
HAPPY _AT LAST.
t h e  A u t h o r  o f  “ b u s t in tb e  W inninf?,’ 

" a .  L ea f f r o m  a  L»ife,” etc*.

He rose f ro m  tbe t a b le ,  a n d  f ro m  a m a g n if ic e n t  
Цеаг ease, to o k  o u t  a c ig a r , a n d  w ith . fc>ir 
Henry's n o te ,  l ig h te d  i t  : b u t  t h e  o ig a r
▼ae o b s tin a te  aud w o u ld  n o t  ig n ite ,  u n t i l  
• v e r y  p a r t i c le  o f S ir  H e n r y ’s n o te  w a s  con- 
t a m e d .  U p o n  r e a c h in g  t h e  e m b a s s y , the

So h e  k e p t  to  th e  s u b je c t  o f  t h e  p o iso n s , to
w h ic h  h o  c o u ld  s e e t h e  t im id  g ir l  l is te n e d  w i th  a  
s p e c ie s o i  t e r r ib le  fa s c in a t io n .  S h e  d r e a d e d  to  

j h e a r  th e m ,  y e t  c o u ld  n o t  r e p e l  t h e  n a r r a t i o n  o f 
! in s ta n c e s  in  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  t h e  in- 
j s t r u m e n ts  o f  a  t r e m e n d o u s  re v e n g e  w i th o u t  e v e n  
! th o  m o s t  c u n n in g  p re c a u t io n s  a v a il in g  th o se  w h o  
» a d o p te d  th e m  iu  p re s e rv in g  th e m  f ro m  t h e  f a t a l  

e ffe c ts  o f th -  i r  a d m in is t r a t io n .
A n d re a  d i L io n i  p e r f o r m e d  t h o  ta s k  a l l o t ­

t e d  to  h im  w e ll.  l i e  m a d e  n o  s p e c ia l  r e f e r ­
e n c e  to  t h e  d e a d ly  m e n d ic a m e n ts  a s  a  m a t t e r  
f o r  c o n v .r s a t io n  w i th  a  l a t e n t  o b je c t :  b u t  h e

• a r l  fu lf il le d  h ie  i n s t r u c t io n s ,  a n d  w a s  o n c e  | m a d e  t h e  s u b je c t  o n e  u p o n  w h ic h  to  g iv e  le s -
a o r e  u s h e re d  in to  t h e  p re s e n c e  o f S ir  H e n ry  

B l o o m e r ,  w h o  w a s  t h i s  t im e  a lo n e . C lo s in g  th e  
Аѳог e a re fu lly ,  b e  u s h e re d  t h e  e a r l  in to  a n  in n e r  
r o o m ,  a n d  c lo se d  t h a t  d o o r  а іво  th e n  h e  sa id , — 

“ M P ie r r e  d e  M a y e u n e , t h e  l e t t e r  f ro m  L o rd  
B o w le y  h a s  a c q u a in te d  m e  w i th  a ll  n e c e s s a ry  
l o r  m e  to  k n o w . Y o u  s h a l l  h a v e  m y  b « s t  h e lp , 
b u t  i t  s h a l l  n o t  b e  k n o w n  t h a t  a n v  c o m m u n in g  
b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  I  ta k e s  p la c e . N e v e r  se ek  m e. 
1  w i l l  a l w a y s  l e t  y o u  k n o w  w h e n  a n d  w h e ra  to  
■ e e  m e  B u t  s h o u ld  y o u  r e q u i r e  f ro m  m e  a t  a n y  
m o m e n t  p r o m p t  o r  i n s t a n t  a id . t h e  u-.e o f t h e  
v o r d s ,  E n g la n d  fo r  t h e  E n g l is h ,  a d d re s s e d  to  m y  
• e c r e t a r y ,  o r —to  th e  p e  t e r  w ill c o m m a n d  ao cess  
t o  m e . Y ou  h a v e  a  m o s t  s u b tle  fo e , b u t  a  m o s t  
a b l e  a s s i s ta n t  a t  y o u r  e lbow . M ay  y o u  su c ce e d  
in  fo ilin g  th e  m a c h in a t io n s  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  y o u r  
p e a c e  ”

B u t  l i t t l e  m o re  w a s  s a id , a n d  t h e  e a r l  r e tu r n e d  
t o  h i s  h o te l .

so n s, a s s e r t iu g  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry ,  f o r  t h e  p u r ­
p o s e  o r p ro p e r ly  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  e x te n t  a n d  
c o m p a s s  o ff thw I ta l i a n  la n g u a g e , t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  
e n te r  o n  t h e  re g io n s  o f sc ien ce , a n d  n o t  co n fid e  
h i s  in s t r u c t io n  to  t h e  f ie ld s  o f p o e tr y  a n d  l i t e r a ­
tu re .

D a ily  t h e  L a d y  B la n c h e  w a s  m a d e  to  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  t h a t  p r is o n  m  h t  w i th  euccess, b e  e m p lo y ­
e d  to  d e s tro y  in d iv id u a ls ,  b y  o n e  w h o , a p p a r ­
e n tly ,  c o u ld  n o t  g a in  even ac ce ss  to  t h e m  : a n d  
u l t im a te ly ,  t h e  s ig a o r  w o rk e d  t h e  s u b je c t  ro u n d , 
t h a t  ho, w i th o u t  seeming to  d o  so , g av e  h e r  
d ire c t ly  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  h e , a c q u a in t e d  w i th  
t h e  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  t h e  m o s t  s u b ti le  p o iso n s , w a s  
p re c ise ly  t h e  m a n  w h o  w o u ld  r e le n tle s s ly  m a k e  
u se  o f  t h e  k n o w le d g e  h e  h a d  a c q u ir e d ,  to  co m - 
p i i s s th e  d e s tr u c tio n  of t h o s e  h o  h a te d ,  o r  in f l ic t  

* a  d e a d ly  b lo w  u p o n  t h e  p e a c e  o f o n e  u p o n  w h o m  
« h e  d e s ir e d  to  a v e n g e  h im s e lf ,  b y  t h e  g ra d u a l  
j m u rd e r  o f e v e ry o n e  to  w h o m  t h e y  w e re  a t i a o h e d

Н е  f o u  d, u p o n  h is  r e tu r n ,  t h e  D u c a  d i Ber* a n d  th is  w i th o u t  t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f h i s  d e tec -  
ftftm o c lo s e te d  w i th  t h e  C o m te  d e  S t  B r ie u x , a n d  j t i o n t
b e  w a s  in tr o d u c e d  to  t h e  d u c a  a s  t h e  s e c r e ta r y  H a d  t h e  L a d y  B la n c h e , u p o n  a r r iv in g  a t  th e  
•1  t h e  c o m te .  _ j c o n v ic t io n  of t h i s  m a n ’s in fe r n a l  n a tu r e ,  a t  o n ce

“  W e h a r e  m e t  b e fo re , I  th in k ,” e x c la im e d  th e  
é u c a ,  f a s te n in g  h i s  e y e s  i n te n t ly  u p o n  th e  e a rl.

T b e  l a t t e r  m e t  h is  g a z e  f irm ly , a n d  r e p l ie d  
# o ld ly , *• I  a m  n o t  c o n ec io u e  o f  h a v in g  h a d  t h e  
b o n  o r ."

"  A t  t h e  e m b a ssy , I  t h in k  ? ” o b s e rv e d  th o  d u c a , 
m u c h  in  t h e  s a m e  p e c u lia r  to n e .

** I  v is i te d  t h e  e m b a s s y  t h i s  m o rn in g ,  u p o n  
b u s in e s s , fo r  M. le  C o m te ,” r e tu r n e d  t h e  e a rl .

*‘ A h ! ” s a id  t h e  d u c a , d is s a t is f ie d  w i th  t h e  
a n s w e r , b u t  a s s u m in g  a n  a i r  o f  in d if fe re n c e . 
*' X w as t h e r e  o n  y o u r  a r r iv a l ."  T h e n  tu r n in g  to  
t h e  c o m te , h e  s a id , “  VVe w e  e s p e a k in g  of L a  
C o n te s sa  O o n ta r in i .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  s h e  h a s  
b e e n  fo r  so m e  y e a rs  s e c lu d e d  ?”

“  D o n ’t  k u j w  h e r —n e v e r  h o a rd  o f h e r ,  u n t i l  
y o u  n a m e d  h e r ,  d u c a ,” d ra w le d  t h e  C o m te  d e  
ftt. B r ie u x .

“ A n  J Y o u  m u s t  m a k e  h e r  a c q u a in ta n c e .  
S h e  is  o n e  of t h e  m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  w o m e n  in  
ï l o r e n c e . ”

** I  a d e e d  I O ld  ?”
"  N o. A t le a s t ,  n o t  w h a t  w o m e n  c o n s id e r  o ld  ; 

th o u g h  y o u n g  gir»s a ro  b u t  to o  a p t  to  s ty le  t h a t  
• h m a ie r i c  ‘ O ld  !’ ”

“  H a n d s o m e  ?”
“ n a s  b e e n  lo v e ly  ; is  s t i l l  b e a u t i fu l  ; a n d  

lo o k s  y o u n g , th o u g h  sh e  m u s t  a p p ro a c h  n e a r  
f o r ty .”

*• A h  ! r a t h e r  t h e  s h a d y  s id e  o f a  w o m a n ’s life  
d u c a ,  to  m y  t a s te ,”

•* S h e  h a s  a  y o u n g  p ro te g e , h o w e v e r , w i th  h e r,  
w h o se  lo v e lin e s s  w il l  c o m p e n s a te  f o r  a n y  
s h o r tc o m in g s  o f t h e  c o n te s s a , b o th  in  y o u th iu l  
a e s s  a n d  lo v lin e s s .”

" l a i i a n ,  o f c o u r s e ? ”
"  N o. E n -U ish .”
“  E n g l .e h  t B e a l ly ,  d u c a , y o u  in t e r e s t  m e . A 

b e a u t i iu l  y o u n g  E n g l is h  g ir l  is  a n  im m e n s e  a t ­
t r a c t i o n .  I  a m  fo n u  o f i e a u t i fu l  E n g l is h  g irls , 
a s  I  a m  o f th e  c h o ic e s t  e ffo r ts  o f t h e  s c u lp to r ,  
fih e  is  a  b lo n a e , is  sh e  n o t  ? '

“ X b lo n d e , c o m te ,  oi t h e  f a i r e s t  a n d  m o s t  d e l­
ic a te  k in d .”

" E x q u i s i t e  1 I  w o u l i  w a g o r  a n  e s to te .  A  lo n e ly  
e r e a tu re ,  t ie d  to  a  h id e o u s  ь а ш ѳ , wo m a y  b e  
s u re .  H o r r ib le  n a m e s  tn e  E n g l is h  g lo ry  

** H e r  n a m e  is  A m y  b e a t  >n. M iss A m y  S e a ­
to n  is  t h e  E n g l is h  m a n n e  f-of p ro n o u n c in g  i t .” 

H a d  «.n a rro w  b e e n  s h o t  tn r o u ^ h  th e  h e a r t  of 
th e  e a r l  h e  c o u ld  h a rd ly  h a v e  b e e n  m o re  a ffe c te  i  
b y  t h e  u t te r a n c e  of t h i s  n a m e  F o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  
•v e  oi t h e  d n o a  w a s  n o t  u p o n  h im , a n d  h e  w as 
a b le  to  s u p p re s s  h ie  e m o tio n .

T h e  n o n c n a la n c e  o f t h e  o o m te  d e  S t  B r ie u x , 
w h o  k n e w  th is  to  b e  t h e  y o u n g  g ir l  w i th  w h o m  
L o r d  A rn o ld  h a d  f a l l e n  iu  lo v e, w a s  a d m ir ­
a b le . H e  r e p e a te d  tw o  o r  t h r e e  t im e s  
“  A rm e e  S e e to n g  A rm e e  S e e to n g . X w as 
■ure i t  w o u ld  be  a  b a rb a ro u s  n a m e . N ’im p o r te  if 
■he ia b e a u ti fu l .  A h  I d u c a , b u t  y o u  .w ill  b e  k in d  
e n o u g h  to  p r e s e n t  m e  to  h e r  ? ”

"  W itu  p le a s u re ,  c o m te . T h e  c o n te s s a  v i s i t s  t h e  
o p e ra  to  n ig h t  ; S ig n o ra  S e a to n  w ill  a c c o m p a n y  
h e r .  M y  b o x  is  a t  y o u r  se rv ic e .”

“  Y ou  o v e rw h e lm  m e  w ith  o b lig a t io n s , d u c a  ; 
b u t  I  h a v e  a lr e a d y  s e c u r e l  a  b o x  fo r  t n e  r e m a in ­
d e r  of t h e  s e a s o n . X w il l  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  t h e  i n ­
t ro d u c t io n  o n ly .”

"  Y ou  enaU  h a v e  it.*'
T h e  c o m te  b o w e d  h i s  a c k n o w le d g m e n ts ,  a n d  

t u r n  n g t o  t h e  e a r l ,  s a id , *• M . d e  M a y e n n e , y o u  
w il l  a c c o m p a n y  m e  to -n ig h t  ; I  m a y  r e q u ir e  
yo u .”

T h e  e a r l  b e n t  in  a c q u ie s c e n c e , a n d  s h o r t ly  a f te r  
t h e  d u c a  r e t i re d .

T h a t  n ig h t  t h e  e a r l  s a t  in  t h e  c o m te ’s b o x ,

re m o v e d  h e rs e l f  f ro m  c o n ta c t  w i th  h i m —h a d  
b o ld ly  a n d  o p e n ly  m a d e  k n o w n  w h a t  h e  h a d  
m o ro  th a n  h in te d —a ll  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  w e ll.

S h e  d id  n o t  d o  so.
S h e  g ra d u a l ly  b e c a m e  o p p re s s e d  w i th  a  fe a r  

t h a t  t n i s  m a n ,  i f  o ffe n d e d  b y  h e r,  w o u ld  
d e s tro y  h e r  s is te r ,  h e r  f a th e rs ,  h e r  b r o th e r s ,  b y  a  
s:o w  a n d  l in g e r in g  t o r tu r e  ; t h a t  s h e  s h o u ld  
h a v e  t h e  h o r ro r  o f d a y  b y  d a y  s e e in g  th e m  w a  te  
aw ay , w i th o u t  t h e  p o w e r  o f s a v in g  th e m ,  o r 
b e in g  a b le  to  p ro v e  th e  c a u se  o f t h e i r  a i l m e n t ;  
a n d  th e r e fo r e  i t  b e c a m e  im p e r a t iv e  u p o n  h e r  t o  
c o n c il ia te  h im ,  t h a t  n o  i n ju r y  m ig h t  c o m e  to  
th e m .

I t  w as, a t  l e a s t ,  a  re l ie f  to  h e r  t h a t  h e  c e a s e d  
h is  m o s t  o ffe n s iv e  m a n n e r  o f c o n d u c tin g  him * 
se it  p e rs o n a l ly  to  h e r .  T h e  d o s e  c o n ta c t ,  t h e  
b re a c h  u p o n  h e r  c h e ek , t h e  to u c h  o f t h e  h a n d  
w h io h  m a d e  h e r  s h iv e r  to  t h e  m a r ro w  a ll  ceased , 
w h ile  h e  e n la r .e d  u p o n  t h e  h o r r ib le  s u b je c t  h e  
h a d  c h o s e n  f  >r e x e rc ise s  o r  t r a n s  a t io n s ,  a u d  
w h ic k  h e  to o k  e v e ry  o c c a s io n  to  d i la t e  u p o n , in  
a  m a n n e r  io  a f f r ig h t  h e r.

W h ile  t h i s  c o u r -e o f  in s t r u c t io n ,  a d o p te d  b y  
h im , w as in  d a i ly  p ro g re s s , i t  m u s t  n o t  b e  fo rg o t­
te n  t h a t  L a d y  P in k p le i te  h a d  d u ly  e a r n e d  o u t  
h e r  in te n t io n  o f le c tu r in g  t b e  L a d y  C e c ile  u p ^ u  
th t) c o u rs e  e h e  h a d  a d o p te d  w i th  t h e  s ig n o r , a n d  
a lm o s t  in s is t in g  t h a t  t h e  y o u n g  la d y  s h o u ld  — 
n o tw i th s ta n d in g  i t  w a s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  t h e  s u b ­
j e c t  o f  t h e  d isc u s s io n  w a s  a  c o u n t  in^ liirf o w n  la n d  
—ig n o re  t h e  m a n ’s e x is te n c e —sa v e  a s  a n  a u to n i-  
to n ,  w h ic h  h a d  th e  p o w e r  o f  te a c h in g  I t a l i a n — 
a n d  go  o n  w i th  h e r  le s so n s . B u t  L a d y  P in k p le i te  
fo rm e d  a n  e r ro n e o u s  e s t im a te  o f t h e  y o u n g  la d y  
s h e  h a d  lo d e a l  w i th

A t t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  a  le n g th e n e d  d isc o u rse , 
f il le d  w ith  e la b o r a te  e x p o s it io n s  o f t h e  c o n d i­
t io n s  of L a d y  C e c ile ’s s  a t io n ,  w h ic u  w e re  su c h  
a s  to  t r a n s f e r  h e r  i n to  a  m a r b le  s ta t u e  if  sh e  
h a d  a d o p te d  th e m ,  t h e  w ilfu l y o u n g  la d y  tu rn e d  
h e r  b r ig h t  b lu e  e y e s  u p o n  P o m p e y ’s P i l l a r ,  as, 
in  t h e  c o rr e a p o n d e n c e  b e tw e o n  h e r  a n d  h e r  
b r o th e r  E u s ta c e ,  t h is  m o d e l o f d e p o r tm e n t  w as 
n ic k  n a m e d , a u d  s a id , “ H a v e  y o u  l is te n e d  a t ­
te n t iv e ly ,  L .ady P in K p le ite ,  to  a l l  y o u  h a v e  s a id  
to  m e ? ”

“ O n ly  w i th  t h a t  a t t e n t io n ,  L a d y  C ec ile , w h ic h  
I  o s te e u i  d u e  to  th e  s ta t io n  in  w u ic h  y o u r  h o n o r ­
e d  f a th e r ,  E a r l  D e  la  M ore, h a s  p la c e d  m e , a u d  
w i th  t h a t  p r o p r ie ty  p e r ta in in g  to  y o u r  o w n  p o s i­
t io n  a s  a  y o u n g  l« d y  of r a n k .  ’

L a d y  C ec ile  b o w ed  h e r  h e a d .
‘‘I t  o n ly  r e m a in s  now , L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  t  '.r m e  

to  r e p ly  to  y o u r  o b s e rv a t io n s .” s h e  s a id , lo o k in g  
fix e d ly  a t  t h e  c o lu m n  o f  s ta r c h ,  w i th  a n  e x p re s ­
s io n  t h a t  th e  a n c ie n t  la d y  l ik e d  n o t  : so  s h e  h a s ­
te n e d  to  c h e c k  h e r  b y  e x c la im in g —

“ x jad v  C ecile . p r a y  e x h a u s t  y o u r se l f  b y  n o  
s u c h  p  r fo r m a u c e .  I  d o  n o t  w ish  fo r  a  re p ly .  
I  do  n o t  e x p e c t  o n e . I  h a v e  g iv en  y o u  m y  
d ic tu m  a s  t h e  r e p r é s e n ta  iv e  o f y o u r  a u g u s t  
p a re n t ,  a n d  I  o n ly  d e s ir e  y o u  to  c o m p ly  w i th  
m y  v iew s, w h ic h  y o u  s h o u ld  fe e l  a r e  d ic ta te d  
o n ly  b y  a  m o s t  e le v a te d  s e n se  o f d o  o ro u s  p r o ­
p r ie ty ,  a n d  a  fu ll  c o rn p i e h e n s io n  of w h a t  i s  d u e  
to  ÿ u u r  p la c e  in  s o c ie ty .”

