
HAPPY AT LAST.
B y  t h e  A u t h o r  o f  “ L o s t  i n  t h e  W in n i n g ,*  

“ A  L e a f  f r o m  a  L i f e , ” e t c .
“ I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  d e c id e d .”
“  L e t  m e  d e c id e  f o r  y o u . U n t i l  y o u  a re  s tro n g  

e n o u g h  to  r e n d e r  c h a n g e  o f p la c e  n o  c o n s e q u e n c e  
w h a t  d o  y o u  s a y  to  t h e  s o u th  o f I t a l y —T u sc a n y , 
f o r  e x a m p le . F lo re n c e  is  a  b e a u ti fu l  c i ty  ; a n d , I 
i f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  th e r e ,  y o u  w il l  b e  g re a t ly  
c h a rm e d  w ith  i t .  ’

“  F lo re n c e  b e  i t ,” s a id  A rn o ld , w i th  a s su m e d  
in d if fe re n ce .

T h a t  s a m e  n ig h t  h e  to o k  h is  fa r e w e l l  o f  M rs  
F a i r c h i ld  a n d  M illy . H e  b e h a v e d  to  t h e m  fo r 
t h e i r  k in d  a t t e n t io n  to  h im  w i th  p r in c e ly  lib e r-  
a i i ty .  T o  M illy , h i s  fa re w e ll  w a s  so  t e n d e r  a s  to  
m a k e  h e r  w e e p  ; a n d  h is  e x p re s s io n s  o f g r a t i ­
t u d e  to  h e r  fo r  h a v in g  b e e n , a s  t h e  d o c to r  sa id , 
“ a g > o d ,  k in d , p a t i e n t ,  e n d u r in g  l i t t l e  n u r s e .” 
w e re  s u c h  a s  to  a 'm o s t  o v e rw h e lm  h e r .  H e  to o k  
h e r  h a n d ,  a n d  s a id —

“ So lo n g  a s  I  a m  in  e x is te n c e , I  w ill  b e  y o u r  
f r ie n d ,  M illy . Y o u  m a y  n e e d  o n e  : in  m e  y o u  
w il l  e v e r  f in d  o n e —t r u e ,  f a i t h f u l  a n d  s in c e re  ; 
a n d  f a i l  n o t  to  c a l l  u p o n  m e , s h o u ld  o cc as io n  
r e q u i r e .  A  l e t t e r ,  p o s te  r e s ta n te ,  F lo re n c e , w ill 
b e  s u re  to  r e a c h  m e , u n le s s  y o u  h e a r  f ro m  m e  
a g a in *  a n d  n o w , fa r e w e l l  fo r  a  lo n g , lo n g  
p e r io d .”

M illy  p u t  u p  h e r  l ip s  t o  h im ,  a n d  s u n k  s o b b in g  
o n  h i s  b r e a s t .  I f  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t ,  h e  h a d  a s k e d
h e r  to  go  w i th  h im   W ell, h e  d id  n o t  a s k  h e r ,
b u t  p re s s in g  h e r  l ip s  w i th  h i s  o w n , h e  p la c e d  h e r  
i n  h e r  m o th e r ’s a rm s ,  w ru n g  t h e  o ld  l a d y ’s h a n d ,  
a n d  p re v io u s ly  p ro v id e d  w i th  a  F r e n c h  p a s s p o r t  
h e  h a d  n o t  u s e d , h e  d e p a r te d ,  v ia  P a r is ,  to  F lo r ­
e n c e .

C H A P T E R  V I .
T H E  SHA D O W  O F  CO M IN G  E V E N T S .

A s w e  h a v e  s ta t e d  in  a  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r ,  t h e  
E a r l  o f  D e  l a  M ore, u p o n  e n te r in g  h is  re a d  
in g  c lo se t, b e h e ld , s e a te d  in  a n  a t t i t u d e  a t  
o n c e  in s o le n tly  f a m i l ia r  a n d  o ffe n s iv e ly  v u l­
g a r, t h e  sc o u n d re l  S ta rk .  H is  d re s s  w a s  of 
t h e  s ty le  a ff e c te d  b y  h o r s e  c o p e rs , w a s  m u d ­
d ie d  f ro m  c o lla r  to  h op ls, a n d  g r e a t ly  d iso r­
d e re d  : h i s  f a c e  w a s  g r im y , h i s  e y e s  b lo o d sh o t,  
h i s  h a i r  m a t t e d ,  h i s  l ip s  c ru s te d  w i th  a  d a rk  
b ro w n  m u c u s , a n d  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  w h o lly  t h a t  
o f a  b r u te  w h o  fo r  s e v e ra l  d a y s  h a d  b e e n  r io t in g  
in  a  b e a s t ly ,  d r u n k e n  d e b a u c h .  H e  f ille d  t h e  
ro o m  w ith  a  h o r r ib le  f c e n t—in  f la v o r , a  c o m b i­
n a t io n  o f  t h e  e ffe rv e se n c e  o f  s ta le  d r in k s —a n d  
w i th  t h e  s o u n d  o f h i s  h o a r s e  v o ice , r e n d e r e d  y e t  
m o re  h u s k y  b y  in to x ic a t io n —fo r  h e  w a s  in ­
d u lg in g  in  lo w  r ib a ld r y  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  
e le c t r i f ie d  s e rv a n t  w h o  h a d  c o n d u c te d  th e  
u n a c c o u n ta b le  p e a r s e n  t o  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  in  
w h ic h  h e  w a s  s e a te d ,  r e m a in in g  w i th  h im  to  see  
t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  p o c k e t  l a n y  o f t h e  v a lu a b le s  
w i th in  r e a c h .

T h e  e a r l  t u r n e d  s ic k  o n  p e rc e iv in g  t h e  s ta t e  h e  
w a s  in ,  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  o rd e re d  h im  to  b e  k ic k e d  
o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n s t a n te r  if  h e  h a d  d a re d .  B u t  
o h  ! t h e  p e r f e c t  m a s t e r y  t h a t  c r im e  h o ld s  o v e r  
t h e  im p l ic a te d !  H e  w a s  c o m p e l le d  to  s m o o th  
h i s  f ro w n in g  b ro w , a n d  t o  k e e p  d o w n  th e  in d ig ­
n a t io n  h e  f e l t  a t  t h e  e c o u n d re l’s  a s to u n d in g  p r e ­
s u m p t io n —to  a p p e a r  c o o l a n d  c o lle c te d  w h ile  h is  
b r e a e t  w a s  a  v o lc a n o  o f r a g e  a n d  a n g e r,

A s so o n  a s  t h e  d u l l  e y e s  o f ;S ta rk ;a lig h te d j u p o n  
h im  h e  sa id , " H a l lo —o l’ f e llo w  ! C o—h ie —c o m e  
th e n ,  e h  ? I —h ic —I  to i  ol, c o ll i—h i e —c o lliflo w e r 
—h ie —p im p le  w h a t—h ie —w h a t ’u d  b r in g  y o u — 
h ie . E h  ?—h ie —d a n d y  c a lv e s —h ie —lo n e  c o p se , 
o l ' b o y , 't h a t ’s  t h e  t i c k e t—h ic  1”

T h e n  h e  s p ru n g  to  h i s  fe e t ,  a n d  s ta g g e r in g  
to w a rd s  t h e  e a rl ,  s a id  f ie rce ly , “  W h o  s a id  
a n y th in g  ’b o u t  t i e —h ie  — t ic k e t  ? I  a in ’t  g o t ­
h ic —n o —tic k e t  I W h a t  y o u —h ie —m e a n  ?”

“  B e  p o a ted  !” c r ie d  t h e  e a r l ,  s te r n ly  a n d  firm ly* 
" a n d  i f  y o u  h a v e  a u g h t  to  s a y  t o m e ,  I  w ill  
l i s te n  to  y o u  ; if  n o t  y o u  m u s t  q u i t  t h e  p la c e  
in s ta n t ly ."

“ O h  1—h ie —o h , I ’l l  s i t  d o w n  if  t h a t ’ll  ’b lig e  
y o u  ! h e  s a id , s ta g g e r in g  to  a  c h a i r  a n d  f a l l in g  
in to  i t .  “  B u t  t h e —h ie —th e  lo n e  со—c o p se  w o n ’t  
r e s t ,  y o u  k n o w .”

T h e  e a r l  tu rn e d  to  h is  s e rv a n t ,  w h o  w a s  lo o k ­
in g  o n  iu  b e w ild e re d  w o n d e r  a t  w h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  
a p p e a r e d  o u tra g e o u s  to  h im  e v e n  in  a  f re n z ie d  
d re a m , a n d  s a id  “ L e a v e  th e  ro o m  ; w h e n  I  r in g , 
o n ly , I  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  y o u , b u t  t h e n  b e  p r o m p t  in  
a t t e n d a n c e .”

W h e n  th e  m a n  h a d  g o n e  h e  t u r n e d  to  S ta rk , 
a n d  w i th  a  m a n n e r  w h ic h  in  so m e  d e g re e  a w e d  
t h e  ru ffiu , ea id , “  M a rk  m e, m a n  ; a  r e p e t i t io n  of 
th ie  c o n d u c t,  a n d  y o u r  l if e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  w o r th  a  
m in u te 's  p u rc h a s e .  I  c a re  n o t  w h a t  y o u  m a y  
a t t e m p t  b y  m e n a c e , b y  t h r e a t  o r  a c t  : b u t  if  y o u  
d a re  a g a in , s c o u n d re l ,  to  t h r u s t  y o u rse lf  in to  m y  
m a n s io n  in  t h is  b i u t a l  s ta te ,  n o th in g  c a n  o r  s h a ll  
p r e v e n t  t h e  in f l ic t io n  u p o n  y o u  o f a  s u m m a ry  
p u n is h  tn e n t ,  w h ic h /w ill  p r e v e n t  r e p e t i t io n  o f *uch  
a n  o u tra g e .”

S ta r k  b a la n c e d  h im s e lf  o n  h is  c h a ir  fo r  a  m in ­
u te ,  a n d  th e n  m u t te r e d ,  “ S c o u n d re l  ! W e ll—h ie  
—t h a t ’s p lu c k y , to o  !”

“  W h a t  d o  y o u  w a n t  ? A nsw er, a n d  b r ie f ­
ly ,” e x c la im e d  th e  e a r l ,  d e te rm in e d ,  if  p o ss i­
b le ,  t o  r e t a in  t h e  a d v a n ta g e  h e  la n c ie d  h e  h a d  
g a in e d .

“M o n ey  !” s a id  S ta rk .
“ I  th o u g h t  so ,” re s p o n d e d  t h e  e a r l ;  “ y o u  

e h o u ld  h a v e  w r i t t e n  f o r  i t ,  n o t  c o m e  in  p e r  
s o n .”

“  G a m  ш o n  1” e x c la im e d  S ta rk .  “ C a n 't  
w r i te —w a s n ’t  t a u g h t  w h e re  I  w as b r o u g h t  u p .” 

“ T h e n  g e t  so m e  o n e  to  w r i te  f o r  y o u .”
“ H a !  h a !  a n d  b lo w  t h e  gaff. W h o — ic -  

s h o u ld  1 1 .11 to  w r ite  to  t h e  lo n e  copae, e h ? ”
T n e  e a r l  p re s s e d  h i s  h a n  I to  h is  b ra in ,  a n d

Î>aced t h e  ro o m , a n d  th e n  tu r n e d  w i th  fe v e r is h  
m p a t ie n c e  to  t h e  fe llo w  a u d  sa id , ‘ W h a t  s u m  d o  
y o u  w a n t? ”

S ta rk  lo o k ed  u p  u n d e r  h i s  b e e tl in g  b ro w s  a t  
h i m ;  h e  w a s  n o t  s o 'd ru n k  a s  n o t  to  b o  e o n sitiv o  
o n  h i s  o w n  in te r e s t .  H e  s a w  t h e  e a r l  w as 
to u c h e d .

“ « som ething  to  go o n  w i th ,” h e  a n sw e re d . 
“ N a m e  a  s u m ,” c r .e d  t h e  e a r l  s h a rp ly .
“ W e ll—h i j —a  c o o l h u n d r e d  o r  tw o —h ie  ! c a n  

g e t  o n  a  l i t t l e  w h i le  w i th  t h a t . ”
“ N o ,” s a id  t h e  e a rl ,  p r o m p t ly ,  “  I  h a v e  n o  ob  

j e c t io n t o  g iv e  y o u  a  h a n d s o m e  su m , b u t  i t  ie  o n  
c o n d it io n  t h a t  y o u  le a v e  th i s  c o u n tr y  fo re v e r ,”

"  W h a t—h ie —a —t r a n s p o r t  m e  !”
“ Y ou  h e a r  m e , m a n .  i f  y o u  a g re e  to  t h i s  h a lf  

B hall b e  p a id  d o w n  o n  a  d a y  y o u  m a y  a p p o in t ,  
a n d  h a l f  o u  t h e  d a y  w h ic h  th e  v e s se l t h a t  is  to  
b e a r  y o u  to  s o m e  d i s t a u t  lan d  s a ils  f ro m  th e s e  
sh o re s . B u t  I m u s t  a n d  w ill  h a v e  g o o d  g u a ra n te e  
t h a t  y o u  a c c e p t  m y  te rm s ,  a n d  a b id e  b y  th e m  
b e fo re  I  p a r t  w i th  a  g u in e a .”

T h e  m a n  p o n d e re d  lo r  a  m o m e n t ,  a n d  t h e n  h e  
s a id  w i th  m o re  r e s p e c t  t h a n  h e  r a d  y e t  sh o w n , 
“  M y lo rd , I  t h in k  y o u  f a n c y  m e  a  e n e m y . I  a in ’t  
n o  s u c h  th in g .  I  w a n ts  to  d o  y o u  a  g ood  tu r n ,  
a n d  y o u  w o n ’t  l e t  m e .”

“ I  w ish  y o u  to  c o n s id e r  m y  te r m s —to  a c c e p t  
o r  r e fu e e  th e m .”

“  A n d  w h a t  i f  I  r e fu s e  ?”
*• D o  y o u r  b e s t  a n d  w o rs t.  I  k n o w  h o w  to  

h a n d le  y o u .”
*• T h e n  y o u  d e fie s  m e  ?”
"  I  c a n  d o  so  W h a t  h a v e  y o u  to  t e l l  ? A  w ild  

im p r o b a b le  s to ry  ! W h e re  is  th e  m u rd e r e d  m a n 's  
b o d y ?  w h e re  t h e —t h e —t h e —a s sa s s in  ? Y o u ­
y o u  w o u ld  n o t  b e  c re d i te d  f o r  a n  in s t a n t .  G o to  ! 
—I  h a v e  n o th in g  to  f e a r  f ro m  y o u .”

S ta rk  g r a te d  h i s  t e e th ,  t h e n  m o is te n e d  h i s  l ip s  
a s  w e ll a s  h e  w a s  a b le  w i th  h i s  f u r r e d  a n d  b la c k ­
e n e d  to n g u e .

“ L o o k  a ’h e re  !” h e  s a id , s lo w ly  a n d  d is t in c t ly ,  
“  I  k n o w s w h e re , t h i s  m o m e n t ,  to  p la c e  m y  h a n d  
o n  t h e  ’s a s s in —I  k n o w s  w h e re  to  d o  i t ,  a n d  c a n  
p ro v e  i t  ! I  c a n  h a v e  y o u  p u t  in  t h e  b o x  to  s w e a r  
—to  a  lie , if  y o u  l ik e s —b u t  I  k n o w  th o s e  w h o ’ll 
w o r ry  a l l  yo u  k n o w s  o u t  o h  y o u . S t a y ! —d o n ’t  
i n t e r r u p t  m e  ! A n ’ I  k n o w s  w h e re , th is  b le s se d  
m m n i t ,  w h e re  t h e  g a m e k e e p e r ’s b o d y  lie s , a t  t h e  
b o t to m  o f a  p o o l, w a i t in g  o n ly  t o  c o m e  u p  w h e n  
c a lle d  fo r ,  H a  ! t h a t  s ta g g e rs  y e r—d o e s  i t ?  
Y o u  d e fie s  m e , d o e s  y e r  I W ell, d o  i t  !—o r  d o w n  
w i th  t h e  m o p u ss e s  !’’

T h e  e a r l  l o s t  h i s  s e lf  p o sse s s io n , and. s a n k  in to  
h i s  s e a t  w i th  a  g ro a n  , h e  c o v e re d  h i s  fa c e  w i th  
h i s  h a n d s ,  a n d  r o c k e d  h im s e lf  to  a n d  f ro  w i th  
fu ig u ieh .

•* i  d o n ’t  d o  m y  w a rk  b y  h a lv e s ,” h is s e d  S ta rk  
i n  h i s  e a r  ; “  a n ’ I  k n e w  t h a t  b o d y  w o u ld  b e  
w a n te d  so m e  d a y , u n le s s  I  , c o u ld  s to w  i t  w h e re  
n o b o d y  k n o w ’d  o f  i t  b u t  m y se lf .  M y g a m e  is  to  
liv e , a n ’ if  a n y b o d y  m a d e  l a  l iv in ’ o u t  of a  d e a d  
g a m e k e e p e r ,  I  m a d e  u p  m y  m in d  i t  s h o u ld  b e  
m e . W ill  y o u  d u b  u p  n o w  ? o r  a m  I  to  d o  m y  
w u s t  ?”

T h e  e a r l  o n c e  m o re  le a p e d  to  h i s  fee t.
“  W h e re  is  m y  s o n  ?” h e  e x c la im e d . “  T a k e  

m e  to  h im  a n d  I  w ill s h o w e r  g o ld  u p o n  y o u  w h ic h  
s h a l l  g lu t  e v e n  j o u r  g re e d .”

“ S ta k e  t e n  q u id , a n ’ I  a g re e s ,” e x c la im e d  S ta rk .  
B e fo re  th o  e a r l  c o u ld  re p ly ,  to  in q u ir e  t h e  

m e a n in g  o f  th o  e x p re s s io n , a  k n o c k  w a s  h e a r d  a t  
t h e  d o o r , w h ic h  w as im m e d ia te ly  o p e n e d  a n d  
t h e  s e rv in g  m a n  m a d e  h i s  a p p e ra n c e  a n d  s a id  : 
“M y lo rd , t h e  p e rs o n  n a m e d  S a n g e r, is  b e lo w  a n d  
w ish e s  t o  se e  y o u r  l o rd s h ip  w h e n  y o u r  lo rd s h ip  
is  d ise n g a g e d .”

S ta r k  r e t i r e d  to  t h e  w in d o w .
“  I t  is  t h e  d e te c tiv e ?  ”  in q u ir e d  th e  e a r l  w i th  a s ­

s u m e d  c a lm n e ss .
“ I  b e lie v e  i t  is , m y  lo rd ,” r e tu r n e d  t h e  s e rv a n t .  

“ H e  d id  n o t  w is h  to  d i s tu r b  y o u , h e  s a id  h e  w a s  
a c q u a in te d  w i th  t h e  in d iv id u a l  to  w h o m  y o u  h a d  
g r a n te d  a n  in te rv ie w , a n d  h e  w o u ld  w a i t—h e  
w a s  in  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  h u r r y .”

