter .»toed ae to the  
leaders of th e  rebellion. Of th e  21 îeedere( 
inoluding D ûm ent, w ho wa* ая you kuow  
the principal leader uuder R ie l— of t hosf 
leaders in clu d ing  th e m em bers o f th e  pro
visional council w hich w as form od— 10 had 
already got their scrip ia  M ant lobe, 
one of them" was a n a tiv e  nf 
Quebec, and therefore not en titled  to be 
treated as a haif breed, and the? ef ore there  
was ju st one m an le ft w ho  had any claim  
or any grievance to  be taken into aooount 
in eon viderint' fche a lleged  саилев "f th e  
rebellion. (Loud cheers.) N o t on ly  eo, 
but aofcually D um ont, w ho had th e  m oet 
com fortable place at B atoche and had the  
ferry th ere , h»d m ade entry  for his 
quarter seefcieu, jusfc th e sam e as the w h ite  
settlers bad entered  for th eirs, and it  wa* 
surveyed in th e  ordinary w ay. (ilea!*, 
hear.) Tho sam e rem ark is true cf many 
others am ong th eir  num ber. G oing  
over fche list; I  find fchafc of th e  75 w ho w e : e 
settled: on th e w est bank of th e  S'-wkat- 
ohewau 55 had m ade en try  ip th e  ordin
ary w ay. N o  question of̂  com plaint about 
surveys, no question  of d ifficu lty  wir.h re
gard to paten ts, occurred iu  regard to 
these cages, th ough  of роцгкс, like  
all other agitiere, th *y  hbd fco 

three yea;a for th eir  paten ts. L ike  
th e  o th e r  setters th ey  had m ade th eir  en 
tries, th eir  c laim s w ere there, and wero  
ju st as good as if  fchey had had fche patents  
;u th en  hands. T he nexfc batch is 138 
people, w ho  w ere to fche south  of th e  75 I 
have m entioned ; th ey  were in  the locality  
known as Duçk L ake, bufc still on th e  
banks of th e Saskatchew an , 49 of them  
being in th e  paris!) of Sfc. Laurent. T h a ï 
parish had been surveyed in th o French  
m ethod, and th ose people therefore had no 
com plaint to  m ake on th e  score of th e sur
v ey s . T here had been, it; is liv .e , som e 
iifcfcie d ifficu lty  or d e lay  ow ing fco som e 
trouble—a m ere m atter of purveying— in 
th e lu y  ing pff of an Xndian reserve in  thftt 
loca lity , but as sopn as th e d ifficu lty  w ith  
th e  Indians had b een ,settled , th ese  people  
w ere en titled  to m ake th eir  entries  
and receive th eir  paten ts. Of the  
rem aining 45, 27, in clu d ing  D u m on t’s 
father £̂ nd brother, and F ather Fourm ond, 
th eir  priest, had m ade entries for th e  lobs 
as th ey  stood, and th ey  could not reason
ably  com plain about fche su rveys . The  
G overnm ent paid, w e cannot possib ly  foi 
th e sa ’*e o f  27 rpen, survey  a d istan ce of 
70 m iles. W e  w ould i?ofc be ju stified  in 
p u ttin g  tfye country to th e  expense of 
another survey, w hen you  can have your 
lo ts  as you w an t fchem by  d iv id in g  up th e  
p resent lots. N pw  I  have dealt; wifch a ll 
their troub les excep t th e  one abou t w ood, 
and as fco th at, fcljat fche suni w bich  all 
th ese  half breeds had paid am on gst them , 
th e  sum  of $80.25 for w ood, or 15$ cents  
apiece per annum . (H ear, hear, and  
cheers,) I f  any one p resent questions t'aia 
sta tem ent I  can