“ I  a m  s o rry ,  L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  t h a t  y o u r  e x ­
p e c ta t io n s  a n d  y o u r  desire«! d o  n o t  c o in c id e  w i th  
m y  o w n ,” r e tu r n e d  t h e  y o u n g  la d y ,  sp e a k in g  
w i th  f irm n e s s .  “ I  b e lie v e , th o u g h  b u t  y o u n g . 
L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  t h a t  I  a m  s t i l l  o ld  e n o u g h —I  
b eg  p a rd o n  if  I  a m  t h e  c a u s e  o f t h a t  in w a rd  
s p a s m , L a d y  P m  « p le i te —I  r e p e a t ,  I  a m  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  e n o u g h  to  b e  a b le  to  ju d g e  fo r  m y se lf  in  
t h i s  m a t t e r .  I  a m  fu lly  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  m y  im ­
p re s s io n s ,  a s  r e v e a le d  to  y o u  b y  m e , m a y  a p p e a r

p r e p a r e d  to  u n d e rg o  a  t re m e n d o u B  o rd e a l .  H e  j t h e  e b u ll i i  io n s  o n ly  o f a n  e x tr a v a g a n t  f a n c y ;
a w a i t e d  w ith  im p a t ie n c e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f t h e  con- 
t e s 3a ,  w h o se  b o x  th e  c o m te  h a d  p o in te d  o u t  to  
h i m .

A t le n g th  s h e  a p p e a re d ,  s u p e rb ly  a t t i r e d .  H e r  
h e a d ,  h e r  n e c k , h e r  a rm s ,  h e r  f in g e rs  g l i t te r in g  
w i th  je w e ls  ; h e r  s k in  d a z z lin g ly  fa ir ,  a n d  h e r  
f e a t u r e s  h a n d s o m e , a n d  b e a r in g  n o  s ig n  t h a t  
ra o re  t h a n  t h i r t y  h a p p y  s u m m e rs  h a d  p a s se d  
o v e r  h e r  h e a d .

B y  h e r  s id e  s a t  A m y  S e a to n , c la d  in  a  d re s s  of 
p a le  b lu e  s a t in ,  t r im m e d  w i th  s ilv e r .  S h e  
w o re  f e w ,o r n a m e n ts  ; s h e  d id  n o t  n e e d  th e m , 
s h e  w as so f a i r  a n d  lo v e ly  w i th o u t  in t r in s ic  
a i d .

T h e  e a r l  g a z e d  u p o n  h e r  w i th  b e a m in g  e y e s  
a n d  t h ro b b in g  b re a s t .  H e  w o n d e re d  n o t  a t  th e  
p a s s io n  o f h is  s o n  f o r  t b i s  e x tr e m e ly  b e a u t i fu l  
g ir l  : a u d  h i s  b r e a s t  d ie d  w i th in  h im  a t  t h e  p r o ­
s p e c t  o f w e a n in g  h im  f ro m  h is  a d o ra t io n  o f  so  

r s w e e t  a  face .
A b u z z  of a d m i r a t i o n  a t  h e r  e n c h a n t in g  

b e a u ty  r u n  th ro u g h  t h e  h o u se , a lm o s t  im m e ­
d ia te ly  s h e  w a s  s e a te d ,  a n d  t h  » e a r i  w a s  so 
f a s c in a te d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  re m o v e  h i s  ey e s  
f ro m  h e r .

S u d d e n ly  a  h a n d  w a s  p re s s e d  u p o n  h i s  
s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  a  v o ice  h is s e d  in  h i s  * a r —“ A 
m o  t  c h a rm in g  c r e a tu r e  t h is  y o u n g  E n g l is h  
g ir l , S ig n o ra  S e a to n  I is  s h e  n o t ,  M P ie r r e  d e  
M a y e n n e  ?”

H e  tu rn e d ,  a n d  sa w  a t  h i s  s id e , s c ru t in iz in g
h im  w ith  a  s e a rc h in g  e x p re s s io n ,  t h e  D u c a  
B e rg a m o .
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T H B  ITA X .IÀ K — B B L F -D IR E O T IO N — T H E  O H ÀNGK.

S ig n o r  A n d re a  d i  L io n i  h a d  w ell c a lc u la te d  
t h e  effect su c h  w o rd s  a s  h e  a  id r r s s e d  to  L a d y  
B la n c h e  D e  l a  M o re  w o u ld  h a v e  u p o n  h e r  m in d .  
A  q u ic k  a u d  k e e n  r e a d e r  o f f e m a le  c h a ra c te r ,  h e  
h a d  n o  difflo u l ty  in  b e c o m in g  m a s t e r  of h e r  in - 
n o o e n t  a n d  g e n tle  n a tu r e .  I t  w as  e a sy  to  d isc o v e r  
h o w  p u r e  h e r  m in d  w as, h o w  c h a s te  h e r  th o u g h ts ,  
t h a t  eb e  w a s  a s  k in d , a m ia b le ,  a n d  s e lf  s a c r if ic ­
in g , a s  sh e  w as im p re ss ib le .  S h e  p o sses se d  g r e a t  
e e lf - a b m g a tio n  : sh e  t h o u g h t  f o r  o th e r s — se e m e d  
to  l iv e  fo r  o th o rs .  S h e  w a s  m o s t  d e v o te d ly  a t ­
t a c h e d  to  a l l  t h e  m e m b e rs  o f h e r  fa m ily ,  a n d  
w o u ld  h a v e  h e s i t a te d  a t  n o  p e rs o n a l  s a c r if ic e  to  
h a v e  s e c u re d  th e i r  h a p p in e s s .  T h e y  w e re  to  a  
c e r t a in  e x te n t ,  a w a re  of t h is  : in  fa c t ,  i t  w a s  n o t  
p o ss ib le  ю г  h e r  to  o o n c e a l h e r  a f fe c tio n , o r  fo r  
t h e m  n o t  to  r e c ip ro c a te  i t  , b o c a u se  i t  c a m e  
f o r th  o n  u n s e lf is h  c o n d it io n s .

H e r  b r o th e r  A rn o ld  w a s  p e r h a p s  r e g is te r e d  
f ir s t  in  h e r  h e a rs  : b u t  t h e n  sh o  lo v e d  C ec ile  so  
te n d e r ly ,  a n d  E u s ta c e  so  fo n d ly , t h a t ,  r e a l ly  i t  
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  h a r d  fo r  h e r ,  o r  e x a m  n a tio n  
in to  t h e  fo rc e  o f h e r  fo o lin g  iu  t h e i r  fa v o r  to  h a v e  
e l im in a te d  th e  o n e  t h a t  s to o d  p re -e m in e n t  in  h e r  
love.

W h e n  A n d re a  d i  L io n i ,  w i th  a  f ie n d ish  e x ­
p re s s io n  o f c o u n te n a n c e ,  s a id , w i th  s u c h  t e r ­
r ib le  e m p h a s is  in  h e r  o a r, “ I  c a n  h a t e  a n d  
t a k e  a  d re a d fu l  v e n g e a - .ee  n o t  u p o n  th e  ob- 
j e o t  o f m y  h a te ,  w itn  t h e  k n ife , b u t  o n  th o s e  th e y  
lo v e , b y  p o iso n , b y  s u b tle  p ro ce sse s , w h ic h  
w « u ld  r a c k  to r tu re ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  d e s tro y  th e m ,” 
s h e  w a s  o p p re s s e d  w ith  h o r ro r ,  a n d  f ro m  t h a t  
m o m e n t  c o n c e iv e d  a  t e r r ib le  d re a d ,  t h a t  u n le s s  
s h e  c o n c ili  t(4 l h im  h e  w o u ld  p r a c t ic e  h i s  a t r o ­
c io u s  c r im in a l  a c ts  o f  h a t r e d  f ir s t  u p o n  th o se  
w h  >m s h e  lo v ed .

H e r  a t iv e  im a g in a t io n  p io tu r e d  o n e  o r  t h e  
o th e r  o f h e r  b r o th e r s  o r  s is te r s  w a s tin g  aw ay , 
d y in g  p ie c e m e a l ,  b y  t h e  in tr o d u c tio n  of so m e  
s u b t le  p o iso n  in  t h o ir  v e in s ,—th e y  th e  v ie  in is  of 
a  h u e  o f c o n d u c t  to w a rd s  th is  m a n ,  w h io h  e v e ry  
i n s t a n t  t j l d  h e r  w a s  t h e  p r o p e r  o n e  fo r  h e r  to  
p u rsu e .

O u t  o f  lo v e  f o r  th e m  sh e  B h ru u k  f ro m  p la c in g  
th e m  in  su c h  a  t e r r ib le  p o s it io n  ; s h e  w o u ld  e n ­
d u re  t h i s  m a n 's  g la n c e s —h is  sn a k e - l ik e  c ra w l to  
h e r  s id e , h is  h o t  b r e a th  u p o n  h e r  c h e e k  f e a r fu l ty  
re p u ls iv e  *<s i t  whs to  h e r  r a t h e r  th u n ,  b y  r o u s ­
in g  h i s  a n g e r ,  c a u se  t h e i r  d e s tru c t io n .

b h e  s e em e d  to  fe e l  t h a t  a  s tru g g le  h a d  c o m  
m e n c e d  w h ic ti  w o u ld  b e  o f a  lo n g  e n d u ra n c e ,  
w i th  so m e  f r ig h tfu l  o b to u r i ty  v e il in g  t h e  re s u lt ,  
—s o m e  d re a d fu l  d o o m  w h ic h  h a d  n o  d e fin e d  
• h a r a c te r ,  o f  w h ic h  s h e  c o u ld  f o rm  n o  n o tio n . 
S h e  la c k e d  w h a t  h e r  s is t e r  C ec ile  p o s s e s s e d -  
m o ra l  c o u ra g e . S h e  d id  n o t  see  t h a t  h e r  
p a th  w a s  c le a r ,  h e r  d u ty  to  h e rs e l f  p l a in ;  
t h a t ,  a s  C e c ile  h a d  d o n e , sh o  s h o u ld  
• p e n ly  r e s e n t  t h e  in s id io u s  a p p ro a c h e s  o f  t h e  
I t a l i a n ,  a n d  to  c a u se  h im , in  a  m a n n e r  to  b e  ex . 

p e l le  1 f ro m  th e  h o u se , w i th  s o m e  s p e c ia l  m e n t io n  
to  t h e  s e c re t  p o lio e  of t h e  c o v e r t  t h r e a t  h e  h 4 d  
m a d e .

T h u s  r e m o v e d  f ro m  t h e  p a le  o f h i s  a rtif ic e s , 
her mind w o u ld  h a v e  re c o v e re d  i t s  h e a l th y  to n e , 
and s h e  w o u ld  h a v e  d e s p is e d  h is  m e n a c e s  ; b u t  
as i t  w a s  s u b je c te d  b y  h is  d a i ly  v is i ts  to  th e  
in f lu e n c e  fo r  e v il  w h ic h  h o  e x e r te d ,  sh e  g rew  
g r a d u a l ly  less a b le  to  r e s i s t  th o  p o w e r . A s th e  
k i te  in ?he a ir ,  m a k in g  p r e p a r a t i o n  to  d e sc e n d  
a u d  s tr ik e  th e  p o o r  l i t t l e  f lu t te r in g  b i rd  b e n e a th ,  
n a rro w s  h is  c irc le s  e re  th e  f in a l  sw oop  d o w n  u p ­
on t h e  p re y  is  m a d e , so  A n d re a  d i  L io n i  d e te c te d  
t h a t  th e  f lu t te r in g  b ird  a t  w h o se  l if e  h e  w a s  a im ­
ing b e g a n  in s t in c t iv e ly  to  f e a r  h im  c o m m e n c e d  
n a r ro w in g  h is  c irc le , in  a p p re h e n s io n  t h a t  h is  
q u a r r y  m ig h t  e sc a p e  h im .

H e  c a m e , w i th  s c ru p u lo u s  p u n c tu a l i ty ,  to  g ive  
t h e  d a ily  le sso n , a u d  h e  c o n tr iv e d  t h a t  i t  sh o u ld  
in  s  m e ’w ay  to u c h  u p o n  p o iso n , o r  le a d  to  a n  
o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  h im  to  d i la t e  u p o n  t h e  a r t  o f  p o i­
so n in g , a s  s tu d ie d  a n d  p ra o t ic e d ,  h e  a v e rre d , in  
v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  I t a ly .  F o r  a  t im e ,  h e  h a d  
a b a n d  m ed  th e  a t t e m p t  t o  d e b a s e  h  r  p u r i t y  
b y  h is  l ic e n tio u s  g lan c e s , h i s  a r t f u l ly  c o n ­
d u c te d  с n v e rs a t io n ,  o r  h i s  s te a l th y  'm o v e ­
m e n ts .  T h e  o a u tio n  g iv en  h im  b y  I v o ry  
h a d  n o t  b e e n  lo e t  u p o n  h im , n o r  w as 
t h e r e  a  c h a n c e  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n . H e  
w a s  to ld  s o m e w h a t  a b ru p t ly  b y  t h e  s te w a rd  t h a t  
t h e  L a d y  C e c ile  fo r  t h e  p r e s e n t  d e c lin e d  ta k in g  
h e r  I t a l i a n  le s s o n s  : a n d  w h e n  th o  y o u n g  la d y  
p a s s e d  h im  i t  w as w i th  a  lo o k  o f  h a u g h ty  c o n ­
te m p t  a n d  a  c u r le d  l ip ,  w h ic h , to  se e , m a d e  h im  
w r i th e  a g a in ,

H e  c u rs e d  h e r  in  h i s  h e a r t  a n d  d  a  v a r ie ty  
o f vow s, t h e  fu lf il  m e n t  or a n y  o f  w h ic h  w o u ld  
h a v e  in v o lv e d  h e r  d e s t r u c t io n —b u t  t h a t  w a s  a l l  : 
h e  w a s  o b lig e d , n o t  t o  o n ly  sw a llo w  h is  ire , b u t  
to  a c t  m o re  c i r c u m s p e c tly  to w a rd s  t h e  L a d y  
B la n c h e , fo r  f e a r  sh e , to o , s h o u ld  d ism is s  h im  in  
h a u g h ty  sc o rn , a n d  th u s  r u in  t h e  w h o le  p r o je c t  
w h io h  b r o u g h t  h im  t h e r e .

b u t  I  c a n n o t  h e lp  t h a t  So f a r  a s  I  a m  c o n c e r n ­
ed . t h e y  a r e  c o n v ic t io n s , a n d  I  h a v e  a c te d  u p o n  
th e m .”

“ A c te d  u p o n  t h e m  ? I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u . 
L a d  C ec ile .”

“ I  a m  s o r ry  l o r  t h a t ,  L a d y  P in k p le i te —th e  
f a u l t i s  n o t  m in e .”

“ P r a y  e x p la in .  T o  w h a t  d o  y o u  a l lu d e  ? h o w  
h a v o  y o u  a c te d  ?”

" B y  d i re c t in g  M r W a lte rs ,  t h e  s te w a r d  t o  i n ­
fo rm  S ig n o r L io n i  t h a t  I  d o  n o t  i n te n d  ta k in g  
a n o th e r  le s s o n f a n d  b y  l e t t in g  t h a t  p e rso n  see, 
b y  m y  d e m e a n o r ,  m y  s e n se  of h i s  in s o le n t  p r e ­
te n s io n s .”

L a d y  P in k p le i te  a p p lie d  to  h e r  s a l ts .  H e re  
w a s  r e b e l l io n  to  h e r  a u th o r i ty  ; h e re  w a s  a  
d i r e c t  i n t im a t io n  t h a t  h e r  p o w e r  w a s  r e p r e  
s e n te d  b y  t h a t  v e ry  e x p re s s iv e  fig u re , 0 : a n d  
sb e  p r e p a r e d  a t  o n c e  to  w o rk  h e rs e l f  u p  to  t h a t  
s ta t e  o f  u ig n ity , f irm n e ss , a n d  d e te r m in a t io n  
w h ic h  s h o u ld  p ro v e  to  L a d y  C ec ile  t h a t  sh e  w a s  
n o t  to  b e  h e ld  in  t h i s  l ig h t  c o n s id e r a t io n  t h a t  
s h e  h a d  b e e n  a  p o in te d  to  a  r e s p o n s io le  p o s t, a s  
th o  h o  id  o f t h e  h o u s e h o ld , in  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f t h e  
e a r l ,  a n d  t h a t  h e r  w o rd  m u s t  b e  o b e y e d  w i th o u t  
q u e s t io n .

L a d y  C ec ile  s a w  w h a t  w a s  c o m in g , b u t ,  aa th e  
p o u r in g  o u t  o f t h e  p la g u e s  o n  E g y p t  h a rd e n e d  
P h a r o a h ’s h e a r t ,  so  d id  th e  lo o m in g  t o r r e n t  of 
in d ig n a t io n  g a th e r in g  s t r e n g th  in  L a d y  P in k ­
p le i te  s b o so m , o p e ra te  o n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  L a d y  
C ec ile . S h e  d e te r m  n e d , o n ce  fo r  a ll ,  to  d isp la y  
h e r  in d ep e n d e n c e , a n d  t o  m a in t a in  it.

