
HAPPY AT LAST.
B y  t h e  A u t h o r  o f  “ L o s t  i n  t b e  W i n n i n g , ’ 

“ a  L e a f  f r o m  a  L i f e , ” e t c .

“  In d e e d , L o rd  A rn o ld  t h e r e  is  n o  m a g ic  i n  i t ,  
s a id  t h e  d u c a . “  B u t  w e  d o  s tr a n g e  th in g s  h e re , 
y o u  k n o w  ; d e a l in  t h e  b la c k  a r t ,  a n d  so  f o r th .  In  
t r u th ,  I  w a s  in fo rm e d  o f  y o u r  p re s e n c e  m  F lo r ­
e n c e , a n d  l  a m  n o t  th e  o n ly  d w e lle r  in  t h e  c i ty  of 
b e a u ty  a n d  o f a r t  w h o  h a p p e n s  to  be  a w a re  o f 
y o u r  a r r iv a l .”

*• I n d e e d  I”
“ N  th in g  s u rp r is in g  in  i t ,  in  m y  o p in io n ,” ex  

c la im e d  th o  y o u n g  E a r l  S id m o u th , s u d d e n ly .  “ I  
n e v e r  s a w  a  fe llo w  s ta r e d  a t  so in  m y  l if e  W hy , 
e v e ry  w o m a n  t h a t  p a r s e s  h im  se e m s  t o  e x c h a n g t  
s ig n a ls  w i th  h im , r u n s  u n d e r  h i s  le e  a n d  sp e a k s  
h im , t h e n  s q u a re s  h e r  y a rd s  b y  t h e l i f t - a n d  
b ra c e s ,  a n d  m a k e s  a l l  s a il , e i t h e r  u p  th e  m o o n , o r 
d o w n  to  h im  w h o  b o th e r e d  S t  A n to n y -  fo r  I  c a n ’t  
s e e  w h e re  th e y  g e t  to .  J u s t  b e fo re  y o u r  a r r iv a l ,  
D u c a , h e  h a d  j u s t  sp o k e n  tw o , w ho  b o th  s u  d e n ly  
h a u le d  t h e i r  w in d , a s  if  s o m e  o n e  w a s  g iv in g  
t h e m  c h a se  w i th  a  r o p e ’s en d , b y  w a y  o f m a k in g  
th e m  s m a r t .”

“ H a l ” s a id  t h e  d u c a  tu r n in g  to  A rn o ld , w i th  a  
k e e n , p e n e tr a t i n g  lo o k , “ во so o n  in  c o m m u n io n  
w i th  o u r  b r ig h t  e y e d  d o n u u s , w h o se  so u ls  
a r e  in  t h e i r  e y e s  a n d  t h e i r  h e a r t s  o n  t h e i r  
l ip s  1 A  w o rd  of c a u tio n ,  m y  L o r d  D e  la  
M ore . O u r  w o m e n  a re  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  th o s e  
w h o  a re  p le a s in g  to  t h e i r  e y e s  f in d  th e m  
n o t  n ig g a rd ly  in  t h e  fa v o r s  t h e y  b t-3tow , o u t  
t h e n  t h e y  h a v e  t ie s  w i th  m e n  w h o  a re  h o c  
b lo o d e d  a n d  w e a r  ’o n g  k n iv e s . I  w o u ld  h a v e  y o u  
b e w a re  I A n  o p e n  p ia z z a  is  n o  p la c e  in  w h ic h  to  
re c e iv e  b ille t-d o u x .”

“ Y o u r  c a u t io n  is  n e e d le s s ,” r e tu r n e d  A rn o ld  
a b ru p t ly .  “ T h e  p e rs o n s  w h o  a d d re s s e d  m e  d id  
so  u p o n  n o  s u c h  e r r a n d .”

“ i  w is h  so m e b o d y  w o u ld  a d d re s s  m e , w i th  
t h e i r  h e a r t s  o n  th e i r  l ip s  a n d  t h e i r  so u ls  in  t h e i r  
e y e s  !” e x c ia im e d  th e  y o u n g  e a r l  *' A fig fo r  
t h e  s t i le t to  1 i f  a n y  o f t h e  g e n tr y  c a m e  a th w a r t  
m y  h a w se , I  s h o u ld  s id e  o u t  w i th  a  b e n d ,  a n d  
t r e a t  th e m  to  a  t a s t e  w h ic h , l ik e  p h y s ic , w o u ld  
b e  m o re  fo r  t h e i r  g o o d  t h a n  p l e a s a n t  t o  t h e i r  
p a la t e .”

T h e  d u c a  s m ile d  a n d  sh ru g g e d  h i s  s h o u ld e rs ,  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  h e  m e n ta l ly  d e te r m in e d  to  f in d  
o u t  w h o  w e re  t h e  tw o  f  -m ales  w h o  h a d  sd o k e n  to  
A rn o ld , a n d  w ith  w h  a t  o b je c t  t h e  y h a d  d o n e  so . H e  
s a id  to  th e  l a t t e r ,  h a v in g  s m o o th e d  f ro m  h is  fa c e  
a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f i n te r e s t  iu  w h a t  S id rn o u tn  h a d  
r e l a te d —** I  h a v e  n o  h e s i ta t io n  in  m e n t io n in g  to  
y o u  th o  n a m «  o f t h e  l a d y  w h o  is  n o t  o n ly  c o n ­
s c io u s  o f y o u r  p re s e n c e  h e re , b u t  w h o  is  e s iro u s  
o f  s e e in g  y o u  a t  h e r  v i lla .  S h e  g ives b r i l l i a n t  e n ­
t e r t a in m e n t s ,  t h e  f a s h io n  a n d  b e a u ty  o f F lo re n c e  
a re  p r e s e n t  o n  th e s e  o c c as io n s , a n d  I  a s s u re  y o u  
y o u  w il l  b e  m u c h  g ra t if ie d  b y  y o u r  
v is i t .  I  a m  c o m m iss io n e d  b y  t h e  l a d y  
i n  q u e s tio n  to  a s c e r ta in  y o u r  w ish e s  u p o n  th e  
s u b je c t ;  fo r  i f  t h e  b r e v i ty  o f  y o u r  s ta y ,  o r  a  d is ­
in c l in a t io n  to  m ix  in  su c h  g ay  sc en e s , w o u ld  r e n ­
d e r  a n  in v ita t io n  o m b a ra s s in g  t h e  f o rm a l  r e q n e s t  
fo r  v o u r  p re s e n c e  a t  h e r  fe te s  y o u  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
t ro u b le d  w i th .”

“ B e a llv , ex c e ll» n za ,"  e x c la im e d  A rn o ld , “ I  
a m  m u c h  h o n o re d  in  h a v in g  m y  c o n v e n ie n c e  
t h u s  c o n s u lte d . W ill  y o u  fav> r  m e  w ith  t h e  n a m e  
o f  t h e  la d y  w h o  t h u s  d is t in g u is h e s  m e  ?”

“  L a  C o u n te s s  C o n ta r in i .”
“ I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h e r .”
“ S h e is  w e ll k n o w n  in  F lo re n c e —s o m e w h a t  

e c c e n tr ic ,  b e a u ti fu l ,  b u t  e n o rm o u s ly  w e a lty . 
S h e  i s  f a s c in a t in g  in  m a n n e r  ; a n d  h a v in g  
fo rm e d  a n  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  h e r ,  I  s h a l l  b e  
m is ta k e n  if  y o u  d o  n o t  b e c o m e  a  f r e q u e n t  g u e s t  
a t  t h e  v i lla .”

“ O f c o u rs e  y o u  w ill  go, D e  l a  M o re ,"  e x c la im e d  
S id m o u th .

A rn o ld  m u se d  f o r  a  few  m o m e n ts .  A t  f ir s t  
h i s  im p u ls e  w a s  to  d e c lin e  i t —n o t  fe e l in g  t h a t  
h e  c o u ld  m ix  in  so c ie ty  u n t i l  t h e  q u e s t io n  r e ­
s p e c t in g  S e a to n  w a s  c le a re d  u p  ; b u t  h e  h e s i ­
t a t e d  to  d o  th i s  fo r  s e v e ra l  re a s o n s , t h e  
p r in c ip a l  o f w h ic h  w a s  h is  d e s ir e  to  a v o id  s u s ­
p ic io n  a n d  q u e s tio n s , w h ic h  se c lu s io n  w o u l 1 
n o t  fa il  t o  r a i s e —fo r  h e , b e fo re  t h e  e v e n ts  w h ic h  
h a d  h a p p e n e d  a t  t h e  H a ll,  h a d  b e e n  a s  l ig h t  
a n d  f re e  h e a r t e d  a s  S id m o u th  h im se lf .  H e  th e r e  
f o re  s a id  :

*' I  b h a ll  fee l h o n o re d  in  re c e iv in g  t h e  i n v i t a ­
t io n  th u s  g ra c io u s ly  p ro ffe re d  t o  m e . S h o u .d  a n y  
u n fo re s e e n  e v e u t  a r is e  to  p r e v e n t  m e  a v a il in g  
m y se lf  o f  i t ,  I  h o p e  i t  w ill  b e  c o n s id e re d  a n  e v e n t  
o v e r  w h ic h  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  c o n tro l .”

“ You w il l  go, D e  l a  M o re  — b e  s u re  of 
t h a t , ” s a id  S id m o u th .  “ I  s h a l l  b e  th e re ,  
D u c a  ?”

“ Of a  c e r ta in ty ,  m y  lo rd .”
“  T h e n  so  s h a ll  A rn o ld . So l e t  u s  h a v e  n o  

m o re  fu ss , b u t  l e t  u s  w e ig h  a n c h o r , a n d  t a s t e  t h e

Ele a s u re ,  D u c a , I  a m  s u re  y o u  h a v e  in  y o u r  
>cker fo r  u s .”
T b e  th re e  q u i t t e d  t h e  p ia z z a  f o r a  d a y ’s a m u s e ­

m e n t  to  b e  fu rn is h e d  b y  th e  D u ca .
A t ni>{ht, o n  h i s  r e t u r n  to  t h e  H o te l  d e  F lo r ­

e n c e , A rn o ld  in  p ro fo u n d  s u rp r is e  p e rc e iv e d  a  
l e t t e r  a d d re s s e d  to  h  m . H e  to re  i t  o p e n , a n d  
fo u n d  i t  to  b e  a n  i n v i ta t io n  t o  t h e  V il la  C o n ta r in i ,  
fo r  t h a t  d a y  w eek.

T h e !  e  w as a lso  a n o th e r  p a p e r  u p o n  t h e  ta b le , 
fo ld e d , a d d re s s e d  to  h im , w h ic h  h e  to re  o,. e n  a n d  
r e a d  :

“ R e m e m b e r  y o u r  a p p o in tm e n t  in  t h e  d u o m o . 
Y o u  h a v e  m u c h  to  h e a r  t h a t  w ill s u rp r i s e  y o u . 
Y ou  a re  s u r r  u n d e d  b y  w iles d e s ig n e d  to  e n tr a p  
y o u —e n e m ie s  w h o  p u r p o s e  y o u r  d e s t i u c t io n .  
B e w a re  I F a i r  s p  e c h  b  t  to o  o f te n  ie t h e  c lo a k  
w h ic h  c o v e rs  a  fo u l  h e a r t .  *

A rn o ld  r e a d  a n d  re - r e a d  b is  n o te .  I t  w * s im  
p o s s ib le  fo r  h im  to  d iv in e  i t s  m e a n in g  a n d  h e  re  
t i r e d  to  r e s t  e x h a u s te d  a n d  b  w i ld e re d  w i th  th e  
e v e n ts  o f t h e  d a y .

C H A P T E R  X IГ.
T H E  A G E N T  AN D  T H E  A W Y E R  —L I T T L E  H E L L —  

T H E  F E L L  C O N S P IR A C Y .

T o  c o m p le te  t h e  c irc le  o f  t h e  s c h e m e s  c o n  - 
c o c te d  w i th  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f c o n s u m m a tin g  t h e  
c o m p le te  d e s t r u c t io n  o f t h e  h o u s e  o t D e  la M o re  
w a s  o n e  to  w h ic n  w e  h a v e  n o t  y e t  a l lu d e d , b u t  
t o  w h ic h  i t  is  n eceR sary  to  r e v e r  a t  o n c e  : b e c a u s e  
i n  t h is  p la n  o f o p e ra t io n s  s k il lfu l ly  d e s ig n e d  a n d  
« lo v e r ly  e x e c u te d , t h e r e  w a s  a  c o n t in u a t io n  o f 
a s s a u l ts  u p o n  h i s  h a p p in e s s ,  u p o n  h is  r a n k  a n d  
u p o n  h i s  w e a l tu .

H o w  t h e  e ffo r ts  t o  u n d e rm in e  h is  p e a c e  h a d  
a lr e a d y  c o m m e n c e d , a n d  h o w  th e  p lo t  w a s  a id e d  
b y  t h e  a c c id e n ta l  c ir c u m s ta u c e  o f  A rn o ld  fa l l in g  
p a s s io n a te l j  in  lo v e  w i h  A m y , w e h a v e  se e n  ; 
b u t  w e h a v e  y e t  to  d e ta i l  t h e  p ro g re s s  of t h a t  
p o r t io n  o f th e  g e n e ra l  d e s ig n  b y  w n ic h  t h e  t i d e  
of t h e  E a r l  D e  la  M o re  to g e th e r  w i th  t h e  v a s t  
w e a l th  a c c u m u la te d  d u r in g  a  lo n g  m in o r i ty  w e re  
t o  b e  w r e s t t d  f ro m  h im .

A n d  w h e re fo re  ?
F r o m  o n e  ta ls e  s te p —o n e  f a t a l  e r r o r ,  t o  w h ic h  

t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  a lik e  a r e  s u b je c te d —a n d  w h ic h , 
t o  r e t r ie v e —if e v e r  t h e  a t t e m p t  is  s u c c e s s fu l—is 
a lm o s t  t h e  la b o r  o f a  l ife  a  l if e  w h ic h , in  i ts  
p a s sa g e  to  t h e  g ra v e , d o e s  n o t  r e a c h  i t s  g a o l  d i­
v e s te d  o f t h e  t r a c e s  s ta m p e d  u p o n  i t  b y  t h e  c o n ­
se q u e n c e s  o f t h e  g r ie v o u s  m is ta k e .

O u r  sc e n e  o n c e  a g a iu  is  l a id  in  L o n d o n .
O n e  o f  t h e  C h a p e l S t re e t s  o f  t h i  < v a s t  m e t r o ­

p o lis  a ffo rd s  c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  N ew  
R o a d  a n d  t h e  E d g e w a i e R o a d . A b o u t h a l f  w ay  
d o w n  is  a  n a r ro w  th o ro u g h fa re ,  le a d in g  to  a  
lo c a l i ty  f a m i l ia r ly  к  o w n  a m o n g s t  a  c e r t a in  c la ss  
b y  t h e  n o t  v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  t i t l e  o f L i t t l e  H e il. 
T o  t h i s  q u a r t e r ,  G iu s e p p e  M a n in i,  t h e  c o n f id e n ­
t i a l  s e r v a n t  o f th e  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in a ,  a c c o m ­
p a n ie d  b y  a  s h o r t  m a n ,  d re s s e d  iu  b la c k , s h o t  
w i th  b ro w n , a t  e lb o w s  a n d  k n e e s  —w h e re v e r,  in  
f a c t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  ed g e . I n  s o m e  b lac k s  t h i s  
t in g e  w o u ld  h a v e  a p p ro a c h e d  a  k in d  o f  h u e  
b o rn e  у  t h a t  l ig h t  d o w n  w h ich  f lo a ts  u p w a rd s , 
w h e n  f e a th e r  b e d s  a re  s h o o k  b v  a c tiv e  m a id s , 
a n d  w h ic h  is  , re c o g n iz e d  a s  flu e . I n  t h e  b la c k  
w o rn  b y  th e  in d iv id u a l  u n d e r  d e s c r ip t io n ,  i t  w as  
b r o w n —a  s o r t  o f d isa g re e a b le  b ro w n —t h e  s ig h t  
o f  w h ic h  d id  n o t  h e lp  to  g iv e  a  f a v o ra b le  o p in i ­
o n  of t h e  w e a re r .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  d iff ic u lt  to  h a v e  p ic k e d  o u t  a  p o r t io n  o f 
h im  d e m a n d in g  a d m ir a t io n .  H e  w a s  o n e  of 
t h o s e  m e n  w h o se  v e ry  t h r e e  k n o c k s  in  th e  s h a p e  
o f  a  r a t - a - t a t  a t  t h e i r  d o o r  m a d e  p o o r  p e o p le  in  
s m a l l  h o u s e s  s w e a t,  a n d  e x c la im  w i th  a  g ro an , 
“  b e r e ’s t h e  p o o r -ra te s ,  J e m m y  I S a y  I ’m  o u t— 
g o n e  to  see  m o th e r ,  in  t h e  c o u n t r y —s h a n ’t  b e  
h o m e  t h i s  w e e k .” H e  w a s  t h e  k in d  o f m a n  
w h o se  a p p e a ra n c e ,  if  h e  e n te r e d  th e  sh o p  o f  a  
t r a d e s m a n  in  d iff icu lty , w o u ld  c a u se  t h e  u n h a p p y  
in s o lv e n t  to  m u t t e r  to  h im se lf ,  “V ic to r ia ,  b y  t h e  
g ra c e  of G o d  ; ” a n d  i о  fe e l  t h a t  a  w r i t  w as in e v i­
t a b le .  H e  lo o k ed  l ik e  t h e  m a n  f ro m  th e  c o u n try  
c o u r t  ; th e  in e x o ra b le  r e n t  c o lle c to r  : t h e  b ro k e r  
i n  a  p o o r  n e ig h b o rh o o d , a n y th in g  t h a t  w a s  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  d is a g re e a b le  in  t h e  a s p e c t  o f a  v is ito r ,  
n o th in g  t h a t  w a s  a p p ro a c h in g  t h e  c h e e r fu l  u n d e r  
a n y  c ir c u m s ta n c e s

H e  w a s  a  s h a rp  law y e r.
H is  n a m e  w a s  J a r ,  a n d  h e  l iv e d  in  T h a v ie ’s I n n ,  

c o m m o n ly , w e w il l  n o t  s a v  a p p ro p r ia te ly ,  k n o w n  
a s  T h ie v e s ’ In n .