S ta r k  h is s e d  s o m e th in g  th ro u g h  h i s  t e e th  
w h ic h  t h e  e a r l  c o u ld  n o t  c a tc h , b u t  h e  s a id  to  
t h e  s e rv a n t ,  “ T e ll  M r. S a n g e r  t h a t  I  w ill  see  h im  
p re s e n t ly ,  a s  so o n  a s  I  a m  a t  l ib e r ty .”

“ I  t h in k  I  h e a r  h im  c o m in g  u p ,  m y  lo rd ,” s a id  
t h e  s e rv a n t ,  a s  h e  r e t i r e d  a n d  c lo se d  t h e  d o o r  
a f t e r  h im .

T h e  i n s t a n t  h i s  b a c k  w a s  tu rn e d ,  S ta rk  f lu n g  
u p  t n e  w in d o w  a n d  lo o k ed  a b o u t  h im . H e  m a d e  
a n  e x o la m a tio n , a lm o s t  a s  i t  a p p e a re d ,  o f  e x u l­
t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e n  le a p e d  l ig h t ly  o n  t o  th e  
w in d o w -s ill , c lo s in g  a o w n  t n e  w in d o w  a g a in  
le a v in g  h im s e lf  w i th o u t,  a n d  th o  e a r l  
w i tn in ,  іл  a  s ta t e  o f  p e r tu r b a t io n  i t  is  im p o s s ib le  
t o  d e s c r ib e .  H e  k n e w  i h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  c le a r  f a l l  
b e lo w  o f  a b o u t  f o r ty  o r  f if ty  f e e t  ; th e r e  w as n o ­
t h in g  f o r  t h e  m a n  to  g e t  a t ,  n o  la n d in g , n o  o p p o  
s i t e  w a ll t o  le a p  to , n u th in g  b u t  t h a t  s m a l l  led g e  
w i th o u t  t h e  w in d o w  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  d e a th ,  b y  
b e in g  d a s h e d  t o  a to m s .

E a c h  m o m e n t  h e  e x p e c te d  to  h e a r  t h e  fa l l in g  
m a n ’s f e e t  s c ra p e  a g a in s t  t h e  w a ll, a n d  t h e  d u ll  
b o u n d  o n  t h e p a v e m e n t  f a r a w a y  be lo w , a n n o u n c ­
in g  h i s  f e a r f u l  f a te .  I t  s e e m e d  a s  if  h e  m u s t  
s h r ie k  w i th  h o r ro r .

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  t h e  d o o r  s o f t ly  o p e n e d  a n d  
B an g er, t h e  d e te c tiv e , m a d e  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  ; th e n  
t h e  e a rl ,  o v e rc o m e  b y  c o n te n d in g  e m o tio n s , 
fa in te d .

» a n g e r  p e rc e iv e d  a t  a  g la n c e  t h e  c o n d it io n  of 
t h e  e a r l  a n d  r a n g  v io le n tly . A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  
h e  lo c k e d  w i th  t h e  q u ic k  e y e  o f t h e  h a w k  ro u n d  
t h e  a p a r tm e n t  b u t  n o  o th e r  p e rs o n  b e s id e  h im  
se lf  a n d  th e  e a r l  w as p re s e n t .  N o d o o r  le d  in to  
a n o th e r  a p a r tm e n t .  H e  w as a t  t h e  w in d o w  
i n s t a n te r ,  a n d  f lu u g  i t  u p .  H e  lo o k ed  o u t  
t h e n  h e  d re w  h is  h e a d  in .  a n d  s h u t  d o w n  th e  
w in d o w .

T h e  s e rv a n t  e n te r e d  w i th  a  s ta r t l e d  d e m e a n ­
o u r :  h e  lo o k ed  o u t  o f  b r e a th ,  f lu r r ie d  a n d  s c a re d  
H e  b e c k o n e d , t h e  m o m e n t  h e  e u te re d ,  to  th e  
d e te c t iv e ,  w h o , h o w e v e r , s a id , “ L o o k  to  t h e  e a rl  
— ь h a s  f a in te d !  S o m e  c o ld  w a te r  1 Q u ic a  !
Qvfekr

A u« s e r v a n t  n o w  a p p e a r e d  a b s o lu te ly  f r ig h t ­
e n e d .

“ O h, M r D e te c to r ,” h e  c r ie d  “ w h a t  d o e s  i t  a l l  
m e a n  ? T h e  m o s t  m y s te r io u s  th in g s  is  a p p e r in ’ 
J i s t  a s  I  k e m  u p  s ta i r s  f ro m  t h e  ’a l l  d o o r , b e fo re  
t h e  p o r te r ,  w h o  is  s to u t  y o u  k n o w , c o u ld  g e t  
o u t  o f h is  s e a t ,  s la m s  t h e  d o o r  a f t e r  h im , a n d

“ N e v e r  m in d  ; l e t  u s  r e v iv e  h i s  lo rd s h ip ,” in ­
t e r r u p te d  S a n g e r,  te s t i ly .

T h e y  b a th e d  h i s  te m p le s  w i th  t h e  c o ld  w a te r ,  
a n d  in  a  few  m in u te s  t h e  e a r l  b r e a th e d  a  d e e p  
s ig h , a n d  o p e n e d  h is  e y e s . A f te r  g la r in g  a ro u n d  
h i  oi, h e  ro se  to  h i s  fe e t ,  s t a r e d  a t  th o  s e rv a n t ,  
a t  S an g e r, p re s s e d  h i s  h a n d s  to  h is  te m p le s , 
a n d  s a i  -, “  G o o d  h e a v e n  ! is  t h i s  a l l  a  h o r r id  
d re a m  ?”

“ P ra y ,  m y  lo rd  b e  s e a te d , a n d  c o lle c t  y o u rse lf .” 
e x c la im e d  S a n g e r, q u ie t ly  a n d  s o o th in g ly  ; a n d  
t u r n in g  to  t h e  s e rv a n t ,  s a id  to  h im , “ Y ou  h a d  
b e t t e r  le a v e  t h e  ro o m , a n d  m in d  y o u  k e e p  y o u r  
to n g u e  w i th in  y o u r  t e e th .”

T h e  m a n  d id  n o t  l ik e  to  d iso b e y  t h e  c o m m a n d , 
u t te r e d  in  a  b r u s q u e ,  a  - th o r i t iv e  to n e ,  b u t  h e  
d is a p p e a re d  w i th  e v id e n t  re lu c ta n c e .

T h e  E a r l  o f D e  l a  M ore , a f te r  a  s tru g g le  
w i th  h i s  e m o tio n s , b e c a m e  s u ff ic ie n tly  c a lm  to  
d e m a n d  t h e  c a u se  o f  S a n g e r ’s p re s e n c e  o n  t h a t  
o c c as io n .

“ My lo rd ,” h e  s a id , “ m y  b u s in e s s  w a s  w i th  th e  
m e n  S ta rk .  I  w a n t  h im  u p o n  a  b u rg la ry  ca se , a  
v e ry  b a d  o n e  to o —fo r  b lo o d  w a s  s h e d . I  t r a c e d  
b im  h e re .  I  d o  n o t  se ek  t o  p r y  i n to  a n y  s e c re ts  
o f  y o u r  lo rd s h ip ,  b u t  I  w o u ld  su g g e s t  t h a t  th e  
fe llo w  is  a  d e s p e r a te  s c o u n d re l .  H e  h a s  se v en  
y e a r s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  fo r  a  b a d  p o a c h in g  a ffa ir , 
b u t  w as o n e  o f t h e  f ir s t  m e n  l e t  o u t  o n  a  t ic k e t  o f 
le a v e . H e ’s b e e n  a t  h is  o ld  t r i c k s  a g a in  a n  i  th is  
t im e  i f  h e ’s c o n v ic te d , I  e x p e c t  h e  w ill  be r e q u i r e d  
t o  g ive  h . s  o p in io n  of t h e  a i r  o f  B e rm u d a .  Ho 
h a s  e s c a p e d  m e  th is  t im e ,  b u t  I  s h a l l  h a v e  h im  
y e t.”

•* U n le s s  t h e  w r a th  o f t h e  A lm ig h ty  h a s  a n t i c i ­
p a te d  y o u ,” e x c la im e d  th e  e a r l ,  p o in t in g  w i th  a  
s h u d d e r  a t  t h e  w in d o w .

T h e  l ip  o f t h e  d e ie c t iy e  c u r le d  w i th  a  sm ile , 
a lm o s t  s c o rn fu l.

“  N o, n o , m y  lo rd ,” h e  s a id , “ h e  g o t  d o w n  sa fe  
e n o u g h , i t s  a n  o ld  t r i c k  o f  h is .”

“ A t r ic k ,  to  f a l l  f if ty  f e e t  in  s a fe ty  ?” c r ie d  t h e  
e a r l ,  a s to n is h e d .;

“ N o  t r i c k  e x a c tly ,  m y  lo rd , b u t  a n  a c q u ir e ­
m e n t ,  I  s h o u ld  h a v e  s a id ,” r e tu r n e d  S a n g e r. ‘A n y  
g ood  sw eep  c o u ld  d o  i t ,  a n d  h e  e s c a p e d  f ro m  
p r is o n  b y  it. T h e re  is  a  s h a rp  a n g le  fo rm e d  b y  a  
j u t t in g  w a l l  j u s t  o u ts id e  th e r e ,  a n d  h e  w e n t  d o w n  
i t ,  s h o u ld e r s  a n d  f e e t—t h a t ’s a ll .  I t ’s  a  d a r in g  f e a t  
b u t  I  s u s p e c t  h e  fo u n d  i t  w a s  n e c k  o r  n o th in g  
w i th  h im .  I  h a v e  o n ly  t o  a d d , t h a t  lif h e  m a n ­
ag e s  to  k e e p  o u t  o f  o u r  h a n d s ,  t h e  les3  m y  lo rd , 
y o u  h a v e  to  d o  w i th  h im , t h e  b e t t e r . ”

“  I —I  e m p lo y e d  h im  to  w a tc h  t h e  a c t io n s  o f a  
—a  r e la t iv e  w h o m  I  f e a re d  w a s  p u r s u in g  a  w ro n g  
p a t h —t h a t  w a s  a l l ,’ e x c la im e d  th e  e a r l ,  e m ­
b a r r a s s e d  u n d e r  th o  b r ig h t  e a g le  e y e  o f  t h e  d e ­
te c t iv e .  “  H e  d id  h i s  w o rk  p r e t t y  w e ll,  I  m u s t  
s a v .”

“  N o d o u b t  ! h e ’s u p  to  t h a t  g a m e . I  w il l  n o t  
d e ta in  y o u r  lo rd s h ip  f a r t h e r  t h a n  to  sa y , t h a t  
y e s te rd a y ,  f ro m  in fo r m a t io n  I  re c e iv e d ,  a  p e rs o n  
o b ta in e d  a  p a s s p o r t  f ro m  t h e  I t a l i a n  a m b a s s a ­
d o r, h e  g a v e  h i s  n a m e  a s  G id e o n  S a v ille , in  t h e  
se rv ic e  o f t h e  A u d le y  f a m i ly .”

“ D id f .y o u  se e  h i m ? ” a s k e d  t h e ‘e a r l  w i th  
e a g e rn e s s .

“ W e ll ,” r e p l ie d  S a n g e r, “  I  d id  y o u r  lo rd s h ip  
a l th o u g h  w e a r e  n o t  ; in  t h e  h a b i t  o f m a k in g  a d ­
m is s io n s  p re m a tu re ly ."

“ D e s c r ib e  h im  to  m e ,” c r ie d  t h e  e a r l  eag erly .
“ H e  w a s  ta l l ,” e x c la im e d  S ag er, c o n s u lt in g  a  

s m a l l  m e ta l l ic  m e m o r a n d u m  b o o k .
•* W ith  g re y  h a i r  ?”
“ Y ea ; h e  h a d  a  w o u n d  o n  h is  fo re h e a d , w h ic h  

h a d  b e e n  s tr a p p e d  u p .”
“ G r e a t  h e a v e n  !”
“ A n d  lo o k ed  v e ry  ill , a s  th o u g h  h e  h a d  r e ­

c e n tly  r e c o v e re d  f ro m  g r e a t  p r o s t r a t io n .  H e  
w a lk e d  w i th  t h e |a i d  o f a  s tic k , b u t  w i th  diffi­
c u lty .”

“ n i s  f e a tu re s  w e re  s tro n g ly  m a r k e d  ?”
“ Yee, w i t a a  g r im  e x p re s s io n . H o  h a d  g rey  

e y e s Дa n d  m o v e d  h i s  h e a d  s lo w ly  b a c k  a s  h e  
lo o k e d  a t  y o u .”

“ Y es—y e s —y e s l ” g a s p e d  th e  e a r l .
“ A n d  h a s  o n e  o f h is  f r o n t  t e e t h  b ro k e n ,"  a d d e d  

t h e  d e te c t iv e .
“ I t  is  h im ! ” e x c la im e d  t h e  e a r l ,  s in k in g  b a c k  in  

h i s  c h a ir .  “ M e rc ifu l h e a v e n  !” h e  c rie d , “ t h y  w ay s  
a r e  in s c r u ta b le  1”

“ T h a t  is  a ll ,” e x c la im e d  t h e  d e te c t iv e ,  c lo s in g  
h i s  m e m o r a n d u m  b o o k .

“  A ll,” e c h o e d  t h e  e a r l  c la s p in g  h is  h a n d ,  “ All, 
m y  fr ie n d . Y ou  k n o w  n o t  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  h a p p i ­
n e ss  o f a  f a m ily  is  in v o lv e d  in  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  
j u s t  m a d e  k n o w n  to  m e. I  k n o w  n o t  h o w  to  r e ­
w a rd  y o u . b u t  a s  f a r  a s  m o n e y  c a n  d o  i t  y o u  s h a ll  
n o t  c o m p la in ,”

‘■I s h a ll  b e  w e ll s a tis f ie d  w i th  m o n e y  m y  lord,*’ 
s a id  b a n g e r  w i th  a  q u ie t  s m i le ;  “b u t  r e a l ly  y o u r  
lo rd s h ip  h a s  b e e n  a lr e a d y  so  l ib e r a l  t h a t  I  h a v e  
n o  c la im  fo r  r e c o m p e n se  fo r  t h e  l i t t l e  a d d it io n a l  
in fo r m a t io n  I  h a v e  g iv en  y o u .”

“ I t  is  w o r th  m o re  t h a n  th r ic e  t e n  t h o u s a n  1 
t im e s  a l l  y o u  h a v e  p re v io u s ly  b r o u g h t  p u t  
t> g e th e r ! ” e x c la im e d  th e  e a r l ;  “a n d  a s  su c h  
s h a l l  b e  r e q u i te d .  T e l l  m e , m v  f r ie n d , w h a t  
p la c e s  w e re  n a m e d  in  t h e  p a s s p o r t  o b ta in e d  by  
th is  m a n  ? ”

“ W e ll, i t  i s  n o t  h im  w h o  o b ta in e d  th e  p a s s ­
p o r t ,  b u t  a n  I ta l ia n ,  o n e  G iu se p p e  M a n in i, w h o  
w a s  w i th  h im , e n d  h a d  h i s  c o m p a n io n ’s n a m e  
a n d  d e s c r ip t io n  in s e r te d  in  h is .  T h o  d e s t in a tio n  
w a s  F lo re n c e , v ia  P a r i s  a n d  M a rse il le s .”

T h e  e a r l  le a r n e d  n o w  a ll  h e  c o u  d  o b ta in ,  o r  so 
f a r  a s  h e  c o u ld  e x p e c t .  H e d ism is s e d  S a n g e r  
w i th  a  v e ry  h a n d s o m e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e n  s a t  
d o w n  to  th in k .

“ So,” s a id  h e , m u s in g ly , “ t h e  s ile n c e  is  b r o k e n  
a t  l a s t  ! T h e  v e il is  l i f  t in g —th e  g lo o m y  o b s c u r i ty  
o f y e a ra  is  d is s ip a tin g  ! W h a t  w ill  i t  d isc lo se  ? 
W h a t  ^ h a p e  is  t h e  b i t t e r  a n im o s ity ,  t h e  w i th e r ­
in g  h a ttro d , to  t a k e  ? W h o le s a le  d e s tr u c tio n  of 
m e  a n 4  m s ho u > e—o f th o s e  w h o  a re  t h e  t r e a s ­
u r e s  ofTmy hoarfc. W o ], I  w ill m e n t  h e r  u p o n  h e r
o w n  b a  t ie -g ro u n d —fig h t  h e r  w ith  h e r  o w n  w ea-

So n s  ! ( D o  a l l—d a re  a ll  t h a t  s h e  c a n  d o  o r  d a re  ! 
[era tl}e fa ls e  s te p  - n o t  m in e  ! I n  t h e  h a n d s  of 
t h e  e te r n  >11 p la c e  t h e  i s su e  ! ”
T h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  th e  e a r l  s p e d  o n  h is  w a y  to  

F lo re n c e .

C H A P T E R  V II .

T H E  A R R IV A L —T H E  IT A L IA N .

W h e n  E a r l  D e  la  M ore m a d e  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  
n eces-sary  fo r  h im  to  lea v e  L o n d o n , h e  p ro v id e d  
fo r  t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  of! b e in g  a w a y  f ro m  E n g la n d  
fo? a n  e x te n d e d  p e r io d . E u s ta c e  w o u ld  go to  
c o lleg e  i m m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  h is  f a t h e r ’s d e p a r tu re ,  
a n d  c o n tr a r y  to  h i s  f ir s t  in te n t io n ,  t h e  e a r l  
d e c id e d  t h a t  h i s  dH U ghters s h o u ld  i e m a in  a t  D e 
l a  M o re  H ouse, P a r k  L a n a ,  u n d e r  t h e  c a re ,  g u id ­
a n c e  a n d  in s p e c t io n  of a n  e ld e r ly  m a id e n  la d y , a  
d i s t a n t  c o n n e c t io n  o f th e  f a m ily .  M a s te rs  o f th e  
h ig h e s t  r e p u ta t i o n  w e re  to  b e  e n g a g e d  t e  p e r f e c t  
t h e  y o u n g  la d ie s ,  B la n c h e  a n d  C ecile , in  t h e  
v a r io u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  in  th o se  
a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  n e c e s s a ry  t o  t h e i r  h ig h  s p h e re  
in  life . A ll, h o w e v e r ,  w a s  to  b e  u n d e r  t h e  c o n tro l  
o f t h e  e ld e r ly  m a id e n  r e la t iv e  w h o  w a s  to  b e  in ­
v e s te d  w i th  fu ll  p o w e r  to  a c t  a s  t h e  e a r l ’s  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e  d u r in g  h ie  a b se n c e . P r o p e r  i n t im a t io n  
o f  t h i s  w a s  c o n v e y ed  to  th o  s te w a rd , a n d  to  t h e  
h o u se k e e p e r ,  a n d  th ro u g h  th e m  to  t h e  s e rv a n ts .