“ A re  y o n  n o t  q u i te  a w a re , L a d \  C ocile ,’’a lm o s t  
t h u n d e  e d  L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  “ i f  y o u  w e re  b e n t  
u p o n  d i s c o n t in u in g  th e  se rv ic es  o f S ig n o r  A n d re a  
L io n i,  t h a t  h i s  d is  m e s a l  s h o u ld  c o m e  th ro u g h  
m e —t h a t  y o u r  p ro c e e d in g  to  h im  w as a n  in d ig ­
n i ty  to  w h ic h , u p o n  a  m e re  fa n c y , a  r id ic u lo u s  
a n d  e r ro n e o u s  n o t io n —fo r  Iv o ry , h e re ,  a s su re s  
m e  t h a t  s u c h  is  t h e  c a se —h e  h a s  n o  r ig h t  to  h a v e  
b e e n  s u b je c te d  ? ’’

L a d y  C ec ile  g la n c e d  h a u g h t i ly  a t  I v o ry , 
L a d y  P in k p le i te  u t te r e d  th i s  o b s e rv a tio n , a n d  
w i th  a  c u r l  o f  h e r  l ip ,  s a id  “ I  a m  n o t  in  t h e  
h a b i t ,  L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  o f s u b m i t t in g  m y  im ­
p re s s io n s  to  t h e  ju d g e m e n t  o f  y o u r  m a id . I f  
t h a t  is  a n o th e r  of y o u r  d e s ir e s  o r  e x p e c ta tio n s ,  j  
m u s t  b eg  y o u  to  e x c u se  m y  v e ry  d i r e c t  r e fu s a l  to  
c o m p ly  w i th  i t . ”

“ L a —d y  C o—c ile !” e ja c u la te d  L a d y  P in k p le i te  
in  a  lo u d  v o ice  ; “ y o u  in te n t io n a l ly  m isc o n c e iv e  
m e .”

"  I t  i s  u n i n t e n t io n a ly .  i f  I  d o  m is c o n c e iv e  y o u , 
L a d y  P in k p le i te ,” c o n tin u e d  L a d y  C ecile  ; “ b u t  
I  h a v e  so m e  r e a s o n s  fo r  m y  m is o o n c e p tio n , if 
s u c h  y o u  c o n s id e r  i t ,  a n d  th u e  I  p ro v e  i t .  I v o ry  1” 
s h e  e x c la im e d , a d d re s s in g  t h e  I t a l i a n  m a id  in  
a lm o s t  a  i im p e r io u s  to n e , “ bo  g o o d  e n o u g h  to  
s te p  fo rw a rd  h e re .”

I v o ry  o b e y e d  ; l ie r  b ro w s  w e re  s l ig h tly  c o n ­
t r a c te d ,  a n d  h e r  t e e t h  w e re  se t.

“ S o m e  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e tw e e n  y o u  a n d  m y  
la to  m a id  c a u se d  h e r  to  g iv e  m e  w a rn in g , a n d  to  
q u i t  m y  se rv ic e  w i th o u t  a n y  e x p la n a t io n  b e in g  
c o n d e sc e n d e d  to  m e. Y ou  in fo rm e d  m e  t h a t  sh e  
h a d  le f t  b e fo re  I  w a s  e v e n  a w a re  o f  li*.r i n t e n ­
t io n  to  q u i  b u t ,  w ith  a  p ro fe s s io n  o f g r e a t  a n x  
irtty  to  s p a re  m e  in c o n v e n ie n c e , y o u  to o k  th e  
tro u b le  o f  o b ta in in g  a n o th e r  w i th in  a n  h o u r  
a f te r  s h e  h a d  go n e , v o u c h in g  s tro n g ly  fo r  h e r  
a b i l i ty  a n d  e x c e lle n c e  o f c h a r a c te r —in fo rm in g  
m e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  d o n e  a l l  t h i s  o u t  o f  y o u r  g re a t  
w ish  to  8h »w y o u r  lo v e  a n d  r e s p e c t  fo r  m e , a n d  
w ith , in  f a c t ,  t h e  s u n c tio n  of L a d y  P in k p le i te .”

“ P re c ise ly  ! I v o ry  in fo rm e d  m e  o f t h e  q u a r r e l  
b e tw e e n  h e r  a n d  y o u r  m a id , S ta n d is h  ; a n d  t b a t  
b o th  c o u ld  n o t  r e m a in  in  t h e  h o u se , Y ou co u l i 
s c a rc e ly  d e s ire ,  L a u  y  C ec ile , to  d e p r iv e  m e  o f m y  
g r e a t e s t  c o m fo r t  in  t h i s  w e a ry  p r o b a t io n  to  
a n o th e r  a n d  b e t t e r  l i f e —m y  w a ry  Iv o ry . I, 
th e re fo re ,  s a n c t io n e  1 th e  d e p a r tu re  o f S ta n d is h , 
a n d  ih e  a p p o in tm e n t  of y o u r  n e w  m a id , G ra f te r ,  
R e a l ly ,  L a d v  C ec ile , w h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e o b j  ac tio n ­
a b le  in  a l l  t h i s  i t  i s  o u t  o f  m y  p o w e r  t o  con- 
ooive 1 ”

“ T h is ,  L a d y  P in k p le i te .  I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  co n  
s u ite d  ; m y  ta s te s ,  r a y  w a n ts  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  th e  
s u b je c t  o f a  con* i l e r a t io n ;  I  h a v e  f o r  so m e  y e a rs  
c h o s e n  m y  o w n  m a id ;  I  a m  n o t  g o in g  to  re s ig n  
t h a t  t a s k  n o w . Iv o ry , r in g  th e  b e d  fo r  C r a f te r !  ” 

T h e  I ta l i a n  o b e y e d  ; b u t  n o t  w i th o u t  a  su lle n - 
n e s s  t h a t  c o n tr a s te d  s tro n g ly  w i th  h e r  u s u a l  
m a n n e r .

T h e  b e ll  w a s  a n s w e re d  a n d  C r a f te r  m a d e  h e r  
a p p e a r a n c e .  S h e  to o , w as s le e k  in  m a n n e r ,  b u t  
th e r e  w as a n  e x p re s s io n  in  h e r  e y e  a n d  l in é a ­
m e n ts  t h a t  w as s in g u la r ly  a n ta g o n is t i c  to  m a rb le  
p u r i ty .

“ T h e re  is, in  t h e  h o u s e k e e p e r ’s ro o m , a  y o u n g  
w o m a n , w i th  w h o m  I  h a v e  a lr e a d y  h a d  a n  in t e r ­
v iew ,” e x c la im e d  L a d y  C ocile  ; “ o o n d u c t  h e r  
h i t h e r  1 ”

C r a f te r  s m ile d , g la n c e d  a t  Iv o ry , a n d  r e t i r e d .  
P r e s e n t ly  s h e  r e tu r n e d ,  b r in g in g  w i th  h e r  a  
y o u n g  in te r e s t in g - lo o k in g  g ir l ,  w h o  w a s  p la in ly , 
b u t  n e a t ly  d re s se d .

L a d y  P in k p le i to  h a d  m e rg e d  in to  t h e  H in d o o  
id o l a g a in  ; sh o  w a s  so  o v e rw h e lm e d  w i th  a s to n -  
i s h m e m  a t  th o  p a r t  a d o p te d  b y  L a d y  C ecile , t h  f t  
h e r  sp e o c h —a lm o s t  h e r  b r e a t h —w a s  ta k e n  f ro m  
h e r ,  a n d  sh e  s a t  in  a  s ta t e  of s i l e n t  s tu p e fa c t io n .

L a d y  C ecile , w i th o u t  n o t ic in g  h e r,  s a id  to  th o  
y o u n g  g ir l  w h o m  C ra f te r  h a d  in tro d u c e d ,  a n i  
w h o  lo o k e d  r a t h e r  e n i a r r a s s e d  a u d  n e rv o u s , *' I  
h a v e  a lr e a d y  q u e s tio n e d  v o u . b u t  b e  k in d  e n o u g h , 
in  th o  p re s e n c e  of t h is  la d y , to  r e p ly  to  th o  q u e s ­
t io n s  I  m a y  p u t .  W h a t  is  y o u r  n a m e  ?”

“ A m e lia  '- a irc h ild .  I  a m  u s u a lly  c a lle d  M illy .” 
“ Y o u r  a g e ? ”
“ N in e te e n .”
“ Y o u  c a u  p e rfo rm  a l l  t h e  d u t ie s  o f l a d y ’s m a id  

—d re s s  h a ir ,  a n d  so f o r th  ?”
41 Y es, m y  la d y .” .
“ B u t  h a v o  l e f t  h o m o  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  so m e  

d o m e s tic  m a t t e r s ,  in  n o  w a y  re f le c t in g  u p o n  y o u r ­
se lf  ?”

M illy  F a i r c h i ld —f o r  i t  w a s  t h e  sa m «  y o u n g  g irl  
w h o  h a d  w a i te d  u p o n  L a d y  C e c ile ’s b r o th e r — 
b o w e d  h e r  h e a d  a s se n t in g ly ,  b u t  d id  n o t  r e p ly  ; 
fo r  t h e  sw e llin g  o f h e r  t h r o a t ,  c a u se d  b y  a  s u d d e n  
e m o tio n , p re v e n te d  h e r.

M rs W e stw o o d , t h e  h o u se k e e p e r ,  g iv es  y o u  
m o s t  e x c e l le n t  c h a r a c te r  fo r  k in d n e s s  of 
d is i  o s it io n  a n d  re a d in e ss  to  ob lig e , a n d  th e  
a b s e n c e  o f a n y  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  y o u r  e s te e m in g  
a n y  o f th e  d e m a n d s  u p o n  y o u  lik e ly  to  b e  m a d e  
by  m o  a  t ro u b le  o r  a  s u b je c t  o f  c o m p la in t .  I n  
dood, w h a t  s h e  h a s  s a id  in  y o u r  f a v o r  h a s  c o n ­
f irm e d  m e  in  t h e  in te n t io n  I  h a v e  d e lib e ra te ly  
a n d  w i th  d e te r m in a t io n  fo rm e d , Are y o u  a t  l ib ­

e r ty  to  e n te r  n o w , f ro m  t h i s  m o m e n t  i n to  m y  
&orvice T}

“ A —a —L a d y  C e c ile  1” e x c la im e d  L a d y  P in k -

Ele i te  fo rc in g  th ro u g h  h e r  t h r o a t  a  p a s sa g o  fo r  i 
e r  a s to n is h m e n t .
L a d y  C ec ile  q u ic k ly  r e p e a t e d  h e r  l a s t  s e n ­

te n c e .
“ O h, y e s  1” r e p l ie d  M illy , w i th  e a rn e s tn e s s .
“ T h e n  I  e n g a g e  y o u  f ro m  th i s  m o m e n t  to  

b e  m y  m a id .  C r a f te r ,” s h e  a d d e d , t u rn in g  
to  t h e  n e w  m a id  o f I v o ry ’s s e le c tio n , “ y o u  w ill 
a p p ly  a t  o n ce  to  t h e  s te w a rd ,  w h o  w ü l  p a y  
y o u  y o u r  p r o p e r  c la im  ; a n d  f ro m  th i s  m o ­
m e n t ,  y o u  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  in  a t t e n d a n c e  u p o n  
i n e l ”

“ H a —u m —h a , L a d y  C ec ile  I I  p o s i t iv e ly  m u s t  
—a —h a v e  a  v o ice  iu  t h i s  m a t t e r , ” c r ie d  L a d y  
P in k p le i te  g a s p in g  fo r  b r e a th .

“ T o  co n fi m  i t  if y o u  w ill. L a d y  P in n p le i te  1” 
e x c la im e d  L a d y  C eo iie  w i th  g r e a t  f irm n e ss . 
“N o t o th e rw .s e .  Y o u  a re  a t  l ib e r ty  to  m a k e  a n y  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n  y o u  m a y  th in k  p r o p e r  to  t h e  e a r l  : 
b u t ,  in  th is  in s ta n c e ,  a n d  u n t i l  h e  p o re e m p to r i ly  
c o m m a n d s  m e  t o  t h e  c o n tr a r y  I  wi^l t a k e  m y  
o w n  c o u rse .”

“ L a d y  C ecile , y o u r  s is te r ,  L a d y  B la n c h e , y o u r  
s e n io r  b y  y e a rs ,  w o u ld  n o t  th u s  im p r o p e r ly  s e t  
a s id e  m y  a u th o r i ty  1” c r ie d  L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  
w i th  h e r  e y e b ro w s  p re s s in g  o n  t h e  c o n fin e s  o f 
h e r  w ig a n d  h e r  c h in  e lo n g a te d  a lm o s t  to  h e r  
w a is tb a n d .

“ L a d y  B la n c h e  is  f re e  to  a o t  a s  s h e  p le a s e s ,” 
r e to r te d  t h e  L a d y  C ec ile . “S h e  is  y ie ld in g  a n d  
e a s y  in  h e r  n a tu r e ,  a n d  is  f a r  f ro m  b e in g  su ffi­
c ie n t ly  se lf  d e p e n d  n 1;. S h e  m a y ,  o u t  o f a n  a m ­
ia b le  d e s ire  to  m a in t a in  p e a c e , c o n tin u e  to  re  
ce iv e  i n s t r u c t io n  f ro m  S ig n o r  L io n i.  w h o m  s h e  
h a te s  a s  d e e p ly  a s  I  d o .”

“ H a te s ?  L a d y  C ec ile ,” c r ie d  L a d y  P in k ­
p le i te ,  w i th  a n  e le c tr if ie d  a i r .  “  H a te s  1 A 
p ro fe s so r  o f I t a l i a n  h a te d  b y  a  l a d y  o f t i t i e .  P r e ­
p o s te ro u s  I"

“ D e s p ise s —lo a th e s —w h a te v e r  y o u  w ill, L a d y  
P in k p le i te ,  to  e x p re s s  r e p u g n a n c e  o r  a b h o r  
r e n c e , ' c r ie d  L a d y  C e c ile  e x c ite d ly . ‘ I t  is  
e n o u g h  e h e e n te r t a io s  to w a r d  h im  t a e  s a m e  f e e l­
in g  а^ I  d j ,  b u t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m a k e  a  s e n s a t io n ,  
sh e  c o n tin u e s  to  su ffe r  a n n o y a n c e  h e rs e l f .  I t  
m a y  b e  w e ll f o r  h e r ,  u n d e r  th o  s a m e  fe e l in g , to  
p e rm i t  h e r  m a id  t o  b e  d is c h a rg e d , a n d  to  b e  s u p ­
p lie d  w i.h  a n o th e r  b y  I v o ry —to  e n d u re  a l l  th is  
o u t  o f c o n s id e r a t io n  fo r  t h e  f e e l in g s  o f p e rs o n s  of 
n o  c o n s e q u e n c e  to  h e r  w h a te v e r .  I  c a n n o t  h e lp  
t h a t :  i t  d o e s  n o t ,  w il l  n o t ,  in f lu e n c e  m e.JA n d  n ow  
C r a f te r .  le a v e  t h e  ro o m , a n d  d o  w h a c  I  h a v e  
d i r e c te d  y o u .”

“ M y d e a i  l a d y  I to  b e  d i s c h a r g e d  a t  a  m o ­
m e n t ’s n o t ic e  1—i t  is  n o t  u s u a l  1” e x c la im e d  C ra f ­
te r ,  w i th  a  d e p re c a tin g  a ir .

L a d y  P in k p le i to ,  I  r e q u e s t  y o u  to  d e s ir e  y o u r  
m a id , Iv o ry , to  c o n d u c t  t h a t  w o m a n , h e r  i n t r o ­
d u c tio n ,  f ro m  th is  a p a r t m e n t , ” e x c la im e d  L a d y  
C ecile , h a u g h ti ly .

I v o ry  d id  n o t  w a i t  to  b e  t o ld  b y  L a d y  P in k ­
p le i te  ; s h e  r a is e d  h e r  g l i t te r in g  e y e s  to  L a d y  
C ec ile , a n d  sa id , ‘‘I t  is  e n o u g h  fo r  m e  L a d y  C ec .le , 
t h a t  y o u  w ish  i t .  A llow  m e  d e a r  la d y ,  to  e x p re s s , 
m y  so rro w  c h a t m y  z e a l  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  
i m p e r t i n e n t  in te r fe r e n c e .  I  w il l  n o t  so  o ffe n d  
a g a in .”

riho  c a u g h t  C r a f te r  b y  t h e  w r is t ,  a n d , b o w in g  
to  t h e  y o u n g  la d y , w h o  h a u g h t i ly  r e tu r n e d  i t ,  
c o n d u c te d  h e r  f ro m  th e  ro o m .

L a d y  P in k p le i te  r o se  u p  w i th  s o le m n  d ig n ity , 
a n d , w h e n  f a i r ly  b a ia n c e a  o n  h e r  fe e t ,  a u d  h e r  
h e a d  w a s  e le v a te d  u p o n  t h e  sc ra g g y  n e o k  a s  h ig h  
a s  i t  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  go, s h e  s a id , “ I  h a v e  
n e v e r  s in c e  t h e  d e p a r tu r e  o f  y o u r  a u g u s t  f a th e r ,  
t h e  e a r l ,  b e e n  s e t  so  d e c i .e d ly  a t  d e f ia n c e , L a d y  
C ecile , a s  u p o n  t h i s  o c c a  io n  T h e  a u th o r i ty  
w i th  w h ic h  n e  h a s  b e e n  p le a s e d  to  h u n o r  m e, 
p ro v es , in  y o u r  c a se  a  m e r e  n o n e n t i ty —a  p o s it  i e 
ta n g ib i l i ty .  I  m u s t  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  І ь ш . U n ­
t i l  t u e n  p e r  u i t  m e  to  in fo r m  y o u , L a d y  C ecile , I  
c a n n o t  re c e iv e  y. u ,  n o r  m e e t  y o u  u p o n  th e  s a m e  
r e la  io n s  a s  h e re to fo re .  Y o u  w ill  t a k e  y o u r  o w n  
w a y  I  r e le a s e  y o u  f ro m  c o n tro l ,  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  
a s su m e  m y  r ig h t  to  h a v o  a n y  o v e r  y o u  u n t i l  
I  r e c e iv e  f u r t h e r  in s t r u c t io n s  f ro m  y o u r  a u g u s t  
p a r e n t .”

T u rn in g  s lo w ly  o n  h e r  p iv o t ,  s h e  f il le d  h e r  
s ta t e ly  sailB, a n d , w i th  a n  a s s u m p t io n  o f  d ig n ity , 
s lo w ly  w e n d e d  h e r  w a y  to  h e r  o w n  a p a r tm e n t ,  to  
r e v iv e  h e rs e l f ,  a f t e r  t h i s  sc en e , w i th  a  l i t t l e  s t im ­
u la n t ,—s o m e th in g  s tro n g e r ,  a n d  w i th  a  d i f f e re n t  
o d o u r  to  ro se  w a te r .

