
H A P P Y  A T  L A S T .

B y  t h e  A u t h o r  o f  “ L o s t  i n  t h e  W in n l n p r , ” 
“ A  L e a f  t r o m  a  L i f e , ” e t c .

C H A P T E R  I I
T H E  C O T T A G E .

S e a to n ’s c o tta g e  w a s  s i t u a te d  u p o n  a  h i l l s id e  
n o t  f a r  f ro m  t h e  w< <od ; n a y  i t  m ig h t  a lm o s t  be 
s a id  to  b e  s k i r t in g  i t .  I t  p o s s e t e d  a  g a rd e n  a t  
b o  h  b a c k  a n d  f ro n t ,  a n d  b o th  w e re  w e ll  s to r e d  
w i th  f lo w ers . A t  t h e  b a c k  t h e r e  w e re  so m e  o u t ­
h o u se s , w h e re  S e a to n , in  b a d  se a so n s , p la c  d  
th e  p h e a s a n t s  a n d  p a r t r id g  s  eggs, w h i h  h e  
o b ta in e d  f ro m  t h e  p re se rv e s , a n d  p u t - h e m  b e­
n e a th  h e n s , to  h a tc h  a n d  r e a r ,  t u r n in g  ths» b i rd s  
i n to j th e  w o o d s a s  so o n  a s  t h e y  w e re  a b le  to  ta k e  
c a re  of t i ie m s e  vos a n d  t n u s  k e  -p ing  u p  a  g  -od 
s to c k  o f  g a m e . T h «  o n ly  o tn ex  r e s id e n t  o f t h e  
c o tta g e  w a s  A m y. A n  e ld e r ly  w o m a n  f ro m  a  
f a r m  a t  n o  g r e a t  d is ta n c e , c a m e  d a ily  со t h e  c o t  
t a g e —f r  S e a to n , fo r  s o m e  r e a s o n  w h ic h  h e  n e v e r  
h in te d ,  w  u ld  n o t  p e r m i t  A m y  t o  d o  a n y  m e n ia l  
w o rk  w h a te v e r  ; a n d  u n d e r  h-- s a m e  iu  f lu en ce , 
h e  h a d  p l a c e d h e r  fo r  s e m e  y e a rs  a t  a n  e x c e l e n t  
e s ta b l is h m e n t  fo r  y o u n g  la d ie s  a t  B u x to n , w h e re  
s h e  h a d  r e c e iv e d  a n  e d u c a t io n  m u c h  a b o v e  h e r  
s t  t io n . Tt  w a s  t h is . i n d e e d ,  w h ic h  g a v e  h e r  so  

m u e  i e le g a n c e  a n d  r e l in e  m o n t of m a n n e r ,  a n d  
c a u s e d  t h e  h u m b le  d w e llin g  a n d  i t s  f i t t in g  a p  
p o in tm e n ts  t o  se rv e  a s  a  fo il  t«. h e r .  I t  w a s  t h i s  
w h ic h  a d d e d  t o  t h e  r e m a rk a b le  lo v a b le  l in  s  of 
h e r  f- a t  r e s  a u d  b e a u ti fu l ly  m o d e lle d  f rm n e , 
so  p o w e rfu lly  im p resH ed  a n d  in f lu e n c e  > A rn o ld .

A th o u g h  b o ru  in  so h ig h  a  s p h e r« , a n d  s u r ;  
r o u n d e d  w i th  a l l  t h e  e le g a n c ie s  a n d  lu x u r ie s  o f 
h ia  s ta t io n ,  h e  h a d  b e e n  t h r  w n  a m o n g  ro u g h  
c o m p a n io n s ,  a n d  in  a  d a i ly  r o u t in e  w h ic h  m a d e  
c o n t  t c t  w i th  o n e  во g e n tle  a n d  so  re a l ly  lad v  liko , 
b e c a u s e  so  u n a ffe c te d , o r ig in a te  a  s n s e  t h a t  h e  
w a s  i n  t h e  р ге ь е п с е  o f o n e  s u p e r io r  t o  h im  elf. 
H  c o u ld  n o t  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  contem -. t  h is  
f a t h e r  d isp la y e d  fo r  h e r .  W h e n  sp e a k in g  o* h e r,  
h e  c o u ld  u n  e r s ta n d  i t  a s  r e la t iv e  to  h e r  p o s itio n , 
b u t  n o t  t o  h e r .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  s h e  w o u ld  g ra c e  a u y  
p o s i t io n  ; a n d  a s  fo r  t u e  L a d ie s  B la n c h e  a n  
% e c i e, h i s  s is te rs ,  w h v  t h e  f a  t  w as, h e  c o u ld  
n o t  h e lp  f e e l in g  q u i te  s u re  t h a t  s h e  w a s  m o  t  l ik e  
t h e  iu e a  o f a  lad y  o f t i t le ,  o f  t h e  t h r e e

A ll t h i s  h e  r e h e a r s e d  in  h i s  m in d , w h ile  h is  
f a t h e r  w a s  r e c o v e r in g  f ro m  h is  sw o o n  o c c as io n e d  
b y  th e  m e n t io n  o f t h e  n a m e  o f t h e  C o u n t s* a  
m y s te ry ,  b y  t h e  w ay. w h ic h  g r e a t ly . p u z  
z le d  A rnold , w h o  c o u ld  o n ly  p re s u m e , w i th  a  
s h u d d e r  o f  h o r ro r ,  t h a t  s o m e  d re a d fu l  
t a l e  o f  s h a m e  l a y  b e n e a th  i t .  I t ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  d e te r m in e d  h im  in  n o t  r e s ig n in g  
A m y  ; h e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  e q u a l  to  t h e  s a c ­
r if ic e , a n d  if  h i s  i f a th e r ,  h i s  s is te rs ,  a n d  
E u s ta c e ,  r e fu s e d  t o  re c e iv e  h e r ,  t h e y  sh o u ld  
n o t  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  o f re c e iv in g  h im . H e  r e ­
m a in  d  w i th in  a l l  t h a t  < ay , b u t  h e  fo u n d  h i  -  
s e lf  o n  t h e  m o rro w  un-«ble to  r e m a in  a w a y  f ro m  
A m y ;  a n d  so  w i th o u t  a  w o rd  t o a n v  o n e , h e  
f l ip p e d  off t o  t h e  c o t t a  o, p u rp o s i .  .g to  se e  h e r  
r e l a t e  a l l  t h a t  h a d  t i  u u s p ir e d  b e a  h e r  t s  c o n s e n t  
t o  a n  im m e d ia te  m a r r ia g e ,  a n d  ae  s. ю п a s  p o ss i­
b le  f t e r  i t  h e  w o u ld  jo in  a n o th e r  s h  p . H o  w o u ld  
r e m  in  a w a y  u n t i l  h e  n a d a t t& u ie d  h i s  m u jo r i ty  
a n d  th e n  h e  w o u ld  r e t u r n ,  c la im  h e  in  t h e  fa c e  
o f  t h e  w o rld  a n d  a  fig  l o r  w h a t  a n y b o d y  sa id . 
T h a t  w a s  h i s  e c h em e  ; h e  w a- d e lig h te d  w i th  i t  
—i t  w a s  ьо s im p le  a n d  so  e a s i ly  c a r  ie d  o u t .  H e  
o v e r lo o k e d  o n e  t h in g  e s s e n t ia l  t o  i t s  su c ce ss  a n d  
t h a t  w as t h e  c o m p lic i ty  of A m y; b u t  s u c h  a n  
id e a  a s  h e r  d i s s e n t  t  i t  n e v e r  c ro s se d  h im , so  b e  
h u r r i e d  d o w n  to  t h e  c o tta g e  to  se e  h e r  a n d  a r ­
r a n g e  h e  d e ta i ls  w i th  h e r

O n  h i s  r r i v a l  h e  h a d  e a r n e d  t h a t  S e a so n  h a d  
g o n e  u u  t o  t h e  h a l l ,  h a v in g  b e e n  s u d d e n ly  
s e n t  fo r  b y  t h e  e a r l .  H f  h a d  b e e n  p u z z lin g  
h i s  b r a in  f o r  a  p la n  to  g e t  r id  of h im ,  a n d  lo  1 
t h e  t h in g  w a s  d o n e . A m y  s e e m e d  so  g lad  
t o  see  h im  ; a n d  a s  h e  k ise e d  h e r  s m a l l  ru b y  
l ip s ,  h e  a e k e d h e r  if  s h e  h a d  m is s e d  h im .  S h e  
—w h o  th o u g h t  f  h im  in  th e  e a r ly  m o rn ,  t u e  
d a y lig h t ,  e v e n tid  , w lit-n s h  i la y  d o w n  to  
p o se , w h o  b r e a th e d  h is  n . m e  in  h e r  p r a y e r s — 
s a w  h im  in  h e r  d r e a m s —s h e  m is s  h im  ? H e  w as 
a  c> -n inu*d  p re s e n c e  to  h e r —a  s e c r e t  t re a s u re ,  
w h ic h , m is e r- l ik e , e h e  w o u ld  r e i i r e  to  a  nook , 
a n d  u n se en , g lo a t  o v e r—a n  id o l f o r  m e n ta l  a d o r  
a t io n .  S h e  m .s s  b im  ? T h e  v e ry  h u p p o s it io n  
b r o u g h t  t e a r s  i n to  h e r  «-yes A m  Id  k isse d  th e m  
off, a n d  w i th  h i s  n a tu r a l  im p e tu o s i ty ,  to ld  h e r ,  
a n d  u n f o r tu n a te ly ,  in  to o  p l a i n  w o rd s , a l l  t l i a .  
h a d  t r  in s p i r e d  b e tw  e n  h im  a n d  h i s  f a t h e r .  
T h e n  h e  s k e tc h e d  o u t  h . s  p la n  w t h  r a p id  e n u n ­
c ia t io n ,  e n la rg in g  u p o n  i t  w i th  e n  h u s ia s m , a n d  
s u b m i t t in g  i t  to  h e r  w i th  a  lu ll  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  
i t  w o u ld  c o m m a n d  h e r  u n q u a li f ie d  a p p  o b a tio n . 
H e  d id  n o t  n o tic e , a s  h e  w e n t  o n  w i th  h is  n a r r a ­
t io n  o f  t h e  t e n i b l e  in te rv ie w  w h ic h  h a d  t -  k e n  
p la c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  e n r l  a n d  h im , t h a t  th e  
s m ile  f  to n d  d e v o tio n  w i th  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  a t  
f ir s t  r e g a rd e d  h im  fa d e n  a w a y —a n d  s h e  g rew  
p a ie ,  H .d  s i le n t,  a n d  m o tio n le s s  ; a u d i t  w as o u ly  
j u s t  e re  h e  h a d  f in is h e d  h is  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u tu r e ,  
t h a t  t  e  h e a v y  f a l l  o f  h e r  h e a d  u p o n  h i s  s h o u .-  
d e  d t ew  h is  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  h a d  
sw o o n e d .

Ov- rw h e lm e d  w i th  a g o n y  a n d  a la r m  a t  
t h e  d isc o v e ry , h e  s ta g g e re d  a n d  n e a r ly  fe n ,  
b u t  r e c o v e r in g  h im s e lf  b y  a  s tro n g  e x e  t io n ,  
h e  b o re  h e r  g e n tly  t o  a  b e n c h  w i th o u t  t h e  
c o tta g e  d o o r , a n d  la id  b e r  t a e r e .  H e  o b ta in ­
e d  s o m e  c o ld  w a te r ,  b a th e d  h e r  te m p le s , a- d  
‘g r a d u a l ly  s b e  e x h ib i te d  s ig n s  of r e iu r n in g  
c o n sc io u sn e ss .  A t l e n g th  s h e  w a s  s u ff ic ie n t­
l y  r e s to re d  to  b e  c o n d u c te d  in to  t h e  c o tta g  - a n d  
th e n  e n s u e d  a  sc en e  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  y o u n g  
c re a tu re s ,  o f p a in  a n d  a g o n y , s u c h  a s  i s  r a r e ly  
w i tn e s s e d —w e 1 t h a t  i t  i s  s o l—i n  a  l i f e -p d g n

A m y  S e a t  л  h a d  a w a k e d  f ro m  a  d r e a m  o f  
h e a v e n .  T h e  p ro g re s s  o f  h e r  l ik in g  in to  lo v e  fo r  
A rn o ld  h a  b e e n  i m p e r c e p t ib le  ; i t  h a  . o r ig in a te d  
i n  h i s  k in d  a n o  c o r te o u s  m a n n e i  t o  h e r ;  i t  h a i  
b e e n  f o s t  r e d  b y  n is  b e a m in g  ey es, h i s  h a n d s o m e  
m  n ly  face , a n d  s t r e n g th e n e d  a s  m u c h  b y  t h  
n o b i l i  у o f b is  c h a r a c te r  a s  by  h e  inc> e a se d  f ie  
q u e o c y  o f h i s  v is i ts  a n o  h i s  d i re c t  a s s a u l ts  u p o n  
h e r  a ffe c tio n s  T h e  p ro ce ss  o f r ip e n in g  a ffe c tio n  
h a d  b e e  . in- is t  b l is s fu l  ; t h e  d - s p a r i iy  о  p o s it io n  
h a d  n - t  o n c e  r e a r e d  i t s  b a n e fu l  h e a d  to  d i s tu r b  
h e r  jo y  i n  h i s  ь о с - e ty :  b u t  n o w  i t  s u r ro u n d e d  
b o tu  ik e  a  s u d d e n  tem ,< e s t-c lo u d , a n d  d e n o te d  
i t s  p r e s e  ce  b y  « t h u n d e r b o l t .

A m y h a d  o v e tlo o k e u  i t ,—n a v , i t  h a d  n e v e r  p r e ­
s e  t e d  i ts e lf  to  h e r  -  'O m c h o w  s h e  h  d  n o t  f e l t  
h e rs e lf ,  w h i le  i n  A rn o ld ’s s o c ie ty , to  b e  o f in fe r io r  
c o n d it io n  to  h i  n—e d u c a t io n  .-,d  d o n e  t h a t  f  r  
h e r  ; b u t  i t  b u r s t  u p o n  h e r  w i th  »ull fo rc e . S h e  
s a w  a  f e a r fu l ly  v iv id  l ig h t  th ro w n  u p o n  t b e  w id e  
s p a c e  w h ic h  s e p a r a te d  t h e m —h e , a  lo rd  a n d  th e  
h e ir - a p p a r e n t  t o  a  c o ro n e t  sb e , a  g a m e k e e p e r ’s 
d a u g h te r .  I t  d id  n o t  a-« m it o f a rg u m e n t,  o f 
re f le c t io n , o f  a u g h t  b u t  s u n d e r in g  t h e  c o n n e x ­
io n  e x is t in g  b e tw e e n  th e m ,  th o u g h  h o r  h e a r t ­
s tr in g s  s n a p p e d  in  t h e  a c t .  T h r o u g h  h e r  b l in d ­
in g  te a r s  s h e  to ld  h i .n  so; w h ile  h e  in  a  p a ro x y s m  
o i  e x c ite m e n t ,  r e p u d ia te d  s u c h  a  p ro c e e d in g  a s  
im p o s s ib le  im p r a c t ic a b le  H e  u rg e d , e n tr e a te d ,  
im p lo re d  h e r  t o  b e  p r iv a te ly  m a r r ie d  to  h im , b u t  
s h e  s te a d f a s t ly  re fu s e -». H e  t a u n t e d  h e r  w ith  
n o t  lo v in g  h e r .  O h  1 h o w  t h a t  t a u n t  w ru n g  b e r  
h e a r t .  N o t lo v e  h im  ! W h y , t h e n  h e r  t e a r s ,  h e r  
a g o n y , h e r  d re a d fu l  m e n ta l  d is t r e s s  ? S u c h  a  
c h a rg e  w a s  c ru e l ,  a n d  h e  k n e w  i t .  a n d  w i th d re w  
i t  a lm o s t  a s  so o n  a s  u t te r e d ,  fo r  h e r  h y s te r ic a l  
e m o tio n , w h e n  h e  m a d e  i t ,  to o  powe> fu l ly  p ro v e d  
t h e  c o n tr a ry .  Y e t  sh e  r e m a in e d  f irm  a g a in s t  a l l  
t h e  a rg u m e n ts  t b e  a p p e a ls  a u d  e x h o r ta t io n s  h e  
e m p lo y e d  t o  in d u c e  h e r  to  adop> t h e  p la n  h e  h a d  
m a r k e d  o u t  ; a n d  a f t e r  h e  h a d  w o rk e d  u p o n  h e r  
s tr o n g  lo v e  w i th  a l l  t h e  in f lu e n c e  i t  w a s  p o ss ib le  
f o r  h im  t o  p o sse s s  o v e r  h e r  w ill, t h e  i n t  rv ie w  
w a s  b r o u g h t  t  a  c lo se  b y  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h a t  
th e y  s h o u ld  s ta n d ,  a s  n o w , in  t h e  s a m e  r e la t io n  
t o  e a c h  o th e r ,  u n t i l  h i s  r e tu r n  f ro m  se a , to  w h ic h  
h e  d e te r m in e d  im m e d ia te ly  to  r e p a i r ,  a n d  h o  
h a d  a t t a in e d  h i s  m a jo r i ty  T h e n ,  m a s t e r  o f h is  
o w n  a c tio n s ,  i f  h e  r e m a in e d  in  so u l a n d  s p i r i t  a s  
n o w ,—if, s t i l l  lo v in g  h e r ,  h e  c la im e d  h e r  h a n d ,  
s h e  w o u ld  yi«Td to  h im , a n a  g iv e  u p  a l l  th e  
w o r ld  to  go  w i th  h im  w h e re  h e  w o u ld , a n d  b e  to  
b im .  in  a h  t im e s  a  d  u n d e r  a h  c ir c u m s ta n c e s ,  
f a i t h f u l  a n d  d e v o te d .

H e  p re s s e d  h e r  t o  h i s  h e a r t .
“  A n d  w il l  y o u , w h e n  I  a m  f a r  a w a y  o v e r  t h e  

w id e  s e a , A m y , r e m e m b e r  m e  a n d  b e  t r u e  to  
m e ? ” h e  s a id  w i th  p a s s io n a te  e a rn e s tn e s s  
“  L s t  n o  o th e r  a r m  e n c n ’c le  t h i s  d e a r  w a is f-, 
o t h e r  p re s»  th o s e  l ip s  a f t e r  m in e , fo r  ьо lo n g  
a n d  d r e a r y  a  t im e ,  h a v e  ta k e n  t h e i r  l a s t  k iss  f ro m  
t h e m .”

b n e  s l id  t h r o u g h  h is  a rm s  a n d  f a l l in g  o n  h e r  
k n e e s , r a is e d  h e r  h a n d s  u p w a rd ,  -ex c la im in g , 
“A s I  p ro v e  f a ls e  o r  t r u e  to  y o u . A rn o ld , so  h e a v ­
e n  a id  o r  d e s e r t  m e  I’

H e  к  e l t  b y  h e r  s id e , p a s s e d  o n e  a r m  r o u n d  
h e r  w a i  t ,  e x te n d e d  t h e  o th e r  h e a v e n w a rd  a n d  
s a id  e a rn e s t ly ,  “ M ay  I  p e r i s h  i n  t h e  m o m e n t  of 
a n t i c ip a t e d  e n jo y m e  t  i f  I  b e  n o t  t r u e  a n d  f a i t h ­
f u l  l o  y o u , A m y. o r  if  I  f o rg e t  o r  e v a d e  h e r e a f te r  
w h a t  I  h a v e  n o w  so  s o le m n ly  p ro m is e d  1”

O n e  p a s s io n a te  e m b ra c e  a n d  t h e y  p a r t e d  
p a r te d ,  a s  th e y  b e lie v e d , fo r  tw o  y e a rs ,  f o r  sh e  
h a d  s te a d f a s t ly  r e f u  e d  to  see  h im  a g a in  u n t i l  h< 
r e t u r  ied  t o  E n g la n d  e n t i t l e d  to  c la im  n e r  a n d  n< 
r e m a in - id  t r u e  to  h i s  fa i th .