T h o  m a id e n , L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  a n d  h e r  m a id , 
Iv o ry , a r r iv e d ,  a n d  w e re  c o n d u c te d  to  t h e  c h a m ­
b e r  p r e p a r e d  fo r  t h e  fo rm e r , a n d  t h e r e  th e y  
fo u n d  a n o th e r  m a id ,  r e a d y  to  a t t e n d  u p o n  
L a d y  P in k p le i te ,  b u t  sh e  w a s  d ism isse d , 
Iy o ry  a lo n o  b e in g  p e r m i t t e d  to  w a i t  
u p o n  th e  a n t iq u a te d  c o lu m n  o f t i t l e d  s ta r c h .  
T h e  e a r l ’s  re c e p t io n  o f L a d y  P in k p le i te  w a s  
t r u ly  t h a t  o f  a n  e a r l ,  s a v e  t h a t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  а  
s m a l l  sp ic e  o f c o n g e n ia l ity  iu  i t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  
p o s it io n  in to  w h ic h  h e  w as a b o u t  to  in s ta l l  h e r .

T h e  tw o  s is te rs ,  w h o  w o re  d e s iro u s  o f  r e c e iv in g  
h e r  iu  a n  a f f e c t io n a te  m a n n e r ,  w e re  re p e l le d  b y  
t h e  icy  g r a n d e u r —r a t h e r  th o  f r ig id  c o u r te s y  of 
th o  o ld  la d y ’s m a n n e r  ; fo r  t h e r e  w a s  n o  m is ta k e  
in  t h a t  sh e  e le v a te d  th e m  in to  a  p o s i t io n  h ig h e r  
t h a n  h e r  ow n , a l th o u g h  s h e  k n e w  t h e y  w o re  a b o u t  
to  b e  p la c e d  u n d e r  h e r  g u id a n c e  a n d  c o n tro l .  S til l  
t h e  f o rm a l  p re c is io n  sh e  d isp la y e d  to w a rd s  th e m  
c o m p e lle d  t h e m  to  t a k e  b a c k  th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  
o ffe r in g  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  a n d  to s s  ic e  a n d  sn o w  
t o  h e r  in  t u r n .

A s fo r  E u s ta c e ,  h e  a t  o n c e  s e t  h e r  d o w n  fo r  a n  
a w fu l b o re , a n d  c o n g ra tu la te d  h im s e lf  u p o n  h is  
d e p a r tu r e  f o r  a n d  so jo u rn  a t  O xfo rd .

T h e  t im e  p a sse d  o n . T h o  o a rl  w a s  go n e . E u s ­
ta c e ,  to o , w as b o rn e  b y  r a i l  to  A lm a  M a te r . T h o  
L a d y  P in k p le i to , a s  th e  h o u s e h o ld  w a s  d ire c t ly  
a w a re , w a s  in  t h e  fu ll  p le n i tu d e  o f h e r  p o w er, a n d  
t h e  g ir ls  w e re  a l l  th o  d a y  e m p lo y e d  in  m a s te r in g  
F r e n c h  n o u n s  a n d  v e rb s  w i th  M o n ­
s ie u r  M o n tb a c o n , a l th o u g h  th e y  sp o k e  
t h e  la n g u a g e  l ik e  n a tiv e s  ; p e rfo rm in g  
o n  a n  E r a r d ’s g ra n d  in s t r u c t e d  b y  a 
G e rm a n  p i a n i s t  o f m a s te r ly  p o w e rs  o f  e x e c u tio n  ; 
b y  w a d in g  th ro u g h  th e  G e r m a n  la n g u a g e  w ith  
H e r r  K in d e rm e is te r  : o f a c q u ir in g  S p a n is h  u n d e r  
D o n  J o s e  K e h o ia  ; a n d  o e iu g  tu to r e d  in  I t a l ia n  
b y  S ig n o r  A n d re a  d i L io n i.

A h  ! t u to r e d  in  I t a l i a n  b y  S ig n o r A n d re a  d i 
L i o n i !

T h is  m a n  w a s  y o u n g —s a v  tw e n ty -  f iv e — a t  
l e a s t ,  h e  s ta t e d  t h a t  to  h i s  ag e  ; h e  m ig h t  h a v e  
p e rh a p s  b e e n  th i r ty .  T h e  d i ffe re n c e  o f ag e  b e ­
tw e e n  th o s e  t e r m s  is  n o t  e a s i ly  rec o g n isab le , 
w h e re  t h e  m a n  is  c a re fu l  a b o u t  h is  p e rs o n a l  
a p p e a ra n c e ,  a s  w as A n d re a  d i L io n i.  H e h a d  a  
h a n d s o m e  fa c e  ; w a s  o f  a n  o liv e  c o m p le x io n  ; 
w i th  b la c k  h a  r ,  w h is k e rs  a n d  m o u s ta c h e s  : h is  
f e a tu re s  w e re  r e g u la r  ; h i s  e y e s  e s p e c ia lly  b r i l l ­
i a n t ,  a n d  w e re  f r e q u e n tly  s h ro u d e d  b y  long , 
b la c k  e y e  la s h e s , a s  th o u g h  h o  w e re  c o n sc io u s  of 
t h e i r  b e a u ty ,  a n d  m a d e  a  p o in t  o f  e x h ib i t in g  
th e m  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t  a s  o f te n  a s  b e  co u ld .

H is  m a n n e r  w a s  s o f t  a n d  p o lis h e d , a s  i t  sh o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n , fo r  h e  d e c la r e d  h im s e lf  a n  ex ile d  
c o u n t ,  o f h ig h  fa m ily  ; b u t  t h a t  h a v in g  h e ld  e x ­
t r e m e  o p in io n s , a n d  h a v in g  b e e n  c o n v e r te d  to  
P r o te s ta n t i s m ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  c o m p e l le d  to  f ly  h is  
c o u n try ,  a n d  h a d  lo s t  by  h is  c h a n g e  o f re lig io n  
t h e  c o u n te n a n c e  o f h i s  fa rn .ly  a n d  f r i e n d s :  h e  
w a s |th e re fo  e  c o m p e lle d  to  o b ta in  a n  e x is te n c e  
b y  te a c h in g  h i s  n a t iv e  lan g u a g e .

A lt t h is  w a s  v e ry  in te r e s t in g  a n d  to u c h in g , if  
t r u e ,  a n d  w h o  s h o u ld  sa y  ic w a s  n o t  so  ? H e  a s ­
s e r te d  i t s  t r u t h —L a d y  P in k p le i te  a ff irm e d  i t s  
t r u t h —a n d  sh e  e n g a g ed  h im  o n  th e  s t r e n g th  of 
t h e  c o n f i rm a t io n  b y  h e r  m a id  I v o ry .  So h e  w a s  
a d m i t te d  in to  t h e  fa m ily  to  I te a c h  t t  e la d ie s  
B la n c h e  a n d  C ecile .

W h e n  f ir s t  in tr o d u c e d  to  th e m ,  t h e y  b o th  ex ­
p e r i e n c e !  a  s tr a n g e  t h r i l l  o f  te r r o r .  T h e v  w e re  
b o th  y o u u g  a n d  b e a u ti fu l ,  a n d  h is  la rg e  g l i t te r in g  
ey es  s e e m e d  to  g lo a t  o a  t h e m  a s  a  t ig e r  u p o n  i t s  
v ic t im  ju s t  e r e  i t  m a k e s  a  sp rin g .

N e v e r th e le s s  B la n c h e  s h u d d e re d  w h e n  h e a p .

Ero a c h e d  h e r ,  w i th  a n  in s t in c t iv e ,  in d e f in a b le  
o r ro r  w h ic h  se e m e d  p re p o s te ro u s ,  b u t  w h ic h  
s h e  c o u ld  n o t  s h a k e  f ro m  h e r .
As fo r  C ec ile , sh e  o p e n ly  r e b e l le d —a t  l e a s t  to  

L a d y  P in k p le i to —» g a in s t  a  c o n tin u a n c e  o f l e s ­
so n s  w i th  S ig n o r A n d re a  d i L io n i.

“ W h e re fo re , L a d y  C ecile  ?” e x c la im e d  th e  
c o lu m n  o f s ta r c h  s i t t in g  u p  in  a  s ta t e ly  fo rm , 
a n d  ^looking  l ik e  a  p e tr i fa c t io n  of h e r  liv in g  
se lf, a* sh e  h e a rd  w i th  s u c h  a s to n is h m e n t  a s  sh e  
w as m o d e lle d  to  fee l, t h i s  u n e x p e c te d  a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t .

I  d o  n o t  k n o w  e x a c tly  w h y . L a d y  r iu k p l e i t e , ” 
r e tu r n e d  C ec ile , “ b u t  1 d o  k n o w  t h a t  I  w ill  n o t  
t a k e  a n o th e r  le s so n  f ro m  h im , a n d  s h a l l  e n ­
d e a v o r  t o  b r iu g  B la n c h e  to  m y  o p in io n  a n d  d e ­
t e r m in a t io n .

A u d  sh e  a c tu a l ly  s ta m p e d  h e r  fo o t  w i th  p a s ­
s io n  a s  s h e  e x c la im e d  th is ,  a n d  sh e  r a n  o u t  of 
t h e  a p a r t m e n t  t o  h e r  o w n  c h a m b e r .

T h e  ey e a  o f  I v o ry  p u r s u e d  h e r  r e t r e a t in g  fo rm  
a s  i f  t h e y  w e re  a  c o u p le  o f f ire b a lls  fo llo w in g  in  
h e r  t ra c k .

Iv o ry  b ro k e  t h e  s ile n c e .
“ T h e  L a d y  C ec ile  i s  u n d e r  a  sp e ll ,” s a id  s h e ,  in  

a  low , q u ie t  to n e ,  ‘ I  a m  in  fe a r ,  y o u r  la d y s b ip , 
t h a t  h e r  f a ls e  im p r e s s io n  is  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  w a rm  
im a g in a t io n  r ip e n in g .”

L a d y  P in k p le i te  g ro a n e d , t h e  lu m p  in  h e r  
t h r o a t  h a d  su b s id e d , a n d  s h e  w a s  n o w  a b le  to  
sp e a k

W h a t  a n  e x h ib i t io n  ! A  y o u n g  la d y  o f t i t l e  
to  s ta m p  h e r  fo o t  a n d  s h a k o  h e r  f is t?  ” sh e  
m o a n e d .

T o  h a v e  s u c h  s tr a n g e  fe e l in g s  !” s u g g e ste d  
Iv o ry .

‘T u t ,  t u t , I v o r y , ” s h e  e x c la im e d , a s  s h e  l ik e  a n  
E a s t  I n d ia m a n ,  g o t  u n d e r  w eigh , a n d  s te e re d  
w i th  d ig n if ie d  p a c e  to  t h e  d o o r , “ f ee lin g , in d e e d  ! 
a  la d y  o f t i t l e  h a s  n o  fe e l in g s —a t  l e a s t  to  f it  
h e r  to  h e r  h ig h  p o s it io n , s h e  s h o u ld  h a v e  
n o n e .”

A n d  n o w , h e r  s a ils  b e in g  f illed , s h e  p ro c e e d e d  
in  s ta t e ly  f a s h io n  to  L a d y  C e c i.e ’s c h a m b e r .

Iv o ry  fo llo w ed . F o r  a n  i n s t a n t  h e r  e y e  h a d  
g le a m e d  w i th  f ie rv  h a t r e d  a s  L a d y  P in k p le i te  
u t te r e d  h e r  l a s t  s e n tim e n t ,  b u t  in  a n  i n s t a n t  sh e  
w a s  c a lm  a s  u su a l.

A n d  a ll  t h i s  t im e — t h a t  is  d u r in g  t h e  p r e ­
c e d in g  c o llo q u y —S ig n o r  A n d re  d i  L io n i  w as 
o c c u p ie d  in  g iv in g  t h e  L a d y  B la n c h e  h e r  le s so n  
in  I ta l ia n .

H e  s a t  b y  h e r  s id e , v e ry  c lo se  to  h e r ,  h i s  b r e a th  
p u rp o s e ly  m a d e  to  p la y  u p o n  h e r  f a i r  c h e ek  
S h e  d id  n o t  w ish  to  n o t ic e  i t —y e t  i t  e m b a r ra s s e d  
h e r ,  m a d e  h e r  r e s t le s s ,  a n d  w is h  h e rs e l f  aw ay . 
T h e  v e ry  s a m e  e m o t io n s  L a d y  C ec ile  h a d  d e ­
c la re d  to  L a d y  P in k p le i te  sh e  h a d  su ffe re d  w h ile  
in  L io n i’s p re s e n c e  w e re  p re c is e ly  th o s e  w h ic h  
B la n c h e  e x p e r ie n c e d  o n  re c e iv in g  le s s o n s  f ro m  
h im . T h e r e  w a s  a n  in c o n c e iv a b le  re p u g n a n c e , 
m ix e d  w i th  a  sp e c ie s  o f m o r ta l  te r r o r ,  in  h e r  
fee lin g s , a u d  y e t  a  d e g re e  o f f a s c in a tio n , w h ic h  
r a t h e r  d re w  h e r  to w a rd s  h im  th a n  re p e l le d  h im  
f ro m  h e r .  I t  w a s  in e x p lic a b le  ; w i th  n o  o th e r  
p ro fe s s o r  w a s  i t  so . S t il l  sh e  w e n t  o n  w i th  h e r  
le sso n s , fe e lin g  a n d  k u o w in g  t h a t  t h e  m a n  w as 
s p re a d in g  r o u n d  h e r  a n  a tm o s p h e re ,  a s  i t  s e e m e d  
o f im p u r i ty .  H e  t u r n e d  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f h i s  n a ­
t iv e  l a n d —so s u s c e p t ib le  o f s u c h  a  p u rp o s e —to  
th is  e n d . T h e  e x tr a c ts  g iv en  fo r  t r a n s la t io n ,  
e v e n  t h e  v e rb s  s e le c te d  fo r  c o n ju g a tio n , e x p re s s ­
e d  lo v e  a n d  p a ss io n .

“ A h  ! m y  d e a r  la d y ,” h e  sa id , f a s te n in g  h is  
b r i l l i a n t  e y e s  u p o n  h e rs ,  a n d  sp e a k in g  w i th  a  
t e r r i  o le  e a rn e s tn e s s ,  “ I ,  to o , c a n  love, fo n d ly , 
p a s s io n a te ly ,  m a d ly  ; I ,  to o , c a n  b a te ,  an d , 
l ik e  m y  c o u n try m e n ,  t a k e  a  d re a d fu l  rev e n g e  ; 
n o t  o n  t h e  o b je c t  o f  m y  h a te ,  b y  t h e  lm ife  ’’—a n d  
h e re  h i s  c o u n te n a n c e  a s su m e d  a  f ie n d ’s a s p e c t— 
“ b u t  o n  th o s e  t h e y  lo v ed  b y  p o iso n , b y  s u b tle  
p ro c e sse s ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  r a c k ,  t o r tu re ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  
d e s tro y  th e m  ; a n d  s h e  I  h a te d  s h o u ld  k n o w , 
w i th o u t  t h e  n o  w e r  to  p re v e n t ,  t h a t  sh e  w a s  th e  
o c c a s io n  o f t h e  m o r ta l  m is e ry  a n d  in e v i ta b le  
d e a th  o f a l l  s h e  lo v ed  b e s t  o n  e a r th .  T h is  w o u ld  
b e  t h e  f a te  o f  h e r  w h o m  I  m ig h t  lo v e, b u t  w h o . 
p e rh a p s ,  s h o u ld  s p u rn  a n d  r e j e c t  m e . B u t  I  p r a y  
y o u  to  p a rd o n  m e , L a d y  B la n c h e ,” h e  s a id , a s  h e  
p e rc e iv e d  h e r  f a c e  g ro w  p a le  w i th  f r ig h t  ; so 
c h a n g in g  t h e  e x p re s s io n  of h is  fe a tu re s ,  h e  a d d e d  
iu  h i s  u s u a l  to n e ,  “ W h a t  to  y o u  c a n  b e  t h e  fe e l­
in g s  w i th  w h ic h  m y  p o o r  h e a r t  is  a n im a te d  ? I  
a m  b u t  t h e  w re tc h e d  e x ile , a n d  n o th in g  to  o n e  
so h ig h , so  n o b le , a n d  so lo v e ly  a s  y ou , m y  lad y ."

H e  d id  n o t  g ive  h e r  t im e  to  le a v e  b e fo re  h im , 
b u t  b o w in g  low , r e t r e a t e d  h a s t i ly  f ro m  th e  a p a r t ­
m e n t .

A s so o n  a s  h e  h a d  le f t ,  B la n c h e  h u r r io d  to  h e r  
ro o m  to  f in d  r e s to ra t iv e s  to  k e e p  h e r  f ro m  f a in t ­
in g .

H e , a t  a  d a rk  a n g le  o f t h e  s ta i rc a s e ,  m e t  Iv o ry . 
S h e  g r ip p e d  h i s  w r is t ,  a n d  s a id  in  I t a l i a n  to  h im , 
“ B e  c a u tio u s  o r  y o u  w ill fa i l ,  a n d  b e  t h r u s t  in to  
th e  s t r e e t ,  T h e  L a d y  C eeile  d e te c ts  y o u ,  sh e  
re fu s e s  to  see  y o u  a g a in , a n d  t h e  L a d y  B la n c h e

“ W il l  s u re ly  b e  m in e :  s h e  is  in  t h e  n e t  
a lr e a d y .”

“ B e  g u a rd e d  1 t h e  c o u n te s s  r e w a rd s  w i th  t h e  
l ib e r a l i ty  o f  a n  E m p re s s  a n d  v is i ts  f a i lu re  w i th

“  I  k n o w  I  s h a l l  n o t  f a i l—t h e  c h a rm  is  w o rk ­
i n g ! ”

N o t  a n o th e r  w o rd . I v o ry  w e n t  p la c id ly  to  t h e  
d ie s s in g -a p p a r tm e n t  o f  L a d y  P in k p le i te  ; a n d  
A n d re a  d i  L io n i  g l id e d  d o w n  t h e  s ta irs .

C H A P T E R  V IH .
L A  CO N TESSA .

U p o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f t h e  A rn o , a n d  fo rm in g  a n  
in d iv id u a l  p o r t i o n  o f t h e  c i ty  of F lo re n c e , r o a re d  
i t s  h e a d  a n  a u c ie n t  a n d  c a p a c io u s  b u ild in g .

A t  t h e  b a c k , le a d in g  to  t h e  A rn o , w a s  a  f lig h t 
o f  s to u e  s te p s , to  e n a b le  t h e  r e s id e n ts  of t h e  
d r e a r y  b u ild in g , i f  t h e y  so d e s ire d , to  e m b a r k  in  
a  g u n d o la , o r  a n y  o th e r  v e s se l o f t h e  k in d , to  b e  
b o rn e  a c ro ss , o r  u p  o r  d o w n  t h e  f a i r  r iv e r .  -1 
w a s  n o t  o f  e n  t h a t  t a i s  w a s  m a d e  u se  
o f : b u t  a t  t im e s , m o s t ly  a t  n ig h t,  a  lo n g  
b la c k , coffin  l ik e  g o n d o la  w o u ld  g lid e  a t  
a  s ig n a l  t o  t h e  s te p s , a n d  r  *ceive w i th in  i t s  to m b  
l ik e  in te r io r  a  t a l l  la d y  c lo se ly  e n v e lo p e d  in  a  
b la c k  ve il.