S h e  h a d  n o  so o n e r  g o n e  t h a n  C e e ile  t u r n o d  to  
h e r  n e w  a t t e n d a n t ,  a n d  s a ;d , “ Y o u r  n a m e  is  
A m e lia —fa m ilia r ly ,  M illy . I  s h a l l  c a l l  y o u  Mi ly, 
I  l ik e  y o u r  lo o k  v e ry  m u c h . I  fe e l  t h a t  w e s h a ll  
p ro c e e d  to g e th e r  v e ry  h a rm o n io u s ly .  I  a m  
y o u n g e r  th a .n  y o u , b u t  I  fee l to  h a v e  a  n a tu r a l  
e n e rg y  a n d  d e c is io n  o f c h a r a c te r  in d e p e n d e n t  of 
m y  ag e . I  a m  v e ry  q u ic k -s ig h te d , a n d  I  c a n  see  
t h a t  t n e r e  is  s o m e th in g  w ro n g  in  t h e  p o s i i io n  of 
o u r  fa m ily ,  I  fee l t h a t  t h e r e  is  so m e  m is c h ie f  in ­
t e n d e d  i t  ; a n d , a l th o u g h  I  c a n n o t  im a g in e  t h e  
so u rc e , I  8eo..u to  so  c o m p r e h e n d  t h a t  L a d y  
» -in k p ie ite ’s  m a id , Iv o ry , a n d  a n  I ta l i a n  p ro ­
fe s so r ,  o n e  S ig n o r  d i  L io n i ,  w h o  is  te a c h in g  m y  
s is te r ,  L a d y  iila J ic h e , h i s  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e ,  a re  
t h e  a g e n ts  b y  w h ic h  i t  is  to  b e  a c c o m ­
p l is h e d .  As y e t,  t h i s  is  b u t  s u rm ise . As 
s o o n  a s  I  h a v o  th e  »east c lu e , o r  fa c t ,  a s  a  b a s is  to  
w o rk  u p o n , I  s h a l l  c o m m u n ic a te  w i th  m y  b r o th e r  
E u s ta c e ,  w ho  w ill  c o m e  to  o u r  a id  i n s ta n t ly ,  a n d  
d e fe a t  t h e  w ic k e d  p ro je c t ,  w h a te v e r  i t  m a y  b e . I  
m a y  c o u .i t  u p o n  y o u r  f a i t h f u l  a ss is t  a n  ce  ?’’

" Y ou m  y, L a u y  C ec ile . to  th o  e x te n t  o f  m y  
life ,” r e p l ie d  M illy , w i th  e n e rg y .

“ I  a m  s u re  o f i t .  A ro  y ^ u  k e o n  s ig h ted - 
q u ic k  to  o b se rv e  a n d  d e te c t  o p e ra t io n s  n o t  m e a n t  
f o r  y o u  to  s e e  ?”

“  I  b e lie v e  I  a m  so , n a tu r e d ly .  I  a m  s u re  I  
c o u ld  b e  if  m y  m in d  w a s  d i re c te d  to  s u c h  a  t a s k .” 

“ T h e n  I  w ill g e t  y o u , w . tn  a n  a s s u m p t io n  of a n  
o p e n , e a sy , a m ia b le  m a n n e r ,  t o  o b se rv e , w i th  a l l  
th e  a c u te n e s s  y o u  p o ssess , t h e  m o v e m e n ts  of 
L a d y  P in k p le i te ’s m a id ,  Iv o ry , a n d , w n e n  y o u  
h a v e  th o  c h a n c e  of S ig n o r  d i  L io n i  ; a n d  r e p o r t  
w h a t  y o u  m a y  n o tic e  to  m e . in о m a t t e r  h o w  t r i ­
v ia l  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e ,  i t  m a y  p ro v e  a  l in k  to  t h e  
c h a in .  Y ou  u n d e r s ta n d  m e ? ”

“ O h , q u i te  c le a r ly .”
“ T h a t  W ill  d o  , w e w ill n o w  to  M rs W e stw o o d , 

a n d  c o m p le te  th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  y o u r  se rv ic e  
w ith  m o  ; a n d , t h a t  d o n e , y o u  w ill  c o m m e n c e  
y o u  • d u t ie  a t  o n  ;e, e sp e c ia lly  t h a t  o n e  o f w a tc h ' 
in g  L io n i  a n d  Iv o ry .”

“ I  w il l  d o  m y  u tm o s t  to  fu lf il  y o u r  w is h e s ,” 
s a id  M ib y , e a rn e s t ly  ; “ a n d  I  fee l, s o m e w h a t,  
t h a t  I  s h a d  s u c c e e d /’

»v i t h  th is ,  L a d v  C e c ile  le d  t h e  w a y  to  t h e  
h o u s e  k e e p e r ’s ro o m .

S h e  h a d  b .:e n  in d u c e d  to  t a k e  t h i s  u n u s u a l  
s te p , in  o n e  o f h e r  age , f ro m  a  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  
h e r  s is te r ,  L a d y  B la n c h e , w a*  u n d e r  so m e  sp e ll  ; 
fo r  s h e  h a d  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  sh o  w as p a le  a n d  
th o u g h tfu l ,  s ig h e d  m u o h , a n d  o f te n  s o u d .ie re d  in  
h e r  a b s t r a c te d  m o o d ,—a n d  t h a t  th e s e  fits  w e re  
a l l  t h e  s tr o n g e r  a f ie r  S ig n o r  L io n i  h a d  d e p a r te d  
—o n  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f t h e  I t a l i a n  lesso n .

C H A P T E lt  X V I.
T H E  A SSIG N A T IO N — T H B  M B S T IN Q — T H B  R E V E L ­

A T IO N .
L o r d  A rn o ld  h a d  n o t  f o rg o t te n  h is  a p p o in tm e n t  

w i th  B u th  S e a to n  in  t h e  d u o m o . A t  t h e  h o u r  
n a m e d  h o  e n te r e d  t h e  c a th e d r a l  b y  o n e  o f t h e  
p r in c ip a l  d o o rs , a n d  p ro c e o d e d  s lo w ly  d o w n  o n e  
o f  th o  a is le s, p a u s in g  o c c a s io n a lly  b e fo re  so m e  
s ta tu e ,  or*  to  g aze, w i th  a  s tr a n g e  e m o t io n  o f 
aw e , u p o n  th o s e  w h o  k n e l t  in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  of 
t h e  v a s t  c a th e d r a l ,  m o tio n le s s  in  s i le n t  d e v o tio n .

T h o  v a s tn o s s  o f t h e  b u ild in g , th e  ro w s  o f  p i l ­
la r s ,  th o  m a n y  s ta tu e s ,  t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n  e f  th e  
ro o f _ a ll  w e re  so m a n y  o b s ta c le s  to  th e  
d i s t r ib u t io n  o f lig i..t ; a n d  th o u g h  t h e r e  w as n o  
n ig g a rd lin e s s  d isp la y e d  in  t h e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f 
c a n d e la b ra s ,  f il le d  w i th  b u rn in g  c a n d le s , t h e  
s a c re d  ed if ice  w o re  a n  a ir  of a lm o s t  g lo o m y  so l­
e m n i ty ,  e m in e n t ly  c a lc u la te d  to  r a is e  a n d  p r o ­
m o te  r e l ig io u s  fee lin g .

T h e  r ic h  to n e s  o f t h e  o rg an , t h e  s o le m n  c h a n t ,  
t h e  sw e llin g  to n e s  o f  t h e  a d m ir a b ly  p ra c t is e d  
c h o ir , te n d e d  m u c h |t o  in sp ir e  h im  w i th  fee lin g s  

to  w h ic h  fo r  so m e  t im o  h e  h a d  b e e n  a  s tr a n g e r .  
I t  w as  w i th  d iff ic u lty  h e  c e u ld  r e p re s s  t e a r s  f ro m  
tnrp.jn i  t h e i r  w a y  to  h is  e y e lid s , a n d  h o  e o n ld  
h a rd ly  r e s t r a in  h im s e lf  f ro m  fa l l in g  u p o n  h is  
k n e e s , a n d , s m it in g  h i s  b r e a s t ,  co n fe ss  to  th e  
g r e a t  C re a to r  o f  t h e  u n iv e rs e , in  w ho„o  a w fu l 
p re s i n e e  h e  se e m e d  t o  s ta n d ,  h i s  s e n se  of th e  
la x i ty  h o  h a d  d isp la y e d  in  t h e  p e i lo r m a n c e  of h is  
re lig io u s  d u tie s .

W h ile  th u s  in flu e u c e d , a  h a n d  w a s  l a id  u p o n  
h i s  s h o u ld e r .  H o s ta r te d ,  a n d  tu rn in '? ,  b e h e ld  a  
fe m a le , c o m p le te ly  m u ffle d  in  a  m a u t i l l a .

S h e  w h is p e re d  in  h is  e a r .—“ P a s s  d o w n  th e  
P ia z z a  D el D u o m o  ; t a k e  th o  f ir s t  s t r e e t  t h a t  lea d s  
to  t h e  A rn o . A t t h e  w a te r ’s ed g e  y o u  w ill  p e r ­
ce iv e  a  g o n d o la  in  w a itin g , G iv e  t h r e e  t a p s  w i th  
y o u r  h a n d .  T h e  g o n d o lie r  w ill  t a k e  y o u  o n  b o a rd , 
a n d  w ill l a n d  y o u  u p o n  a  s p o t,  n e a r  w h ic h  s ta n d s  
a  g ro v e  o f t re e s .  I n  t h a t  g ro v e  a w a i t  f u r th e r  
c o m m u n ic a t io n .”

S u e  w a s  a b o u t  t o  g lid e  a w a y , b u t  h e  c a u g h t  
h e r  b y  th o  w ris t.

“ S ta y !” h e  s a id  in  a  lo w  to n e .  “I n  E n g la n d  
s u c h  a  p ro p o s i t io n  m ig h t  e a s i ly  be e n te r ta io e d  ; 
in  I ta ly ,  t h e  c a se  is  d i f fe re n t .  Y ou  m u s t  n a m «  to  
m e  bom e f u r th e r  in d u c e m e n t  fo r  c o m p ly in g  w i th  
y o u r  d i r e - t io n s .”

T h e  w orn in  h e s i t a te d  a  m o m e n t ,  t h e n  sh e  
w h is p e re d  in  h i s  e a r ,  “A m y  S e a to n  1”

S h e  b ro k e  f ro m  h is  h o ld  a u d  w a s  q u ic k ly  lo s t  
to  v iew  a m o n g s t  t h e  c ro w d  a s se m b le d  to  h e a r  a  
m o s t  e lo q u e n t  p re a c h e r .

H e  p a u s e d ,  a n d  f e l t  in  d o u b t  a s  to  t h e  
c o u rse  h e  sh o u ld  p u rsu e , b u t  t h e  n a m e  of A m y  
p o s s e s s e d  f a r  to o  g r e a t  a n  in flu e n c e  o v e r  h im  to  
r e m a in  in d if fe r e n t  to  th e  a d v e n tu re .  H o  h a d  n o  
n o t io n  t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  se e  h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w as 
a  p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  le a r n  s o m e th in g  r e ­
s p e c tin g  h e r  : so  h e  re so lv e d  to  go, c o m e  w h a t  
m ig h t .

H e  q u i t t e d  t h e  c a th e d r a l ,  a n d  p a s s in g  in to  th e  
P ia z z a  d e l  D u o m o , a n d  p ro ce o d e d  in  t h e  d ire c tio n  
p o in te d  o u t  to  h im ,  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  b a n k s  of 
t h e  * rn o .

H e  p e rc e iv e d , a  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  in  t h e  s tr e a m , 
a  g o n d o la , w i th  a  m a n  in  t h e  s te r n  k e e p in g  i t  
s t a t io n a r y  w i th  h is  lo n g  p a d d le  a n d  c h a n tin g  
l in e s  f ro m  T a sso , a p p a r e n t ly  u n c o n so io u s  of 
a u g h t  b u t  h i s  o w n  e x is te n c e .

A rn o ld  c la p p e d  h i s  h a n d s  th r ic e ,  a n d  t h e  m a n  
a t  o n c e  d isp la y e d  th e  g r e a te s t  a c t  v i ty  o f m a n ­
n e r .  T h e  p ro w  o f t h e  b o a t  w a s  d i re c te d  to  th e  
sh o re , a n d  in  a n o th e r  m in u te  th o  b o a t  w as a lo n g ­
s id e

“In g le s e  ?’’ e ja c u la te d  t h e  g o n d o lie r .
L o r  л A rn o ld  r e p l ie d  in  th o  a ff irm a tiv e , s te p p e d  

i n to  t h e  b o a t,  a n d  e e a te d  h im s e lf  in  t h e  c a b in .
A w ay  sp e d  t h e  g o n d o la  u p  t h e  r iv e r .  L o r d  

A rn o ld  e n d e a v o re d  to  ta k o  i o te  of t h e  p la c e s  h e  
w a s  p a ss in g , b u t  h e  w e n t  so sw iftly , a n d  th e  d a rk ­
n e ss , f ro m  t h e  a! so u c e  o f t h e  m o o n , w a s  s u c h  as  
to  p r e v e n t  h is  m a k in g  o u t  a n y  p la c e  d i s t in c t ly  
a n d  so  h e  r t  s ig n e d  h im s e lf  w ith  p a t ie n c e  to  
r e m a in  in  a  s ta t e  o f m y s t if ic a t io n ,  u n t i l  s o m e ­
th in g  h a p p e n e d  to  g ive  h im  a  n o tio n  o f t h e  o b je c t  
w i th  w h ic h  h e  w a s  d e s ire d  to  p e r f o r m  t h i s  j o u r ­
n e y .

S u d d e n ly  h e  f e l t  t h e  k o e l o f  t h e  b o a t  g r a te  on  
t h e  ed g e  o f th o  s h o re , a n d  h e  s p ru n g  o u t ,  le a p in g  
l ig h t ly  o n  to  t h e  g ree n  s w a rd  w h ic h  e x te n d e d  to  
th o  ed g e  of th e  r iv e r .

‘•‘D o y o a w a i t  fo r  m e ? ” h o  in q u ir e d  o f th o  
g o n d o lie r .

“ N o ,” h e  re p l ie d .  “I  s h a ll  r e t u r n  fo r  y o u , if  
th o s e  w h  i e m p lo y e d  m e  c o n s id e r  i t  n e c e s s a ry .” 

T h e  n e x t  m o m e n t  t h e  bo  a t  s h o t  i n to  t h e  c e n te r  
o f  t h e  r iv e r ,  a n d  w a s  u rg e d  s w if t ly  b a c k  to  
F lo re n c e .

H e  w a tc h e d  i t s  re c e d in g  [ fu n e ra lj  fo rm , a n d , 
w h e n  i t  w a s  n o  m o re  to  b e  d is t in g u is h e d , b e

tu r n e d  to  f in d  t h e  g ro v e  of t r e e s  w h io h  th e  
w o m a n , w ho  h a d  a d d re s s e d  h im . h a d  m e n ­
t io n e d .  H e  d isc o v e re d  i t  a t  a  s h o r t  d is ta n c e  
a u d  h e  m a d e  to w a rd s  i t .  H e  p e rc e iv e d  t h a t  h o  
w a s  o n  th e  p r iv a te  g ro u n d s  o f  a  h a n d s o m e  v illa , 
w h ic h  sooou n o t  f a r  off, a n d  w h i . h  s e e m e d  to  b e  
c lo se ly  st. u t  u p , a s  th o u g h  i t  e i t h e r  n e e  ied  a  t e n ­
a n t ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  t e n a n t  w as in  s o m e  o th e r  p a r t  o f 
t h e  w o rld .

O n  g a in in g  t h e  g ro v e  o f t re e s ,  h e  r e m a in e d  
t h e r e  fo r  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  a n  h o u r ,  w i th o u t  h e a r ­
in g  o u g h t b u t  t h e  r u s t l e  o f  t h e  lea v e s , m o v e d  
b y  t h e  so ft  a n d  g e n t .e  a ir .  N o  s ig n  o f  a n y  
o n e  in  t h e  v ic in i ty  c o u ld  h e ’ d isc o v e r .  So  
s o u n d  m e t  h i s  e a r , t j  in d ic a te  t h e  a p p ro a c h  
o f  a  liv in g  th in g .  H is  p a t ie n c e  e x h a u s te d ;  a n d  
b e lie v in g  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  th e  v ic t im  
o f so m e  h o a x , h e  d e te r m in e d  to  a p p ro a c h  
t h e  v i lla ,  a n d , if  h e  c o u ld  d e te c t  a n y  in d ic a t io n  
o f  t h e  p re s e n c e  of a  h u m a n  b e in g  w i th in ,  to  
r o u s e  th e m ,  a n d  a sk  a  few  q u e s t io n s  a s  t o  b i s  
w h e re a b o u ts ,  a n d  th e  b e s t  a v a ila b le  m e a n s  b y  
w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  r e t u r n  to  F lo re n c e .  H e  h a d  
ta k e n  u t  a  few  s h o r t  p a c e s  to  p u t  h i s  r e s o lu ­
t io n  in to  o p e ra t io n  w h e n  h i s  q u ic k  o a r  d e te c te d  
u d d e n ly  a  l ig h t  fo o tta l l  u p o n  tn e  g ras s  a p p ro a c h ­

in g  t n e  g ro v e  of t r e e s  in  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b e e n  so 
lo n g  s ta n d in g .

T h e  m o m e n t  h e  d e te c te d  t h e  so u n d , h e  s p ru n g  
b e h iu d  a  tre e ,  d e te r m in e d  to  in s p e c t  t h e  n e w  
c o m e r  b e fo re  h e  b e tr a y e d  h i s  p re s e n c e  t h e r e  ; 
a n d , c ro u c u in g  d o w n , w a tc h e d  in  a n  a t t i t u d e  of 
c a u tio n ,  a n d  w i th  so m e  a n x ie ty ,  for t h e  p e rs o n , 
w h o , m a k in g  d i re c t  fo r  t h e  sp o t,  i t  w a s  e v id e n t  
w a s  c o n sc io u s  o f  h i s  b e in g  th e r e .

P r e s e n t l y  h i s  e a g e r l y - d i r e c t e d  g a z e  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h e  f o r m  o f  a  f e m a l e ,  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  w h o s e  
p e r s o n  w u s  c l o s e l y  e n v e l o p e d  i n  a  m a n t i l l a  ; a n d ,  
i m m e d i a t e l y ,  h e  p r e m i s e d  i t  t o  b e  t h e  _ s a m e  
p e r s o n  w h o  h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  h i m  i n  t h e  
P i a z z a  d .-d  D u o m o ,  a u d  w h o m  h e  h a d  t h a t  n i g h t  
s e e n  i n  t h o  c a t h e d r a l .