H e  t r o t te d  a t  t h e  s id e  o f B e p p o , w h o , h a v in g  
d e p o s ite d  S e a to n  a t  F lo re n c e , w as. a c c o rd in g  to  
o rd e r ,  a g a in  in  L o n d o n  o n  a  s p e c ia l  m is s io n .

A s t h e y  w a lk e d  o n , B e p p o  sa id , “  Y o u  a re  
q u i te  s u re  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  t h i s  m a n  ? ”

J a r  g r in n e d .
“ H e  w as in tr o d u c e d  to  m e  b y  a  c u s to m e r  u p o n  

w h o m  I  c a n  re ly ,” h e  re p l ie d ,  w i th  a  w in k .
*‘ Y o u  sa y  h e  is  p r e p a r e d  to  s w e a r  t h a t  h e  sa w  

L o rd  A rn o ld  D e  l a  M o re  s la y  h is  f a th e r 1 s  g a m e ­
k e e p e r ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  is  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  p ro v o  i t  ? ’

“  I  d o  I”
“ A n d  i t  w a s  y o u r  in te n t io n  t o  h a v e  e n ­

d e a v o re d  to  b r in g  th e  y o u n g  lo rd  to  t h e  b a r  of 
ju s t ic e  ?”

“ W e ll—a —y o u  see, t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  d e p e n d e d  
u p o n  c irc u m s ta n c e s .  S u c h  w a s  n o t  t h e  a c tu a l  
o b je c t  o f  m y  c lie n t.  Y o u  k n o w , m y  d e a r  fo re ig n  
g e n tle m a n ,  t h a t  a t  t im e s ,  v e ry  h a n d s o m e  su m s  
a r e  g iv en  to  p e rso n s , w h o  c a n  d o  so. A g a in , 
o th e r s ,  w hoe«  s ile n c e  is  w o r th  p u rc h a s in g ,  w ill  
r e m a in  a s  s t i l l  a s  t h e  g ra v e , if  t h e y  a r e  p ro p e r ly  
—I  sa y  p ro p e r ly —r e n u m e ra te d ,  fo r  t h e  c lo se d  
m o u th .”

“  W e ll ?”
“ W e ll—t h e  s o lu t io n  is  e a s y  e n o u g h . M y c l ie n t  

h a s  tw o  w e a k n e s s e s  : s p i r i t s  a n d  t h e  f a i r  sex . 
H e  h a s  a  t a s t e  f o r  lu x u r io u s  in d u lg e n c e , a n d  h e  
h a s  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  m o n e y  in  t h e  f u n d s  to  g ra t i fy  
h i s  a p p e ti te s ,  b u t  h e  w ish e s  to  h a v e  i t .  N j w , if  
h e  w e re  to  c a u se  L o rd  A rn o ld  to  b e  a p p re h e n d e d ,  
a n d  t h e  n o o le  w ere  to  bo  t r ie d ,  fo u n d  g u ilty ,  a n d  
h a n g e d , m y  c l ie n t  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  b e t te r  o p p o r tu ­
n i ty  of in d u lg in g  h i s  e x p e n s e  fa n c ie s  t h a n  h e  
h a s  a t  t h is  m o m e n t .  B u t ,  a s  i t  is  q u i te  p o ss ib le  
t h a t  L o r d  A rn o ld  D e  la  M o re  m ig h t  e n te r ta in  a n  
o b je c t io n  to  a n  e x p o su re , a n d  i t s  c o n s e ­
q u e n t  r isk s , m y  c l ie n t  e n te r ta in e d  th e  
n o t  u n r e a s o n a b le  n o t io n ,  t h a t ,  t o  a v o id  t h e  d is ­
a g re e a b le  a l t e rn a t iv e ,  h is  lo rd s h ip  o r  h is  f a th e r ,  
t h e  e a r l ,  w o u ld  in v e s t  a  s u m  s u ff ic ie n t  to  e n a b le  
m y  c l ie n t  to  k i ll  h im s e lf  a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s ib le  ; lo r  
u n le s s  m y  c l ie n t  h a s  t h e  c o n s t i tu t io n  of a  rh in -  
o c e ro u s , s u c h  m u s t  b e  t h e  in e v i ta b le  r e s u l t  of 
h i s  p ro c e e d in g s . So, i f  g e t  in to  t h e  u n l im ite d  
c o m m a n d  o f m o n e y  ”

“ Y o u r v is i t  to  D e l a  M o re  H o u 'e ,  in  P a r k  L a n e  
w a s  to  e ff e c t  s u c h  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  ?”

* D e c id ed ly . I  w o u ld  h a v e  e n d e a v o re d , o n  a  
c o n s id e r a t io n —b e c a u se , y o u  k n o w , sir, t h e  l a b o r  
of m e n ’s b r a in s  is  w o i th  s o m e th in g —t o  h a v e  i n ­
d u c e d  t h e  E a r l  D e  l a  M o re  to  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  th is  
man a  g o o d  r o u n d  s u m  ; sh o w in g  h im  t h a t  b y  so 
doing h e  w o u ld  e ff e c tu a lly  c lo se  t h e  fe llo w ’s

sp e e c h , a s  h e  w o u ld  d r in k  so  lo n g  a s  t h e  m o n e y  
la s te d ,  a n d  m u s t  d ie  o f  e x c e ss  b e fo re  i t  h a d  a l l  
* u n  o u t .”

“ A h  ! Y o u  d id  n o t  s e e  t h e  e a r l  ?”
“ N o 1 H e  w a s  o u t  o f E n g la n d  ; b u t  t h e  good 

la d y , M a d am  lv o rv ,  w h  d i r e c te d  m e  to  y o u ,a s ­
s u re d  m e  t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  q u i te  s u p p ly  t h e  p la c e  
o f  t h e  e a r l .”

“ S h e  w as r ig h t .  I  s h a ll  p a y  y o u  b e t t e r  t h a n  
h e  w o u ld , a n d  y o u  m u s t  s e rv e  m e .”

“ I  i b u s in e ss , s ir , t h e  m a x im  is , ‘ T h e  b e s t  p a y  
s h o u ld  b e  b e s t  s e rv e d .’ P a y  m e  w e ll, I ’ll  s e ry e  you 
w e ll !”

“ W o rk  b o d y  a n d  so u l f o r  m e , a n d  y o u r  
p a y  s h a l l  e x c e e d  y o u r  m o s t  a v a r ic io u s  e x p e c ­
t a t i o n s ,” e x c la im e d  M a n in i, w i th  fo rc ib le  e m ­
p h a s is ,

S e p t im u s  J a r  w a s  n o t  re lig io u s . H e  h a d  a  
c o n fu s e d  r e m e m b a u c e  o f h a v in g  b e e n  r a is e d  u p  
i n  t h e  f a i t h  o f  A n a b a p t i s t ,  b u t  w h e n  d e p o s ite d  
o n  th e  s to o l of th o  s h a r p e s t  a n d  th e  d i r t ie s t  o f 
s m a l l  p r a c t i t io n e r s ,  h e  b a n is h e d  th e  re l ig io u s  
te a c h in g  g iv en  h im  b y  h is  p a re n ts  a n d  to o k  u p  
w i th  t h a t  o f  c h e a t in g ,  t r i c k in g  a n d  g e tt in g  th e  
b e s t  o f e v-erybody. H e  k n o w  t h e r e  w a s  a  S u ­
p r e m e  P o w e r—t h a t  is, h e  n e v e r  d isb e lie v e d  in  i t  : 
a n d  h e  d r e a d e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  i t s  a n ­
t i t h e s i s —t h a t  s o m b re  in d iv id u a l  w h o  e s p e c i t l ly  
a ffe c te d  h i s  C 'a s e ,  o r  h a d  t h e  r e p u ta t i o n  o f d o in g  
so . H e  h a d  h e a rd  t h a t  t h e  D e v il w a lk e d  a b ro a d  
u p o n |e a r th ,  o c c a s io n a lly  f ly in g  o ff s u d d e n ly  w i th  
t h e  o u tra g e o u s ly  s in fu l  : a n d  h e  k n e w  t h a t  if  a  
l i s t  w e re  m a d e  o u t  o f t h e  w o rs t  s in n e r s  h is  
n a m e  w o u ld  b e  t h e r e  in  s o m e  p a r t ,  p e ih a p s  
n e a r  t h e  to p . H e  h a d  a  f lo a t in g  r e m e m ­
b ra n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  le g e n d s  in  w h ic h  h i s  
S a ta n ic  M a je s ty  w a s  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  o ffe r in g  
u n l im ite d  w e a l th  to  t h o s e  w h o  w o u ld  w o rk  
b o d y  a n d  so u l fo r  h im . W h en , th e r e fo r e  G i­
u se p p e  M a n in i  p la c e d  h is  s a llo w  fa c e  c lo se  to  
h i s  -  g la r e d  a t  h im  w i th  la rg e  b la c k  ey es  p o s ­
s e ss in g  u n n a tu r a l  b r i l l ia n c y ,  a n d  h is s e d  in to  
h i s  e a r  t h e  p ro m is e  to  r ic h ly  » -en u m era te  h im  if 
h e  c o n s e n te d  to  w ork , b o d y  a n d  so u l, f o r  h im — 
J a r  f e l t  a  co ld  v ib i a t io n  a b o u t  h i s  sc a lp , w h ic h  
p ro c e e d e d , b y  w a y  of th o  n a p e  c i  n i s  n e c k , d o w n
0  h is  v e ry  h e e ls

T h e  D e v il o n  e a r t h  w a s  s u re ly  a  f a b le ,  b n t  th e n  
i t  m ig h t  n o t  b e ;  a n d  h i s  m y ste r io u s - lo o k .n g , 
s a llo w -v isa g e a  c o m p a n io n , w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  
u n l ik e  t h e  p i c 'u r e s  h e  h a d  s e e n  o f t h e  g e n tle m a n  
in  b la c k , m ig h t  h a v e  s o u g h t  h im  o u t  a s  h a v in g  a  
c la im  u p o n  h is  im m o r t  »1 p a r t .

F o r  t h e  m o m e n t  h e  f e l t  v e ry  u n w e ll,  a n d  h e  
g r in n e d  a g a in , “ H e , h e  ! h a ,  h a  ! lio , h o  !”

B e p p o  g r ip p e d  h im  b y  t h e  w r is t ,  a n d  h e  
t h o u g h t  h e  s h o u ld  h a v o  d ro p p e d  o n  t h e  m u d d y  
p a v e m e n t  ; b u t  in  a n o th e r  m o m e n t  h e  f e l t  r e ­
l ie v e d  o n  h e a r in g  th e  I t a l i a n  sa y . “ I ,  to o , h a v e  
s o m e  b u s in e s s  » о  t r a n s a c t  in  w h ic h  t h e  e a r l  is  
d e e p ly  in v o lv e d , a n d  I  n e e d  t h e  se rv ic es  o f  a  
c ra f ty ,  s u b tle  l a w y -r ,  to  a c c o m p lis h  t h e  p u rp o se
1 h a v o  in  v iew . Y o u r p a r t  w ill be  q u i te  le g i t im a te  
a s  re s p e c ts  y o u r  p ro fe s s io n  ; b u t  I  m u s t  h a v e  »-he 
s t r i c t e s t  c o n fid e n c e  in  y o u , a n d  yo u  m u s t  p a u s e  
a t  n o th in g  to  w in  th e  c a se .”

S e p t im u s  J a r  g a v e  a  s ig h  o f  re l ie f ,  a n d  a n o th e r  
g la n c e  a t  M a n ir i ’s fa c e  r e a s s u re d  h im .  H e  w a s  
n o t  so  l ik e  th e  E v i l  O ne. a f te r  a ll.

«  I  w ill  do  a l l  y o u  r e q u i r e ,” h e  s a id , w i th  a  
c u n n in g  lee r , “ b u t  i t  is  t a  b e  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  m y  
l a b o r  is  n o t  to  b e  p a id  b y  t h e  sc a le  o f  t h e  u s u a l  
p ro fe s s io n a l  c h a rg e s .”

“ D ec id ed ly  n o t .  B e  u n d e r  n o  u n e a s in e s s  
a b o u t  p a y  m o n t, t h a t  s h a ll  b e  a m p le .  T e ll  m e  — 
t h i s  m a u  S ta rk ,w h o m  w e a re  a b o u t  to jv is i t  k n o w s 
t h e  H u n d re d  o f D o d d e sc o m le ig h  w e ll, d o es  lie  
n o t  ?”

“ H e  w a s  b o r n  in  i t ,  I  b e lie v e .”
“ T h e re fo re  k n o w s  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ? ”
“ T h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f t h e m  t o  a  c e r t a in ty .” 
“T h a t  is  g o o d .”
“ A h  ! b u t  a s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  g a th e r ,  t h e i r  

k n o w le d g e  o f h im  is  n o t  f r a g r a n t .  H e  h a s  a  
r e p u ta t io n ,  i t  is  t r u e  : b u t  I  a m  d o u b tfu l  w h e th  
e r ,  i f  h e  w e re  to  p a y  a  v i s i t  th e r e ,  t h e  i n ­
h a b i t a n t s  w o u ld  n o t  i n v i t e  t h e  a u th o r i t i e s  to  
rec e iv e  h im —n o t  w i th  a n y  v iew  o f  h o n o r in g  h is  
a r r iv a l .”

“ T h a t  is  o f s m a l l  c o n s e q u e n c e . I  c a r e  n o th in g  
fo r  t h a t  : i t  is  in fo r m a t io n  I  w a n t  ”

B y  th i s  t im e  t h e y  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  t u r n in g  
le a d in g  to  t h e  p la c e  t h e y  w e re  a b o u t  to  v is it. 
T h e y  d e s c e n d e d —f o r  t h e i r  w a y  l a y  d o w n  a  
s l ig h t  d e c lin e —to  th e  b o t to m , a n d  t h e n  J a r  
p a u s e d  b e fo re  a  s m a ll,  w r e tc h e d  lo o k in g  h o u s e  
a n d  k n o c k e d  tw ic e . T h e r e  w as n o  a n sw e r , 
t ie  p u s h e d  a t  t h o  d j o r  a n d  fo u n d  i t  g iv e  to  h is  
h a n d .

“  W a it  a  m o m e n t ,” h e  s a id  to  B e p p o . “  I  
w ill j u s t  r u n  u p  s ta i r s  a n d  se e  if  m y  c l ie n t  is 
in .”

H e  d iv e d  in to  t h e  d a rk  a n d  n a r ro w  p a s sa g e  a n d  
d i s a p p e a re d .  W ith in  a  m in u te  h e  r e a p p e a r e d  a t  
t h e  vei y  m a x im u m  o f h i s  s p e e d , o llo w ed  b y  a  
h u g e  b u ll-d o g , w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  a n im a te d  b y  th e  
m o .4  d e te r m in e d  in te n t io n  to  f a s te n  o n  h im , a n d  
p in  h im  to  t h e  g ro u n d . H e  c a u g h t  M an in i b y  t h e  
a r m  a n d  r a n  ro u n d  h im , fo llo w e d  b y  th e  dog, a t  
a  t e r t io lo  r a to ,  b u t  s u c h  a-as h is  f r ig h t  a n d  f r a n t ic  
s p e ed , t l ia c  h e  a b s o lu te ly  o v e r to o k  t h e  dog, 
k ic k e d  h im  v io le u tly , t r o d  o n  h im ,  a n d  fe ll 
s p ra w lin g  in  th o  m u d , o f w h ic h  in  t h i s  q u a r te r ,  
t h e r e  is  a lw a y s  m o ro  t h a n  a  su ffic ien cy . A n o th e r  
m o m e n t ,  a n d  th e  dog, a w a re  o f  h i s  a d v a n ta g e  
p iu n e d  h im  to  t b e  g ro u n d  

M a n in i  s h o u te d  e x p le t iv e s  in  I ta l ia n ,  a n d  s tru c k  
a t  th e  dog w i th  h is  s tic k , .u t  w i th o u t  p ro d u c in g  
th e  s l ig h te s t  b e n e fic ia l  e ffec t, i h e  w o rs t  o f t h e  
m  b tte r  w a s  . h a t  t h e  s h o u ts  o f  b e p p o ,  a n d  th e  
w ild  b a r k  o f t h e  d og , w h e u  p u r s u in g  j a r ,  h a d  a t ­
t r a c te d  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f t n e  o th e r  b u ll-d o g s  i n  th e  
p la c e —fo r  t h e r e  w a s  a  c o lo n y  o f  t h e m  th e r e — 
a n d  th e y  c o m m e n c e d  b a rk in g  a n d  h u r ry in g  to  
t h o  sc e n e  o f  a c t io n  to  t a k e  p a r i  in  i t .

A t t h e  s a m e  t im e , h e a d s  c a m e  o u t  o f w in d o w s 
a n d  m e n  o u t  o f  t h e  d o o r  w ays a m o n g  th e m ,  o n e  
f ro m  t h a t  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  w h ic h  J a r  h a d  k n o c k e d . 
H e  h a d  h i s  b a n  is in  h is  p o c k e ts ,  a n d ,;  s e e in g  h is  
d  >g e n g a g ed , w h is tle d  s o f t ly —n o t  to  c a ll  th e  dog 
off, b u t  to  e x p re s s  a n  e m o t io n  o f s u rp r is e  u n d e r  
w h ic h  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  h e  la b o re d .