PROVE IT FROM THE DOCUMENTS, 
and th e facts being as I have sta ted , do  
you believe th a t th ose m en could  reason
ably or did actua lly  rise ip rebellion, tak e  
arm s in  th eir  hands and shoot dow n our  
countrym en in th e  N o rth -W est because of 
th is  question  of scrip , because of th e  
m ethod of su rvey  w hich  w as in  *  gre*fc 
m any instances carried oufc in  accordance 
w ith  their ow n w ishes, or because^pf tb is  
m atter of 15£ cen ts a year w hich  th ey  had  
to  pay for w ood tak en  off oth er lands. 
(H ear, hear and cheers.) Could an yth in g  
b u t th e  fertile  im agination  of Mr. B lake, 
and draw ing very  largely  upon ifc also, 
enahle him  to  com e to  th e  conclusion  th a t 
th e  G overnm ent w ere responsib le for th is  
outbreak ,th is treason ,th at th eG overnm eut 
w ere the parties w ho w ere.w rong, and th e  
halfbreeds th e  people w ho were r ig h t T 
N o  ; th e  cause of th e  rebellion la y  not 
there. M any years ago— I th in k  it  wa* 
during th e  tim e th a t M r, M ackenzie w ai 
in  office, th ough  I  do n o t lay  i t  to  
him  or h is party as a crim e— th is  
m an G abriel D um on t had created  
a G overnm ent in th e  N o r th -W est ; he was 
him self th e G overnor and he had a ll tho  
people in  th e  parish in  w hich  he lived  
sw ear a llegiance to  fchis n ew  G overnm ent. 
T h ey  never be lieved — and if  th ey  we.ro 
righ t w e are a ll w rong ; Mr. B lake and  
everybod y else—th ey  never believed  th a t  
w e had any right to  thafc country. T hey  
cla im ed th a t th ey  w ere th e  ow ners of tho  
country , th a t th ey  had th e  r igh t i.f th ey  
w ere strong enough, fco turn us oufc of their  
country ; th a t w e w e re  trespassers and  
intruders on their soil and freehold , and  
th a t therefore th ey  w ere ju stified , w h en 
ever th ey  fe lt  th em selves s tro n g  ençugh , 
in rising and attem p tin g  to  regain th eir  
lo st independence. I  say  if th is  wore 
r ig h t we are all w rong here, and w e aro 
n o t to  blam e one p arty  m ore th an  anot her. 
W e have t&ken th a t country  and paid for 
ifc; w e have gone up th ere and se ttled  
ifc ; w e are see k in g  fco m a k e  ifc th e  К о т е  of 
m an y happy people w ho  could  th rive  
e ither from amongsfc ourselves or from  th e  
d e n se ly  populated  n a tives of th e  old  
world'; b'utjwe do n o t a ck n o w le d g e— we c an 
nofc ack n o w led g e  in  th e  p o s itio n  we o ccupy  
— t h a t  in ta k in g  possession  of thafc c o u n try  
w e h a v e  c o m m itte d  a n y  c rim e  a g a in s t  
c iv iliza tio n  or fchat h ig h e r  in te rn a t io n a l  
la w  w h ich  sh o u ld  g overn  ns. (B e a r ,  h e a r ,  
and cheers.) T h e  half breed s  h a v e  n o t 
been  so long th ere th e m se lv e s . W h o  are 
th ey  ? T h e y  aro fche d e sc e n d an ts  of th e  
French fur traders b elo n g in g  to  th e N o rth -  
W e s t C om pany as ifc w as ca lled , w ho  w ent 
th e re  in th e e a r ly  part of th e cen tu ry , во 
thafc th ey  have nofc been v e ry  long th e re . 
W h y , th e  Irishm an in  I r e la n d  d o ts  r o t 
acknow ledge t h a t  th e  K aglishm en  w ho  
have b een  s e t t le d  in  th a t co u n 
try  since th e  days of E lizabeth  
have any right to  be there ; he th in k s th a ï  
th e  landlords sh o u ld  be tu rn e d  oufc of th v  
country. Kut th ese lia lfb rce d s— th e  p ro
d u ct of these fur traders aud Indian  
wom on— who have for th e  m ost part been  
there since th e  earlier p a r t  of th e  cen tury, 
though som e of co u rse  w ere th e re  earlier, 
c laim  fchafc th ey  are en titled  y i

KEEP THE NOKTII-WEST 
and fco turn out th ose w ho purchased it  
from  th e  H ud son  B ay  Com pany. T h is  
m ay be p erfectly  r ight, bu t th e  people of 
Canada cannot acknow ledge it ,  and as I 
said before, if th ey  are r ight w e a !о all 
w rong. N ow  le t  us start w ith  th a t fact, 
for it  is im portant in  order to  m ak e a la ir  
in vestiga tion  aud revision c f th is  subject, 
th a t w e should realize e x a ctly  w h a t tho  
feelings aud notions of th ese  peop le  wore  
a t the tim e of the outbreak. R ie l w en t 
to  M ontana in 1SS3 and met 
th ere h is cousin , a lialfbreed, 
liv in g  on th e banks of th e  Saskatchew an . 
T his half-breed w as one of th e  m en w bo  
ag ita ted  or suggested  or counseled  tha* 
R ie l should be brought over fco head their  
agitation  against th e  povornrnent, and we  
know  thafyin consequence of that-agifca^Цоѵ, 
fche?e people bout a d ep u tation  to Iiio l, 
who was then apparently liv in g  q u ietly  ia 
Montana teach ing school. W c know  now 
thafc a year cr two before th a t, fche r*sü«»a 
brain of th is  man had conceived  th e  idea 
o f stirring up an In d ian  aud half-breed  
war, and if  *he cou ld  o n ly  have got еде of 
fche largo bands th ere to jo ia  him— and w? 
have a ll read th e  story  of how ho bik 
deavored to  in c ite  th em  to fc&ke up агіп§—  
an invasion  from  M ontana, headed by K M , 
w ould  h ave  tak en  p lace, so ib&b т ц  
easily  conceive th a t he was a t the button  
of the in v ita tio n  w Ыch.wa#aft#rward*  
to  h im  in  a Suruisi m ans**, aeking Ьанв


