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C H A P T E R  XX.
FLOWN.

T b e  m a n  w hom  Т ч п  JBristow h a d  em ployed  
fo r  th e  co n s tru c tio n  of th e  w ard ro b e  w h ich  h a d  
p ro v ed  of so e ssen tia l serv ice  to  L io n e l D ering, 
w as a  c a b in e t m a k e r  n a m ed  P a u l W  gley, w ho 
k e p t a  sm a ll shoo  in  th e  ueighb  jrliood  of S->ven 
D ials, L  indon. I t  w as tn e  very  o nscu rity  of th is  
m a n , ь n d  th e  p e ttin e ss  ol h is  b u s  n e -s  w h  ch  had  
te m p te d  î o m t j  em p loy  h im . I t  w as not p ro b 
ab le  th a t  a  m *n  in  h is  p o s it.o n  w ou d  a sa  any  
im  e r t in e n t  q u es tio n s  ae to  th e  p u rp o -e  for 
w h icu  su  h a e  ran g e  p iece  of w o rk m an sh ip  w as 
in ten d ed , so long  a s  Пе w as p a id  read y  m oney  
fo r  h is  jo b . A na so f a r  T om  w as rig h t. W igley 
m a u e  th e  w a rd ro b e  accord ing  to  in s tru c tio n s , 
a n d  t r e a  ed  th e  w hole a f fa ira s  th o u g h  h e  w- re  
in  ih e  h a b i t  of m ak ing  a r tic le s  o i fu rn itu re  
w ith  fa lse  Ьаскв to  th e m  ev e ry  d a y  in  th e  w eek 
B u t  T o m ’s fire t m is tak e  la y  in  th iu k in g  th a t  
su ch  a  m a n  w ou ld  be less lik e ly  th a n  a  m  ,re  r e 
p u ta b le  a n d  w ell to do tra d e sm a n  to  co n n ec t in 
h is  ow n m iu d , as tw  > lin k s  in  a  possib le ch a i , 
th e  e cape  o f a  p riso n e r from  D ux ley  ja il 
w ith  th e  fa c t of h av in g  te n t  to  t h a t  very  tow n 
a  w ara ro b e  so co n s tru c ted  th a t  a  m a n  m ig h t be 
h id d e n  aw ay  in  i t  w ith  ease  T om ’s 
second  m is ta k e  la y  in  le ttin g  W igley 
know  th e  d e s tin a tio n  o f th e  w ard robe. ‘I  
o u g h t to  h av e  h a d  i t  sen t to  th e  ra ilw ay  b ta tion  
ad d ressed  sim ply  to  m y  o rder,” h e  sa id  to  n iin - 
self, ‘‘a n d  a fie rw a rd s , w h en  i t  w as e n t ire ly  o u t 
of W igley’s h an d s , h a v e  re -ad d re ssed  i t  m ycelf to  
A lder C o ttage .”

T om  w as q u ite  aw are  t h a t  on  b is  p o in t h e  h a d  
c o m m itte d  a n  e r ro r  of j u dgem en t ; b u t  h e  never 
a p o re h e n u e d  t h a t  th e  s lig h te s t dau g e r could  
sp rin g  t<. e re  :rom .

M r W igley, a f te r  w ork ing  very  b a rd  fo r six 
days, gen e ra lly  d ev o ted  a  p o rtio n  of th e  seven th  
to  pos ing h im se lf  u p  in  th e  new s of tb e  w eek 
A t e r  a  h e a r ty  d inne r, i t  w as h is  d e lig h t on  a  
S unday  afte rn o o n  to  s t  a t  ease a n d  en jo y  Lis 
new sp ap er a n d  h is  p ipe . H e h a d  ta k e n  g re a t 
in te re s t  in  th e  escape  of L io n e l D ering, as d e ta il
ed  in  h is  fav o rite  jo u rn a l ; a n d  w eek a f te r  week 
h e  ca re fu lly  cu lled  w h a te v e r sc rap s  of new s he  
cou ld  find, t h a t  bore th e  re m o te s t ie ference^to  
t h a t  s tra n g e  occurence. O ne d ay  h e  cam e 
ac ro ss  th e  lo llow ing lines, w h ich  h e  re a d  to  h is  
wire.

“ We u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  u p  to  th e  p re se n t t im e  
th e  po lice  h a v e  o i ta in  ed  no  clue to  th e  w h e re 
a b o u ts  of Mr D ering , th e  p riso n e r  w huse ciever 
escape  from  D uxley  ja il  w as du ly  ch ro n ic led  iu 
o u r  co lu m n s a  few  w eeks ago. I t  w as th o u g h t 
a t  one  tim e  th a t  th e  r ig h t tr a c k  h a d  b ee n  h i 
upon , b u t, w h en  p ro m p tly  follow ed up , i t  ended 
in  n o th iu g —or, ra th e r , in  th e  c a p tu re  an d  d e ten 
tio n  of a n  iu n o c e n t person  fo r sev era l hours. 
So long  a  tim e  h a s  now e ap sed  since tu e  escape 
t h a t  th e  ch an ces  of th e  p r is o n e r  be ing  re c a p 
tu re d  w ou ld  seem  to  b e  very  p ro b le m a tic a l in  
deed-

“ i  hope, w ith  a l l  m y  h e a rt ,  t h a t  h e ’il  s e t  safe  
aw ay .” sa id  M rs W igley. “ W h a t a  s tran g e  th in g  
i t  w as, P a u l, t h a t  t  a t  q u ee r w ard robe w hich  
you  m a u e  fo r a  g en tlem au  a  m o n th  o r tw o since 
sh o u ld  be  fo r som ebody  in  D u x le y - th e  very 
tow n  w h ere  th i s  M r D e r n g  b ro k e  o u t of 
p riso n . W h a t a  c a p ita l h id ing  p la ce  th a t  w ould 
m a k e  fo r h im . P au l, d e a r  ! A ll th e  police in  
E n g la n d  w ould  n ev e r th in k  o t looking  fo r  h im  
th e re  ”

“ Y ou ta lk  lik e  a  fool, M aria ,” g row led  Mr 
W igley  be tw een  th e  pu tfs  a t  h is  p ipe .

b u t  how ever loo lisu ly  M rs W igley m ig h t ta lk , 
th e  id e a  o r ig in a te d  by  h e r  w as one  w h icb  to o s  
su ch  p e rs is te n t h .J d  on h e r  h u sb a n d ’s m ind  th a t,  
th r e e  d ay s  la te  , h«  found  h im se lf  a t  D udley, 
a n d  te l ing  th e  ta le  of th e  w ard ro b e  in  th e  
ойісѳ of th e  su p e rin te n d e n t of police. V- ry  fo r
tu n a te ly  in d e ed  i t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  on  th is  p a r 
tic u la r  a fte rn o o n  M r D ra y to n  w as aw ay  on 
b u s in ess  a t  a  n e ig h b o iin g  tow n , a u d  t h a t  S r- 
g e a n t T illey  w as ac tin g  as d epu  у in  h is  stead . 
T iiley  lis te n e  « to  th e  m a n ’s s to ry  w i th  d ism ay . 
H e  h ad  p o ca e ted  th a  .six  h u n d re d  pounds; anu  
now  n e  f I t a lm o s t as  m u c h  in te re s te d  in  M r 
D erin g  g e ttin g  aw ay  a s  T om  B n s io w  him self. 
Wha<- w as to  be done ? H is f irs t th o u g h t wa- 
to  pooh  p o o h  W ig ie / a n d  h is  s to ry , a u d  to  
pereuado  th e  l i t t le  c a b in e t m a k e r  to  r e tu rn  to  
to w n  by th e  firs t u p  tr a m . B u t W igley 
w as n o t a  m a n  to  le t  h im se lf  be snuffed  o u t m  
th a t  w ay, a n  i h e  q u ie tly  in t im a te d  t h a t  h e  
w ou ld  a w a it tn e  r e tu rn  of M r D ra y to n  h im self. 
T h e n  T illey ’s m a n n e r  changed , and , w h ile  p ro 
fessing  to  agree w ith  h im  in  every th ing , h e  , e r 
su ad e  . W ille y  to  ta k e  h is  leave fo r a  coup le of 
h o u rs , by  w h ich  tim e , h e  to ld  h im , M r D ray  tun  
w ould  h a y e  re tu rn e d  a n d  w o u ll  be a t  l ib e r ty  to  
see h im .

JSo sooner w as W ig’ey  gone th a n , le av in g  th e  
office n  ch a rg e  of a  b ubo ram ate . T iiley  h as te n ed  
b y  back  s tre e ts  an<i u n fre q u e u te d  w ays to  A lder 
C ottage . H e ask ed  fo r  E d i th  a n d  to ld  h e r  h is  
s to ry  n  a  few  h u rr ie d  w ords. H is counsel w as 
th a t ,  a t  every  risk , M r D ering  m u s t b e  g o t aw ay 
fro m  tb e  co ttag e  be  o re  s  ven  o’- lock th a t  even 
ing, a s  th e re  was no  d o u b t th a t  sh o rtly  a f te r  t h a t  
h o u r  M r D ray to n  m ig h t b e  ex p ec ted  to  p a y  a  
second  d o m ic ilia ry  v is it. He, T illey , w ould  ta k e  
ca re  t h a t  tu e  po licem an  on  d u ty  on  th a t  p a r t ic 
u la r  b e a t sn o u ld  be w ith d ra w n  fo r a  coup le  oi 
h o u rs  on one p re te x t o r  an o th e r, so t h a t  th e re  
m ig h t be no  fea r  of an y  in te r ru p tio n  fro m  h im . 
T hen , a f te r  a  la s t  w ord of w arn ing , h e  w ent.

As i t  fell ou t, T om  B ris to w  w as a t  th e  co ttage  
a t  th d  very  t im e  of T illey ’s v is it. A co u n c il ot 
w a r w as im m ed ia te ly  held . T h a t  L io n e l m  ist 
le av e  th e  co ttage , a n d  a t  once, w as th e  one im 
p e ra t iv e  n ecess ity . H ad  i t  b ee n  m id -w ib te r, 
in s te a d  of sum m er, h e  cou ld  easily  h av e  sto len  
aw ay  m  th e  darkness , b u t  a t  seven o’clock on  an  
A u g u st even ing  ev e ry th in g  is a lm o s t tiS c lea ily  
v is ib le  as  a t  m id  d a .

H ow ever, go L io n e l m u s t ; a n d  th e  only 
q u es  ion  wa-»— w h e th e r  bhould  h e  g o ?  W here 
sh o u ld  h e  h id e  h im ee lf  fo r a  few  h o u rs  ?—or ti l l  
th e  p la n  of ac tio n  a lread y  dec ided  upon  b y  th e  
tw o  frie n d - could  be safe ly  ca rried  in to  effec t ?

In  th is  ex trem ity , T o m ’s th o u g h ts  seem ed  to  
re v e r t  n a tu ra lly  to  J a n e  C u lp e p p e r ; m  w hich  
d irec tio n , inde«d, th e y  h a d  tia v e le d  v ery  o ften  of 
la te . W hy n o t a p p e a l to  h e r  ! W hy n o t ask  h e r  
to  sh e lte r  L io n e l fo r  a  n ig h t o r  tw o  a t  P in co te  ? 
H e knew , w ith o u t asking , t h a t  Mis* C u lnepper 
w ould  be re a d y  a n d  g lad  to  be frien d  L io n e l a t  
every  risk .

A  few  m n u te s  p a s t  seven  o’clock, T om  B ris 
tow  w alked  le isu re ly  o u t th ro u g h  th e  f ro n t door 
o f A lder С t  age. A m in u te  o r  tw o  la te r  L ionel 
D ering , d ressed  I ke a  ca rp e n te r , w ith  a  p ap e r 
cap  on Lis h e a d  a n d  a  b a sk e t of to o ls  slung  over 
h is  le  t  shou lder, iw alked  le isu re ly  o u t th ro u g h  
th e  b ac k  door, a u d  keep ing  T om  w ell in  view, 
fo llow ed h  m  a t  a  d is ta n ce  o f  th i r ty  o r  lo r ty  
y a rd s . A voiding as m u c h  as  possib le  th e  m a in  
th o ro u g h fa re s  o f th e  l i t  le  tow n , T om  d ive  i 
th ro u g h  one  back  s tre e t » f te r  an o th e r , t i l l  a f te r  
sev era l tw is t ngs an d  tu rn in g s , h e  reac? ed a  
lo n e ly  la n e  le  . d ing  in to  som e ' fields 
t*-rough w h ich  r a n  a  fo o tp a th  in  th e  d i
re c tio n  of P in co te . S tep  fo r s tep , L ionel fol 
low ed, sm oking  a  s h o r t  b la ck  p ipe , au d  hav ing  
th e  g a i t a n d  m a n n e r  of a  m a n  w ho is p re t ty  well 
w orn  o u t w ith  a  iong d ay ’s w ork . T h ro u g h  th e  
fie lds th e v  w e n t ih u s  in  sing  e file, w ith o u t de- 
c r e . sing th e  d is ta n ce  be tw een  each  o th e r 
o r  bpeaking  a  w ord, t i l l  a t  le n g th  th e  p a th  
b ro u g b t th e m  to  th e  o u tsk irts  of a  t in y  w ood a t  
one  co rner of th e  P i c o t e  e s ta te . T h e re  w as n- t  
a  soul to  be seen, an d  th e  tw o m e n  over eap ing  
th e  hedge, w ere  so. n  b u ried  am ong  th e  tan g led  
un d e rg ro w th  o f th e  p la n ta tio n . H ei e th e y  he ld  
a  h  -rried  co n su lta tio n , i t  w ould n o t do fu r 
L io n e l to  v e n tu re  any  n e a re r  to  P in c o te  t i l l  a fte r  
da rk , a n d  T om  h a d  y e t to  c o n t ive  som e m eans 
of seeing  Miss u lp e  p e r  a lo n e , an d  of exp la in ing  
to  h e r  th e  position  of L ionel a n d  h im se lf. T he 
squ ire , w hen  a t  hom e, g en e ra  ly  d in e d  betw een 
six  an d  seven, a n d  th e  b e s t t  m e  fo r seeing  J a n e  
w ould  b e  w h ile  h e r  f a th e r  was ta k in g  h is  p o s t 
p ra n d ia l nap  be io re  h e  jo in ed  h e r  in  th e  d raw ing  
room . So, leav ing  th e  w ood, T om  w en t slow ly 
to w ard  P in co te , w ish ing  t h a t  th e  sh ad es  of ev e n 
ing  w ould  deepen  tw ice  as  fu s t as th e v  w ere doing 
ju s t  th e n  ; w h ile  L ionel, le f t  a lone , c lam bered  up 
in to  th e  g reen  recesses of a  s tu rd y  ch e stn u t, and  
th e re , safe ly  h id d e n  from  a n y  chance  p asse rs  by, 
aw aited , w ith  w h a t p a tien ce  was possib le to  h im , 
th e  sig n a l w h ich  w ould  a n n o u n c e  to  h im  th e  re  
tu r n  of hi* friend .

O nce aga in  Mr D ray to n ’s im p e ra tiv e  su m m o n s 
echoed  th ro u g h  A lder C ottage, b u t th is  t im e  he 
w as ex j ec ted , a u d  h a d  n o t  to  a i t  so long for 
adm ission . As befo re, M arth a  V ince ad  u it te d  
h im  and , as  be f re  E d i tu  cam e o u t of th e  l i t t le  
p a r lo r  a t  th e  f irs t sound  of h is  voice.

* Is  th e  la  y  w ith in  w hom  I  baw w hen  I  w as 
h e ie  le f o r e ? ” ask ed  th e  s u p e iin te n d e u t of 
M ai th a .

“ Yes, I  am  here , ая you  see, M r D ray to n ,” an  
sw ered  ь d ith . “ T o  w h a t c ircu m stan c e  d o lo w e  
th e  h o n o r of a  second  v is it from  у • u  ?”

“ S o n y  to  h a v e  to  con  ess it . m a ’am , b u t  th e  e 
w as one  p a r t  of tb e  h o u se  w h ich  we seem  to  
h a v e  q u ite  overlooked  w hen w e w ere h e  e last. 
Y ou w ou’t  p e rh ap s , o b je c t to  o u r  h av in g  a  look 
a t  i t  no  .v ?”

“ My ob jec tio n s  I a m  a f ra 'd , w ould  be of l i t t le  
v a  • e. I  h av e  no  op tion  b u t  to  subu  it .”

“ I  m u s t do  m y  d u ty , y o u  know , m a ’am . 
Y e-y d isag reeab le  i t  is  to  do a t  tim es , I  assu re  
y ou .”