B e p p o  c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f h im .
“ M a d re  d i  D io  1” h e  s h o u te d , “ c a l l  off y o u r  

b e a s t  -  h e  w ill  k ill  h im  !”
“ D o n ’t  y o u  k u o w  h im ,” a n s w e re d  t h e  m a n ,  

coo ly .
“ H e  is  a  la w y e r  !” s c re a m e d  ЦМапіпі.
“ So m u c h  th e  w u ss  fo r  h im ,” r e p l ie d  t h e  m a n ,  

s t i l l  a s  im p e r tu r a b le .
“ A h  ! h a  ! b u t  y o u r  la w y e r  ! H e  is  J a r —J a r ,  

m a n —J a r — y o u  k n o w  la w y e r  J a r  !”
T h e  m a n  s lo w ly  d re w  n e a r  a n d  lo o k e d  do w n , 

th e n  h e  s a w  J a r ’s face , a n d  h e a r d  h im  y e ll, “  f o r  
G o d ’s sakt-, B u iw m k le ,c a l l  off y o u r  d u g !  C a ll 
h im  off !—h e  11 m u rd e r  m e ,'Oh ! o h  ! o h  !”

“ W e ll ,I ’m  b l e s t ! ” c r ie d  B u lw in k le  w i th  a n ­
o th e r  w h is tle  ; “ I  «’s h im s e lf ,  a n d  n o  m is ta k e  !” 

H e  to o k  a  s u d d e n  a n d  f ie rce  g r ip  o f t h e  d o g ’s 
n e c k  w i th  o n e  h a n d ,  w h ile  w ith  t h e  o th e r  h e  
s e iz e d  h is  t a i l  a n d  d re w  i t  to w a rd s  h is  m o u th ,  
a n d  in s t a n t ly  in d e n te d  h is  t e e t h  in  i t  a s  h a r d  as  
h e  co u ld . T h e  do g  r e t a in e d  h i s  h o ld  fo r  a n  in ­
s ta n t ,  a n d  t h e n  w i th  a  h o w l l e t  go . '1 h e  m o m e n t  
h e  d id  so  t h e  m a n  flu n g  h im  so m e  l i t t l e  d is ta n c e , 
k ick e d  h im  b r u ta l ly  in  t h e  r ib s , a n d  c rie d , a s s is t-  
* d  b y  se v e ra l  o a tü s ,  “ g e t  in ,  S e a z e r  1 G o, in  y o u  
b r u te  ! N o t  k n o w  a  c iv il g e n tle m a n  f ro m  a  t r a m p  
y o u ’r e  a  p r e t t y  b e a s t ,  y o u  a r e ! ”

M r J a r  w a s  n o w  c o n d u c te d  in to  t h e  h o u se  
in  s ta te ,;a n d  s o m e  g in  w a s  p ro d u c e d  to  a s s is t  h im  
in  re c o v e r in g . H e  w a s  c o v e re d  w i th  m u d , b u t  fo r­
tu n a t e ly  fo r  h im , t h e  d  >g h a d .s e iz e d  h im  u p o n  th e  
c o lla r  o f h i s  c o a t,  л-h ie h  w a s  m u c h  to r n  ; t h e  
la w y e r  h im s e lf  w as n o t .  h o w e v e r , i n ju r e d - o n l y  
f r ig h te n e d —d re a d fu lly  f r ig h te n e d .  W h e n  s o m e ­
th in g  l ik e  e q u a n im ity  w as r e s to re d ,  p ip e s  w e re  
in tro d u c e d ,  l ig h te d , a n d  t h e  g in  c ir c u la te d  ; 
t h e n  a t  t h e  s p e c ia l  d e s ire  o f B e p p o ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  
o f M r. S ta rk  w a s  r e q u e s te d .

A f te r  s o m e  d e la y  h e  m a d e  h is  a p p e a ra n c e .  H e  
w a s  r e c o v e r in g  f ro m  a  d e b a u c h  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  
p ro c e e d s  o f я, b u rg la ry  ;—h is  h a i r  w as ro u g h  a n d  
u n k e m p t ,  h is  f a c e  d i r ty ,  h i s  b e a rd  b lac k , h i s  ey e s  
b lo o d sh o t ,  h i s  d ress  d iso rd e rly . M a n in i  s h ra n k  
fro m  h im  ; a  m o re  f e a r fu l  ru ff ia n  h e  b a d  n e v e r  
e n c o u n te re d .  S t il l  h e  w as n e c e s s a ry  to  t h e  p u r ­
p o se  h e  h a d  in  v iew , a n d  i t  w o u ld  n o t  a d m i t  o f 
b e in g  fa s t id io u s .

A f te r  p r e l im in a ty  i n tr o d u c tio n s  a n d  so m e  e x ­
p la n a t io n s  w e ro  e n te r e d  in to ,  S ta rk —q u i te  u n c o n ­
s c io u s  t h a t  B e p p o  a n d  h is  c o m p a n io n s  d o w n  a t  
D e  la  M oro  P a r k ,  w i th  a  v e ry  d i f f e re n t  o b jec t, 
h a d  re m o v e d  th e  b o d y  o f  S e a to n —g a v e  h i s  v e r ­
sio n  of w h a t  h e  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  t h e  m u rd e r .  
I t  w a s  in  s u b s ta n c e ,  t b e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  w h ic h  
h o  h a d  r e p e a t e d  to  t h e  e a r l ,  b u t  g ro ss ly  e x ­
a g g e ra te d . W h e n  h e  h a d  c o n c lu d e d , B e p p o  
s a id —

“ W e m u s t  a t  p r e s e n t  l e t  t h e  m a t t e r  r e s t  a l ­
t o g e th e r . ’'

“ B u t  w h a t  a m  I  to  d o  fo r  a  l iv n ig  ? I  c a n ’t  
s ta r v e  !”  c r ie d  S ta rk .

“ L e a v e  t h a t  to  m e ,” r e p l ie d  B e p p o ;  “ I  w ill 
s u p p ly  y o u  w i th  m o n e y  ; b u t  u n d e r s ta n d ,  a s  I  
w il l  f o r  s o m e  t im e  r e q u i r e  y o u r  se rv ic es , I  s h a ll  
o n ly  l e t  y o u  h a v e  e n o u g h  to  k e e p  y o u  s o b e r  a n d  
r e s p e c ta b le .  W h e n  o u r  c a u se  is  g a in e d , a n d  w e 
t r i u m p h ,  t h e n  y o u  s h a l l  re c e iv e  a  v e ry  la rg e  su m  
of m o n e y .”

T h e  ru ff ia n  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .
“ W h e n  !” h e  r e p e a te d ,  w i th  e m p h a s is  ; “ i t  

m a y  l a s t  t i l l  d o o m sd a y  ! I ’m  f o r  s h o r t  l ife  a n d  a  
m e r r y  o n e  ! s h a n 't  w a i t  !”

“ T h e  c a u se  m u 4  b e  w o n  o r  l o s t  a t  n o  d i s t a n t  
d a te ,” u rg e d  B e p p o .

“ W h a t  is  th o  c a u se  ?” h e  a sk ed .
“ W h y , to  p ro v e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  is  n o t  th e  

r ig h t fu l  E a r l  D e  l a  M oro ,” r e p l ie d  M a n in i.
“ A n d  h o w ’ll  y o u  d o  i t ? ” je e r in g ly  a sk e d  

S ta rk .
“ L e a v e  t h a t  t o  m e ,” r e tu r n e d  G Ju sep p e . “ Y ou 

a r e  a c q u a in te d  w i th  a l l  t h e  e a r l ’s t e n a n t s  a t  
D o d d e sc o m le ig h .”

“ I  s h o u ld  t h in k  so .”
“ A re  t h e r e  a n y  w h o  c a n  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  to o k  

p la c e  f o r ty  y e a rs  ag o  ?”
“ A few . M o s t o n  e ’m  w e re  b a b ie s  a b o u t  t h a t  

t im e .  I  w a s .”
“ T h o s e  few  a re  o id  p e o p le , o f c o u rs a  ?”
“ Of c o u rse .”

T h e y  a re  to  b e  g o t  a w a y , I  p re s u m e , o r  
s ile n c e d  ?”

“  Y es ; b u t  I  a in ’t  g o in g  to  d o  n o  sc ra g g in g  jo b , 
I  c a n  t e l l  y o u .”

“ I  s h a ll  n o t  w a n t  y o u ,” r e tu r n e d  B e p p o , 
q u ic k ly . “ W h a t  I  s h a l l  w a n t  o f  y o u  is  to  g ive  
m e  th e  n a m e s  a n d  t h e  h i s to r y  o f th o s e  p e rs o n s  
re s id in g  in  o r  п ен г th e  e a r l ’s  e s ta te ,  w h o  a re  
lik e ly  to  re c o l le c t  t h e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  w h ic h  m a y  
h a v e  h a p p e n e d  iu  t h e  f ir s t  y e a rs  o f t h e  e a r l ’s 
in fa n c y . T h e y m u ^ t  e i t h e r  b e  b o u g h t  to  s w e a r  
w h a te v e r  w e m a y  p u t  i n to  t h e i r  m o u th s ,  o r  th e y  
m  -s t  b e  m a d e  to  e m ig ra te .  Y ou  u n d e r s ta n d .”

“  T h e y  m u s t  be  p re v e n te d ,  y o u  see, m y  d e a r  
M r. S ta rk ,” e x c la im e d  M r J a r ,  a  l i t t l e  h o a rs e ly , 
“ f ro m  a p p e a r in g  fo r  t h e  o th e r  s id e  ; so  t h a t  t h e  
e a r l  is  to  f in d  t h e  g r e a te s t  p o s s ib le  d iff ic u lty  in  
p ro v in g  t h a t  h e  is  h im s e lf .”

“ O h , I  see ,” s a id  S ta rk .  “ T h e n  w h a t  y o u  
w a n t  m e  to  d o  is  to  to g  m y se lf  o u t  d e c e n tlv , go 
d o w n  th e r e  a n d  k e e p  so b e r, c o m e  th e  r e fo rm e d  
dod g e , b e  v e ry  ’s p e c ta b le  in  m y  ’p e a ra n c e ,  a n d  
s o u n d  a ll  t h e  fo lk s  I  k n o w  a s  to  w h e e th e r  th e y  
w i[l, o n  b e in g  t ip p e d ,  l e a r n  a  le s se n , a n d  s a y  i t  
a fo re  a  j u d g e ”

“ Y ou  h a v e  e x a c t ly  h i t  i t ,  m y  f r i e n d ,” ex- 
la c im e d  J a r .

“ Y es,” o q s e rv e d  B e p p o , “ t h a t  w il l  b e  o n e  
p a r t  of y o u r  d u ty , c e r ta in ly  : b u t  t h e r e  w il l  b e  
o th e r  t h in g  r e q u ir e d  o f y o u .”

“ O h , I  d e  s a y  ! Y o u ’v e  g o t  t h e  r ig h t fu l  h e ir ,  
o f  c o u rse ,” s a id  S ta i  k , l a y in g  a n  e m p h a s is  o n  
r ig h tfu l  g r in n in g  k n o w in g ly  a s  h e  sp o k e .

M a n in i  h e s i ta te d .
“ T o  b o  s u re  ! to  b e  s u re  ! ” c r ie d  J a r  

q u ick ly .
“ T h a t ’s a  p i ty ,” s a id  S ta rk .

“ W h y  ? ” e x c la im e d  B e p p o  a n d  J a r  to ­
g e th e r .

“  B e c a u se  I  k n o w s  o f o n e  w h o ’d h a ’ b e e n  a  
s tu n n e r  fo r  t h a t  g a m e .”

“ W h o  is  h e  ?” a s k e d  b o t h  in  a  b r e a th .
“ A c o u p le  o f q u i-1, a n d  I ’l l  d ro p  i t  to  y o u ,” t h e  

c u n n in g  ru ff ia n  e x c la im e d , a s  h e  w itn e s s e d  th e  
e a g e rn e s s  o f b o th .

U p o n  i t  b e in g  e x p la in e d  t h a t  a  c o u p le  o f  q u id , 
t r a n s la te d ,  r e a d  tw o  s o v e re ig n s , t h e y  w e re  
h a n d e d  o v e r  to  h im  b y  th e  I ta l ia n ,  a l th o u g h  J a r  
w as d r iv in g  th e  b a rg a in .  S ta rk , o n  f in d in g  th i s  
s u m  w a s  r e a d i ly  g iv en , w a s  s o rry  h e  d id  n o t  a sk  
fo r  m o re , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  a t t e m p t ,  b u t  
t h a t  J a r ,  re a d in g  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f h i s  f e a tu re s ,  
s a id  “ if  w e  d o n ’t  c o n s id e r  t h e  p ert-o n  y o u  m a y  
n a m e  to  b e  s u i ta b le  fo r  o u r  p u rp o se ,  y o u  w ill 
r e tu r n  t h e  m o n e y  n o w  p la c e d  in  y o u r  h a n d s .” 

S ta rk  m a d e  so m e  r e m a rk s  to  t h e  e ffec t 
t h a t  s u c h  r e s t i t u t io n  w as s im p ly  u n p r a c t i-  
c a b le , b u t  c o n fin e d  h is  c o u  p e n s a t io n  to  th e  
a m o u n t  l ie  re c e iv e d . H a v in g  p o c k e te d  i t ,  h e  
b e n t  d o w n  to w a rd s  В ѳ р р о  a n d  J a r ,  so  t h a t  t h e i r  
t h r e e  h e a d s  n e a r ly  to u c h e d ,a n d  h e  s a id , “ y o u  see 
t h e  l a s t  E a r l  D e  l a  M oro  w as, w h e n  a  y o u n g  ’un , 
j u s t  a fo re  h e  c a m e  o f aye , a  w ild  c h a p , r a t h e r  ; 
a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r e t t y  g ir l  in  o u r  v illa g e , n a m e d  
R u t h  E l le n o r .  I t  w as  s a id  t h a t  sh e  w a s  f i n d  o f 
th e  y o u n g  e a r l ,  a n d  t h -  y o u n g  e a r l  w a s  fo n d  o f 
h e r ,  a n d  b o th  w a s  fo n d  o f o n e  a n o th e r .  W h e n  
th e  e a r l  w a s  i n  L o n d o n ,  j u s t  a fo re  h i s  m a r r ia g e ,  
R u th  w a s  in  L o n d o n  to o , a n d  i t  w a s  s a id  sh e  
m a r r ie d  a  L o n d o n  t r a d e s m a n ,  n a m e d  S ta n d e v e r  
jusG a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l  m a r r ie d .  
T h is  t r a d e s m a n  a /e d  a b o u t  s ix te e n  m o n th s  a f te r  
t h e  m a r r ia g e ,a n d  R u th  c a m o  b a * k  to  h e r  m o th e r ,  
a n d  in  r e g u la r  d u e  t im e  s h e  h a d  a  c h ild —a  b o y .” 

“ G o o d  !” s a id  M an in i.
“ C a p ita l  !” c r ie d  J a r ,  r u b b in g  h i s  h a n d s .
*• W e ll,’' c o n tin u e d  S ta rk ,  “ a b o u t  t h e  sa m e  

t im e  th e  C o u n te s s  D e  la  M o re  h a d  a  c h ild —a  b o y  
to o  ; a n d  a s  sh o  w as d e lic a te ,  t h e  e a r l  g o t h e r  to  
s e n d  fo r  R u th  S ta n d e v e r  to  t h e  c a s t le ,  a n d  sh e  
w a s  w e t n u r s e  to  t h e  tw o  b o y s—c o n s e q u e n t ly  
t h e y  w e re  f o s te r -b ro th e r s  ”

“ A d m ira b le , m y  f r ie n d  !”e x c la im e d  M a n in i. 
“JA nd  t h i s  fo s te r-b ro  th e r —w h e re  is  h e  ?”

“ W h y , h e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  r a c k e t ty  w h e n  a  
boy , wo w as b o y s  to g o th e r ,  b u t  h e  w a s  u n lu c k y  
a n d  G o v e rn m e n t  s e n t  h im  o u t  to  B o to n y  B ay . 
B u t  h e  se rv e d  h i s  t im e  o u t ,  a n d  h a s  b een  b ack  
h e re  a  l i t t l e  w h ile ,  lo o k in g  o u t  fo r  a  la y . t I ’ll 
b r in g  h im  t o  y o u  a n y  t im e  y o u  l ik e  to  n a m e .”

“ I s  h e  ik e  t h e  e a r l  ?”
“ A s tw o  p e a s .  H e ’d  m i k e  j u s t  a s  g o o d  a  o n e  

a s  t h e  o th e r .”
“ W h a t  is  h i s  p r e s e n t  n a m e  ?”
‘ W a l te r  S ta n d e v e r .”

A n d  h is  m o th e r  ?”
“ S h e  is  a t  D o d d e sc o m le ig h .”
“ A n y  o th e r  f a m i ly  ?”
“ O n e —a  d a u g h te r ,  w h o ’s n o t  b e e n  se e n  fo r  

y e a rs . M rs. S ta n d e v e r  is  o ld , a n d  m ig h t  b e  f lu r ­
r ie d  i n to  t h e  b e l ie f  t h a t  s h e  c h a n g e d  t h e  c h il ­
d re n  b y  a c c id e n t.  I  k n o w s a  w o m a n , t h e  r ig h t  
age , w h o ’l l  s w e a r  s h e  sa w  i t  d o n e , i f  y o u  t ip  h e r  
t"o r ig h ts .” .

“ S e c u re  h e r  ! i t  s h a l l  b e  d o n e  ! e x c la im e d  
M a n in i. “ B u t  f ir s t  b r in g  to  m e , a t  t h e  c h a m b e r s  
o f M r J a r ,  y o u r  f r ie n d  W a lte r  S ta n d e v e r .  H e  w ill  
e n t e r  t h e  s c h e m e . I  s u p p o s e  ?” . ,

“ R a y th e r !  I ’ll b r in g  h im . L e t ’s s e e —t h is  is 
M o n d a y . W h a t  do  y o u  s a y —F r id a y  n ig h t ,  a t  
e ig h t  ?” . . .

“ T h a t  w ill  do . I  w il l  b e  t h e r e .” s a id  M a n in i. 
“ A t t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  I  w il l  f u r n i s h  y o u  w i th  
m o n e y  a n d  in s t r u c t io n s  ; b u t ,  m a r k  m e , y o u  
m u s t  k e e p  so b e r.”