H e  r u s h e d  i n  w ild  e* i t e m e n t  f ro m  t h e  c o tta g e :  
s h e  r e t i r e d  to  h e r  6 h a m b  r  to  k n e e l a n d  p r a y  a n d  
w e e p  t h e  lo n g , 1« n g  h o u r s  » w ay .

I n  t h e  m e a n w h ile  K ea to n  m a d e  h i s  a p p e a r ­
a n c e  a t  t h e  h a l l  a n d  w as u s h e re d  i r ï to  t h e  e a r l ’t  
s tu d y ,  w h  r e  t h e  p ro u d  n o b le , p a le  f ro m  h is  
r e c e n t  v is  t a t i o n ,  w a s  s e a te d  in  h i s  l ib r a ry  c h a ir  
t o  re c e iv e  h im .  A f te r  t h e  со  m o n  p r e l im in a r ie s  
o f  s u c h  a  m e e t in g  h a d  p a s se d , t u e  e a r l  sa id , 
“  S e a to n , I  h a v e  s e n t  fo r  y o u  r e s p e  t in g  th e  
s u d d e n  p a s s io n  L o rd  A rn o ld  h a s  c o n c e iv e d  fo r  
s h o o tin g . C a n  y o u  e x p la in  i t  ?”

“  N o, m y  lo rd ,” r e tu r n e d  th e  g a m e k e e p e r—a  
t a ‘1, e ld e r ly  m a n ,  о f r a t h e r  g r im  a s p e c t .

“ A re  y o u  s u re ,  S e a to n  ?”
“  Q u ite , m y  lo rd ,”
“  H a  i t  n e v e r  o c c u r re d  to  y o u  t h a t  t h e r e  

m ig h t  b e  a  h id d e n  m o tiv e , w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  
o n  t h e  s u rf a c e  ? ’

“  N o , m y  lo rd ,” r e tu r n e d  S e a to n .  “ L o rd  
A rn o ld  doe3  s e e m  fo n d  o f  t h e  s p o r t ,  a n d  h e  is  a  
g o o d  s h o t .”

“ B u t  t n e r e  is  a  s e c re t  c a u se  1” e x c la im e d  th e  
e a r l ,  w i th  e m ( h a s is ,  a n  I fix i g  h is  ey es  s te a d ­
f a s t ly  u p o n  S e a to n ’s fa c e  T h e  g a m e k e e p e r  
b e t r a y e d  n o  e m o t io n  u n d e r  t h e  in s p e c t io n  ; a  
s l ig h t  s m ile  o n ly  p a s se d  o v e r  h i s  f e a tu re s .

‘r L o r d  A rn o ld  is  v e ry  f ra n k ,  a n d  o p e n  in  h i s  
w a y ,” h e  s a id  ; “  a n d  I  h a v e  s e e n  n o  s e c re t  re a s o n  
f o r  h i s  f o n d n e s s  f u r  t h e  s p o r t ,  a n d  I  d o n ’t  b e lie v e  
t h e r .  i s  o n e  ”

“  T t h i s  ig n o ra n c e  r e a l  o r  a ffe c te d , S e a to n  ?”
“ I  d o n ’t  u n d e r s ta n d  y o u , m y  lo rd . W ill  y o u  b e  

so  g o d  a s  to  t-xplfi,in ?”
“ V . y  w И Г  S e a to n  y o u  h a y e  a  d a u g h te r —a  

y o u n g  a n d  p r e t ty  g ir l .”
“  W e d , m y  lo rd  !”
“ W e ll?  M y G od, m a n !  a r e  y o u r  e y e s  u o t  

o p e n e d  y e t ?  L o r d  A rn o ld  c o m e s  to  y o u r  co t-  
a  ; d o e s  h e  c o m e  to  se e  y- -u - r  y o u r  < '.aug- t e r  ? 
H e  t r o  Is w i 'h  h e r  a  o n e  in  t h e  w o o d s ; i s j i t  h i s  
fo n d n e s s  fo r  t h e  яр о  t ,  o f  b r in g in g  d o w n p h e a s -  
am ts  w ith  h i s  g u n  t h a t  m a k e s  h im  d o  t h i s  ?” 

x 'ne  g a m e  k e e p e r  s ta r te d ,  a  s b iv e r  r a n  th ro u g h  
h i s  f r a m e  h is  h a n d s  c le n c b e d  c o n v u l  iv e ly , a n d  
t h e  n o ise  o f b i s  g r a t in g  t e e t h  m ig h t  b e  d u t in c t l  
h e a rd .

4t O h  ! y o u  a re  b e g in n in g  t o  a w a k e  n o w , a re  
y o u  ?” a s k e d  th e  ear«.

‘ M y lo ro ,” s a id  t h e  g a m e k e e p e r  h o a rs e ly ,  
'•y o u r  so n  c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  ьо t re a c h e r o u s —su c h  
a  s c o u n d re l  a s  t o —”

T h e  e a r l  i n te r r u p t e d  h im  w i th  a  w a v e  o f th e  
h a n d .

“ T h o s e  a r e  h a r s h  e p i th e ts ,  a s  a p p lie d  to  m y  
so n , t h e  L o r d  A rn o ld ,”  h n  s a id , h a u g h ti ly ;  
a n d  t h e n  a d d e d , “ N o ;  h i s  l o rd s h ip  h a  n o t  so 
f a r  c o m m it te d  h im s e lf  a s  to  b r in g  r> :in  o n  th e  
g i r l  a n d  s h a m e  o n  y o u , t h a t  I  k n o w , b u t  y o u  a re  
q u i te  c o n sc io u s  t h a t  m a r r ia g e  .b e tw e e n
t h e m  is  o u t  o f  t h e  s p h e re  of p o s s ib il  - 
t y , a n d  th e r e fo r e ,  a s  a n y  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  
t h e i r  in t im a c y  is  l ik e ly  to  ^ n d  oi ly  i n  t h a t  
w e  w o u ld  b o th  w is h  to  a v o id , y o u  w il l  se e  th e  
n e c e s s i ty  o f  s e n d in g  h e r  a w a y  a t  o n ce , a n d  of 
k e e p in g  f ro m  L o r d  A rn o ld  a l l  p o s s ib i l i ty  of 
k n o  w hig  w h e re  sh o  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e y ed . As y o u  
o b e y  m e  iu  t h i s  so  w il l  y o u  w in  m y  f a v o r ,  a n d , 
m a r k  m e, S e a to u , r e s e rv e  y o u r  d a u g h te r 's  h o n ­
o r. G o o d  m o rn in g .”

S e a te n  b o w e d  s tiffly  a n d  l e f t  t h e  р гезеп се . H is  
b rem st V a s  lik o  a  r a g in g  c a u ld r o n  H e  h u r r i e d  
th ro u g h  t h e  p a  к  to w a rd s  h i s  c o tta g e .  H e  r e ­
m e m b e re d  s© m u c h  n o w —to o  m u c h .  I t  r e c u r r e d  
to  h im  t h a t  A m y  h a d  c h a n g e d  in  m a n n e r ,  h a d  
g r  w n  t h  u g h tfu i ,  a n d ,  i f  n o t  a b s o lu te ly  d u l  , 
s tr a n g e ly  a b s e n t  iu  m a n n e r .  H e  re c o lle c te d , 
to o , h o w  m u c h  m o re  3ho in d u lg e d  in  lo n e ly —a s  
h e  t h e n  th o u g h t—r a m b le s  in  t h e  w ood . G od  ! 
w h a t  m ig b t  h a v o  o.;cu- r e d  in  t h  ise r a m b l in g s  in  
t h e  w o o d ?  W h a t  c h a n c e  w o u ld  a  s im p le ,  i n n o ­
c e n t  g . r l  s 'a u d  again-it, t h e  w iles  o f o n e  w ho  h a i  
se- n so  m u c h  o t t h e  w o r ld , a n d  w a s  a  lo rd , to o !  
H e  tw ist-, d  h i s  h a n d s  in  h i s  h a i r ,  a n d  r a n f  r w a r d  
t o  o is  h o m e , u t te r in g  a  n o w l, fo rc e d  f ro m  h im  b y  
t h e  t o r t u r -» o f h i s  m  u d .  H e p r e s s e d  о  w a rd  
t h r o u g h  a  p o r t io n  o f t h e  p la n ta t io n  le a d in g  to  h is  
c o tta g e ,  a n o  m  a  w ild  a n d  lo n e ly  c o p s e  h e  e n ­
c o u n te re d  L o r d  A rno ld .

T h e  g la re  w h ic h  s h o t  in  S e a to n ’s e y e s  to ld  h im  
t h a t  a l l  w a s  k n o w n  S e a te n  s a w  t h a t  A rn o ld  
w a s  n«>w a w a re  o f  t h e  d isco v e ry .

‘ L o rd  A rn o ld ,” s h o u te d  S e a to n , “a r e  y o u  
n  t a n  in fa m  »us v i l l t  n . to  d e s tro y  th e  s a n c t i ty  
o f  m y  h o m e , r u in  m y  c h ild , a n d  b r e a k  m y  
h e a  t . ”

“ H ow  d a re  y o u  c h a rg e  m e  w i th  s u c h  in fa m y , 
o ld  m a n  ?” c r ie d  A rn o ld , h is  e y e s  s p a rk l in g  w i th  

. “  I  s a y ’t is  f a b e  !”
H o w  d a re  I  ? W h a t,  w i th  t r e a c h e r o u s  d e c  i t  

y o u  w o rm  y o u r se l f  i n to  m y  c o n fid e n c e , a n d  u se  
i t  to  c ru s h  m e  ? ’ r o a r e d  S e a to n , fo a m in g  a t  t h e  
m o u th .

S e a to n , y o u  a r e  m a d  1” c r ie d  A rn o ld , p a s s io n ­
a te ly .  ‘ I f  y o u  r e p e a t  s u c h  la n g u a g  , I  w il l  n o t  
a n s w e r  f o r  t h e  со se q u e n c e s . M y b lo o d  is  u p , 
a n -1 I  a m  a lm o s t  a s  m a d  a s  y o u  a r e —d o  n o t  m o v e
m e  f u r  oh e r ------ ’ ’

“ "-o t m o v e  y o u  1—n o t  m o v e  y o u —t h e  w o lf  
t h a t  l ia s  s to l  n  i n to  t h e  fo ld , a n d  d e v o u re d  th e  
f a i r e s t  la m b  ?”

“  S e a to n , I  w ill n o t  l is te n  t o  t h e s e  f r a n t ic  r a v ­
in g s  !” c r ie d  A rn o ld , h i s  l ip  q u iv e r in g , a n d  h is  
w h o le  f ra m e  c o n v u ls e d  w i th  p a s s io n . “ L e t  m e  
p a s s —s ta n d  a s id e  !”

“ N o —y o u  h a v e  fo u lly , b a s e ly  w ro n g e d  m e  !”
“ I  sw e a r  I  h a v e  n o t . ”
“ Liar 1”
W ith  a  y e ll  o f m a d  p a s s io n , A rn o ld  u p l i f te d  

a  R tick h e  b o re  i n  h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  i t  d e s c e n d ­
e d  w i th  a  t r e m e n d o u s  fo rc e  u p o n  t h e  h e a d  of 
S e a to n , w h o  fe l l  to  t h e  g ro u n d  a s  i f  s h o t,  i n ­
s e n s ib le 1 W i th o u t  c a s t in g  a  g la n c e  u p o n  
th e  p r o s t r a te  b o d y , A rn o ld  b o u n d e d  p a s t ,  e n ­
te r e d  t h e  c a s t le ,  a n d  r e t i r i n g  to  h is  r o o m , g av e  
w a v  to  a  t e r r ib le  e b u ll i t io n  of b i t t e r  g rie f . T h e n  
h e  p a c k e d  a  few  t h in g s  i n to  a  s m a l l  v a lise , 
h a s t i ly  ; g a v e  in s t r u c t io n s  to  h is  g ro o m  to  s .id -d e  
h i s  b lo o d  m a r e  a n d  a c c o m p a n y  h im  a n d  s h o r t ly  
a f te rw a rd s  l e  t  t »e l a  M< re  H a l l ,  a n d  m a d e  fo r  
t h e  ra i lw a y  s ta t io n  : h e r e  h e  d ism is s e d  h i s  g ro o m  
w ith  t h e  h o rse s , a n d  h e  w e n t  o n  a lo n e  to  L o n d o n .

W h e n  h e  f led  f ro m  t h e  c o p se , a  t e r  s tr ik in g  
S e a to n  to  th -  e a r th ,  h e  w as n o t  y e t  o u t  o f sight, 
w h e n  t h o  br a n c h e s  o f  so m e  y o u n g  t i e e s  w e re  
f o r - e d  a s id e  a n d  a  m a n  w i th  re o u ls iv e  f e a tu re s ,  
b u t ,  b y  h i s  a t t i r e ,  o n e  f  t h e  lo w e r  c la s s  o f m  li­
sais in  t h e  s e rv ic e  o f  t h e  e a r l ,  m a d e  h i s  a p p e a r  
a n c e .  H e  m a tc h e d  th o  r e t r e a t in g  f o rm  o f A r­
n o ld , a n d  w h e n  i t  w a s  l o s t  t o  s ig h t ,  h e  lo  к  d  
b a rd  a t  t h e  g a m e k e e p e r  w h o  la y  s e n se le ss  < n  t h e  
y ree n  sw a rd , t o e  b l  o d  s lo w ly  t r ic k lin g  f rd m  a n  
a b ra s i  n  o f t h e  s k in  up '*n  t h e  fo re h e a d -  

1 H e  is  o n ly  s tu n n e d ,” h e  m u t t e r e d  , “ a l th o u g h  
i t  w a s  a  t i  V -w hack I  w ish  i t  h a d  be* n  h a r d e r  
I  d o !  I ’d  a  b e a t  h i s  b r  i in  o u t ,  I  w o u ld  1 Y o u  g o t 
ш е  tw o  e a rs ,  a id  you, f o r p o a c h in  ? ' I  i n ’t  fo r  
u o t h a t  ! I  a in ’t  fo rg o t  t h a t  1 I  h a v e  sw o rn  to  
h a v e  m y  re v e n g e  n d  I  t h in k  i t ’s  c o m e  n o w  
r a t h e r  I So h e re  goes ! ”

T h e  ru ff ia n  d re w  f ro m  h is  p o c k e t  a  fo rm id a b le  
c la s p  k n ife , a n d  k n e l t  d o w n  b y  t h e  g a m e k e e p e r ’s 
s id e . d

“ D o n ’t  t e l l  a n y o n e , w il l  y e r  ?” h e  sa id , a s  h e  
ra is '-o  h i s  a rm , a n d  t h e n  p  u n g e d  t i  e  b la d e  o f t h e  
k n i  e u p  to  “t h e  h a f t  i n to  t h e  p r o s t r a t e  m a  ’s 
b r e a s t  ; h e  d re w  i t  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  b lo o d  s p u r te d  
o u t  l ik e  a  f o u n ta in  o v e r  t h e  a s sa s s i  ’s  fa c e  a n d  
h a n d s .  H e  u t te r e d  a n  e x c la m a t io n  of s ic k e n in g  
h o r ro r  : b u t  w h e n  h e  w a s  a b o  t  to  r e p e a t  th e  
b lo w , t h e  low , h o a rs e  b a rk  o f a  a ig e h o  n d  b ro k e  
o n  h is  o a r. H e  tu r n e d  r o u n d  w ith  a n  a ff r ig h te d  
lo o k  a n d  t h e n  le a p in g  to  b i s  fe  t  h e  h u r le d  t h e  
k n ife  r o m  h im , a n d  in u r  . u r iu g , w i th  a n  o a th ,  
“  O n e  o f  s e a to n ’s  d  gs—I  k n o w  h i s  to n g u e ,” h e  
t u r n e d  in to  t h e  w o o d s, a n d  fled.

C H A P T E R  H I .
T H E  E A B b .

W a rr e n  E a r l  D e  l a  M ore, a f t e r  th o  d e p a r tu r e  
o f b i s  g a m e  k e e p e r ,  s a t  a lo n e  in  h is  c h a m b e r ,p o n ­
d e rin g . T h e  p o s it io n  o f  a ffa ir s  in  w h ic h  h i*  e ld e s t  
soi- a n d  t h e  d a u g h t  r  o f th o  g a m e k e e p e r  w e re  t h e  
p r in c ip a l  a c to rs ,  o c c a s io n e d  h im  g r e a t  d isc o m ­
fo r t .  H e  lo c k e d  b -tck  in to  t h e  s o le m n  p a s t ,  a n d  
t n e  r e t r o s p e c t  w a s  a n y th in g  b u t  r e a s s u r in g .  T w o 
w e ll h e  re m o m b e re d  th o  o v e rw h e lm in g  in flu e n c e  
fe m a le  b e a  ty  h a d  o v e r  h im  i n  h i s  e a r ly  d a y s  ; 
w i th  b i t t e r n e s s  h e  lo o k e d  b  tck  to  t h e  t im e  w h e n  
t h e  c o u n se -s  o f f r ie n d s ,  tL>e com  m a n  s oi p a re n ts  
e v e n  t h e  p ro sp e c ts  o f u n h a p p in e s s ,  f a i le d  to  
e m a n c ip a te  b im  fro m  th e  f a s c in a t io n  o f a  love- 
l in  ss w h ic h  t h e n  a p p e a r e d  to  h im  t o  b e  s c a rc e ly  
m o r ta l .  W h a te x t e n  o f  o b e d ie n c e  w a s  h e ,  t h e r e ­
fo re , to  e x p e c t  f ro m  h i s  -o n , A rn o ld , w h o m  h e  
k n e w  t o  b e  se ifw il ed . im p e u u o u s  a n d  th e  c re a ­
t u r e  of im p u lse . H e  h a d  a i t h  in  h  s  n o b le  n a ­
tu re ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s ib le  c o n f id e r c e in  h is  h  n o r  
a n d  i  w a s  i h e  v e ry  e s t im a te  f t h e  b r ig h te r  p o r  
t io n  o f b is  c h a r a c te r  w h ic h  r a is e d  u p  w i th in  t h e  
e a r l  a  p a in f u l  fo re b  d in g  t h a t  A rn o ld  w o u ld , 
u p o n  d isc o v e r in g  t h  t  t h e  g ir- h a d  r e a l ly  m a -Ie 
h e rs e l f  t h e  m is tr e s s  of h i s  a ffe c tio n s , o ffe r  h is  
h a n d  t o  h e r ,  T h e  e a r l  h a d  to o  e le v a te d  a  n o t io n  
o f  t h e  s p le n d o r  o f  h i s  p o s i t io n  ; to o  цкееп a  se n se  
o f  h i s  r a n k  a n d  g r e a t  w e a l tn ,  to  beli- v e  t h a t  a n y  
g ir l  in  so  h u m b l  a  s p h e re  a s  A m y  S e a to n , w o u ld  
r e  u se  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  of b o in g  m a d e  a  l a d y  a t  

•once, w i th  t h e  fu ll  p ro s p e c ts  of b e c o m in g  а  
c o u n te s s  , w h ile  t i e  s e a  ii e  o f A rn o ld  w o u id  u n ­
f it  h im  to  b e  p ro p e r ly  a  ju d « e  o f  t h e  v a s t  d is p a r  
i ty  o f  t h e i r  r e la t iv e  p o s it io n s ,  t c  in d u c e  h im  to  
h e s i t a te  ta k in g  t h e  «-nly h o n o ra b le  6 tep  by  
w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  o b ta in  p o s  e s  io n  o f  th e  
p r iz e  c o v e !ed . T h e  e a r l ,  th e r e fo r e ,  fo rm e d  
th e  im m e d ia te  d e te r m in a t io n  o f s e v e r in g  th e  
c o n n e c t io n  a t  o n c e  e f f e c tu a lly  a n d  f o r  e v e r. H e  
w a s  n - t  q u i te  s u re  t h  t  S e a to n  h im s e lf  w o u ld  
n o t  b e  o a z z le d  b y  t h e  g l i t te r in g  p ro s  e c ts  a lm o s t  
w i th in  h i s  . la u g h te r ’s  g ra sp  ; h e  th e r e fo r e  s k e tc h ­
e d  o u t  a  p la n  u p o n  w h  c h  h e  d e  id e d  in s t a n t ly  
to  a c t.  t h e  p r in c ip a l  f e a tu re s  of w h ic h  w ere  to  
s e n d  A m y a b ro a d , c o m p le te ly  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  o f 
A rn o ld , a n d  t o  b e  a* h im . о  L o n d o n , in tro d u c e  
h im  to  t h e  s p le n d id  c irc le s  to  w h ic h  h i s  r a n k  e n ­
t i t l e d  h im  t o  d m is s io n  ; th ro w  h im  a m o n g  th e  
y o u n g  a n d  lo v e ly  f e m a le s  o f  h i s  o w n  sp h e re s  
e v e n  to  le a d  h im , b y  o th e r  h a n d s ,  t h ro u g h  a  
r o u n d  of d is s ip a tio n ,  so  ♦‘h a t  t h e  f a s c in a t io n  of 
A m y  m ig h t  b e  f o r g o t te n ;  o r  i f  r e m e m b e r e d  a  
sen-ie o f  h i s  o w n  u n f a i th fu ln e s s  m ig h t  a id  in  im ­
p e ll in g  h im  t o  s e p a r a te  h im s e lf  f ro m  h e r ,  n o  
m a t t e r  h o w  k e e n  m ig h t  b e  h i s  c o n sc ie n c e  o f  t h e  
u n w o r th y  c o u rs e  h e  h a d  p u r s u e d  to w a rd  o u e  
w h o m  t h u s  h e  m a d e  to  fe e l  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n o t  
“ lo v e d jh im  w ise ly , u t  to o  w e ll.”