“ D oub tless, very . M arth a , show  th e se  gen tle 
m e n  w a te v e r  p a r t  of th e  h o u se  th e y  m a y  wisb 
to  йее.” W ith  th e se  w ords, E d i th  w en t back 
in to  th e  p a rlo r, b u t  th i s  t im e  she d id  n o t  s h u t 
th e  door. *

M D ray to n  * w as fo llow ed in to  th e  house  by  
W igley. th e  cab  n e t  m a k e r  a u d  th e  re a r  w as 
b ro u g n t u p  by  a  co u s ta b .e  in  p la in  cloth>-s.

“ U p sta irs , if you  p lease,” sa id  th e  su p e rin te n d 
e n t  о M arth a . “ I  um  q u ite  sa tisfied  w ith  th e  
do w n st ir s  p a r t  of th e  house.”

So u p s ta irs  th e y  a i l tra m p e d , an d  w ith o u t 
pausing , D ray ten  led  th e  w ay  in to  E d i th ’s d ress
in g  room . W igley’ f irs t m e tio n  of th e  w ardrobe 
h a  b ro u g h t to  h is  reco llec ion  th e  ta c t  o f th e re  
bein g  such  a  p i ce 01 fu rn itu re  as  th e  one de 
sc rib ed  in  one o f th e  u p s ta irs  room s.

Now  th a t  th e  m o m e n t f  >r m ak in g  th e  g ran d  
d iscovery  w as a t  h an d , i t  w ould  h av e  been diffi 
c u l t  t o - a y  w h e th e r  th e  ex c ite m e n t of D ray to n  
o r  o f W igley w as th e  m o ie  in ten se . T h e  latte» 
w as lu red  on  by  th e  p ro sp ec t of th e  g li tte r in . 
re w a rd  th a t  w ould  becom e h is , if, th ro u g h  hi>- 
in s tr  m e n ta l ity , th e  esenped  p riso n er shou ld  be 
r  c - 'p tu red . D ray to n  w as led on by  a  purely 

ro fe -s io n a l a rd  u r, To su  ceed, w h ere  th e  g rea t 
W h iff iu s fro m  S co tland  Y ard  h a d  fa  led, even 
th o u g h  success w ere w on by  a  fluke, an d  b y  no 
b r i l l ia n t  s tro k e  of h is  ow n genius, w as in  itse lf 
so m eth in g  to  e p ro u d  ©f—so m eth in g  t h a t  woulo 
b r in g  h is  nu m e p ro m iu e n tly  beio re  th e  n o tice  of 
h is  superio rs

T h is  is th e  a r t ic le  t h a t  I ’ve been  speak ing  to  
you  ab o u t,” sa id  W igley, s tr ik in g .th e  polished  
su ifac e  of th e  w ard ro b e  w ith  hin open  palm .

“ O pen it , M r W igley, if  you p lease ,” sa id  th e  
su p e r in te n d e n t. ‘ T h is  is  a  very  curious pi*-c< 
of fu rn itu re  indeed , a n d  I  sh o u ld  like  t  j  exam ine 
i t  th o io u g h ly .”

So W igley  p roceeded  to  o pen  i t  slow ly anc 
lovingly, as a  m a n  hav in g  a  aeep  ad m ira tio n  foi 
th e  w ork  of h is  ow n h an d s . F i r s t  th e  ou te i

doors w ere flung  w ide open, rev ea lin g  a  few 
em p ty  g a rm en ts  d roop ing  d re a r ily  from  th e  pegs. 
B u t w hen  M r W igley, w ith  a s o 'e m u  finder twuch- 
« d  tb e  sec re t sp iin g  and  th e f a b e  b ac k  sw ung 
slow ly open on  it s  s c re t h inges, th e  th re e  m en  
p ress jd  o rw ard  w i h  T reating  pu lses a n d  s ta l in g  
ey -s  feeling  ьи e t h a t  in  a u o th e r  m o m e n t th e  
g re a t riz e  w  u ld  be in  th e ir  g rasp  

D ra y to n ’s fingers closed in s tin c tiv e ly  on  th e  
handcuffs in  h is  pocket, w h ile  M arth a  V ince 
ooked on  L o rn  vhe b ackg round  w ith  a  cyn ica l 

sm ile.
T he fa lse  b ac k  sw ung slow ly  open an d  rev ea led  

th e  h id in g  p la ce  beh ind . B u t i t  w as  em p ty .
“ F low n 1” sa id  W igley w ith  a  dijep sigh , a ll h is  

golden  v isions vanibhing  like  th e  shadow  of a  
d ream .

“ Sol I ! m o s t in fe rn a lly  so ld  !” exc la im ed  D ray- 
•ton, h is  face  a  p ic tu re  of b la n k  d iscom fitu re  
“ I t ’s n o  good w aiting  h e re  a n y  longer,” h e  added, 
as  h e  tu rn e d  on  h is  heel. “ H e’s g o t c lea r aw ay, 
n ev e r fea r.”

D o w n sta irs  th e  th re e  m e n  tra m p e d , w ith o u t 
a n o th e r  w ord , and , m a rch in g  o u t, banged  th e  
f ro n t a o o r b e h in d  th e m  w ith  a  force t h a t  m ade  
every  w indow  in  th e  l i i t le  co ttag e  r a t t le  in  its  
fram e.

“ G one a t  la s t , th a n k  H eaven  !’ exclaim ed 
E d ith , as  th e  echo of th e  r e tre a tin g  foo ts tep s  
died aw av. ‘ I f  on ly  I  h a d  tid in g s  t h a t  m y  ar- 
iing iR safe, th e n  I  a im  s t  th in k  th a t  1 sho u ld  be 
q u ite  h ap p y  ” U n b idden  te a rs  w ere in  h e r  eyes 
as she s tood  f <r a  m o m e n t w ith  c lasp ed  h an d s  
a n d  u p tu rn e d  face , w hile from  h e r  h e a r t  a  sib-nt 
p ray e r  of th a n k fu ln ess  w inged i t s  way o n  h igh .

T om  B ris to w  lingered  ab o u t th e  g rounds 
ti ll  th e  d usky  even ing  w as deepen ing  in to  n ig h t, 
an d  th e  la m p s  in  th e  draw ing-room  w ere aligh* 
T hen , w ith  ca u tio u s  foo tstep s, h e  s to le  n e a re r  
th e  house, a n d  a t  la s t  found  h im se lf  ensconced 
b eh in d  a  c lum p  of holly , an d  close to  one  o f th e  
th re e  F re n c h  w indow s w h ich  open ed  fro m  th e  
iraw ing-room  on  to  th e  law n. T h e  Venetians 

w ere dow n, b u t  betw een  th e  in te rs tic e s  h e  _ could 
•b ta in  a  c lea r view  of th e  room  an d  its  in m a te s . 

T he in m a te s  w ere on ly  tw o iu  n u m b e r—Miss 
C ulpepper a n d  a u o th e r  young la d y  w hom  T om  
h ad  nev e r s-eu  before TIiq squ ire , if  a t  hom e, 
h a d  n o t le f t  th e  d in ing  room . H ow  p r e t ty  J a n e  
looked  as she s a t  th e re  in  th e  la m p lig h t, in  h e r  
so ft flow ing d ress  of w h ite  a n d  m auve, p ly ing  h e r  
n* ed le  sw ift.у —fo r J a n e ’s fingers w ere  ra re ly  
unem p lo y ed  w hile  h e r  com pan ion  re a d  to  h e r  
a  oud  ! H e r every  look, h e r  every  g estu re , w en t 
d ire c t to  T om ’s h e a rt . H e лгав c a u g h t in  th e  
to ils  a t  l a s t—th is  cold, self- *illed , u n im ag in a tiv e  
m an  f  th e  w o r ld —a u d  h e  began to  find  th a t,  
even fo r su ch  as  he , su ch  bonds a re  n o t easily  
b  oken.

** r n i s  is  e i th e r  love  o r so m e th in g  very  m uch 
like i t ,” h e  w h ispered  to  h im se lf. ‘ I  find  th a t  I  
am  j u s t as  g re a t an  ass as  m y  fellow -m en W hat 
is i t  in  th is  g irl th a t  fa sc in a te s  m e so s tran g e ly  ? 
-'he is n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  clever, o r  h an d so m e , or 
w itty , o r  accom plished . I  h av e  b ee n  in  th e  
soc ie ty  o f w om en  w ho could  o u tsh in e  h e r  in 
every w ay  ; a n d  y et, to r  me, sh e  is  th e  one  w om an 
w hom  tn e  w orld  ho lds—th e  one w om an  w hom  
I  eve r fe l t  th a t  I  cou ld  love . I t  is easy  
to  ta lk  ab  >ut dy ing  fo r a  w om an , and  
n o t v e ry  d ifficu lt to  do so, I  d a re sa y  T h e  
g ran d  te s t  of love, a s  i t  seem s to  m e, is to  live 
w ith  a  w o m an  a n d  to  love h e r  a t  th e  en d  of 
tw en ty  y e a rs  as w ell a s  you  loved  h e r  on  y o u r 
w edding day. Now, of a l l  th e  w om en  I  h av e  
ever m e t, y onder fail у  is th e  on ly  one w ith  w nom  
I  shou ld  ca re  to  t r y  tn e  ex p e rim en t. H er I  
fan cy  I  could  love as  w ell a t  th e  e n d  ©f a  h u n 
dred  y ea rs  as  of tw e n ty ; a  id i f  y « t w h a t th e  
c h a rm  co n sis ts  th a t  d raw s m e  to  h e r—w hence i t  

om es, an d  how  she  exercises i t—I  know  no  m ore  
th a n  th e  m a n  in  t  e m o o h .”

B u t T om ’s love rev eries  d id  n o t ab so rb  h im  to  
th e  e x te n t of m ak in g  h im  ob liv ious o t th e  p a r 
tic u la r  ob je c t w hich  h a d  b ro u g h t h im  to  P in co te  
I t  w as re q u is ite  t h a t  h e  sho u ld  see J a n e  alone, 
and  n o th in g  could  b e  done s« Jong as  J a n e ’s com 
pan io n  w as in  th e  ro o m  w ith  h e r. B esides which 
th e  S qu ire  m ig h t com e in  a t  a n y  m o m en t, an d  
th e n  n is  la s t  ch a n ce  w ould  he over. S h o u ld  th e  
w orst com e to  th e  w orst, h e  w as p re p a ie d  to  go 
boldly u p  о tb e  f ro n t  door, k n o ck^ like  any  o rd i
n a ry  is ito r, an d  ask  to  see M iss C u lpepper openly 
an d  boldly. B u t i t  w as on ly  as  a  la s t resource  
th a t  h e  w ould ado  t  a  m e a  u re  w hich , sh o u ld  i t  
com e to  th e  S qu ire’s ea rs  could  on ly  le ad  to  in 
qu iry  ; a n d  in q  iry  on th e  S qu ire’s p a r t  w a s  w h a t 
T om  was p a r t ic u la r ly  « .iehiul to  avoid . N ot 
th  i t  th e  o ld  т и п  w ould n o t h a v e  been  as 
s ta u n c h  as  s tee l in  such  a  case, a n d  w ould h ave  
done a n y th in g  an d  ev e ry th in g  to  ass is t L ionel. 
B u t, u n fo rtu n a te ly , ho  h a d  a  garrulou>  tongue, 
w hich cou ld  n o t a lw ays be t ru s te d  to  keep  a 
s e c re t—w hich  o lte n  b e tray ed  sec re ts  w ith o u t 
know ing t h a t  i t  h a d  done so a n d  in  a 
m a tte r  so g rave  a s  th e  one  iu  w hich  
he w as now  engaged , T om  was ca re fu l to  avoi 
th e  s lig h te s t u n n ec essa ry  w ork  I  ■ w ou d be fa r  
b e t te r  fo r eve yone th a t  th e  S qu ire  shou ld  re s t  
iu  h a i p y  ignorance, t i l l  tb e  fu tu re  shou  d  b ing 
its  ow n p ro p e r tim e  fo r rev ea lin g  every th ing .

W henever a n y  p a r t ic u la r  questio n  p ressed  
itse lf s tro n g ly  on  T om ’s m in d  fo r so iu t on, h e  b ad  
a  h a b i t  of looking  a t  it , n o t from  one o r  tw o 
po in ts  of view  on ly , b u t from  s e v e ra l ; a n d  it 
n in e teen  w ays o u t of a  d ifficu lty  p roved , from  
one c-iuse o r a n o th e r , to  be  u n av a ilab le  h e  gen
e ra lly  found  th e  tw e n tie th  to  be th e  very  m ode 
of egress fo r w h ich  h e  h a d  been  seek ing  ho i t  
was in  th e  p re s e n t case. A fte r consid e rab le  
cudgelling  of h is  b ra in s , h e  h i t  on a  sim p le  ex 
p ed ien t w hich  seem ed  to  h im  to  be  w o rta  try ing  
b u t  w h ich  m ig h t o r  m ig h t n o t  p rove  successiu l 
in th e  resu lt.

On th e  occasion  of T om ’s firs t v is it to  P inco te . 
am ong  o th e r  p ieces p la y ed  by J a n e  in  th e  draw  
ing room  a f te r  d in n e r, w as a  p la in tiv e  
l i t t le  w altz, e n t i 'le d  ‘ Ve ez a  Moi,” w h ich  took  
h is  fancy  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  h e  h ad jh eard  fo r a 
1 ng  tim e . L a te r  on  in  tn e  even ing  h e  h a d  asked  
J a n e  to  p lay i t  ag a in  an d  for d ay s  a fte rw a rd  th e  
ai- c lung  to  h is  m em ory , a n d  seem ed  in  som e 
s tran g e  w ay to  m ix  itse lf  u p  in  h is  m usings 
w he eve r h e  th o u g h t o f J a n e . As if  J a n e  h ad  
- m e  fa in t d iv in a tio n  th a t  s u sh  w as tb e  case, 
th e  n e x t tim e  T om  w as a t  P in c o te  sh e  p lay ed  
th e  ^w altz a g a in —th is  t im e  w ith o u t being 
asked  ; a n d  so on th e  th i r d  a n d  la s t  t im e  
he s p e n t a n  even ing  w ith  h e r. I t  w as 
on th is  th i rd  occasion , as  th e  fina l b a rs  of th e  
w altz  w ere dy ing  aw ay  in  slow  b re a th e d  sw eet
ness, t h a t  th e  eyes of T om  a n d  J a n e  m e t across 
th e  p ia n o —m e t fo r a  m o m e n t on ly  ; b u t t h a t  
one m o m e n t sufficed to  rev ea l a  s ec re t w h ich  as 
yet, th e y  h a d  h a rd ly  v en tu re d  to  whimper to 
them selves. F ro m  th a t  day  fo r th , n ev e r so long 
as th e y  lived, could th a t  s im p le  F re n c a  m elody  
be fo rg o tten  y e i th e r  of th em .

T om  th o u g h t of B londin, a n d  d e te rm in ed  to  try  
th e  effec t of V tn ez  a  Moi in  a t t r a c t in g  J a n e ’s 
a t te n t io n . Only, as  h e  h ap p e n ed  to  live  in  th is  
u n ro m a  it ic  n i e te e ih  cen tu ry , a n d  to  b e  pos
se sed  n e i th e r  of a  h a rp  n o r  of sk ill to  p lay  
. -ne, th e re  w as n o th in g  le f t  fo r h im  b u t to  w h is tle  
it .

R e tir in g  from  th e  w indow  a  doz m  y a rd s  or 
m ore , but s til l keep ing  w ell within th e  sh e lte r  of 
th e  sh rubbery , T om  accordingly began  to  “ flu te  
the darkness w ith  nis low s w .e t  n o te .” In  o th e r  
words, h e  began to  whistle V enez a  Moi. A t th e  
end of five m in u te s , w h i h  to  h im  se m ed  m ore  
like a n  h o u r, th e  Venetians Were lifted , an d  som e 
one could b e  seen  peering in to  th e  darkne s 
there. A few  qu ick  s tr id e s  ca rried  T om  to  th e  
window .

A lthough  s ta r t le d  w hen  th e  firs t n o te s  of th e  
fa m ilia r  a ir  fell on  h e r  ear, J a n e  w as n o t long  in  
d iv n in y w h o  i t  w as t h a t  w as th e re  In v e n tin g  
a n  e rra n d  fo r h e r  com p an io n  w h ich  to o k  th a t  
young  la d y  o u t * f  th e  room  f o r a  f e w m iu u t s, 
she h u rr ie d  to  th e  window  a n d  looked o u t. A ta n  
fr  m  Tom , an d  th e  w indow  w as opened . A lthough  
su rp rised  to  see h im , » n d  a t  being  ,so sum m oned , 
he  f ra n k ly  offered h e r  h a n d  
“ W hen  yov h a v e  h e a rd  m y  e rran d , M iss C u l

p ep p e r, you  w ill, I  am  sure, p a rd o n  th e  lib e r ty  I  
h av e  ta k e n ,” sa i T om .