“  A ll r ig h t  1” s a id  S ta rk .
A n d  so  t h e y  ro se  a n d  to o k  th e i r  d e p a r tu re ,  

u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n c e  of M r. B u lw in k le , w h o , n o t  
a ff l ic te d  w i th  r e t i r i n g  m o d e s ty , m a d e  i t  q u i te  
u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  h e  “ s to o d  in ,” b e in g  p r e p a r e d  to  
r e n d e r  s e rv ic e  if  i t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  of h im , a n d  q u i te  
a s  r e a d y  to  h a v e  h i s  s h a re  o f  t h e  p lu n d e r .  T h is  
w a s  p ro m is e d  h im , a n d  t h e y  q u i t t e d  t h e  p la c e — 
J a r  to  r e tu r n  t o  c h a m b e r s ,  to  e x e c u te  a n d  fo rm  
d o c u m e n ts ,  a n d  B e p p o  to  h o ld  a  c o n fe re n c e  w i th  
A n d r e a  d i L io n i.

C H A P T E R  X II I .
P A R IS — T H E  AM BA SSA D O R—T H E  A G E N T —T H E  G R IS- 

E T T E .

L e t  u s  r e tu r n  t o  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f W a rre n  E a r l  
D e  la  M ore.

U p o n  h i s  a r r iv a l  in  P a r i s  h e  m a d e  h i s  w a y  to  
t h e  re s id e n c e  o f t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  w i th  
w h o m  h e  w a s  w e ll  a c q u a in te d ,  h a v in g  in  y e a rs  
p a s t  b o e n  o n  te r m s  o f in t im a te  f r ie n d s h ip  
w i th  h im ,  a n d  u p o n  in q u ir y  a t  h i s  h o te l ,  h e  
f o u . i d h im  a t  h o m e  a n d  a lo n e . T h e  la c q u e y , 
o n  a n n o u n c in g  h is  lo rd s h ip  to  t h e  B r i t i s h  
m in is te r ,  r e c e iv e d  in s t r u c t io n s  to  a d m i t  h im  
i n s t a n t ly  in to  t h e  s a n c tu m  w h e re  t h e  r e p re -  
s e n sa t iv e  o t h e r  B r i ta n n ic  M a je s ty  u s u a lly  r e ­
t i r e d  to  c o g ita te  u p o n  d ip lo m a tic  m o v e s  t o  w h ic h  
h e  h a d  b e e n  su b je c te d , a n d ’ to  c o n s tr u  ,t s t r a ta ­
g e m s  to  o u s t  t h e  R u s s ia n , f o re s ta l l  th e  A u s tr ia n , 
k t e p  u n d e r  t h e  P ru s s ia n ,  s u p p o r t  t h e  T u rk , r u n  
n e c k  a n d  n e c k  w i th  t h e  P a p a l  n u n c io , a n d  m a in ­
t a i n  t h e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  E n g la n d  a l l  o v e r. No 
v is i to r ,  a s  a  ru le ,  w as a d m i t te d  to  t h i s  c h a m b e r  
t h e  e x c ep tio n a i;ca se ~  w e re  few , a u d  of r a r e  o c c u r­
re n c e  ; iu  fa c t ,  i t  w as u u d e rs to o d  t h a t  w h e n  h is  
lo rd s h ip , t h e  m in is te r  o f E n g la n d ,  r e t i r e d  in to  
th is  c lo s e t—a s  th e  c h a m b e r ,  in  c o m m o n  p a /  la n c e  
w a s  t e r m e d —h e  w a s  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  n o t  a t  

o m e.
S u c h , in  t r u t h ,  w a s  t h e  a n s w e r  w h ic h  L o r d  D e 

la  M j r e  rec e iv ed  u p o n  h is  f ir s t  a p p lic a t io n  to  be 
a d m i t te d  ; b u t  h e  w a s  n o t  to  b e  ^ d en ie d , a n d  in ­
d u c e d  th e  s e -v a n t  w h o  re c e iv e d  h im  to  b e a r  in  
h is  n a m e ,  o n  a  c h a n c e  o f b e in g  a d m i t te d  to  a  
p r iv a te  in te rv ie w , w h ic h  h e  d e c la r e d  to  b e  u rg e n t  
a n d  im p o r ta n t .

O n u s h e r in g  t h e  e a r l  i n t o  t h e  s a n c tu m , t h e  s e r ­
v a n t  , b rie fly  a n n o u n c in g  E a r l  D e  la  M ore, r e t i r e d  
a n d  a  t a l l ,  e ld e r ly  g e n tle m a n ,  a d v a n c e d  in  y e a rs  
b u t  t h e  v e ry  id e a l  of a  s ta t e  m in is te r ,  ro se  f ro m  
a  ta b le ,  a t  w h ic n  h a  w as s e a te d  w r i tin g  ; a n d , 
e x te n d in g  h i s  h a n d  to  t h e  e a rl ,  s a id , “ D e  l a  M o re  
I  a m  g la d  to  r e n e w  a n  a c q u a in ta n c e  w h ic h  h a s  
b e e n  in te r r u p te d  fo r  y t a r s ,  c h e c k e d  I ro m  so m e  
f a u l t  o f  m in e  o r  y o u rs . I f  I  a m  to  
b la m e , b e lie v e  m e , t h e  b u s in e s s  of 
m y  c o u n tr y  h a s  so  a b s o rb e d  m y  
c o n s ta n t  a t t e n t io n ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  a n  o p ­
p o r tu n i ty  o f c u lt iv a t in g  a n d  im p ro v in g  a n  i n t i ­
m a c y  w i th  a  d e a r  f r i e n d  ; i f  th e  c a u se  r e s t s  
w i th  y o u , s i t  d o w n , a n d  e x p la in  to  m e  w h y  I  
h a v e  n o t  s e e n  y o u , h e a r d  f ro m  o r  o f  y o u ,  fo r  a n  
a g e  ”

*• I  r e s p o n d  to  y© ur k in d  w e lc o m e , R o w le y ,” 
r e p l ie d  th o  e a r l ,  “ fo r  I  a m  g la d  a g a in  to  see  
y o u  a f t e r  so lo n g  a  s e p a r t io n .  I  d o u b t  i f  e i th e r  
a re  to  b la m e , t h a t  w e  h a v e  n o t  m e t  o r  c o r r e ­
s p o n d e d  fo r  so  lo n g  a  p e r io d . A t  a ll  e v e n ts ,  th e  
f a u l t  s h o u ld  s i t  l ig h t ly  u p o n  o u r  sh o u ld e rs ,  fo r  
y o u r  p a t r i o . i s m  h a s  l e f t  y o u  b u t  s m a l l  o p p o r tu n ­
i ty  o f e n jo y in g  th o s e  p le a s u re s  a n d  c o m fo r ts  
w h ic h  r e n d e r s  t h e  w o r ld  w o r th  l iv in g  f o r  ” 

“ G o o d !” e x c la im e d  L o rd  L o w te y . “ W ell, 
th e n ,  w e  w ill a s s u m e  t h e  f a u l t  to  b e  y o u rs  : a n d  
n o w  te l l  m e , w h y  y o u  h a v e  g iv en  m e  th e  c u t  i n ­
te n t io n a l  o r  a c c id e n ta l  ?”

“ D o  y o u  r e m e m b e r  o u r  l a s t  m e e t in g ,  R o w ley ?” 
a s k e d  t h e  e a rl, in  a  su b d u e d  v o ice, a  s l ig h t  q u iv e r  
b e in g  p e rc e p t ib le  in  i t .  L o rd  R o w le y  p la c e d  h is  
h a n d  o v e r  h i s  e y e s  to  th in k ,  a n d  th e n  h e  w i th ­
d re w  i t ,  a n d  p r e s s e d  t h a t  o f h i s  f r ie n d .

“  L e t  u s  t a lk  o f t h e  p r e s e n t ,” h e  s a id . “ T h e  
p a s t  h a s  b i t t e rn e s s  f o r  t h e  b e s t  o f u s , e v e n  
th o u g h  i t  g ild s  t h e  a g re e a b le  a n d  s o f te n s  th e  
a ff l ic t in g  W h a t  b r in g s  y o u  to  P a r i s ?  N o t 
th e  s im p le  d e s ire  to  see  m e, o f  c o u rse , b u t  p e r ­
h a p s  so m e  m a t t e r  in  w h ic h  I  c a n  b e  o f s e rv ic e  to  
y o u .”

“ Y ou h a v e  g u e sse d  i t .” a n s w e re d  t h e  e a r l .  “ I  
a m  o n  m y  w a y  to  F lo re n c e , u p o n  a n  e r r a n d  o f a  
s in g u la r  a n d  i m p o r ta n t  c h a ra c te r ,  a n d  I  c o m e  to  
y o u  to  h e lp  m e .”

“ C o m m a n d  m e.”
“ I  h a v e  ta k e n  a  p a s s p o r t  f ro m  L o n d o n  to  P a r is  

o n ly , a n d  I  w o u ld  h a v e  y o u  g r a n t  m e  o n e  fo r 
F lo re n c e  in  a n o th e r  n a m e .”

“A n o th e r  n a m e ? ”
“ Y es. I  h a v o  a  p o w e rfu l  m o tiv e  fo r  p re s e rv in g  

a  s t r i c t  in c o g n ito .”
“ H a !  D e  la  M ore , y o u  a re  a b o u t  to  r e s u s ­

c i t a te  m a t t e r s  lo n ^  s in c e  b u r ie d . W ill t h is  b e  
w is e ? ”

“ R o w le y , I  a m  fo rc e d  to  t h e  c o u rs e  I  a m  
p u r s u in g  : I  a m  c o m p e lle d  to  t h e  s te p  I  a m  
ta k in g .”

“ A n d  p e rh a p s  n o t .  H a v e  y o u  ta k e n  c o u n s e l  o n  
th e  p o lic y  o f y o u r  p r e s e n t  m o v e ? ”

“  Of m y  o w n  h e a r t . ”
“  I n  p e rs  n a l  m a t te r s ,  g e n e ra l ly  t h e  w o r s t  

g u id e  y o u  c a n  fo llo w  W ill  > o u  s u b m i t  y o u r  c a se  
to  m e  ? I  w il l  g iv e  y o u  m y  b e s t  a d v ic e —q u i te  
c o n sc io u s , b y  t h e  w a y . t h a t  i t  i s  a  d o n a tio n  
fre e ly , f ra n k ly  a n d  u s u a lly  s in c e re ly  o ffe re d  b u t  
v e ry  r a r e ly  a c c e p te d .”

“ I  a m  a n x io u s  to  e x p la in  m y  p o s i t io n  to  y o u  ; 
a n d  m o s t  r e a d y  to  p ro f i t  b y  y o u r  c o u n s e l .” 

“ P r o c e e d ! ”
“ Y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in i  ”
“ O f F lo re n c e . G ra c e  D ie u  ! A w o > a n  n o t  

l ig h t ly  to  b e  fo rg o t te n .  W h a t  a  w o n d e r fu l  
d ip lo m a t i s t  s h e  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e , s h e  w o u ld  
h a v e  e c lip s e d  th e  s u b tle  in tr ig u a n te ,  t h e  P r in c e s s  
L ie v e n . A h l I  r e m e m b e r  y o u  m a n a g e d  to  m a k e  
l ie r  y o u r  e n e m y . H o w  w as t h a t  ?—i t  h a s  e sca p e d  
m e .”

T h e  e a r l  re d d e n e d  to  t h e  t ip s  o f h i s  e a rs .
“  T h e  o c c as io n  o f o u r  d isu n io n  is  n o t  to  t h e  

p u rp o s e  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t ,” h e  s a id  h a s t i ly .  “ L e t  
i t  suffice , s h e  b e c a m e  m y  r e le n tle s s  e n e m y  ; b u t  
I  b e lie v e d  b y  a  f e a r fu l  s tro k e  o f  a ff l ic t io n  t h a t  
b e fe ll  m e , h o r  m a l ig n ity  w a s  s a te d .  I  h a v e  b e e n  
in  e r r o r .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  q u ie t  o n ly  to  p e r f e c t  
s c h e m e s  to  c o m p a s s  m y  d e s tr u c t io n .  S h e  h a s  
c o m m e  u ced  p u t t i n g  in to  o p e ra t io n  th e  p la n  sh e  
h a d  b e e n  so  lo n g  p r e p a r in g  ; a lr e a d y  a m  I  b e g in ­
n in g  to  fee l t h e  d e a d ly  c h a r a c te r  o f  h e r  m a c h in ­
a tio n s , a n d  u n le s s  I  a m  a c tiv e  a n d  p ro m p t ,  a s  
w e ll a s  s e c re t,  in  m y  e ffo r ts  to  c o u n te r a c t  h e r  
a r ts ,  I  s h a ll  b e  e n m e s h e d  in  h e r  w eb , a n d  
u t te r ly  d e s tro y e d , w i th o u t  t h e  p o w e r  to  sa v e  
m y s e lf .”

“ R e m a rk a b le  s k il l  in  a r t i f ic e  h a s  L a  
C o n te s sa . I  h a d  o n c e  a  p a s sa g e  w i th  h e r ,  b u t  
sh e  d e c id e d ly  d e fe a te d  m e , a n d  t o  h e r  su c ce ss  I  
p ro b a b ly  o w e  th e  f a c t  of n o t  b e in g  a t  t h is  i n s t a n t  
a n  i n m a te  o f P a ra d is e  o r  l im b o , a t  le a s t .  Y ou 
a re  g o in g  to  F lo r tn c e ,  y o u  s a y  ?”

“ I  a m .”
“ T h e  c o n te s s a  r e s id e s  t h e r e  y e t .”
“ S h e  d o e s—a t  t h e  P a la c e  C o n ta r in i .”
“ O r t h e  V illa  C o n ta r in i  o i t h e  b a n k s  of t h e  

A rn o —a  v e ry  c a b in e t  o f b i jo u te r ie .  I  h a v e  v is i te d  
b o th .”

“  A n d  I ,  u n h a p p ily .”
“ T  b e  s u re  a n d  w ill  a g a in .”
T h e  e a r l  s h u d d e re d .
“ N e v e r  F 'h e  sa id , e m p h a t ic a l ly .
“ So I  s a id  o n ce  in  r e s p e c t  to  a  s y re n  w h o  h a d  

t r i c k e d  m e, b u t  m y  ‘n e v e r ’ w a s  o f f o u r-a n d - tw e n ty  
h o u r s  d u r a t io n .  W h y , D e  la  M ore , y o u  a re  
w a lk in g  w i th  y o u r  e y e s  o p e n , a n d  y o u r  w in g s 
fo ld e d , i n to  t h is  c r e a tu r e ’s w eb . D o  y o u  p re s u m e  
t h e  s p id e r  w ill  n o t  see  y o u  a n d  v i s i t  y o u  ?”

“ I  s h a ll  n o t  w a lk  in to  t h e  w eb , fo r  m y  ey e s  a re  
s p re a d  o p e n  to  a v o id  i t  ; n o r  s h a ll  I  l e t  t h e  
s p id e r  p e rc e iv e  m e , R o w le y  ; fo r  w h ic h  p u rp o se  
d o  I  a p p ly  to  y o u  fo r  a  p a s s p o r t  in  a n o th e r  
n a m e .”

“  Y ou  a re  a b o u t  to  t r y  y o u r  sk il l  in  d isg u is e s  ; 
t h i s  w o m n n  w il l  b e  a  m a tc h  f o r  y o u  a t  t h a t  
g a m e . I  a m  a f r a id  y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  h e r  r ig h t ly  
y e t .”

“ I  k n o w  h e r  c ru e l  s u b t le ty  b u t  to o  w e ll.”
“ D o  y o u  k n o w  th e  D u c a  d i  B e rg a m o  ?”
“ N o  !”
“  A h  ! y o u  h a v e  s o m e th in g  to  l e a r n ,  I  see. 

W e ll, h e  is  a  m a n  s c ru p u lo u s ly  to  a v o id . T h e r e

is  a  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  t h e  c o n te s s a  
I  d o  n o t  a l to g e th e r  c o m p r e h e n d  ; h e  is  n o t  h e r  
cavalier©  s e rv a n te ,  y e t  h e  is  h e r  h u m b le  s e rv a n t  
ev e r. S h o u ld  h e  k u o w  o f  y o u r  a r r iv a l ,  i tw o u ld  
b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  th o u g h  y o u  w e re  to  c o n f r o n t  t h e  
c o n te s s a  a n d  sa y  to  her,?  w i th  a  b o w , ‘ Y o u r  
se rv a n t ,  c o n te s s a  ! H e re  I  a m  in  F lo re n c e , a t  
y o u r  se rv ic e ,” A n d  s h o u ld  o n e  o f h e r  d o m e s tic s  
fo llo w  y o u , w h e re v e r  y o u  w e n t,  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  
m o re  a c c u r a te ly  a p p r iz e d  o f y o u r  m o v e m e n ts  
t h a n  s h e  w ill, s h o u ld  th e  D u c a  d i B e rg a m o  b e ­
c o m e  a c q u a in te d  w i th  y o u r  p re s e n c e  in  t h e  c a p i ­
t a l  of th e  G ra n d  I u c h y  o f  T u s c a n y . N ow , D e 
l a  M ore, m a k e  m e  to  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  c o n s id e r  to  
b e  t h e  p ro o fs  of t h e  c o n te s s a ’s r e n e w a l  o f  h e r  
e ffo r ts  to  a v e n g e  w h a t  I  s u p p o s e  s h e  e s te e m s  
h e r  w ro n g s .”