B a r b a ro u s  a s  t h e  w h o le  s c h e m e  w a s . i n  so  f a r  
a s  A m y  w a s  c o n c e rn e d , th o  e a r l  s te r n ly  d e te r ­
m in e d  to  c a r r y  i n to  e x e c u tio n , a n d  p e r m i t  n o  
te a r s  o r  h u m a n  w e a k n e s s  t o  s te p  b e t  w een h im  
a n d  h i s  o b je c t .  T h e  g e n e ra l  p l a n  o n ce  
o ev ie e d , h e  re s o lv e d  t o  le a v e  t h e  d e ta i ls  
fo r  c ir c u m s  a n c e s , a s  t h - у  s h o u ld  a r is e  ; b u t  h e  
f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  o f lo s in g  n  - t im e  in  
th e  m a t t e r ,  a n d  p ro c e e d e d  d ire c t ly  t  - e n te r  u p o n  
th e  f ir s t  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  p l a  i b y  p a y in g  a  v is i t  
to  t h e  g a m e k e e p e i’s  c o tta g e , a n d  in  a n  i n te r  
v iew  w i th  A m y see h o w  f a r  h e  c o u ld  w o rk  u p o n  
h e r  fe e l in g s  to  in d u c e  h e r  t o  v iv e  u p  a l l  n o tions*  
o f  a n  a l l ia n c e  w i th  A rn o ld . H o  h a d  n o  v ery  
g r e a t  f a i t h  in  t h e  su c ce ss  o f  h i s  e r r a n d ,  fo r  h e  
k u o w  a s  w e ll a s  a n y  h u m a n  b e in g  b r e a th in g  t h a t  
lo v e  is  n o t  to  b e  t a k e n  on , o r  p u  off, a t  w ill  ; a n d  
th o u g h  h e r  s e n se  o f r e s p e c t  fo r  h i s  p o w e r , a lm o s t  
a s  s o v e re ig n  to rd  o v e r  t h e  a c t io n s  o f h i s  t e n a n t s  
m ig h t  in d u c e  h e r  t a c i t l y ,  o> o n  w ard ly , to  b e n d  
to  h i s  c o m m a n d ,  y e t  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  in f lu e u c e  o f 
th e  t e n d e r  p a ss  о  i w o u ld  e x h ib i t  i ts e lf  a s  soo .i 
ан h i s  b a c k  w a s  tu r u e d ,  a n d  t h e  d a n g e r  b o  a s  
g i e a  a s  e v e r .  B u t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  g i r l  w o u ld  b o a r  
t ro m  h is  o w n  l ip s  h is  in s u r m o u n ta b le  o p p o s i­
t io n  to  s u c h  a  p r e p o s te ro u s  a s  lie  с  n s id e re d  i t  
—a l l i a n c e ;  a u d  sh e  w o u ld  b e  m .d e  fu lly  to  u n ­
d e r s ta n d ,  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  a n y  e d d in g  m u s t  b e  
c la n d e s iiu e ,  b . i t  i lle g a l, a n d  e v e ry  e f fo r t  w o u ld  
b e  e m p lo y e d  o  se  it* a s id e . H e  w o u ld  le a v e  i t  to  
h e r  to  c< in s id e  w h e th e r  s h e  w o u ld  p e rs is t  iu  e n ­
ta i l in g  m is e ry  u p o n  h e rs e l f  a n d  h e r  f a  h e r —fo r  
h e  w o u ld  a t  o n c e  b e  d ism is s e d  w i th  ig n o m in y  
f ro m  t h e  se rv ic e  h e  h a d  h e ld  fo r  so  m a  y  y e a rs  
a n d  b in g  a ff l ic t io n  u  o n  a  f a m i ly  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
b e n e fa c to r s  t o  b e r  a n d  th o se  o u n e c te d  w ith  h e r  
f ro m  in fa n c y  t i l l  ow . A c o u rs e  o f a rg u m e n t  su c h  
a s 'tb i s  h e  h o p e d  w o u ld  o a v e  so m e  e ffo r t  a n d  h e  
q u i t t e d  t h e  c a s t le  h o p in g  to  f in d  A m y  a lo n e , o r  
p ro b a b -y  i n  th o  p re s e n c e  o f h e r  f a th e r ,  w b ic h , 
o f t h e  tw o  w a s  a n  e v e n t  h e  w o u ld  p e r h a p s  r a t h e r  
w is h  to  h a p p e n ,  a s  h e  th o u g h t  h e  c o u ld  c o u n t  
u p o n  S e a to n ’s a d v o c a c y  in  h i s  v iew s  ; u n le s s  h e  
h a d  s u d d e n ly  g ro w n  a m b i t ie u s  to  se iz e  u p o n  
w h a t  h e  m ig h t  im a g in e  w o u ld  b o  a  s p le n d id  
o p e n in g  fo r  h i s  d a u g h te r .  E v e n  t h e n  t h e  e a r l  
f a n c ie d  h e  k n e w  h o w  to  m a n a g e  h im .

H is  w a y  la y  t h r o u g h  th e  p ik ,  a n d  th e n c e  
a c ro s s  a  m e a d o w  in to  t h o  p l a n t a t i o n ,  t h ro u g h  
w o ic h  th e r e  w a s  a  b e a te n  t r a c k  le a d in g  t o  t h e  
c o tta g e  o f t h e  g a m e k e e p e r . H e  h a d  to  p a s s  th o  
co p se  w h e re  A rn o ld  h a d  u n h a p p i ly  enccra& tered  
S a a to n , a n d  o n  r c a c  -ing i t  w a s  s ta i  t l e a b y  t h e  
p ro lo n g e d  w ailiD g h o w l o f a  h o u n d —a  long , 
d re a ry ,  to r r ib le  c ry  i t  w a s , a n d  m a d e  h im  s h u rl- 
■ e r. H e  q u ic k e n e d  h i s  s te p , b u t  h e  d re w  o i.ly  
n e a r e r  to  t h e  so u n d , a n d  a  su d d e n  w in d  o f th e  
p a th  b r o u g h t  t o  h is  v iew  a  s ig h t  w h ic h  m a d e  h im  
q u a i l  a n d  g ro w  f a in t .

U p  n  th e  g ra s s , s t r e tc h e d  o u t  in  t h e  g r im  
a s p e c t  o f d e a th ,  la y  t h e  b o d y  ot h i s  g a m e k e e p e r , 
S e a to n , b lo o d  u p o n  h i s  fo re h e a d , b lo o d  w e lte r in g  
f ro m  h is  s id e  s lo w ly , i t  is  t r u e  b u t  s t i l l  w ee p ii g 
fr- m  t b e  w o u n d  m a d e  b  t h e  e a r l ’s  ru ff ia n  
e m is s a ry . A t  h i s  h e a d  r e c l in e  : a  f a v o r i te  lu r e  о e r, 
w h o  u t te r e d  th - m o u ru f u l  h o w l, a n d  w h  s e e m ­
e d  о c a s t  h is  la rg e  e y e  in  e a g e rn e s s  u p o n  th o  
e a r l ,  a s  th o u g h  t o  a s k  fo r  aid.

S h o c k e d  a n d  a lm o s t  te r r if ie d  t h e  e a r l  k n e l t  
d o w n  b y  th e  b o d y  a n d  s e iz e d  o n e  o f S e a to n ’s 
h a n d s ;  i t  w a  c le n c h e d , b u t  со 1 d  a s  m a r b le —life  
in d e e d  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  q u i te  e x tin c t .  A t  f ir s t  t h e  
t h o u g h ts  t h a t  e a to n h a d  c o m m it te d  se lf  de- 
s tru c ti i  *n c ro w d e d  i n to  h is  m in d  ; b u t  a  g la n c e  a t  
th e  p o s it io n  o f h i s  b o d y , a n d t h  m a r k s  o f  fe e t  
t r a m p l in g  d o w n  th e  g ra s s  w h e re  t h e  b- d y  la y , 
f  r b a d e  h im  f o r  a  m o m e n t  e n te r ta in in g  a n y  su c h  
s u p p o s it io n .  T h e  m a n  h a d  e v id e n t ly  be« n  m u r  
d e re - l;  b u t  b y  w h o m ?  H e  c la s p e d  h i s  h a n d s  
w ild ly  to g e th e r ,  a d d  i u s h e d  a t  o n c e  to  t h e  g a m e ­
k e e p e r’s c o tta g e  to  r a is e  a n  a la r  m  a n d  o b ta iu  
a s s is ta n c e .  A ll t h e  w h i le  h e  fled  t h o  q u e s tio n  
r u i  g  l ik e  н о т е  d re a d fu l  k n e ll  t h r o u g h  h is  e a r s  : 

W h o  h a s  d o n e  th is  m urd*  r ? ” a n d , w h e re fo re  
h e  k n e w  n o t ,  a  d r e a d  s e t t le d  o n  h i s  b r a i n —h is

h e a r t  ; h e  d a re d  n e t  t r y  to  t h in k  o r  a t t e m p t  to  
d isc o v e r  b y  w h o se  h a n d  t h i s  d re a d f u l  c r im e  h a d  | 
b e e n  c o m m itte d .

e v e n t  w h ic h  h a d  o c c u rre d  s h o u ld  h a v o  c o m e  to  
p a s s .

W h ile  t h e s e  t h o u g h ts  w e re  b u r n in g  th ro u g h
O u t  o f  th e  c o p se , t h r o u g h  t h e  ta n g le d  p l a n t a -  ! h i s  b r a in ,  a  f o o ts te p  a p p ro a c h e d  t h e  c o tta g e  ; a  

io n  t o  t h e  h i l l  id e , w h e re  s to o d  t h e  c o tta g e  o f sh a d o w ' d a rk e n e d  th e  d o o rw a y , a n d  t h e  f ig u re  ofti'
w h ic h  h e  w a s  in  q u e s t,  o n  h e  flew  ; o n  r e a c h in g  i t  
p a le ,  b r e a th le s s ,  h e  s ta g g e re d  u p  to  i t ,  a n d  p u s h ­
in g  o p e n  t h e  d o o r ,  e n te r e d .  T h e  a p a r t m e n t  
w a s  u n te n a n te d  ; h e  c a lle d  b u t  n o  r e p ly  
w a s  m a d e  ; h e  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  in to  th o  
b a  к  ro o m s . h e  s e a r c h e d  t h e  o u t .  
b u ild in g s . N o  o n e  w a4  tb e r e .  H e  r e tu r n e d  to  
t h e  f r o n t  r o o m , a n d  w a s  a b o u t  t o  a s c e n d  to  t h e
c h a m b e r  a b o v o , in  t h e  h o p e  y e t  t o  m e e t  s o m e  i den.bL =w , h a d  c o m e  to  o ffe r  h e r  a id ?  
o n e  w h -> w o u ld  a id  h i  in  r a is in g  a n  a la rm ,w h e n  4 l a m  a  f r ie n d , m y  lo rd , t o  A m y  S e a to n —a  
l ie  o b s e rv e d  a  sh a -io w  f a l l  u p o n  t h e  w in d o w . H e  | n e a r  a n d  d e a r  o n e ” sh e  r e p l ie d  ; t i l l  k e e p in g  
tu r n e d  h i s  e y e s  t h i t h e r ,  a n d  th ro u g h  t h d i a -  h e r  f a c e  c lo se ly  c o n c e a le d  “ I t  i s  w i th  p a in  I  
m o n d  p a n e s  h e  o b s e rv e d  th e  sa llo w  a n d  le a r n  f ro m  y o u  t h a t  s  :e i s  i l l ,  b u t  b e  a s s m e d

a  w o m a n  c lo se ly  m u ff le d  m  t r a v e l in g  a t t  r e  e n ­
te re d . T h e  e a r l  t u r n  od  t o w a r d - h  r ,  a n d  a s  s h e  
c a u g h t  s ig h t  o f  h is  fa c e  s h e  s ta r te d  a n d  r e t r e a t e d  
tw o  o r  t h r e e  s te p s , u t t e r in g  a  f a i n t  e x c la m a t io n  
o f  s u rp r ise .  «

T h e  e a r l  w a i te d  f o r  h e r  fo  s p e a k , b u t  a s  sh e  d i 
n o t  d o  so , h e  in q u ir e d  w h e th e r  s h e  w a s  a  f r ie n d  
o f  A m y ’s  w h o , p e r h  >ps h a v in g  h e a r d  h e r  sud-

re p u ls iv e  f a c e  o - t h e  m a n  h e  h a d  e m p lo y e d  to  
t r a c k  t  e  f o o ts te p b  o f  h i s  son  A rn o ld , a n d  rep o < t 
to  h im  f a i t h iu l ly  h i s  e  > e iy  a c t io n  

I t  w a s  a  r e l ie f ,  n o tw i th s ta n d in g  t h e  m a n ’s 
h a n g -d o g  v isa g e , to  se e  h im .  T h e  e a r l  b e c k ' l ie d  
h im  h a - t i ly  : u n d  th e  m a n  g iv in g  a n  u n e a s y  lo o k  
t o  r ig h t  a n d  l e f t  o b e y e d  th e  su m m o n s .

“ I  w a n t  \ ou , s t a r k , ” e x c la im e d  th o  e a 11, “  to  
h u n t  p  s o m e  o f  m y  p e o p le  t  y o u r  u tm o s t  s.peed. 
A fo u l  c r im e  h a s  b e e n  c o m m itte d .”

“ W h a t,  m y  lo rd .” e x c la  m e d  t h e  f e l  o w , in  a  
v o ice  w h ic h  w a s  b u t  a  h is s in g  w h isp e r,—“d id  y o u  
c o m e  h e re  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o p se  ?”

“  I  d id .’*
“ A n d  y o u  s a w ------------”
“ A h u m a n  b o d y  ly in g  t h e r e —a  m a n  w h o  h a s  

b e e n  m u rd e re d .  Y o u  k n o w  o f th is ,  S ta rk  ?”
* I  a m  s o rry  to  sa y  I  d o , m v lo rd .”
“ S p e a k  o u t ,  m a n  ! W h a t  h a v e  y o u  t o  sa y  ? 

D o  y o u  k n  *w w h  > i t  is, w h o  l ie s  t n e r e  m u rd e r e d ? ’ 
I  do , m y  lo rd  ?”
A nd v o u d id  n u t  s u m m o n  h e lp ? ”
N o  !” .
W h e re fo re , f e llo w  ? A w ay  w i th  y o u r  m is e ry , 

a n d  t e l l  m e  a l l  y o u  know '.”
T h e  m a n ,  S ta rk ,  t u r n e d  h i s  w h i te  fa c e  a n d  

s ic k ly  e y e s  r o u n d  t h e  ro  m  ; h e  p e e re d  o u t  o f t h e  
w indow , h e  e v e n  s tro d e  to  t h e  d o o r , a n d  lo o k ed  
in  a l l  d i r e c t io n s  t h e n  h  -• r e tu r n e d  to  t h o  e a r l  
a n d  s a id —

‘ H a s  y o u r  lo rd s h ip  n e rv e  e n o u g h  t o  k n o w  
a l l  ?”

W h a t  a re  y o u  d r iv in g  a t ,  S ta rk ,” c r ie d  t  h e  
e a r l ,  a  d rea> ifu l a p p re h e n s io n  ta k in g  p o sses s io n  
o f h im .  “ S p e a k  o u t  a t  onco , a - 1  c o m m a n d  y ou , 
a u d  s u m m o n  a s s is ta n c e .”

“ Y o u r  lo rd s h ip  m u s t  n o t  b la m e  m e , th e n ,  i f  
t h e  d isc  u r s e  d o e s  n o t  p ro v e  a g re  a b le ,” s a id  
S ta rk ,  lo o k in g  u p  b e tw e e n  h i s  b e e tl in g  b ro w s  a t  
h im .

G o o n ,” e x c la im e d  t h e  e a r l ,  d r a w in g  a  d e-'p  
b r e a th ,  a n d  tu r n in g  d e a d  у  c o ld  a t  s u g g e stio n s , 
w h ic h  in  s p i te  o f  h im  e lf . w o u  id  p r e s e n t  t h e m ­
se lv e s  t^ h im ,  a s  h e  t r i e d  to  th in k ,  w i th o u t  a  
s h a o c w  o f f a s  in a t io n .

“ Y o u r  lo rd s h ip  e m p lo y e d  m e  to  k e e p  a  c o n ­
s t a n t  e y e  u p o n  th e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  L o rd  A >nold ,” 
s a id  S t a r k ;  “ to  a s c e r ta in  w h i h e r  h e  w e n t,  
to  w h o m  h o  sp o k e , w i th  w h o m  h e  
a s so c ia te d , f in d  to  g ive  y o u  a  s t r i c t  a c c o u n t  
o f  h is  a c t io n s  ta k in g  p la c e  o u t  o f у  u r  s ig h t .  
T h  m  I  b e lie v e  is  n e a r ly  y o u r  lo rd s h ip ’s o w n
w o rd s  ”

“ T r u e —t r u e !  G o o n —y o u  r a c k  m e  w i th  
y o u r  p r o l ix i t y  ” e x c la im e d  t h e  e a r l  im p a t ie n tly .

•* I  b e lie v e  1 h a v e  d o n e  m y  t a s k  w e ll f o r  y o u r  
l o r d h h ip h a s  k n o w n  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  m e e t in g s  o f 
L o rd -A rn o ld  a n d  -л т у  S a to n ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  
ta k e n  p la c e  s in c e  I  w a s  p u t  o n  th e  ► c e n t .  Y o u r 
lo rd s h ip  h a s  k n o w n  a l l  b u t  t h is  l a s t  a ffa ir ,  a n d  
t h a  1 d o n ’t  t h in k  y o u ’ll  l ik e  to  b e a r  ; b u t  w h e n  
y o u  h a v e  h e a rd  i t  y o u r  1. -rd sh ip  w il l  u n d e r s ta n d  
t h a t  i t  w ill  b e  w o r th  a  p r e  t y  b e a v v  s u m  t o  k e e p
i t  f ro m  s lip p in g  b e tw e e n  m y  t e e t h  ”

“ W r e tc h !  Y< u  t> r t u r e  m e  b e y o n d  e n d u r ­
a n c e  ? R e p e a t  a l l  y o u  a r e  in  p o sse s s io n  o f w i th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  u r e a d f td  m a t t e r ,  o r  le a v e  m e  a t  
o n c e .”