H er th o u g h ts  re v e r te d  in  a n  in s ta n t  to  h e r  
f a th e r  b u t he w as snoring  p eacefu lly  in  th e  d in 
ing  i oom . “ I  h o p e  Mr B ristow , t h a t  you  a re  th e  
b e a re r  of no  il l  new s,” bhe sa id  w ith  «im pie e a r
nestness .

“ My new s is e i th e r  good o r  bad , as  peop le  m ay  
choose to  ta k e  it ,” an sw ered  T om  “ M iss Cul 
p ep p e r—m y fiien d , L ionel D ering , is  h id in g  w ith 
in  a  m i’.e of th is  house .”

“ Oh, M r B ristow  1” H is w ords to o k  h e r  b re a tb  
aw ay. S he tu rn e d  giddy, a n d  h a d  to  c lu tc h  a t  
th e  w indow  to  keep h e rs  If from  falling .

“ T h e  p lace  w here he h a s  been  h id in g  since h is  
escape from  p riso n  is  sa fe  no  longer,” resu m ed  
T om . ‘ ' A n o th er h id ing-p lace  m u  . t  b e  fo u n d  for 
b im , a n d  a t  o ce. I n  th is  gr. a t, s t r a i t  I  h ave  
v e n tu re d  h e re  to  ask  yo u r ass is tan ce .”

“ A nd h a v e  m a d e  m e  y o u r d e b to r  fo r ev e r so 
d ing ,” sa id  J a n e , w ith  fervour. “ My h e lp  is 
yours in  a n y  w ay  a n d  every  w ay  t h a t  y o u  can  
m ake i t  usef Л.”

W h a t I  im  h e re  to  a sk  you  to  do is, to  give m y 
friend  f -od an  sh e lte  f  r  th re e  d ay s  a n d  n ig h ts , 
by w hich  tim e  a  p lan , now  in  p repajg ition , for 
ge tin g  h im  aw ay  to  som e d is ta n t p lace, w ill be 
read y  to  u t  in to  o p e ra tio n  ”

“ I  w  11 h av e  m y  own room s g o t re a d y  for 
M r D ering  w ith o u t a  m o m e n t’s de lay ,” sa id  
Jan»1.

“ P a rd o n  m e ,” sa id  T om . “ b u t th e  y e rv  kiôd- 
пѳвѳ of y o u r offer w ouH  d e fe a t th e  o b je c t we 
hav e  m o s t in  view. D eri g’-e safe ty  d epen  s o n  
th e  ab so lu te  secrecy  w hich  m u s t en sh ro u d  th is  
n ig h t’s tra n sa c tio n s . W u a t  you  h a v e  ju s t  sug
gested cou ld  n o t  be c a rried  o u t w ith o u t exci ing 
th e  su sp ic io n s  of one  o r m o re  o f yo u r s e r .a u is .  
F rom  susp icion  to  in q u iry  is o n ly  one step , 
an  i fr- m  in q u iry  to  d iscovery  is  o fte n  only 
an o th e r .” ^

“ Vou a re  r ig h t, M r B ris tow . B u t you  a r  
n o t w ith o u t a  p la n  о yo ^r ow n, I  *m  su re .”

‘ W h a t I  w ould  v en tu re  to  suggest is t» .is.” said 
T om  : “ i h a t  D e rn g  b e  looked u p  in  one o r 
a n o th e r  of th e  d isused  und  em p ty  ro o m s of 
w hich I  kn  >w th e . e  a re  severa l a t  P in co te  No 
dom e t ic  m u s t h av e  access to  th e  room  w h ile  he 
is th e re , n o r  even g lean  th e  fa in te s t  suspicion  
th a t  i h e  room  is occup ied  a t  a il. T h e  secre t of 
th e  h id in g  p la ce  m u j t  be y o u r sec re t a n d  m ine  
abso lu te ly . I f  I  a m  ask ing  to o  m u ch , o r m ore  
th a n  > ou  ca n  see yo u r w ay to  ca rry  o u t  w ith o u t 
tm p errilling  th e  safe ty  of m y frien d , y ou  w ill te ll 
toe so franK ly I  am  sure, a n d  w iil a id  m e  in  
devising som e o th e r  a n d  m ore  possib le  m ode of 
escape."

*• Y ou 8re  n o t a sk ing  to o  m uch , M r B ristow . In  
such  a  case you  c a n n o t ask  too  m u ch . Y our p lan  
is b e t te r  th a n  m in e . T h is  o ld  house  is  b ig  enough 
to h ide  half-a-dozen  people aw ay  in . T n e re  is  a  
su ite  of fou r room s in  th e  le f t w ing, w h ich  room s 
have nev e r been  use i since m a m m a ’s d e a th , an-, 
w hich  a re  nev e r e n te  ed  by  th e  se rv an ts  except 
for c lean ing  pu rposes , a n d  th e n  on ly  b y  m y 
in s tru c tio n  . T hose room s [ p lace unreservedl>  
a t  Mr D ering’s d isposal. T h e re  h e  w ill b e  p e r 
fectly  safe f^ r  us long a  tim e  as h e  m a v  choobe t  
tay . I  w ill w a it on h im  m yself. No one else 

sha.ll go n e a r  h im .”
'• I  fe lt su re  t h a t  m y  a p p e a l to  you  w ould  n o t 

be in  v a .n .”
“ I t  w ill m a k e  m e  h a p p ie r  th a n  I  can  te ll you, it 

I m a y  b e  allow ed t  > assis , in  how ever h u m b le  a 
degi ее, m  h e lp in g  M r D ering  to  escape  W e all 
liked h im  so m u ch , a n d  we w ere a ll ьо thorough ly  
convinced ol hin in u  >cenc-, t h a t  »« h e n  th e  new s 
was b ro u g h t n e x t m o rn in g  of how  h e  n ad  got o u t 
•f t a  1 overn i h t  I  cou ld  n o t help cry ing , I  fe lt 

so g la d ; au d  I  nev e r saw  p a p a  so p leased  aud  
exc ited  before . S ince th e n , io h a s  a lw ays been

m y  ta s k  a t  lu n c h eo n  to  ru n  ca re fu lly  th ro u g h  th e  ! 
m  rn in g  p ap e rs  a n d  see w h e th e r  th e re  w as an y  
new s of M r D ering . F ro m  o u r h e a r  8 we w ished 
h im  G od speed  w he ev e r h e  m ig h t be ; a n d  as 
d ay  pas>ed a f te r  day . a n d  th e re  ca m e no  new - of 
h is  recu p tu  e, w e • hee red  each  o th e r  w ith  tb e  
h o p e  th a t  h e  h a d  g o t s a f tly  aw ay  to  som e fa r  
d is ta n t  land . A nd y e t a ll th is  tim e  from  w h a t 

o u  say, h e  m u s t h a v e  b ee n  h id in g  close a t  
and  1”
“ Y s, ve ry  clos4 a t  h a n d  —w ith in  h a l f  a  m ile  of 

th e  p riso n  f. о т  w hi h h e  escaped  ”
“ And i t  w as you  w h o .he li ed  h im  to  escape !” 

ea id  la n e . ‘* I  know  now  th a t  i t  cou ld  have  been 
no one b u t vou  "  She la id  h e r  fingers lig h tly  on  
h is  a rm  as  s h -  sa id  th e se  w ords, a n d  looked  up  
fu ll In to  h is  eyes. T h ey  b o th  s tood  in  th e  so ft

flow of th e  la m p lig h t c lo se  to  th e  (-pen window, 
n  J a n e ’s eyes a u d  ia ee  a t  th is  m o m e n t th e re  ’шш 
a n  ex p ress io n —an  indefinab le  som eth ing , e n d -r  

an d  y e t p a th e tic —t h a t  th r i l le d  Torn as  h e  had 
nev e r been  th r i lle d  before, and  to ld  b im , in  la n 
guage w h ich  could  n o t  b e  m is tak en , t h a t  h e  w as 
loved

’*• L ione l D ering  an d  I  a re  friends. H e saved  
m y  life. W h a t cou ld  I  do less th a n  tr y  to  save 
h is  ?”

“ I  w ish t h a t  I  had  been  b o rn  a  m a n ,” sa id  J a n e  
inco n seq u en tly , w ith  a  l i t t le  t-ign.

‘ In  o rd t r  th a t  y ou  m i- l i t  h av e  gone ab o u t th e  
w orld  ass is tin g  p iiso n e rs  to  escape ?”

“ N o—in  o rd e r  «hat I  m ig h t try  t  ) w in fo r m y 
self such  a  f  i ie n d  as  y ou  a re  to  M r D ering , o r as 
Mr D ering  is to  y où  .”

“ B u t y o u r  m iss ion  is  a  sw ee te r one  th - n  th a t  
of f r ie n d sh ip  : you  w ere  s e n t in to  th e  w orld  to  
love ”

“ T h a t  is  w h a t m e n  a lw ays say  of w om en. B u t 
to  m e, fr ie n d sh ip  alw ays seem s so m u c h  pur--r 
an d  n o b le r th a n  love. L ove—as I  h av e  read  an d
h e a rd —is so selfish  an d  exacting , a n d  ”

“ J ^ n e , dear, w hero  a re  you  ?”
J a n e  gave a  e ta r t, a n d  T om  sa n k  b ac k  in to  th e  

shade . “ Com ing, dear, in  one  m o m e n t,” cried  
Ju n e . T h eu  sh e  w h ispered  h u rr ie d lv  to  T om  :
*• B e here  a t  h a lf-p ast eleven  to -n ig h t w ith  Mr 
D ering .” S he gave h im  h e r  lingers fo r a  m o m en t 
an d  w as gone.

F o r  fo u r d ay s  a n d  fo u r n ig h ts  L io n e l D ering  
la y  in  h id in g  a t  P in e  -te. J a n e  w ai ed  up o n  h im  
h ers  It, a u d  so ca re fu lly  w as th e  sec re t Kept th a t  
no  one u n d e r  t h a t  roof—inm ace, g uest o r s e rv an t 
- h a d  th e  si g h te s t su -p ic ion  of a n y th in g  o u t of 
th e  o rd in a ry  course.

M eanw hile. T om  B /isto w  h a d  p a id  a  flying 
v is it dow n in to  th e  w ilds of C um berland , am ong  
w h ch, as in c u m b e n t of a  tin y  pari> h  b u ried  
am ong  th e  h ills , w as se tt le d  a n  o ld  ch u m  of 
L io n e l—G eorge G ran t on by  nam e. To h im , a t  
L io n e l’s  req u est, T om  to ld  ev e ry th in g  a n d  tn e n  
asked  h im  w h e th e r h e  w ould  ta k e  D er.n g  a s  a 
g uest u n d e r  h is  roo f fo r tw o o r  th re e  m o n th s  to  
с m e . In  th e  w arm est m a n n e r  possib l > G ran ton  
ag reed  to  do th is , a n d  T om  a n d  h e  becam e fa s t 
friends  on  th e  spo t.

Tw o days la te r  L ione l b a d e  fa rew ell to  P in co te  
a n d  its  y o u th fu l m istress, an d  se t o u t on h is  
jo u rn e y  to  th e  n o rth . T om  an d  h e  s ta r te d  to 
g e th e r one  even ing  n e a r  m id n ig h t, a n d  w alked 
across co u n try  о a  l i t t le  ro a d  side s a t io n  som~ 
fifoeen m iles  aw ay, on a  lin e  d iffe ren t f r  >m th a t  
w hich  ra n  t h  ough D uxley . H e re  tney  
w ere in  t im e  to  c a tc h  th e  ea rly  p a r liam en  
ta ry  tra in , a n d  h e re  th e  tw o frien d s  b ad e  
e a ch  o th e r  good-bye fo r a  l i t t le  w hile . 
L ione l tra v e le d  u n d e r  th e  n a m e  of th e  
B ev H orace B row n, an d  t h a t  w as th e  n a m e  on 
th e  one sm a ll p o r tm a n te a u  w h ich  fo rm  d  h is  
so lita ry  a r t ic le  o f luggage. H e h a d  in ju re d  h is  
h e a lth  by over-study , a n d  h e  w as g »ing dow n in  
t j  C u m b e rlan d  to  rec ru it. He w as clcsely  shaven , 
h is  com plex ion  w as d a rk , a n d  h is  h a ir  je t  b lack  
.Being som e * h a t w eak-sighted , h e  w ore a  p a ir  of 
la rge b lue  spectac les. H is h a t ,  fa r  from  new, 
r a th e r  b ro ad  in  th e  b rim , w as se t w ell back  on 
h is  head , giving h im  a  sim p le  coun try fied  ex- 
p re s  don. H e w ore a  w h ite  c rav a t, a n d  a  co llar 
th a t  w as ra th e r  Д т  p. an d  a lo n g  c le ric  >1 coa t 
th  t  re a c h e d  below  h is  k n e e s ; w b iie  h is  b la ck  
aid  gloves w ere baQgy a n d  too  long in  th e  fin 
gers. In  one h a n d  h e  ca rried  an  a lp a c a  u m 
b re lla  b ad ly  ro lled  up , a n d  in  th e  o th e r—th e  
w ea th er being m o is t a u d  m u d d y —a  p a ir  of huge 
goloshes, of w h ich  he seem ed  to  ta k e  especial 
ca re . Such, in  o u tw ard  sem b lance , w as th e  R ev 
H orace  B row n.

A t Crew e s ta t io n  h e  h a d  to  a lig h t w a it a  q u a r
te r  of an  h o u r, a u d  tu e n  change ;in to  an o  h e r 
tra in . As h e  w as slow ly pac in g  th e  p la tfo rm , 
w hom  sh o u ld  he see com ing  tow ards  h im  b u t 
K este r St. G eorge, w ho, on  h is  side, wa'B w aiting  
to r  tu e  exp ress  to  L ondon . T h e  tw o  m en  passed  
each  o th e r  once, a u d  th e n  aga in , fo r L i -пЛ w as 
dariu g  in  th e  m n t e r  ; b u t n o t  th e  s lig h te s t look 
of recogn ition  fla  h ed  in to  K es te r’s eyes as 
th e y  re s te d  fo r a  m o m e n t o n  th e  la ce  of 
th e  R ev tio race  B row n. A few  m in u te s  la te r  
th e ir  d iffe ren t t r a in s  cam e up, a n d  each  w e n t h is  
s e p a ra te  w ay.

K este r S t G eorge’s w ay  w as L o n d o n  w ards, 
tie  d rove sti a ig h t to  h ie  c h im b e rs  ; and , f te r  
dressing , b t r  lied  o u t w e^tw ar i, a n d  p re s e n tly  
found  h im se lf  a t  h is  i.lub T h e re  w eie  a  n u m b er 
of m en  th e re  w hom  h e  h a d  n o t  seen  fo r som e 
tim e , w ho  cam e up  to  h im  in  ones a n d  tw  s an d  
sh '-ok h a u d s  w ith  h i u , an d  said , “ How  a re  you, 
o ld  fe llo w ?  G lad  to  see you  b a c k :” or, “ Ah, 
he re  you  are , d e a r  boy Q uite  m issed  y ou  fo r 
ever so long,” a n d  tn e n  passed  on K es te r’s 
m onosy llab ic  answ ers w ere a n y th iu g  b u t  p ro p i
tia to ry , a n d  by  a n d  by h e  was le f t  to  e a t  h is  d in 
n e r  in  su lky  so litu d e  T r u th  to  say. h e  w as 
fa g .e d  a  *d w orn , a n d  w as, in  ad d itio n  seriously  
uneasy  w ith  reg ard  to  th e  e ta te  of h is  h ea lth . 
F o r  th e  la s t  tw o m o n th s  h e  h a  1 b e c n te ll  ng h im 
self d ay  a f te r  d ay  th a t  h e  w ould  co n su lt h is  
p h y sic ian , b u t h e  h a  i n o t j e t  fo u n d  cou rage  to  
do ьо. I t  wras  an  o rdeal from  w hich  h e  s h ra n k  as  
a  young  g irl m ig h t sh r in k  a t  th e  s igh t of blood. 
So long a s  h e  h a d  n o t  co n su lted  h is  docto r, an d  
d id  n o t know  th e  w orst, he f la tte re d  h im se li t h a t  
th e re  could  n o t be a n y th in g  very  se rious  th e  
m a tte r  w ith  h im . ‘* O nce g et in to  th o se  v am 
p ire s ’ h an d s ,” h e  said, “a n d  th e y  w ill o ften  keep 
a  fellow  ling  r in g  on  fo r ye r s .” So h e  w en t on  
fro m  d ay  to  day , a n d  p u t  off d o i .-g w h a t h e  fe lt 
iu h ie  se c ie t h e a r t  he  o u g h t to  h av e  d one  p rev i 
ousiy . ‘I  believe i t ’s ne th e r  m o re  n o r  less tn a n  
ind ig estio n ,” he w ould  m u t te r  to  h im se lf. “ I  
believe th a t  h a lf  th e  ill th a t  flesh  is h e ir  to ,sp rings  
fro m  n o th in g  b u t ind igestion -”

H e w as s itt in g  m oodily  over h is  c la re t, a n d  th e  
c lub  room  w as a lm o s t deserted , w hen  who shou ld  
•tome s t  p p in g  d a in  ily  in  b u t  B oulus, th e  w ell 
know n fash io n ab le  d  c to r.