U p o n  a  d a rk  m o o n le s s  n ig h t,  so m e  s h o r t  t im e  
a f te r  t h e  e v e n ts  ь іп се r e la te d ,  t n u  o f th e  s o m u e r  
lo o k in g  g o n d o la s  w a s  p r o p e l le d  u p  to  t h e  s to u e , 
m o ss  g ro w n , Blimy s te p s  o f t h e  p a la c e  o f th e  
C o n ta rr in i.  F r o m  b e n e a th  t h e  a r c h e d  co v e rin g  
a p p e a r e d  a  m a n  m u ff le d  in  a  c lo a k  w h o  u t te r e d  
a  few  w o rd s  m  I t a l i a n  to  t h e  g o n d o lie r  ; h o  th e n  
g av e  h id  h a n d  to  a  t a i l  fe m a le , to  w h o m  a  y o u n g ­
e r  o n e  c lu n g , a u d a e s i s te d  t h e m  o u t  o f th e  v e s se l 
u p o n  th e  s te p s ,  a n d  so  g u id e d  th e m  in to  th o  p a l ­
a c e , t h e  d o o r  h a v in g  b e e n  o p e n e d  a t  a  g iv en  s ig ­
n a l .  T h e y  w e re  fo llo w e d  b y  a  s to a t  e ld e r ly  w o ­
m a n ,  w h o  w i th  o p e n  m o u th  g a z e d  a b o u t  h e r  in  
m u te  w o n d e r .

I n  t h e  m e a n w h ile ,  t h e  tw o  w h o  h a d  d ise m b a rk  
ed  p ro c e e d e d  in to  a  s p a c io u s  h a l l  a n d  b y  a  c o r r i ­
d o r  t o  a  d o o r  a t  w h ic h  th e y  h a lte d ,

T h e  m a n  t a p p e d  tn r ic e  w i th  h i s  f in g e rs , a n d  
t h e n  w as h e a r d  f ro m  w i th in  t h e  s o u n d  o f a  s i lv e r  
b e ll  ; t h e  d o o r  w as o p e n e d  b y  h im  a n d  th e y  * e n t  
s lo w ly  a n d  w ith  n o is e le s s  b tep  i n to  a  c h a m b e r  
w h ic h  w as d im ly  l ig h te d  b y  a n  o il la m p .

A t  a  t a b le  a  l a u y  w a s  s e a te d , a t t i r e d  in  
b la c k  s h e  w a s  o f  a  r a t h e r  c o m m a n d in g  s t a ­
t u r e  ; h e r  f e a tu re s  w e re  v e ry  p a le ,  b u t  t h e y  
w e re  y e t  r e m a rk a b ly  h a n d s o m e . S h e  d id  n o t  
lootc o ld , e v e  a e ld e r ly ;  s t i . l  t h e r e  w a s  a  s ta id , 
s to r n  c h a ra c te r  in  h e r  a p p e a r a n c e  w h ic h  p ro ­
d u c e d  t h e  s a m e  e ffe c t.  “ Y o u  h a v e  r e tu r n e d ,  
B e p p o .”

“ T o  y o u r  c o m m a n d s , C onieE sa,”  re s p o n d e d  
th e  m a n .

“ A n d  y o u , R u t h ? ” sh e  s a id  to  t h e  e ld e r  o f  t h e  
tw o  fe m a le s .

“ I  a m  h e re , m y  la d y ,” r e p l ie d  t h e  w o m a n  
q u ie t ly ,  n o t  a l t o g e th e r  c o ld  i n  h e r  m a n n e r ,  
y e t  so  c a lm  a n d  r e t i c e n t  a s  to  h a v e  th e  sa m e  
effe c t.

“  W h o  h a v e  y o u  w i th  y o u  ?” a s k e d  th e  la d y , 
e y e in g  w i th  a  c u r io u s  g a z e , t h e  y o u n g  g irl, 
w h o  k e p t  c lo se  to  t h e  s id e  of t h e  f e m a le  c o m ­
p a n io n .

“ A m y ,” r e t u r n e d  t h e  w o m a n  w h o  w a s  c a lle d  
R u th .

“ A m y  ?” r e p e a t e d  th o  la d y , a s  if  t r y in g  to  r e ­
c o lle c t  to  w h o m  t h e  n a m e  b e lo n g e d , ,l A m y , l e t  
m e  see  y o u r  face , c h ild .”

R u th ,  w i th  b u t  l i t t l e  c e re m o n y , r e m o v e d  th e  
v e il  w h ic h  h i th e r to  h a d  b e e n  k e p t ,  w i th  s c ru p -  
lo u s  c a re , th ic k ly  fo ld e d  o v e r  t n e  f a c e  o f  h e r  
y o u n g  c o m p a n io n , a n d  re v e a le d  th o  p a le ,  w a n  
f e a tu re s  o f A m y  S e a to n , b u t  a s  lo v e ly  a s  e v e r.

T h e  la d y  g a z e d  u p o n  th e m  w i th  e a g e r  in ­
t e r e s t .  S h e  p e ru s e d  e a c h  l in im e n t  w i th  c u ­
r io u s  in s p e c t io n ;  b u t  a t  le n g th , w i th  so m e  
h e s i ta t io n ,  a n d  a  s c a rc e ly  p e rc e p t ib le  s ig h , sh e  
s a id , “ H o w  f a i r  a n d  b e a u t i fu l  ! h o w  v e ry  b e a u ti  
f u l  ! O n e  m o re  in h e r i to r  o f t h a t  f a t a l  g if t ,  th e  
c u rs e  a n d  d e s tro y e r  o f t h e  h a p p in e s s  of o u r  s ex  !” 

S h e  p re s s e d  h e r  h a n d  o v e r  h e r  e y e s  a n d  a  s h u d ­
d e r  r a n  th ro u g h  h e r  f ra m e .

A f te r  a  m in u te ’s p a u s e  R u th  s a id , “ K n o w  y o u  
n o t  t h e  fa c e  1”

T h e  la d y  s ta r te d ,  lo o k e d  a g a in  a t  A m y , a n d  
t h e n  a t  R u th .

“ N o ,” sh e  re p lie d .
A s m ile  o f  t r i u m p h  p a s s e d  r a p id ly  o v e r  t h e  

w o m a n 's  f e a tu re s .  I n  a n  i n s t a n t  i t  h a d  d i s a p ­
p e a re d ,  a n d  c a lm  a s  b e fo re  sh e  sa id , “ T h is  is  
A m y  S e a to n .”

“ A m y  S e a to n —y o u r  c h ild .^ R u th  ?” e x c la im e d  
. th e  la d y  in  g r e a t  s u rp r is e ,  r is in g  to  h e r  fee t.

“ I t  is  e v e n  h e r ,” r e p l ie d  R u th .
A m y  s ta r te d  b a c k  to  lo o k  w i th  a s to n is h e d  ey e s  

o h  t h e  p la c id  fa c e  o f  h e r  w h o  h a d  m a d e  th e  
a n n o u n c e m e n t.

S h e  w o u ld  g la d ly  h a v e  g iv e n  u p  h a lf  h e r  l if e  to  
h a v e  b e e n  a b le  t o  f lin g  h e rs e l f  i n  h e r  m o th e r ’s 
a rm s ,  a n d  h a v e  f e l t  h e rs e l f  p r e s s e d  to  t h a t  
m o th e r ’s b re a s t .  A s i t  w as , s h e  o n ly  c la s p e d  h e r  
h a n d s ,  a n d  s a id  in  to n e s  w h ic h  w e re  t h o s e  of 
e n t r e a ty  to  s p e a k  in  t h is  n o th in g  b u t  t h e  t r u t h  
“ Y o u —y o u —a re  y o u  in d e s d  m y  m o th e r  ?

R u th  m o v e d  n o t ,  s a v e  t h a t  s h e  t u r n e d  h e r  fa c e  
to  h e r ,  a n d  sa id , “  W h y  n o t  ? W h y (6 h o u ld  I  n o t  
b e  y o u r  m o th e r  ?”

“  M o th e r , d e a r  m o th e r  1” s a id  A m y , a n d  sh o  
w o u ld  h a v e  th ro w n  h e rs e l f  i n to  h e r  a rm s ,  b u t  
R u th  r a i s e d  b j t h  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  B tayed  h e r .

“ W e  m u s t  h a v e  n o  sc en e s  h e re ,  A m y . T h e  
c o u n te s s  d o e s  n o t  a p p ro v e  o f sc en e s  b e fo re  h e r .” 

“  N o,” r e p l ie d  t h e  c o u n te s s ,  s t i l l  e y e in g  t h e  
fa c e  o f A m y  w i th  a n  i n te r e s t  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  a c ­
c o u n t  fo r , “ T e ll  m e, R u th ,  d o  I  u n d e r s ta n d  
r ig h t ly ,  t h a t  y o u r  d a u g h te r  h a s  b e e n  liv in g  n e a r  
D e  l a  M ore H a l l  ?”

“ U p o n  t h e  e s ta te ,  m y  la d y , w i th  m y  h u s b a n d ,  
S e a to n .”

“ A n d  d o u b t ’o s s k n o w s  w ell, b y  s ig h t ,  t h e  m e m ­
b e rs  o f  t h e  f a m ily  ?”

“ W eil, m y  la d y .”
“ I  a m  g la d  o f t h a t .  I  w ill in te r ro g a te  h e r  a t  

a n o th e r  p e rio d  re s p e c tin g  th e m .  I  h a v e  a  q u e s ­
t io n  to  p u t ,  w h ic h  m a y  lo se  n o th in g  in  im p o r ­
t a n c e  b y  b e in g  a s k e d  n o w . T h e  h e i r  of D e  la  
M ore, L o rd  A rn o ld —d o  y o u  k n o w  h im  A m y  ?” 

W h a t a  fe a r fu l  q u e s t io n  t h i s  w as t o  p u t  to  h e r  1 
H e r  h e a r t  sw e lle d  a s  th o u g h  i t  w o u ld  b u r s t  h e r  
th r o a t ,  c o n tr a c te d  a s  if  w i tn  a  .sp a sm .

A f te r  a  m in u te ’s p a u s e , o c c u p ie d  in  g a z in g  u p ­
o n  h e r  w i th  a  fix ed  s ta r e ,  bhe s a id . “  W h y  do  
y o u  n o t  a n s w e r  m e  g ir l  ?”

R u th  h a d  e y e d  A m y c lo se ly , to o . S h e  p e rc e iv e d  
h e r  e m o tio n , a n d  ih o u g h  s h e  k n e w  n o t  i t s  e x a c t  
c a u se , s h e  h a d  a  s h re w d  s u s p ic io n  o f  t h e  r e a l  
s ta t e  o f  t h e  case . S h e  c lu tc h e d  A m y  b y  t h e  w ris t  
a s  th o u g h  t o  p u t  h e r  o n  h e r  g u a rd , a n d  to  c o n c ea l 
h e r  e m o t io n  ; a u d  th e n ,  t u rn in g  to  t h e  la d y ,s a id , 
“ Y o u r  p a rd o n ,  m y  la d y , wo h a v e  t r a v e le d  w ith  
sp e ed , a n d  c o n tin u o u s ly . A m y  is  u n a c c u s to m e d  
to  fa t ig u e .  T h e  w h o le  a f f a ir  i s  a  g r e a t  s u rp r ise  
to  h e r .  S h e  is  o v e rc o m e  a n d  se em s  lik e ly  to  
f a i n t  w i tb  t h e  o v e r-e x e rt io n . W ill y o u r  la d y s h ip  
p e r m i t  m e  to  r e t i r e  w i th  h e r  ? a n d  ач so o n  a s  I  
h a v e  p la c e d  h e r  in  b ed , I  w ill r e t u r n  a n d  m a k e  
m y  r e p o r t .  I  h a v e  m a t t e r s  o f  im p o r ta n c e  to  
c o m m u n ic a te  to  y o u , so  a ls  > h a s  B e p p u —h e  w ill 
s c a rc e  h a v e  f in ish e d , e re  I  a m  b a c k  a g a in .”

“ B e  û  so, R u th ,” r e p l ie d  t h e  la d y , w a v in g  h e r  
h a n d .  “ T h e  g ir l  d o es  lo o k  p a le  Y ou c a n  go.” 

R u th  S e a to n  le d  A m y  o u t  o f th e  ro o m .—T h e  
c o u n ta s s  lo o k ed  a f te r  h e r  a n d  m u t te r e d ,  “ S h e  is 
w o n d ro u s ly  b e a u ti fu l .  H e r fa c e  is  c a s t  in  n o  
c o m m o n  m o u ld , i t  is  c le a r .  W h y  „have I  th is  
p a in  ro u n d  m y  h e a r t  w h e n  s h e  is  b y —a* ev en  
n o w l  t h in k  o f  h e r  ? —I t  i s  v e ry  s tr a n g e  ! Y et i t  
s e e m s  t h a t  so m e  f lo a t in g  e x p re s s io n  t h e r e  is  
k n o w n  to  m e  o f s o m e th in g  o n c e  f a m il ia r ,
< n e e  d e a r ly  lo v e d  in  t im e  p a s t .  H a  !
R u th  a s k e d  m e  i f  I  k n e w  th e  fa c e  ! 
K n e w  t h e  f a c e  ?— w h e re — w h e re  h a v e  I  
te e n  t h a t  h e a v e n ly  e x p re s s io n  ?—O h. th is  
a c h e  a t  m y  h e a r t  I W h a t  o a n  i t  m e a n  ? I  m u s t

in q u ir e  i n to  th is .  S h e  t h e  d a u g h te r  o f R u th  
S e a to n  ? I ’ll  n e ’e r  b e lie v e  i t .  I f  n o t ,  I ’l l  k n o w  
w h o  sh e  r e a l ly  is. W h a t,  c a n  t h i s  R u th  h a v e  a  
s e c re t  f ro m  m e  ? I ’l l  f a th o m  i t ,  th o u g h  I  h a v e  to  
c u t  d o  w n in to  h e r  s o u l  f o r  i t .”

S h e  s a t  m u s in g  fo r  a  few  m in u te s ,  t h e n  sh o  
s u d u e n ly  ro u se d  h e rse lf ,  e n d  tu r n e d  h e r  fa c e  to  a  
d u s k y  c o rn e r  о t h e  ro o m , w h e re  B e p p o  s to o d  in  
t h e  s h a d o w  a n d  w a tc h e d  h e r  e v e ry  m o tio n .

“ C o m e  h e re , B e p p o , a n d  t e l l  m e  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  
d o n e .”

T h e n  B e p p o , in  a  lo w  to n e , b u t  w i th  m u c h  
g e s tic u la t io n ,  w e n t  i n to  a  lo n g  s ta te m e n t ,  to  
w h ic h  sh e  . lis te n e d  w i th  c o n s id e ra b le  a t t e n t io n ,  
m a k in g , a t  t im e s , m e m o r a n d u m s  u n t i l  h e  h a d  
c o n c lu d e d . H e  sp o k e  in  t h e  I t a l i a n  lan g u a g e , 
a n d  sh e  a d o p te d  th e  s a m e  in  a d d re s s in g  h im .

“  A re  y o u  s u re  of t h e  p e o p le  in  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  
p la c e d  d é p e n d a n c e  ?” s h e  in q u ire d , a n x io u s ly .

“ P e r fe c tly .  I v o ry  h a te s  b e t t e r  lo o k -n g  w o m e n  
t h a n  lie rso if  p a r t i c u l  r ly  i f  t h e i r  p o s it io n  is  n o b le  
a n d  w il l  b e  . te m p te d ,  o u t  of t h is  fe e l in g , 
to  a c c o m p lis h  t h e i r  u n d o in g . — S till
s h e  lo y es  m o n e y —s h e  is  a v a r ic io u s —sh e  
se lls  h e r  so u l fo r  i t ,  p ie c e m e a l .  C a n  I ,  say  
m o re  ?”

“ A n d  L io n i ?”
“ H e  h a s  a  to n g u e  a g a in s t  w h ic h  t h e  sex  m u s t  

b e  co ld , in d e e d , to  b e  p ro o f  ; h e  is  v e ry  h a n d ­
so m e  a n d  f e r t i le  t o  b e  e x p e d ie n t  ; h e  h a s  n o  n o ­
t io n  o f lo v e  u n a llo y e d  w i th  s in  ; i f  h is  p a s s io n  
is  a ro u se d , h e  w ill  d a re  d e s t r u c t io n  to  a c c o m ­
p l is h  h is  d e s ire s ,  H e  w i l l  i  la n , p lo t  a n d  p e r ­
se v e re , in  h i s  p u rp o se , w i th o u t  b e in g  tu rn e d  
f ro m  i t  b y  d isc o u ra g e m e n ts ,  h o w e v e r  n u m e r ­
o us. H e  h a s  se e n  t h e  L a d y  B la n c h e , a n d  n a s  
sw o rn  to  a c c o m p lis h  h e r  r u in .  C o n te s sa , h e  w ill 
d o  it."

S h e  c la s p e d  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  s a t  in  th o u g h t,  a n d  
t h e n  s h e  sa id , * I t  is  y e t  to  b e  d o n e . T e l l  L io n i  
n o t  to  l e t  t h e  n e e d  o f g o ld  s ta n d  in  h i s  w a y  ; I  
w ill s e cu re  to  h im  a l l  h e  m a y  p o ss ib ly  r e q u ir e  to  
s u c c e e d ^ n  h i s  e n d s  : b u t  I ’l l  n e e d  p ro o f—a  le t te r ,  
p e rh a p s , in  h e r  h a n d w r it in g  to  sh o w  to  h e r  f a t h ­
e r .  O h, ’tw iil  b e  a  g ra n d  re v e n g e  I”

A g a in  sh e  p a u s e d , a n d  t h e n  s a id  h a s t i ly ,  “ D oes 
R u th  k n o w  o f y o u r  d isc o v e ry  o f t h e  b o d y  o f S ea ­
to n  ?”

“ N o, m y  la d y ,”  r e p lie d  ^B ep p o . “ A n d  h e r  
d a u g h te r  h a s  n o t  o n co  a llu d e d  to  th e  s u p p o s e d  
m u rd e r  o f h e r  f  a th e r —n a s  n o t  e v e n  m e n t io n e d  
h ia  n a m e . N a y , s h e  h a s  b e e n  in  a  sp e c ie s  of 
e c s ta c y  e v e r  s in c e  s h e  c a m e , s a v e  t h a t ,  w h e n  
q u i te  a lo n e , sh e  so b s  a n d  c r ie s ,  a n d  w rin g s  h e r  
h a n d s .”