“ W ell, h e re  goes, t h e n  !” s a id  S t a r k  a g a in  
^ la n c in g  u n e a s i ly  a ro u n d  h im . “ I f  so  b e  a s  
y  u  w il l  h a v e  i t ,  t h e  f a u l t  a in ’t  m in e  Y o u r  
L o r d s h ip  k n o w s  I  fo llo w e d  L o r d  A rn o ld  o n  
h is  1 s t  v i s i t  th e r e .  I  fo llo w e d  h im  o n  h i s  r e ­
t u r n  to  t h e  c a s t le .  I n  t h e  c o p se  h e  m e t  S e a ­
to n  c o m in g  f ro m  a n  i n  e rv ie w  w i th  y o u , m y  
lo rd  ”

“ M y G o d !”
“ A s so o n  a s  t h e y  f a c e d  e a c h  o th e r ,  h o t  

a n d  a n g ry  w o rd s  e n s u e d  ; t h e  g a m e k e e p e r  
c h a lle n g e d  L  r d  A rn o ld  w i th  e n d e a v o r in g  to  
r u in  t h e  p e a c  o f h i s  f a m i ly  a n d  h i s  lo rd s h ip  
d e n ie d  i t  O n e  w o rd  b r o u g h t  o n  a n o th e r ,  
w h e n  S e a to n  c a lle d  h i s  lo rd s h ip  a  l ia r .  T b o n  
L o r d  A rn o ld  s tr u c k  h im  i t h  a  s t ic k  t h e n  th e y  
c lo sed , m y lo rd , a n d  g ra p p le d , a n d  tw is te d  : a n d  
th e n  y o u r  so n  d re w  f ro m  h is  s h o o tin g  ja c k e t  a
c la s p  k n ife  ”

“ A lm ig h ty  G od , s u s ta in  m e  !” g a s p e d  th o  e a r l .  
“ H e  d id  n o  : u se  i t ? ”

“ H e  g r ip p e d  th e  h a n d le  t i g h t  i n  h i s  h a n  1. a n d  
s tu c k  t h e  b la d e  i n 1 о  t h e  o ld  m a n ’s h e a r t  a n d  h e  
f e l l  d o w n  l ik e  a  s to n e , d e a d  o n  th e  g ra s s .”

A  h o r r i f ie d  s h r in k  p ie r c e d  th e  *-ars o f th o  e a r l  
a n d  h i s  m y rm id o n ,  a s  th e  l a s t  s e n te n c e  le f t  tb e  
lip s  o f t h e  l e t t e r .  T h e y  t u r n e d  t h e i r  e y e s  w i th  
a  s ta r t l e d  ©•» o t io n  to  t h e  s p o t  f ro m  w h e n c e  th e  
c ry  p ro c e e d e d , a n d  saw . s ta n d in g  in  t h e  d o o rw a y  
le a d in g  to  t h e  u p p e r  a p a r tm e n t ,  m y  S -a to n , 
w ith  h e r  h a n d s  c la s p e d  w h i te  a s  d e a th  itse lf , 
sw a y in g  ro  a n d  f ro —h e r  w h o  e  a s p e c t  o n e 'o f  th o  
d i r e s t  a g o n y . Am  t h e r  i n s t a n t ,  a n d  s h e  f e d  to  
t h e  g ro u n d , u t t e r ly  in se n s ib le  

T h e  * a r l  p re s s e d  h i s  tw o  h a n d s  to  h i s  b r a in ,  
a n d  f e l t  l ik e  o n e  b e re f t  o f  h i s  s e m e s  ; h e  g ro a n ­
ed , a n d  s h iv e re d , a n d  s u n k  in to  a  c h a ir ,  q u i te  
p o w e rle ss .

S ta rk ,  th o u g h  e x c ite d , a n d  e v e n  t r e m b l in g  
in  e v e ry  lim ^-, w a s  m o re  s e lf  p o ss  s.-ed t h a n  
t h e  e a r l ,  a n d  o b ta in in g  s o m e  w a te r ,  h e  b a th e d  
t n e  e a r l ’s  t e m p le s  ; a n d  t h e n  w h e n  h e  fo u n d  h e  
w a s  re c o v e r in g , h e  r a i s e d  \ m y  f ro m  t h e  f lo o r a n d  
b o re  h e r  t o  t h e  c o u c h  w h ic h  w a s  in  t h e  ro o m , 
u p o n  w h ic h  h e  l a i -1 h e r ,  s t i l l  m o tio n le s s  a n d , to  
a ll  a p p e a ra n c e s ,  d ead .

T lie  e a r l  m a d e  d e s p e r a te  e ffo r ts  to  c o n tro l  t h e  
f e a r f u l  e m o t io n  u n d e r  w h ic h  h  - la b o re d , a u d  
s u c ce e d e d  su ff ic ie n tly  to  s a y  t  • s t a r k ,  “L e a v e  t h e  
p o o r  g i r l  to  m y  c h a rg e  ; h u r r y  a n d  a th e r  so m e  
o f  t h e  h o u s e h  Id , a n d  b r in g  h i th e r  t h e —th e —th e  
-  b o d y  o f  S e a to n  Q u ic k —q u ic k  ! T h e n  h a s te n  
to  t h e  v i lla g e , a n d  een d  h i th e r  t h e  m e d ic a l  m a n
w h o  a t t e n u s  t h e  H a ll  ; b u t  n o t  a  w o rd  o f  ”

T h e  e a r l  p a u s e d  a s  if  i t  w o u ld  c h u k e  h im  to  
u t t e r  w o rd s  w h ic h  b a d  r e fe r e n c e  t o  t h e  f  a r fu l  
e v e n t,  in  w h ic h  h i s  s o n  w a s  s o  u e e p iy  im p l i  
c a te d .

“ A n d  th© p r ic e  o f t h i s  s e c r e c y ? ” e x c la im e d  
S ta rk  i n  a n  u n d e r to n e ,  w i th  a  f u r t iv e  g la n c e  a t  
h im .

“ Y o u  s h a l l  b e  p a id  w ell n e v e r  f e a r —e v e n  b e ­
y o n d  y o u r  m o s t  s a n g u in e  e x p e c ta t io n s  !” c rie d  
t h e  e a r l .  “ T h e  h  n o r  o ' m y  fa m ily  m u s t  b e  
p re s e rv e d . A n d  n o w , b eg o  e  ; fo r  b u ch  r e p a r a ­
t io n  a s  c a n  b e  m a d o  to  t h i s  p o o r  c h ild  s h a l l  bo 
d o n e .”

H e  w a v e d  h i s  b an d »  a n d  S ta rk  q u i t t e d  t h e  c o t ­
ta g e  ; n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  to  p a s s  tn  ro u g h  th e  c o p se  
a g a in  ; h e  h a d  n o t  c o u ra g e  fo r  t ;  a t .—E v e n  a s  i t  
w a s  h e  to o k  a  w id e  c i r c u i t  to  t h e  H a ll,  q u i te  b y  
a n o th e r  ro u te ,  fo r  l ie  h a d  a  w h o le so m e  f e a r  of 
m e e t in g  S e a to n ’s lu rc h e r ,  S t a r  

W h e n  h e  h a d  go n e , t h e  e a r i  b a th e d  h i s  t e m ­
p le s  a n d  c h a fe d  th e  b a n  is  of A m y  : b u t  h e  o n ly  
su c c e e d e d  in  r e s to r in g  h e r  to  life , f o r  h e r  to  fa ll  
in to  a  r a p id  su c ce ss i n  of h y s te r ic a l  f its  a cco m - 
p  n ie d  b y  d e liro u s  ra v in g , n  w h ic h  th e  n a m e s  
o f  A rn o ld  a n d  h e r  f a t h e r  w e re  c o u p le d  b u t  only  
in jth e  w i ld e s t  a n d  m o s t  n  co m p re h e n siv e  m a n n e r .  
T h o  e a r l  t r i e d  b y  e x c la m a  io n s , b y  e x h o r ta t io n s ,  
b> a p p e a ls ,  t& b r in g  h e r  to  a  c a lm e r  s ta t e  o f 
m in d ,  b u t  in  v a in , a u d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  s h e  w a s  
u t t e r ly  e x h a u s te d  t h a t  s h e  fe l l  i n to  a  s ta t e  of 
l e th a rg y ,  w h ic h  i t  w a s  d iff ic u lt  f o r  h im  t o  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  w h e th e r  i t  w a s  a n o th e r  p h a s e  o f sy n co p o , 
o r  th .  p r e c u r s o r  o f d e a th ,  a r is in g  f ro m  a  su d d e n  
a n d  t r e m e n d o u s  sh o c k  to  t h e  sy s te m . T h o  l a t t e r  
s e e m e d  to  h im  to  b o  t h e  m o s t  p ro b a b le , a n d  hev 
lo v e ly  face , so  p a le  a u d  w an , h o r  c l  >s d  ey e s  
a n d  f a in t l  h e a v in g  b r e a s t ,  a l l  se em e d  to  b e ti  ;ken  
t b a t  sh e  w a s  s in k in g  f a s t  in to  t h a t  s le e p  fr«.-m 
w h ic h  s h e  c o u ld  ii-» m o re  a w a k e n . T h  te a r s  a t  
l e n g th  fo  .n^l a  w ay  th ro u g h  h i s  ey e lie s , a n d  
e o u rs e d  e a c h  o th e r  d o w n  h is  c h e ek s .

H a s  i t  c o m e  t  t h is  ?” h e  e x c la im e d . “ B o th  
to  f a l l  a  s a c r if ic e  ! I t  h a d  b e e n  b e t t e r  
f a r  h a d  h e  m a i r ie d  h e r ,  m  s p ite  o f t h e  
w o rld ’s sc o rn , t h a n  t h i s  h a d  c o m e  to  p a s s . O h. 
h e a v e n  1 s h o u ld  t h e  f a t a l  t r u t h  b e c o m e  k n o w n . 
W h e re , th e n ,  w il l  b e  t h e  p r id e  of a n c es t< y —th e  
o s te n ta t io n  of r a n k  th o  p o m p  o f w e a l th  ?”
. H e  b u r ie d  h i s  fa c e  in  h is  h a n d s  a n d  fe l l  g r o a n ­
in g , u p o n  h i s  k n e e s  a t  t h e  s id e  o f A m y.

H e  w as a ro u s e d  f ro m  t h i s  p o s it io n  b y  t h e  s o u n d  
o f  h o r s e ’s fe e t ,  w h io h  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  c o tta g e , 
a n d  p a u s e d  b- fo re  t h e  d o o r . H e b u r n e d  o u t  I t  
w a s  t h e  d o c to r .  . .S ta rk  h a d  b e e n  f o r tu n a te  
e n o u g h  t o  e n c o u n te r  h im  a t  n o  v e ry  g r e a t  d is ­
ta n c e  f ro m  t h e  со ta g e ,  r e tu r n in g  t ro m  a  p a  io n t.

“ t  a o i  v e ry  g la d  to  so * y o u , G o o d  h e a d ,” c rie o  
t h e  e a r l .  “ Y o u r  b e s t  s e rv ic e s  a r e  r e q u r e d  h e re  
n  a  c a se  o f  m u c h  e m e rg e n c y .”

“  A ye, m v  lo rd ,” r e tu r n e d  t h e  d o c to r ,  b u s t l in g  
in to  th e  c o tta g e . “ t a r k ,  t h e  fe  lo w  w h o  h a d  
- ta y e d  m e , h a s  g iv en  m e  a n  in k lin g  o f * l i a t ’s 
a m iss . A h , I  see, o u r  p a t i e n t  is  h e re .  H y s te r ia  ! 
T h is  g ir l  is  v e ry  i l l—d a n g e ro u s ly  i l l ,  m y  lo rd . 
S h e  m u s t  b e  re m o v e d  a t  o n ce  to  b e d . I s  th e r e  
n o  w o m a n  h e re  ?”

“ I  h a \  e  s e e n  n o  o th e r  t h a n  rh i s  p o o r  g ir l  s in ce  
I  c a m e  h e re  to  b r e a k  to  h e r  t h e  u n h a p p y  ovoD t 
w h ic h  h a s  th ro w n  b e r  i n to  t h i s  d is t re s s in g  s ta te ,” 
s a id  t h e  e a r l ,  h i s  f a c e  b e c o m in g  t h e  h u e  ot 
s c a r le t ,  a n d  h is  e a r s  t in g l in g  a s  h e  u t te r e d  t h  s 
fa ls e  s ta t e m e n t  o f t h e  p u rp o r ;  o f h i s  v is i t .

“  O h, >es, '  h e re  is ,” e x c la im e d  t h e  d o c to r  
“ O ld  G o o d y  G  -s l in . s  s o m e w u e r e  a b o u t .  S h e ’s 
a s  d e a f  a s  a  p o s t  b u t  I ’l l  f in d  h e r .”

H e  d a r te d  o u t  - f  t h e  Ь аск  e n tr a n c e ,  a n d  m  tw o  
o r  t h r e e  m in u  es, r e tu r n e d  w i th  a n  e ld e r ly  d a m e , 
w h o  d id  t h e  h a r d  w o rk  o f t h e  c o tta g e . A s so o n  
a s  s h e  sa w  A m y , sh o  u t te r e d  a  c<y o f  d is tre s s , 
a n d  c o m m e n c e d  w rin g in g  h e r  h a n d s , a n d  g iv in g  
w a y  to  t h e  m o s t  e x ti  a v a g a n t  g e s tu re s , b u t  a  fe  « 
w o rd s  f ro m  th o  d o c to r ,  s h o u te d  io  h e r  e a r  m a d e  
h e r  c o m p re h e n d  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f d o in g  h e r  b e s t  tt 
a s s is t ,  i n s te a d  o f w a s tin g  h e r  s t r e n g th  in  w e e p in g  
a n d  la m e n ta t i-  »ns.

T h e  d  -c to r w ith  h e r  h e lp ,  c o n v e y c d  A m y  to  
h e r  b e d ro o m , w h e re  t l ie  o ld  w o m a n  c o n tr iv e d  
to  g e t  h e r  i n to  b ed , w h ile  th o  d o c to r  d e s c e n d e  . 
a n d  a p p lie d  to  h i s  с ■ se fo r  s> >me r e s to ra t i  es, n o t  
h o ld in g  o u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im o . t o  t h e  < a r l  a n y  
v e ry  sa n g u in e  h o p e s  o f r e s to r in g  A m y  о  h e r  
re a s o n , ev en  if  h e  r e s c u e d  h e r  f ro m  d e a th .  S t il l.h e  
p ro m i e d  to  d o  a l l  t h a t  w a s  p o ss ib le , a n d  o nce  
m o re  a sc e n d e d  to  t h e  b e o r  о т ,  le a v in g  t h e  e a rl 
b e lo w , e x p e c tin g  e a c h  m o m e u t  to  h e a r  t h e  d u ll  
t r a m p  o f  m a n y  f e e t ,  a n d  to  ьее t h e  g h a s t ly  b o d \  
o f  o ld  S e a to n  b ro  ig h t  in to  t h e  a p a r tm e n t ,  s ta f  к 
a n d  r  g id  ! a  t e n i b l e  r e t r ib u t iv e  e v id e n c e  o f th e  
v a in  p r id e  w h ic h  h a d  p r o d u  e d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a- 
t e r r ib le

H e  p a c e d  u p  a n a  d o w n  t h e  s m a l l  ro o m  in  a  
w h ir l  o f c o n te n d in g  e m o tio n s  W h a t  im m u n i ty  
d id  h i s  e a r ld o m  n o w  g iv e  h  m  fro m  m is e ry  f ro m  
s h a m e  a n d  d isgracie  ? W h a t  h a d  w o a  t h  -aid  
r a n k  d  *ne f o r  h im , i f  i t  Could n  t  p r e v e n t  h im  
fro m  h a v  n g  fo r  a  so n  a  m u rd e iv r —if  i t  c o u ld  
n o t  r e s c u e  h im  fro m  t h e  h o r r o r  o f  h a v in g  h is  
n e a re s t  a n d  d e a re s  r e la t iv e  h a v e  h a n g e d  ? C o u ld  
h e  n o w  w a lk  e re c t  in to  y o n  p r  u u  h a l l  ? C o u ld  
l ie  n o w  sw e  p  a lo n g  in  h i s  c a r r ia g e  a t t e n d e d  by  
h is  o u tr id e rs ,  w i th  t h e  s a m e  p r o u d  b e a rm  a s  be 
fo re ?  N  , no.! T h e  t i t le ,  a n d  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  
w e a l 'h  h a d  n o t  s a v e d  h im  f ro m  u n h a p p in e s s  in  
e a r l ie r  d a y s —i t  i d  n o t  p ro m is e  io s - .v e  h im  a  
y e t  d e e p e r  ag o n y  a n d  g r ie f  n o w . P - .r  f a r  b e t t e r  
h a d  h e  a s s e n te d  to th o  u n io n  b e tw e e n  h i s  so n  
a n d  t h e  h u m b le  g ir l  a b o v e —f o r  a u g h t  h e  k n e w , 
dying from his son’s a c t- th an  the dreadful

s h e  w il l  h a v e  m y  c lo s e s t  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  f o n d e s t  
c a re .”

W it-  o u t  a n o th 'i*  w o rd , s h e  h u r r i e d  u p  t h e  
s< airs , t o  A m y ’s  s le e p in g  c h a m b e r ,  a lm o s t  at; 
t h e  s a m e  m o m e n t ,  t h e  s o u n d  o f t h e  h u r r i e d  t 
t r e a d  o f m e u ’s f' e t  w as c a u g h t  b y  t h e  q u ic k  e x  j 
p e c t n i t  e a r  o f t h e  e a r l .  H is  h e a r t  th ro b b e d  * 
f ie rc e ly  a n d  vi- le n t ly  : h i s  fac-- g rew  g h a s tly  p a le ; | 
b e  s ta g g e re d  a n d  c lu n g to  a  c h a ir  to  k e e p  h im s e lf  
f ro m  fa llin g . The c o tta g e  d o o r  w as r u d e ly  f lu n g  
o p e n , a n d  a  p a r t y  o f s e rv a n ts ,  h e a d e d  b y  th e  
с n s ta b ie  e n te r e d .

A n d  t h e  b ody , w h e re  w a s  t h a t  ?
] T h e  e  m e n  h  d  i t  n o t  w i th  th e m .  T h e  e a r l  ex  
j p e c te d  e a  h  i n s t  n t  to  see  fo u r  m e n  m a r c h  in  
I w i th  t  u p o n  th e i r  s h o u ld e rs ,  b u t  t h e y  c a m e  n o t  ;

a n d  t h e n  h e  b e g a n  to  g ro w  c o n s c io u s - tn a t  t h e y  
I w e e  t e l l  n g  h im  t h a t  th e y  h a d  s e a r  b e d  t h e  

c o p s e  fo r  t h e  b o d \ ,  . b u t  i t  w a s  n o t  
t h e i e ;  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  h u n te d  i n  e v e ry  
d  r e c t io n  fo r  i t ,  b u t  th o u g h  t r a c e s  o f a  s tr u g ­
g le  w e re  p a lp a b le  e n o u g h  in  t h e  b ro k e n  tw ig s , 
t o e  m a r k  o f  f e e t  a n d  b lo o d  u p o n  t h e  g ia s s ,  
t h e  i'odv  o f  S e a to n , t h e  g a m e k e e p e r , w a s  n o ­
w h e re  to  b e  se en . I n c r e d ib le  a s  t h i s  a p p e a r e d  
to  t h e  e a r l ,  i t  w a s  y e t  t r u t h ,  a n d  h e  a c c o m p a n ie d  
th e  m e n  bn c k  to  m a k e  a  y e t  f u r t h e r  s e a rc h , b u t  
w ith  n o  b e t  e r  su ccess . T h e  b o d y  c< u id  n o t  b e  
fo u n d  ; b u t  лѵЬіІн t h e y  w e ro  s e a rc h in g  t h e  se- 

o n d  t im e ,  â n -a d f u l  c rie s  to r  h e lp  w e re  h e  >rd, 
a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t h e  b a y in g  g ro w ls  o f  a  h o u n d .  
All r u s h e d  to  t b e  s p o t  w m  n c e  t h e  so u n d s  is s u e d  
—fo r tu n a te ly ,  a s  i t  p r o v e d  fo r  S ta rk  f o r  th e  
lu rc h e r  b e lo n g in g  t o  S e a to n  h a d  f a s te n e d  u p o n  
h is  n e c k , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  t o r n  h im  t o  p iec e s , if  
h e  h a  d  n o t  b e e n  b e a te n  off a n d  s e c u  ed.