T h e  even ing  w as r a th e r  ch illy  a n d  D r B olus 
w alked up  t  < th e  fire a n  -I b eg a n  to  a ir  h is  p a lm s , 
before s itt in g  dow n to  th e  even ing  p ap e r. G lan c
ing  round , a f te r  a  m in u te  o r  tw o , h e  saw  K este r 
s t t in g  a lone  no  g re a t d is ta n ce  aw ay. “ E ven in g  
S t Ge >rge. R evenons to u jo u rs , eh  ?” h e  oaid w ith  
a  no d  a n d  a  sm ile.

Su G eorge Tose la n g u id ly  a n d  cros°ed  t  w ards  
th e  firep lace “ W hy  n o t te ll  B olus ?” h e  sa id  to  
h im se lf. “ C ap ita l o p p o rtu n ity  fo r g e ttin g  h is  
op in ion  unp ro fess io n a lly  as  b e tw een  one frie n d  
au d  an o th e r . I f  an y b o d y  can  p u t  m e  on  m y  p in s  
aga in , B olus can .”

B etw een  K es te r  S t G eorge a n d  th e  fash io n a b le  
docto r th e re  w ere n o t m a n y  p o in ts  in  com m on. 
T h e ir  o rb its  of m o v e m en t w ere  d i a n e tiic a lly  
opposed  to  each  o th e r, and , as  a  ru le , w ere  fa r  
a p a r t  O ne oond of sy m o a th y  th e r e  wa«, how 
ever, b e tw e en  th e m ;  th e y  w ere b ^ th  sp lend id  
w h is t p lay ers . A t th e  c lub  ta b le  th e y  h a d  s a t 
in  opposition , o r  as  p a r tn e rs , m a n y  a  t im e  an d  

ft, a u d  each  re sp ec ted  th e  o th e r ’s  prow ess, 
w hile  th in k in g  h is  ow n s ty le  of p la y  in c o m p a ra 
bly superio r.

N o t seen  you  h e re  fo r som e tim e ,” sa id  th e  
Do to r , as K es te r h e lu  o u t h is  han d .

“ Mo, I  on ly  g o t b ac k  th e  o th e r  d ay  fro m  B aden  
an d  H am burg . W ent fo r th re e  m o u th s , b u t ca m e  
back a t  th e  eu d  of six  weeks. O ne g e ts  w eary  of 
th e  p e rp e tu a l g l t t . r  a u d  friv o lity  of those  
p a c e s ;  a t  le a s t I  do. B eside  ̂  w hich , I  w as a  
l i t t le  h ip p ed —a li t t le  b it  o u t o f so rts , I  suppose— 
au d  so I  seem ed  n a tu ra lly  to  g ra v i ta te  to w ard s  
h o m e  ag a in .”

“  О it  of so rts , eh  ?” sa id  B olus, fixing h im  w ith  
b is  k ee n  p ro fess io n a l look. “ W h a t’s am iss 
w ith  you  ? B een  p u n tin g  too  m uch , o r backed  
th e  fav o rite  to o  h ea v i у  fo r  tn e  S t L e g er?” an d  
he to o k  S t G eorge’s w ris t b e tw een  h is  th u m b  and  
fintjer.

“ Nei h e r  one  n o r  th e  o th e r ,” sa id  K ester. 
w ith  a  l i t t l e  ho  low  laugh . “ I  seem  to  be  g e t
tin g  o u t of re p a ir  genera lly . Som e l i t t l e  cog 
or w hee l in s id e  w on’t  a c t p roperly , I  suppose, 
an d  ьо th e  w ho le  m a c h .n e  is  g e t tin g  o u t of 
g ear.”

“ So long  as  w e keep  th e  m a in sp rin g  r ig h t 
th e re ’s n o t m u c h  to  be a f ra id  of,” suid B oius 
w ith  h is  ex p a n siv e  p ro fess io n a l sm ile , w hich  
was as  s te reo ty p ed  a n d  fic titious  as  pro fessional 
sm iles, w h e th e r  of b a l le t  girls  o r  docto rs, a lw ays 
are.

“ Y our p u ’se is  c e rta in ly  n o t w h a t i t  o u g h t to  
be,” w en t on B olus in  h is  ь iry , g racefu l w ay, ap 
th o u ,h  h e  w ere  im p a rtin g  a  p iece of in fo rm a tio n  
o f th e  p le a s a n te s t k in d  ; ‘ b u t th e n  how  seldom  
oue’s i u lse  is  w h a t i t  o u g h t to  be. D o y ou  ever 
experience  a n y  li t t le  ir re g u la r ity  iu  th e  a c tio n  of 
th e  h e a r t  ?”

‘ Yes, f r  q u e n tly . S o m et;m6S i t  seem s to  s to p  
bea tin g  fo r a  second  o r tw o .”

“ Yes—yes— ju s t  so ” s i id  B olus, soo th ing ly . 
“ A nd you  find  you rse lf g e ttin g  o u t of b re a th  
m ore  q u ick ly  th a n  you u sed  to  do, especia  ly 
w nen  you  w alk  a  l i t t l e  fa s te r  th a n  o rd ina ry , o r 
h av e  to  clim b  a  n u m b e r of s ta irs  ?”

“ Yes, a  li t t le  th in g  now  a  d ay s  p u ts  m e o u t of 
puff.”

*• P recise ly  so W e a re  n one of u s  so young  as 
w e w ere tw e n ty  y e a rs  ago. And you  s >metime8 
feel as  if you wra n te d  a n  e x t ra  p illow  u n d e r  yo u r 
nead  a t  n ig h t ?”

“ How  th e  d euce  do y o u  know  th a t  ?”  sa id  Kes
te r, w ith  a  puzz led  look.

B olus laughed  h is  l i t t l e  d ry  lau g h , a n d  b eg a n  to  
a ir  h is  p a lm s  again .

*• A nd you n av e  a  tro u b leso m e l i t t l e  cough, an d  
now a n d  th e n  > ou r h ea d  aches w ith o u t your being 
ab le  to  assign  a  cause  w hy i t  sn o u ld  do so ; and  
freq u en tly  in  th e  n ig h t y ou  s ta r t  u p  in  you r 
Sieep from  som e feeling  of ag ita tio n  o r a la rm  
—causeless, of course, b u t v e ry  re a l ju s t  f e r t i l e  
m o m en t ?”

* B y jove , docto r, you  re a d  m e like  a  book !” 
“ D id you  th in k  of going dow n to  Do.i c a s te r  th is  

y ea r ?” a  ked  B olus, ae h e  w heeled  sudden ly  
ro u n d  on K ester.

“ I  c e rta in ly  d id  th in k  so. I ’ve n o t m issed  a 
L eger fo r m a n y  ye rs.

“ T h en  I  w ouldn’t  go if  I  w ere y o u .”
S t G eorge s ta re d  a t  h im  w ith  a  so rt of su llen  

surpris-*. “ A nd w hy  w ould  you n o t go if you  
•verem e ?” h e  asked sh a r j ly.

“  S im p ly  because  w h a t you w a n t is n o t exc ite 
m en t, b u t  r e s t  A nd  in  yo u r case, S t G eorge, » 
w ould live a s  q u ie t  a  life  as possib le  fo r som e 
t m e  to  com e D ow n in  th e  co u n try , y ou  k n o w - 
fa rm in g  a n d  th a t  s o r t oi th in g .”

“ I  kuow  n o th in g  of farm ing , a n d  I  h a te  th e  
coun try , excep t du rin g  th e  sho  tin g  season.” 

“A nd  by th e -w ay , th a t ’s a n o th e r  th in g  you  m u s t 
give u p —tra m p in g  f t^ r  tn e  p a r tr id g e s —f r  th is  
one season  a t  le as t. As I  sa id  before, w h a t you  
w an t is q u ie tu d e . H a lf  a  gu in ea  on th e  odd tr ick  
is  th e  only  fo rm  of e x c item en t on  w hich  you  m a y  
v en tu re  lo r  som e tim e  to  com e. A n d h a rk y e  
a w ord  in  y o u r e a r  ; n o t q u ite  so m a n y  club  
cigars, m y  n e a r  fr ie n d  ”

Tw o o th e r  m en , know n  b o th  to  B olus an d  S t 
George, cam e u p  a t  th e  m o m en t, a n d  th e  te te -a - 
te te  w as a t  a n  end .

I t  w as la te  t h a t  n ig h t w hen  S t G eorge g o t 
h o m e  H e le t  h im se lf  in  w ith  h is  la tc h  key . 
G rop ing  h is  w av in to  th e  s itt in g  room , h e  s tru c k  
a  m a tch , a n d  tu rn e d  on  th e  gas. H  • w as in  th e  
a c t  of blow ing о i t  th e  m a tc h  w hen  su d d en ly  a  
h  n d  w as la id  on  h is  S 'Ouider, a u d  a  voice w his
p e re d  iu  h is  e a r  : Com e. S im ply  t h a t  « >ne - oi d, 
and  n o th i g m ore  K e te r  sh iv ere d  from  h ea d  
to  f jo t ,  an d  g lanced  in v o lu n ta rily  ro u n d . H e 
knew  h e  snou id  see no  «.ne t h a t  th e re  w as no 
one to  b e  seen  ; b u t  a l l th e  su m - h e  cou ld  n o t 
h e lp  looKing. Tw ice befo re  b e  n ad  fe l t  th e  sam e 
g h o s tly  h a n d  lu id  on h is  bhoulder ; tw ice  befo re  
h e  had  h e a rd  th e  sam e gh o s tly  w h isp e r in  h is  
e a r. W as i t  a  sum m ons from  th e  o th e r  w orld, o r 
w h a t was i t  ? T h e ie  w as a  looking  g lass on th e  
ch im n ey  piece, and , a s  h e  s tagge red  fo rw ard  a  
s tep  o r tw o, h is  eyes g lancing  in to  i  saw  th e re  th e  
reflec tio n  of a  w h ite  a n d  h ag g a rd  face  s tran g e ly  
un lik e  h is  ow n -  th e  brow  m o is t w ith  sw eat, th e  
eyes fi led  w ith  a  fu r tiv e  h o rro r . Mr S t G eorge 
sank  in to  a  c h a ir  a n d  b u n e d  h is  face  in  h is  
hands,

C H A P T E R  XXI.
GENERAL ST. GEORGE.

G enera l S^ G eorge’s d e p a rtu re  fro m  In d ia  h a d  
been  a c ce le ra ted  by a  s ig h t a t ta c k  oi fever, 
w n ich  so fa r  ^ ro s tra ted  h im  th a t  h e  * as  u n a o  e 
to  w rite , o r co m m u n ica te  iu  an y  w ay  to  h is  
frieuos  in  E n g lan d  th e  fa c t t h a t  h e  w as s ta r tin g  
fo r h o m e  tw o  m o n th s  befo re  th e  d a te  p rev iously  
fixed on by h im self. As a  consequence, th e  le t
te rs  an d  n ew spapers  add ressed  to  h im , w hich  
con ta ined  th e  acco u n t of h is  n e  hew  L io n e l D er
ing’s a r re s t  a n d  co m m itm en t foe w ilfu l m u rd e r, 
crossed  h im  on th e  voyage, an d  h e  lan d ed  a t  M ar
seilles in  h ap p y  igno rance  of th e  w hole affair.

His h e a l h  n ad  benefitted  g rea tly  by th e  voy
age, a n d  h e  d e te i m in ed  to  s tre n g th e n  i t  still 
fu r th  r  b y  lingering  fo r a  few  w eeks n  th e  so u th  
of F ra n c e  before v en tu r in g  to  e n c o u n te r  th e  
m o re  v ariab le  a n d  t r . i n g  c lim a te  of h isovsn  
coun try , i t  w as w hile  th u s  en j y iu g h im se li th a t  
th e  le tte rs  a n d  p a p e is  te n t  b ac k  fi о т  In d ia  
reac h ed  h im . I t  w as a  te r r ib ly  shocn to  th e  old 
so ld ie r to  read  tn e  new s to ld  th e re in . In  h is  
s ec re t h e a r t  h e  h a d  с ^ т е  to  look u p o n  L io n e l 
w ith  a ll th e  affec tion  a n d  y ea rn in g  w h ich  he 
m ig h t have  bestow ed on  a  s o n .

W ithou t th e  lo -s  of a  m o m e n t h e  s ta i te d  fo r 
P a ris , en  ro u te  fo r L onaon .

B u t by th e  tim e  he  re ac h ed  P a r is  h e  w as so ill 
aga in  t h a t  tn e  docto r w hom  h e  ca lled  iu  o rdered  
h im  a t  once to  bed, апЗ. u tte r ly  f o rb a ie  h im  
even  to  th in k  of v e n tu rin g  a n y  fu r th e r  on h is  
jo u rn e y  fo r  a t  le a s t a  fo itn ig h t to  com e. In  th is  
o ilem n ia  h e  te leg rap h e d  to  M r P e rr in s , th e  tam ily  
law yer. T h a t  g en tlem an  w as by th e  old so ld ie r’s 
beds .de  in  less th a n  tw en ty -fo u r h o u rs  a f te r
w ards.

M r P erringa  b ro u g h t w ifh  h im  th e  s ta r t l in g  
new s of L io n e l's  escape fro m  p riso n  ; b u t beyond 
th e  b a re  fac ts  of th e  a ffa ir  a s  de ta iled  in  th e  
n ew sp ap ers  h e  knew  n o th in g . W ith  those  ba re  
fac ts  tn e  g en e ra l was obliged to  co n te n t h im  seit 
fo r s o m e tim e  to  com e. H e w a tc h ed  th e  news- 

ap e rs  from  day  to  d ay  w ith  fev er.sh  anx ie ty , 
d read ing  each  m o rn  ng  to  find  in  th e m  th e  new s 
o fL .o n e i’s reca p tu re . B u t w nen  a  m o n th  h ad  
p assed  aw ay, a n d  th e  su b jec t h a d  begun to  die 
o u t of peo p .e ’s m iuds in  th e  ru sh  of new er in  er- 
ests, h e  to o k  h e a r t  of grace  a u d  w ro te  to  P e rr in s  
again , begging of h im  to  go dow n to  D uxley , an d  
th e re  ascerta in , by  cau tio u s  in q u irie s  a n d  the  
free  use of h is  purse, w h e th e r i t  w ere n o t possibl© 
to  o b ta in  som e clue, how ever fa in t, to  L ione l’s 
w h e ieabou ts .

M r H oskyns w as th e  firs t p e rso n  o n  w hom  Mr 
P e rr in s  ca lled  w hen  h e  found  h im se if  a t  D ux ley  ; 
b u t th a t  g en t em ail p ro fessed  to  know  very  li t t le  
m ore th a n  w as know n to  th e  pub lic  a t  la rge. IS or, 
in  fac t, d id  he. T h e  an n o y an ce  he h a d  fe lt a t  
th e  tim e  a t  hav ing  been so cleverly  im p erso n a ted  
a n d  th e  tro u b le  h e  b a d  been  f. u t  to  to  p ro v e  h is  
uoncom plic ity  in  th e  escaoade, h a d  soon been 
fo rgo tten . H e h a d  le a rn e d  to  like a n d  es teem  
L ionel as  m uch  a s  i t  w as possib le to r h im  to  like 
an d  es teem  anyone an d  h e  w as genu inely  g lad  
th a t  n e  h a d  escaped from  p riso n  B u t i t  w a-» no
j a r t  o i h is  business to  p ry  in to  th e  d e ta i.s  of th e  
affair, n o r  o id  h e  ever a t te m p t to  do so  ; n e ith e r  
d id  L ionel n o r  1 o m see  an y  ad e q u a te  m o tiv e  for 
a y in g o n h is  shou lders  th e  b u rd eu  of a  sec re t 

w u ich  h e  ce u ld  in  no  w ise h e lp  to  lig h te n  fo r 
th e m .

T n u  it-fell o u t  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o th in g  to  te ll P e r 
r in s  B u t h e  d id  th e  w isest th in g  th a t  с u td  be 
d 'jn e  u n d e r  th e  c ircu m stan c es  , h e  took  h im  
s tra ig h t to  T om  B ristow , m tro au o ed  h im  to  th a t  
gen tlem an , a n d  t  en  le f t  'h e  tw o  tog eü ie r.