S til l ,  h o w e v e r , h e  la y  h id d e n ,  in  o r d e r  to  see  
w h a t  m o v e m e n t  sh e  w o u ld  m a k e , a n d  w h e th e r  
s h e  w a s  a c q u a in te d  w i th  h i s  a r r iv a l .

T h e  fe m a le  in c re a se  I h e r  s p e e d  a s  s h e  d rew  
n e a r ,  u n t i l  s h e  e n te r e d  th e  g ro v e  o f tre e s , a n d  
th e n  s h e  p a u se d , S h e  g a z e d  t im id ly  ro u n d ,  a n d  
th e n ,  in  a  h a lf  e ffa ig h te d  v o ice , s a id , “ I s  th e r e  
a n y  o n e  h e re  a w a itin g  m y  c o m in g  ?”

T h is  w a s  n o t  th ef  w o m a n  o f th o  c a th e d r a l .  H e  
ro se  u p , a n d , a d v a n c in g  c a u tio u s ly , s a id , “ I  a m  
h e re .  W a s  i t  y o u  w h o  d e s ir e d  to  se e  m e  ?”

T h e  f e m a le  u t te r e d  a  c ry , a lm o s t  a  s h r ie k , a n d  
p la c e d  h e r  h a n d  u p o n  h is  a rm .

‘ M e rc ifu l  h e a v e n  1” s h e  e x c la im e d :  “ i t  is 
L o r d  A rn o ld  1”

I t  w as h ie  t u r n  to  u t t e r  a n  e x c la m a t io n , 
a n d , w i th o u t  c e re m o n y —a s  g the  t o n e s  of t h a t  
v o ice  v ib ra te d  th ro u g h  e v e ry  n e rv e  h e  p o s s e s s e d  
—tc  re m o v e  th e  m a n t i l l a  f ro m  t h e  fa c e  i t  v e ile d .

As h e  g a z e d  u p o n  tn e  c o u n te n a n c e  r e v e a le d  
to  h i s  oyes, h o  c rie d , w i th  d e e p  e m o t io n  “ A m y  1 
A m y I m y  b e lo v e d  A m y  ! C a n  i t  b e  p o ss ib le  ? 
I s  t h i s  n o  d re a m  ? D o  I  a g a in  seo y o u  ? O h, 
h e a v e n  ?—w h a t  h a v o  I  d o n e  to  d e se rv e  t h is  g r a ­
c io u s  fa v o r  ?”

H e  fo ld e d  h e r  p a s s io n a te ly  t o  h i s  b r e a s t  a s  h e  
sp o k e , n o r  d id  s h e  r e fu s e  t h a t  lo n g  a n d  f e r v e n t  
k iss  w h ic h  h e  p re s s e d  u p o n  h e r  w a rm  ru b y  lip s . 
N ay , s h e  tw in e d  h e r  a rm s  r o u n d  h i s  r e c k ,  a n d  
h u n g  t h e r e  w i th  h e r  h e a d  u p o n  h i s  s h o u ld e r ,  a s  
th o u g h  s h e  w as n o  loss d e l ig h te d  a t  t h e  re u n io n  
t h a n  h e .

B u t  w h e n  t h i s  p a r o x y s m  o f  l o v e ,  t h i s  n a t u r a l  
e b u l l i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f o n d  d e v o t i o n  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  
h a d  p a s s e d ,  t h e y  e a c h  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  s h r u n k  f r o m  
t h e  o t h e r ,  a n d  f e l l  b a c k .

“ O h. A m y  1” e x c la im e d  L o r d  A rn o ld , “ of w h a t  
h a v e  I  .n o t  b e e n  g u d ty  ? H a v e  I  n o t  d o n e  t h a t  
w h ic h  m u s t  m a k e  y o u  t e a r  m e  f ro m  t h a t  d e a r  
p la c e  in  y o u r  h e a r t  fo re v e r  ? H a v e  n o t  I  b e e n  
g u i lty  o t a  t r a n t ic  a c t  o f  p a s s io n —sin c e  so b i t t e r ly  
l a m e n te d —e n o u g h  to  c a u se  y o u  t o  d is c a rd  m e  
fo re v e r  f ro m  y o u r  a ffe c tio n  ? D o  y o u  n o t  h a te  
m e, A m y  ?”

“ H a te  y ou , L o r d  A rn o ld  ? O h, n o  1” sh e  re  
p l ie d  w i th  e a rn e s tn e s s .

“ You fo rg iv e  m e, th e n ,  fo r  m y  m a d n e s s  ? 
G e n tle , k in d  a s  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  !”

“ I t  is  n o t  fo r  m e  to  fo rg iv e , L o rd  A rn o ld . T h e  
in ju r y  w as n o t  in f l ic te d  u p o n  m e , th o u g h  I  h a v e  
su ffe re d  b y  i t  : n a y ,  I  a m  n o t  e v e n  a c q u a in te d  
w i th  t h e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  c o n n e c te d  w i th  i t ,  sa v e  
t o  a t  I  o v e rh e a rd  a  t e r r ib le  n a r r a t i o n  f ro m  th e  
l ip s  o f a  s e rv a n t  o f t h e  h a l l ,  w h »  s a id  h e  w itn e s s ­
e d  th e  in c id e n ts ,  a n d  r e p e a te d  th e m  c i r c u m s ta n ­
t ia l ly  to  th e  E a r l  D e  la  M oro, w h o  a t  t h a t  m o  
m e n t  w as in  m y  f a t h e r ’s c o tta g e .”

“ T o —to  m y  f a t h e r  ?”
“ Y e s—h is  o b je c t  in  c o m in g  to  t h e  c o tta g e  I  

k n o w  n o t  ; h e  cam e  t h e r e  so  m  a f t e r  y o u r  d e p a r  
t u r e .  W h a t  fo llo w ed , I  d o  n o t  r e m e m b e r ,  n o r  
r e c o l le c t  I  a u g h t  s u b s e q u e n t ly ,  u n t i l  I  fo u n d  
m y se lf  a t  a n  h o te l  in  L o n d o n  ; f ro m  w h e n c e , t h e  
m o m e n t  I  o o u ld  b e a r  t h e  jo u rn e y ,  I  w as b ro u g h t  
h i th e r . ”

A n d  th i s  m a n ,  w h o  n a r r a te d  to  m y  f a th e r  
w h a t  p a  se d  a t  m y  in te rv ie w  w i th  S e a to n —w h a t  
sa id  lie , d e a re  t  A m y  ?” , л ,

A m y , in te  • r u p te d  b y  h e r  t e a r s ,  w i tn  f a l t e r in g  
v o ice , r e p e a t e d  S ta rk 's  s to ry . A rn o ld  c o u ld  
sc a rc e ly  l is te n  to  h e r ,  fo r  t h e  v io le ; ce  o f  b i s  i n ­
d ig n a t io n .  H e  v e h e m e n t ly  p r o te s te d  a g a in s t  i t s  
fa ls e h o o d , a n d  r e la te d  t o  h e r  w h a t  r e a l ly  d id  
t a k e  p la c e . .

“  B a d  e n o u g h , I  a d m i t ,  h o  s a id , b u t  
s t i l l  in  n o  d e g re e  c a p a b le  o f  s u c h  a n  in fa m o u s  
c o n s tr u c tio n  a s  t h a t  s o o u n d re l  p u t  u p o ii  i t ,  a n d  
q u i te  d ev o id  o f t h e  m o s t  f e a r fu l  a n d  m  n d e r o u s  
p o r t io n  o f t h e  a t ta c k  u p o n  h im  S e a to n  y e t  l iv es , 
a m i is  in  t h i s  c i ty .  I  w il l  ьеѳк h im  ; a n d  h e  w ill 
d o  m e  ju s t ic e  a t  le a s t ,  b y  a c k n o w le d g in g  t h a t  I  
s tr u c k  h im  in  a  m o m e n t  o f p a s s io n ,  h e a te d  to  
s u c h  ѵ іо ю п се  b y  in ju r io u s  c h a rg e s , w h ic h  to  m y  
f a c e  h o  m a d e  ; a n d  t h a t  w i th  o n e  w o rd  c e a s e d  
fu i t h e r  a c t  o r  w o rd  b e tw e e n  u s .”

A m y  b o w ed  h e r  h e a d  d o w n  a s  h e  s a id  th is ,  
a u d  c la s p e d  h e r  h a n d s .

“ I t  m u s t  b e  !” s h e  m u rm u re d ,  w i th  a g o n y  ; i t  
m u s t  b e  d o n e  !—a n d  t h a t ,  I  fee l, g r e a t  a s  t h e  
p a in  I  su ffe r , w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  d e la y :  fo r  to  ex- 
t e n  t o u r  in te rv ie w  c a n  o n ly  m a k e  g r e a te r  t h e  
a n g u is h  of p a r t in g ,  a n d  to  r e m a in ,  to  v io la te  t h e  
c o n tr a c t  in to  w h ic h  w e b o th  so  s o le m n ly  e n te r ­
ed . O h , L o rd  A rn o ld , w e m u s t  p a r t  ! a n d  l e t  u s  
a t  o n c e  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  i t  b e  fo re v e r .”

'• N o , A m y , r a t h e r  w o u ld  I  p e r i s h  h e ro  b e fo r  
y o u . I  love  v  u  ; l e t  t h e  w o rld  s a y  w h a t  i t  m a y . 
L e t  th o  E a r l ’Do l a  M ore d o  w h a te v e r  h e  c a n , I  
w ill  m a k e  y o u  m y  w ife, i f  y o u  w ill h a v e  m e  ; 
a n d  th o u g h  I  h a v e  c o n s e n te d  a n d  w ill  s u b m i t  to  
t h e  p r o b a t io n  u p o n  w h ic h  w e ag re e , w i th o u t  
s e e k m  . to  in f r in g e  u p o n  o r  v io la te  i t s  t e r m s —s ti l l  
a t  i t s  e x p ir a tio n ,  I  w il l  c la im  y o u r  h a n d  a s  m in e , 
—lo v in g  y ou , I  a m  b e y o n d  a ll  d o u b t  a s s u re d ,e v e n  
a s  n o w , a s  I  h a v e  e v e r  doi. e s in c e  f ir s t  I  k n e w  
m y  h e a r t  w as y o u r  o w n  ; a n d  if  y o u  c o n s e n t ,  
a n d jw il l  l e t  m e  s tr iv e  to  m a k e  y o u  h a p p y ,  w e w ill 
s e t  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  w h ic h  s e e k s  to  s u n d e r  u s , a t  
d e f ia n c e - lo v e d ,  a n d  lo v in g  e a c h  o th e r ,  b e  a s  
h a p p y  as  c h ild r e n  a m o n g  tn e  f lo w ers  in  th o  long , 
lo n g  d a y s  o f s u m m e r  s u n s h in e .”

E r e  A m y  c o u ld  re p ly ,  a  s h a d o w  fe ll  a c ro s s  
th e m .  A w o m a n  ro se  u p , a s  i t  w ere , o u t  o f th e  
g ro u n d , a t  t h e i r  le o t .  S n e  tu r n e d  to  A m y.

“ G o ,” sh o  s a id .  “ Y o u  w il l  m o o t L o r d  A rn o ld  
a g a in .”

A m y  b e n t  h e r  ѳуѳв u p o n  t h e  y o u n g  n o b le  w i th  
lo n g in g  gaze, a n d  s lo w ly  p r e p a r e d  to  r e t i re ,  b u t  
A rn o ld  s p ra n g  to  h e r  s id e  a n d  to o k  h e r  h a n d .

“ W o c a n n o t,  m u s t  n o t  p a r t  th u s ,” h e  c rie d , 
se iz in g  h e r  h a n d  to  p r e v e n t  h e r  d e p a r tu re .  T h e  
w o m a n  w h o  h a d  so s u d d e n ly  a p p e a r e d ,  h o w ev er, 
w a v e d  h e r  h a n d  to  A m y.

I G o ,” s h e  r e p l ie d  a g a in . “ I  h a v e  to ld  you, 
y o u  w ill  m-.-et a g a in  ; a n a  I  r e p e a t  i t .  L e t  m e  
g ive  y o u  th is  w o rd  of c a u tio n ,  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  
m e e t ,  a ffe c t  s u rp r is e ,  if  y o u  fee l i t  n o t .  Go, A m y, 
a n d  q u ick ly . I  w o u ld  s p e a k  w i th  y o u  L o rd  
A rn o ld ."

L o rd  A rn o ld  r a is e d  h e r  s m a ll,  so ft, w h i te  h a n d  
to  h is  lip s , a n d  p re s s e d  i t  th e r e  p a s s io n a te ly  ; 
w i th  h e r  h a n d  sh e  r e tu r n e d  th o  p r e s ­
su re .  S h e  d id  n o t  i n te n d  to  a c t  b u t  t h e  im p u l ­
ses  o f  n a tu r e  w e re  n o t  to  be  re p re s s e d .

“ W e s h a l l  m e e t  a g a in , A m y .” tie  s a id  e a rn ­
es tly .

“ I f  h e a y e n  so  w ills  i t ,  A rn o ld ,”
H e  u n d e rs to o d  th e  d ro p p in g  of h is  t i t l e  b y  th e  

fo n d  g irl . H a d  s h e  sp o k e n  fo r  a n  h o u r ,  s h e  c o u ld  
n o t  h a v e  c o n v e y e d  h e r  w is h  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  so 
m o re  e tio n g iy .

W h o n  h o r  r e t r e a t in g  fo rm  w a s  h id d e n  b y  th e  
f r a g r a n t  o ra n g e  tre e s , w h ic h  w e ro  p l a n t e d  w h e re  
t h e i r  b e a u t i fu l  o d o r  e h o u id  e n te r  p a r t i c u la r  
o h a m b e rs ,  t h e  w o m a n , w h o  i t  m a y  b e  s u rm ise d  
w a s  l i u t h  S e a to n , t u rn o d  to  A rn o ld ,  a n d  .s «id, 
“ Y ou w ere  s u rp r is e d  b y  a n  in te rv ie w  I  p e rs u m o  
to  h a v e  b e e n  q u i te  u n e x p e c te d .”

“ I  w as, in d e e d  ”
“ I  c o u ld  e x p e c t  n o  le a s ;  fo r  i t  w a s  t h e  off­

s p r in g  ( f a  s u d d e n  t h o u g h t  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  a  
c o m b in a tio n  o f  fa v o r in g  c irc u m s ta n c e s . I  p e r ­
c e iv e d  a n d  se iz e d , t h e  c h a n c e  to  a s s u re  m e  of 
w h a t  I  d e s ire d  to  k n o w .’'

“ W h a t  w as t h a t  ?"
*• W h e th e r  y o u  lo v ed  A m y, n o t  w i th  t h e  t r a n s ­

ie n t  p a s s io n  o f th e  lo rd lm «  o r  s c io n  o f  f a s h i .n ,  
b u t  a s  a  t r u e  a n d  h o n o r a b le  m a n .”

“  W e l l  !”
" W e ll—a y e  I w e ll  ! I f  y o u , L o rd  A rn o ld —n o t ­

w i th s ta n d in g  y o u r  h ig h  s ta t io n  b e  n o t  o n e  of 
t h e  b a s e s t  a n d  m o s t  t r e a c h e r o u s  s c o u n d re ls  o n  
e a r th ,  yi u  d o  lo v e  h e r  f a i th fu l ly  a n d  t r u ly .”

“ A nd h o n o ra b ly  !"
“ A u d  h o n o ra b ly —fo r  y o u  h a v e  o ffe red  h e r  y o u  

h a n d ."
“ In te n d in g  to  p e r s i s t  in  t h a t  o ffe r , h o w so e v e r  

lo n g  th e  t im e  o r  g r e a t  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  m a y  
ta k e  p la c e .”

“  B a t  y o u  m a y  be  in d u c e d  to  a l t e r  t h a t  d e te r ­
m in a t io n .”

*• N e v e r  !”
"  I  s a y  y o u  m a y .”
“ A n d  I  d e n y  i t .  N o th in g  b u t  t h e  r e je c t io n  o f 

т л  h a n d  b y  À m y , o r  h e r  u n fa i th fu ln e s s  to  m o, 
w h ic h  I b e lie v e  to  b e  w h o lly  im p o s s ib le , . c a u  
m a k e  m e  sw e rv e  f ro m  w h a t  I  d e c la r e  to  b e  m y  
s o le m n  a n d  s a c re d  i n te n t io n .”

“ Y o u r f a m ily  w ill  d i s c o u n te n a n c e  h e r .”
“ A n d  if  th e y  d o —m y se lf  a lso .”
"  I  w o u ld  n o t  th ro w  a  s lu r  u p o n  A m v ’e p u r i t y  ; 

I  b e h o v e  h e r  to  o e  a s  f re e  f ro m  s in  in  a c t  o r  
t h o u g h t  a s  a  n e w  b o rn  in fa n t ,  b u t  u p o n  h e r  o rig in , 
I  a m  n o t  p r e p a r e d  to  sa y  t h a t  s h e  is  f re e  f ro m  
s ta in .”

“ S h e  is  h u m b le  Jn b i r t h ,  b u t  y e t  I  w ill  w e d  
h e r .”

“ W h a t.  L o rd  A rn o ld , i f  sh e  b e  t h e  c h ild  o f s in  
a n d  s h a m e  ?”

T h e  w o m a n  g r ip p in g  h i s  w r is t ,  u t t e r e d  th e s o  
w o id s  w i th  s ta r t l in g  e m p h a s is .

L o rd  A rn o ld  s h ru n k  b a c k , i t  m a y  w i th  t r u t h  b e  
s a id  h o rrif ie d .

T h e  worn-; n  y e t  h e ld  h im  firm ly .
• T h e  c h ild  is  n o t  to  b l a m e —sh o  c a n n o t  h e lp  

h e rio r ig in . S h e  is  s ti l  p u re , a n d  g e n tle ,  a u d  good, 
a n d  b o a u ti fu l  e v e n  a s  th o u g h  sh o  w ero  th o  
d a u g h te r  o f a  s a in t .  B u t  re f le c t,  w o u ld  y o u  ta k e  
to  y o u r  a rm s  a s  y - .u r  w ife , a u d  o n d o w  w i th  y o u r  
p ro u d  t i t le ,  t h e  d a u g h te r  o f a —”

“ H old  !” c rie d  L o rd  A rn o ld  v e h e m e n t ly .  “  W h y  
d o  y o u  sh o c k  a n d  w  u n d  m e  th u s  b y  y o u r  t e r ­
r ib le  a s s e r t io n '9 W h o  a re  y o u  ?—b y  w h a t  r ig h t  
do  y o u  a s su m e  to  y o u rse lf  t h o  p o w e r  o f  m a k in g  
a  r e v e la t io n  so  d re a d fu l  ?”