“ H e r  w ro n g s  ?”
“  W ell, t h a t  is  n o t  t o  t h e  p u rp o se . E v e r y  w o­

m a n  h a s  h e r  w rongs, n o  m a t t e r  h o w  m u c h  sh e  
m a y  d e se rv e  t h e  t r e a tm e n t  s h e  r e c e iv e s , h e r  ow n  
c u lp a b i l i ty  is  n e v e r  t a k e n  in to  a c c o u n t .  
I f  sh e  d o es  n o t  h a v e  h e r  o w n  w a y  
p re c is e ly —d re s s  a s  s h e  p l e a s e s —in d u lg e  in  
e v e ry  sp e c ie s  o f  g a ie ty  f o r  w h ic h  s h e  fee ls  
in c l in e d —s h e  is  w ro n g e d . E v e r y  c h e c k  t o  h e r  
w h im s —e v e ry  c u rb  u p o n  e x tr a v a g a n t  fa n c ie s  is  
p u t  d o w n  a s  a  w ro n g . S u m m e d  u p , t h e y  m a d e  a  
t o ta l  of in iq u i t ie s  w h ic h  s h e  r a r e ly  f a i ls  t o  n u rse , 
d a n d le , a n d  h o ld  u p  b e fo re  y o u r  e y e s  w h e n e v e r  
o c c as io n  o ffe rs—e v e n  w h e n  i t  d o e s  n o t  o ffer. 
T h e s e  a re  h e r  w ro n g s !—n o  w o m a n  is  w i th o u t  
th e m .  A sk th e m . T h e y  a re ,  a t  le a s t ,  h o n e s t  in  
th is .  T h e y  w il l  s a y  Y es, a t  o n ce . O h  1 to  b e  s u re  
th e  c o n te s s a  h a s  h a d  h e r  w ro n g s  ; b u t  s h e  is  o n e  
o f t h e  few  w o m e n  w h o  a v e n g es  th e m  w i th  r e l e n t ­
le s s  a n im  s ity  a n d  p e rs e c u tio n —B u t  I  i n te r r u p t  
y o u r  r e la t io n .  Go o n , D e  l a  M ore, a n d  re m e m b e r ,  
t h e  le s s  re t ic e n c e  y o u  d isp la y , t h e  g r e a te r  p e r ­
h a p s  m y  pow7e r  to  se rv e  y o u .’

T h e  E a r l  D o la  M ore, w h e n  h e  c e a se d , r e l a te d  
to  h im  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  o f h i s  son , L o rd  A rn o ld , 
fa l l in g  in  lo v e  w i th  A m y  S e a to n —o f h i s  o w n  d e ­
c id ed  o p p o s it io n  to  i t —of th e  s tru g g le  b e tw e e n  
L o r d  A rn o ld  a n d  H ea to n  in  t h e  c o p se —th e  
m y s te r io u s  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f t h e  b o c y  of th e  
g a m e k e e p e r—th e  s to ry  o f S ta rk —t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  
s ta r t l i n g  d e p a r tu re  o t A m y —t h e  f lig h t o f h is  son , 
a n d  h is  f ru i t le s s  e ffo r ts  to  d isc o v e r  h im —o f th e  
d isc o v e ry  b y  th e  p o lic e  d e te c t iv e  o f t h e  d e p a r tu re  
f ro m  L o n d o n  of t h e  w o u  a n  h e  h a d  e n c o u n te re d  
b y  t h e  h u t ,  a n d  a s  f a r  a s  h e  c o u ld  ju d g e , A m y — 
an d . s u b s e q u e n t ly , t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  S e a to n , 
y e t  su ffe r in g  f ro m  th o  e ffe c ts  o f  h is  
w o u n d , to g e th e r  w i th  h i s  o b ta in in g  a  p a s s p o r t  
f o r  F lo re n c e  in  c o m p a n y  w i th  a n  a g e n t  o f t h e  
c o n te s s a . As y e t,  th e r e  is  n o th iu g  d e fin  t e  in  th e  
a t t a c k ,  b u t  t h e r e  w as t h e  s tro n g  fo re s h a d o w in g  
o f  w h a t  w a s  iu  s to r e .”

“ I n  s h o r t ,” s a id  L o r d  R o w le y , “ t h e  o u tw o rk s  
a r e  b e in g  n s s a u lte d  p re v io u s  to  t h e  s to rm in g  of 
t h e  c ita d e l.”

“  E x a c tly .  N ow  l e t  u s  see  h o w  t h e  c a se  s ta n d s . 
T h a t  m a n ,  S ta rk , i s  a  l ia r  a n d  a  sc o u n d re l— 
n o  d o u b t  t h e  m a n  w h o  s ta b b e d  t h e  g a m e ­
k e e p e r .”

• H e  ?—w h e re fo re  ?”
“ S o m e .o ld  g ru d g e . I t  is, a t  l e a s t ,  f a r  m o re  

p ro b a b ly  t h a n  t h a t  a  n ig h  b re d  g a lla n t  y o u n g  
n o b le  s h o u ld  c o m m it  t h e  a c t  o f a n  a s sa s s in .”

“ T h a n k  y ou , R o w le y —t h a n k  y o u , m y  f r ie n d ,” 
e x c la im e d  th e  e a r l ,  t e a r s  s ta r t i n g  in  h is  ey es. 
“ S u c h  a n  im p re ss io n  in  t h e  m in d  of o n e  so  c le a r  
s ig h te d  a s  y o u rse lf , is  a  v a s t  re l ie f  to  m y  so u l, 
b o rn e  d o w n  b y  th e  w e ig h t  o f a  j e a r  t h a t  m y  b o y  
w o u ld  b e  g u ilty , in  a  f it  o f f re n z y , o f so  d a s ta r d ly  
a  d e e d .”

“  T h a t ,  in  h i s  p a s s io n , h e  fe l le d  h im  to  th e  
g ro u n d , I  d o u b t  n o t ,” s a id  L o rd  R o w le y  : “ b u t  
h e  t h e n  p a sse d  o n  w i th o u t  lo o k in g  a t  h im , I  
w o u ld  sw e a r. H o w e v e r, l e t  u s  go  o n . Y o u r  
g a m e k e e p e r  l ia s  b e e n  in  t h e  p a y  of t h e  c o n te s s a ;  
a ll  y o u r  d o in g s  o f t h e  few  p a s t  y e a rs  
a r e  k n o w n  to  h e r  ; t h e  g irl, h je ^ d a u g h te r ,  m a y  
b e  a  c o c k a tr ic e  o n  to  d e c o y  а й с у  c a p tu r e  y o u r  
s o n —w eak , l ik e  a ll  s o n s  o f t h e  se a , m  r e s p e c t  to
th e  f a i r  s e x  ”

“ I  c a n n o t  fa n c y  t h a t  to  b e  t r u e ,  R o w le y ,”
“ I  w o u ld  r a t h e r '  b e lie v e  i t  is  n o t ,  W e  m u s t  

n o t  o v e rlo o k  h n r  su d d e n  d i s a p p e a ra n c e  f ro m  th e  
c o tta g e . T h e  f lig h t  o f  y o u r  so n  I  lo o k  u p o n  as  
a  n a tu r a l  c o n seq u e n c e . H e , I  say , w e n t  a b ro a d . 
R o u g h in g  fo r  a  w h ile  w il l  w ip e  off a ll  p a in fu l  
im p re ss io n s , a n d  h e  w il l  r e tu r n  r e a d y  to  m e e t  
y o u r  v iew s  in  a n  a l l i a n c e —fo r  a  m a r r ia g e  w i th  
t h i s  g i r l  is  n o t  to  b e  th o u g h t  o f. T h a t  w 'ould 
n e v e r  d o  !”

Of c o u rse  n o t ,  as n o u g h t,  a s  a l l  m e n  o f h is  
a g e  a n d  s ta t io n  w o u ld  th in k .  O, r a r e  e x c e p tio n , 
w h e re  a r t  t h o u  ?

A f te r  f a r t h e r  s u m m in g  u p  th e  c a se  a s  i t  s to o d , 
h e  c o n fe s se d  th e r e  w a s  r e a s o n  to  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  
c o n te s s a  in te n d e d  m isc h ie f , a n d  t h a t  s h e  m u s t  b e  
f o u g h t  w i th  h e r  o w n  w e a p o n s .

“ B u t, D e  l a  M ore,” s a id  h e , “ y o u  c a n n o t  d o  th i s  
u n a id e d .  Y ou k n o w  F lo re n c e  w e ll? ”

“ A las , to o  w e ll 1”
“ T h a t  is  s o m e th in g :  b u t  i t  is  n e e d fu l  y o u  

sh o u ld  h a v e  a  c o m p a n io n  m o re  k e e n , a c u te , 
s u b tle ,  a n d  u n s c ru p u lo u s  t h a n  y o u rse lf .  I  
k n o w  s u c h  a  m a n  w h o se  a id  w o u ld  b e  i n v a lu a ­
b le  to  y o u . W e  w ill t a k e  s o m e  r e f r e s h m e n t,  
a n d  t h e n  w e w il l  seek  h im . Y o u  m a y  p la c e  im ­
p l ic i t  c o n fid e n c e  in  h im . H e  is  b o u n d  to  m e  to  
t h e  e x te n t  o f h is  life  ; h e  c a n  se rv e  y o u  w e ll  a n d  
f a i th fu l ly ,  a n d  w ill do so, u n d e r  m y  in s p i r a t io n .” 

T h e  e a r l  th a n k e d  h im  w a rm ly . H e  j u m p e d  a t  
t h e  p ro p o s it io n . I t  w as e x a c t ly  w h a t  h e  r e q u i r e d  
—w h a t  h e  w ished , b u t  h e  k n e w  o f n o  o n e  to  t r u s t  
—n o  one, in  t r u t h ,  c o m p e te n t  t o  h e lp  b im , a n d  
h e  w as m u c h  g ra tif ie d  a t  t h e  p ro s p e c t  o f o b t a in ­
in g  s u c h  a n  in d iv id u a l.

R e f re s h m e n t  w a s  se rv e d  u p , a n d  d u r in g  th e  
t im e  i t  w as b e in g  p a r ta k e n  of, in d if fe r e n t  s u b ­
je c t s  w e re  d iscu ssed , a n d  to p ic s  o f t h e  d a y  c o m ­
m e n te d  o n . N o o n e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e lie v e d , to  h a v e  
h e a r d  E a r l  D o la  M ore c o n v e rse  u p o n  c u r r e n t  
q u e s tio n s , h o w  m u c h  h i s  th o u g h ts  a n d  m in d  
w e re  o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  s u b je c t  o n  w h ic h  h e  
w a s  p e rs o n a l ly  en g ag ed .

T h e  r e p a s t  b e in g  en d e d , t h e  a m b a s s a d o r  a n d  
th e  e a r l  s a ll ie d  fo rth . T h e y  s tro l le d  d o w n  th e  
B o u le v a rd s , a n d  p a s se d  d o w n  a  t u rn in g  le a d in g  
to  t h e  Q u a r te r  L a t in ,  o r  S tu d e n ts ’ Q u a r te r ,  a n d  
in  o n e  of t h e  n a rro w  s t r e e t s  t h  y  p a u s e d  n e fo re  
a  t a l l  h o u s e . H a v in g  o b ta in e d  a d m is s io n , th e y  
p ro c e e d e d  s lo w ly  a n d  q u ie t ly  u p  to  t h e  t h i r d  f lig h t, 
a n d  s to p p e d  b e fo re  a  d o o r  a t  w h ic h  L o r d  R o w ley  
g a v e  t h r e e  g* n t le  ta p s . T h o  d o o r  w a s  s h o r t ly  
o p e n e  l b y  a  p r e t ty  l i t t l e  g r is e tte ,  w h o  g re e te d  
h i s  lo rd s h ip  w i th  a  sm ilin g  a ir .

“ A h  ! m y  l i t t l e  G e n e v iev e  ! ” h e  e x c ia im e d  ; 
“ is  t h a t  y o u  ?”

“ A h  ! y e s—i t  is  m y  p o o r  l i t t l e  p e rs o n , a t  y o u r  
se rv ic e , goo d  m o n s ie u r ,” sh e  r e p l ie d .

“ T h a t  is  g ood ,” h e  re s p o n d e d .  “ P ra y ,  is  
y o u r  w o r th y  u n c le , M o n s ie u r  J e a n  d e  F o ix , 
w i th in  ?”

“ A h  ! yes, m o n s ie u r.  H e  is  n e v e r  d e n ie d  to  
y o u . Y o u  a re  h i s  frien d , w h o m  h e  esteeuds. H e  
is  a lw a y s  p ro u d  to  see y ou . O h  ! b u t  I  w ill  f ly  to  
h im , a n d  d e n o u n c e y o u r  a p p ro a d h .”

R e c e iv in g  th e m  in to  t h e  ro o m , a n d  d u s tin g  
th e  c h a ir s  w ith  h e r  a p ro n ,  sm ilin g  o n  b o th  p ie t -  
t i ly ,  a g re e a b ly , a n d  c h e e r fu lly , sh e  p la c e d  s e a ts  
f o r  th e m ,  a n d  r a n  off to  a c q u a in t  h e r  u n c le  w i th  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f v isito rs .

S h e  so o n  re tu rn e d ,  a n d  le d  t h e  w a y  th r o u g h  a  
c o u p le  o f ro o m s  in to  a  s le e p in g  a o a r tm e n t ,  a n d  
c lo s in g  a  d o o r  c a re fu lly  a f te r  h e r ,  sh e  a p p ro a c h e d  
th e  w a ll,  w h ic h  w as m a r k e d  w i th  o a k e n  p a n e l l ­
in g  ; t o u c h in g  a  s p rin g , o n e  o f  t n e  p a n e ls  flew  
o p e n , a n d  d isc lo sed  a  s m a l l  a p a r t m e n t  b e y o n d . 
I n to  t h i s  t h e  earl a n d  L o r d  R o w le y  m a d e  t h e i r  
w a y  - t h e  p a n e l  g lid in g  b a c k  t o  i t s  p la c e , l e a v in g  
t h e  g ir l  G enev ieve, in  t h e  b e d ro o m .

T h is  a p a r t m e i t  w a s  s m a l l , i t  h a d  a  b e d , a  
ta b le ,  tw o  o r  th re e  c h a ir s ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  l ib r a ry — 
ch ie f ly  w o rk s  o: th e o lo g ic a l  o r  s c ie n tif ic  c h a r ­
a c te r .  I t  w as  h e a te d  b y  a  c h a rc o a l  s to v e , a n d  
so m e  R u s s ia n  m a tt in g  w a s  u p o n  t h e  b r ic k  floo r. 
I t  w as  s n u g  enough , b u t  i t  h a d  q u i te  t h e  a i r  o f a  
s e c r e t  h id in g  p a c e ,

T h e  t e n a n t  w».s a  t a l l ,  t h in  m a n ,  w 'ith  a  p a le  
fac e , r a t h e r  c a d av e ro u s  in  a s p e c t .  H is  h a i r  w as 
v e ry  s h o r t ,  h is  eyebrow s w e re  t h in  a n d  l ig h t ,  h e  
h a d  n e i th e r  m iB tach o is , b e a rd ,  n o r  w h is k e rs ,  a n d  
h e  w a s  d re s s e d  n  a  c lo se ly  f i t t in g  b la c k  gow n, 
s o m e th in g  l ik e  i  p r ie s t ’s  ca sso c k , o r  a  p ro fe s s o r ’s 
u n d e r  ro b e . His e y e lid s  a p p e a r e d  r e d  f ro m  c lo se  
s tu d y , a n d  h i s  t s p e c t  w as t h a t  o f a  m a n  o f s c ien ce  
w ho  b u r ie d  h is l if e  in  p e ru s in g  w o rk s  o f  a n  a b ­
s tr u s e  n a tu r e ,  m d  o f p o n d e r in g  in c e s s a n tly  to  
f in d  o u t  w h a t  i t  w as  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  disc& ver.

H e  m a d e  a  p o f o u n d  b o w  a n d  a n  e a rn e s t  ges­
tu r e  to  L o r d  R»w ley, a s  th o  g h  h e  w a s  u n d e r  th e  
v e ry  d e e p e s t  o b lig a tio n  to  h im  ; e x p re s s e d  h is  
p la s u r e  a t  th e h o n o r  o f t h i s  v is i t ,  a n d  w a i te d  in  
s ile n c e  h i s  c o n m a n d s ,  p r e p a r in g  to  o b ey  th e m  so 
f a r  as  h e  coulc-.

“  T h is  is  m y fr ie n d , t h e  E a r l  D e  l a  M ore. U n ­
d e r s ta n d  m e, « e a n  de  F o ix , y o u  m u s t  s e rv e  h im  
a s  y o u  w o u ld  lerve  m e  ; in  d o in g  so  f a i th fu l ly  
y o u  w ill  f in d  the w ay  to  t h e  c e n tr e  o f  m y  h e a r t .  ’ 

“ L e t  m e  lif< a n s w e r  fo r  t h e  z e a l  I  w ill  d isp la y  
in  h i s  lo rd sh ip ’s s e rv ic e ,” r e tu r n e d  D e  F o ix .

“ T h a t  is  «nough !” e x c la im e d  h is  lo rd s h ip . 
“ I  a m  a w a re  t h a t  y o n  a re  a c q u a in te d  w i th  a ll 
p a r t s  o f  l t i l y  ; t h a t  T u s c a n y  is  f a m il ia r ,  
an<i y o u r  in t in a c y  w i r h  F lo re n c e  e sp e c ia lly  
c lo se . Y o u  k io w  m a h y  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  b o th  
a m o n g  t h e  h ig h er c la s se s  a n d  th e  lo w e r, a n d  

k n o w  h o w  tc  a v a il  y o u rse lf  o f t h e i r  i n te r e s t  
w h e n  y o u  re q a ire  i t .  Y ou k n o w  t h e  D u c a  d i  B e r ­
g a m o ? ”

J e a n  d e  Foix’s ev e s  fe ll, h i s  e y e b ro w s  c o n ­
t r a c te d  a n d  fcis t e e th  s l ig h tly  g r a te d  t o g e th e r  : 
t h e  m o v e m e n t of h is  f e a tu re s  w as s l ig h t  b u t  i t  
u n fo ld e d  m uoh.

“ I  d o  k n o w  h im , m y  lo rd .”
“ I  d© n o t  m e a n  b y  r e p u te  o r  s u p e rf ic ia lly  

—b u t  y o u  a ie  a c q u a in te d  w i th  h i s  in n e r  n a ­
tu re ,  D e  F c ix ,” s a id  L o rd  R o w le y , e x p re s s ­
iv e ly .

“  Ï  a m , m y lo rd .  H is  c ra f t in e s s  is  n o t  b e t t e r  
k n o w n  to  h .u s e l f .”

“ Y ou  k m w  th e  C o n te s s a  C o n ta r in i ,  D e 
F o ix  ?”