T h is  f irs t in te rv iew  b etw een  M r r e r r in s  an d  
T o m  took  p lace  du> ing  th e  t im e  th a t  L io n e l w as 
ly ing  p e rd u  a t  P inco te. N o t* till h e  h a d  iu lly  
sa tisfied  h im se lf as to  th e  law yer’s i. e n tity , and  
h a d  co n su lted  w ith  L ionel, w ould T om  say  a 
w ord e i th e r  one w ay o r a u o th e r . So Mr P e rrin s  
s tay e d  a  1 n ig h t in  Ъихіез7, au d  saw  T om  th e  fo t- 
lovs ing  m o rn in g  ; b u t, even  th e n , th e  in fo rm a
tio n  w hich  h e  to o k  back w ith  h im  fo r th e  beh  *of 
of G enera l S t G eorge was of th e  < c a n tie s t . S till 
a s f a r o s i t w e n t . i t  w as em in eu tly  sa tisfac to ry . 
L ionel w as well a n d  safe. H j s e n t  h is  love au d  
reg a rd s  to  h is  uncle, a n d  begged of h im  о w a it a  
li t t le  w hile l in g e r  a n d  th e n  ev e ry th in g  sho u ld  be 
to ld  h im .

T h e  G enera l h a d  n o t long to  w a it. W ith in  a  
fo r tn ig h t u î  th e  t im e  th a t  M :• P e rr in s  h a d  com  
m u u ica ted  to  h im  th e  re s u lt  of h is  m ission , Mr 
T om  B ristow  w as u sh ered  in to  th e  s itt in g  room  of 
h is  ho te l in  P a ris . 1 о т  w as th e  b e a re r  of a  le t te r  
of in tro d u c tio n  from  L ionel, w h ich  sp o ae  of h im  
an d  h is  serv  сеь in  such  te rm s  th a t  th e  old sol
d ie r’s h e a r t  w arm ed to  h im  in  a  m om en t. T h en  
T om  to ld  h im  ev e ry th in g  ; th e  st.»ry of th e  m u r 
d e r  ; th e  im p r so n iu en t ; th e  m a rriag e  ; th e  t. ia l 
a n d  th e  esca . e ; a n d  fin ished  i.y te lling  h im  how  
L ione l u n  e r  th e  n am e  о th e  R ev H o race  B row n 
w as a t  t h a t  m o m e n t safe ly  h id d e n  aw ay  am ong  
th e  C u m b erlan d  h il s 

' lh e  o  d  so ld ie r lis ten ed  to  th e  n a r ra t iv e  in  
open  m o u th ed  w ond r. T o  h im  i t  was ike  a  
s to ry  o u t of th e  A rab ian  N ig h ts—a  v e rita b le  
c h a p te r  о rom auce.

H e th a n k e d  T om  B ristow  over a n d  over again  
iu  h is  w arm  h e a i\e d  i xipulsive w ay, fo r th e  ser
vices h e  h a d  re n d  -re l h is  d e a r  boy.

‘B u t w e h av e  now to  consider th e  fu tu re ,” 
said  T om  w hen  h e  h a d  b ro u g h t h is  n a r ra t iv e  up  
to  d a te .

“ A y ; ju s t  so. B u t w h a t ab o u t t h e f a tu r e ? ” 
asked  G enera l S t George, w ith  a  puzz led  look.

'• S im ply  th is ,” an sw ered  T  m . ‘ As m a tte r s  
s ta n d  a t  p re sen t, D e r m is  life  is  one of p e r 
p e tu a l d re  d  a n d  u n c e rta i  ty . H e nev e r f e e s  
su re  from  d ay  to  day  th a t  b e io re  n ig h tfa  1 h is  
h i  ling p lace m a y  n o t  be d iscovered , o r  h is  « is- 
guise p e n e tra te d , a n d  h e  h im se lf ta k e n  in to  
cu s to d y  as  a n  escaped  m u rd e .e r . S uch  a  life 
in  tim e , w ould  becom e u tte r ly  u n b e a ra b le — 
would, in  f i c t ,  b e  enough  to  d rive  a  m a n  in 
sane, o r to  give h im se lf  up to  th e  po lice  in  u t te r  
d e sp a ir .”

“ I  see i t  a ll. P o o r boy  1 po o r boy  !”
“ I t  would, the re fo re , seem  th a t ,  in  o rder 

to  escape so w r .tc h e d  a  f . t e ,  on ty  one couree 
is le f t open  to  D e rin g : an d  t h a t  is to  p u t 
th e  w id th  of th e  ocean  b etw een  h im se lf  a n d  
h is  p u rsu e rs . T h e  w id th  of h a lf  a  w orld  if pos
sible .

“ I  sh o u ld  go w ith  h im  w herever h e  w en t,” said  
th e  G en era l w ith  a  t e - r  in  th e  co rn  r  of h is  
eye. *• 1 could  n o t b ea r to  le t  h im  go ag a in .”

‘‘ In  som e re m o te  n.»ok of t  ,e New W orld 
w here  tn e  n e a re s t c ity  is  a  h u n d re d  m iies  aw ay, 
w ith  h is  w ile on  one h a n d  an d  y ou  on  th e  o th e r  
to  love  a n d  ca re  fo r h im , L ione l D ering , like  a 
s to rm  to ssed  sh ip  t h a t  has  re ac h ed  a  happy  
h av e n  a  la st, m ig h t live o u t th e  rem a in d e r  of his 
da  * s in  q u ie t  h ap p in ess  ; w ith o u t an y  h a u u iin g  
d re a d  th a t  h is  p a s t  life  w ould eve r becom e 
know n, o r t h a t  n e  w ould  ever b e  to u c h e d  on 
th e  sh o u ld e r by  an y  o th q r h a n d  th a n  th a t  of a  
fr ie n d .”

“ Y es—yes ; liv ing  o u t in  th e  bush , o r som eth ing  
of th a t  k ind , is w h a t y ou  m e an ,” sa id  th e  old 
so ld ie r exc ited ly . “ I ’ve cam ped  o u t .n*the ju n 
gle m an y  a  tim e , a n d  know  w h a t i t  is. I t ’s n o t 
su ch  a  bad  s o r t of life  w hen  you g e t used  to  it . 
W hy n o t  g e t L i to  sa il nexo w e e k ?  I ’m  an  old 
cam paigner, a n d  could  h av e  my ra t t le tr a p s  ready  
in  a  few  hours.

•‘ B u t to  go aw ay  th u s  ” re su m e d  T om , “ w ith  
th e  red  s ta in  of m u rd e r  cling ing  to  h is  n am e  ; 
w ith  th e  foul consp iracy  to  d e s tro y  h im  s ti  1 
un rav e lled  ; w ith  h is  w rongs unavenged  ; is w h a t 
L io n e l D ering  w ill n ev e r co n sen t to  do. A n i 
I  confess th a t ,  w h ere  I  in  h is  p lace , m y  feel
ings in  th e  m a tt  r  would be very  s i-u ila r  to  h is  
H e h a s  se t be fo re  h im se lf  one g re a t ob jec t 
in  life, a n d  h e  w ill n ev e r r e s t  t i l l  h e  h as  
ac co m p lisu e i  it . A nd th a t  is to  tr a c k  o u t a n d  
b ring  to  p u n ish m  n t  th e  re a l m u i d ere r of P ercy  
O sm ond.”

*• B u t—b u t  w h a t can  h e  do  ?” fa l te re d  th e  G en 
e ral. “ I '  seem s to  m e  t h a t  h ie  p re d ic a m n e t 
is su ch  t h a t  h e  is  q u ite  pow erless to  h e lp  h im  
self, o r to  ta k e  a n y  ac tio n  w h a te v e r  in  h is  ow n 
im e re s ts .”

* A t th-* firs t g lance  i t  w ould  n a tu ra lly  seem  
so,’’ said  T om . “ B u t som e of th e  d ifficu lties  
w h ich  eu rro u n d h is  case, a s  io s ta n d s  a t  p  esen t, 
m ay , p e rh  .ps, be got over w ith  a  l i t t l e  ingen u ity . 
I  am  goiug to  p u t be f r e  you a  c e r ta in  schem e 
w h ich  m ay , o r m a y  n o t, m e e t w ith  y o u r ap p ro b a 
tion . S h ou ld  you n o t ap p ro v e  of i t  i t  w ill h ave  
to  b e  a t  once abandoned , a s  i t  w ill b e  im possib le  
to  c a rry  i o u t  w ith o u t y o u r  ac tiv e  h e lp  a n d  co- 
ope a tio n .”

“ M y d ea r M r B ristow , y ou  h av e  to ld  m e 
enough  th is  m o rn in g  to  induce  m e to  p ro m ise  b e 
fo reh an d  th a t  any  schem e you  m ay  p u t  befoi e 
m e, whi<-h h a s  fo r i t s  basis tn e  w elfare  of L io n e 1 
w ill m e e t w ith  m y  h e a r t ie s t  su p u o it. No m a n  
cwuld h av e  p roved  h im se lf a b u t te r  fr ie n d  to  m y 
d e a r  boy th a n  y ou  h a v e  done. Y our w ishes a re  
m y  law .”

A fte r sa tisfy in g  h im se lf  t h a t  tb e re  w ere no 
eavesd roppe rs  abo u t, 1 о т  p roceeded  to  la y  be 
fo re  G en era l S t G eorge th e  d e ta ils  of a  f-cheme 
w h ich  h e  h a d  b ee n  e lab o ra tin g  in  h is  b ra in  fo r 
severa l days, a n d  w hich, in  o u tline , h a d  been  ul 
read y  agreed  to  b y  L ionel.

W hen  T om  ceased  speaking , th e  o ld  so ld ie r 
m opped  h is  fo rehead  w ith  h is  hand k e rch ie f. 
H e w as h o t a n d  n ervous w ith  exci em en t, 
“ Y our schem e is  c e rta in ly  a  m o s t ex tra o rd in a ry  
• ne ,” h e  s a id ; “ b u t I  h a v e  g re a t fn ith  in  your 
ab ility  to  c a rry  i t  ou t. I  n eed  h a rd ly  say  th a t  
you m a y  depend  upo n  m y do ing  m y b e s t in  every  
way to  secon > yo u r designs.”

T om  s ta y  d a n d  d in ed  w ith  th e  G enera l, and  
w en t back  to  L o n d o n  by  th e  n ig h t m a il.

Oue res i l t  of th e  in te rv ie w  w as t h a t  th e  Gen- 
e ia l  dec ided  on n o t re tu rn in g  to  E n g lan d  f r  
som e tim e  to  com e. Li< n e la n d  h is  w ife w ere to  
jo ;n  h im  in  a  l i t t le  w hilo a t  som e p lace  on  th e  
C o n tin en t, n o t y e t fixed upon . M ean tim e he  
w ould re s t  q u i t ly  in  Pa>is, a n d  th e re  a w a it fu r  
th e r  in s tru c tio n s  from  T om .

T h e  G- nera l h a d  o b ta in ed  K es te r S t G eorge’s 
add ress  from  M r P errin s, and  a n o u t a  wjeek a f te r  
T om ’s v is it h e  w ro te to  h is  nephew , te llin g  h im  
w here  h e  w as, aud  ask ing  h im  to  go over an d  see 
h im  in  P a ris . T h e  iuv i«ation  w as one w hich  
K este r obeyed w ith  a lac r ity . H e h a d  alw ays 
held  firm ly  to  th e  b elief t h a t  h is  U ncle A rthu  
w as a  com p ara tiv e ly  rio h  m a n . N ow  t h a t  L io n e l 
w as o u t of th e  w ay, an d  w ith  so te r r ib le  an  ac
cusa tio n  s till hang ing  over h im . w h a t m o re  n a tu  
ra i or like lv  th a n  th a t  h e  sn o u ld  rep lace  L ionel 
in  h is u n c ie ’« affec tions : a n d  h ave  h is  ow n n am e 
su b s titu te d  in  p lace  of t h a t  of h is  cousin  in  h is  
uncle’s will.

K este r finng  b la ck  ca re  to  tb e  w i-'ds 
as h e  c lim b e d  th a  s ta irc a se  t h a t  1* d 
t j  h is  u n c le ’s a p a r tm e n ts  in  P a iis . H e p u t 
on  h ie m o s t  w inn ing  sm ile, h is  m o s t gen ia l m a n 
n e  , r s  a n o th e r  m a u  m ig h t p u ll on  a  p a ir  c f  ea -y  
fit tin g  g.ove s. A  s e rv a n t opened  tn e  d o o r ;  a n d
 the - e w as h is  u n d e  se a te d  in  a n  in v a lid
c h a ir  a t  th e  fa r  e n d  of th e  room .

K es te r sp ran g  fo iw aid . “ My d e a r  u n c l e  ”
h e  began  ; an-i th e n  h e  sto p p ed . T h e re  w as 
s  m e th in  in  th e  eyes o f th e  o id  so ld ie r th a t  
ch ille  i h is  e n th u sia sm  in  a  m o m en t.

T h e  g en e ra l e x ten d ed  tw o le an , frig id  fingers, 
a n d  mo ion ed  to  h im  to  s i t  dow n “ P ra y  be 
: ea ted .” h e  sa id  “ I  am  n o t  w ell, a n d  I  h a  e 
sc nes.” K es te r s a t  dow n w ith  >ut a  w ord .

G enera l > t Geo»ge a f te r  deli e ra te ly  ru b b in g  
h is  spectac les w ith  h is  h>m dkerchief, p la  e i  
th e m  ac r ss h is  nose, a n d  p roceeded  to  гак е  a  
s te a d y  su rvey  of h is  nephew  

K es te r  fidgeted  a  l i t t l e  u n d e r  th e  o rd ea l, b u t  
sm iled  an d  tr i e d  to  a p p e a r  pleased.

“ Y ou don’t  look so young  as w h en  I  saw  you  
la s t ,” sa id  h is  u ncle  

“ E i  h t  y e a rs  m a k e  a  d iffe rence in  th e  a p p e a r  
a n ce  of m os; m e n ,” sa id  K este r, ‘ a n d  L ondon  
life  is  ve y w e a iin g ”

“ No d o u b t i t  is ,” sa id  th e  v e te ran , d rily . “B u t 
th a t  any  abs  lu te  n ecess ity  ex ists  fo r y ou  to  live 
in  L ondon  is  m ore  th a n  I  w as aw are  < f b e fo re  ”

“ N o ab so lu te  n ecess ity , p e rh ap s , does ex ist. 
Y et I  confess th a t ,  ex c ep t by w ay  o t a  b rie f  
change now  a u d  again , life  to  m e  an y w h e re  t l s e  
w ould  soon becom e u n e n d u ra b l 

“ Y ou lo o k  p re m a tu iv lv o ld. s ir—p re m a tu re ly  
o ld ,” said  th e  G enera l severely. H  s s ec tat les 
w ere  ac ro ss  h is  no^e ag a in  b y  th is  tim e , a n d  
he  w as ag a in  lo  k ing  K es te r s te a d ily  in  th e  face 
And now  üh spoke in  a  vo ice t h a t  w as low , s te rn  
a n d  im pressive . “ Y ou ю ок a s  i f  you  h a d  a 
b u rd en  on v o u i m in d  ; you  look  as if  y o u  h a d  
som e sec re t c a r  i t h a t  w as e  tin g  aw ay  y o u r very  
life, K es te r  S t G eorge y ou  a re  a n  u n h a p p y  
m a n  !”

K es te r’s co lo r cam e an<J w en t. A sh iv e r ran  
th ro u g h  h im  fro m  h ea d  to  foo t. H e p ressed  one 
h an d  f< r  a  m om ent, ac ross h is  eyes. T h e n  he 
lau g h ed  a  forced , hollow  laugh .

“ R ea lly  s r, you a re  r a th e r  h a rd  on  m e ,"  h e  
said. “ A fter n o t  seeing y ou  fo r  e ig h t yea rs , th is  
is scarce ly  th e  g ree tin g  1 a n t ic ip a te d  fro _ j you . 
You h a v e  ca lle  i m e  an  u n h ap p y  m a n . G ran tin g  
>hat I  a m  oue, am  I  an y  ex c ep tio n  to  th e  or 
d in a ry  ru n  of m y  fellow  m o r ta ls ?  Sh< w m e 
th e  m a n  w ho is  re a lly  hap»-y— w ho h as  no 
skelett -n locked  u p  in  th e  s e c re t c lo se t of h is  
h e a r t  !”

“ K es te r  S t G eorge, w ’ a t  h av e  y o u  d one  w ith  
y o u r cousin , L io n e l D ering  ?”

K es te r  s ta r te d  to  h is  fee t, h is  eyes  s ta r in g , h is  
handb  tre m b lin g  A spasm , t h a t  w as gone a lm o s t 
beio re i t  h a d  com e, c o n to r te d  h is  face  fo r a  m o 
m e n t s trange ly .