A lth o u g h  t h e  og w h o  h a d  w a tc h e d  b y  th e  b o d y  
w a s  t h u s  fo r th c o m in g , n o  f u r th e r  t r a c e  o f S e a to n  
w as fo u n d , n o tw i th s ta n d in g  t h e  s e a r c h  w a s  k e p t  
u p  f o r  s e v e ra l  d ay s .

N o t  le s s  s in g u la r  w a s  th o  t f a c t  t h a t  w h e n  th e  
e a rl ,  a t t e n d e d  b y  M r. G o .a h e a d , p a id  a n  e a r ly  
v is i t  to  t h e  c o tta g e  t h e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g  to  a s ­
c e r ta in  t h e  s ta t e  o f A m y, t h e y  fo u n d  t h e  c o t;a g e  
c lo se d  u p  ; a n d  o n  e ffe c tin g  a n  e n tr a n c e  th ro u g h  
t h e  w in d o w , i t  w a s  d isc o v e re d  t h a t  t h e  s tr a n g e  
-o m a le , G o o d y  G o s lin g  a n d  A m y  h a d  d e p a r te d .  
N o t  a  l iv in g  t f l in g  w a s  le f t  in  t h e  c o tta g e ,  a n d  i t  
w a s  p l a in  b y  t h e  c o n fu s io n  in  w ii ic h  m a n y  a r t i ­
c le s  o f ^ e a r in g  a p p a re  w e re  to s s e d  a b o u t ,  t h a t  
t h e  d e p a r tu r e  h a d  b e e n  a s  s u d d e n  a s  s e c re t.

C H A P T E R  IV .
T H E  C H A N G E  —  T H E  L E T T E R  —  A  C L U E  —  T H E  

R U F F IA N .

T h e  w h o le  h u n d r e d  of D o d d e s c o m le ie h , in  
w h ic h  s to o d  D e  Ja  M o re  H a ll,  w a s  k e p t  in  a  s ta te  
o f in te n s e  e x c ite m e n t  t h e  fo llo w in g  w eek  b y  th e  
s tr a n g e  e v e n ts  w h ic h  h a d  ta k e n  p la c e  w i th  r e ­
g a rd  to  S e a to n  a n d  h i s  d a u g h te r .  T h e  s a te m e n ts  
o f t h e  e a rl ,  n d  o f S ta rk , w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th o  d is ­
c o v e ry  m a d e  b y  th e m  o f t h e  m u r  e re d  b  dy; of 
t h e  g am  e k e  p e r ,  w e re  r e p e a t e d  m  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  
f  -rm  o f  e x a g g e ra ti  n  a n o  a m p l i f ic a i io n .  T h e  
s u b s e q u e n t  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  . A m y  e a to n  a n d  
G oodv G o s lin g —iu  i ts e lf  m y s te r io u s  e n o u g h — 
w as j e t  m a d e  t h e  v e h ic le  fo r  th o  m o s t  e x  r a v a -  
g a u t  r e p o r t s .  S u p e r s t i t io n  s te p p e d  iu  to  a id  t h e  
b a b b le r s  i n  t h e i r  m a r v e llo u s  o m m u n ic a i  io n s , 
a n d  a  f ic t io n  w a s  a t  l e n g th  s h a p e d  o u t .  p u r p o r t ­
in g  to  b o  a  t r u e  n a r r a t i o n  o f  h e  e v e u ts ,  b u t  
w h ic h  r e a l lv  c o n ta in e d  n o t  a  p a r t i c le  o f t r u t h  
bey o n d , t h e  m e n t io n  o i t h e  d isc o v e ry  o f  th o  g a m e  
ke- p e  ’s  b o d y , a s  i t  a p p e a r e d ,  w o u n d e d  о d e a th ,  
a n d  th e  f lig h t  of A m y . B in ts  w e re  th ro w n  o u t, 
im p l ic a t in g 'th e  e a r l  i n  a  gra> e  m a n n e r  w i 'h  th e  
a ffa ir ,  a n d  i t  w as o p e n ly  c ite d , s  a  d a m a g in g  
f a c t ,  t h a t  S e a to n  h u d  a n  in te rv ie w  w i th  
t h e  e a r l  o n  t h e  m o rn in g  o f t h e  p r e s u m e d  m u r ­
d e r  ; t h a t  t b e  e a r l  h a d  fo l o w ed  h im  im m e d ia te ly  
h e  le f t  t h e  c a s t le ,  a n d  w a s  t h e  f ir s t  to  g iv e  n i- 
fo rm a tio  o f  a. c r im e  w h ic h , a s  i t  s e em e d , h e  w as 
a c tu a l ly  n e a r  e n o u g h , i f  n o t  m ix e d  u p  w i th  i t ,  to  
h a v e  p  e v e n te d . T h a t  s e  t o n ’s b  -dy s h  u ld  
h a v e  v a n is h e d  w i th o u t  t h e  c o m p lic i ty  o f  t h e  e a rl, 
w a s  to  s a y  i t  h a d  b e  n  s u p e rn a r u ra l ly  s p ir i te d  
aw a y  b y  a  c e r ta in  p e rs o n , w h o se  n a m e  i t  is  c o n ­
s id e re d  p r o p e r  to  k e e p  d a rk  ; w h o  d id  n o t  t h in k  
f it  to  w a i t  t h e  u s u a l  p ro c e ss  of d e c o m p o s it  o n , 
b u t  c la im e d  Ip s  o w n  u p o n  t h e  v e ry  f ir s t  o p p o r ­
tu n i ty  t h a t  a ffo rd e d . T h e  in fe re n c e  d ra w n , 
th e re fo re ,  w a s  t h a t  i f  t h e  E v i l  O n e  h a d  n o t  b y  
h i s  in fe m a i  a g e n c y  s w e p t  S e a to n , h i s  d a u g h te r ,  
a n d  G o o d y  G o s lin g  o ff i n to  t h e  b a rg a in , t h e  e a r l  
h a d , u p o n  so m e  v e ry  s tro n g  m o tiv e , h im s e lf  s la in  
h i s  g a m e k e e p e r ,  a n d  a lso  xrat A m y  a n d  G o o d y  
o u t  o f t h e  w a y  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  d o c to r  h a d  
q u i t t e d  t h e  c o tta g e .

O n e  r e a s o n  f o r  th is ,  p e rh a p s ,  w a s , t h a t  a  
b e lie f  g e n e ra l ly  o b ta in e d  in  t h e  v i lla g e  t h a t  
th e  e a r l ,  in  y e a rs  g o n e  p a s t ,  h a d  p u t  a w a y  h is  
w ife  in  so m e  fo re ig n  la n d ,  a u d  t h a t  S e a to n — 
w h o  w e n t  a w a y  w i: h  h im , r e t u r n e d  w i th  h im ,  
a n d  h a d  »been, a s  i t  w  s c o n s i' < r e d , a  
c o n f id e n tia l  d e p e n d a n t  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs —w as 
p r iy y  to  t h i s  c ir c u m s ta n c e ,  w h e th e r  c r im e  o r  n o t .  
I t  w a s  th e r e fo r e  sa id , w i th  m a n y  a  n o d  a u d  
w in k , t h a t  t h e  m u rd e r e d  m a n  h a d  k n o w n  oo 
m u c h  ; t h a t  in  a  l u te  q u a r r e l  h e  h a d  th r e a te n e d  
to  r e v e a l  a l l  l ie  w a s  a c q u a in te d  w ith , a n d  t h e  e a r l  
h a ^  p u r c h a s e d  h i s  s ile n c e  a t  t h e  f e a r f u l  p r ic e  of 
m u rd e r .

I t  is , u n f o r tu n a te ly ,  a  f a i l in g  i n h u m a n  n a tu r e ,  
e sp e c ia lly  t h e  u  e d u c a te d  p o r t io n  o f  i t ,  t o  in v e s t  
a  m y s te ry , o r  a n y  e v e n t  t h e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  of 
w h ic h  t  e y  n e i th e r  k n o w  n o r  c a re  to  e x p la in , 
w i th  c r im in a l  d e ta i ls .  I t  w a s  so  in  t h e  p re .-en t 
in s ta n c e .  B e fo re  tw o  d a y s  w e re  p a s t ,  th o  p ro u d  
E a r l  D e la  M o re  w a s  d e c la r e d  t o b e  th e  h e ro  o f 
a  d a r k  c a re e r —a  m a n  o f m a n y  c r im e s —a n  in d i  
v id u a l  w h o se  n e c k  o u g h t to  b e  s u b m i tte d  to  t h e  
m a n ip u la t io n  o f  t h e  p u b l ic  e x e c u t io n e r  ; a n d  
th is ,  to o , b v  t h e  v e ry  p eo  le  w h o  w e re  re c i  i e n t s  
o f h i s  b o u n ty —w h o , in d e e d , h a d  t o  t h a n k  h im  
fo  t h e  ro o f  w h ic h  s h e lte re d  th e m ,  a n d  th o  d in n e r  
t h a t  s u s ta in e d  l ife.

S ta rk  h a d  o n ly  to  sh o w  h is  n o se  i n to  th o  v iliag o  
to  b e  se iz e d  u p o n  b y  th e  id le  g o ssip s , w h o  p  t  a  
v a r ie ty  o f  q u e s tio n s  to  h im ,  a n d  o ffe re d  h im  u n ­
l im ite d  g la s se  o f fo u r j re n n y  i f  h e  w o u ld  o u ly  
to ll  t h e m  a l l  h e  k n e w . W ith  m a n y  a n  o a th  a n d  
c u rs  > h e  t h r u s t  t h e m  a s id e  ; y e t  n e v e r th e le s s ,  
ho  a s s is te d  in  K eep ing  t h e i r  to n g u e s  w ag g in g — 
f o r  h e , to o  b e fo re  a  w e e k  h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y , s u d ­
d e n ly  d i s a p p e a re d  

A s h re w d  d e te c t -v e  o fficer  w a s  e m p lo y e d  
b y  th e  E a r l  to  t r a c e  t h e  f lig h t  o f  A m y , b u t  h e  
l e f t  a f te r  a  d a y  o r  tw o , s a y in g  h e  h a d  b u t  a  
f a i n t  c lu e  w h ic h  h e  w o u ld  e n d e a v o r  to  “ w o rk  
u p .”

A l e t t e r  c a m e  t o  th o  e a r l  f ro m  A rn o ld . H e  
ac k n o w le d g e d  s tr ik in g  t h e  k e e p e r—p le a d e d  th e  
p ro v o c a tio n  g iv en —b eg g e d  h is  f a t h e r  t o  a id  A m y  
fo r  h is  s a k e , a n d  c o n c lu d e d  b y  sa y in g  t h a t  h e  
h a d  o b ta in e d  le a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  f o r  tw o  y e a rs , 
a n d  s h o u ld  d e p a r t  f ro m  E n g la n d  f o r  t h a t  
p e r io d .

T h e  E a r l  l e f t  h is  n o b le  m a n s io n  f o r  L o n d o n , 
le a v in g  o n ly  t h e  h o u s e k e e p e r  a n d  a  few  s e rv a n ts  
in  i t  A t L o n d o n  h-- w a s  c a lle d  u p  b y  t h e  d e te c  
t iv e  w h o  to ld  h im  t h a t  h e  h a d  a s c e r ta in e d  t h a t  
A m y  S e a to n , G o o o y  G o s lin g , a n d  a  t a l l ,  d a rk  
w o m a n  h a d  l e f t  S e a to n ’s c o tta g e  in  c o m p a n y . 
T h ey  h a d  a r r iv e d  iu  L o n d o n , o b ta in e d  p a s s p o r ts  
f o r  F lo re n c e  a n d  d e p a r  ed . T h e  d a r k  w o m a n  
g av e  t h e  n a m e  o f C ecile  A u d ley .

“ G o o d  h e a v e n s  !” m u r m u r e d  t h e  E a r l .  “ T h a t  
n a m e  ! h a s  s h e  t a k e n  th is  m e th o d  o f  rev e n g in g — ” 
H e  s u d d e n ly  p a n n e d —a n d  r e w a rd e d  t h e  d e te c ­
t iv e ,  w h o  w ith d rew '.

A s so o n  a s  t h e  e a r l  w a s  l e f t  a lo n e , h e  p a c e d  th e  
ro o m  t o  a n d  fro.

“ T h e  m y s te ry  th ic k e n e ,” h e  s a id . “ T h  
s a m e  n a m e —th e  v e ry  p l a c e —w h a t  c a n  i t  
m e a n ?  W h a t  h a s  s h e  to  d o  w i th  S e a 'o n ’s 
d  i u g h te r?  H is  w  fe  w as d ro w n e d , o r  t h a t  m ig h t 
a ffo rd  so m e  c lu e  to  t h e  o b jec t. E t e r n a l  H e a v e n  ! 
с .и  sh e , b y  a n y  s tr a n g e  p o ^ s i i l i ty .  h a v e  l e a r n e d  
a u y h t  re s p e c tin g  th e  f a  a l  a tb a o h m  n t  b e tw e en  
A rn o ld  a n d  th e  w i e tc h e d  g ir l  n o w  i m u g g le d  aw ay , 
a n d  w o u ld  s tr ik e  a  b lo w  a t  m y , u e a ce  th ro u g h  
h e r  ? I t  c a n n o t  b e  ! I  m u s t  a sc  r t a i n  t h i s —I 
m u s t  a s c e r ta -n  w h e th e r  s u c h  su rm is«  c a n  h a v e  
a n y  f o u n d a t io n  i n  t r u t h  I  wil* fo llo w  t h e m  to  
F l o r e n c e - 1  w ill  n e rv e .m y s e lf  - о  m y  ta s k —I  w ill 
u n r a v e l  th e  p lo t ,  i  p lo t  t h e r e  b o , o r  w il l  p ro v e  i t  
to  b e  a  m e r e  s u s p ic io n  o f a  to o  su sce p tib le  b ra in . ” 

W ith  im p a t ie n c e ,  E a r l  D e  l a  M oro  w a ite d  ih e  
© suits o f t h e  e ffo r ts  m a d e  to  o b ta in  t id in g s  

A rn o ld  ; b u t  f in d i  g  a ll  fu t i le ,  h e  m a d o  h i s  p r e ­
p a ra t io n s  to  d e p a r t  f o r  I t a ly .—T h e  e v e n in g  p r  - 
c e ed in g  h is  d e p a r tu re  h e  p a s s e d  w i th  E u s tic e a i-  d  
h is  tw o  d a u g h te r s ,  fo r  h e  k n e w  n o t  h o w  lo n g  
n i  g h t  n e  h i s  a b sen c e , o r  w h a  p e rs o n a l  d a n g e rs  
h i s  v is  t  t o  I i a ly  m ig h t  In v o lv e  ; t h e r e fo r e  h e  h a d  
m u c h  to  sa y  to  th e m ,  a n d  w h a t  h e  d id  sa y  w a s  
im b u e d  w i th  a  te n d e r n e s s  to  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  u n ­
a c c u s to m e d , a u d  w h ic h  E u s t a c e  th o u g h t  
t h  u g h  h e  s a id  n o th in g ,  r a t h e r  m a g ­
n if ic e n t  fu d g e ,—T o  f in d  t h e  co ld , m e a ­
s u re d  e a r l  lo se  h im s e lf  in  t h e  f e rv id  
p u r e n t ,  w a s  n o t  w h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  r o u g h t  u p  
to  : th e re fo re ,  h o  r e g a r d e d  t h e  p a th o s  o t t in  
n o b le  b e fo re  h im , e v e n  th o u g h  h e  w a s  
h i s  a th e r ,  a s  a  s o m e  л-h a t  c le v e r  p ie  e  of 
a c t i n g ;  w h ile  t h e  g irls , k e e n e r  ju d g e s  o f h u m a n  
n a tu re ,  f ro m  t h e i r  v e ry  w o m a n ly  s y m p a th ie s ,  
r e a d  t h e  t r u t h  a s  i t  s to o d , a n d  w e re  m o re  g r a t i ­
fied e v e n  t n a n  • s u rp r ise d . I t  w as a t  a  m o m e n t  
w h e n  th e  e a r l  w a s  m o re  t h a n  e v e r  d i  p o s e d  to  
d is c a rd  h i s  a rm o r  o f p o m p  a n d  p r id e ,  t h a t  a  b e  
p o w d e re d , b e  v e lv o te d  f o o tm a n  e n te r e d  th e  
a p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  m a d e  h i s  w a y  to w a rd s  th o  e a rl .  
T h e  m a  «’s h e a d  w as e le v a te d  b y  th e  u n i te d  a id  
of h is  s ta r c h e d  w h i te  c r a v a t  a n d  h is  s e n se  o f  h is  
o w u  im p o r ta n c e ,  a l th o u g h  so  a liv e  to  t h e  e a r l  
h i s  m a s t e r ’s g re a tn e ss ,  t h a t  h e  s h u t  h is o y e s  
w h e n e v e r  h e  c a m e  o r  f o u n d  h im s e lf  in  h ie  lo rd ­
s h ip ’s p re s e n c e .

“ My o rd ,” s a id  h e , in  a  v o ic e  a s  i f  h e  w a s  b e in g  
c h o k e d  w i th  a n  egg, “ t h e r e  i s  a  p e a :  s o n  w h o
b e^s y o u r  l a r d s h ip  to  g r a n t  ’i m  ”

T h e  e a r l  t u  n e d  u p o n  h im  f ie rce ly , “ I  g ave  
o rd e rs ,” h e  sa id , “ t h a t  I  w o u id  b e  d i s tu r b e d  b y  
n o - n e ’’

“ B u t  t h i s  e a rs o n ,  m y  l a r d ,  s a y s ------------”
“ B eg o n e  sc o u n d re l  ! —q u i t  t h e  r o o m  1” c r ie d  

t h e  e a rl ,  r is in g  u p  a n g r i ly
i i -о m a n  th re w  h is  s h o u ld e r s  fo rw a rd ,  e n d e a  

v o re d  t o  со  v e r t  h im s e lf  i n to  t h e  a rc  o f a  c irc le  
a n d  t h e n  r e t i re d .

I n  t e n  m in u to s  h e  r e - a p p e a re d ,  a n d  w e n t,  
th r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  p e r fo rm a n c e  a s  b e fo re .

• “  M  la rd , w e  h a v e  e x h a u s te d  e v e ry  e f fo r t  to  
g e t  r id  o f t h is  p e a r  o n , b u t  h e  w o n ’t  go. H a d  w e 
n o t  b e t t e r  s e n d  fo r  a  d e ta c h m in g  o f p e rlo e c e  ?” 