“ I  a m  K u th  S e a to n .”
“ l i u t h  H eato n  ! t h e  w ife  o f S e a to n  ?”
“ T h e  s a m e  ”
L o rd  A rn o ld  p la c e d  h is  h a n d  u p o n  h i s  h e a r t  

t h e  p a in  t h e r e  w a s  so  a c u  e.
“ Y ou. t h e n —y o u ,"  h e  g a sp e d , “ a r e  th o  m o th e r  

o f  A m y ? ”
“ N o m a t t e r —o f t h a t  a n o n  ! I  a s k  y o u , a s  a  

t r u e  a n d  lo y a l  m a n ,  lo v in g  t h a t  g e n tle  co n fid in g  
g i r l  a s  y o u  p ro fe s s  to  d o , w h e th e r  y o u  y e t  lo v e  
h e r  s o  m u o h  t b a t  y o u  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  g o  t a e

le n g th  o f  t h e  sa c r ific e  I  su g g est 
H e  p re s s e d  h is  h a n d s  o v e r  h ie  f o re h e a d  a n d  

te m p le s .  S h o u ld  t h i s  b e  t r u e  ! H is  A m y  
t h e  ; c h i ld  o f a  s h a m e le s s  w a n to n  — th e  off­
s p r in g  o f a  d isg ra c e fu l  c r im e !  A h !  h o w  t r e ­
m e n d o u s ly  h e  su ffe re d  in  t h e  re f le c t io n . P r id e  
—p r iu e  ! w h a t  f e a r fu l  e x a c t io n s  y o u  m a k e  f ro m  
th o s e  w o o  g iv e  y o u  a u  a b id in g  p la c e  w i th in  
t h e i r  b o so m s  !

T h e n  A m y , a s  h e  h a d  f ir s t  s e e n  h e r ,  so  i n n o ­
c e n t  in  m a n n e r ,  so  p u r e  in  th o u g h t,  so  lo v e ly  in  
fa c e  a n d  fo rm , p r e s e n te d  h e r s e l f  t o  b is  v is io n , 
a n d  h e  f e l t  h o w  g r e a t  w o u ld  b e  t h e  c ru e l ty  o n  
h is  p a r t ,  to  sa c r if ic e  h e r  to  a  s e n t im e n t ,  H e  f e l t  
c o n v in c e d  s h e  r e t a in e d  n o n e  o f t h e  im p u r i ty  o u t  
o f  w h ic h  s h e  s p ra n g , a a d  t h a t  h e  c a s t  h e r  off fo r  
a  s in , h e r  o n ly  c o n u e o tio n  w i th  w h ic h  w as, t h a t  
sh e  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  to  b e a r  t h e  s h a m e  fo r  a n  
e r r o r  n o t  h e r  o w n , h e r  h e a r t  w o u ld  b re a k , a n d  a n  
e a rly , s o rro w in g  d e s c e n t  In to  t h e  g ra v e  b e  h e r  
d o o m .

“ N o, b y  h e a v e n  1” h e  ^ ex c la im e d  im p e tu o u s ly ,
“ I  lo v e  h e r  w i th  t h e  p u r e s t  t r u t n  a n d  s in c e r ity . 
I n  m y  a ffe c tio n  fo r  h e r  t h e r e  is  n o  t a i n t  o f  ba*e- 
n ess.^and , a s  f a r  a s  h e r  h a p p in e s s  is  c o n c e rn e d , 
n o n e  o f se lf. I  lo v e  h e r  so  w e ll—so  w e ll, R u th  
S e a to n , t h a t  e v e n  s h o u ld  t h i s  d re a d fu l  a s s e r t io n  
y o u  h a v o  p ro ffe re d , p re v e  t ru e ,  I  w il l  v e t  t a k e  
h e r ,  in n o c e n t ,  p u r e  a n d  b la m e le s s  a s  s h e  ie, to  
m y  h e a r t ,  p ro u d  s ti l l  t h a t  sh e  is  m y  w ife .’’

I t  s e a m e d , w h e n  A rn o ld  m a d e  th i s  a s s e r t io n ,  
t h a t  t h e  w o m an  su ffe re d  f ro m  a  b r ie f ,  
b u t  v io le n t  h y s te r ic a l  a t t a c k  : sh e . h o w ev er, 
q u ic k ly  re c o v e re d  h e rs e lf ,  a n d  Baid, “ I  p r a y ' 
y o u , L o r d  A rn o ld , to  p e r m i t  m e  to  t a k e  y o u r  
h a n d .”

H e  e x te n d e d  i t  to w a rd s  h e r ;  s h e  w ru n g  i t  w .th  
fo rc e  a n d  e a rn e s tn e s s .

“  I  a m  y o u r  f r ie n d ,  a n d  A m y ’s.” s h e  r e p l ie d .  
I  s w e a r  i t  in  t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  A lm ig h ty  w h o  

g a z es  d o w n  u p o n  m e , w h o  h e a r s  m y  e a th ,  a n d  
w ill  r e g i s te r  i t .  N o w  l is te n  to  m e . N o t  y o u  
a lo n e , b u t  t b e  w h o le  o f  y o u r  fa m ily ,  a r e  in  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r  ; y o u  a r e  o n  th© o u te r  e d g e  o f a  
w h ir lp o o l  i n to  w h ic h , u n le s s  e x t r i c a t e d  b y  th e  
g r e a te s t  sk ill, y o u  w ill  b e  d ra w n , rev o lv in g  m o re  
s w i t t ly  i n to  y o u r  d o o m  a s  t h e  c irc le s  g ro w  s m a l l ­
e r, a n d  b e in g  u l t im a te ly  e n g a lp e d  w i th o u t  th e  
p o s s ib i li ty  o f  r e d e m p tio n .  I t  s h a l l  b e  m y  t a s k  to  
d o  a ll  t h a t  l ie s  in  m y  p o w e r  to  sa v e  y o u  f ro m  a  
fa trt so  f e a r f u l  ав t h a t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  p e rd o te r -  
m iu e d  fo r  y o u - a  f a te  to  w h ic h  y o u r  f a i r  s is te rs ,  
e q u a lly  w i th  y o u rse lf ,  h a v e  b e e n  d e s tin e d ,  a n d  
f ro m  w h ic h  e sc a p e  is  j u s t  n e x t  t o  Іт р о в ч іЬ іе . 
B u t  t h e r e  is  t im e  to  a v e r t  i t ,  a n d  I  w ill  p o in t  o u t  
t o  y o u  t h e  w ay , th o u g h  n o t  n o w , fo r  I  f e a r  t b e  
a p p ro a c h  of t h e  g o n d o la , a n d  y o u  m u s t  d e p a r t  
t h i s  in s t a n t ,  in  c a se  y o u r  p re s e n c e  s h o u ld b e c o m e  
k n o w n  to  th o s e  f ro m  w h o m  i t  is  im p e r a t iv e  to  k e e p  
i t  h id d e n . N ow  m a r k  m e  l;C an  y o u  m a k e  a  f r ie n d  
o f h im  w i th  w h o m  I  eaw  y o u  c o n v e rs in g , w h e n  
I  a d d re s s e d  y o u  o n  t h e  P ia z z *  d e l  D u o m o  ?”

“ A y e—a  t r u e  a n d  s in c e re  f r ie n d .”
“  b e c u re  h im  a t  o n c e . Y ou  w ill  n e e d  h im , o n  a  

se rv ic e  o f  t h e  g r e a te s t  t r u s t .  F u r th e r ,  h a v e  y o u  
se e n  th e  D u c a  d i  B e rg a m o  ?'*

“ I  h a v e ."
“ B e w a re  o f h im  ! H e  is  t h e  m o s t  sp e c io u s  

p la u s ib le ,  f r ie n d ly  se e m in g  m a n  liv in g  ; b u t  th e  
m o s t  t re a c h e ro u s ,  d es ig n in g , r e m o rs e le s s  w re tc h  
t h a t  f a i r  e a r t h  w a s  e v e r  c u rs e d  w ith . H e  is  c lo se ly  
a l l ie d  to  t h e  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in i ,  w h o  is  y o u r  
m o s t  im p la c a b le  fo e .’ ’

“  M in e  ?”
“ Y o u rs  ! N e v e r  f o r  a n  i n e t a n t  lo se  s ig h t  of 

t h a t  : o r  l e t  h e r  p e rc e iv e , b y  g es tu » e  o r  g lan ce , 
t h a t  y o u  d r e a m  o f i t  ; b u t  b e w a re  o f h e r ,  o f a ll  
w ho  w o u ld  c o m p a s s  y o u r  d e s tru c t io n .  N ow  go ? 
t h e  g o n d o lie r  a w a i ts  y o u .”

S h e  d id  n o t  p e rm i t  a n o th e r  w o rd , b u t  g lid e d  
s te a l th i ly  a w a y , w h ile  h e  h a s te n e d  to  t h e  p lac e  
w h e re  h e  fo u n d  th e  g o n d o la  a w a i t in g  h im ,  le a p e d  
in to  it, a n d  o n c e  m o re , a f t e r  a  s w if t  p a s sa g e  o n  
th o  A rn o , fo u n d  h im s e lf  in  t h e  P ia z z a  d e l  D u o m o .

C H A P T E R  ХѴ П .
T H E  S IS T E R  О Г  ftfUBOT.

L o r d  A rn o ld  D e  la  M ore , o n  h i s  r e t u r n  to  F lo r ­
e n c e , a f t e r  h is  in te r v ie w  w i th  A m y , d isc o v e re d  
t h a t  h is  a d v e n tu r e s  h a d  n o t  c e a se d . S o m e  th ro e  
o r  fo u r  d a y s  s u b s e q u e n t ly ,  o n  r e tu r n in g  to  h is  
h o te l ,  h e  fo u n d  a w a i t in g  h im  a  n o te ,  w h ic h  u p o n  

ts  s u p e r s c r ip t io n  c o n ta in e d  a n  in t im a t io n  t h a t  
t s  c o n te n ts  w e re  u rg e n t .  H e  to re  i t  o p e n , a n d  

r e a d  a s  fo llo w s : “ b a  c o n f id e n t ,  a n d  f e a r  n o t  ! 
T h e  b e a re r  o f t h i s  w ill  w a i t  fo r  y o u  a t  e ig h t  t o ­
n ig h t,  b y  t h e  P ia z z a  d e l  D u o m o , o n  t h e  e a s te rn  
ьі о of t h e  c a th e d r a l  : h e  w ill c o n d u c t  y o u  to  
o n e  w h o  h a s  m u c h  to  r e l a te  to  y o u , in  w h ic h  y o u  
a n d  th o s e  n e a r ly  c o n n e c te d  w i th  y o u  a re  d e e p ly  
in te r e s te d .  D o  n o t  re fu s e  o n e  w h o  im p lo re s  y o u  
—w h o  h a s  th o  r ig h t  to  c o m m a n d  1”

“ H a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o m m a n d  !”  r e p e a t e d  L o rd  
A r n o l d  b e w i l d e r e d .  ‘ T h e r e  i s  b u t  o n e  w h o  h a s
th e  n a tu r a l  r ig h t  to  d o  so, s a v e  M e rc ifu l pow -
e is ?  I f  th is  s h  -u ld  h a v e  so m e  re fe re n c e  to  h e r  
e x is te n c e  ? B u t,  n o  ! i t  is  im p o s s ib le  ! Y e t, w h a t  
c a n  bo t h e  o b je c t  o f t h e  d e s ire d  in te r v ie w ?  W h a t  
i s  t h e r e  w h ic h  c a n  be  of i n te r e s t  to  m e ,a n d  th o s e  
n e a r ly  r e l a te d  to  m e , i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  e m b ra o e  in -  
f  r m a t io n  re s p e c tin g  h e r ?  W o u ld  t h a t  I  k n ew  
h o r  l a t e ?  I  w o u ld  d a re  m u c h  to  l e a r n  i t .  T h is  
m y s te r io u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n t,  w h o  c la im s  th e  
r ig h t  to  c o m m a n d  m y  a c t io n s ,  m u s t  d e s ire  to  
c o n v e y  so m e  s u c h  i f t t im a t io n  I  w ill go a n d  u n ­
r a v e l  th e  m e a n in g  of t h i s  s in g u la r  a p p e a l .” 

H a v in g  p ro v id e d  h im s e lf  w i th  a  b ra c e  o f  p i s ­
to ls  h e  th r e w  a  c lo a k  a ro u n d  h im , a t  t h e  h o u r  
a p p o in te d  d i re c te d  h i s  s te p s  to  t h e  s p o t  n a m e d  
in  t h e  n o te ,  a n d  g a z ed  a b o u t  h im  fo r  t h e  g u id e  
w h o  w a s  to  c o n d u c t  h im  to  t h e  w r i te r  o f  t h e  
n o te .

A t  f ir s t  h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  p e rç o iv e  a n y o n e  ; b u t  
u p o n  p e e r in g  in to  t h e  d e e p  sh a d o w s  th ro w n  b y  
th e  m a s s iv e  b u ild in g  o n  i t s  e a s t e r n  s id e , h e  d i s ­
c e rn e d  a  m a n  m u ff le d  in  a  c lo a k , a n d  h ie  fac e  
n e a r ly  c o n  o a lo d  b y  a  s lo u c h e d  h a t ,  s e e m in g ly  
w a tc h in g  h im  ; h e  d re w  n e a r  to  h im , a n d ,  on  
со 11 in g  u p  c lo se , t h e  s tr a n g e r ,  in  a  lo w  to n e , sa id  
in  E n g l is h ,  th o u g h  w i th  a  s tro n g  I t a l i a n  a c c e n t ,  
“ T h o  r ig h t  to  c o m m a n d  ! ”

L o rd  A r n o l d  e y e d  h im  f ro m  h e a d  to  fo o t  w i th ­
o u t  b e i u g  a b  e  to  e l i c i t  m o re  t h a n  h e  h a d  a lre a d y  
k n o w  ; a n d ,  th e r« fo re ,  w i th  a n  i n c l in a t io n  of th e  
h o a d ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  to n e  a s  t n e  m a n  a d o p te d , 
h e  s a i d ,  “ L e a d  o n  ! ”

T h o  m a n  se e m e d  t o  n e e d  n o  u rg in g , b u t  h u r r ie d  
a w a y  w i tu  a  c w ift  fo o t,  so  t h a t  L iord A rn o ld  
fo u n d  i t  s o m e w h a t  d iff ic u lt  to  k e e p  u p  
w ith  h im . H e  m a d e  h ia  w a y  to  t h e  h u m b le  
p a r t  o f  t h e  c ity ,  a u d , a f te r  w in d in g  th ro u g h  
a  v a r ie ty  o f n a r ro w  tu rn in g s ,  w h ic h  w ere  
c o m p lic a te d  a n d  p e rp le x in g , b e  p a u s e d  b e fo re  
t h e  d o o r  o f  a  h o u s e  of t h e  p o o re r  c lass , a n d  t a p ­
p e d  w ith  h is  k n u c k le s  t h r e e  t im e s  T h e  d o o r , a t  
t h is  s ig n a l, w a s  o p e n e d  b y  so m e  c o n tr iv a n c e ,  
a n d  td e  m a n  e n te r e d ,  b e c k o n in g  fo r  L o r d  A r­
n o ld  to  f  о lo w  h im , H e  d id  so, a n d  th e  m a n ,  a s  
so o n  a s  h e  h a d  p a s se d  o v e r  th e  t h r e s h o ld  of 
th e  d o o r , c lo se d  i t ,  t h u s  p la c in g  b o th  in  u t t e r  
d a rk n e s s ,

H is  g u id e  w h is p e re d  to  h im  to  t r e a d  w i th  
s te a l th y  s te p s , a n d  s h e a  to o k  h im  b y  th e  h a n d ,  
a n d  led  h im  g& ntly a lo n g  o v e r  a  s t* n e  floo r, u n t i l  
a  f lig h t o f s to n e  e ta i r s  w a s  g a in e d , u p  w h ic h  th e  
m a n  a s c e n d e d , le a d in g  A rn o ld  a f t e r  h im ,  u n t i l  
h e  r e a c h e d  th e  to p , a n d  th e n  h e  p u s h e d  o p e n  в 
d o o r  a u d  e n te re d  a n  a p a r tm e n t ,  fo llo w e d  b y  A r­
n o ld , w h o  s te p p e d  aa n o ise le ss ly  a s  b e fo re . A 
s ig h t  p re s e n  e d  i ts e lf  t:> h is  g a z e  w h io h  s ta r t l e d  
a n d  in te r e s te d  h im . I t  w as a  Wed c h a m b e r  in to  
w h io h  h e  h a d  b e e n  u s h e re d ,  p la in ly  a n d  s im p ly  
fu rn is h e d .  B y  *he fee b le  ra v e  o f a  ta p e r ,  h e  p e r-  
o e iv ed  t h a t  o n  th e  p a l l e t  la y  a  y o u n g  a n d  f a i r  
g irl , a b o u t  tw e lv e  y e a r*  o f  age, w h o  se em e d  
p r o s t  a te d  u n d e r t th e  m a l ig n a n t  in f la e n c e  o f so m e  
d e s tro y in g  m a la d y . H e r  face , p u r e  a s  P a r i a n  
m a rb le , s e e m e d  l ik e  a  s e ra p h  in  s ln m b e r .  T h e  
lip s  w e re  s lig h tly  a p a r t ,  a n d  h e r  eye* w e re  closed , 
S h e  w as in  t h a t  m o tio n le s s  re p o se  w h ic h  u s u a lly  
a c ts  a s  a  h e ra ld  o f t h a t  lon g , lo n g  s leep , f ro m  
w h e n c e  t h e r e  w ill b e  n o  a w a k e n in g  u n t i l  t h e  
ju d g m e n t  h o u r .

A t t h e  p a l l e t  s id e  k n e l t  a  S is te r  o f M ercy  in  
p ra y e r .  S h e  w ae  so  a b s o rb e d  in  h e r  d e v o tio n s , 
t h a t  sh e  w as a s  s t i l l  a n d  m o tio n le s s  a s  th e  o n e  
u p o n  th e  b e d . U p o n  a  s m a l l  t a b le  w e re  o n e  o r  
tw o  c u p s  a n d  p h ia le  c o n ta in in g  m e d ic in e s . I t  w as 
e v id e n t  t h a t  th o  8  s te r  of M eroy  w as f illin g  th e  
p la c e s  of d o c to r ,  p r ie s t ,  a n d  n u r te ,

T h e  g u id e  s te p p e d  l ig h t ly  u p  to  h e r  a n d  to u o h e d  
h e r  u p o n  th e  sh o u ld e r .  S h e  lo o k ed  u p  a t  h im , 
a n d  h e  m a d e  a  g e s tu re  w i th  h i s  t h u m b  o v e r  h is  
s h o u ld e r .  “ T h e  s ig n o r  is  h e re ,” h e  s a id , l a c o n ­
ica lly .