T h e r e  wasfche s a m e  c o n v u ls io n  o f f e a tu re s ,  
o n ly  t h i s  t i n e  m o re  a p p a re n t ,  i n  t h e  fa c e  o f J e a n  
d e  F o ix .  S t i l  h e  b a d  s u c h  c o m m a n d  o v e r  h is  
e m o t io n s  t l u t  th e  m u sc le s  o t  h is  f a c e  a p p e a r e d  
o n ly  to  suffe* f ro m  a  tw i tc h .

“ I  d o , m y  o rd ,” h  » r e p l ie d  in  t h e  s a m e  to n e  ; 
“I  k n o w  h e ra s  w e ll a s  I  k n o w  t h e  D u c a  d i  B e r ­
g a m o . I  kn« w h e r  p r in c ip a l  ag en t,. В е р  no, h e r  
b o d y d o m e s ic  J u a n n o ,  h e r  g o n d o lie r , S te fa n o . I
k n o w  P s l ia  ! m y  lo rd , I  n e e d  t e l l  y o u  n o
m o re  t h a n  t i a t  I  k n o w  a ll  i t  c a n  p o ss ib ly  b e  of 
a d v a n ta g e  t ;  k n o w  r e s p e c tin g  h e r ,”

‘ G ood  !” itep lied  L o rd  R o w le y . "  N o  m a r k  
m e , D e F o i j ; m y  f r ie n d , E a r l  D e  l a  M ore, in  
t im e s  p a s t  c f  e n d e d  th e  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in i ,  a n d  
ro u s e d  h e r  la t r o d .”

“ S h e  n e v*r fo rg iv e s ,” e x c la im e d  D e F o ix  “ n o r  
fo rg e ts  u n t l  b lo o d  h a s  f lo w ed  o v e r  t h e  c o n c e iv ­
e d  in ju r y .”

“ T h e  c o n e ss a  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  p u t t i n g  in to  
o p o ra t io n  s»me p lo t  sh e  h a s  fo rm e d , a n d  m y  
f r ie n d  w o u lt h a s te n  a t  o n c e  to  F lo re n c e  to  e n ­
d e a v o r  to  c fu n te .ia c t h e r  sc h e m e s . H e  w il l  p r o ­
c e e d  th i t h e - in  d isg u ise , l a y  p e r  .u e , a n d  e n d e a ­
v o r, b y  A iding  o u t  a t  h e r  h e a d q u a r te r s  th e  
8 p r in g 3 sh e  la s  s e t  in  m o tio n ,  to  in te r c e p t  th e m  
b e fo re  th e?  r e a c h  th e  o b je c ts  in te n d e d  to  be  
in ju r e d  u i io  d e a th  b y  th e m —d o  y o u  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  ?”

*• C le a r ly ’
“  I  w ish  >э a c c o m p a n v  h im ,  t o  a d v ise , su g g e s t  ; 

to  a c t  i t  m b t  n o t  b e  k n o w n  to  a n y  o n e  t h a t  h e  
is  in  F lo re ic e . I n  s h o r t ,  I  p la c e  t h e  w h o le  a ffa ir  
in  у  u r  s k ilfu l  h itn d e  ; t h e  e a r l  w ill  p u t  y o u  in  
p o sse s s io n  >f t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  t h a t  h a v e  h a p ­
p e n e d  w it lm it  re s e rv e . Y ou  w ill  t h e n  k ^ o w  w h a t  
to  d o  o r  t ie  b e s t,  a n d  a s  y o u  c o u n s e l  so  w il l  h e  
b e  g u id e d .”

“ W h e n  *re w e  to  le a v e  P a r i s  ?”
“  B y  th e  i r s t  t r a i n  in  t h e  m o rn in g , if  p o s s ib le ,” 

s a id  t h e  ea*l.

“ N o ,” e x c la im e d  D e  F o ix  ; “  w e  w i l l  l e  a v e  
b y  t h e  m a i l  t r a in  to -m o rro w  n ig h t .  Y o u  w ill, m y  
lo rd , le a v e  th e  w h o le  o f y o u r  w a rd ro b e  in  P a r is  
a t  y o u r  h o t e l  ; I  w i.l  p ro v id e  y o u  w ith  a  c o s tu m e  
i n  w h ic h  y o u  w ill  b e  g o o d  e n o u g h  to  a t t i r e  y< u r-  
s e lf  a t  t h e  r e s id e n c e  o f m y  lo rd  R o w le y  ; th e  
w a rd ro b e  y o u  w ill r e q u  re  i n  F lo re n c e  w il l  b e  
d u ly  a t  t h e  s ta t io n  o f t h e  C h e m in  D e  F e r  b e fo re  
th e  s t a r t .  Y ou, lo rd  R o w ley , h e  s a id , t u r n in g  to  
t h e  a m b a s s a d o r ,  w i l l  b e  g  o d  e n o u g h  t o  o b ta in  
f ro m  M. D ro u y n  d e  L h u y s  a  p a s s p o r t  f o r  le  
C o m te  d e  S t. B r ie u x  a n d  h is  s e c re ta ry ,  P i e r r e  d e  
M a y en n e . T h a t  is  a l l  w e s h a ll  r e q u ir e .  S u c h  
s e rv a n ts  a s  w e  m a y  n e e d  w e  m a y  e n g a g e  a t  
G e n o a . M y lo rd s , I  w il l  b e  a t  t h e  e m b a s s y  
a t  s e v e n  to -m o rro w  e v e n in g , a n d  b e  n o t  s u r ­
p r is e d ,  E a r l  D o l a  M oro, if  y o u  f in d  m e  in  n o  
p o in t  r e s e m b le  th o  J e a n  do  F o ix  n o w  b e fo re  
yo u ,”

L o rd  R o w ley  la u g h e d .
“  C o m e ” s a id  b e  to  t h e  e a r l ,  “ w e  w il l  leav eJD e 

F o ix  to  h is  p r e p a r a t io n s ,  A t s e v e n  I  s h a ll  e x ­
p e c t  y o u .”

“ A t s e v en , m y  lo rd , I  s h a l l  b o  w i th  y o u ,” h e  r e ­
p l ie d , a n d  to u c h e d  th e  s p r in g  to  a d m i t  t h e m  
th r o u g h  t h e  p a n e l  i n to  t h e  s le e p in g  c h a m b e r .  
H e k is s e d  t h e  h a n d  o f  L o r d  R o w ley , w h ic h  w as 
e x te n d e d  to  h im  to  s h a k e . G e n e v iev e  w a s  r e a d y  
to  re c e iv e  th e m ,  a n d  c o n d u c te d  th o m  
to  a n  o u te r  a p a r tm e n t ,  w h e re  a  y o u n g  
F r e n c h m a n ,  w i th  a  h a n d s o m e  face , w a s  s e a te d  
c o s ily  b y  t h e  in e v i ta b le  s to v e . H e  
s p ru n g  to  h is  f e e t  a n d  to u c h e d  h i s  fo re h e a d . H e  
w o re  a  b lo u se , a n d  s e e m e d  a  f ra n k ,  p le a s in g  
y o u n g  fe llo w ,

“  Hu, ! G e n e v iev e , w h o  is  t h i s  ?”
“ J a c q u e s  F e r r ie r ,  m o n s ie u r .”
“  A n, n o  d o u b t  ; b u t  w h o  is  J a c q u e s  F e r r i e r  ? 

W h a t  is  h e  ?”
“ A n  a r t i s t ,  m o n s ie u r —15, R u e  V e u v e . S t. A u ­

g u s tin —a n d  a n  h o n o ra b le  p e rs o n ,” s a id  t h e  y o u n g  
p e rs o n , th ro w in g  h is  h e a d  u p  p ro u d ly .

“ T h a t  is  w ell, b u t  is  h e  n o t  s o m e th in g  e lse  ?”
“ S o m e th in g  e lse , m o n s ie u r  ?” *
“ A ye, to  y o u .”
“ T o  m e  ?” r e tu r n e d  G e n e v iev e , t u rn in g  sc a r le t .  

“ W e ll, y es  m o n s ie u r  is  so  good , I  s h o u ld  n o t  
c o n c e a l  t h e  t r u t h  f ro m  h im —J a c q u e s  is  m y  
fia n c e e  !”

“  A n d  y o u  w il l  b e  m a r r ie d  so m e  d a y ? ”
“ A h  m o n s ie u r ,  a s  so o n  a s  J a c q u e s  c a n  m u s te r  

a  t h o u s a n d  i ra n c s ,  f o r  u n c le  s a y s  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  
p r u d e n t  to  m a r r y  w i th  n o th in g  to  b e g in  w i th .”

“ H e  is  r ig h t .  J a c q u e s  F e r n e r  is  h o n e s t  a n d  i n ­
d u s tr io u s , e h  ? G e n e v iev e  1”

“ A h  1 m o n s ie u r ,  t r u ly  so . H e  h a s  s a v e d  a  
• h u n d r e d  f ra n c s  s in c e  u n c le  c o u n s e lle d  u s  to  b e  

t h u s  c a u tio u s .”
“ A n d  h e  lo v es  y o u  ?”
“  A h  ! m o n s ie u r ."
T h e  y o u n g  g ir l  tu rn in g ,  w i th  sw im m in g  e y e s , 

to  J a c q u e s ,  w h o  s p ru n g  to  h e r  s id e .
“ M o n s ie u r ,” h e  sa id , •* I  lo v e , I  a d o re  h e r  w ith  

m y —m y  s o u l—m y  m in d . S h e  is  so  good , so p u re !  
A h  ! b u t  s h e  is  a lm o s t  b e y o n d  m y  h o p e s .”

“ A n d  y o u  lo v e  J a c q u e s ,  G e n e v iev e , e h  ?’,
“  A h  ! m o n s ie u r .” S h e  th re w  h e r s e l f  in  t h e  

a rm s  o f h e r  lo v e r, a n d  h e  k is s e d  h e r  r u b y  l ip s  
t e n d e r ly .  T h e  a c t i o n n a s  v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t.  L o rd  
R o w le y  s m ile d .

“ J a c q u e s  F e r r i e r , ” h e  sa id , “ y o u  w ill  c o m e  to  
t h e  e m b a s s y  a t  t e n  to  m o rro w  m o rn in g  ; I  s h a l l  
b y  t h a t  t im e  h a v o  m a d e  so m e  in q u ir ie s  r e s p e c t ­
in g  y o u .  I  w il l  t h e n  p la c e  o n e  t h o u s a n d  f ra n c s  
in  y o u r  h a n d s  , a s  t h e  d o w ry  o f  G e n e v e iv e , a n d  
w ill  p r o c e e d  w i th  y o u  to  t h e  C a th e d ra l  d e  F o t r e  
D a m e , w h e re  G e n e v iev e  a n d  a  b r id e s m a id  o r 
tw o , a n d  h e r  u n c le , w il l  b e  r e a d y  to  r e c e iv e  u s . I  
s h a l l  s e e  h e r  m a r r ie d  ; a n d  th u s ,  G e n e v iev e , as  
y o u r  u n c le  Is a b o u t  t o  le a v e  y o u  fo r  a  t im e ,  y o u  
w ill  h a v e  so m e  o n e  a b le  a n d  w il lin g  to  p r o te c t  
y o u  d u r in g  h i s  a b s e n c e .”

T h e  y o u u g  c o u p le  w o u ld  h a v e  ^ th ro w n  th e m  
se lv e s  a t  h i s  fe e t ,  b u t  h e  p r e v e n te d  th e m  ; a n d  
p ro m is in g  to  L e frie n d  t h e  y o u n g  a r t i s t  i f  h e  d e ­
s e rv e d  i t ,  h e  w e n t  o u t  of th e  a p a r tm e n t ,  fo llo w e d  
b y  th e i r  b le s s in g s —b u t  n o t  u n t i l  E a r l  D e  la  
M o re  h a d  in s is te d  u p o n  a d d in g  a  t h o u s a n d  f ra n c s  
to  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r 's  g e n e ro u s  g ift.

A s so o n  a s  t h e y  w e re  o n c e  m o re  in  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
t h e  a m b a s s a d o r  h a i le d  a  fia c re , a n d  th e y  r e t u r n  
e d  to  t h e  e m b a ssy .

C H A P T E R  X IV .
T H E  D E P A R T U R E  F R O M  P A R IS —P b O R E N C E — T H E  

O P E R A .

T h a t  s a m e  n ig h t  L o r d  R o w le y  h a d  a n  i n te r ­
v ie w  w ith  t h e  F r e n c h  m in is te r  io r  fo re ig n  a ffa irs ;  
a n d  h e  s u b s e q u e n t ly  r e tu r n e d  to  t h e  e m b a ssy , 
a n d  d i s p la y e d  to  t h e  E a r l  D e  l a  M o re  tw o  p a s s ­
p o r t s  w h ic h  h e  h a d  o b ta in e d ,  o n  a  p l e a  o f s e c re t  
se rv ic e . H e  w a s  t h o u g h tf u l—y e t  a p p e a r e d  d e s ir ­
o u s  o f k e e p in g  so m e  a n x ie ty  w i th  w h ic h  h e  w as 
o p p res se d , f ro m  th e  n o tic e  o f t h e  e a r l—a n d  so  f a r  
a s  h e  m ig h t  h a v e  c o n s id e re d  i t  im p o r ta n t ,  h e  
su c ce e d e d .

“ I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  fo r  y o u ,” h e  s a id , “ a  v e ry  
s tro n g  l e t t e r  to  S ir  H e n ry  B lo o m e r , t h e  E n g l is h  
m in is te r ,  i  e v id e n t  in  F lo re n c e . H e  w ill, 
w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f J e a n  d e  F o ix , tee t h e  o n ly  
p e rs o n  t h e r e  a c q u a in te d  w i th  y o u r  r e a l  
n a m e  a n d  r a n k .  I  m u s t  w a rn  y o u  to  k e e p  d o w n  
y o u r  p a t i i c i a n  fee lin g s . I t  w ill  b e  n e c e s ­
s a ry  f o r  y o u  t o  h o ld  t h e m  in  t h e  t i g h t ­
e s t  s u b je c t io n  : fo r  D e  F o ix  w ill a c t  h is  p a r t  to  
p e rfe c tio n . H e  w il l  n e v e r jre m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u  a re  
in  r e a l i t y  a n  e a r l .  So lo n g  a s  y o u  a  t  in  c o n c e r t  
to g e th e r ,  y o u  w ill  b a  to  a i l  in te n t s  a n d  p u rp o se s  
h i s  s e c r e ta r y  ; a n d  y o u  m u s t  n o t  f o rg e t  t n i s —h e  
w ill  t r e a t  y o u  a s  s u c h  e v e n  w h e n  a lo n e —t h a t  is, 
s e em in g ly  a lo n e  : fo r  in  I t a l y  i t  is  d iff ic u lt  to  
k n o w  w h e n  y o u  a re  o u t  o f r e a c h  o f  e a rs  y o u  d e ­
s ire  n o t  to  f ill w i th  w h a t  y o u  m a y  u t te r .  H e 
w ill  t e l l  y o u  w h e n  y o u  m a y  s p e a k  f re e ly  i n  s a fe ty . 
N e v e r  a t t e m p t  to  d o  so  u n le s s  he.,, s h o u ld  f ir s t  
s a y  i t  w il l  n o t  b e  d a n g e ro u s . I  c o u n s e l  y o u  th u s  
fo r  y o u  w ill  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  d iff ic u lt  p a r t  t o  su p ­
p o r t ,  b e in g  u n u s e d  to  a c t  in  d isg u ise  : a n d  b e  
c a re fu l  a t  n o  t im e ,  w h ile  in  F lo re n c e , t o  lo se  
s ig h t  o f t h a t  f a c t .  Y o u  w ill  h a v e  t o  c o m e  in  c o n ­
ta c t ,  fa c e  to  fac e , w i th  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  e a g le ’s 
e y e s , a n d  d e te c t  a s su m e d  c h a ra c te r s  o n ly  to o  
q u ic k ly . B e  p r e p a r e d  to  m a b te r  a l l  e m o t io n  : 
a n d  p r e s e n t  a lw a y s  to  t h e  s e a rc h in g  g lan c e , a n  
e x p re s s io n  o f c o u n te n a n c e  a t  o n c e  b la n k  a n d  im -  
p e r tu r b a b le .”

“ I  w ill s tr iv e  to  fo llo w  y o u r  i n s t r u c t io n s ,” r e ­
p l ie d  t h e  e a r l .  “ I t  w o u ld  b e  m a d n e s s  to  jdo  
o th e rw is e , s e e in g  h o w  m u c h  I  h a v e  a t  s ta k e . 
T e l l  m e , a s  I  s h a l l  b e  th ro w n  m u c h  w i th  h im , 
w o u ld  i t  n o t  b e  a s  w e ll to  b e  in  p o sses s io n  of 
so m e  o f  t h e  a n te c e d e n ts  o f J e a n  a e  F o ix  ? B y  
t h e  a id  o f  s u c h  k n o w le d g e  I  m a y  b e  e n a b le d  
w i th  m o re  s t r e n g th  to  s u s ta in  m y  a s su m e d  c h a r ­
a c te r .”

“  T h e re  is  n o  n e c e s s i ty  fo r  i t .  T h u s  m u c h  I  
w ill  t e l l  y o u . I  h a v e  a  s u s p ic io n  t h a t  h e  is  a  n a ­
t iv e  o f I ta ly ,  a l th o u g h  h e  a d o p ts  a s  h i s  t r u e  
n a m e  t h a t  o f  a  n a t iv e  o f  B r i t t a n y .  W ith  h is  e a r ­
ly  l ife  I  a m  u n a c q u a in te d .  O f t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t io n  
of i t  I  k n o w  a ll. H e  is  a  m o s t  v a lu a b le  a g e n t  o f  
m in e  : h a s  b e e n  e x tr e m e ly  s e rv ic e a b le  a n d  v e ry  
t r u t h f u l  : a t  th e  s a m e .t im e  m o re  s k il fu l  t h a n  a n y  
o th e r  s e c r e t  s e rv a n t  i  e v e r  e m p lo y e d . P a r t l y  
p o l i t ic a l  t h e  a c tio n s  o f t h e  p a s t ,  i t  c a n  se rv e  n o  
u s e fu l  p u rp o so  to  t e l l  y o u  m o re  t h a n  t h a t  y o u  
w ill f in d  h im  e m in e n tly  se rv ic e a b le , a n d  o n e  
m o re  c a lc u la te d  to  e ffe c t th o  o b je c t  y o u  h a v e  in  
v iew  t h a n  a n y  o th e r  p e rs o n  y o u  c o u ld  h a v e  se ­
le c te d .”