B y  a n  a lm o s t  s u p e  h u m a  e ffo r t,  t h e  e a r l  r e  
c o v e re d  a u  а р р е г г а п с е  o f  o u tw a rd  c a lm n e ss , a n d  
s a id  to  t h e  s e rv a n t—

*• L e t  t h e  m a n  b e  c o n d u c te d  to  m y  p r iv a te  
c lo se t. I  w il l  a t t e n d  h im  th e r e .”

T h e  m a n  g re a t ly  u rp r is e . i ,  w ith d re w , h e  h a v ­
ing  e x p e c te d  t o  b e  o rd e re d  t o  t a k e  a  c a b  to  N in e  
s t r e e t  fo r  a  ‘ d e ta c h m in g  o f  p e r le e c e .” i n s t e a d  of 
c o n d u c t  n g  th e  “  p e a f s o n ”  t o  a n  a u d ie n c e  to  a  
p r iv a t e  c h a m b e r .

W h e n  h e  d is  p p » a re d ,  t h e  e a r l ,  t u r n in g  to  h i s  j 
c h ild re n , p e rc e iv e d  th e 'w o n d e r  e x p re s se d  in  t h e i r  
f e a tu re s ,  sa id , “ I t  is  a n  e r r a t i c  fe llo w , e m p lo y e d

b y  m e  to  m a k e  s o m e  in q u ir ie s .  I  fo rg o t  t o  lea v e  
w o rd  t o  a d m i t  h im  w h e n  h e  c a m e . N o th in g  
m o re —n o th in g  m o re .”

H e  h u r r i e d  t o  t h e  c h a m b e r ,  a n d ,  e n  e n te r in g  
h e  p e rc e iv e d  s e a te d  in  a n  a r m  c h a ir ,  w i th  h is  
m u d d y  b o o ts  a u d  leg s  to s s e d  o v e r  o n e  o f  t h e  
a rm s , e n g a g e d  In  m -tk in g  s a rc a s t ic  o b s e rv a tio n s , 
i n t t l a r d e d  w i th  o a th s ,  to  t h e  s e r v a n t— S ta rk  !

C H A P T E R  V.
T H E  A R R IV A L  IN  LO N D O N — T H E  F E V E R .

L o rd  A rn o ld  D e  l a  M o re  c o n tin n e d ,  f ro m  t h e  
m o m e n t  t h a t  h e  s t r u c k  d o w n  S e a to n  in  t h e  
copsp , u p  t o  t h e  s ig n in g  of^ftie l e t t e r  h e  a d d re s s  
e d  to  h i s  f  a th e r —i v e n  u p  to  p o s tin g  in ,  in  a  w h ir l  
o f e x c ite m e n t  o f t h a t  f e v e r is h  a n d  i r r i t a b le  
k in d  w h ic h  p r e v e n te d  h i s  m in d  f ro m  d w e llin g  
s te a d i ly  u p o n  o n e  s u b je c t .  S o  lo n g  a s  h i s  b r a in  
w o u ld  s ta n d  t h e  - tr a in  u p o n  i t .  h e  a c te d  u p o n  
t h e  p ro m p tin g s  o f  im p u ls e .  H is  jo u rn e y  to  L o n - 
d< m , h is  v i s i t  to  t h e  A d m ira l t j r, a n d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  
t o  t h e  b a n k e r ’s' w h e re  h e  k e p t  h i s  p r iv a t e  a c ­
c o u n t ,  w i th  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f p ro v id in g  h im s e lf  w i th  
a  la rg e  s u m , in  n o te s  of s m a l l  a m o u n t ,  n  en* iro  
c h a n  e  o f a t t i r e ,  a n d  t h e  h i r in g  o f  a  fu rn i s h e d  
lo 'ig i  g  in  a n  o b s c u re  b u t  r e s p e c ta b le  su b u rb , 
w h e re  a l l  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  im p u ls e —o f u n s e tt le d  
p u rp o se ,  t a k in g  s h a p e  o f  a n y  sugg-. s t io n  t h a t  
a ro se .

I n  p a s s io n  h e  s t r u c k  d o w n  S e a to n . H is  sel?- 
repr< a c h  f o r  i h a t  a c t —e x c lu s iv e ly  o n  A m y ’s 
a c c o u n t—w a s  u n b e a ra b le ,  a n d  h e  r u s h e d  
to  L o n d o n , to  f ly  f ro m  h im s e lf ,  a s  i t  
w e re . W h e n  th e r e ,  thB  s u d d e n  q u a r r e l ,  t h e  
b in n in g  in s u l t ,  a n a  i t s  p r o m p t  p u n is h m e n t ,  
h a u m e d  h im  l-k e  a  s p e c t r a l  v is io n  ; b u t  w i th  
i t  a ls o  w a s  t h e  p h a n to m  o f A m y , w i th  w a n  fe a  
tu re s ,  g a z in g  u p o n  h im  s a d ly  a n d  r e p ro a c h fu l ly .  
H e  c o u ld  n o t  b e a r  i t .  H o w  c o u ld  h e  f a c e  h e r  
a g a in ?  W o u ld  s h e  n o t  h a t e  h im ?  W o u ld  s h e  
n o t  d e s p is e  h ie  m is e ra b le ,  u n g o v e rn a b le  p a s s io n , 
w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  s p a re  e v e n  h e r  f a t h e r  ? S h e  
w  u ld  s h e  m u s t  ! A y e  ! h e  w o u ld  a w a y  t o  t h e  
S p a n is h  M a in , a n d  a m o n g  t h e  r o v e r s  th e r o  h e  
w o u ld , p e rh a p s ,  f iu d  th e  m e a n s  o f  fo r  g e tfu ln ess . 
H e  k n e w  w e l l  e n o u g h  t h a t  a c t io n ,  w i th  a l l  i t s  
g r a p h ic  p o w e r , c a m e  n o t  n e a r  t h e  w ild  w o n d e rs  
w h ic h  h e  h a d  se e n  e n a c te d  th e r e .  A y  h e  w ou ld  
go  th e r e .  N o t  t o  f o rg e t  A m y —N o ! O h  n o ? — 
H e a v e n  r a in  i t s  c h o ic e s t  b le s s in g s  o n  h e r  h e a d — 
b u t  to  re m o v e  f ro m  h e r  s p h e re  t h e  in f lu e n c e  of 
o n e  so  w ild  a n d  w a y w a rd  a s  h e  fe ! t  h im s e lf  to  be . 
H e  w ish e d , in  b i t t e r  a n g u is h ,  t h a t  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  
t u m e d  h e r  s o f t  g a z e  u p o n  h im , t h a t  sh o  h a d  
n e v e r  b e h e ld  h i s  g l a n c e  o f a d o ra t io n ,  k n o w in g  
f o r  w h o m  th e y  w e re  in te n d e d ,  o r  h a d  e v e r  l i s te n ­
e d  t o  h i s  p a s s io n a te  p le a d in g s . О h o w  h e  w ish e d  
h e  h a d  n o t  w o n  h e r  g e n tle  lo v e ;  so  t h a t  w h ile  
p u r s u in g  h i s  f u tu r e  w ild , a d v e n tu r o u s  p a th ,  c u r ­
in g  h i s  lo n g  a n d  p e r h a p s  e te r n a l  s e p a r a t io n  f ro m  
h o r . t h e r e  m ig h t  o t  b e  < lie  p a n g  v i s i t  h e r  t e n d e r  
h e a r t ,  o n e  so rro w  o p p re s s  h e r  sw e e t  f ra m e ,  o r  a  
s in g le  g r ie f  s i t  h e a v y  o n  h e r  f a i r  b ro w . B u t  h e  
k n e w  s h e  lo v ed  h im ;  i n  t h e  in n o c e n c e  of 
h e r  t r u th f u l ,  g u ile le s s  n a tu r e ,  s h e  h a d  to ld  
h im  s o —a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  o n e  so le  o b ­
j e c t  o f h e r  h e a r t ’s a s p i r a t i o n  o n  t h e  e a r th .  I t  
w o u ld  n o t  b e  p o s s ib le  t h a t  w h i le  h e  w a s  fa r ,  f a r  
a w a y  f ro m  h e r ,  bhe  w o u ld  b e  f re e  f ro m  p a in  o r  
g r ie f  o n  h i s  a c c o u n t .  A n d  h e  c o u ld  s e e  h e r  
once , e v e n , b e fo re  h e  le f t ,  h e  f e l t  i t  w o u ld  b e  o n ly  
to  see  o n  t h a t  b e a u ti fu l  fac e , w h e re  h e  h a d  a lo n e  
s e e n  t h e  s  n s h m e  o f L>ve, t h e  co ld  a n d  g lo o m y  
s h a d o w  o f  r e p r o a c h .  N o , h e  w o u ld  le a v e  E n g ­
la n d , a n d  t r u s t  to  t im e ,  to  - h a n  e  a n d  c h a n  es, 
w h ic h  h e  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  g iv e  a  f o rm  to ,  to  
sw e e p  a w a y  t h e  g u i l t  a n d  s o rro w  o f t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  
b r in g  t h e m  о д с е  m o re  to g e th e r  in  b l is s fu l  p e a c e , 
a s  th - .y  h a d  b e  n  w h e n  f ir s t  t h e y  m e t .

O n  t h i s  im p u lse , h e  o b ta in e d  h i s  le a v e  of a b ­
sen ce , h a  god h i s  n a n  e  a n d  s ty le  o f  ad d reb s , 
a n d  re m o v e d  t o  P o p la r ,  to  h e a r  o f  a  s h ip  b o u n d  
t o  s o m e  S o u th  A m e ric a n  p o r t ,  w h e  e  h o  с  u ld  
o b t a in  a  p a s sa g e  to  t h e  i s la n d s  \ e h e re  h e  p u rp o s -  
e  t r a n s p o r t in g  h im s e lf  to  a n d  if  c h a n c e  w ille d  
i t  to  f liu g  a w a y  hit*life. B a re ly  w as h e  in s ta l l e d  
in  h i s  lo d g in g s , t h e n  h e  c h a n g e d  h i s  p u r p  se. 
H is  p r o je c t  b e c a m e  in  h i s  e> es, m a d ,  w ick ed , 
e v e n  c r im in a l .  T h e n  h e  m a r k e d  o u t  h i s  f ir s t  
o e c id e d  D lan, w h ic h  wra s  : p r e s e rv e  h i s  in c o g n ito , 
a n d  t o  r e  u a in  in  E n g l-  n  to  w a tc h  o v e r  A m y, 
u n s e e n  b y  h e r ,  a s  a  g u a rd ia n  a n g e l,  u n t i l  h e  
h a d  a t t a in e d  h i s  m a jo r i ty .  B e y o n d  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  n o t  s p e c u la te .  T h e n  h e  p e n n e d  th e  
e p is t le  t o  is  f a t h e r  h im  u p o n  w h o m  h e  lo o k ed  
a s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  s a c r if ic e  o f  tw o  b e in g s  o n  
t h e  a l t a r  o f  h is  p r id e  

So in ii.-h  f o r  h i s  im p u lse ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t  of 
co o  e r  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  b u t  h e  h a d  n o t  t h e  o p p o r tu ­
n i ty  o f c a r ry in g  in to  e x e c u t io n  a  s c h e m e  u p o n  
w h ic h  h e  q u ic k ly  b e g a n  00 d o a t.

H e  h a d  c h a n g e d  h is  o u tw a rd  a p p e a r a n c e  s k il­
fu lly . T h e  so n  o f t h e  e a r l ,  w i th  h i s  b la c k  w ig, 
a r t i f ic ia l  m o u e ta c h io s  a n d  w h is k e rs ,  lo o k ed  v e ry  
m u c h  l ik e  a  d is t in g u is h e d  fo re ig n e r  w h o , o w ing  
to  ii q u i r ie s  o f to o  p a te r n a l  a  c h a r a c te r  b y  h ie 
G o v e rn m e n t,  h a d  t h o u g h t  i t  a d v is a b le  to  se ek  tb e  
c l im a te  o f  E n g la n d ,  u n d e r  a  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  h e  
w o u ld  b e  m o re  c a re fu l  o f  h i s  o w n  h e a l t h  t h a n  
e v e n  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  b e n e a th  w h o s e  e x tr e m e ly  
t e n d e r  a u s p ic e s  h e  w as b o rn  a n d  b re d . H e  w a s  
m a s t e r  o f I ta l ia n ,  S p a n ish , G e r m a n  a u d  F re n c h ,  
a n d  th e r e fo r e  fo u n d  n o  o iff ic u lty  in  a s su m in g  a  
d ia le c t  c o m p o u n d e d  o f  b ro k e n  E n g l is h  a n d  
I ta l ia n ,  t n e  u s e  o f  w h ic h  a b ly  a s s is te d  h im  in  
c o n ceaU n g  h im s e lf  f ro m  t h e  k in d  in q u ir ie s  o f  
t h  se  w b o  w e re  in  a c tiv e  s e a rc h  fo r  h im ,

B u t  w h ile  d e v is in g  a  s c h e m e  f o r  r e tu r n in g  
t o  t h e  n n ijd ib o rh o o d  o f D o  l a  MOre H a ll,  
w i th o u t  ru n n in g  t h e  r is k  o f  d e te c t io n ,  h e  
c h a n g e d  h i s  a p a r t m e n t s  to  th ~  n o r th w e s t  of 
L o n d o n .  O n  th e  d a y  h e  d id  so, h e  e n c o u n ­
t e r e d  o n e  o f h is  f a t h e r ’s te n a n ts .-  K n o  . in g  
h im  to  b e  o n e  o f  th o s e  s im  - le -m m d e d  in d iv id ­
u a ls  w h o  n e v e r  ace o p t  o r  m a k e  ro o m  f o r  tw o  
id e a s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  h e  h a d  n o  h e s i ta t io n  in  
a c c o s tin g  h im  q u i te  s u re  i h a t  F a r m e r  S p o o n b ill  
w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  r e c o g n  z e d  h i s  o w n  so n  m  s u c h  a  
dir g u ise  a s  h e  t h e n  h a d  d o n n e d .

A c c o rd in g ly , h e  a d d re s s e d  S p o o n b ill ,  w h o  s t a r ­
ed  a t  h im  w i th  a  b « w ild e re d  a s p e c t ,  s h o u tin g  in  
r e p ly  t o  t h e  f ir s t  que^.tion , w h e th e r  h e  k n e w  
w h e re  “ t h e  C h e m in  d e  f e r  N o r th -V e s te rn  w a s  
s i tu a te d ,”  “ I  k n o w s  n o w t  a b o u t  ’u n . D o n ’t  
s p e a k  o u t la n d i s h -  I  d o a n ’t .  Y o u  b e  a  p ’leece - 
m a n .  S p e a k  to  ’u n .”

A rn o ld , h o w e v e r , c o n tr iv e d  to  m a k e  h im  u n ­
d e r s ta n d  t h a t  h e  w a n te d  to  p ro c e e d  to  t h e  n e ig h - 
b o  h o o d  o f  D e  l a  M o re  H a l l ;  a n d  S p o o n b ill  
a n s w e re d , s t i l l  h a llo o in g  a t  t h e  to p  o f  h i s  v o ice , 
a s  t h o u g h  t h a t  w e re  t h e  o n ly  w a y  t o  m a k e  a 
fo re ig n e r  u n d e r s t a n d  E n g l is h ,  “ D o a n ’t  w a n s  to  
go  to  t b e  H a ll,  d o ’e e  ?”

A rn o ld  n o d d e d  h i s  h e a d ,  a n d  S p o o n b ill  s h o o k  
h is .

“  B e a n ’t  n o  u se  n o w ,” t h e  l a t t e r  s a id . “ F a m ily  
b e  a w a y  h e re  in  L u n n o n .”

“ V a t,  11?”
“ E e s , a l l ,” s h o u te d  S p o o n b ill . “ C o u ld n ’t  s ta n d  

m u rd e r  of t ’ g a m e k e e p e r  ”
'• M u rd e r  o f w n o  ? ” c r ie d  A rn o ld , in  h i s  tu rn .
“  W h y , o f S e a to u  t ’ g a m e k e e p e r ,  t o  b o  su re . 

S o o m b o d y  b e a t  h is  s k u ll  in , i n  lo n e  c o p se , n o t  
f a r  f ro m  h is  o w n  c o t.”

m o ld  g a sp e d  fo r  b r e a th ,  a n d  s ta g g e re d  b a c k . 
T h e n  h e  e e iz e d  ».he c o u n tr y  m a n  b y  t h e  a rm , a n d  
sa id , b e tw e e n  h i s  t e e th ,  “  A n d  t h e  m u rd e r e r  ?”

“ A h ! t h a t  b e  i t !  > o a n ’t  k n o w  w h o  d id  i t — 
b u t  S e a to n  b e  k ille d , s u re  e n o u g h .’

‘ B y  b y  a  b lo w —o n  th e  te m p le  ?”
“  E e s , s u re ly .”
“ E t e r n a l  h e a v e n  !”
“ A v, b e  s tr a n g e  e n o u g h , I  c a n  t e l l ’eo ! W h y , 

d a u g h te r  f le d  aw av  s a m e  n ig h t  ; s o m e  d o  s a y  fo»* 
o n e  c a u se , a n d  so m e  do  s a y  f o r  ’n o th e r  , b u t  I  d o  
r a y  to  drow m  h e rs e lf ,  p o o r  la s s  ! fo r  t ’ o ld  m a u  
w a s  a l l  s h e  h a d  to  lo o k  u p  t o  ”

I t  s e e m e d  t o  A rn o ld  a s  i f  h i s  b r a in  w o u ld  b u r s t  
—t h e r e  w a s  t h e  c la n g in g  o f a  t h o u s a n d  c y m b a ls  
in  h is  e a rs .  H e  s to o d  l ik e  o n e  c h a n g e d  f ro m  
m o r ta l  l ife  i n to  a  s ta tu e .  T h e  r o a r  o f  th o  p a s s in g  
v eh ic le s, t h e  p re s e n c e  o f h u r ry in g  fo o t  t ra v e le r s ,  
t h e  d in  o f  b u s y  tra ff ic ,  h e  w as n o t  c o n sc io u s  o f  ; 
h e  saw  o n ly  t h e  g r im , g lo o m y , le a fy  c o p se  ; t h e  
b le e d in g  b o d y  o f  Se i to n  ly in g  th e r e ,  t h e  w h i te  
f ig u re  o f A m y, f ly in g  in to  th e  b la c k  a n d  f ro w n in g  
w a te rs  f  s o m o  d e e p  p o o l. H e  d id  n o t  s e e  t h a t  
e v e n  S p o o n b ill  w a s  s t r u c k  w i th  t h e  su d o e n  

. - i id n e ss  o f  h i s  a s p e c t  ; o r  t h a t  a  lo w -lo o k in g  
fe llo w  g a z e d  a t  h im  w i th  e a g e r  e y ; s, a s  th o u g h  
b e n e a th  t h e  d isg u ise  h e  r e c o g n iz e d  t h e  t r u e  
p e rso n . N a u g h t  b u t  t h i s  t e r r ib l e  s p e c t r a l  v is io n  
f ille d  1?is  s: e in g ;  a n -1 s u d d e n ly  h e  u t t e r e a  a  c ry , 
tu rn e d , a n d f lo d  l ik e  a  s ta r t l e d  d e e r—w a s  O ut of 
s ig h t  b e fo re  S p o o n b ill  c o u ld  m a k e  a n  e x c la m a ­
t io n ,  o r  t h e  g la r in g  e y e s  o f  t h e  g r im y  ru ff ia n  
c o u ld  n o te  w h ic h  p a th  h e  to o k . F le d  ! a y , f led  
a s  i f  f ro m  a n  a v e n g in g  s p i r i t  f le d  a s  i f  a  t ro o p  of 
o fficers o f  ju s t ic e  w ere a f t e r  h im , le d  o n  b y  th e  
нр r i t  o f  r e t r ib u t io n —w h i th e r  h e  k n e w  n o t .  A ll 
h e  k n e w  w a s  t h a t  b e  w a s  p u r s u e d  b y  t h e  h o w lin g  
c ry  o f S e a to n ’s b lo o d  fo r  v en g e an c e ,:  a n d  h e  fled  
o h —o n , a s  th o u g h  h i s  f lig h t  w a s  n e v e r  to  a n  en d , 
a n d  th e  t ro o p  o f g h o s tiy  m y rm id o u s  o f  v e n g e a n c e  
w o u ld  n e v e r  q u i t  t n e  p u r s u i t .