“ B efore  heaven , G en era l S t G eorge, I  d o n ’t  
know  w h a t y ju  a re  d riv in g  a t  !” h e  cried , in  to n e s  
th a t  w  re  h u sk y  fro m  e x c ite m e n t. “I  am  n o t m y 
cousin ’s keeper, t h a t  y ou  s h o u ld  a sk  m e  w h a t  I  
h av e  done w ith  h im ,”

“ T hen  i t  w as n o t you  w ho  a s s is te d  h im  to  es
cap e  from  p riso n  ?”

“ I !  N o — e ita in ly  n o t.”
“ A nd y e t  I  sa id  i t  cou ld  b e  n o  one  b u t  y ou ,” 

said  th e  g enera l h a lf  - ad ly . “ A nd you  don ’t  know  
w h a t h » s becom e of h i •» ? Y ou c a n n o t  te ll  m e 
w here  to  find  h im  now  ?”

•• I h a ^ e  no m o re  know ledge of m y  cousin ’s 
w hereabou ts  th a n  у  и  h a v e  s ir .”

“ H ow  I  h av e  been m is ta k e n !  W h e n  I  re a d  
th e  ac co u n t of L io n e l’s e x tra o rd in a ry  escape. 
I  sa id  to  m yself. T h is  is K e s te i’s do ing  K ester 
knew  th a t  h is  cousia  w as in n o c en t, a n d  i t  is  h e  
who h a s  h e lp ed  h im  to  ♦ scap e ,”

‘ Y oa h o no red  m e  in  y o u r th o u g h ts  f a r  m o re  
h igh ly  th a n  I  ues rved . I  s ta te d  al< a lo n g  m y  
be li f in  m y  cousin ’s innocence , b u t I  h a d  ce r
ta in ly  no h a n d  in  p i n n in g  h is  e s c a p e .”

•‘B u \  a t  a l l  even ts , you  saw  h im  f re q u e n tly  
w hile  h e  w as in  p r is  n  ? Y eu  w ere  th e re  as  
h is  fr ie n d , h e lp e r, a n d  ad v ise r ? H ow  d id  
h e  b e a r  h is  im p r is o n m e n t ? D id  h e  sp eak  of 
m e  ?”

Again K es te r’s co lo r ca m e a n d  w en t. “ I  
n ev e r saw  m y cousin  w h d e h e  w as in  p r is o n .” 
h e  sa id  in  a  low  voice “ I  w as su ffe iing  
severely  from  illness d u rin g  th e  w h o le  
tim e. I  w as co n fin e ! to  m  « ow n room s, a n d  
fo ib id d e ii to  s t i r  o u t  of d< o rs  o n  ai y  acco u n t.”

“ Y ou w ere w ell en  u^.h, sir, to  find  y o u r w ay 
to  y o u r  clt.b  w ith in  a  w eek of tb e  d a te  of yo u r 
cousin 's  tr ia l. Y ou w ere no  too  ill to  p lay  w hist 
w ith  Co onei L  x ing t. n , a n d  w in  fifty  gu ineas 
f rom  th a t  g en tle m a n  bv b e t tin g  ou tu e  odd 
tr ick . Yo i w ere  n o t a fra id  o f w alking h o m e 
a f-erw a d s  th ro u g h  th e  cold s tr e s te  w ith  a  cig ir 
in  \ ou r in o u ih  ” A ll th is  h a d  been to ld  G enera l 
S t G eorge b y  C ol n e l L ex ing ton  Ь і т - е И -  a n  old 
m iliia ry  friend , w ho h a d  c a h ed  u p ^ n  h im  tw o  o r 
th re e  о ay s  p reviously .

K es te r S t George g la red  a t  b is  u n c le  a s  if  h e  
w ould g la i ly  h av e  a n n ih ila i ed  h im . B u t th e  old 
so ld ie r gave h im  back  look fo r look, a n d  th e  
younger m a n ’s eyes q u ick ly  fell. W ith  a  m u s
te red  cu rse  n e  pu  h e a  as ide  h is  c h a ir , a n d  s tro d e  
to  th e  wiud.>w. T h e  i h e  tu rn e  i.

“ G enera l So G eorge, I  w ill be f ra n k  w ith  ou.” 
h e  said. “ T h e re  w as n ev e r an y  love 1 -st betw een 
L io n e l D  rin g  a n d  myc-elf. H ow ever deep ly  
shocked I  m ig h t  be t h a t  such  a fo u l c rim e  shou ld  
be la id  to  h is  ch a rg e  h o w ever s tro n *  m ig h t be 
m y  t,e ie f in  h is  inuocence , I  cou ld  n o t no , I  
could  n o t—go m a r  h im  as  h e  la v  in  p riso n . H e 
w anti.d  no  h e  p  o r adv ice  fr.-in  m e. H e 
w ould  n o t  h a ^ e  th a u k e d  m e  fo r  p ro f
fering  th e m . I  w ou ld  n o t  p la y  th e  h y p o c rite  
pi r t  a n d  I  d id  n o t go n e a r  h im .”

“ Y our can d o u r is  rea lly  re fre sh in g ,” an sw ered  
th e  G eneral. “ S nee  y ou  h av e  n o  tid in g s  to  give 
m e of m y  nephew , I  a m  so rry  to  h av e  b ro u g h t 
you  so fa r  fro m  h  m e . I f  you  w ill a c c e p t th is  
l i t t le  cheq u e  in  p a y m e n t of yo u r expenses, I  sh a ll 
e s teem  i t  a  fav o r.”

K este  cam e a  s te p  o r tw o  n e a re r  a n d  held  o u t 
h is  h a u d s  appealing ly . *‘ U ncle  - a r e  we to  p a r t  
in  tu is  way ?” h e  sa id , n o t w ith o u t a  rin g  of p a th o s  
in h is  voice.

“ An i w hy  sh o u ld  w e n o t p a r t  in  th is  w ay, M r 
S t G eorge ?”

“ 1 km  w, sir, t h a t  I  w as n ev e r a  fav o rite  w i h  
y o u ,” an sw ered  K ester, b it te r ly . “ I  know  th a t  I  
c au  n ev e r h o p e  to  s tan d  a s  h ig h  in  y o u r  reg ard s  
as m y  cousin  L io n e l s tood  ; b u t I  d id  n o t know  
t i l l  th is  m o m e n t th a t  I  sh o u ld  eve r be in s u l t  d  
by a n  offer such  as  th e  one  y ou  h a v e  ju s t  m a d e  
m e . I  d id  n o t know  t i l l  now  th  . t  I  sho u ld  b e  d is
m issed  like  th e  v e r ie s t s tran g e r  tü a t  eve r crossed  
y o u r th re sh o ld !”

N o t a  m uscle of G enera l S t G eorge’s face  s tir 
red  in  an sw er to  th is  ap p e a l ; th e  h a rd , co ld  lig h t 
in  h is  eyes n ev e r w avered  fo r  a  m o m en t. H e nis 
t ru s te d  h is  n ep h e w  th o ro u g h ly , a n d  h e  d e a lt 
w ith  h  m  a s  h e  w ould  h av e  d e a lt w ith  a  w ily 
A siatic .

“ I f  you  feel t h a t  m y  offer of a  check  is  a n  in 
s u lt,” «-e said , “ I  r e t  a c t th e  in su  t  by  re p lac in g  
th e  check in  m y po  k e t. .a s  • éga rd s  tre a tiu g y o ù  
Ике a  btrauge<-, I  h av e  no in te n tio n  of doing  th a t,  
a l th o u g h  I  m ig h t ju s  re m in d  you  th a t  you  a n d  I  
a re , in  fa c t, v e ry  l i t t :e  m o re  th a u  s tra n g e rs  to  
eacu  o th e r  . s til l, I do n o t  fo rg e t t h a t  you  a re  m y 
nephew . I  a sk ed  you  to  com e an d  see m e, in  th e  
e x p e c ta tio n  tu a t  y ou  would be a  de to  give m e 
som e tid in g s  of L io n  1 D ering , ju s t  as  I  sho u ld  
have  sen t fo r L io n e l D ering  m  th e  e x p e c ta tio n  
th a t  h e  shou ld  h ave  been  ab le  to  give m e  som e 
tid in g s  of you, h a d  y o u r po s itio n  a n d  h is  been 
re  «ersed. You h av e  n o t been  ab le  to  give m e th e  
new s I  w an  ed, w hy  need  I  r e ta in  you h e re  ? A. e 
you anx ious  to  becom e a  h an g e r-ou t i  a  q u e ru 
lous in v a lid ?  No, K es te r S t George, th is  is  n o t 
th e  k in d  of life  t h a t  w ould s u it  you—or m e 
e ith e r . S tay  in  P a r ie  o r  go back  to  L on d o n  as 
m a y  p lease  you  b es t. W hen I  w an t you  again , I 
w ill sen d  fo r you M eanw hile  you m a y  r e s t  fully 
assu  e i t h a t  Ï  sh a ll n o t fo rget you.”

“ I  s u p . ose t h a t  i t  m u s ' be  as y ou  w ish , s ir ,” 
sa id  K ester, h u m b ly . '■ M ay I  a sk  w h e th e r  i t  is 
y o u r in te n tio n  to  m a k e  a n y  very  long s ta y  in  
P a n e  ?”

“ I f  m y  s tre n g th  in c reases  as i t  h a s  done d u ring  
th e  la s t  few  da> s, I  sh a ll n o t s ta y  h e re  m o re  th a n  
a  fo rtn ig h t a t  th e  m o s t.”

“ W h e n  w e g e t you  back  aga in  in  E n g lan d , sir, 
I  t r u s t  t h  re  w ill b e  no o b jec tio n  to  m y  ca lling  
on  you ra th e r  o f t-n e r  th a n  I  sh a ll b e  ab le  to  do 
w h ite  > ou  s tay  ab ro ad .-'

‘ M y d o c to r te lls  m e t h a t  I  m u s t n o t th in k  ot 
c rossing  th e  C han n e l be fo re  n e x t  surr m er. I  
sh a ll w in te r e i th e r  in  th e  sou th  of F ra n c e  o r in 
I ta ly . P ro b ab ly  n  th e  la tte r ,  if I  can  find  a  p lace  
to  s u it  m e. I  eha ll n o t be a l n e . R ic h a rd  D er
ing, L io n e l’s b ro th e r is  o rd ered  to E u rope fo r h is  
h ea l h , a n d  w ill jo in  m e th ro u g h  th e  w in te r. He 
h a s  b ee n  w ith  m e in  I  d ia , a n d  u n d e rs ta n d s  m y  
c ro tch e ty  w ays an  1 q u ee r te m p e r .”

N o t w ith o u t a  b it te r  рапіг d id  K este r S t G eorge 
h e a r  th is  a n n o u n c em en t. H a rd ly  w as one  b ro 
th e r  d isposed  of w hen  a n o th e r  sp ran g  u p  in  h is  
p lace . B u t h e  h id  h ia  d isa p p o in tm e n t i n d e r  an 
ad m irab le  a s su m p tio n  of m iu g led  a ffec tion  and  
re«pect.

*• a . u le a s t, sir, th e re  ca n  be no  o b je c tio n  to  rn j' 
h a v n g  y o u r a d d re s s ,” h e  sa id , “ w h en  y o u  a re  
fina lly  se tt le d  fo r  th e  w in ter.”

“ N one w h a te v e r—n one  w h a te v e r ,” an sw ered  
th e  G eneral.

•• A nd  sho u ld  m y  v a g ra n t fo o ts te p s  le ad  m e 
nnywh-'r*- in to  y o u r n e ig h b o ih o o d -  a lth o u g h  I  
don ’t  th in k  i t  a t  a ll lik e ly  ih a t  th e y  w ill do s >— 
a n d  shou  d I  chance  to  d rop  in  up o n  you ab o u t 
lu n c h eo n  tim e , I  p resu m e I  sho u ld  n o t be looked 
u po n  a s  an  in t ru d e r? ”

“ C erta in ly  n o t  as  an  in tru d e r . I n  f a c t i t  waa 
m y  in te n tio n  to  send  fo r y ou  befo re  ong, a n i  
ask  you to  s ta y  w ith  m e . B u t n o t w h ile  m y 
h e a ltu  is  so b a d  A t p re s e n t 1 a m  too  n e  vous 
an d  o u 1 o f so rte  fo r co m pany  of any  k ind .” 
Thie w as sa id  w ith  m  jre  k in d n e ss  of to n e  th a n  
th e  geuej-al h a d  y e t u sed  in  speak ing  to  hi* 
nephew , b u t  a t  th e  sam e t  m e  i t  w as a  p la in  in t  - 
m a tio n  t h a t  t h t i r  in te rv iew  w as a t  a n  end. 
K es te r ro se  a t  once an d  took  h is  leave.

“ T h a t  fellow ’s a n a r r a u t  scam p, a lth o u g h  h e  ie 
m y nephew ,” m u tte r t  d  th e  gene ra l to  h im  elr. ae 
th e  door cloeed » en in d  K ester. “ H e’s no  rea l St 
G eorge T h e re ’s a  d«op o f s in is te r  b lood som e
w here in  h is  veins t h a t  h a s  p ro v ed  io u l enough 
to  po ison  th e  w hole. Of course, I  knew  w hen  I  
s en t fo r h im  th a t  he h a d  n o th in g  to  < ell m« ab o u t 
L ionel, b u t  I  w an te d  to  see h im  an d  ta lk  w ith  
h im . I  w an ted  to  ascerta  n  w h e th e r  th e  im p res
sion th a t  I  fo rm ed  of h im  w hen  I  w as in  E ng land  
severa l y ea rs  ago w ould be bo rn«  o u t by  th e  im 
pression  I  shou ld  fo rm  of hi now  Ic h a s  been 
bo rn e  o u t m  s t  fu lly . T h e  K este r S t G eorge oi 
to-day, w ith  h is  schem ing  b ra in  a n d  s h a ll .w  
h ea rt , is p rec i e ly  th e  K ester s t  G eorge of te n  
years ago, only  w ith  m o e experience  und  know 
ledge of th e  w orld ’s h a rd  w ays. Could we b u t 
.sring th e  t r u th  o u t of th a t  c ra f ty  h e a r t  of h is , I 
« on d er w h e th e r one  w ould  find  th e re  th e  secret 
of a  ce rta in  te ir ib le  c rim e ? B u t 1 h a v e  uo r ig h t 
to uccu-e h im  even in  t h  u g h t  ; a n d  H eaven, i 
its ow n good tim e , w ill su re ly  b rin g  th e  t r u th  to  
lig h t.”

C H A P T E R  X X II.
CUPID AT PINCOTE.

W ith  th e  d e p a rtu re  of L ionel D ering  fro m  P in 
co te  in  disguise, a n d  th e  sub seq u en t rem oval of 
E d ith  au d  Mrs Gar.-dde to  L ondon , i t  w onld n a t  
u rallv  h av e  been  th o u g h t t h a t  Mr T om  B ristow ’ 
business in  D uxley  w as a t  an  end , t h a t  h e  would 
h ave  b id d en  th e  q u ie t l i t t le  co u n try  to w n  a  long 
farew ell, a n d  h av e  h as te n e d  back  g lad ly  to  th e

b u s ie r  h a u n ts  of m e n . B u t  su ch  w as n o t th e  
case H e s til l k e p t on  h is  lodg ings iu  D uxley.
» lth o u g h  h e  h ad  g iven  th e m  n< tic e  th re e  o r fou r 
im es, w hen  th e  d ay  саш е fo r h im  to  go h e  ba-d 

a lw ays renew ed  h is  te n an cy  fo r a n o th e r  s h o r t  
te rm  ; an d  h e  s til l lingered  o n  in  a  vague, p u r 
poseless so rt of w ay, a lto g e th e r  u n u s u a l in  one  
who r a th e r  p rid e d  h im se lf  on h is  dec isive and  
• u  in e e - lik e  m  de of conduc ting  a l l  th e  aff j i r s  
о іЫ эѳ ѵ егу  day  lire.