T h o  n u n  tu r n e d  h e r  h e a d  a n d  p e rc e iv e d  A r­
n o ld , S h e  in s t a n t ly  d rew  h e r  v e il  o v e r  h e r  f e a t ­
u re s , a n d  w h is p e re d  to  t h e  g u id e , “ N o t  h e re , 
P ie tr o  ; n o t  h e re , goo d  f r ie n d  . " a n d  s h e  p o in te d  
w i th o u t.  A g a in  w h is p e rin g  t e  h im , h e  b u w e d  h is  
h e a d  in  re s p o n s e , a n d  r e t i re d ,  w i th d ra w in g  L o rd  
A rn o ld  f ro m  th e  c h a m b e r  o f s ic k n e ss , a n d  b e a r in g  
h im  in to  a n o th e r ,  w h e re  h e  l e f t  h im  in  t e t a l  
d a rk n e ss ,

T h u s  h e  r e m a in e d  fo r  tw e  o r  t h re e  m in u te s  
w o n d e r in g , w h e n  th e  d o o r  g e n tly  o p e n e d , a n d  
th e  n u n  m a d e  h e r  a p p e a r a n c e  b e a r in g  a  la m p , 
wuobh f lic k e r in g  r a y s  m o s t  in a d e q u a te ly  f illed  
th e  s m a l l  ro o m  in  w n ic h  t h e y  w e re . S h e  s a t  i t  
d o w n , a n d  m o tio n e d  h im  to  a  s e a t  ; H e  
o b e y e d , a n d  sh e  a ls o  s e a te d  h e rs e lf .  H e r  fac e  
w as c o v e re d  w i th  a  th ic k  v e il , b u t  h e  c o u ld  
t e l l  t h a t  sh e  r e g a rd e d , th ro u g h  it»  fo ld s , h is  f e a t ­
u re s  w i th  in te n s e  in te r e s t .

H e r  h a n d s  sh o  c la s p e d  to g e th e r  u p o n  h e r  
knoes, a n d  h e r  w h o le  f ra m e  sh o o k , a s  th o u g h  
c o n v u ls e d  w i th  In te n s e  e m o tio n . O n ce  o r  tw ic e  
sh e  e s sa y e d  t o  s p e a k , e a o h  t im e  h a l f  r is in g , a s  if  
sh e  w o u ld  h a v o  n a s t i ly  a p p ro a e b e d  h im , b u t  sh e  
c h e c k e d  h e rs e lf ,  a n d  s a t  d o w n  а к а іп .

H e  w a tc h e d  h e r  m o tio n s  w i th  s u rp r is e  a n d  
a n x ie ty  A t  l e n g th  h e  s a id , “ P a r d o n  m y  im p a ­
tie n c e , b u t  t h e  s in g u la r  o o n te n ts  o f  y o u r  n- te  
a d d re s s e d  to  m e, a n d  th e  m y s te ry  a t t e n d in g  i t ,  
r e n d e r s  m e  e x tr e m e ly  a n x io u s  to  a r r iv e  a t  a n  
e lu c id a tio n .  W ill y o u  th e re fo re ,  s ig n o ra , in d u lg e  
m e  w i th  a n  e x p la n a t io n  ? ”

H e  sp o k e  in  t h e  I t a l i a n  to n g u e , b u t  sh e  a n ­
s w e re d  h im  m  E n g l is h ,  in  a  f a l te r in g ,  fee b le  
to n e .

“ I —I —p r a y  y o u  to  b e a r  w i th  m e , s i r , ” sh e  
m u rm u re d ,  “ fo r  a  m in u te  o r  so, E x c e ss iv e  a g ita ­
t io n  o v e rp o w e rs  m e, a n d  p a ra ly s e s  m y  e ffo r ts  to  
s p e a k  c a lm ly  a n d  c le e r ly . I  h a v e —I  h a v e  b o rn e  
m u c h  — v e ry  m u o h  ; h a  - e  e n d u re d  i t ,  a id e d  
b y  h e a v e n ’s g rac e , w i th  f irm n e s s —e v e n  w i th  r e s ­
ig n a tio n . I —I —t r u s t  I  s h a l l  b e  a b le  t o  u n d e rg o  
th e  t r i a l  o f h i s  in te rv ie w  w ith  y on , w i th  fo r t i tu d e ,  
a n d , a t  l e a s t ,  w i th o u t  a n y  o u tw a rd  e x h ib i t io n  of 
ag o n v  o r  t o i t u r e  of feoul, w h ic h  m a y  d i s tu r b  y o u , 
o r  r e n d e r  i t  o n e  o f  p a in f u l  u n p le a s a n tn e s s  to  
y o u .n

“ I  a m  s u re  o f t h a t , ” h e  e x c la im e d :  “ y o u r  
m a n n e r  a n d  y o u r  s e n tim e n ts  a s su re  m e  t h a t  su  h  
is  y o u r  w ish , a n d  b e lie v e , I  w o u ld  n o t  d is t r e s s  
y o u  w illin g ly  ; b u t  y o u  h a v e  to u c h e d  u p o p  a  
■ h o rd , b y  th e  in d e f in i te  e x p re s s io n  o f  y o u r  n o te ,  
t h a t  v ib ra te s  t o  m y  h e a r t ,  fo» i t  s e e m s  to  t e l l  m e  
t h a t  v o u  c a n  c o m m u n ic a te  t id in g s  o f  o n e  w ho , 
th o u g h  sh e  h a s  fo r  y e a rs  b e e n  d e a d  to  m e , ia  d e a r  
—m o s t  d e a r —to  m y  h e a r t ."

T h o  n u n  ro 8 « ,l a s t i ly  a n d  q u i t t e d  t h e  ro o m .a n d  
A rn o ld  th o u g h t ,  t h e  m o m e n t  h e  w a s  a lo n e  ho  
c o u ld  h e a r ,  n o t  f a r  off, t h e  s m o th e re d ,  a g o n iz e d  
s o b s  o f a  w o m a n .

H e  s a t  in  p a in f u l  w o n d e r , s i l e n t  a n d  w i th o u t  
m o tio n , w a i tin g  th e  r e a p p e a r a n c e  o f t h e  S is te r  o f  
M e rc y ;  p r e s e n t ly  s h e  r e tu r n e d  t o  t b e  r o o m , b u t  
s h e  w as th is  t im e  m o re  c a lm  a n d  se lf-p o sse ssed  
t h a n  sh e  h a d  b o o n  p re v io u s ly . A g a in  s h e  se a te d  
h e rs e l f  o p p o s ite  to  h im  a n d  in  c le a r e r  a n d  
s te a d ie r  to n e s  sa id , “ I  h a v e  m a d e  se r io u s  c la im s  
u p o n  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n ,  b u t  I  t r u * t  y o u  w ill 
g r a n t  m e  y o u r  in d u lg e n c e , I  h a d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I  
h a d  sc h o o le d  myN»lf t o  m e e t  a n y  su c h  e v e n t  a s  
th is ,  w i th im p a s s iv e n e s s .  I f i n d t h a t t h e  fee lin g s  
ot e a r l i e r  t im e s  a r e  l a t e n t  o n l y ,  n o t  t x t i n o t .  X  |

h a v e  s o u g h t  t h i s  in te rv ie w , L o r d  A rn o ld , t o  re -  j 
l a to  a n d  t o  l is te n ,  to  e x p la in , a n d , i f  n o t ,  to  j 
re c e iv e  e x p la n a t io n  ; to  l e a r n  m u c h  t h a t  v o u  j 
c a n  c o m m u n ic a te  : b u t  e re  I  c o m m e n c e  th o  h is -  ! 
to ry  o f  t h a t  w h 'c h  y o u  d e s ir e  to  k n o w , I  m u s t  j 
h a v e  y o u r  ргош і8е,васгѳ> ly  g iv en  a n d  h o l ily  p re -  i 
s e rv e d , t h a t  y o u  w ill  n o t  s e e n  to  k n o w  w h o  I  a m  j 
o r  e n d e a v o r  to  d isc o v e r  o r  t o  p ro v e  n. o  o th e r  j 
t h a n  I  s e e m . T h is  o n ce  g iv en  to  m e, I  w il l  s p e a k  J 
t o  y o u  w i th o u t  r e s e rv e , a n d  o f o n e  w h o  h a s  fo r  
y e a r s  b e e n  d e a d  to  y o u , a u d  t o  t h o s e  n e a re s t  | 
a n d  d e a re s t  t o  y o u —a n d , H e a v e n  k n o w s, to  h e r - -  j 
t o  h e r ! ”

L o r d  A rn o ld  h e s i t a te d  ; t h e n  h e  s o u g h t  to  b e  
r e le a s e d  f ro m  su c h  te r m s  ; t n e n  t h e  n u n  w as 
im m o v e a b le , a n d  h e  a t  l a s t  c o n s e n te d , b u t  w ith  
g r e a t  r e lu c ta n c e ,  to  h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t  H o g ave  
h i s  s a c re d  w o rd  o f h o n o r  n_.t to  e n d e a v o r  to  d is­
c o v e r  w h o  sh e  r e a l ly  w as, a n d  t h e n  d ra w in g  a  
lo n g  b r e a th ,  a s  th o u g h  t o  n e rv e  h e rs e l f  to  h e r  
t a s k ,  s h e  q o m m e n c e d  b y  s a y in g , “ W a rre n ,  E a r l  
D e  l a  M ore, s o o n  a f te r  h e  c a m e  in  p o sse s s io n  of 
h i s  t i t le ,  m e t—a t  a  b r i l l i a n t  a s se m b ly  a t  th e  
h o u se  o f  th e  m in i s t e r  o f t h e  d a y —C ec ile  A u d ley . 
H e  w a s  y o u n g , a m ia b le , h a n d s o m e , a n d  e n o r ­
m o u s ly  r ic h .  r h e ,  y o u n g , e s te e m e d  b e a u ti fu l ,  
l iv e ly , v a in , p ro u d , th o u g h tle s s  a n d  p o o r .  H e r  
e d u c a t io n  h a d  b e e n  m is d ir e c te d  ; bhe  h a d  b e e n  
t a u g h t  to  s m o th e r  t h e  p r o m p t in g s  o f  h e r  h e a r t ,  
—to  r e m e m b e r  n o th in g  b u t  h e r  p r o u d  lin e a g e , 
w h ic h  w a s  e s t im a te d  a t  a n  e q u iv a le n t  
to  t h e  r ic h e s t  d o w ry , a n d  d e m a n d in g , 
in  a n  a ll ia n c e , h ig h  r a n k  a n d  v a s t  w e a lth . 
I n  W a rr e n  D e l a  M o re  th e a e  w e re  u n i te d ,  a n d  
C ec ile  A u d le y  w a s  u rg e d —to o  w e ll d id  s h e  fu lf il  
h e r  i n s t r u c t io n s ,  f o r  in  e n s la v in g  h im , s h o  be- 
o a m e  h e rs e i f  e n s la v e d . T h e y  w e re  m a r r ie d ,  
a n d  fo r  s o m e  t im e  t h e y  l iv e d  th e  m o s t  b lis s fu l, 
h a p p y  l ife  i t  is  p o s s ib le  fo r  h u m a n  d i-s tin y  to  
re a l iz e  o n  e a r t h  ; b u t  t h e  C - im te ss  D e  la  M ore, 
a s  a  n a tu r a l  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  u n f o r tu n a te  e d u c a t io n
sh e  re c e iv e d  w a s  c a r r ic io u s ,  w i l fu l----------- ”

“ I  w o u ld  n o t  w il lin g ly  i n te r r u p t  y o u ,” i n t e r ­
p o se d  A rn o ld ,“b u t  th e s e  h a r s h  te rm s ,  a s  a p p lie d  
to  m y  m o th e r ,  w o u n d  m e : 1 

“ N a y , i t  is  i n e s t im a b le  iu  y o u  th u s  t o  d e fe n d  
h e r ,” r e tu r n e d  th e  n u n  in  t o n e s  o f e m o tio n . “Ah! 
w e re  sh e  h e re  to  h e a r  y o u , i t  w o u ld  l ig h te n  h e r  
b u r d e n  of a ff l ic t io n  ; b u t  sh e  w ill k n o w  i t  a n d  
h e r  h e a r t  w ill  g low  w ith  b e a m i  g jo y , to  l e a r n  
t h a t  h e r  m e m o ry  is  c h e i i s h e d  s t i l l  w i th  t e n d e r ­
n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t ,  b y  th o se  in  w h o se  f o n d e s t  e s t i ­
m a t io n  s h e  h o p e s  to  d w e ll. H o w e v e r, t r u t h  
m u s t  b e  to ld . I t  is  w ell. L o rd  A rn o ld , t h a t  h e r  
fa i l in g s  e x te n  'e d  n o t  b ey o n  h e r  w a y w a rd  c a ­
p r ic e  ; w e ll t h a t  t h e  in d o m i ta b le  p r id e ,  in s t i l le d  
in to  h e r  f ro m  h e r  in fa n c y ,  s to o d  b y  h e r  in  
t h e  d ro a d  h o u r  o t t e m p ta t io n ,  a n d  s a v e d  h e r  
w h e n  j e a lo u s y ,  c o n c e it ,  a n d  t h e  h o rv ib lo  su g g e s­
t io n s  o f r e t a l i a t i o n  w o u ld  h a v e  h u r le d  h e r  to  
p e rd i t io n .

“ D u r in g  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f D e  l a  M ore H a ll,  t h e  
E a r l  a n d  C o u n te s s  D e  l a  M o re  p a s s e d  m u c h  o f 
t h e i r  t im e  a b ro a d .  S o m e  p o r t io n  o f t h e  t o u r  
w a s  s p e n t  in  P a r i s  a n d  К о т е ,  b u t  t h e  m o s t  
le n g th e n e d  p e r io d  w a s  p a s se d  in  t h i s  c i ty .”

“ £n th i s  c ity  ?” e x c la im e d  A rn o ld .
“ E v e n  h e re . I t  h a d  b e e n  w e ll f o r  b o th ,  h a d  

th e y  n e v e r ,  n e v e r  s--en i t .  I t  w a s  h e re  t h a t  th e y  
fo rm e d  a n  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  a n  I t a l i a n  la d y  of 
r a n k ,  w h o so , n a m e  fo r  t h e  p re s e n t  i t  i s  m y  in ­
te n t io n  to  co n c ea l. S h o  w a s  f a s c in a t in g  b e y o n d  
th e  u s u a l  p o w e r  of y o u n g , lo v e ly , a n d  a  t r a c t iv e  
w o m a n , a n d  s h e  p a id  a s s id u o u s  c o u r t  to  t h e  
C o u n te s s  D o la  M ore. Sho  p ro fe s s e d  th o  g r e a te s t  
a f fe c tio n  f o r  h e r ,  a n d  se e m e d  n e v e r  h a ,  p y , u n ­
le s s  w i th  h e r  S h e  w as fo llo w e d  c lo s e -у b y  a  
y o u n g  a n d  s tr ik in g ly  h a n d s o m e  I t a l i a n  n o b le , 
w h o  p ro fe s s e d  fo r  h e r  t h e  m o s t  a r d e n t  d e v o tio n , 
b u t ,  w i th o u t  a b s  lu te !у  d isc a rd in g  h im , t h e  la d y  
re fu s e d  to  a c c e p t  h is  a d d re s se s .

“ F o r  so m e  t  m e  m a t t e r s  p ro c e e d e d  th u s ,  w h e n  
t h e  C o u n te s s  D e  la  M o re  b e c a m e  c o n sc io u s  o f 
t h r e e  t e r r ib le  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  : f ir s t,  t h a t  h e r  I t a l ­
i a n  f r ie n d  w as, w i th  c o n s u m m a te  sk ill, 
a n d  w i th o u t  s e e m in g  to  d o  so  u n d e rm in ­
in g  h e r  m-.-et r ig id ly  v i r tu o u s  p r in c ip le s —b y  
i l lu s t r a t io n s  : b y  sp e c io u s  a rg u m e n ts  : b y  
p la u s ib le  r e a s o n in g :  by v o lu p tu o u s  im a g e s — 
m e rc ifu l  h e a v e n  ! h o r r ib le  e v e n  to  r e m e m b e r  : 
b y  a lm o s t  o ffe r in g  e x a m p le , s h e  s o u g h t,  b y  m a k ­
in g  h e r  la x  in  m o ra l i ty ,  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  a n  in ­
f r in g e m e n t  o f t h e  m a r r ia g e  vow , i f  k e p t  s e c re t,  
w a s  a  s in , v e n ia l  in  i t .  e lf , a n d  e a s i ly  to  b e  
a to n e d .”

L o rd  A rn o ld  s p ru n g  to  h i s  fe e t ,  a n d  p a c e d  th e  
ro o m , p re s s in g  h is  « le n c lie d  h a n d s  to  h is  b r e a s t  
in  a g o n y , a n d  g ro a n in g  w i th  a n g u is h .

T h e  n u n  r e m o v e d  th e  th ro n g in g  te a r s  f ro m  
h e r  e y e s  a n d  t h e n  m o tio n in g  A rn o ld  t o  r e t u r n  to  
h is  s e a t ,  sh-» c o n tin u e d  h e r  n a r r a t iv e .

“  A t t h e  t im e  s h e  b e c am e  c o n c io u s  o f th is ,  sh e  
w o k e  to  t h e  f a c t  t b a t  t h e  y o u n g  I ta l i a n  n o b le ­
m a n  h a d  a b a n d o n e d ,  th o u g h  n o t  o u tw a rd ly , 
h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  h i s  fo rm e r  p a s s io n , a n d  n o w  
s e c re tly  i n t im a te d  to  t h e  c o n te s s a  a  f e r v e n t  
a d o ra t io n  fo r  h e r —”

A gain  A rn o ld  in te r r u p te d  h e r ,  t h is  t im o  b y  a  
f ie rce  e x c la m a t io n  , b u t  sh o  b eg g ed  h im  to  b e  
p a t i e n t ,  a u d  to  h e a r  h e r  o u t .

“ b h e d  d n o t  a t  f i r s t  n o t ic e  m o re  t h a n  th a n  
h e  w a s  a t t e n t iv e  to  h e r —t h a t  s h e  f o u n d  h i s  ey e s  
b e n t  u p o n  h e r  m o re  c o n s ta n t ly  t h a n  w a s  p lea s in g  
—a n d  t h a t  w h o n  h e r  h a n d  c a m e  in  c o n ta c ü  w i th  
h ie , t h e  p ro ss u re  w a s  m o re  d e c id e d  t h a n  e t i ­
q u e t te ,  o r  g o o d  b re e d in g , p e rm i t te d .  S t i l l  sh e  
d id  n o t  rec o g n iz e  i t s  in te n t io n  u n t i l  h e  sp o k e , 
u n d t h e n  t h e  t r u t h  b u r s t  u p o n  h e r .”