I t  w a s  lo n g  e re  h e  а ^ а іп  b e c a m e  c o n s c io u s  of 
w h a t  w as p a s s in g  a b o u t  h im  W e ek s  h a d  p a sse  
a .v a y , w h e n  o?ie e v e n in g  in  t h e  d im  tw i l ig h t ,  h e  
b e c a m e  a w a re  t h a t  h e  w a s  in  so m e  s tr a n g e  b e d  
c h a m b e r , a n d  t h a t  a t  t h e  fo o t  o f h i s  c o u c h  a  
y o u n g  g ir l  s a t  e m p lo y e d  in  n e e d le  w o rk ,—s e e m ­
in g ly  a lso  e n g a g ed  in  th o u g h t ,  fo r  s h e  o c c as io u ly  
p u t  d o w n  h e r  w o rk  a n d  lo o k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  w in d o w  
drea 'i .n ly , a n d  t h e n  to o k  u p  h e r  w o rk  a g a in , a n d  
w e n t  o n  w i t ) i i t  a s  th o u g h , n o tw i th s  a n d iu g  h e r  
а іш о  t  u n c e a s in g  p ly in g  o f  t h e  n e e d le , i t  d id  n o t  
o c c u p y  m u c h  o f h e r  a t t e n t io n .

H e  g a z e d  a ro u n d  t h e  a p a r tm e n t ,  b u t  h e  r e ­
m e m b e re d  i t  n o t  ; t h e  d e c o ra tio n s , t h e  f u rn i ­
tu re ,  a l l  w ero  s tra u g o  t o  h i m ;  a n d  h i s  ey es  
c a m e -b a c k  a g a in  to  t h e  y o u n g  g irl , s t i l l  p ly in g  
i e r  n e e d le  in  s ile n c e  s a v e  t h e  i r r i t a t i n g  t ic k  
e v e ry  i n s t a n t  o f t h o  th r e a d  b e iu g  d ra w n  th ro u g h  
t h e  m a tt- r ia l ,  w h ic h , h o w ev er, A rn o ld  d id  n- t  
n o t ic e .  H e  p e ru s e d  t h e  l in e a m e n ts  o f  th e  y o u n g  
g i r l ’s  l a c e  b u t  k n e w  th e m  n o t  ; t h e y  w ere  p r e t t y  
a n d  re g u la r ,  h e r  d re s s  w a s  p la in ,  b u t  g o o d  a n d  
w e ll- f ittin g , a< d  h e r  a i r  t h a t  o f o n e  m  a  re s p e c ta -  
b  e  s p h e re  th o u g h  n o t  a n  e le v a te d  o n e  

H e  y e t  l a y  s t i l l  a n d  m o tio n le s s ,  w o n d e r in g . H e  
fo u n d  i t  d iff ic u lt  to  c a l l  u p  t h o  p a s t ,  th o u g h  h- 
t r i a d  ; t h e r e  w a s  a  li- .z y  w a n d e r in g  s e n s a t io n  
a v e rs e  h e  th o u g h t  a l to g e th e r .  S till  h e  c o u ld  
te l l  t h a t  h e  w a s  in  a  s tr a n g e  p la c e , a n d  a m o n g  
t r  a n g e rs .

P r e s e n t ly  h e  s a id , in  a  fe e b le  v o ice , “ P r a y  to ll  
m e  w h e re  I  a m  ?”

T h e  y  lung  g ir l  s t a r te d  a n d  th re w  d o w n  h e r  
w o rk , a n d  c a m e  to w a rd s  h im .  S h e  k n e l t  d o w n  
b y  h im  a n d  sa id , “ A re  y o u  b e t t e r  ?”

“ I  d o  n o t  know . 1 r e m e m b e r  n o t  to  h a v e  b e e n  
i l l  W h e re  a m  I  ?” h e  s a id  in  a  lo w  to n o  

“ A m o n g  f r ie n d s ,” t-he r e p l ie d  in  a  s o f t  vo ice , 
a n d  a d d e d , “ D o  n o t  s p e a k  ; y o u  a r e  to o  w e a k  
y e t.  I  w ill go  a n d  f e tc h  m y  m o th e r .”

H e  s t r e tc h e d  f o r th  h i s  h a n d  to  s ta y  l ie r .
“  л а у , ” s a id  h e , “l e t  m e  h e a r  a l l  f ro m  y o u r  

l ip s ,  if  I  d o  n o t  t a x  y o u r  k in d n e s s .”
‘ O h, n o ,” th o  g i r l  r e p l ie d  g a z in g  u p o n  h im  

a lm o s t  te n d e r ly .  “ D o  y o u  k n o w  m e  n o w  ?” 
s h e  a sk e d , a  f a in t  s m ile  i l lu m in g  h e r  p r e t t y  
f e a tu ie s .

H e  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d .
“  A h , th e n ,” sh e  s a id  a rc h ly ,  “ y o u  a r e  b e t t e r ,  

fo r  y o u  w o u ld — a h  I n o t  so  lo n g  b a c k  !—in s i s t  u p ­
o n  it. I  w a s  a n  a n g e l—y o u r  a n g e l ! О y o u  n a u g h ty  
b o y  ! y o u  la id  c la im  to  m e, a n d  w ô  Id  d e c la re  
t h a t  I  s h o u ld  b e  th o  b r id e  o f  n o  o n e  b u t  y o u . I  
see  y o u  a re  im p a t ie n t  a t  su c h  n o n s e u so  n o w  
W ell, b e  g ood  am i q u ie t ,  a n d  d o n ’t  d is u u r b  y o u r ­
se lf. I  w il l  n o t  k e e p  y o u  lo n g , fo r ,  a f t e r  a i l  th e  
to ry  is  s h o r t ,  a l th o u g h  y o u  h a v e  f r ig h te n e d  u s  

a ll s a d ly , a n d  m a d e —a —a  p e rs o n  I  k n o w  a lm o s t  
go  b e s id e  h im s e lf  ”

“  B u t  w h e re  a m  I  ?” a g a in  a s k e d  A rn o ld , p r e s s ­
in g  h is  h a n d  to  h i s  fo ro n e a d , s tr iv in g  to  r e c o l le c t  
how r o r  w h y  h e  c o u ld  b o  t h e r e  a t  a ll.

“ Do you not remember coming., ono day and

t a k in g  th e s e  a p a r tm e n t s  ?" s h e  s a id , lo o k in g  a t  
h im  w i th  so m e  s u rp r ise .

“ N o.”
“ N o r  t e l l in g  m e  w h e n  I  in fo r m e d  y o u  t h a t  m y  

m o th e r  wra s  o u t  on  b u s in e s s ,  i t  d id  n o t  m a t t e r — 
t h a t  y o u  h a d  d e c id e d  o n  ta k in g  t h e  a p a r t m e n t s  
fo r  s ix  m o n th s ,  p a y in g  th e  r e n t  f o r  t h e  h o le  
t im e  in  a d v a n c e , s a y in g , t h a t  i f  m y  m o th e r  w a s  
l ik e  m e  y o u  w a s  s u re  y o u  s h o u ld  h o t  q u a r r e l  
w i th  e i t h e r  ? D o  y o u  n o t  r e m e m b e r  ?”

“ N o t  a  c ir c u m s ta n c e .”
“ I  d o ,” s a id  th o  g i r l  th o u g h tf u l ly  ; a n d  t h e n  

s a id  q u ic k ly , “ T h a t  s a m e  n ig h t  y o u  c a m e  b a c k ,  
o u t  o f b r e a th  w i th  r u n n in g  v io le n t ly  , a n d , w h e n  
y o u  g o t  in  t h i s  ro o m  y o u  fe ll  d o w n  in  a  sw o o n  
M y m o th e r  h a d  j u s t  r e tu r n e d ,  w e g o t  m e d ic a l  
a s s is t  n e e , a n d  y o u  w e re  r e c o v e re d  o n ly  to  b e ­
c o m e  w ild ly  d e lir io u s , r a v in g  a b o u t  a l l  k in d s  o f 
s t r a n g e  th in g s  . the.-, y o u  w e re  se iz e d  w i th  a  v io ­
l e n t  fe v e r , a n d  w e о g iv e n  o v e r  A h  ! s ir ,” sa id  
t h e  g irl , t h e  to a r s  r u n n in g  d o w n  h e r  ch eek n , “ I  
w a s  p la c e d  h e re  to  w a tc h  f o r  t h e  c r is is .  M y p o o r  
m o th e r  s a d ly  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  h o p e  fo r  
y o u  ; b u t  t i i e  d o c to r  s a id  t h e r e  w a«  a  c h a n c e ,  a n d  
I  p r a y e d  f o r  y o u —in d e e d  I  d id , s ir ,  a n d  i t  s e e m s  
a s  t h o u g h  k iu d  h e a v e n  h a s  h e a r d  m y  p r a y ѳгн. 
B u t  th e n ,  s ir , y o u  m u s t  n o t  s a y  à  w o rd , a s  i t  w ill  
o n ly  m a k e  y o u  b a d  a g a in ,” s h e  e x c la im e d ,  a s  
A rn o ld  w as a b o u t  t o  s p e a k . S h e  d r ie d  h e r  e y e s  
a n d  s a id , “ P r a y  b e  q u i te  s t i l l ,  a n d  I  w il l  r u n  
a u  i  t e l l  e a r  m o th e r ,  O h  ! s h e  w il l  b e  so  g lad , 
fo r  fclie l ik e s  y o u , s ir , v e ry , v e ry  m u c h .” L i l t in g  
u p  h e r  f in g e r  in  c a u tio n  to  h im ,  s h e  s to le , o n  t ip  
o e , o u t  o f  t h e  ro o m .

A  few  m in u ie s  a f te rw a rd s  s h e  r e tu r n e d  w i th  a  
p le a s in g , c o m fo r ta b le  lo o k in g  d a m e , a n d  a  g re y  
h a i r e d  e ld e r ly  1 o k in g  m a n ,  d re s s e d  in  b la c k , 
w h o  w a s  u n m is ta k a b ly  t h e  d o c to r  f o r  h e  m a d e  
h is  w a y  to  t h e  b e d s id e , a n d  p la c e d  h i s  h a n d  u p o n  
A rn o ld ’s p u lse , a n d  c o u n te d  t h o  b e e ts  i n  s ile n c e . 
P r e s e n t ly  h e  s a id ,—

“ A h a  ! t h a t  w ill  d o —w o a re  b e t t e r  n o w , th o u g h  
t h e r e  is  s t i l l  m u c h  to  d o . P a t ie n c e ,  q u ie t ,  n o  
ta lk in g ,  n o u r is h m e n t ,  a n d  so o n , w i th  s o m e  l i t t l o  
s t r e n g th e n i g m a t te r s  w h ic h  I  w ill  s e n d  a u d  w e 
s h a l l  so o n  b e  o u t  a g a in  a s  s tr o n g  a n d  a s  w e ll a s  
e v e r—a s  w e ll  a s  o v e r  w e  w e re . M rs F a i r c h i ld ,  
y o u  m v s t  b e  d o c to r  n o w  : h e  w a n ts  g o o d  n u r s ­
in g . Y o u r  l i t t l e  w o m a n  th e r e ,  a l tn o u g h  s h e  h a s  
b e e n  a  v e ry  g o o d  c h ild —a  v e ry  g o o d , k in d  p a ­
t i e n t  e n d u r in g  l i t t l e  n u r s e —m u s t  n o t  j u s t  y e t  
a w h ile ,  l e t  h e r  l i t t l e  i n d u s t r io u s  to n g u e  w a g  
S h e  m a y  w a tc h , a n d  n u r s e ,  a n d  p r a y  i f  sh e  
w il l  b ; i t  f o r  a  few  d a y s  a t  l e a s t  i t  m u s t  b e  in  
s i le n c e  ”

F o r  a  few  d a y s  i t  w a s  so  ; b u t  h e  g ro w  so 
r a p id ly  b e t t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  b a n  w a s  ta k e n  o ff t h e  
l ip s o f M i l ly  F a i r c h i ld ,  t o  h e r  i n te n s e  s a t i s f a c ­
t io n ,  a n d  m u c h  t o  t h e  e n l ig h te n m e n t  o f  A- n o ld . 
H e  le a r n e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  r a v e d  o f h i s  f a th e r ,  
t h o  e a r l—o f h i s  iw n  lo rd ly  t i t l e  o f S e a to n , 
t h e  g a m e k e e p e r ,  a n d  e n a c te d  t h e  sc e n e  o f  a  f ie rce  
s tru g g le  w i th  h im —a n d  h e  in c e s s a n t ly  c a l le d  to  
A m y .

‘Y o u  c a lle d  m o  A m y ,”  s a id  M illy  lo o k in g  u p  to  
h im  w i th  a  w in n in g  s m ile , “a n d  s a id  I  w a s  y o u r  
lo v e ;  a n d  b e g g e d  m e  to  l a y  m y  h e a d  u p o n  
y o u r  b r e a s t ,  a n d  y o u  w o u ld  p r o te c t  m e  
f ro m  a l l  th o  w o r ld . I  w a n te d  t o  h u m o r  
y o u  ; b u t  m o th e r  s a id , ‘ N o. ’ A n d  
t h e n  y o u  g rew  a n g ry , a n d  c a l le d  h e r  n a m e s ,  a n d  
to ld  h e r  y o u  w o u ld  b e a t  m e  a w a y —I  c a n ’t  roco l- 
w h e re  ; a n d  to  p a c ify  y o u , I  w a s  o b lig e d  t o  m a k e  
p r e t e n d  a n  ■ c o m e  v e ry  c lo s e  to  y o u . R e a lly , 
s ir ,  y o u  m u s t  b o  v o ry  fo n d  o f  t h e  y o u u g  la d y  
n a m e d  A m y , i o r  y o u  d id  e m b r a c e  m e  so affec- 
t i e ly  ”

A rn o id  d id  n o t  s m i le — п а зг, h i s  l ip  q u iv e re d  
w i th  p a in .

** I  t r u s t  I  d id  n o t  o f fe n d  y o u , M illy ,” h e  sa id , 
a lm o s t  m o u rn fu lly .

“ O ffen d  m e  ?” r e p e a t e d  M illy , a l l  b u t  a s ­
to u n d e d  a t  s u c h  a  s u p p o s it io n .  “ N o , in d e e d  1 
M o th e r  s a id  i t  c e r ta in ly  w a s n 't  a l to g e th e r  p ro  
p e r ,  o u t  sh o  w a s  w i th  u s; a n d  b e s id e s , l a  ! if  w e 
w e re  o n ly  to  d o  th o s e  th in g s  t h a t  w e re  q u i te  
р ю р е г ,  w h a t  w o u ld  b e c o m e  of u s  a l l ?  W e  s h o u ld  
n e v e r  h a v e  a  b  t j  o f  fu n . T b e r e  w a s  a  b i t  o f a  
s t i r  i t  i s  t r u e  ; b u t  d e a r  m e , t h a t  w as o f  n o  c o n ­
s e q u e n c e —t h a t  w a s  so o n  s o tt le d .”

“ A b i t  o f a  s t i r  !” r e p e a t e d  A rn o ld  w i th  s o m e  
s u rp r ise .  “ W h o  o c c a s io n e d  i t  ?”

“ W h y  y o u , s ir ,  o c c a s io n e d  i t , ”  s h e  s a id , lo o k in g  
m e r r i l y  in  h i s  fac e . “ T h e  t r u t h  is ,” s h e  c o n ­
t in u e d ,  la y in g  l ie r  s  f t  h a n d  u p o n  h n  
“ L am  s o m e b o d y  o lse ’s A m y , a n d  h e  is  in  a  
p e r p e tu a l  tw i t t e r  fo r  f e a r  I  s h o rn d  b e  a n y ­
b o d y  e l - e ’.s A m y  ; a n d  h e  th in k s  I  a m  n o t  
p a r t i c u l a r  e n o u g h  u p o n  t h a t  p o in t .  H e  ai 
m o s t  f a in t e d  w h e n  I  t o ld  h im  t h a t  s u c h  a  
n ic e  y o u n g  gen tlem » n , w i tn  d a r k  h a i r  a n d  d a rk
m u s ta c h io s  h a d  ta k e n  o u r  B y  t h e  i ye , w h e re
a re  y o u r  m u s ta c h io s  a n d  w h is k e rs  ? Y o u r  h a h ,  
to o , is  a n o th e r  c o lo r .”

A rn o ld  im m e d ia te ly  r e m e m b e r e d  th o  d isg u ise  
h e  h a d  a s s u m e d .  W h is k e rs ,  w ig , m u s ta c h io s  
a l l  h a d  d is a p p e a re d .  W h e re  t h e y  h a d  g o n e  h e  
k n e w  n o t .  in v o lu n ta r i ly ,  w h e n  s h e  p u t  th is  
q u e s t io n  p lu m p ly  to  h im , h e  p la c e d  h i s  h a n d  
to  h is  fa c e . H e  f e l t  th o  c o lo r  r is e  t h e r e  a n d ,  fo» 
t h e  m o m . n t ,  h o  k n e w  n o t  w h a t  to  re p ly .  S h e  
o b s e rv e d  h i s  s u rp r i s e  a n d  la u g h in g ly  a n s w e re d  
fo r  h im .

*• T h e  i lln e s s  a n d  t h e  b a r b e r  to g e th e r  h a v e  
m a n a g e d  i t ,  I  su p p o s e .” s h e  s a id  : “ a l th o u g h  I  
d o n ’t  r e m e m b e r  h i s  c o m in g . N o  m a t t e r .  To  
f in is h  w h a t  I  w a s  s a y  n g  : T h e  u n r e a s o n a b le  
p e rs o n  o f w h o m  J. w a s  s p e a k in g —w iie n  h e  le a r n e d  
o f  y o u r  t e n d e r n e s s  t< w a rd s  m e . w h e n  y o u  im a g  
in e d  I  w a s  t h e  b e a u t i fu l  A m y , o f  w h o m  y o u  so 
o f te n  s p  ike a lm o s t  w e n t  i n to  a s  b a d  a  r a v in g  
f i t  . s  y o u  y o u r se l f  d id  w h e n  f ir s t  y o u  w e re  t a k e n  
i l l—u u t i l  I  c o o le d  Іііь t ra g e d y  p e r f o r m a n c e  by 
r e q u e s t in g  b im  n e v e r  t o  m a k e  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  
h e re  a n y  m o re .”

“ D id  h e  o b e y  y o u ? ”
“  W e d , h e  f lo u n c e d  o ff  t h e n ,  v o w in g , b y  

J o v e ,h e  n e v e r  w o u ld ;  b u t ,  a h !  h e  »vas h e re  
n e x t  n ig h t ,  a t  e ig h t  w h e n  h e  h a d  l e f t  b u s i-  
ne»8. I  k n e w  h e  w o u ld  b e , th w u g h  m o th e r  s a id  
h e ’d  c o m e  n o  m o re , a n d  I  s h o u ld  s u p  s o rro w  by 
s p o o n fu ls  t h r o  igh  m y  w ilfu ln e ss .  C o m e  ? of 
cour*-e  h e  c a m e , a n d  beg* e d  m y  p a r d o n  ; a n d  
t h e n  I  s e rv e d  h im  o u t ,  fo r  I  w a s  c o ld  t o  h im , a n d  
m a d e  h im  fe e l  a s  i f  h e  h a d  b e e n  r o a s t e d  a t  a  
s lo w  f ire  ”

“  D o  y o u  lo v o  h im , M illy  ?’
“ W ell, I  d o n ’t  k n o w . I  l ik e  h im  v e ry  w e ll.’
“  O n ly  t e l l  m o  t h e  t r u t h ,  a s  i f  y o u  w e re  s p e a k ­

in g  t o  H im  th e r o .” A rn o ld  p o in te d  u p w a r d  as  
h e  яроко.