T ru th  to  te ll, h e  could  n o t m a k e  u p  h is  m in d  
to  sever th  th re a d  o f connection  w h ich  b o u n d  
h im  to  Miss C u lp e p p e r ; w hich, f ra i l  th o u g h  i t  
m ig h t be, s til l  co n tin u ed  to  h o ld  to g e th er, and  
w ould, in  a ll p ro b a b ility , so ho ld  as  lo n g  as he 
oho«eto  re m a in  a t  D uxley , b u t  w hich  m u s t in 
e v itab ly  be b ro k en  fo r ever th e  m o m e n t h e  and  
h is  p o i tm a n te iu  b ao e  a  finul farew ell t o t h e  
p le a s a n t l i t  le  tow n . A nd  y et. w h a t folly , w h a t 
w ild in fa tu a tio n , i t  w as as  h e  paid to  h im se lf a  
score of tim es  a  day . T h e re  was n u t th e  re m o t
e s t p ro sp ec t of h is  be in g  ab le  to  w in  J a n e  
C u 'p e p p e rfn r  h is  w ife—a t  le a s t n o t  du rin g  tb e  
l ife tim e  of h e r  fa th e r . H e  h a d  read  h is  own 
h e a r t  an d  feel n g s  by th is  tim e , a n d  h e  knew  th a t  
he loved  h e r . H e  k uew  th a t  he , th e  cool, c a  cu- 
la tin g  m a n  of business, th e  sh rew d  sp ecu la to r 
w ho h a d  n ev e r b ee n  o v erm u ch  iuc liueo  to  be- 
i e v e in t h e  ro m a u ce  o f love ; w ho  h a d  o ften  

dec lared  t h a t  if h e  eve r w ere  to  m a r ry  i t  w ould  
be fo r m ouey  au d  m o n ey  o n ly : h e  w ho h i d  
w alked  u n sca th ed  u n d e r  th e  fla sh ing  fire of a  
th o u san d  fem in in e  eyes, h a d  succum bed  a t  la st, 
lik e  th e  m o s t w eak  m in d ed  of m  r ta ls . to  th e  
c h a rm s  of a  co u n try  b red  sq u ire ’s d au g h te r, w no  
wae n e i th e r   ̂e ry  b ea u tifu l, very  w ise, very  w itty , 
no r, as  h e  believed , very  rich .

Yes, h e  ce rta in ly  loved  h er. H e  ow ned th a t  
to  h im se lf now H e knew  too  t h a t  h e  co u ld n ’t  
h e lp  h im self, an d  th a t ,  how ever foo lish  h is  p«s- 
8 io .j m û h t  be, h e  could n o t  b e a r  to  b  ea k  h im 
self aw ay f r - m  i t  en tire ly , as  h e  o u g h t to  h av e  
done, a n d  p u t tw o  h u n d re d  in ilee of d is ta n ce  be
tw een  h im eelf a n d  h e r. H e pr* fe rre  i to  s till 
linger on  in  love’s p le a sa n t p a rad ise . N o t w ith  
h is  ow n h a n d s  w ould  h e  c* n s  n t  to  s h u t th e  
gol en  g a tt s i h a t  w ould  b a r  h im  fo rev er fro m  
t h a t  su n n y  p rec inc t.

T h a t  M iss C u ip ep p er w as engaged  to  young 
C ope h e  kuew  q u ite  w ell. B u t T om  B ris tow  w as 
n o t  a  m a n  to  se t m u c h  s to re  b y  su ch  an  en 
gagem en t. H e  fe lt, in s tin c tiv e ly  a s  i t  were, 
th a t  J a n e  h a d  d r if te d  in to  h e r  p re sen t position  
a lm o s t unconsciously  a n  i w ith o u t being su re  of 
h e r  ow n feelings in  th e  m a tte r .  T h a t  Kdward 
t ope w as q u i i e u n w o rth y  of be in g  h e r  h u sb an d  
h e  h a d  n o  m a n n e r  of d o u b t;  w ho, indeed , w as 
w orthy  of ho ld ing  th a t  p o s itio n  ? N o t m u c h  less 
d o u b t h a d  h e  as  to  th e  r e a l s ta te  of J a n e ’s fee l
ings to  w ard  th e  b a n k e r’s so n ; a n d  ho ld ing , as  he  
did, th a t  all is f a i r  in  love a n d  w ar, h e  wouM 
h av e  seen  M r E d w a rd  Cope ji lte d , a n d  h e  h im 
self in s ta lle d  in  h is  p lace , w ith o u t th e  s lig h tes t 
leeling  of com punction .

“ H e’s a n  u n m itig a te d  cad ,” s a id  T om  to  h im - 
s ° lf  ; “ a lto g e th e r  in cap ab le  o f a p p re c ia tin g  a  
g irl lik e  J a n e .” W hich , revers ing  th e  p o in t of 
view, w as exactly  E d  a rd  Cope s o w n  o p iu i >n. 
In h is  b e lief i t  Was h e  w ho  wae th e  u n ap p rec ia ted  
one.

B u t a  f a r  m ore  se rious  im p e d im e n t th a n  an y  
offered  by  J u n e ’s en g a g em en t to  young  Cope la» 
befo re  T om  like a  rock  ah ead , from  w h ich  the re  
w as no  escape . H e k. ew  q u it  i w ell t h  t  unleee 
som e vpeciai m irac le  sh o u ld  be w orke > in  r.is b e
ha lf , i t  was a lto g e th e r  hopeless to  ex p e c t th a t  
th e  S qu ire  w ould  eve r co n sen t to  a  m a i r a g e  
betw een  h im se  f an d  J a n e  ; au d  t h a t  a n y  specia l 
m irac le  w ould  b e  so wot ked  h e  h a d  v e ry  i t t le  
fa i th  indeed. H e knew  how  fu ll of p re ju d ices  th e  
S qu ire  w a s : an d  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  h is  b o u h o m  e 
and  ro u g h  fran k u ess  o f m a n n e r  how  securely  
w rapped  ro u n d  h e  w as w ith  th e  tra m - 
m eie o f caste . H e knew , too , t h a t  h ad  
th e  S q u ire  n o t owed h ie  life  in  y ea rs  
gone by  to  M r Gope’e i-ravery , from  w h ich  a c t 
h a d  sp ru n g  th e ir  w a rm  f r  .en d sh ip  of m a n > years, 
n o t even to  a  son o f a  r ic h  b an k e r w ould 
T itu s  C u lpepper, th e  p ro u d  co m m o n er w ho could 
trac9  b ac k  m s fam ily  for te n  liu u d red  years, 
h a \ e  eve r con sen ted  to  give h is  d au ^ h  e r  
W hile as  fo r h i self, he , T o  n  B ristow , how ever 
r ic h  h e  m  g h t one day  p e ih a p s  becom e, w ould  
n ev e r be a n y th in g  m o re  in  M r C u lpeppe ’s е^ es 
th a n  th e  son  of a  poo r co u n try  d  .c to i, an d , con
sequen tly , to  a  m an  of o ld  fam ily , a  m e re  nobody 

I - a  i e .so n  w ho by  no  s tre tc h  of im a g in a t on 
could  e e r  be looked  up o n  in  th e  lig h t of a  fam ily  
connec tio n

A nd y et, b e in g  in  possession  of a ll th is  b it te r  
know ledge, T om  B iis to w  m a d e  no  re- lly  d e te r 
m ined  effo rt to  b reak  aw a j , a n d  to  try  th e  cure 
w n ich  is  sa id  to  b e  o fte n  wi o u g h t by  t im e  and  
abseuce  even in  cases a s  d e sp e ra te  a s  h is . M eta
p h o ric a lly  speak ing , h e  hugged  th e  shack les th  t  
bouud  h im , a n d  g iori -d in  tn e  loss of h is  free  
dom  ; a  ve ry  sad  cond itio n  in d eed  fo r  any  rea so n 
ab le  being  to  fa ll in to .

I t  w as cu rious w h a t a  n u m b e r of o p p o rtu n itie s  
T om  an d  J a n e  seem ed  to  find  fo r beeing each  
o th e r, a n d  how  o fte n  th e y  fo u n d  them selves 
tog  th e r , q u ite  fo r tu i to u  ly  as  i t  w ere, and  
w ith o u t a n y  a p p a re n t v o litio n  of th e ir  ow n in  
th e bn ia tte r .  S om etim es T om  w ould be  m ooning  
a b o u t tu e  H igh s tr e e t in  th e  m idd le  of ' th e  fore 
noon  a t  th e  v erv  tim e  th a t  th e  И п с  te  pony 
c a rr i .ge d rew  up  a g a in s t one o r a n o th e r  of th e  
shops, a n d  th e n  w h a t m o re  n a tu ra l  th a n  th a t  
J a n e  a n d  h e  shou ld  h av e  th re e  m inu te-,’ conver
sa tio n  to g e th e r  on  th e  p a v e m e n t?  S om etim es 
J a n e  w ouid  walÀ in to  M en oil’s  lib ra  y  a t  th e  
very  m o m e n t t h a t  T om  w as c r itic a lly  cbosing  a 
novel w hich , w h en  borrow ed, r,e w ould  ca re fu lly  
o m it to  re a d . How  q u ic s ly  h a lf  a n  h o u r—nay

n  h o u r—w ould pass  a t  su ch  tim es , a n d  t h a t  in  
c o n v e rsa tio n  of th e  m- s t  com m on  , lace k ind .

S om eiim es J a n e , w ondering  ab se n tly  w ith  a  
book  in  h e r  h a n d s  th ro u g h  th e  P in co te  w oods 
an d  m eadow s, would find  h e rse lf, a f te r  a  tim e, 
on th e  b a n . s  of th e  ca ie fu lly  p re s  rv e d  s tr e a m — 
riv e r i t  со u ld  h a rd ly  t e  ca lled —w hich  w andered  
of i t s  ow n sw eet w ill th ro u g h  S qu ire  C u lpepper’s 
dem esne. T here , u tra  ge to  re la te , sh e  w oul i 
find  Mr B ris tow  w h ip  pi g th e  s tre a m  ; v e ry  in- 
a r tis tic a llv  i t  m u s t be a d m itte d  ; b u t  try in g  hib 
b ee t to  m ik e  believe th a t  h e  w as a  v ery  sk ilfu l 
an g le r iudeed .

W h a t w ings th o se  s u n n y  m in u te s  p u t  th e m  
selves on  a t  such  tim es  ! H ow  qu ick ly  th e  yellow 
a fte rn o o n s  faded  a n d  w aned , a n d  J a n e  w ouid 
look ro u n d  a t  la s t , q u ite  s ta r t l  d  to  find  th a t  tw i
lig h t h a d  com e a lready . T h e n  T om  w ou ld  ac 
com pany  h e r  p a r t  of th e  w ay  b ac k  to w ard s  th e  
house, h is  fishing-bdsk t  em p ty  indeed , b u t  h i 
h e a r t  o v erb rim m ing  w ith  th e  h ap p in ess  of p e r 
fec t love

O nce every  now  a n d  aga in  th e , sq u ire , m eeting  
lo m  casua lly  in  th e  s tre e t,  w ou ld  aöa 
h im  to  d n n e r  a t  P in co te . M em orable 
occasions those , nev e r to  be fo rg o tten  by 
e ith e r  T om  o r Jan-i, w hen, w ith  t  e uraw ing- 
room  a ll to  them selves, w h ile  th e  ► q u ire  snoozed 
for a n  h o u r  in  n is  easy  c h a ir  in  th e  d iu in^  
roo tu , th e y  could  s it a n d  ta lk  o r p re te n d  to  
p la y  chess, o r m ake  believe to  be deep ly  in te r 
e s ted  in  som e p o rtfo lio  of engravings, o r  to  be 
a lto g e th e r  im m ersed  m  a  se lec tion  fro m  th e  la s t  
new  opera , tu rn in g  over th e  leaves and  s iru m m  
ing a  few  bars  e x p e rim e n ta lly  h e re  a n d  th e re  ; 
w hile, in  rea lity , r a p t  u p  in  a n d  ca rin g  fo r n o th 
ing  a u d  nobody b u t  them selves.

Yet nev e r once was a  s ingle w ord of love w h is 
p e re d  be tw een  th e m , w u a te  e r  m u tu a l ta l- s  
th e ir  eyes m ig h t te ll. J a n e  s till h e ld  h e rse lf  as 
engaged  to  E d w ard  C o p e . b u t  bhe h a d  m a d e  up  
h e r  m in d  th a t  as  soon as  th a t  young gen tlom au  
shou ld  re tu rn  from  A m erica  sh e  w ould  te e  h im . 
a n d  te l l  h im  th a t  she h a d  discovered  h e r  e r ro r— 
th a t  she n  > longer ca re d  fo r h im  as a  w om an 
o u g h t to  ca re  fo r th e  m a n  she is  a b o u t to  m a rry , 
a n d  she w ould  ap p e a l to  h is  generosity  to  re lieve  
h e r  f ro m  an  eng ag em en t t h a t  h a d  now  becom e 
u tte r ly  c ie ta s te fu l to  her. H e r le tte rs  f о т  
abroadjw ere so in fre q u .-n t.so  b rie f, an d  so u tte r ly  
unlov» r  like, t h a t  she  d id  n o t  a n t ic ip a te  m uch  
uifficult> in  o b ta in in g  h e r  req u es t. B u t, as  she 
w as w ed  aw are , th e . e w as a  c e rta in  am o u n t of 
m u ie  like  o b s tin a cy  in  th e  c h a ra c te r  of E d w ard  
Coi e, and  i t  w as q u ite  possib le t h a t  h e  found  she 
no  lodge r ca re d  fo r h im , h e  m ig h t cling  to  hi-r 
a ll th e  m o re  firm ly. W h a t if h e  shou  d re fu se  to  
re lease  h e r  ? T h e  c o n tem p la tio n  of such  a  pos
s ib ility  w as n o t a  p le a s a n t one. W h a t she  should 
do in  su ch  a  case sh e  could  n o t even im ag ine . B u t 
i t  w ould  be t im e  enough to  i h in k  of t h a t  w hen 
th e  n ecess ity  fo r  th in k in g  of i t  sh o u ld  h ave  
a risen .

B u t even  if re leased  from  h e r  engagem t n t  to  
E d w ard  Cope, J a n e  knew  th a t  she  w ould  s til l be 
as fa r  as  ever fro m  th e  h av e n  of h e r  se c ie t  hopes, 
an d  th a t  w ith o u t lu n n iu g  en tire ly  co u n te r  to  her 
f t i h e r ’s w ishes a n d  prejudices, th e  h av e n  in  
questio n  could  n ev e r b e  re ac h ed  by  her. B u t 
a lth o u g h  i t  ш  g h t n e v e r  be possib le fo r h e r  to  
m a rry  th e  m a n  w hom  she sec red y  lo ed  sh e  w s 
fudy  d e te rm in ed  in  h e r  ow n m in d  nev e r to  m a rry  
anyone e se, how ever s t r  ngly  th e  w orld m ig h t 
consider h e r  to  be bound  by  th e  fe t te rs  of h e r  
<idiou3 engagem ent. E d w a id  Cope, a  th o u g h  
h e  m ig h t re iu se  to  re lea -e  h e r  from  h e r  prom ise , 
ahould. nev e r fore h e r  in to  becom ing h is  wife.

1 h e  fa c t of hav in g  been  app ea led  to  by Tom  
B ris tow  to  fina  a  sh e lte r  fo r h is  f .ie n d  w hen th a t  
f riend  w as in d ire  tro u b  e, s em e i to  d raw  h im  
closer to  J a n e  th a n  a u y tu in g  else. From, th a t  
h o u r h e r  feelings to w ard s  h im  to o k  a  w arm er 
tin g e  th a n  th e y  h a d  eve r assum ed  befo e. T he re  
w as som eth ing  a lm o s t hero ic  in  h e r  eyes in  th e  
fr ie n d sn ip  b>-tween L io n e l a n d  Г о т ,  a n d  th a t
h e  sh o u ld  hav e  been  с  d ie d  u p o n  to  ass is t, iu 

how ever h u m b le  a  way. in  th e  escape of th e  
fo rm e r was to  h e r  a  p roof of confidence such  as 
she cou d nev e r possib ly  forget. S r e  nev e r 
m e t T om  w ith o u t in q u irin g  lo r  th e  la s t  
now s as  to  th e  m o v em en ts  of L io n e l ar.d  his 
w ife ; an d  Tom , on h is  side, took ca re  to  kee - 
h e r  du iy  p o s ted  u p  in ev e ry th in g  th a t  con-

e rn ed  th e m . A w eek or so a f te r  t  e de- 
p a r  tu r e  of L ione l fo r C um berland , Ja L e  h ad  
been ta k en  by  T om  to  A lder C o tt ge an d  in t ro 
duced to  E d ith . H ow  w arm ly  tu e  la t te r  th a n k e d  
h e r  fo r w h a t sh e  h a  l done need  n o t be to ld  hei e. 
I n  t t .a t  h o u r  of th e ir  m e e tin g  w as la id  th e  foun 
d a tio n  < f  one o f those  frien d sh ip s, r a re  betw oon 
tw o w om en, w h ich  d e a th  a lone h a s  pow er to
8ѲѴѲГ.