A ’g r im  s m ile  l ig h te d  u p  t h e  w o m a n ’s fac e  
“ T h a t  w il l  b e  re v e n g e  ; a n d  t h a t  w ill  b e  a  b lo w  
in d e e d  to  t h e  p ro u d  m a n .  O h, c o u ld  p o iso n  o r  
t h e  k n ife  b r in g  m e  s a t i s fa c t io n  a s  t h i s  ?” 

“ S h e l ia s  h e r  s e c re t,  to o , a n d  t h a t  m u s t  b e  
m in e ,” m u t t e r e d  th o  c o u n te s s .  T h e n  sh e  a d d e d , 
“ W e m u s t  l e a r n  f ro m  S e a to n ’s o w n  l ip s  t h e  tifcory 
o f h is  in ju ry .  T h o u  s h a l tg o  to  E n g la n d ,  a n d T iav e  
h im  b ro u g h t  t h i t h e r  a s  so o n  aa  h e  is  a b le  to  b e a r  
h is  jo u rn e y .  I  h a y o ,h im  in  m y  p o w e r , a n d  h e  
m u s t  do  a l l  t h a t  I  c o m m a n d . I  w ill w o rk  th e  
d e s tr u c t io n  o f t h e  h o u s e  o f D e  l a  M ore. L e a v e  
m e , B e p p o  ; I  w ill  see  y o u  i n  t h e  m o rn in g .”

B e p p o  b o w ed  a n d  g l id e d  a w a y  l ia e  a  g u ilty  
s p ir i t ,  a n d  w a s  su c c e e d e d  b y  R u th ,  w h o , f o r  a n  
h o u r , w a s  c lo s e te d  w i th  h e r .  W h e n  s h e  q u i t t e d  
h e r ,  i t  w a s  w i th  w o rd s  o f s e e m in g  d e v o tio n  o n  
h e r  l ip s  : b u t  w h e n  Ш э d o o r  w a s  c lo sed , th e r e  
w as a  g l i t te r  in  h e r  eye, a n d  a  g ro w l o f n a te  e s ­
c a p e d  h e r ,  w h ic h  d id  n o t  s a y  m u c h  f o r  h e r  a t ­
t a c h m e n t  to  L a  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in i .

C H A P T E R  IX .

T H E  P A L A C E  O F  SO RRO W .

T h e  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in i ,  a f te r  t h e  in te rv ie w  
n a r r a te d  in  t h e  l a s t  c h a p te r ,  k e p t  in  h e r  
c h a m b e r  fo r  so m e  d a y s . T h e  o n ly  c o m m u n ic a ­
t io n  m a d e  b e y o n d  i t s  l im it s ,  w e re  t h a t  R u th  
S e a to n  s h o u ld  p a y  s c ru p u lo u s  a t t e n t io n  to  n e r  
d a u g h te r  A m y , a n d  d isp la y  th o  g r e a t e s t  c a re  in  
h e r  e n d e a v o rs  to  re s to v e  h e r  to  h e a l th ,  b u t  t h a t  
s h e  w a s  n o t  to  p r e s e n t  h e rs e l f  to  t h e  c o n te s s a  
u n t i l  s h e  w a s  s u m m o n e d  t o  a t t e n d  h e r.

B e p p o  w a s  d i s p a tc h e d  to  E n g la n d  u p o n  h is  
m is s io n , t h e  c o n te s s a  g iv in g  h im  h is  f in a l  in ­
s tru c tio n s ,  a n d  th e n ,  a s  w e  h a v e  s a id , r e t i r in g  
w i th in  t h e  s e c re c y  o f h e r  p r iv a te  b o u d o ir ,  w a i te d  
u p o n  o n ly  b y  a n  o ld , w i tc h  l ik e  w o m a n , n a m e d  
J u a n n a .  T h a t  s te r n  r e t ic e n s e , p r e d o m in a n t  in  
h e r  m a n n e r  a n d  h e r  a p p e a ra n c e ,  w h e n  a lo n e  a n d  
u n v is i te d  iu  t h e  P a la c e  o f  S o rro w , l e f t  h e r  a t  t h e  
V il la  C o n ta r in i .  S h e  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  o f t h e  g a y e st, 
l iv e lie s t, a u d  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  o f  t h e  w o m e n  w h o  
g ra c e d  h e r  s a lo n s , a n d  m o s t  f a c iu a tin g  a n d  v o l­
u p tu o u s .  T h o s e  w h o  b e h e ld  h e r  s e a te d  i ll  h e r  
d im - lig h te d  a p a r tm e n t  in  t h e  F lo re n t in e  р а іа с о , 
c la d  in  sa d -c o lo re d  h a b il im e n ts ,  w o u ld  n e v e r  
h a v e  rec o g n ised  in  h e r  t h e  e n c h a n t in g  c o n ­
te s s a  a t  t h e  v illa g e  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f t h e  A rn o .

O n th e  t h i r d  n ig h t  o f t h e  a r r iv a l  o f A m y  
S e a to n  a t  t h e  P a la c e  C o n ta r in i ,  a t  t h a t  d e a d  
h o u r , th e  f ir s t  p a s t  m id n ig h t,  sh e  m ig h t  h a v e  
b e e n  o b s e rv e d  a t  t h e  b e d s id e  o f A m y, c lo se ly  a n d  
e a rn e s t ly  s c a n n in g  th e  f a i r  f e a tu re s  o f  th e  s le e p ­
in g  g ir l  a s  s h e  la y  in  h e a v y  a n d  fe v e r is h  s lu m b e r  
—h e r  t r a n s p a r e n t  l ip s  s lig h tly  a p a r t ,  h o r  long  
e y e la s h e s  c o v e rin g  h e r  u n d e r  ey e lid , t h e y  w e re  
w e t w i th  t h e  r e c e n t  t e  r s  o f a c u te  a n g u ish .

T o  w h o m  h a d  s u c h  a  fa c e  b e lo n g e d  ?—o h  ! 
w h e re  h a d  sh e  s e e n  i t  ?

T o  th i s  in c e s s a n tly  r e p e a te d  q u e s t io n  s h e  c o u ld  
f in d  n o  a n sw e r . T h e r e  w a s  n o  re s p o n s e  o n  th e  
p a r t  o f  h e r  m e m o ry .

S h e  e x a m in e d  t h e  n e c k  a n d  b o so m , so  sp o tle s s , 
so  w h ite ,  n o t  a  sp e c k  o r  s ta in  t a r n i s h e d  th e  
l u s t r e  o f t h e i r  sn o w y  h u e .  H a  ! w h a t  is  t h a t  
w h ich  l ie s  c o n c e a le d  c lo se —v e ry  c lo s e  to  th e  
h e a r t  ?

T h e  c o n fe s sa  p la c e d  th e  l ig h t  w h e re  i t s  b e a m s  
w e re  h id d e n , a n d , k n e e lin g  b y  th e  b e d s id e , r e ­
m o v e d  f ro m  i t s  h id in g  p la c e  t h a  o b je c t  s h e  h a d  
d e te c te d  th e r e .  H à v in g 'o b ta in e d  i t ,  sh e  h a s te n e d  
w ith  i t  to  a n  a n te  c h a m b e r ,  a n d  w h e n  tigere, 
tu r n e d  h e r  l ig h t  fu lly  u p o n  i t  t o  e x a m in e  i t  c lo se ­
ly . S h e  t t a s  n o t  s u rp r is e d  to  f in d  i t  a  p o r t r a i t ,  
n o r  a s to n is h e d  io s h o u ld  b e  t h a t  o f  a  y o u n g  m a n ,  
a a  o fficer in  h e r  M a je s ty ’s s e rv ic e  : b u t  sh e  
s ta r te d  w h e n  s h e  sa w  th e  f e a tu re s

M o th e r  o f G o d  1” s h e  e x c la im e d , i n  a g o n y . 
"  I t  is  h e , h e , h im s e lf  ! h e  a s  f ir s t  I  s a w  b im  !”

S h o  s ta g g e re d , a n d  s a n k  u p o n  a  c h a ir  a lm o s t  
fa in t in g .

A g a ia  a n d  a g a in  s h e  g a z e d  u p o n  i t ,  a n d  e v e n  
w h ile  sh e  g r a te d  h e r  t e e th  w i th  in te n s e  m a lic e  
a t  b i t t e r  re m e m b ra n c e s ,  t h e  s a l t ,  s c a ld in g  te a r s  
fo rc e d  th e m s e b  e s  d o w n  h e r  ch e ek ,

“ I  lo v ed  h im  so  I  d id  so  lo v e  h im , I  w o u ld  
h a v e  p e r is h e d  fo r  h im  w ith  a  s m ile , h a d  h e  b e e n  
b u t  k in d  to  m e —h a d  h e  e ffe c te d  to  r e t u r n  i t .  N o 1 
I  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  se e n  h is  d is s im u la tio n  if  i t  h a d  
g r in n v d  m  m y  ey es, I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e u  e n o u g h  
to  h a v e  h e a rd  h im  s a y  o n ly  t h a t  h e  lo v e d  m e. 
N o  s in  s h o u ld  h a v o  c h e ck e d  m e —n o  c r im e  s ta y e d  
m e —n o  d e g ra d a t io n  h - ld  m e  b a c k  f r  m  do ing , 
d a r in g  a l l  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  e v e r  a s k e d  o f m e . H e  
k n ew , i t —h e  m u s t  h a v e  k n o w n  i t  ; y e t  h e  sc o rn e d  
s p u rn e d  m o  ! O h, b u t  I  w o u ld  h a v e  m y  re v e n g e  !” 

“ О D io  !” sh e  exei a im e d ,  "  t h e  m y s te ry  a b o u t  
t h i s  g ir l  g ro w s  p a in t  vd : i t  m u s t  b e  so lv e d .”

S h e  tu rn e d  t h e  p ic tu r e  a b o u t,  a t  i t s  b a c k  w a s  
w r i t te n ,  i n  a  n e a t  f e m a le  h a n d —“ A rn o ld  D e  la  
M o re—a  g if t  to  h i s  o w n  A m y .'’

S o l” sh e  e ja c u la te d .  "  H e r e  a t  l e a s t ,  is  o n e  
s o lu t io n . T h is ,  th e n ,  is  t h e  p o r t r a i t  of 
t h e  so n  ; a n d  A m y  lo v e s  h im —t h a t  is  t r a n s p a r ­
e n t.  D o es h e  love  h e r  ? A h !  t h a t ,  in d e e d  is  a n ­
o th e r  ciuesfci n . I t  i s  so  e a sy  fo r  a  m a n  to  w in  a  
w o m a n ’s h e a r t  u p o n  a  sh a llo w  p r e te n c e .  Y e t  h e  
m a y  lo v e  h e r  o r  b e  m a d e  to  d o  so  ; a n d  h e re  I  
m a y  h a v e  w i th iu  m y  g ra s p  o n o  p ie c e  o f  e x q u is i te  
to r tu re  f o r  t h a t  p ro u d  h e a r t  ; a n d  I  w ill  u s e  i t  to  
i t s  u tm o s t  e x te n t .  I  m u s t  k n o w  h e r  h is to r y ,  a n d  
t h e n  le a r n  w h e re  L o r d  D e la  M ore a t  t h i s  m o ­
m e n t  is  a n d  b r in g  h im  h e re .  A ye, th o s e  s h a ll  b e  
m y  n e x t  o p e ra t io n s  !”

L e a v in g  h e r  l a m p  w h e re  sh e  h a d  p la c e d  it, 
s h e  s to le  to  t h e  c h a m b e r  w h e re  A m y  la y , a n d  
g e n tly  re s to rin g !  t h e  m in i a tu r e  to  i t s  p la c e  of 
lo v e  a n d  h o n o r  s h e  g l id e d  n o ise le ss ly  fx o m  th e  
ro o m .

T h e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g  R u th  S e a to n  w a s  
s u m m o n e d  to  t h e  b o u d o ir  J o f t h e  c o n te s s a , a n d  
sh e  a t te n d e d ,  a s  c o m m a n d e d . S h e  e n te re d , 
a n d  fo u n d  t h e  c o n te s s a  а з  p a le  a n d  c o lle c te d  a s  
e v e r.

“ R u th  !” c rie d  sh e , s lo w ly  , a n d  in  m a r k e d  e m ­
p h a s is ,  “ w h o se  c h ild  is  t h e  g ir l  y o u  c a ll  A m y  
S e a to n ? ”

P e r h a p s  th o ro  w a s  a  s h a d e  o f w a r m e r  c o lo r  in  
t h e  f a c e  o f  R u th  a s  t h is  q u e s t io n  w a s  p u t  so  d is ­
t in c t ly  a n d  e m p h a t ic a l ly  to  h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w as 
n o t  a n y  p e rc e p t ib le  d i ffe re n c e  o f  m o tio n .

“  I  h a v e  to ld  y o u , m y  la d y ,” s h e  le p l ie d ,  
s lo w ly .

“ T h a t  s h e  is  y o u r s  ?**
R u th  s h ru g g e d  h e r  sh o u ld e rs ,  b u t  r e m a in e d  

s i le n t.
“ A n d  S e a to n ’s ?”
R n th  r e m a in e d  s ile n t.
“ A n d  S e a to n 's ? ” r e p e a te d  th e  c o n te s s a  w i th  a  

s e a rc h in g  g ian c e .
“  N o .”
“  T h e n  is  sÿ,o t h e  c h ild  o f  s h a m e  ?”
" |S h e  is.”
“ A n d  s in  ?”
“ A n d  s in  1”
T h e re  w as a n o th e r  p a u s e . T h e n  s a id  t h e  

c o u n te s s  to  R u th .  “  D o es S e a to n  k n o w  o f  t h i s  ?’ 
“  N o.”
“ B u t  y o u  c a u  p ro v e  i t s  t r u t h  ?”
“ I  c a n .”
“  E n o u g h , y o u  m a y  r e t i r e  a n d  d e v o te  y o u r  a t ­

t e n t io n  to  t h e  re c o v e ry  o f y o u r  d a u g h te r ’s s p ir i ts  
a n d  h e r  goo d  looks. W h e n  t  r e q u ir e  y o u r  p re s ­
e n c e  I  w ill  g ive  y o u  a m p le  n o tic e . E x e r t  y o u r ­
se lf  to  m a k e  h e r  c h e e r fu l,  a n d  d o  e v e ry th in g  to  
g ra t i fy  a n y  r e a s o n a b le  w ish  s h e  m a y  f o rm .”

R u th  b o w ed , a n d  r e t i r e d  s lo w ly . As sh e  c lo se d  
t h e  d o o r  o n c e  m o re  t h a t  lo o k  of f ie rce  a n d  m a li-  
g a n t  h a t r e d  sh e  h a d  b e fo re  d isp la y e d  a n im a te d  
h e r  f e a tu re s ,  a n d  th e n  s h e  c a u se d  i t  to  d i s a p p e a r  
a n d  m a d e  h e r  w a y  to  A m y ’s c h a m b e r .

S o m e  t im e  f u r th e r  e la p s e d  a n d  B e p p o  m a d e  
h is  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  p a la c e . T h is  t im e  h e  h a d  
S e a to n  w i th  h im , a n d  in tr o d u c e d  h im  to  th e  
c o n te s s a .

b h e  s t i l l  s a t  in  h e r  d a rk  c h a m b e r ,  a n d  r e c e iv e d  
h im  in  t h e  s a m e  s ta te ly  m a n n e r  a s  u s u a l.  “  Sea- 
t> n ,” s h e  sa id , “w e lc o m e  to  F lo re n c e  I  m u s t  
c o n g ra tu la te  y  o u  o n  th e  f o r tu n a te  d isc o v e ry  o f 
y o u r  b o d y  b y  B e p p o  a n d  a lso  y o u r  s u b s e q u e n t  
r e c o v e ry . Y o u  s t i l l  lo o k  i ll .”

“  W e ak , m y  la d y —n o th in g  m o re ,” h e  r e ­
p lied .

“ I  a m  g la d  of i t  ; y o u  h a v e  se rv e d  m e  f o r  so m e  
y e a rs  a n d  w e ll.”

•‘Y o u  k n o w  y o u r  d a u g h te r  is  h e re . W ill  y o u  see
h e r  ?”

“ O h, y es , I  w ill  see  h e r  a n d  fo ld  h e r  to  m y  h e a r t  
o n c e  m o re .  T h a n k  G od  1”

“ I  w ill a p p o in t  t h e  t im e .”
S e a t  on b o w ed  a n d  t h e n  th e  c o n te s s a  i n te r r o ­

g a te d  h im  c lose ly , a n d  fo r  a  g r e a t  l e n g th  o f t im e  
r e s p e c tin g  A rn o l i D e  l a  M ore, th e  e a rl ,  a n d  th e  
r e s t  o f t h e  fa m ily , t o  a l l  o f w h ic h  q u e s t io n s  h e  
g a v e  h e r  a m p le  re p lie s .

A t t h e  c lo se  o f  a l l  th e s e  in q u ir ie s  th o  c o n te s s a  
s e n t  fo r  A m y  d e s ir in g  to  sp e a k  w i th  h e r  a lo n e . 
R u th  c o n d u c te d  h e r  d a u g h te r  to  t h e  d o o r  o f th e  
c o n te s s a ’s b o u d o ir  a n d  t h e r e  l e f t  h e r .  A m y, 
f r ig h te n e d  a n d  m is e ra b le , e n te r e d  t b e  a p a r tm e n t  
a n d  p a u s e d  a lm o s t  a t  t h e  th re s h o ld .

T n e  O ontessa  ro se  u p , a n d  a lm o s t  r a n  to w a rd s  
h e r .

“M y p r e t t y  y o u n g  f rie n d , w h y  d o  y o u  h e s i t a te  - 
Co u e  h i th e r , ” sh e  sa id , in  a  v o ice  e n ti r e ly  
d if f e re n t  to  th e  ono  o n  t h e  n ig h t  w h e n  A m y w as 
f ir s t  p r e s e n te d  to  h e r .  S h e  to o k  t h e  g i n ’s c o ld  
h a n d  a n d  d re w  h e r  in to  a n  i n n e r  c h a m b e r ,  o r  
o ra to ry ,  u s e d  a p p a r e n t ly  fo r  d e v o tio n a l  e x e r ­
cise s  ; f o r  i t  h a d  a  s m a l l  a l t a r  f it to d  u p  w i th  a 
c ru c if ix  s ta in e d  g la ss  w in d o w , b e a r in g  an e la b ­

o r a te ly  a n d  e x q u is i te ly  p a in t e d  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  of 
t h e  A sc e n tio n ; S h e  m o tio n e d  A m y  to  a  s e a t  
a n d  th o u g h  h e r  m in d  a n d  p e rc e p t io n s  w e re  d u lle d  
w i th  in te n s e  so rro w , s h e  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  n o t ic in g  
w i th  a s to n is h m e n t  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  a t t i r e  w h ic h  th e  
c o n te s s a  h a d  m ad e .

H e r  b la c k  g a rm e n ts  w e re  d is c a r d e d  : a n d  sh e  
w a s  a t t i r e d  in  a  d re s s  o f a  d a r k  p u r p le  h u e , 
t r im m e d  w i th  g o ld , t h e  m a te r i a l  o f t u e  d re s s  
b e in g  o f t h e  f in e s t  G e n o a  v e lv e t .