W ith  t h i s  a s s u ra n c e  th e  e a r l  w a s  c o m p e l le d  to  
b e  s a tis f ie d , a n d  h e  r e t i r e d  to  r e s t ,  p r e p a r e d  t o ­
m o rro w  to  e n te r  u p o n  th e  n e w  p h a s e  h i s  a f f a ir s  
w e re  ta k in g .

I m m e d ia te ly  a f te r  h e  h a d  r e t i r e d .  L o r d  
R o w le y  r u n g  t h e  b e ll  : a n d  w h e n  th e  la c q u e y  a p ­
p e a re d  to  a n s w e r  i t ,  h e  sa id , “ S e n d  M a rk  q u ic k  
to  m e ,”

T h e  m a n  b o w e d  a n d  d is a p p e a re d .
I u  le s s  t h a n  t h r e e  m in u te s  a  m a n  c la d  in  

d e c id e d ly  E n g l is h  c u t  c lo th e s , m a d e  h is  a p ­
p e a ra n c e .  H is  fa c e  w a s  r o u n d  a n d  f le s h y  : 
h i s  n o se  s o m e w h a t  fu ll , a n d  l ik e  h i s  lip s , 
la rg e  T h e  e x p re s s io n  o f h is  f e a tu re s  w as 
w h a t  m ig h t  b e  t e r m e d  jo l ly  : a n d  h i s  g e n e ra l  
a p p e a r  a n c e  t h a t  to  a n  o r d in a r y  o b se rv e r-  w o u ld  
h a v e  d e n o te d  a  m a n  o f v e ry  m o d e r a te  q u a li f ic a ­
t io n s  ; b u t  tn e v e  w as a  q u ic k  m o v e m e n t  o f  h is  
s m a ll,  b r ig h t  b la c k  ey es, w hi-sli r e v e a le d  t h a t  h e  
w a s  p o sse s se d  o f a c u te n e s s  a n d  p e n e tr a t i o n  in  
r a t h e r  a n  e x te n s iv e  d eg ree .

A n n o u n c in g  h im se lf , h e  s to o d  p e rfe c tly  m o t io n ­
less , w h ile  L o rd  lio w le y  s a id , “ A s c e r ta in  fo r  m e  
a l l  p a r t i c u l a r s  r e s p e c tin g  th e  c h a r a c te r  a n d  
h a b i t s  o f o n e  J a c q u e s  F e r r ie r ,  15, R u e  V eu v e , S t 
A u g u s tin , a n d  l e t  m e  h a v e  t h e m  b y  e ig h t  i n  th e  
m o rn in g . Y o u  w il l  th e n  le a v e  P a r i s  b y  f ir s t  t r a i n  
s ta r t i n g  fo r  L o n d o n , a n d  o n  y o u r  a r r i v a l  th e r e ,  
t a k e  lo d g in g s  in  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f P a r k  L a n e , 
a s  n e a r  to  D e  la  M o re  H o u se  a s  y o u  c a n  ; m a k e  
a c q u a in ta n c e s  w i th  t h e  m a le  s e r v a n t—o r  fe m a le , 
f o r  t h e /  k n o w  m o s t ,  a n d  c h a t t e r  m o s t—a n d  l e t  
m e  k n o w  f ro m  d a y  to  d a y  w h a t  is  g o in g  o n  th e re , 
w ho  c o m e s  a n d  w h o  g o e s—t h e r e  m u s t  be  n o  ex ­
c e p tio n , y o u  u n d e r s ta n d  -  f ro m  th e  h ig h e s t  to  t h e  
lo w e s t, t h e  n o b le , t h e  t ra d e s m a n ,  t h e  s e rv a n t ,th e  
b e g g a r ; a n d  e n d e a v o r  to  a s c e r ta in  t h e  m o tiv e , 
o s te n s ib le  a n d  se c re t,  w i th  w h ic h  s u c h  v i s i t  is  
p a id . U se  y o u r  a c c u s to m e d  sa g a c ity , M a rk ,q u ic k , 
a n d  re ly  u p o n  m y  a p p re c ia t io n  o f i t . ”

M a rk  q u ic k  bow ed , a n d  d is a p p e a re d .
“ N<>wio m y  d ip lo m a tic  la b o rs ,” m u t t e r e d  th e  

a m b a s s a d o r ,  p lu n g in g  o n c e  m o re  in to  th e  w o rk  
in  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b e e n  in te r r u p te d  b y  t h e  a r r iv a l  
o f  E a r l  D e l a  M ore.

A t t e n  o n  t h e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g , J a c q u e s  F e r ­
r ie r  w a s  t r u e  to  h is  a p p o in tm e n t ,  a n d  L o r d  R o w ­
le y  h a v in g  a c q u a in te d  th im  t h a t  t h e  in q u ir ie s  
m a d e  r e s p e c tin g  h im  w ero  s a tis fa c to ry ,  p la c e d  
m  h is  h a n d s  t h e  s u m  o f tw o  th o u s a n d  f ra n c s , 
w h ic h  h e  to ld  h im  w a s  fo r  t h e  m u tu a l  a d v a n ta g e  
o f  h im s e lf  a n d  G en ev iev e , a n d  to ld  h im  a lso  t h a t  
h e  w o u ld  fo r  a  t im e  b e  u n d e r  s u rv e i lla n c e ,  u n t i l  
th e  g ir l  a n d  h e r  u n c le  w e re  a s s u r e d  o f h i s  a ffe c ­
t io n  a n d  p r o p e r  t r e a tm e n t  o f  h e r .  H e  w a s  f u r ­
t h e r  in fo rm e d  t h a t  h e  m u s t  le a v e  h i s  p a r e n t s  
a .id re s s ,  a n d  r e s id e  a t  t h e  a b o d e  o f J e a n  d e  F o ix , 
in  t h e  Q u a r t ie r  L a t in ,  u n t i l  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  
l a t t e r  to  P a r is ,  w h e n  o th e r  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w o u ld  
b e  m a d e .

A ll t h i s  b e in g  a c q u ie s c e d  in , J a c q u e s  w a s  s e n t  
to  c o lle c t  s o m e  o f h is  f r ie n d s , a n d  w i th in  a n  h o u r  
f ro m  t h a t  t im e ,  t h e  m a r r ia g e  w a s  c e le b r a te d  a t  
N o tr e  D a m e , in  t b e  p re s e n c e  o f t h e  a m b a s s a d o r ,  
th e  e a r l ,  J e a n  d e  F o ix ,—w h o se  a p p e a r a n c e  w as 
th e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  l ie  h a d  p r e s e n te d  th e  n ig h t  b e ­
fo re —a n d  a  few  f r ie n d s  o f t h e  b r id e ’s a n d  th e  
b r id e g ro o m ’s.

As o u r  s to ry  h a s .  h o w e v e r , b u t  l i t t l e  t o  d o  w i th  
t h e  m a r r ia g e  f e s t iv i t ie s —th o u g h  i t  m a y  h a y e  
w ith  t h e  m a r r ie d —w e le a v e  th e m  to  t h e i r  e n jo y ­
m e n ts ,  a n d  k e e p  o n  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a d  o f o u r  n a r ­
r a t iv e .

T o w a rd s  e v e n in g  L o r d  R o w le y  s u m  r .o n e d  h i s  
f r ie n d  E a r l  D e  la  M o re  i n to  a  b o u d o ir  a n d  th e r e  
in tr o d u c e d  h im  to  t h e  h a n d iw o rk  o f  a  p e r r u ­
q u ie r ,  w h o , in  a  tw in k lin g , c l ip p e d  h is  h a i r  c lo se , 
f i t te d  h im  w i th  a  w ig  o u t  of a  la rg e  p a rc e l  h e  h a d  
w ith  h im , t r im m o d  a n d  s h a v e d  h i s  w h is k e rs  in to  
a n  e n t i r e ly  d i f f e re n t  s h a p e ,  d y e d  th e m  a n d  h is  
e y e b ro w s , w h ic h  w e re  a lso  c l ip p e d  a n d  m a d e  to  
1 u r n  o u t  o f t h e i r  n a tu r a l  c u rv e , a n d  th e n  h e  r e ­
t i r e ^ .

T h e  e a r l  w a s  n o w  d i re c te d  to  d o n  h is  s e c r e ta r y ’s 
g a rb , w h ic h  w a s  s im p ly  th o  d re s s  o f a  g e n tle m a n  
b u t  so  < u t  a n d  a r r a n g e d  a s  to  m a k e  h im  look  a n  
e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  in d iv id u a l.  As h e  s u rv e y e d  
h im s e lf ,  in  a  fu l l  le n g th  c h e v a l  g lass , h e  c o u ld  
h a r d iy  n e lp  lo o k in g  b e h in d  h im  fo r  t h e  p e rs o n  
th e r e  re f le c te d , a n a  w a s  q u i te  s a t is f ie d  w i th  th e  
c h a n g e  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  e ffec ted .

H e  r e tu r n e d  to  t h e  s a lo n , a n d  a s  t h e  c lo ck  
c h im e d  s e v en , t h e  d o o r  w a s  th ro w n  o p e n , a n d  a  
s e rv a n t  a n n o u n c e d  “ L e  C o m te  d e  B r ie u x .”

E a r l  D e l a  M o re  w a s  e le c tr if ie d . I n s te a d  o f  th e  
w a n , t h in  b e in g  h e  h a d  s e e n  in  t h e  Q u a r t ie r  L a t in ,

h e  p e rc e iv e d  a  w e ll-p ro p o r t io n e d  m a n  e n te r  t h e  
ro o m , e le g a n tly , th o u g h  sh o w ily  d re s se d . H is  
fe a tu re s  w o re  a  sm ilin g  a ir ,  h i s  l u x u r i a n t  lo ck s  
s h in in g  a n d  c u r ly , h is  w h is k e rs  b e g in n in g  a lm o s t  
w i th  a  s in g le  h a ir ,  in c re a s e d  u n t i l  t h e y  e n t i r e ly  
c o v e re d  h is  c h in . U p o n  h i s  u p p e r  l ip  w a s  a  
m u s ta c h e  w h o se  p ro p o r t io n s  e q u a lle d  th o se  
o f  t h e  K in g  o f S a rd in ia  a n d  th r e w  in to  a  s h a d e  
th e  q u iv e r in g  e n d s  of N a p o le o n  t h e  S e c o n d . T h e  
o th e r  a p p o in tm e n ts  w e re  fanltie-cs, a n d  h e  lo o k e d  
th e  c o u n t  <o p e r f e c t io n .  T h e  e a r l  c o u ld  n o t  
c re d i t  t h a t  t h i s  w as D e  F o ix  ; h e  b e lie v e d  i t  to  
b e  t h e  r e a l  C o m te  < i  B r ie u x , a u d  t h a t  t h e  s p u r ­
io u s  o u o  w o u ld  p r e s e n t ly  a n i v e —a  o n t r e te m p s  
w h ic h  w o u ld  p ro v e  e s p e c ia lly  a w k w a rd . H e  w a s  
r e a s s u re d  b y  th o  n e w  c o m e r  s a y in g ,—

“ M P ie r r e  d e  M a y en n e , I  p  r e s u m e  y o u  h a v o  
p e r f e c te d  y o u r  a r r a n g e m e n ts .  M y p e o p le  h a v e  
b o r n e  t h e  lu g g ag e  w e  s h a l l  ta k e  w i th  u s  t h e  s t a ­
t io n  : a n d  a s  I  f in d  t h e  t r a i n  fo r  L y o n s  le a v e  a t  a  
q u a r t e r  to  e ig h t, i t  w ill  b e  Jas  w ell to  f in is h  y o u r  
in te rv ie w  w i th  L o rd  R o w le y , a n d  w e w il l  t h e n  b e  
o n  to  o u r  d e s tin a tio n .

N o t a  to n e , a  g e s tu re , a n  in fle x io n  o f t h e  v o ice  
b o re  t h e  s m a l le s t  r e s e m b la n c e  to  th o s e  o f J e a n  
d e  F o ix , a n d  t h e  e a r l  c o u ld  n  -t h e lp  in  t h e  g ra tifi-  
a c t io n  h e  f e l t  a t  h is  a d m ir a b le  d isg u ise , c a tc h in g  
h i s  h a n d  a n d  p re s s in g  it.

L e  C o m te  d e  B rie u x , h o w e v e r , s n a tc h e d  i t  a w a y  
a n d  p u t  h is  f in g e i\to  h i s  lip s . L o r d  R o w le y  
la u g h e d . “ I n  y o u r  a d m ir a t io n  of t h e  a b i l i ty  of 
о  th e re , D e  la  M ore .” s a id  h e , “ y o u  m u s t  n o t  
f o rg e t  t h e  c la im  u p o n  y o u r  o w n . R e m e m b e r  
y o u r  w a rn in g  1”

A f te r  t h e  in te r c h a n g e  o f so m e  su g g e s t io n s  
in  r e s p e c t  to  f u tu r e  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  t h e  f r ie n d s  
t o o k  le a v e  o f e a c h  o th e r ,  a n d  w e re  so o n  in  a  f ir s t  
c la s s  c a rr ia g e ,  a n d  a lo n e , a n d  b e in g  w h ir le d  to  
th e i r  d e s t in a tio n .

“ I  m a y  s p e a k  a  few  w o rd s  in  m y  r e a l  p e r  o n  
h e re ,  I  p r e s u m e  ?”

“ Y o u  m a y ,” s a id  D e  F o ix  ; “ b u t  I  p r a y  y o u  
t o b e  c a re fu l  h o w  y o u  e x e rc i  e  t h a t  p r iv ile g e . I f  
y o u s h  u ld  d o  so  a t  a n y  t im e  in  a  m a n n e r  lik e ly  
to  le a d  to  a  d isc o v e ry , I  s h a l l  V a n ish  f ro m  y o u r  
s id e , n o  m o re  to  r e t u r n  to  i t ,  a s  c o m p le te ly  as  
th o u g h  a t  b e s t  I  w e re  b u t  a n  a p p a r i t i o n .”

T h e  e a r l  a s s e n te d ,  o b s e rv in g ly .
“ I  w ish  to  k n o w  if  y o u r  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  

th e  c o n te s ta  le d  to  a n y  e v e n t  w h ic h  h a s  r a i s e d  a  
s p i r i t  o f  h a t r e d  in  y o u r  h e a r t ,  a n d  o f re v e n g e  in  
h e r s  ?*’

“ A sk  m e  n o t  n o w . T h e r e  m a y  c o r n e a  t im e  
w h e n  y o u  m a y  k n o w  a ll  ! I  h a v e  b u r ie d  m y  o w n  
g rie fs  a n d  w ro n g s, a n d  l iv e  n o w  a n d  a c t  o n ly  fo r  
o th e rs .  B e , h o w e v e r , a s s u re d  o f th is ,  t h a t  $you 
c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s e le c te d  o n e  m o re  d ire c t ly  i n ­
t e r e s te d  in  t h w a r t in g  t h e  d e s ig n s  o f  t b i s  c ru e l  
a n d  h e a r t le s s  w o m a n  t h a n  m y se lf .” H e  s a n k  
b a c k  i n  t h e  c a rr ia g e , a s  th o u g h  t o  p r e v e n t  
f u r t h e r  c o n v e rs a tio n .