“ B u t  sb e  s p u rn e d  th e  s c o u n d re l—a n d  a n n i­
h i la te d  h im  w i th  h e r  c o n te m p tu o u s  s c o rn  ?” v e ­
h e m e n t ly  c r ie d  A rn o ld .

T h e  n u n  e n t r e a te d  h im  to  b e  c a lm  a n d  c o n ­
t in u e d ,  ‘ T h is  f e a r f u l  d i  c o v e ry  w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  
b y  t h a t  o f f in d iu g  h o r  h u s b a n d  re s e rv e d , g lo o m y , 
a b r u p t  iu  h i s  s p e e c h  a u d , in  « f fe c t, w h o lly  d e ­
v o id  o f  t h e  t e n d e r  a f fe c tio n  h e  h a d  a lw a y s  h i t h ­
e r to  d isp la y e d  to  h e r  : a n d , a s  h e  w a s  c o ld  to  
t h e  c o u n te s s ,  h i s  w a r m th  o f m a n n e r ,  h i s  sofc- 
nosB o f sp e ec h , h is  g e n tle n e ss  o f  e x p re s s io n  i n ­
c re a s e d  to w a rd s  h is  b e a u ti fu l  I t a l i a n  f r ie n d , w h o  
w a s  e v id e n t ly  p le a s e d  b \  i t  a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  i t .  
T h e  s m a l l  c y c le  of tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u r s  su fficed  to  
m a k e  th e s e  t h r e e  t e r r ib l e  d isc o v e r ie s :  h e r  
f r ie n d  w a s  im m o ra l  a n d  t re a c h e r o u s  : h e r  h u s ­
b a n d ’s £ u e s t,  a  l ib e r t in e  .-.nd s  jo u n d re l  • h e r  h u s ­
b a n d —s h e  s h u d d e re d  to  t h in k  w h a t  h e  m ig h t  
be , if  h e  w a s  n o t .  H  r  w ilfu ln e ss  n o w  s to o d  h e r  
in  goo d  s te a d  : w i th in  tw e lv e  h o u r s  s h e  w as a t  
G e n o a , o n  h e r  w a y  t o  E n g la n d ,  v i t  M a rse ille s : 
w i th in  t h e  w a lls  o f h e r  E n g l is h  h o m e . D e  l a  M ore 
H a ll,

“ A few  y e a rs  p a s s e d  o n , b u t ,  m o t  u n h a p ­
p i ly  fo r  t h e  e a r l  a n d  c o u n te s s ,  t h e i r  I t a l i a n  
f r i e n d  fo llo w e d  th e m  to  E n g l - n d  a n d , d u r in g  
th e  s e a s o n  in  L o n d o n , t n e y  f r e q u e n t ly  m e t .  
I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l  e x h ib i te d  in  p u b lic  a n  
a i r  o f re s e rv e , o r  in d if fe re n c e  to  t h e  e x tr a  
o r d in a r y  b la n d is h m e n ts  o f t h i i  u n s c ru p u lo u s  
w o m a n  ; b u t  t h e  c o u n te s s  w as in fo rm e d  t h a t  
in  p r iv  »te r e u n io n s  t h is  c o ld  a p a th y  w a s  n o t  
p re s e rv e d . In v in c ib le  p r id e  e n a b le d  h e r tto  «паке 
n o  a lim sion  to  t h i s —t o  seem  n o t  to  n o tic e  i t  - b u t  
i t  w as  g ra d u a l ly  c ru m b lin g  h e r  h o ^ r t  to  p o w d e r  
H e r  b o so m  ra g e d  w i th  a  v a r ie ty  o f c o n fl ic t in g  
e m o t io n s  a n d  s m a r t in g  u n d e r ,  a s  sh e  b e lie v e d , 
t h e  in f id e li ty  of a  h u s b a n d  w h o m  s h e  h a d  lovv-d 
w i th  a  p a s s io n a te  d e v o tio n , s h e  o u tw a rd ly  a p

f>eared t J  a c c e p t  t h e  a d m ir in g  a t t e n t io n  o f  fol- 
o w ers  w h o m  in  h e r  h e a r t  s h e  sc o rn e d , b h o  
p e rc e iv e d  t h a t  h i s  m is o ra b le  a n d  m is ta k e n  

s p e c ie s  o f r e t a l i a t i o n  w o u n d e d  d e e p ly , i l  n o t  th e  
a ffe c tio n , a t  l e a s t  t h e  p r id e  o f h im  sh e  h a d  sw o rn  
to  lo v e  a n d  h o n o r , a n d  i t  le d  to  r e m o n s tr a n c e s ,  
f r e q u e n t  q u a r r e l . ,  a n d  a  w id e r  e s tr a n g e m e n t  
b e tw e e n  th e m  ; b u t  sh e , u p o n  a h  a u th o r i ty  w h ic h  
s h e  o o u ld  n o t  d is p u te ,  w a s  in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e o a r i  
s t i l l  c o n tin u e  h is  a t t e n t io n s  in  p r iv a te  to  th e  
b e a u ti fu l  I ta l ia n ,  s h e  u n h a p p i ly  p e r s i s te d  in  b e r  
e rro n e o u s  c o u rs e —a lth o u g h ,  b e y o n d  w h a t  s o c ie ty  
s a n c t io n e d ,  t h e  c o u n te s s  n o v e r  s te p p e d . N o t o n e  
w h o  c o u r te d  h o r  s m ile s  a n d  s o u  .h t  to  b r e a th e  
te n d e r  s e n t im e n ts  in  h e r  e a r ,  c o u ld  say  t h a t  e v e n  
b y  a c c id e n t  o r  d esig n , t h e  c o u n te s s  a ffo rd e d  th e m  
t h a t  o p p o r tu n i ty .

“ A o lim a x  to  t h is  w r e tc h e d  l if e  w as a t  
le n g th  to  b e  re .ic h e d  I h e  a m  a l  o f  th e  
I t a l i a n  n o b le  in  L o n d o n , a n d  h i s  a p p e a ra n c e  
in  t h e  c irc le s  iu  w h ic h  ih e  e a r l  a n d  th e  c o u n ­
te s s  m o v ed , w a s  t h o  o c c as io n  of y e t  g r e a te r  u n ­
h a p p in e s s  to  b o th .  M u ch  e le v a te d  лп r a n k ,  and. 
c o u r te d  b v  t h e  h ig h o  t  n o b le s  in  E n g la n d ,  
h j  h e s i t a te d  n o t ,  u m ie r  a  f a ls e  im p re s s io n ,  
to  m a k e  h is  i n te n t io n s  to  t h e  c o u n te s s  m o re  
o p e n ly  a p p a r e n t  t h a n  h e  h a d  y e t  d o n e . I n  
p r iv a te ,  th o  e a r l  w a s  f r a n t ic  in  h i s  u p b ra id -  
îu g s  o l h ia  w ife, c h  rg in g  h e r  w i th  a  g u i l t i ­
n e s s  o f w h ic h  s b e  w as e n t i r e ly  in n o c e n t  ; in  
p u b lic , h i s  p r id e ,  a n d  th e  p a th  fa s h io n  led , 
m a d e  h im  f n e u d ly  in  m a n n e r  to  t h e  m a n  h e  
h a te d .  Н э  in c lu d e d  h im  in  t h e  l i s t  o f  in v i­
t a t i o n s  to  t b e  s p le n d id  r e u n io n s  h e  s o m e w h a t  
f r e q u e n t ly  gave . O n  th e  r e tu r n  o f t h e  e a r l  a n d  
coun tesB  i o D e  la  M o re  H a ll,  t h e  C o m te  d e  L u c -

tbe lake ports to Europe without breaking 
bulk or ntcc'ööitaiiog a eeooud handling. 
Canada expended 840,000,000 on .ber canals, 
and deemed the outlay a good investment, 
when they began to draw off an appreciable 
percentage of traffic from the Erie. The 
adoption of tbe constitutional amendment 
making our canals f roe is a severe Ыо /? to our 
N orthern neighbor-, and tbe probability is 
that they mnat fciiow the example of New 
York or else let th< ir co»tiy canai system go 
to decay.

АЪі A  B L E  D O G  S T O R Y .

H o w  a  B u f f a l o  P u p  P a r a l y z e d  a  u a n a d l a n  
T o w n .

F r o m  th e  B u ffa lo  T e le g ra p h .
Chas. Boyet, the cigar m anufacturer on 

Seneca street, at tbe request of his brother*» 
in-law Nesbitt, who lives in Preston, Ont., 
purohased a large Buesian blood hound from 
a local dealer last Monday and sent it  to 
him by raii. The dog was large for his age. 
Ho was only eight months old, and weighed 
160 pounds. .His ears had been cropped. 
This, with his immense size and powerful 
looking jaws, made him appear quite eavuge. 
The dog had been reared among children and 
was as gentle and playful as a kitten, but his 
looks were enough to strike terror to the 
most lion hearted. Mr. Nesbitt received the 
dog Monday night and at once put him to the 
use for which he was intended, that of a 
watch dog in his store.

When the time oame for closing tbe dog 
was turned lo©se, the etore locked and the 
proprietor and hia clerks retired, leaving the 
dog in full possession. So far every thing 
had gone ail light. But in tbe mornißg 
there was trouble. The first clerk to reach 
the store wÄ surprised and terrified to find 
the dog at tho front door, barking furiously, 
with eyes glittering like two bails of fire. The 
clork at once lost all interest in performing 
his morning duties, and preferred to remain 
outside the store.

A second clerk soon after reached the 
scone. One look at the dog satifcfied his 
dt sire to enter the etore, and he too remained 
outside to await further developments. 
Meanwhile, the dog overjoyed at the prospect 
of having company, barked more furiously 
and jumped about the store in suoh a manner 
that to the bewildered eyes of the clerke, it 
seemed as if he was in a perfect frenzy of 
madness.

The noise attracted passers by and вооп 
quite a crowd collected. Word was sent to 
Mr. Nesbitt of the situation of the affair. 
When he arrived on the scene, the street in 
front of his store was filled with a frightened 
crowd of people. One glance at the dog 
backed up by the opinion i f the crowd satis­
fied Mp. Nisbitt that his $25 investment was 
one of the most reckless he had ever made. 
He did not want to kiil the dog, for the pur­
chase had been made with the provision that 
if he was not suited the dog was to be re­
turned and his money refunded. If he could 
only capture the dog and return him to 
Buffalo, he promised himself, he would never 
again invest in Buff alo Russian blood hounds. 
Each attem pt to open the store door was 
responded lo by the dog with manifestations 
of delight wbich found expression in loud 
barking and playful oapers, which to the be­
nighted minds of the denizens of Preefcon^ere 
but acts oi madness. \

The story spread from house to house that 
a mad dog was in the village. All the old 
women in the town barrioaded their 
doors and windows The school children were 
locked in the garrets. The chur- h bells were 
rung to warn the people of impending danger. 
Oid rusty guns were brought out, loaded and 
carefully primed. Meanwhile tl о man who 
had #25 invested in the dog wa^ making up 
his mind whether to shoot the c g, lose his 
money or try and capture him alive and save 
his wealth. Happily for the dog’s future ex­
istence the latter course was decided upon 
and an attack was directed to be made on the 
dog’s rear from the back end of the store, 
through a window, while the main force at« 
tractfcd his attention in front.

Volunteers were called.for to lead the for­
lorn hope, but none dared to take a step for­
ward until an old woman more courageous 
than  ihe rest, armed with her favorite 
weapon, a broom, vowed she could clean out 
any dog in existence. The crowd rapidly 
gathered, the window in the back end of the 
store was raised, and the attack began. The 
volunveers pressed forward, eaoh with the 
muzzle of h is gun pointing at the dog.

The animal was net long in making the 
discovery of the rear movement, and the 
sight of it struok terror and diemay to the 
heart. In  all the dog days of his youth suoh 
a sight had never been presented to hie 
vision, and he crouched in fear and trembling 
when the old woman pouncea upon him and 
the victory was complete. A shout oi exul­
tation went up from the crowd as the dog 
was marched out a prisoner, secured with a  
big rope around his neck. A trium phal 
march to the railway depot was im m e­
diately inaugurated, a telegram sent to Mr. 
Boyet that his dog was not wanted, and 
Preston once more resumed its wonted quiet-«
n<“S S .

! The dog’s return journey to Buffalo was 
without incident, for after he was placed 

v .  îbo baggage car, by some means he got 
j v  a v- and frightened tbe baggage m an from 
i bi« n >st of duty when this side of Hamilton, 

anà the dog had the car all to himself until 
he reached Buffalo. When tho train pul!e<t 
into the Erie depot the valiant baggage 
smasher opened the car door, yelled “  Look 
out for the dog !” and took t<* his heeis, 
while the innocent subject of this Remark 
quietly walked out, delighted to find himself 
at home. The next time Mr. Nesbitt wants 
a watch dog he will probably buy a pound 
poodle.

“ T h a t  is  th »  n a m e  o f th o  I t a l i a n  n o b le  ?” e x ­
c la im e d  A rn o ld  e a g e r  y.

T h e  n u n  h e s i ta te d  fo r  a  m o m e n t ,  a s  if  r e ­
f le c tin g , a n d  t h e n  s a id , “ I t  is  e v e n  s o :  b u t  
y o u  w ill  n e v e r  b e  a b :e  to  d iso o v e r  o r  recog* 
п ія в  h im  b y  t h a t  t i t l e  : i t  m a t t e r s  n o t ,  t h e r e ­
fo re , t h a t  y o u  s h o u ld  k n o w  i t .  T h e  c o m te  oon 
t r iv e d  to  e x to r t  a n  u n w illin g  in v i t a t i o n  to  
a e n d  a  s h o r t  t e r m  a t  D e  la  M o re  H a ll,  a n d  
a r r iv e d  t o  e re  K h o rtty  a f te r  t l ie  r e tu r n  o f th e  
e a r l  a n d  c o u n te s s  to  fu lf il l  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t.  
T h e  s i tu a t io n  o f t h e  c o u n te s s  n o w  b e c a m e  o n e  
o f  a lm o s t  u n im a g in a b le  m is e ry . A ssu re d  of 
t h e  lo ss  of h e r  h u s b a n d ’s a f f e c t io n ;  c o n v in c e d  
o f  h ia  u n f a i th fu ln e s s  to  h e r  : u p b r a id e d
a n d  r e v i le d  b y  h im , e v e ry  t im e  t h  y  m e t  
a lo n e , fo r  a c ts  o f w h ic h  sh o  w as, a s  h e a v e n  Ь еагв  
m e  ! e n t i r e ly  in n o c e n t ,  e v e n  in  t h o u g h ts  ; p e r ­
se c u te d  a t  o y e ry  t u r n  b v  t h e  c o m te , w h o se  
p le a d in g s  w e re  u rg e d  w i th  m o s t  a r t f u l ,  m o s t  
a c c o m p lis h e d  s k i l —w h a t—w h a t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
e x p e c te d  f ro m  h e r  ?”

]  T O  B E  C O N T IN U E D .]

C A N A D I A N  C A N A L S .

F r o m  t h e  N ow  Y o rk  S ta r .
Osr neighbors across the St. Lawrence 

have watched with keen interest the progress 
of the agitation which has resulted in the 
abolition of tolls on New York State canals. 
They have had a clearer appreciation of the 
value of these waterways than most of us 
here, for they have been compelled to work 
strenuously and cor^tantly to build up their 
commerce in the face of powerful competition 
and many dipoouragihg oircumstanoes. As 
воли as Gre%t Britain began to remove the 
trammels imposed upon Canadian trade, the 
enterprising Colonists were quick to perceive 
the necessity of making the St. Lawrence 
navigable as far ac possible. Accordingly 
they constructed canals to oarry shipping 
around the rapids and “ bad spots” in its 
course. These, improvements were snbstan^ 
tial advantageous in  thoir way, but Niagara 
и ill remained an impaswable barrier between 
the vast Northwest and the Canadian sea­
ports. To overcome this impediment and 
connect the chain of the Great Lakes with 
the Atlantic through the St. Lawrence, the 
Welland Canal was undertaken and complet­
ed a t an enormous oost. I t enables grain to 
b e  o a r r i o d  d i r e o t l y  f r o m  C h i c a g o  o r  a n y  o f

A  W O N D B B P 0 L  С А Н Е .

P e c u l i a r  R © 3ulfce  o f  a  S i n g u l a r  O p e r a ­
t i o n .

Seven years ago Dr. Julius L. Miner, of 
Buffalo, performed on operation on a boy for 
the oure of a weeping eye.

The operation consisted in inserting a pin 
into the natural passage or tear duot through 
which the tears flow from the eye into the 
nose. A week after the operation the boy 
was taken to Dr. Miner’s office, and upon ex­
amination it was found tha t the pm had dis­
appeared. Another was put in and two weeks 
afterward still another. The operation was 
repeated at longer or shorter intervale, until» 
in the course of seven months, 12 pins had 
been inserted through the same opening, a 
slight puncture made just below the lower 
eyelid into the lachrymal sac. The 13th and 
last operation proved successful, the pin re** 
maining in its plaoe for six months, a t the 
end of whioh time the doctor pronounced the 
boy oured and the pin was removed. After this 
he tears flowed freely andjapparently th r o n g  

their natural channel, and no further trouble 
was experienced exoept that when the boy  
took oold his nose discharged a great quantity 
of very offensive matter. But what had be- 
oome of all those pins ? W ith the excep­
tion of the last one taken out in the doctor's 
office and another which was seen to work 
its way out and was lost they could not be • 
accounted for. They usually disappeared 'л ё  
the night, and although the child’s bed Ж г  
oarefully searched, none of them  was e^ jr 
found until a few days ago. when three c i 
them oame out of his nose at onoe. They 
were the common brass pins with the point 
cut off and bent at nearly right angle® 
near the head. One of the pins still had a 
bit of silk thread around it which^b^rdoofcor 
bad tied to it close to the head, whièh prove» 
that it  was the first one inserted, as none 
of the others had such a thread attached tct> 
them.

That a physician of Dr. Miner’s well knowa 
skill and reputation oould have performed 
such an operation in thirteen times without 
even discovering th*t tbe pin used in the 
first operation was still in the boy’s flesh 
seems ino edible.

The boy upon whom the operation was 
performed is Charley Pierce, of Williams** 
ville, and the facts were given to the editor 
of the Bee by his mother, Mrs. 0 . Pierce* 
formerly of Niagara Falls, but now resid­
ing in this village—Amherst Bee, W illiams- 
ville.