T h e  g i r l  l o o k e d  a t  h im  w ith  s u rp r ise .
“ W h y  ? s h e  a s k e d , v e ry  se rio u s ly .
“ D o  y o u  lik o  m e  b e t t e r  ?”
“ Y ou . s i r  ?”
“ A ye, m e  ! I  a m  g o in g  f a r ,  f a r  h e n c e .  I f  y o u  

p r e f e r  m o  to  h im ,  I ’l l  t a k e  y o u  w i th  m o . W ill  
y o u  go  ?”

“  N o , n o —o h , n o  !”
“ T h e n  y o u  lo v e  h im  ?”
“ O h , s ir  !” b h e  sa id , lo o k in g  a  t  h im  e a rn e s t ly ,  

“ w h y  d o  y o u  w is h  to  w r in g  th i s  c o n fe s s io n  f ro m  
m e '? ”

“ N a y , I  w o u ld  n o t  w r in g  i t  f ro m  y o u . Y ou  
h a v e  to ld  m e  h e  lo v e s  y o u . A n s w e r  m o , a n d  
t r u ly  ; i s  h is  lo v e  r e tu r n e d ,  o r  I  s h a l l  r e p e a t  m y  
o ffe r  i n  t e r m s  y o u  m a y  f in d  i t  h a r d  to  re fu s e

“ I  w o u ld  n o t  lo av o  h im  f o r  w o r ld s ,” s a id  sh o  
e m p  a tic a lly .  »

“ T h e n  y o u  lo v e  h im  ?”
“ I  d o  ! I  d o  !” s h e  s a id  w i th  a  s u d d e n ' b u r s t  o f 

e n e rg y . “ I  d o  lo v e  h im  w i th  m y  w h o le  h e a r t  !” 
“  I  th o u g h t  so ,” r e tu r n e d  A rn o ld . “  C o n t in u e  

to  d o  so  if  h e  is  w o r th y .”
“  O h, h e  is  in d e e d ,  s ir , t h e  m o s t  u p r ig h t  a n d

h o n o r a b lo ------------”
“ W eil ! S u p p o se  h o  w e re  t o  e m b ra c e  a y o u n t ’ 

l a d y  - n o t  y o u - a n d  a c t  w i th  h e r  t h e  p a r t  o f  a 
lo v e r , a n d  y o u  w e re  i o ld  o f i t —s h o u ld  y o u  la u g h
a t  i t  a n d  t r e a t  i t  m i r th f u l ly ----- 1— ”

» S ir—I ---------”
“  W o u ld  y o u  e x p e c t  h im  io  t r e a t  y o u  c o ld ly  

a n d  d isd a in fu l ly  i f  y o u  o ffe re d  so m e  o b je c tio n s  to  
i t  ? w o u ld  y o u  e x p e c t  to  b e  c a lle d  u p o n  to  b e g  h is  
p a rd o n ? ”

M illy  b u r s t  i n to  t e a r s .
“ D o  3rou; to o , u p b r a id  m e  s ir  ?” s h e  e x c la im e d  

so b b in g .“ Y o u  ! w h e n  i t  w a s  o n  y o u r  a c c o u n t  o n ly  
a l l  t h i s  h a s  h a p p e n e d  ! Y o u  lo o k e d  so  i l l  so  w a n  
a n d  so  b e se e c h in g , I  c o u ld  n o t  r e fu s e  y o u , s i r — 
in d e e d , I  c o u ld  n o t .”

N a y , p r e t t y  M illy ,” s a id  h e  s o o th in g ly  
“ I  k n o w  t h e  a c t,  c o m p la in e d  o f  b y  o th e r s ,  
w a s  d o n e  o u t  o f t h e  k in d n e s s  o f  y o u r  g e n tle  
w o m a n ’s h e a r t  I t  w a s  n o t  o f  t h a t  I  s p e ak , 
I  a p p re c ia te  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  w a rm ly  fo r  i t .  I  
o n ly  t h in k  t h a t  y o u  h o u ld  h a v e  f r a n k ly  e x ­
p la in e d  a ll  to  ‘ h im ,’ a n d , in s te a d  o f с о ш р еИ іш  
h im  to  b eg  y o u r  p a rd o n ,  h a v e  r a t h e r  a s k e d  h is  
I  h a v e  m a d e  a  f a ls e  s te p . W h e re  t o e  c o n se q u e n c e s  
w ill em i I  c a n n o t  fo re s e e . I  w o u ld  g u a rd  y o u  
fro m  a  s im ila r  e r r o r .  A h !  i t  i s  so  e a s y  to  ta k e  
t h e  s te p ,  so  d iff ic u lt  t o  r e p a i r  i t . ”

At t h i s  m o m e n t  f u r t h e r  s p e e c h  w a s  in te r r u p te d  
b y  t h e  e n tr a n c e  o f  M rs. F a i rc h i ld ,  w h o  a d d re s s ­
in g  h e rs e l f  i о  A rn o ld , s a id , “ I f y o u  le a s e  s ir, 
t h e r e  a re  tw o  p e rs o n s  d o w n  s ta i rs ,  w h o  s t a t e  th e y  
w ish  to  h a v e  a  few  w o rd s  w i th  y o u .

“ W ith  u e  ? W h a t  n a m e  d id  t h e y  a s k  f o r  ?” 
h e  a sk ed  in  s u rp r ise ,

“ M r A rn o ld , o f D e  l a  M o re  H a ll.  I  to ld  th e m  
t h a t  w a s  n o t  y o u r  n a m e , b u t  t h e y  s a id  th e y  w e re  
s u re  y o u  w e re  t h e  p e i  son , a i id  i f  I  w o u ld  s a y  t h a t  
t h e y  c o m e  fro m  D e l a  M o re  H a ll,  o n  v e ry  im p o r t ­
a n t  b u  m e s s , t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  s e e  t h e m .”

“ W h a t  k in d  o f  p e rs o n s  a r e  th e y ,  M rs  F a i r ­
c h ild  ?” h e  in q u ir e d .

“ W e ll, r e a l ly ,  s i r  !” s h e  r e tu r n e d ,  “  o n e , i f  I  
m a y  s p e a k  p l a in  is  a  p e r f e c t  ru ff ia n , a n d  th e  
o th e r  d o e s  n o t  lo o k  m u c h  b e t t e r . ”

“ B e  goo d  e n o u g h  to  t e l l  th e m ,  I  k n o w  n o th in g  
a b o u t  t h e m , o r  t h e  p la c e  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  s p e a k , 
a n d  i f  t h e y  h e s i ta te  to  r e t i r e ,  I  p e rc e iv e  a  p o lice  
m a n  Stan- in g  a-., t h e  c o rn e r —c a ll  h im  to  y o u r  
a id  i n  re m o v in g  t h e m .”

M rs F a i r c h i ld  o b e y e d  h i s  i n s t r u c t io n s .  H e  
h e a r d  s o m e  a l t e r a t io n s  b e lo w , b u t  a  p r o m p t  r e f ­
e re n c e  t o  a  p o 'ic e m a n  s e t t le d  t h e  q u e s tio n , a n d  
f ro m  t h e  w in d o w  A rn o ld  s a w  c ro s s  t h e  r o a d  t h e  
m a n  S ta rk ,  a n d  a  f e llo w  w h o m  h e  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  
a  p o a c h e r ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  p o in te d  o u t  t o  h im  a s  a  
d a n g e ro u s  s c o u n d r  1.

H e  s a w  h im  e y e  t h e  h o u s e  c lo se ly , a n d  S ta rk  
m a d e  m e m o r a n d u m s ,  e v id e n t ly 'r e s p e c t in g  i t ,  b u t  
a t  t h e  a p p ro a c h  o f t h e  p o l ic e m a n  to w a rd s  th e m ,  
th e y  m o v « d  r a p id ly  o ff—s ti ll ,  h o w e v e r , g la n c in g  
e t  t h e  h o u se .

T h is  a s y lu m  w o u ld  n o t  r e m a in  s u c h , i t  w a s  
p la in , a n y  lo n g e r . H e  k n e w  S t a r k —n o t  ;a s  th e  
s p y  w h o  h a -i b e e n  s e t  u p o n  h im  to  w a tc h  h is  
m o v e m e n ts ,  b u t  a s  o n e  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  e s ta te ,  
a n d  h e  h a d  n o  d o u b t  t h e  fe llo w  h a d  so m e  c lu e  to  
c o n n e c t  h im  w i th  t h e  d e a th  o f  S e a to n , a n d  w as 
in  s e a rc h  o f h im  H e  d id  n o t  f o r  a  m o m e n t  b e ­
lie v e  t h a t  ih e  b lo w  h e  h a d  in f l ic te d  o n  th e  g a m e  
k e e p e r  l i a  i a b s o lu te ly  k i lle d  h im , b u t  l ie  co u ld  
n o t  p u rm ie e  h o w  f u r  i t  h a d  b e e n  a c ce sso ry  to  it. 
H e  f e l t  in e x p re s s ib ly  m is e ra b le ,  a n d  w i th o u t  
m u c h  pow^-r t o  a c t,  h e , h o w e v e r , d e te r m in e d  to  
le a v e  w i th o u t  h a v in g  a  n o t io n  w h e re  to  go. 
T h o  d e a th  o f  S eat- n  h a d  o n c e  m o re  a l t e r e d  h i s  
de, ig n , a n d  h e n c e f o r th  h e  m u s t  a c tu a l ly  b e c o m e  
a  w a n d e r e r  a n d  a n  o u tc a s t ,  w i th  t h e  
s ta in  o f  b lo o d  u p o n  h i s  h a n d s ,  a n d  t h e  w e ig h t  
o f  m u r d e r  u p o n  h i s  so u l. “  T h e  w o rld  w a s  a ll  
b e fo re  h im  w h e re  to  c h o o se  ;” b u t  w h a t  s p o t  to  
s e le c t, to  h id e  h im  a n d  h i s  so rro w s, h e  k n e w  
n o t .

T h is  w a s , h o w e v e r ,  d e c id e d  f o r  h im  b y  th e  doc­
t o r  w h o  a t t e n d e d  h im . A rn o ld  p a id  t h e  b ill , 
a n d , t h in k i n g  h im  f o r  t h e  sk ill  h e  b a d  e x h ib i te d  
in  ѳаѵіпьг h i s  life , m e n t io n e d  to  h im  h is  im m e ­
d ia te  d e p a r tu re .

T h e  m e d ic a l  m a n  s h o o k  h i s  h e a d ,  a n d  s a id . 
“  W h e re  a r e  y o u  g o ing , m a y  I  a s k  ?—p ro fe  s io n -  
a lly . y o u  k n o w —f o r  y o u  a r e  n o t  w e ll  y e t ,  r e m e m ­
b e r .”

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

COM IC B U D G E T .
. <n

—The most brilliant qualities become use­
less when they are not suotained by foroe of 
character.

—The difference between a pocket m easure 
and a vegetarian is, one is a foot rule and the 
other a root fool.

—If an empty purse oould speak, what 
love like speech would it m ake?—“ You’ll 
find no change in me.”

—“ Hold ihe forte for I  am coming !” Baid 
the muscular m an, as hia pals staggered on 
the stairway under the weight cf the piano.

•— Mr. Gladstone owns a piece of land at 
Niagara Fails, and refuses to sell a t any 
prico. He probably has a toll-gate on it .— 
boston Star.

—M. Deprez at the Munich Electral exhi­
bition worked a plough by means of electri­
city, the current being transm itted about 
forty miles.

—A correspondent wants to know whero 
the expression “ L e t u p ” comes from. We 
believe it comes from the fellow who isn ’t  on 
top in the fight.

—An English doctor wants everybody to 
be buried in  a wicker casket instead of a plain 
ooffin. He is supposed to be interested in  a 
wiilow plantation.

—The reason that {esthetics so admire the 
stork is th a t be oan stand for hours on one leg 
and look as though he didn’t know any- 
hing and didn’t want to.

—Ingersoll says no such m an as Noah ever 
existed. He probably bases his belief on tho 
asQumption that no man would invite a pair 
of mosquitoes into the ark.

—New Zealand has had a wonderful hop 
crop 4his уойг. Soil and climate both favor 
the production, and there are plenty of colon­
ists who understand the culture.

—Long haired men are generally weak and 
fanatical, and men with scant hair are the 
philosophers and soldiers and statesm en of 
the world.—London Lancet.

—Mr Insco, of Kentucky, gave his arm  to 
Mrs. Cooper for a  promenade at a country 
fair, and Mr. Cooper gave Mr. Ineco a  buliot 
to walk off with. The bullet took the pre« 
mium.

—“ Do you think my daughter is a flirta- 
tion ist?” asked a lady of a gentleman a t a 
watering place. “ I a m  sure I  do not know, 
madame,” was his answer. “  I  am not an 
observationist.”

—A seven year old boy entertained a crowd 
of spectators in front of the Grand Opera 
House Saturday night by turning singlo- 
handed hand-springs and executing other 
difficult feats for fun.

—Convicts at Dartmoor prison, in England, 
make skeleton keys out of the bones of their 
meat. Nothing could be more appropriate, 
fheir escape by thia means reminds us of one 
of those skeleton leaves.

—I i  is only during the first four weeks of 
his connection with a daily paper th a t a 
college graduate makes use of tho word 
“ yclept.” A*ter th a t he either leaves or is 
kilted and buried in the cellar.

—Those editors who want vests abolished 
as useless are vory short-sighted. W here 
would literary men and others of sedentary 
>ccupaiions get patches for their trousers if 

there were no vests ?
—W hen Cloeephist died his disconsolate 

widow moaned through her tea rs ,.“ Well, 
there is ono thing, John never gave me a 
cross word.” “  Nor anything else that he 
wasn’t obliged to ,” murmured Fogg.

—A fashion journal notes a dress of lemon- 
colored tulle, with moire bodico. We don’t  
know anything as to lemon-colored tulle, but 
feel satisfied that more bodice would fill a 
long felt want in full-dress costumes.

—A  y o u n g  la d y  i n  p a in t in g  a  p la q u e  
F o r  w h ic h  s h e  h a d  q u i te  a  n a q u e ,
D re w  a  m a n  a n d  a  b ird ,
W i th  t h e  m a n  q u i te  a  t h i r d  
S m a lle s t ,  w h ic h  w as n o t  q u i te  t h e  w h a q u e .  

—“ I ’m  i "  lo v e  w i th  y o u r  f ig u re ,” t h e  y o u n g  m a n  
s ig h e d .

“ Y o u  oxjjner m e, t h e n ,” t h e  y o u n g  la d y  r e p lie d  : 
“ L e t ’s d d  b o th  o u r  f o r tu n e s  a n d  t h e n  d iv id e .” 
A n d  th e n  t h e y  w e re  m a r r ie d  a n d  m u l t ip l ie d .  
—Mr. Glaa8tone b e c o m e s  senior commoner 

in tho Privy Council by the death of Sir 
George Grey, having “ kissed hands ” at the  
time of h is appointment forty one year» 
*go, during the fourth year of Queen Victoria’s 
reign.

—“ 0 Ы  my poor heart 1 My heart is 
breaking,” wailed a Chicago girl, and yet the 
doctor who was called in prescribed lime« 
water and told her she’d better leave off eat-* 
ing fried pork for a few days.

—The advance agent of a bad show has 
the best time. He can get out of town be­
fore hia company pei forms. I i  is the m ana­
ger who m ust stay and pay salaries and hear 
the compliments.—Augusta News.

—T h e  c o m e t  ! H e  is  o n  t h e  w ay ,
A n d  s in g in g  a s  h e  f lie s  ;

T h e  w h iz z in g  p l a n e t s  s h r in k  b e fo re  
T h e  s p e c te r  o f  t h e  sk ies.

A h  ! w e ll  m a y  r e g a l  o rb s  b u r n  b lue.
A n d  s a te l l i te ?  t u r n  p a le ,

T e n  m il l io n  c u b ic  m ile s  o f  h e a d 4 
T e n  b ill io n  le a g u e s  o f  t a i l .

—If the sky is clear, and you get out of 
bed at 4 a. m ., and climb up on the roof, 
maybe you can see the сотоь. You may des 
pend on catching a frightful cold and getting 
back into bed with your teeth chattering* 
anyway.

—’T w as  g o o d  K in g  B o re e  B u n g le e  B o o  
S a id  to  h i s  c o o k  : “ W h e re ’s m y  m e n u  ? 

I ’m c a v e r n o u s ly  f a i n t ;  I ’l l  d in e .
P ro d u c e  t h e  b i l l  a n d  b r in g  th e  w in e .”

C o o k  a n s w e r s  : “ S ire , t h e  f a t  m e n u  
H a v e  o rd e re d  c o o k e d  a re  in  t h e  s te w ."

—A name to continue with : The will o l
Cornelius Koopmanschap of San Francisco 
has been filed for probate. Tho estate is be­
queathed to the widow, Desire Victoria Touch- 
ard Koopmanschap, who is also nominated as 
executrix.

—A  l i t t l e  t h e f t ,  a  s m a l l  d e c e it ,
T o o  o f te n  le a d s  t o  m o r e .

’T is  h a r d  a t  f ir s t ,  b u t  t e m p t s  t h e  fe e t ,
A s th r o u g h  a n  o p e n  d o o r.

J u s t  ав  t h e  b r o a d e s t  r iv e r s  r u n  
F r o m  s m  .11 a n d d i s t a u t  sp rin g s ,

T h e  g r e a t e s t  c r im e s  i h a t  m e n  h a v e  d o n e  
H a v e  g ro w n  f ro m  l i t t l e  th in g s .

—A colored blacksmith was shoeing a mule 
not long ago, when the animal disengaged it-» 
self and drove, one of its hind feet ogainsfe 
the negro’s head with the force of a battering 
ram. A few days afterward someone asked 
the owner if the blaoksmith sustained severe 
injuries. “ I can’t say ho did,” responded 
she man, dejectedly, “ but the mule goes on 
three legs.”

—A teacher in a suburban school was gi"M 
mg her class an object lesson a few days ago, 
and drew a cat upon the blackboard for its 
inspection. She then asked what there was 
m the cat, and the unanim ous reply was, 

"  H air.” “  W hat else ?” ehe queried. There 
was a long pause of consideration, but finally 
the hand of a bright-eyed little five year old 
shot up an^ almost simultaneously came her 
trium phant answer, “  Fleas 1 ”

—There lives an oid gentleman who i& 
famous for the soiled condition of his linen». 
An old friend, who had been looking fixedly 
at the bosom of the old gentlem an’s shirt* 
spoke out thus : “ I  say, major, I ’ve known 
you for the last twenty years, and there is 
something about you th a t has puzzled me 
very much. I  would like to аьк you about it 
if you have no objection. I  hope you won’t 
get m ad?” “ Well, n o ; I  reckon not.”  
“ Well, then, major, do tell mo who wears 
your shirts before they get dirty ?”

TH E MAN W H O  O PRw S TH E CAR 
W IN D O W .

“  I  had a funny experience to day,’ 
marked Fenderson. “ I  had taken my seat 
in the car and opened the window, when all 
of a sudden a fellow baok of me leaned for­
ward and said : * I  beg your pardon, sir ; but 
did you ask me if the dust annoyed m e?’ 
I  didn’t know what to make cf him , but I  
shook my head and took up my paper. Five 
m inutes later, blamed If that chap didn’fc 
touch me on the back again and say : * Did 
you ask mo if tho wind was too much for 
me ?” And I  hadu’fc said a blessed word to 
him . Guess the fellow was drunk or crazy,”' 

The boys said they guessed he must have 
been, and then began to laugh. But Fender­
son couldn’t see what in time they found to 
laugh at*