“C a lm  y o u rse lf, m y  d e a r  c h ild ,” s h e  e x c la im e d , 
w i th  e x tr e m e  te n d e r n e s s  o f  m a n n e r .  “ I  k n o w  
th e  c a u se  o f y o u r  g r ie f .  B e lie v e , m ia  c a ra ,  i t  is  
n o t  to  o p e n  y o u r  w o u n d s , b u t  to  h e a l  th e m ,  t h a t  
I  a llu d e  to  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d .  B e  c a lm . S tr iv e  
to  e x e r t  a l l  y o u r  s t r e n g th  o f  m in d . P r e p a r e  y o u r ­
se lf  to  l e a r n  t h a t  y o u  a r e  w a s t in g  y o u r  t e a r s  o n  a  
c h im e ra .  Y o u  fe a re d  t h a t  S e a to n —y o u r  f a th e r  
- w a s  a ia in . I t  w a s  n o t  so .”

А ш у  c lu tc h e d  h e r  c lo se ly , a n d  s ta r e d  in  h e r  
>yep. T h e  c o n te s s a  a lm o s t  s ta g g e re d  u n d e r  h e r  

g la n c e .
“ I  s w e a r , m ia  b e lla .  N ay , i f  y o u  p ro m is e  to  b e  

a  goo d  c h ild , a n d  v e ry  w e ll  b e h a v e d  y o u  s h a l l  see  
h im  a g a in , h e re  i n  F lo re n c e .”

A m y  g a z ed  o n  h e r  w i th  a  b e w ild e re d  a ir .  C o u ld  
w h a t  s h e  h e a rd  b e  t r u e  ? T h e  c o n te s s a  a g a in  
d re w  h e r  to  h e r .;b re a s t  ; a n d  b e fo re  A m y  c o u ld  
u t t e r  a  w o rd , s h e  s a id  in  h e r  e a r ,  a n d  in  a  w h isp e r,  
“ Y e t h a p p ie r  s ti ll  t h a t  I  h a v e  to  c o m m u n ic a te  to  
y o u . N o t  h is  t h e  h a n d  w h o m  y o u  g.- e a t ly  fe a re d  
h a d  s tr u c k  th e  b lo w  ; b u t  t h e  h a n d  o f  so m e  v ile  
w r e tc h  i t  w as , w h o , to  p a y  so m e  a c t  o f v e n g e an c e , 
s ta b b e d  h im .”

O h, A n g e l o f  M ercy  !” c r ie d  A m y , f a l l in g  on  
h e r  k n e e s , “ t h i s  is  b le s s e d  n e w s , in d e e d  1”

T h e  c o n te s s a  r a is e d  h e r ,  a n d  a g a in  e m b ra c e d  
h e r .  T h is  t im e  A m y  r e tu r n e d  i t  w i th  a ff e c tio n ­
a t e  w a r m th .  T h e  c o n te s s a  b ro k e  in to  a  m u s ic a l  
la u g h .

“ N ow ,” sh e  c rie d , “ s h a l l  w e  h a v e  b r ig h t  
lo o k s  a n d  s u n n y  sm ile s , t h e  s p rin g in g  s te p , 
th e  s a u c y  w o rd , t h e  b i rd  w a rb lin g s . No 
ш o re  so rro w  *o c a n k e r  y o u r  f a i r  y o u n g  l ife — 
n o  m o re  s a d n e s s  to  c to u d  t h a t  w h i te  b ro w  o r 
d im  th e  c le a r  d e p th s  o f th o s e  s w e e t  eyea !— 
N o, c h ild , y o u  s h a ll  be  h a p p y .  B e h o ld  !” sh e  
e x c la im e d , a n d  s h e  th r e w  o p e n  t h e  s ta in e d  w in  
dow .

T h e  b r ig h t  s u n  b la z e d ,  a  g lo b e  o f  g o ld  in  t h e  
c le a r ,  b lu e  h e a v e n . T h e  b e a m s  d a n c e d  u p o n  
th e  c le a r  w a fe rs ,  s p a rk l in g  a s  th o u g h  d e c k e d  
w i th  m y r ia d s  o f d ia m o n d s . T h e  h o u s e s  w i th  
s c a r le t  r o o fs  a n d  g ree n  v e ra n d a s ,  o r  g a y  b lin d s , 
s to o d  o u t  b r i l l i a n t ly  in  t h e  s u n lig h t .  U p o n  th e  
A rn o , b o a ts  r a c e d  to  a n d  f ro  ; t h e r e  c a m e  in  w i th  
t h e  so ft, b a lm y  a i r  t h e  th ro n g in g  s o u u d s  o f a c ­
t iv e  life . T h e  s c en e  w a s  s ta r t l i n g  a n d  w ild ly  
jo y o u s  in  i t s  a s p e c t ,  f ro m  t h e  s tro n g  c o n tr a s t  
i t  p r e s e n te d  to  t h e  d u l l  c h a m b e r s  o f  t h e  p a l  
ace .

A m y , a s  s h e  g a z e d  o n  t h e  m o v in g  m a s s  o f l ife  
a n d  h e a rd  t h e  s p ir i t - s t i r r in g  so u n d s , t h e  to n e s  of 
b e lls , a n d  th o  c h a n t  o f  b o a tm e n ,  f e l t  t h e  lo a d  
w h ic h  h a d  s e t t le d  u p o n  h e r  h e a r t  l i f t  a n d  f lo a t  
a w a y . S h e  co u ld , a f te r  w h a t  s h e  h a d  h e a rd ,  a n d  
in  t h e  fa c e  o f w h a t  s h e  b e h e ld , h a v e  c la s p e d  h e r  
h a n d s  fo r  v e ry  g lee . T h e  c o n te s s a  lo o k e d  on , 
w i th  a  s tr a n g e  u n e a r th ly  e x p re s s io n  o f jo y  i l lu m ­
in a t in g  h e r  f e a tu re s .

“ A m y, w e  w il l  e n jo y  t h i s  a t  o n c e . I  w ish  to  
v is i t  t h e  V il la  C o n ta r in i ,  a n d  y o u  s h a l l  a c c o m ­
p a n y  m o  th e re . A h !  t h e r e  a r e  p r o u d  n o b le ts  
w h o se  h e a r t s  y o u  s h a ll  w in  ; ay e , e v e n  t h a t  o f 
t h e  g ra n d  d u k e ’s so n . H e  is  h a n d s o m e , b u t  
v e ry  h a u g h ty .  W e  w il l  b r in g  h im  a  s u i to r  to  t h y  
fee t."

A m y  p r o te s te d  sh e  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  e q u a l  to  s u c h  
a  t a s k  ; n a y , t h a t  sh e  sh o u ld  n o t  l ik e  it.

T h e  c o u n te s s  h a v in g  a t t i r e d  h e rs e l f  a n d  A m y  
b e in g  d re s se d  f ro m  t h e  w a rd ro b e  w h ic h  sh e  
p ro v id e d  fo r  h e r  o f  n e w  a n d  c o s tly  d resse s , 
s te p p e d  in to  a  g o n d o la , a n d  w e re  b o rn e  d o w n  
th e  A rno .

A s th e y  p ro c e e d e d  o n  t h e i r  w a y , t h e  c a th e d r a l  
a t t r a c t e d  A m y ’s a t t e n t i o n ;  a n d  th e  c o u n te s s  
c a u se d  t h e  g o n d o la  t o  a p p ro a c h  to  t h e  sh o re , 
a n d  t h e r e  la n d e d ,  to  p a y  i t  a  v i s i t  — T h e y  
p a s se d  in to  t h e  p la z z o , a u d  th e n c e ,  b y  o n e  of 
t h e  t h r e e  g r e a t  d o o rw a y s , i n to  t h e  c a th e d r a l  i t ­
self.

A m y  w a s  a t  f ir s t  o v e rc o m e  b y  t h e  im m e n s i ty  
a n d  g ra n d e u r  o f  t h e  in te r io r ,  b u t  in  a  m o m e n t  
a f t e r  s h e  c lu tc h e d  t h e  c o n te s s a ’s a rm , w h o  saw  
h e r  g a z in g  w i th  a s to n is h m e n t  u p o n  a  y o u n g  E n g ­
lish  n a v a l  o fficer, w h o  w a s  a p p a re n t ly  a b s o rb e d  
in  c o n te m p la t in g  t h e  b e a u tie s  o f  a  s ta tu e  of 
B a c c io  B a n d a n e il i .

T h e  c o u n te s s  lo o k ed , w i th  e a g e r  a n x ie ty ,  a t  h is  
face , w h ic h  w as p a le  a n d  th in ,  b u t  sh e  sa w  in  a n  
i n s t a n t  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  p o r t r a i t  s h e  
h a d  d isc o v e re d  so  c lo se  to  A m y ’s h e a r t .

C H A P T E R  X.
T H E  DUCA D I  B E R G A M O — T H E  V IL L A  C O N T A R IN I.

T h e  C o n te s sa  C o n ta r in i ,  w h e n  s h e  s a w  th e  
o b je c t  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f A m y  w as 
r iv e te d ,  w a s  n o t  f o r  a n  i n s t a n t  i n  d o u b t  a s  to  th e  
id e n t i ty  o f t h e  y o u n g  n a v a l  officer. F o r  th e  
m o m e n t ,  s h e  w a s  n o t  le s s  a ff e c te d  t h a n  h o r  
y o u n g  a n d  b e a u t i fu l  c o m p a n io n . T h e  p a le  fa c e  
o f  A rn o ld , t h e  i n s t a n t  i t  c a u g h t  h e r  ey e , c a u se d  
a n  a g i ta t io n  in  h e r  f r a m e  e v e n  m o re  p o w e rfu l  
t h a n  th e  r e c o g n itio n  o f t h e  p o r t r a i t  s h e  h a d  d is ­
c o v e re d  in  A m y ’s p o sses s io n  h a d  do n e .

A lth o u g h  a  s la v e  to  l ie r  p a s s io n s , t h e  c o n te s s a , 
l ik e  m o s t  p e rs o n s  s im ila r ly  t h e  v ic t im s  o f  su c h  
Tbaneful in f lu e n c e , h a d  th e  p o w e r  o f  c o n tro l l in g  
th e i r  v is ib il i ty .

A t t h e  m o m e n t  sh e  b e h e ld  L o r d  A rn o ld  to  
re c o g n iz e  h im , a  d e a d ly  f a i n t  o p p re s s e d  h e r ,  h e r  
k n e e s  sh o o k , a n d  s u e  h a d  h a r d ly  s t r e n g th  to  
s u s ta in  h e rs e lf .  Y e t im m e d ia te ly  sh e  w as 
p ro u d ly  e re c t ,  s te p p e d  b a c k  to  o n e  o f h e r  a t t e n d ­
a n ts ,  a n a  u t te r e d  a  few  w o rd s  i n  I ta l ia n ,  T h o n  
s h e  h u r r ie d  A m y, w h o  w a s  a lm o s t  p a ra ly z e d  
w i th  c o n fl ic t in g  e m o tio n s , to  a n o tn e r  p a r t  
o f  ‘ t h e  b u ild in g . W ith  r e m a rk a b le  self- 
p o s s e s s io n  sh e  p ro c e e d e d  t o  p o in t  o u t  to  h e r  t h e  
m o s t  n o te  w o r th y  p o r tio n s  o f  t h e  m a g n if ic e n t  
ed if ice . I t  is  t r u e  t h a t  h e r  w o rd s  fe l l  o n  u n h e e d ­
in g  e a r  m f o r  A m y ’s a t t e n t io n  w a s  to o  m u c h  d is ­
t r a c te d  0  y  t h i s  s u d d e n ly  m e e t in g  A rn o ld , to  b e  
a ffe c te d  >«r m o v e d  b y  a u g h t  e lse . W h e n  s h e  w a s  
h u r r ie d  f ro m  th e  s p o t  w h e re  s h e  s to o d —n o t  r e ­
lu c t a n t ly ,  f o r  s h e  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  e n c o u n te re d  
h im  th e r e ,  to  s p e a k  w i th  h im , fo r  w o r ld s —s h e  
h a d  a  k in d  o f m is t  j s e n se  t h a t  t h e  c o n te s s a  w as 
d e s c r ib in g  to  h e r  t h e  w o n d e rs  o f t h e  d u o m o , b u t  
i t  w as  n o t  t i l l  sh e  w a s  o n c e  m o re  in  t h e  g o n d o la  
o n  th e  b r ig h t  w a te rs  o f i h e  A rn o , t h a t  s h e  m ig h t  
r e a l ly  b e  s a id  to  b e  c o n sc io u s  o f  h e r  p o s it io n ,  
a n d  t h e n  i t  w a s  w h e n  t h e  c o n te s s a  s u d d e n ly  
sa id —

“ L o o k  u p , p r e t t y  o n e , c a s t  a w a y  y o u r  sa d  a i r  ; 
d re s s  u p  y o u r  b e a u te o u s  f a c e  in  sm ile s ,  fo r  h e re  
c o m e s  o n e  to  w h o m  I  a m  d e s iro u s  to  p r e s e n t  
yo u . S h o u ld  y o u r  c h a rm s  e l ic i t  i r o m  h is  lip s  
e x p re s s io n s  o f a d m ir a t io n ,  I  m a y  b e  a s s u re d  t h a t  
m y  s a lo n s  w il l  b e  c ro w d e d  w i th  th e  n o b le s t ,  
p ro u d e s t ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  d is t in g u is h e d  in  F lo ­
r e n c e .”

T h e  c o n te s s a  g av e  d i re c t io n s  to  o n e  o f h e r  p e o ­
p le , w h o  c a u se d  t h e  gondolifer to  p la c e  h e r  g o n ­
d o la  a lo n g  s id e  t h e  a p p ro a c h in g  o n e , i t  h a v in g  
s ;o p p e d  a t  a  g iv en  s ig n a l. T h e  c o n te s s a  d rew  
a s id e  th e  c u r ta in s  of h e r  g o n d o la , a n d  in tr o d u c e d  
i t s  o c c u p a n t ,  t h e  D u c a  d i  B e rg a m a , t o  A m y . 
T h e y  t h e n  p ro c e e d e d  to  t h e  v illa .

C H A P T E R  X I.
T H E  F R IE N D — M Y S T E R IE S — T H E  IN V IT A T IO N .

L o r d  A rn o ld  Do l a  M o re  i t  w a s  w h o m  A m y  h a d  
s e e n  in  t h e  d u o m o , a p p a r e n t ly  a d m ir in g  th e  
b e a u tie s  o f  a  s ta tu e ,  w h ic h  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  h e  
d id  n o t  e v e n  se e ,h is  t h o u g h ts  b e in g  f a r  a w a y . H e 
h a d  n o t  b e e n  in  F lo re n c e  t h r e e  d ay s , to  h im  i t  
s e e m e d  s c a rc e ly  le s s  t h a n  th r e e  y e a rs .  W h a t  to  
d o  w i th  h im s e lf  lie k n e w  n o t—c a re d  n o t  ! H e  
w a s  s u r ro u n d e d  w i th  a n  a tm o s p h e re  o f  g lo o m  
a n d  h o r ro r  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  im p e n e tr a b le .  H e  
c o u ld  t h in k  o f n o th in g  b u t  t h e  g r im  c o rp s e  of 
S e a to n , s la in  b y  h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  th e  a t t e n u a te d  
f ig u re  o f A m y  c a ll in g  d o w n  c u rs e s  u p o n  h i s  h e a d ,  
a s  t h e  m u rd e r e r  o f h e r  f a th e i .  N o w  t h a t  h e  f e l t  
h im s e lf  s e p a r a te d  f r o m h e r f o r  e v e r, b e lo v e d  h e r  
m o re  f ra n t ic a l ly ,  m o re  p a s s io n a te ly ,  t h a n  h e  h a d  
h i th e r to .  I n  d a y  d re a m s , a n d  th e  d a r k  h o u r s  of 
t h e  n ig h t,  h e  w o u ld  see  h e r  sw e e t  t r u s t fu l  fac e  
t u r u e d  u p w a rd s  to  h is , h e r  s o f t  fo n d  ey e s  g a z in g  
i u to  h i s  o w n  w i th  lo v in g  a ffe c tio n , a s  h a d  b e e n  
t h e  c a se  w h e n  to g e th e r  th e y  h a d  w a n d e re d  in  
f o n d  c o m p a n io n s h ip  b e n e a th  t h e  g ree n  
sh a d o w s  o f  w id e  s p re a d in g  b ra n c h e s ,  a n d  
g la d e s  m a d e  g o ld e n  b y  s u n lig h t  in  t h e  o ld  
w o o d  a t  h o m e . A n d  t h e n  h e  w o u ld  s e e  t h i s  f a c e , 
—o h , so  f a i r  a n d  g e u tle  !—c h a n g e  i t s  a s p e c t  in to  
o n e  c o n v u ls iv e  h o r ro r ,  a n d  i t  w o u ld  s e e m  to  h im  
t h a t  h e r  n a m e , u t te r e d  in  s h r ie k in g  e x e c ra tio n , 
s ta r t l e d  t h e  s t i l l  a i r  a n d |f i l le d  h im Jw itli;a ] to r tu r in g  
a n g u is h , a lm o s t  b e y o n d  m  j r t a l  e n d u ra n c e .  T o 
o n e  le ss  th e  s la v e  o f im p e tu o u s  fee lin g , t h is  t r i a l ,  
g r e a t  a s  i t  w as , w o u ld  b a v e  b e e n  th e  s u b je c t  o f 
so m e  p e r s o n a l  c o n tro l  ; i t  w a s  n o t  so  w i th  h im  — 
a t  le a s t ,  w h e n  a lo n e —a n d  t h e  f r ig h tfu l  p o s it io n  
in  w h ic h  h e  b e lie v e d  h im s e lf  to  b e , p r e s e n te d  
in  i t e f u l l  fo rc e  to  h i s  f e rv id  im a g in a t io n .  T h e n  
b e  w o u ld  tw is t  h is  h a n d s  in  h i s  h a i r ,  ro c k  to  a n d  
f ro , a n d  g ive  w a y  to  a  p a ro x y s m  o f sc a ld in g  te a r s  
a l l  t h e  m o re  e x h a u s t in g  to  h is  f ra m e , in a s m u c h  
a s  t e a r s  a r e  n o t  t h e  n a tu r a l  o u t le t  f o r  t h e  g r io i of 
a  m a n  o f s tro n g  m e n ta l  po w ers . I t  m a y  bo  a s ­
s u m e d  th e re fo re ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  y e t  w e a k  a n d  ill . 
a n d  h is  p ro g re s s  to w a rd s  r ec o v e ry  f ro m  th e  r e c e n t  
te r r ib le  a t t a c k  b u t  plow  in d ee d . W h e n  A m y  o b ­
se rv e d  h i m ‘h e  h a d  b o e n  u p w a rd s  o f a n  h o u r  
w i th in  t h e  d u o m o . I t  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  f ir s t  p la c e s  
h e  h a d  v is i te d , a n d  th e n  h e  h a d  e n te r e d  i t  m o re  
b y  a c c id e n t  tb  a n  d e s ig n . W h e th e r  i t  w a s  th e  
s o f te n e d  l ig h t ,  t h a  re l ig io u s  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  
b u ild in g , th e  sw e e t a n d  s o le m n  s t r a in s  o f  s a c re d  
m u s ic ,  w h i  h  fo r  t h e  t im e , a ll e v ia te d  t h e  a s p e r ­
i ty  o f h is  a ff lic tio n —o r  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  w o rn  o f 
e x h a u s te d  n a tu r e ,  is  o f l i t t l e  im p o r t,  
i t  is  e n o u g h , t h a t  w h ile  b e n e a th  B ra m - 
a n te ’8 d o m e  h e  e x p e r ie n c e d  m o re  c a lm  t h a n  h o  
h e  h a d  d o n e  s in c e  h is  a r r iv a l ,  a n d  w a s  a b le  o n ce  
m o re  to  c h a in  h i s  th o u g h ts  d o w n  to  m a r k  o u t  h is  
f u tu r e  c a re e r .