T h e y - tr a v e l le d  on  w i th o u t  s to p p in g , u n t i l  t h e  
s te a m e r  f ro m  M a rse il le s  la n d e d  th e m  a t  
G e n o a  T h e n  t h e  c o m te  o b ta in e d  s e rv a n ts ,  d is ­
p a tc h e d  a  m e s s e n g e r  to  h i r e  a  s u i te  of 
ro o m s  in  F lo re n c e , a n d , a t  t h e  c lo se  o f th e  
se c o n d  d a y  t h e y  e n te r e d  t h e  c ity , t h e  q u e e n  of 
n a tu r e  a n d :  e f  a r t ,  in  w h ic h  w a s  c e n te r e d  so 
m u c h  o f d e e p  in te r e s t  to  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  to  
t h e  w e lfa re  of D e  la  M ore . B y  so m e  m e a n s  of 
w h ic h  th o  e a r l  w a s  n o t  c o g n iz a n t ,  i t  w a s  k n o w n  
a l l  o v e r  F lo re n c e —to  u s e  a  q u e s t io n a b le  e x p re s ­
s io n —t h a t  t h e  C o m te  d e  8 t  B r ie u x . a  w e a l th y  
c o u n t  o f B r i t t a n y ,  w a s  o n  a  v i s i t  to  F lo re n c e ,  
a n d  t h a t  v e ry  d a y  t h e  c a rd  o f t h e  w e a lth y , th o  
n o b le , a n d  t h e  d i s t in g u is h e d  w ero  l e f t  a t  h i*  r e s ­
id e n c e  in  t h e  P ia z z a  d e l  D u o m o . A lone , th e  
E a r l  D e  la  M ore, a s  P ie r r e  d e  M a y e n n e , p r e ­
s e n te d  h im s e lf  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  e in b a  s sy , a n d , 
w i th  s o m e  l i t t l e  d i ff ic u lty  o b ta in e d  a n  i n te r v ie w  
w i th  S ir  H e n ry  B lo o m e r  T h e r e  w e re  t h r e e  o r  
fo u r  p e rs o n s  in  t h -  ro o m  w h e n  t h e  e a r l  h a n d ­
e d  h i s  l e t t e r  to  S ir  H e n ry , a n d  w h o  a l l  w a tc h e d  
in te n t ly  fo r  t h e  s h a p e  h i s  f e a tu re s  m ig h t  ta k e ,  
w h ile  h e  p e ru s e d  th e  m is s iv e ;  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  
n© in d ic a tio n  t h a t  th o  c o n te n ts  in  t h e  s l i g h t ­
e s t  d e g re e  a ffe c te d  h im . H e  r e a d  w i th  c o m  
p ie te  im p a s s ib i l i ty  o f c o u n te n a n c e  e v e ry  w o rd  ; 
a n d  w h e n  h e  h a d  e n d e d , h e  lo o k ed  u p  a t  t h e  
e a r l ,  w h o  e n d e a v o re d  t o  lo o k  c o ld  a n d  im ­
m o v a b le  to o , a n d  s a id , “Y o u  a re  M  P ie r r e  d e  
M a y e n n e  7*

T h e  e a r l  b o w e d .
“ S e c re ta ry  to  M  le  C o m te  d e  S t  B rieu-x, n e w ly  

a r r iv e d  in  F lo re n c e  ?”
A g a in  t h e  E a r l  b o w ed .
S ir  H e n ry  B lo o m e r  to o k  u p  a  p e n , a n d  w ro te ,  

w i th  t h e  g r e a te s t  r a p id i ty ,  a  few  w o rd s  u p o n  a  
s h e e t  o f n o te p a p e r .  H e  fo ld e d  i t  u p  c lo s e ly — 
p u t  i t  in to  a n  e n v e lo p e  a n d  s e a le d  i t —a d d re s s e d  
i t —a n d , h a n d lin g  i t ,  sa id , “ Y ou  g ive  t h i s  to  t h e  
C o m te  d e  S t. B r ie u x —y o u  w ill  s a y  t h a t  h e  w ill  be  

l e i s e d  to  o p e n  i t  im m e d ia te ly  y o u  r e a c h  y o u r  
.otel.”
T h e re  w a s  a  s l ig h tly  p e rc e p t ib le  d i ffe re n c e  in  

t h e  e n u n c ia t io n  o f t h e  l a s t  se v e n  w o rd s . T h e  
q u ic k  e a r  o f t h e  e a r l  c a u g h t  th e m , b u t  h e  e x ­
h ib ite d  n o  o u tw a rd  s ig n  t h a t  h e  c o m p r e h e n d e d  
th e  s p ir i t  o f w h a t  w as s a id  to  h im . H e  to o k  tb e  
l e t t e r ,  a n d , w i th  a  b o w , r e t i r e d ,  a s  h e  h e a r d  S ir  
H e n ry  s a y  to  o n e  o f  t h e  g e n tle m e n  p r e s e n t ,  “ I f  
w h a t  y o u  a v e r  b e  t ru e ,  s ig n o r , m y  f r ie n d  h e re ,  t h e  
D u c a  d i B e rg a m o , is  la b o r in g  u n d e r  a  f a ls e  i m ­
p re s s io n

T h e  e a r l  lo o k e d  u n d e r  h i s  e y e b ro w s , a n d  sa w  
th e  d u c a , to  w h o m  S ir  H e n ry  w a s  e x te n d in g  h is  
h i n d  r e f e ro n tia l ly ,  a n d , a t  a  g lan c e , f e l t  h e  s h o u ld  
k n o w  h im  a g a in  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  m e t .  H e  o b ­
se rv e d , to o , t h a t  t h e  e y e s  o f t h e  d u c a  w e re  u p o n  
h im  w i th  a  m o s t  p e n e tr a t i n g  e x p ie s s io n ,  b u t  h e  
s t i l l  k e p t  h i s  r ig id i ty  of f e a tu re  a u d  h is  co ld , c o n ­
s tr a in e d  m a n n e r  T h e i r  e y e s  m e t ,  b u t  t h e  e a r l  
t u r n e d  h i s  a w a y , w i th  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  in d if fe re n c e  
—a n  u n e a s y  im p re s s io n ,  h o w e v e r , c ro s s in g  h im  
t h a t  a  s u s p ic io n  h a d  b e e n  a lr e a d y  r a is e d  in  th e  
m in d  o f  t h e  d u c a  t h a t  t h e  e a r l  w a s  n o t  w h a t  h e  
eeem ed .

H e  q u i t t e d  t h e  e m b a s s y , a n d  m a d e  h i s  w a y  
to  t h e  h o t e l  : a n d  t h e r e  w h e n  a lo n e  in  h i s  c h a m ­
b e r  a n d  c o n v in c e d , a s  w e ll a s  h e  c o u ld  b e  t h a t  h e  
w a s  n o t  o b se rv e d , h e  o p e n e d  th e  n o te ,  a d d re s s e d  
b y  S ir  H e n ry  B lo o m e r  to  t h e  C o m te  d e  S t  B r ie u x . 
I t  r a n  t h u s  :

R e tu rn  h e re  in  tw o  h o u r s  C o m e  o p e n ly  : 
b r in g  in  y o u r  h a n d  a  p o r tf e u il le  : p r e s e n t  t o  m e  a  
l e t t e r  : a w a i t  t h e  r e s t .”

H e  d e s c e n d e d  in to  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  w h e re  t h e  
C o m te  S t  B r ie u x  w a s  e n g a g e d  in  w r i tin g .

“ M. le  C o m te ,” h e  s a id , •* t h e  e n c lo s e d  n o te  w a s  
h a n d e d  to  m e  b y  S ir  H e n ry  B lo o m e r . Y o u  w ill  
b e  g o o d  e n o u g h  to  w r i te  a  r e p ly  w h ic h  I  w ill 
b e a r  t o  h im .”

T h e  c o m te  p e r s u e d  i t ,  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  
s c ra tc h e d  a  d o z e n  l in e s  u p o n  a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r ,  
a n d  h a n d e d  i t  o v e r  to  t h e  p s e u d o  P ie r r e  d e  M ay­
e n n e , e x c la im e d , “ M P ie r r e  d e  M a y en n e , y o u  w ill  
c o p y  t h a t ,  a n d  c o n v e y  y o u r  c o p y , a f t e r  I  h a v e  
s ig n e d  i t ,  to  S ir  H e n rÿ .

]T Q  B E  C O N T IN U E D .]

T H E  M h J N N O N I T E S .

A  D i f f i c u l t y  R e q u i r i n g  G o v e r n m e n t  
I n t e r f e r e n c e .

There is trouble among the Mennonitee. 
These people own seperate lands, but instead 
of building on the^r respective |,homesteads, 
combine to form a village, which they build 
on; thfe farm of some one of their number. 
There are over forty villages on their reserve 
west of Emerson. Recently a Mennonite 
living near the western end of the reserve, 
not many miles from Nelsonville, made ap™ 
plication to the Dominion Government for a 
patent for his land, he having performed 
the necessary settlement duties, and pending 
the receipt of the patent, he sold
his homestead to a Canadian farmer living 
near. On his farm is situated the village for 
that section, and of course in selling 
his farm the entire village was included in 
the sale, as whatever buildings are on the 
land belong to it. The head kaisers of the 
reserve, we understand, have been endeavor­
ing to have the Government refuse the patent 
for the place, but of course if the Mennonite 
demands it the Government will be obliged 
to give it to him. The Government has sent 
Mr. George Newcombe, formerly Dominion 
Lands agent at this plaoe, up from Ottawa to 
endeavor to have the Mennonites settle the 
m atter amicably among themselves, and he 
will probably arrive here the latter part of 
the week. I t would be a good thing for 
Southern Manitoba if every Mennonite on 
the reserve would sell out to live Canadian 
farmers. I t  would improve the reputation of 
Southern Manitoba wheat and add m aterial­
ly to the trade of Emerson and West Lynne. 
—Emerson International.

T H E  M U L E .

No wonder the mule is a kicker. Were I  
a mule, I, too, would kick. I  know just ex­
actly what kind of a mule I  would be. A 
bay mule. One of those sad eyed old fellows 
tbat lean back in the breeching and think. 
With striped legs like a zebra. And a dark 
brown streak down my back, and a paint 
brush tpil. And my mane cut short, and my 
foretop banged, and a head as long as a flour 
barrel, and I ’d be worth two hundred and a 
half in any market, and I ’d wear a flat har­
ness and no blindeis, and some day when 
some man hitched me up to a dray, and piled 
on a ton and a half of pig iron, a cord of 
wood, six barrels of flour, and a steamboat 
boiler, I would start off with it patiently and 
haul it steadily until I  got to the top of the 
grade on the new road around North Hill, 
and right about there and then a falling 
maple leaf, fluttering down in a spark of gold 
and crimson, would scare me all but to death, 
and the authorities would have to drag the 
Mississippi river ьіх weeks to find all of that 
load and some of that driver, while in throe 
minutes after the erneute I would be trans 
quilly browsing on the grassy heights that 
smile above the silver flowing river. That 
is the kind of a mule I would be.—Hawkeye.

—Professor in Physics—“ W hat’s Boyle’s 
law?” Diligent Jun ior—“ Never trump your 
partner’s ace.”

—W hat is characteristic of a watch ? 
Modesty, for it keeps its hands before its 
face and runs down its own works.

—Eva Wehrle of Cincinnati had a pet 
Spitz dog, and on deciding to commit suicide 
she first hanged the brute. The two dead 
bodies were found suspended side by side.

L E T T E R  P R A E  M ’a P U R T L E .

S c o t ti sh  A m e r ic a n  J o u rn a l .
New Kiltulliegorrach, O ntario ,}

Oct. 14 1882 J
M r. E d i t o r  : Ye’ll aiblius hae conciudit 

lang syne that ye had slippit a ? thet'ither oot 
o’ my recollection, but, man, gin that be the 
case, [can  ояіу say ye were neverfaurer 
wrang a’ your days.

The fac’ o’ iho maitter is that]for m air than 
sax months I hae beeu traivellin’ athort this 
continent ; in ither words, I gaed to Manin 
toba, and bidet there wi’ Jock Farquharson, 
oor Leezio’s man. Let zie, ye ken, aliho’ she 
aye gangs for oor dochter, was a bit gangril 
lassie we brought up, an’ I ’m sure sheû^a, 
credit to baith o’ us - 1  mean to Mirren, т у  
wife, an ’ mysel’. Maybe ye’ll no believe me, 
but, afore she was twal she could kirn an’ 
mak’ up tbe milkin’ o’ seeven kye, an’ guid 
kye they were.

Weel, weel, as I was tellin’ye, I  hae been 
traivellin’ an ’ losh keep ye, man. but I ’ve 
seen a wheen fairlies. I  crackit wi’ a Clack« 
mannan man, m airit on a squaw ; I saw 
dizzens o’ half breeds ca’in ’ themsel’s Mc­
Lean an’ McDonald, an’ Stewart, an’ Ross, 
but what cowed a’—what I  may fairly say 
ca’d the cluits frae me, sae to speak—was an 
illfaurt big aboreeginie, belangiug some ane 
said to a tribe o’ Soos an’ he acwallv tell’t 
me wi’ his ain mooth that he was Christened 
“ McSpurtle.”

Noo.l’m no w h atje  wad ca’̂ a narrow mindit 
man ; in fact, Mirren thinks whiles I ’m ower 
braid and leeberal in my notions. I can even 
m.ik’ allooance for puir craiturs being Ma­
hometans, an’ Mormons, on’ Methodists, an’ 
sic like ; I can account, in some etna’ meas« 
ure, for the existenoe o’ Tories and Demo - 
orats ; I can conceive that it lies within the 
ieemits o’ possibeelity for an Englishm an, or 
an Irishm an, or a bit jabberin’ French body, 
to be noo an’ then the marrow o’ a third class 
Scotchman ; I can forgie a man for gettin’ 
blin’ fu’ whiles, gin he mak’s a pint o’ a t­
tendin’ upo’ the ordinances, an’ k tepin’ the 
Sawbath ; I  вау I can dae a that, but when 
it comes to a skreigin’ bluid thirsty cannibal 
o’ an in-taed Soo Indian gaun aboot ower the 
prairies, dressed with a blanket an’ twa or 
three feathers—stLnkin’ like a foumart wi’ 
creesh and red pain t—eaéin’ deid horses and 
dowgs, in total ignorance o’ the Shorter Cate­
chism - a n ’ yet, in the face o’ a ’ this pagan­
ism, to stan’ up an? tell me to mv vera teeth 
that his name is McSpmtle ! I  say its mair 
than  I can thole. I t’s the next thing to rob" 
in ’ a kirk !

Let them ca’ themsel's Kickin’ Horse, or 
S ittin’ Bull, or Spottit Tail, or Oronhyatekha 
or Auld Aim Tea Kettle,or ocht else they like, 
but in my humble judgment an ac’ o’ P a r ­
liament should be passed to proheebit a’ In - 
dians an’ Half breeds fyae layin’ unsancti­
fied ban’s upo’ faimily cognomens that hae 
been respeckit amang the nations o’ the 
earth frae time immemorial. I  hope that 
when the Honorable Sandy Mackenzie gets 
into power at tho next election tha t he’ll tak 
a haud o’ this orbin’ evil, an’ pit his fit 
doun on’t wi’ a’ his micht.

We’re haein’ an unco time ower here the 
noo anent the Minister o’Edication forbiddin’ 
the use o’ “ Marmion ” in the schules. I t 
seems that a bit Airchbishop body o’ the 
name o’ Lynch objecks to some & ^ÿatty 
Scotts’e historical raiferences, and Mr. C^'oks, 
th a t’s the Minister, ye k tn — no’ a Presbyter­
ian m inister, but the Minister o’ Edieâiion— 
anxious to m ak’ friens wi’ the “ Marmion ” o’ 
unrighteousness a wee afore the elections, has 
jist fa’in doun afore Mr. Lynch an’ said, “ I ’m 
thinkin’ ye’re quite richt.” There’s a maist 
prodeegious collieshangie gaun on i ’ tbe 
papers about i t ’ an’ guid kens what’il be the 
upshot. I  wadna wonner gin the Minister 
had to gie up his place to somebody wi’ a 
stiffer back bane.

I was speakin’ to Davie Walker, o’ Toronto 
the ither day, an’ I  understan’ frae him  that 
if Providence ’11 favor us wi' guid wather the 
year, we’ll hae a maist ex traornar’ season at 
the “ stanes.” Arrangements hae been made, 
or are to be made, for ane o’ the grandest 
bonspiels ever held upo’ tbis* continent, or 
ony ither ane, Nae doobt the Guelph cbiels, 
wi’ a’ the conceit they hae, as everybody 
kens, ’11 want to get a fling wi’ the Torontos 
or the Scarboros’, but they need na fash their 
thooms its no’ in them.

We had a gran’ hairst here this year. 
I ’ll hae mair than a thoosan’ bushels o’ wheat 
forbye oor ain eatin’. Barley was guid, as 
weel’s wheat, but its awful laigh in price, in 
spite o’ the Naitional Policy that was tae gar 
a’ thing gang as heigh as the lift 1 Turnips 
are no’ daein’ that ill, an ’ I  hope beef ’11 gang 
up to ten cents leevin’ wecht. Gin it dae 
that I ’ll tak’ a rin hame wi.’ Mirren next 
year, and auoe m air see auld Kiltulliegor­
rach.

Jist let me kin when my subscription’s oot 
for the twa papers ye’ sen’ to the Cape o’ 
Guid Hope. The friens there write that 
they dinna ken hoo they wad dae without 
them noo.

Next time I write to ye I ’ll gie ye my m in’ 
upo’ ane or twa m aist momentous subjects.

Yours truly,
M c S p u r t l b .

T H E  N O V E M B E R  M E T E O R S .

F r o m  t h e  N ew  Y o rk  S u n .
The November meteors are now due, but 

unfortunately one m ust sit up until ihe small 
hours of the morning in order to-see them 
well. They have their radiant point in Leo, 
the sickle-shaped constellation which those 
who saw the great comet early in October 
will remember as the comet was then just 
below a little to the right of it. No consid­
erable shower of meteors belonging to ihie 
swarm is expected until 1899, but a fair 
number may be seen every year at this time, 
when the earth crosses the track of the 
swarm. Some readers may remember the 
magnificent display which these meteors 
made in 1833. They fell in showers also in 
1866 and 1867. I t  is a particularly interest­
ing fact tha t the November meteors, like 
those of August, follow in the track of a 
comet. The connection between meteors and 
comets is one of the most startling discoveries 
of modern astronomy. One com et—that of 
Biela—which broke in two in 1846, seems to 

I have been dissolved into a swarm of meteors, 
and in 1872, when the comet was due and 
astronomers were looking for it, there came 
dashing out of tha t quarter of the heavens 
where the comet should have been a fiery 
shower of meteors. The great comet which 
for the last two months has been shining in 
the eastern sky has, according to many ob­
servers, a divided nucleus, and it is not im-* 
possible that it too will be changed into a 
meteoric swarm.

O N E  O F  T H E  C O O L E S T  O N  R E C O R D

F r o m  t h e  L e w is to n  R eco rd .
At noon Saturday an old lady sat half 

asleep in the ladies’ room of the Grand Trunk 
passenger station in Lewiston. A strange 
man came in. He thrust his hands into his 
pants pocket, probed his vest pocket and ex­
plored his coat tail pockets. He slapped his 
hand on his leg, and assumed a look of des­
pair and exclaimed : “ I ’ve left my key at 
home, but I  m ust get m theie somehow ! ” He 
pulled an iron implement out of one роскц^ 
and began work on the ticket window. 
prying awhile it yielded to his efforts, a n d 'ne 
got into the ticket office. He rummaged 
round a short while and then walked çooly 
out. The baggagemaster discovered that the 
room has been entered a few minutes after« 
ward. The fellow had secured $45 in money, 
but had not disturbed the ticl^e^. The 
ticket-seller was at dinner at the timü of the 
robbery. We th ink  this will pass for one of 
the coolest on record.

—According to the Medical Times and Ga­
zette, the sanitary expenses for the port of 
London amounted last year to less than $13,- 
ООО. The death rate has been low.. During 
the thirteen weeks of the last quarter it, 
averaged but 18.6 per 1,000.

—Since 1879 France has imported more 
wine than she has exported. In  1870 2Д09,- 
000 hectolitres were imported, in 1880 5,958,- 
000, in 1881 6,553,000 hectolitres. The 
bulk of this wine was from Spain, the rest 
being from Italy, Turkey, Hungary and Por­
tugal.