I t  w as w h ile  o n ce  m o re  r e v e r t in g  to  t h e  s tr a n g e  
f a r  off i s la n d s  o f  t h e  b p a n is h  M ain , w h e re  d e a th  t 
m ig h t  e a s i ly  b e  w o n , a n d  c a re  b a u is h e d  in  a  
c o n s ta n t  w h ir l  o f  in te n s e  e x c ite m e n t ,  t h a t  A m y  
p e rc e iv e d  h im . S h e  w a s  y e t  w i th in  t h e  c a th e ­
d r a l  a n d  h e  s t i l l  in  h i s  f it  o f  a b s tr a c t io n ,  w h e n  
h e  w a s  ro u s e d  f ro m  i t  b y  a  h a n d  ro u g h ly  
l a id  u p o n  h i s  s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  a  v o ice , s o m e th in g  
a b o v e  a  w h is p e r ,  s a id  in  e a r ,  “ W u a t ,  m y  
y o u n d  L o r d  L ie u te n a n t ,  a re  y o u  g o in g  to  t u m ­
b le  t h e  s h ip  o v e rb o a rd , a n d  c h a n g e  in to  a  s c u lp ­
to r  ?"

A rn o ld  t u r n e d  q u ic k ly  a n d  e x c la im e d  w i th  s u r ­
p r is e , “ S id m o u th  !”

“ T h a t  s a m e  d is r e p u ta b le  y o u n g  lu ff  a t  y o u r  
se rv ic e ,” r e p l ie d  a  y o u n g , e le g a n t ly  d re .-sed  
m a n , s h a k in g  h im  b y  th e  h a n d  ; a u d  w h o  th e n  
a d d e d  w i th  a n  a i r  o f c o n c e rn , “ W h y , m y  o ld  
m e s s m a te ,  w h a t 's  in  t h e  w in d ?  Y o u  lo o k  as  
w h i te  a b o u t  t h e  g ills  a s  t h e  f ig u re h e a d  o f th e  F ly ­
in g  D u tc h m a n  ! Y ou  a re  n o t  g o iu g  to  t u r n  p a r ­
so n , a r e  y o u ? ”

A rn o ld  s m i 'e d  f a in t ly  a n d  s a id  a s  th e  e c h o  o f 
t h e  y o u n g  e a r l  s v o ice  c a u se d  s e v e ra l  p e rs o n s  e n ­
g a g e d  in  d e v o tio n  to  r a is e  t h e i r  h e a d s  a n d  lo o k  a t  
t h e m , ‘‘C o m e  w ith  m e —th is  i s  h a rd ly  t h e  p la c e  
to  h o ld  a  c o n v e rs a tio n  in  ; a n d  I  w a n t  t o  h a v e  a  
t a l k  w ith  y ou , S id m o u th .”

“  A h  ! a n d  I  w i th  y o u , D e  l a  M ore .” s a id  t h e  
e a rl, ta k in g , a n d  w a lk in g  w ith  r a p id  s tr id e s  o u t  
of t h e  c h u rc h  in to  t h e  la rg e , o p e n  p ia z z a , in  
w h ic h  th e  c a th e d r a l  s ta n d s .

W h e n  o u t  i a  t h e  o p e n  a ir ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  S id m o u th  
sa id , “ M ' »re, i t  s e em s  w h e n  I  l e f t  L o n d o n , y o u r  
h ig h ly  r e s p e c te d , b u t  b ra c e d , t h r i c e  a u d  t ru s s e d  
u p  p a r e n t  w a s  b o m b a rd in g  t h a t  m o ra l  a n d  v i r t u ­
o u s  c i ty  .w i th  r e w a rd s  fo r  y o u r  r e c o v e ry , A

m e e t in g  to o k  p la c e  b e tw e e n  y o u r  g o v e rn o r  a n d  
m in e , w h ic h  e n d e d  in  t h e  d isc o v e ry , o n  o n e  s id e , 
t h a t  y o u  h a d  o b ta in e d  a  tw o  y e a r s ’ l ib e r ty  ; a n d , 
o n  t h e  o th e r ,  a  s tro n g  s u s p ic io n  t h a t  y o u  w e re  
n o t  e n t i t le d  to  i t .  A s so o n  a s  t h e y  p a r t e u  c o m ­
p a n y  th e  f ir s t  lo rd  c ro w d e d  e v e ry  s t i t c h  o f  c a n ­
v a s s  h e  c o u ld  seo, a n d  b o ro  d o w n  u p o n  m e . N o  
s o o n e r  d id  h e  c a tc h  s ig h t  o f  m e , th e n  h e  f ire d  a  
g u n  a c ro s s  m y  fo re  fo o t, a n d  m a d e  m e  h e a v e  to , 
w h ile  h e  o v e rh a u le d  m y  log, to  see  if  t h e r e  w a s  
a n y  e n tr y  a b o u t  y o u . B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o th in g  b u t  
b la n k  le a v e s  f o r  h im  to  in s p e c t .  A n d  * h a t  I  h a d  
so m e  k n o w le d g e  o f y o u  s to w e d  a w a y  ; a n d  I  
s w o re  I  h a d  n o t  So w e b o th  sw o re  h a rd  
a n d  f a s t  t o g e th e r  ; a n d  I  o n ly  fo u n d  i t  
o u t  w h e n  h e  t o ld  m e , I —w a s  a —d — 
fo k ’s t l e  b u l ly ,  a —a n d —a —n o  so n  a — of 
h is . A —so n  o f a  d u k e , in d e e d  ! —I  w a s  

so n  — o f — a  — a t  l e a s t ,  f a r  m o re  a — 
—lik e —a —th e  i l le g it im a te —a  so n  o f—a —th e  D u k e  
o f—a —W a p p in g —a —o r so m e  o th e r —a —in fe rn a l ly  

a —lo w  p la c e —a —t h a n —a —th e  so n  o f  —a —th e  
D u k e  o f—a  N o r th w a te r la n d —a—a n d  a n  e a r l—a — 
to  b o o t .”

A rn o ld  fo u n d  i t  im p o s s ib le  n o t  to  la u g h  a t  a
v e ry  e x a c t  im i ta t io n  of th o  p ro u d  d u k e ;  a n d  
th e n ,  a s  a  th o u g h t  c ro s se d  h im , h e  s a id ,“  H a s  t h e  
D u k e  g r a n te d  y o u  le a v e  o f a b s e n c e  fo r  a n  ex -' 
te n d e d  te rm , S id m o u th ?  ”

“ O h, n o  ! ” h e  r e tu r n e d .  “ M y s h ip  h a s  j u s t  
b e e n  p a id  off, a n d  I  w a n t  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  f lin g  o n  
s h o re  b e fo re  I  go  to  s e a  f g a in , a s  I  u n d e r s ta n d  
I  a m  d e s tin e d  to  t h e  C h in a  s ta t io n  fo r  f iv e  y e a rs  
o f i t .  T h e  d u k e  is  to o  fo n d  o f m e  to  lo t  m e  h a v e  
m u c h  o f  h i s  a n c h o ra g e  ; so  I  w ro te , a n d  to ld  h im  
t h a t  I  h a d  m a d e  u p  m in d  to  a  t r i p  t h ro u g h  
to  r u b  off so m e  o f m y  s a l t  c ru s t ,  a n d  h e  c o u ld  
s e n d  m e  a  s ix  m o n th s ’ l ib e r ty - t ic k e t  to  t h e  h o te l  
d i  F lo re n c e , P ia z z a  d e l  d u o m o , « .h ere  i t  w o u ld  
f in d  m e  ; a n d  i f  I  w a n te d  i t  r e n e w e d  I  w o u ld  l e t  
h im  k n o w . H e  w ill  t ln o w  h im s e lf  in to  a  f r a n t ic  
p a s s io n  ; b u t ,  a s  h e  k n o w s I  a m  a w a y  w i th  
o u t  lea v e ,—a n d  h e  k n o w s t h a t  h e  w o u ld  ge t 
s p la s h e d  w i th  th e  d i r t  o f  m y  d is g ra c e ,—h e  w ill be 
s u re  to  se n d  i t  to  m e  ; a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  le c tu re , 
f il lin g  fo u r  s id e s  of a  s h e e t  o f b a n k -p o s t ,  w r i t t e n  
b y  h is  p r iv a te  c h a p la in ,  o n  f il ia l  o b e d ie n c e  
a n d  rev e re n c e , w h ic h  I  s h a l l  c o n v in c e  
m y se lf  i s  w r i t t e n  in  D u tc h ,  a n d  m a k e  
n o  a t t e m p t  to  t r a n s la t e .  A n d  n o w  
m y  o ld  m e s s m a te ,  A rn o ld , w h i th o r  a r e  y o u  
b o u n d  ?”

“ D o  n o t  a s k  m e , S id m o u th ?  I  c a n n o t  — 
d a re  n o t  a n s w e r  y o u ,” r e t u r n e d  A rn o ld , e a r n ­
e s tly .

“  W h y  n o t ,  D e  la  M o re  ?” e x c la im e d  th e  
y o u n g  e a r l .  “ Y o u  k n o w  m e  w e ll, a n d  th e r e fo r e  
w ill b e  s u re  t h a t  I  a m  a b o v e  t ry in g  to  g e t  to  
w in d w a rd  o f y o u  e x c e p t  b y  f a i r  s a il in g . I  h a v e  
a  f r ie n d ly —n a y , a  b r o th e r ly  fe e l in g  f o r  y o u , fo r  
w e  h a v e  b e e n  to g e th e r  in  ro u g h  a n d  f a i r  w e a th e r ,  
a n d  I  h a v e  a lw a y s  fo u n d  y o u  w h a t  I  h o p e  e v e r  to  
p ro v e —tr u e  to  t h e  c o lo rs  I  h o is  t a t  m y  fo re , m a in  
a n d  m iz z e n .”

A rn o ld  r e m a in e d  s i l e n t  a s  h e  c o n c lu d e d , a n d  
p re s s e d  h i s  h a n d  t o  h i s  b ro w .

“ C o m e, co m e , A rn o ld ,” c o n tin u e d  th e  y o u n g  
e a rl ,  “ y o u  a r e  in  so m e  d i s t r e s s ?  I  h a v e  se e n  
t h a t  f lag  f ly in g  a t  y o u r  p e a k  e v e r  s in c e  I  c la p p e d  
e y e s  o n  y o u  in  th o  c h u rc h  y o n d e r .  I f  y o u  d o  n o t  
w ish  to  m a k e  a  f r ie n d  o f  m e , o f c o u rse  I ’l l  h a u l  
m y  w in d  a n d  n o t  p u t  a n o th e r  q u e s tio n  to  y o u  : 
b u t ,  u p o n  m y  so u l ! D e  la  M ore , y o u  w il l  f in d  m e  
t r u s tw o r th y ,  if  y o u  t r y  m e .”

“  H id m o u th , I  a m  s u re  o f i t , ” r e p l ie d  A rn o ld , 
s h a k in g  h i s  h a n d  w a rm ly . “ I  k n o w  n o t ,  
a t  th is  m o m e n t ,  a n y  o n e  u p o n  w h o m  I  w o u ld  
so  f ra n k ly  a n d  c o n fid e n tly  r e ly  a s  y o u rse lf ,—n o  
o n e  in  t h e  w id e  w o rld , b y  h e a v e n ,  S id m o u th , I  
w o u ld  m o re  r e a d i ly  a u d  w il lin g ly  c a ; l  u p o n  to  
a c t  m y  f r ie n d  t h a n  y o u rso lf  ; b u t  y o u  m u s t  e x ­
c u se  m e  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t .  W e  s h a ll  see  e a c h  
o th e r ,  d u r in g  o u r  s ta y ,  f r e q u e n tly ,  fo r  I  a m  s to p ­
p in g  a t  th e  H o te l  d i F lo re n c e .  I  o n ly  w a n t  a  
l i t t l e  c o m m u n io n  w i th  m y s e lf ,  a n d  t h e n  m o s t  
p ro o a b ly  I  w ill  m a k e  a  c le a n  b r e a s t  o f  i t  to  y ou , 
a n d  t a k e  c o u n s e l  w i th  y o u  a s  to  t h e  b e s t  c o u rs e  I  
c a n  s te e r .”

" B e  i t  so ,” r e p l ie d  S id m o u th ,  H e  w a s  a b o u t  
to  a d d  s o m e th in g  to  h is  r e m a rk ,  w h e n  h e  w as 
in te r r u p te d  b y  th e  s tr a n g e  c o n d u c t  o f  a  S is te r  of 
C h a r i ty ,  w h o , st» p p iu g  b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  A rn o ld  
p la c e d  h e r  h a n d  u p o n  t h e  l a t t o r ’s  s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  
r e g a rd in g  h i s  l in e a m e n ts  w i th  in te n s e  e a rn e s t ­
n e s s ,  a c c o m n a n ie d  b y  a  sp e c ie s  o f  h y s te r ic a l  
e m o tio n , S h e  w as v e ry  f a i r  a n d  lo o k ed  a s  th o u g h  
h e r  f le sh  w a s  m a d e  o f v i rg in  w a x , во t r a n s p a r e n t  
i t  w as—t h a t  is, a s  m u c h  o f  i t  w aa  se e n , fo r  a  v e il  
s h ro u d e d  m u c h  o f  h e r  l e a tu re s .

“ O, M a d o n n a  I m m a c o la to  !" s h e  m u t t e r e d  a n d  
th e n  a d d re s s e d  A rn o ld  h a s t i ly ,  iu  E n g l is h .  
“ Y o u r  p a rd o n ,  s i r  ?” sh o  sa id . “ Y o u r  n a m e  is  
D o l a  M o re  ?”

“ I c - i t —is ,” h e  r e p l ie  ï ,  w i th  s o m e  h e s i ta t io n ,  
lo o k in g  u p o n  h e r  w i th  s u rp r ise .

“ A re  yo u  th e  o ld e s t  s o n  V”
H o  b o w ed .
“  L o rd  A rn o ld .? ”
A g a in  h e  bow ed .
S h e  a p p e a re d  Гог a n  i n s t a n t  t o  b e  in w a rd ly  

c o n v u lse d , a n d  s h e  w ru n g  h e r  h a n d s  a s  if  in  
b i t t e r  a n g u is h , u t to r in g  a  lo  w w a ilin g  c ry . T h e n ,  
w i th  b o th  h a n d s , sh o  p re s s e d  h e r  v e il  in to  h e r  
ey e s  to  a b s o rb  th e  t e a r s  t h a t  g u s h e d  f ro m  th e m . 
A n o th e r  m in u te  sh o  w i th d re w  h e r  v e il, a n d  w i th  
q u iv e r in g  lip , s a id , “  T h e  H o te l  d i  F lo re n c e  is  
y o u r  p r e s e u t  a b o d e  ?’

“ F o r  a  s h o r t  l im e ,” r e s p o n d e d  A rn o ld , r e g a r d ­
in g  h e r  w i th  n o  l i t t l e  a s to n i  h m e n t .

“  E n o u g h  I W ill a  c o m m u n ic a t io n  s e n t  t h e r e  
r e a c h  y o u r  h a n d s  ?” i n q u ir e d  t h e  s is te r ,  h u r ­
r ie d ly .
• “  O f w h a t  n a tu r e  ?" h e  s a id , in te r ro g a t iv e ­

ly .
“ O h, a s k  n o t  n o w ,” sh e  r e tu r n e d .  “ I t  is  o f  

m u c h  im p o . t im c e  t o  y o u . О D io  1 i f  y o u  k n ew , 
y o u r  im p a t ie n c e  w o u ld  m a k e  y o u  m a d  e re  i t  
r e a c h e d  y o u . A d io , S ig n o r  In g le s e  !" s h e  a b ru p t ly  
c o n c lu d e d , a s  w i th  a n  a ff r ig h te d  s h u d d e r  s h e  p e r ­
c e iv e d  t h a t  a  t a l l  d a r k  v  o m a n  h a d  s to p p e d , a n d  
w a s  a lso  e y e in g  A rn o ld  w i th  a  k in d  o f  e a g e r  
s c ru t in y .  T h e  S is te r  o f  C h a r i ty  fo ld e d  h e r  
v e il  c io se  r o u n d  h e r  a s  t h i s  w o m a n  a p p ro a c h e d ,  
c o m p le te ly  s h ro u d in g  h e r  f e a tu re s ,  a n d  m o v e d  
r a p id  у  a w a y .

A rn o ld  lo o k ed  a f te r  t h e  r e t i e a t in g  f ig u re  o f  th e  
S is te r  o f  C h a r i t y  o b s e rv in g  t h a t  eh e  
t e r e i  t h e  d u o m o  sw if t ly , a s  i f  b e in g  p u r  
s u e d , a n d  t h e n  tu r n e d  to  h i s  f r ie n d , w h o  w a s  
la u g h in g  iu w a rd ly , a l th o u g h  t ry in g  to  p re s e rv e  
h i s  g ra v ity .

“ W h a t  c a n  t h i s  m e a n ,  S id m o u th  ?\ h e  e x ­
c la im e d

“ D o n ’t  k n o w ,” h e  re p l ie d .  “ I ’m  b r o u g h t  u p  
a l l  s ta n d in g . W h y ,A rn o ld ,th e re  is  s o m e th in g  v e ry  
r e m a rk a b le  a b o u t  y o u  t h a t  I  d o n ’t  fo r  th e  life  of 
m e  see  —s o m e th in g  t h a t  m a k e s  e ld e r ly  w o m e n  
ta k e  a  l a n c y  to  y o u . J u s t  n o w  y o u  h a d  a  n u n  
c a tc h  h o ld  o f  y ou , a n d  I  th o u g h t  s h e  w o u ld  h a v e  
e m b ra c e d  y o u  ; h e ro  is  a n o th e r  m a k in g  o u t  y o u r  
n u m b e r ,  s h e  is  s p y in g  y o u  f ro m  h e e l  to  t ru c k .  
L o o k  a t  h e r  ! I s  t h i s  y o u r  la u n d re s s ,  f e a r f u l  fo r  
t h e  s a fe ty  o f  h e r  l i t t i o  b ill  ?”

B y  a n  in c l in a t io n  o f h i s  head , h e  d i re c te d  h is  
a t t e n t io n  to  w h o re  a  w o m a n  w a s  s ta n d in g ,  r e ­
g a rd in g  h im  w ith  a  f ix ed  s ta r e .  H e  r e tu r n e d  h e r  
s e t t le d  g a z e  w i th  a  s im ila r  lo o k  -of in q u ir y ,  b u t  
h e  k n e w  h e r  n o t .

S u d d e n ly  s h e  d re w  to w a rd s  h im  a n d  sa id , 
“  L o r d  A rn o ld , I  se ek  a n  in te r v ie w  w i th  y o u .”

“ H o w  k u o w  y o u  m y  n a m e  ?” h e  e x c la im e d  
s o m e w h a t  h a u g h ti ly .

“ N o  m a t t e r , ” s h e  r e p l ie d ,  c o ld ly . “ I  w ill p r  ..ve 
m y  t i t l e  to  p r e f e r  thi-^ r e q u e s t  to  y o u , i f  y o u  w ill 
g r a n t  m e  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty .

“ I  d o  n o t  k n o w  y o u .' W h o  a re  y o u  ?" h e  
a sk ed .

S h e  lo o k ed  fo r  a  ! m o m e n t  u p o n  th e  e a r l  of 
S id m o u th , a u d  th e n ,  in  a  lo w  to n e ,  r e p l ie d  
“ R u th  S e a to n  !”

H e  s ta g g e re d  b a c k , a s  i f  s tr u c k  b y  a n  a rro w , 
a n d  g a sp o d  o u t ,  “ T h e  m o th e r  o f—”

“ T h e  s a m e ,” sh o  q u ic k ly  re s p o n d e d ,  n o t  g iv in g  
h im  t im e  to  u t te r  t h e  n a m e  o f A m y.

H e  c a u g h t  h e r  b y  th o  w r is t ,  a n d  d re w  h e r  
w i th  e v id e n t  e x c ite m e n t ,  a  few  p a c e s  f ro m  h is  
f r ie n d .

“ W h a t  h a v e  y o u  to  s a y  to  m e  ? ” h e  a s k e d  in  
e a r n e s t  to n e s .

“  N o th in g , h e re  ! S a n ta  M a ria  1 see  w h o  
c o m e s  1” sh o  c rie d , h u r r ie d ly .  “ T o -m o rro w  n ig h t,  
a t  e ig h t ,  in  t h e  c h a p e l  of th e  V irg in , i n  th e  
d u o m o  ;—I  w ill  b e  th e r e .”

T h e  n e x t  i n s t a n t  s h o  h u r r i e d  a w a y , h a s t i ly  
c o n c e a lin g  h e r  f e a tu re s  u n d e r  h e r  f a ld e t ta .

W h o  c o m e s  ?
H e  tu r n e d  h i s  e y e s  in  t h e  d i re c t io n  in  w h ic h  

sh o  h a d  lo o k e d  w h e n  s h e  u t te r e d  th o s e  w o rd s , 
a n d  t h e r e  h e  sa w —s ta n d in g  s ti f f  a s  a  s ta tu e ,  h is  
fa c e  t u rn e d  to w a rd s  h im —S e a to n  !

T h e r e  c o u ld  bo  n o  m is ta k e  in  t h a t  g r im  
fig u re—ta l l ,  e re c t—t h a t  faco , p a le ,  y e ts w ith  th e  
s a m e  a s p e c t  i t  h a d  w o rn  w h e n  h e , w i th  
a  s u d d e n  b low , s w e p t  i t  f ro m  h i s  s ig h t  in  t h e  
g lo o m y  c o p se  a t  D o la  M ore. H e  u t te r e d  a  c ry , 
a n d  w a s  a b o u t  to  b o u n d  to w a rd s  t h e  o b ” 
j e c t  w h ic h  f a s c in a te d  h i s  gazo , to  a s c e r ta in  
w h e th e r  h e  w h o m  h e  s to o d  c h a rg e d  w i th  h a v ­
in g  m u rd e r e d  y e t  l iv e d —w h e n  h i s  f r i e n d  s u d d e n ­
ly  c a u g h t  h im  b y  th e  a rm ,  a n d  sw u n g  h im  
ro u u d . H e  s to o d  fa c e  to  face  w i th  a n  I t a l i a n ,  
e v id e n t ly  o f  d is t in g u is h e d  r a n k ,  b o th  b y  a  
s tu d ie d  e lo g a n c e  o f  m a n n e r  a n d p e r f e c t  f in is h  o f 
a t t i r e .

‘ A llow  m o  to  i n tr o d u c e  y o u , e c c le n z a , to  
o n e  o f m y  e a r l ie a s t  a s s o c ia te s ,  m y  d e a re s t  
f r ie n d ,” e x c la im e d  t h e  e a r l ;  a n d  t h e n  s a id , 
“ T h o  D u c a  d i B o rg a m o , m y  L o rd  A rn o ld  D o la  
М о ю  ” H e  re v e r s e d  th e  n a m e , a n d  a d d e d , “Y ou 
m u s t  d o  t h e  r e s t  y o u rse lv e s . Y ou  k n o w  e a c h  
o th e r  n o w .”

“ I  a m  p ro u d  o f t h e  h o n o r ," e x c la im e d  th e  d u c a , 
in  a  to n e  c a lc u la te d  to -b e  a g re e a b le  to  y o u n g  
m e n  o f  s o m e w h a t  f re e  m a n n e r s ,  u n t r a m m e l le d  
b y  t h e  c o n v e n tio n a li t ie s  o f  h ig n  so c ie ty . “ Y o u r 
r e p u ta t i o n  h a s  a d v a n c e d  b e fo re  y o u , m y  lo rd . I  
w a s  in fo rm e d  o f y o u r  a r r iv a l ,  a n d  I  a m  in d e e d  
p le a s e d  t h a t  m y  y o u u g  f r ie n d , th e  e a rl ,  h a s  g iv en  
m e  so  e a r ly  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  m a k in g  y o u r  a c ­
q u a in ta n c e ,  w h ic h , w i th  y o u r  l o rd s h ip ’s p e rm is ­
s io n , i t  is  m y  p u rp o s e  to  im p ro v e  ; fo r  I  s h a l l  a r ­
gue  w i th  y o u  u p o n  t h e  p r o p r ie ty  o f  p u t t in g  a s id e  
fo r  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  d a y  w h a te v e r  en g a g e  
m o n ts  y o u  m a y  h a v e  m a d e ,  a n d  e n t r e a t  y o u  to  
f in is h  i t  w i th  m e  ”

T h o  ey e s  o f  A rn o ld  d u r in g  th is  s p e e c h  
w a n d e re d  to  t h e  s p o t  w h e re  h e  h a d  s e e n  S e a ­
to n  s ta n d in g .  H o  w a s  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  ic  w a s  
h im —h e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  so  d e c e iv e d  a s  to  m is ­
ta k e  a  s tr a n g e r  f o r  h im  ; b u t  h e  w as g o n e — 
n a y ,  a  re l ig io u s  p ro c e s s io n  w a s  p a s s in g  o v e r  t h e  
v e ry  s p o t  u p o n  w h ic h  h e  b e h o ld  h im . A  h u r r ie d  
g la n c e  o v e r  t h e  w id e  p ia z z a , b u t  in  n o  d i r e c t io n  
c o u ld  b e  t r a c e d  h is  f ig u re . H is  b r e a s t  w a s  t e e m ­
in g  w i th  e m o tio n  ; o n e  o v e n t  h a p p e n in g  so 
r a p id ly  u p o n  a n o th e r ,  i t  b e w ild e re d  h im  I t  w as 
t h e  g r e a te s t  d iff ic u lty  h e  c o u ld  p a y  e v e n  s e em in g  
a t t e n t io n  to  t h e  s u b je c t  o f t h e  d u c a ’s a d d re s s  to  
h im , e v e n  th e u g h  t h e r e  w a s  in  i t  m a t t e r  t o  s u r ­
p r is e  h im . T h e  y o u n g  e a r l  p e rc e iv e d  th e  d is ­
t r a c t io n  o f h i s  m a n n e r ,  a n d  p re s s in g  h i s  a rm  
s h a rp ly ,  m a d e  a  r e p ly  to  t h e  d u c a  b e fo re  a n y  
e m b a r ra s s in g  s iie n c e  o c c u rre d .

te s t im o n y  t o  t h e  g r e a tn e s s  o f  i t s  in f lu e n c e  c a u  
p e rh a p s  b e  o ffe re d  t h a n  t h a t  t h e  c o s tu m e  o f u s  
o fficers  se c u re s  fo r  t h e m  a n  in t r o d u c t io n  in to  
a n v  c irc le  of so c ie ty .”

A rn o ld  b o w e d  to  t h e  c o m p lim e n t,  a n d  f e l t  
f la t te r e d .  H e  d id  n o t  i n q u ir e  in to  i t s  t r u t h ,  n o r  
d id  i t  s tr ik e  h im  to  d o  so  ; fo r  t h e  m a n n e r  in  
w h ic h  i t  w a s  d e liv e re d  w a s  s u c h  a s  to  c a r r y  c o n ­
v ic t io n  w i th  i t ,  e v e n  if  i t  h a d  b e e n  t h e  v e r ie s t  
f u s t i a n  post-ib le . H e  sa id , in  re p ly ,  “  P r a y ,  m y  
lo rd ,  a f t e r  so  d is t in g u is h e d  a  t r i b u te  to  m y  n a -  
иЪ п , p e r m i t  m e —a s  a n  in d iv id u a l  m e m b e r  o f  i t ,  
n o t  k n o w n  t o  f a m e —to  in q u ir e  b y  w h a t  s p e c ie s  
o f  m a g ic  y o u  b e c a m e  a c q u a in te d  w i th  m y  a r ­
r iv a l  h e re .  Y ou  w ill  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  a s to n is h ­
m e n t  w i th  w h ic h  I  h e a rd  y o u  m a k e  th e  r e m a rk  
a n d  n o t  to  b e  s u rp r is e d  a t  t h e  q u e s tio n , w h e n  
y o u  h e a r  f ro m  m e  t h a t ,  a  few  h o u r s  p re v io u s  to  
m y  d e p a r tu re  f ro m  E n g la n d ,  I  h a d  n e i t h e r  t h e  
in te n t io n  n o r  e v e n  t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a  v i s i t  to  
F lo re n c e .”

T h e  d u c a  la u g h e d  a  w e l l- a rr a n g e d  la u g h  : itk / 
d isp la y e d  h i s  h a n d s o m e  f a c e  to  a d v a n ta g e ,  a n d l l  
i t  a lso  e x h ib i te d  tw o  ro w s  o f  t e e t h  o f  p e a r ly  » 
w h i te n e s s —te e th ,  w h ic h  th e  y o u n g  e a r l  m e n ta l ly  
d e te r m in e d  w e re  th r e e - f o u r th s  fa ls e ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  
d u c a  n e i th e r  c h e w e d  to b a c c o  n o r  .sm oked , a c ­
c o m p lis h m e n ts  in  w h ic h  h e  w a s  p ro f ic ie n t .

T H E  B E L L S  O b ’ S T .  B O N I F A U E .

A S t o r y ,  S t r a n g e r  T h a n  F i c t i o n ,  o f U n­
p a r a l l e l e d  S u f f e r i n g s  an d  M arvellous
R e c o v e r y .

F r o m  th e  W in n ip e g  T im e s .

In  the annals of St. Boniface there ie no> 
more interesting or remarkable story than  
that of Rev. Father Goiffron. In  the winter 
of 1860, the reverend father was dispatched 
on a mission to Pembina. Нб started on 
horseback. The weather was intensely cold, 
and there was nowhere to find shelter on the 
sparsely settled country of th a t day. As he 
drew пѳаг to the end of his journey, he felt 
that he was succumbing to the cold. But 
notwithstanding that he felt his legs and feet 
freezing, he pushed on as quiokly as his be­
numbed horse would perm it him . When 
within three or four miles from Pembina his 
horse fell dead on the roadside. To add to 
the father’s other misfortunes, a severe 
snowstorm came on. W rapping himself up 
as well as he could in his cloak, he crawled 
close to the dead animal in order to profit by 
any warmth it m ight contain. For five days 
he lay beside the beast, covered with snow, 
and satisfying the pangs of hunger by euoh 
pieces of fiesh as he could cut trom the frozod 
carcaes with his pocket knife.

On the fifth day he gave up all hopes of 
succor, and was about resigning himself to 
his fate, when ,he saw in the distanoe two 
horsemen riding оѵѳг the plains. Summon­
ing all his remaining strength he called ou t 
to them, and wàs fortunate in attracting their 
attention. They returned te where he lay, 
and as soon as they learned the circumstances 
of the case, one rode with all speed to Pem* 
bina while the other stayed with the priest. 
Finally a conveyance was procured and the 
half frozen man was taken to Pembina, whioh 
he reached in a desperate plight. In  order 
to save his life it was resolved to amputate 
theirozen  limbs. Surgery in the Northwest 
twenty years ago was of a very rude charaoter, 
and although tho operation in the reverend 
father’s case was performed with as muoh care 
as possible, it would have been called in these 
days a bungled job. Father Goiffron was re* 
moved to St. Boniface shortly afterwards, and 
was admitted to Bishop Taohe’s house. On 
the trip the bandages on the limb became 
disarranged, and he was apparently bleeding 
to death. ^ .

On December 23, 1860, preparations were 
actually being made for the funerah Wherf 
candles for uee at the service for the dead 
were sought for, it was found th a t the supply 
had run out, and a fire was lit in the Bishop’# 
kitchen, the house being then attaehed to> 
the cathedral, and a pot of grease put upon 
the stove with whioh to make the candle»» 
A quantity of grease happened to boil over* 
setting fire to the building. All efforts to  
extinguish the flames proved unavailing, an<£ 
the occupants of the house turned their stten* 
tion to saving suoh effects as they could. 
Father Goiffron lay upon the m attrass, whioh 
was steeped in blood from the bleeding limb. 
The flames made rapid progrebs, and he was 
in danger of being burned to death. The 
priests at once set about removing him 
from the blazing building. He objected at 
first, saying that he m ight as well be burned 
to death in the house as to die of oold out­
side, but notwithstanding his protestations 
the m attrass was borne out and placed in 
the snow. The change to the intense oold 
of the open air had the effect 
of checking the hemorrhage, and to 
the surprise of all, the Father rallied, and 
being removed to one of the church 
buildings began to improve. Later, 
he was taken in charge by the Sisters. When 
able to leave his bed he made a crutoh for 
himself and was able to get around with tol­
erable ease. He lived in St. Boniface a year 
and was then sent to St. Paul, where he has 
labored ever since.

A few weeks ago, about nine o ’olook afe 
night, Archbishop Tache heard some one. 
stamping on the door step. Sending to en­
quire the cause of the noise, he was surprised! 
to hear tha t Father Goiffron had oome back 
to see him after an absenoe of twenty one 
years. He is now sixty-four years of age 
When he was in St. Boniface before, there 
were no railways nor any тэап в  of convey­
ance save, by Eed River casts and canoes. 
The Father came up from Emerson by team, 
bnt instead of getting off at St. Boniface he 
camo over to this city. Making enquiries for 
the Archbishop’s he was told that he would 
have to go down the track again. He 
walked the whole distance from Winnipeg 
and arrived at the archbishop’s as mentioned 
above. He was the guest of his Grace for 
several days and returned about a week ago 
to St. Paul.'

o f  m y  i r io n d  a u d  o n  m y  o w n  p a r t ,  s a y  t h a t  w e 
w ill  p la c e  o u rse lv e s  a t  y o u r  c o m m a n d .”

“ I  t h a l l  b e  g ra t if ie d  w i th  t h e  h o n o r ,” s a id  L o r d  
A rn o ld ,—“ b e g g in g  o u ly  p e rm is s io n  to  r e t i r e  to  
m y  h o te l  to  c h a n g e  th o  u n d re s s , w h ic h , w i th o u t  
c o n s id e ra t io n ,  I  d o n n e d  th i s  m o rn in g *  fo r  d re s s  
f i t  to  b e  se e n  in .”

4 I  c a n n o t  s p a re  y o u , m y  lo rd ,” r e tu r n e d  
t h e  d u c a  ; “ a n d , ex c u se  m e , t h e  c o s tu m e  
o f a n  E n g l is h  n a v a l  officer, e v e n  th o u g h  i t  be 
u n d re s s , is  a  p a s s p o r t  ю  a n y  so c ie ty —a t  l e a s t ,  
o n  th e  C o n t in e n t .  I f  y o u r  n a t io n  ia  n o t —p a rd o n  
me—loved, it is at least respected ; and no better

BRADSTRbiETS W E E K L Y  RE­
PORT.

New Y o r k , Nov. 3.—Tho general distribua 
tion of merchandize thoughout the United 
Beates as reported by special telegrams to* 
Bradstreet’s, while continuing to move 
rapidly is evidently of notably less volume 
than at the correspondiKg time last year* 
The iron trade is weaker than when last re­
ported, and pig iron has been cut in several 
instances. The trouble with the iron trade 
appears to have been an over estimate of the 
consuming demand. The certificate for 
crude petroleum advanced rapidly to day 
owing to the removal of the heavy carrying 
rates west and the effects of the October г<к 
port of oppression in the oil regions* 
quotations reached ninety-nine and one-half 
cents. Early in the afternoon predictions of 
dollar oil wore froely made. Exports of 
grain and petroleum on tim e are practically 
at a stand still, while the shipments 
of cotton are heavy. The October 
cotton report published by Bradstreets’ to­
morrow states that the weather during the 
month has been exoellent, and the promise 
now is for a large crop. The prices of wheal 
are falling, and those ef corn, owing to - 
smaller receipts have advanced. The failures 
in tbe United States during the week num« 
ber 154, or 17 more than  in the preceding 
week, and 19 more than  in the corresponding 
week laet year. The failures have been 
larger than for sometime past. Canada had. 
21, an increase of 7.

—The sale of the Nashobah estate, near 
Memphis, recalls the fact that it was onoe th e  
property of Fanny Wright, an accomplished, 
elegant, and ecoentrio woman, who had tried 
a philanthropic plan for educating negroes^ 
This was in 1825,and the result was a failure. 
A sister, named Sylvia, m arried a boorish, 
ignorant, brutal, and handsome farm  hand in» 
the plaoe, who abused her, and finally diж$иг? 
her baok to England. The property rem ained 
in the Wright family until a few days ago, 
though managed by an agent.

—According to the newspapers of Rio 
Janeiro, writing at the eleventh anniversary 
of the passing of the law of emancipation of 
1871, tbe effect of th a t measure has been 
singularly beneficial to the material and 
moral development of the country. In  thoee 
eleven years more than  60,000 slaves have 
been spontaneously freed by their masters 
without compensation, while the States have 
given liberty to more than 11.000. During 
the same period 280,000 children of slaves 
have been born free, and the oost to the State 
of emancipation up to the present time has 
been nearly #4,000,000.