H ow ever deep ly  T om  B ristow  m ig h t b e  in  love, 
how ever in fa tu a te d  h e  m ig h t be on one p a r t ic 
u la r  p o in t, he in  no w ise neglected  h is  o rd in  ..ry 
b usiness avocations, n o r  d id  h e  by  an y  m eans 
spend  th e  « h o le  of b is  t im e  in  D uxlev  a n d  its  
naighborhood . H e w as freq u en tly  iu  London , 
,o r  w as e i th e r  L iverpo  1 o r  M anchester un .с* 
q u a in te d  w itb  h is  face, n o r  T o m ’s specu la tive  
p rocliv ités  expended  them se lv es  in  m a n y  and  
various channe ls . T h e  p ro je c t to  b  ing  D uxley, 
by m ean s  o i a  b ran ch  ra ilw ay  from  oue of th  ■ 
g re a t tru n k  lines, in to  closer connection  w ith  
som e of th e  ch ief ce n tres  of in  u s try  in  t h a t  p a r t  
of th e  co u n try , was one w hich h a d  alw ays engag
ed h is  w a rm es t sy m p a th ie s . B u t th e  p ro jec t, 
a fte  h av in g  been  safely  in c u b a ted , an d  la uuched  
in glow ing te rm s  befo re  th e  pub lic , h a d  been 
q u ie tly  a ll-w ed  to  collapee, i t s  p io m o ters  having  
ta k en  a la rm  a t  c e rta in  fo rm id ab le  engineering  
d ifficu lties w h ich  h a d  n o t p re sen ted  them selves  
d u r  ng th e  p re lim in a ry  su rvey  of th e  rou te .

T h is p u t  T om  B ristow  on  h is  m e ttle  
He h a d  b ee n  fa m ilia r  fro m  boy
hood w ith  th e  c o u u l .y  fo r tw e n ty  m iles 
ro u n  1 D uxley , a n d  h e  le lt su re  th a t  a  m uch m ore 
favo rab le  ro u te  th a n  th e  one ju s t  abandoned  
m ig h t re a d ily  be found  if p roperly  lo  .ked fo r 
Taking a  p ra c t ic a l s irve ю г  w ith  h im , a  d  th e  
o rd n an ce  m « p o f  th e  d is tric t. T om  w e n t c a re 
fu lly  over ih e  g round  in  person, tru d g in g  m ile

a f te r  m ile  on fo o t ’’n  a ll s o r ts  of w ea th e r , Ree- 
ing  h is  way a f te r  a  t im e , 1 t t ie  by  li t t le , to  th e  
e labo  a tio n  of a  p ro je c t m u c h  bo ld e r in  id e a  
an d  w i ie r  in  scope th a n  any  w h ich  h a d  ever 
en te red  in to  th e  th o u g h ts  of th e  o rig in a l p ro 
jec to rs .

A m o n th  la te r  T om  found  h im se lf  c lo se ted  
w itb  one of th e  h ea d s  of a  c e rta in  w ell know n 
fin an c ia l A nn, w ho wer« cé léb ra  e d fo r  th e ir  a r  
se- ing  view s a n d  th e ir  bo ldness in  f lo a tin g  la rg e  
schem es of p u b lic  im p o rtan c e . W ith  th i*  firm  
w as a lso  u .ixed  u p  a u o th e r  w ell know n firm  of 
en g in eers  an d  co n trac to rs  ; b u t  how  a n d  in  w h a t 
w ay th e y  w ere  m ix ed  up , an d  w here one firm  
begnn and  th e  o th e r  eu  ted, w as m ore th a n  a n y  
o u ts id e  p e rso n  cou ld  eve r asce rta in , a n d  w as 
p opu la rly  supposed  to  be a  m y th ica l p o in t even 
w ith  th e  p a r t ie s  ch iefly  c nce rned . But, be t h a t  
as i t  m ay , T om  B ris tow ’s eche . e m e t  w ith  a  very  
fav o rab le  rece p tio n  b o th  fro m  a  financia l a n d  an  
eng ineering  p o in t o i view. W hile  s till k e p t a  
p r  -found secre t from  th e  p u b lic  a t  la rg e  it s  de
ta ils  w ere la id  before som e five o r  six  w ell know n 
m em bers  o f th e  H ouse, w hose o p in io n s  ca rried  
m u ch  w e g h t n  such  m a tte r s  an d  w ere a  to le r 
ab ly  bafe с r ite rк n  as  to  w h e th e r  a n y  p a r tic u la r  
b ill w ould  be like ly  to  p ass  u n s lau g h te red  
th io u g h  th e  te rr ib le  o rd ea l of c o m m it ее. So 
fav o rao le  w ere  th e  opin ions th u s  asked  for. t h a t  
Mr B ris to  v w en t u p  a t  once to  a  c e r ta in  m e iro - 
p o lita u  la n d  agen t, an d  i ' s tru c ted  h im  to  b u y  up  
a n d  h o i i over fo r h i .n ce rta  n  fields an d  p i t s  of 
laud , w h ich  h ap peued -to  be for sa le  ju s t  th e n  a t  
d iffe ren t p o in ts  ex  c tly  on  o rco n tig u o  s to  th e  
p io p  sed lin e  of railw ay . Such p io p e rty  w ould  
rise  im m ense ly  in  v a lu e  from  th e  m o m e n t th e  
p ro sp ec tu s  of th e  lin e  w as m a d e  public , an d  by  
th e  t im e  th e  firs t sod  w as tu rn e d  Tom  ca lcu la ted  
t h a t  h e  ough to  be in  a  po s itio n  to  c lea r c e n t p e r  
c e n t by  h is  bold  specu la tion ,

C H A P T E R  X X III.
A T  1  H E  V IL L A  P A M P H IL I .

T h« m o n th  of O ctober h a d  h a lf  rn n  its  ffourse, 
C o n tin en ta l M eccas w as n e a rly  deserted , th e  
p ilgrim s w ere re tu rn in g  in  shoals  day  b> day, 
a n u  th e  L ou d o n  club  houses  w ere  no  li ng er th e  
te m p le s  of d eso la tio n  th a t  th e y  h a d  been fo r th e  
la s t  tw o  m o n th s .

I n  th e  sm oke ro o m  of h is  club , in  th e  
easies t of ea sy  ch a irs , s a t  K este r St. 
George, c ig ar in  m o u th , h is  h a t  ti l te d  
over h is  eyes, m u sin g  b it te r ly  ov er th e  hopes, 
follies, a n d  p ro spec ts  of h is  b roken  life. A nd 
h is  life  w as, in  t r  th , a  b roken  one. W ith  w h a t 
fa ir  p rospects  h a d  h e  s ta r te d  from  p o rt, a n d  now , 
a t  thirt,y-thr< e ye a rs  of age, to  w h a t a  b a n k ru p t 
e n d iu g h e  h a d  com e ! O ne w ay o r  a n o th e r  he  
h a d  co n triv ed  u n ti l  now  to  su rm o u n t h is  difficul
ties, or, a t  leas t, to  tid e  th e m  over fo r th e  t im e  
being  ; b u t, a t  la s t , th e  n e t  seem ed  to  b e  fina llv  
c losing  a ro u n d  h im . Of read y  m oney  h e  h a d  
n e x t to  none. H is c re d it w as a t  a n  end . T a ilo r, 
b oo tm aker, a n d  g lover h a d  a like  s h u t th e ir  d  o rs 
iu  h is  face. A th re e  m o n ih s ’ b ill fo r tw o h u n 
d red  a n d  fifty  p o u n d s  w ould  fa ll due  in  a b o u t a 
w eek’s tim e , a n d  h e  h a  i abat lu te ly  no asse ts  w ith  
w h ch  to  m e e t i t  ; i  o r  w as th e re  th e  re m o te s t 
p ossib ility  of h is  be in g  ab le  to  o b -a in  a  renew al 
of it. H e h a d  m a d e  su re  o f w  i n in g  h ea v ily  on 
ce rta in  races, b u t  th e  ho rses  h e  m  d  backed  h a d  
in v a riab ly  com e to  g iie f ;  a.nd i t  w as only  by 
m a k  ng a  d esp e ra te  effo rt th a t  h e  b a d  been  ab le  
to  m e e t h is  en g ag em en ts  an d  save h is  c re d it on  
th e  tu rf . W hen  he sho u ld  h a v e  p aw n ed  o r sold 
h is  w a tc h  a n d  th e  <ew r in g s  a u d  tr in k e ts  tu a t  
s till rem a in ed  to  h im . a n d  sho u ld  h  ive sp e n t th e  

; poor p o u n d s  re-ilized  tu e  eby , beggary , th e  m  e s t 
co m p le te  a n d  abs lu te , w ou ld  s ta re  h i u in  th e  
lace  B u t tw o cou rses w ere  le f t  o pen  fo r h im  : 
f ligh t a n d  o n t aw ry, o r a n  a p p e a l to  th e  generos- 
itv  of h is  uncle, G enera l S t G eorge. B it te r  
a lte rn a tiv e s  bo th . B esides w hich , i t  w as by no  
m e a  ia c e rta in  t h a t  h is  u n c le  w ou ld  resp  n d  to  
any  such app ea l, a n d  h e  s h ra n k  u n ac co u n tab ly , 
he cou ld  hfirdly h ave  to ld  h i self w hy, fro m  th e  
tasK of ask ing  re lie f  of th e  s te in  • Id so ld ier. 
H e q u estio n ed  h im se lf  ag a in  an d  aga in  w h e th e r  
eu icide w oul ; n o t  ne fa r  p re fe ra b le  to  th e  p a u 
per’s li  e, w h ich  w as a l l th a t  h e  now  saw  befo re  
h im  -  w h e tb e r  i t  w ould  n o t b a  b e t te r  b y  one bold  
s troke, to  c u t a t  once a u d  fo rev er th ro u g h  th e  
tang led  w eb of d ifficu lties th a t  bo u n d  h im  O ver 
h is  d ea d  body th e  m en  to  w hom  h e  ow ed m o n e y  
uii^Jht w raLgle as  m u c h  as  thev  chose ; a  com 
fo rta b le  no o k  in  th e  fam ily  v a u lt  w oul \ d o u b tless  
be found  fo r i . im , an d  be.vond th a t  h e  w ould  need  
n o th in g  m ore . U nspeakab ly  b i t te r  to -n ig h t w ere 
th e  m u sin g s  of K es te r S t G eorge 

“ A b u lie t  th ro u  h  th e  b ra  n , о«- a  dose of p ru s 
sic ac id  h ic h  sh  ill i t  b e  ?” h e  asked  h im se if-
“ I t  m a tte rs  l i t t l e  w hich . T h ey  a re  b o th  speedy, 
a n d  bo th  sure. T h e a  th e  voice sh a ll w h isp e r in  
m y e a r  n  vain  : th e n  I  sh a ll  no  1< n g e r teel th e  
h a n d  la id  on  m y  s h o u ld e r ; th e n  th e  b lack  s h a 
dow th a t  broods ov er m y  lu e  w ill be  sw allow ed.— 
up fo r ever in  th e  b lacker shadow s of d ea th  !” 

S udden ly  a  w a ite r  g lided  up  to  h im  sa lve r in  
h an d . On th e  ьа v e r  b y  a  te leg ram . “ H  you  

lease, s ir ,” sa id  th e  m  n . in  h is  m o s t d e fe re n tia l 
voice. M r S t Geo< ge s ta r te d ,lo o k e d  u p , a n d  took  
th e  te leg ram  m e ch a  ically .

n o r  fu ll tw o  m in u te s  h e  h e ld  i t  b e 
tw een  h is  th u m b  a n d  finger w ith o u t 
open ing  it . “ W hy n ee d  I  tro u b le  m yself w ith  
w h a t i t  c o n ta in s ? "  h e  m u t te ie d .  “ O ne m ore  
s ro k e  of il l  fo r tu n e  ca n  m a tte r  n o th  ng  
and  I ’m  p a s t a ll h o p e  of an y  good fo rtu n e . T o  a  
m an  « ho  is  being s to n ed  to  d e a th  one s t^ n e  th e  
m ore is  n o t w o rth  co m p la in in g  an o u t. P e rh a p s  
i t ’s to -te ll m e  t h a t  A urora h a s  fa llen  la m e  or dead , 
Serve tu e  ja d e  r  g h t ! I  backed i e r  fo r t * o  tb o u - 
san  ’ a t  D oucast e r,and  lo s t.P e rh a p s  i t ’s on ly  one of 
D im m ock’s ‘s tra ig h t tip s ,’ im p l y in g  m e  to in v e s t 
a  ‘l i t t le  sp are  c a sh ’ on  som e m y ste rio u s  fa v o rite  
t h a t  is su re  to  be  sc ra tch ed  betö re  th e  ra c e  com es 
off is eve r aga in , О M *ntor, sn a il th y  fingers 
to u c h  gold < f m ine  ! A ll th e  sp are  c a sh  I  h av e  
wi 1 be n ee d ed  to  pav  fo r m y  w ind ing -shee t ”

W ith  a  sneer, h e  flicked  o pen  th e  enve lo i e th a t  
h e ld  ih e  te  eg iam , opened  it , a n d  re a d  th e  one 
line  t h a t  w as r i t te n  th e re in .

“ L ionel D ering  is dea  i. C om e h e re  a t  once 1 " 
T h e  te leg ram  d ro p n ed  fro m  h is  fingers—th e  

cigar fell fro m  h is  lip s. A s tran g e , d ea th - lik e  
pa lo r o vo rsp read  n is  face. H e p ressed  b o th  h is  
uaude to  h is  le f t  s ide, a n  ■ san k  b ac k  in  h is  ch u ir  
like a  m a n  su d d en ly  s tr ic k en  by som e inv isib le  
foe.

T h e  w aiter, w ho  h a d  b ee n  hov erin g  n ea r, w as 
by h  s side in  a  m o m en t. “ A re y ou  ill, s ir?  ” h e  
sa id . “ W h a t  c a n  I  geu y o u ?  W ou ld  you  like 
a  g lass of w a te r  ? ”

Mr S t G eorge d id  n o t an sw er in  w ords, b u t  h is  
eyes sai'i yes W itu  a  oeep  gasp  th a t  w as h a lf  a 
sob, h e  seem ed  to  recove r h im se lf. H is h a n d s  
d io p p e d  fro m  h is  b rea s t , a n d  th e  color began  to  
com e slow ly  b ac k  in to  hi» jace. H e d ra n k  th e  
w ate r, th a u k e d  th e  m a n , a n d  wae le f t a lo n e  to  
to  rea lize  th e  in te llig en ce  h e  h a d  ju s t  rece ived .

L ionel D eriug  dej.d  ! Im p o  sib le  ! S uch new s 
could onlv  be th e  ly in g  in v e n tio n  of som e ju g 
g ling  tiend  w hose o b je c t i t  w as to  give h im , fo r 
one b rie f m o m eu t. a  g lim ose  of P a rad ise , an d  
th e n  ca st h im  h ead lo n g  in to  s til l  d ee p e r cav ern s  
of d esp a  r  th a n  a n y  in  w h ich  h .s  sou l h a d  ever 
lo s t itse lf before.

L io n e lD erin g  dead  1 W h a t d id  n o t  su ch  new s 
m e an  to  h im ,i t  o n ly—if on ly  i t  w ere t r u e !  I t  
was like a  rep riev e  a t  th e  th e  la ^ t m o m e n t to  
som e poor w re tch  cond em n ed  to  die. T h e  new s 
is w h ispered  in  his ea r. th e  ch o rd s  a re  unloosen- 
ed, h e  si a res  ro u n d  like  a m a n  sudden ly  ro u sed  
from  som e h ideous m ,h tm a  re, an d  c a n n o t f r a  
i i t t le  tim e , believe th a t  th e  b lissfu l w ords h e  h as  
ju s t  h e a rd  a ie  re a b y  tru e . So i t  w as w ith  S t 
George. H is b ra in  w as in  a  m a z e -  h is  m in d  ін  a  
w hirl. A gain an d  aga in  h e  re p e a te d  to  h im se lf,
"  I t  c a n n o t be t i u e  1”

T h en  he d id  w h a t, u n d e r  o rd in a ry  c ircu m stan 
ces, h e  w ould h a v e  done a t  fir a t—h e  p ick ed  up  
h e  i e leg ram  in  o rd er to  a s c e r ta  n  w hen ce  i t  

cam e, and  b y  w hom  i t  h a d  be.-n s e n t ; tw o  p o in ts  
w hich h e  h a d  a lto g e th e r  overlooked  u p  to  now , 
h is  eyes hav in g  been  fi s t  caugt t  b y  th e  one 
s ign ifican t line  of them eesage . T h e  te leg ram .trem - 
b led  in  h is  fiugers like  a n  a sp en  le a f, as  he  
tu rn e d  i t  t  > th e  iig h t, a n d  re a d  t  iese w ords—
‘ F ro m  G enera l S t G eorge, V illa  P a m p h i i ,  n e a r  
Г о т о , Ttaly, to  K es te r  S t Ge rge, 34 
G rea t C arrin g to n  s tre  t, L ondon , E n g la n d .’ 
A nd th e n  on« e m o re  h is  eyes took  in  th e  b rie f, 
pregu>int m essage, “L io n e l D ering  is dead . C om e 
h e re  a t  once .”

I t  w as a ll tru e , th e n —all b lissfu lly  tru e  — a n d  
n o t a  w ild h a llu c iu a tio n  o f h is  * w n d iso rd ered  
m in i !  h ti l  h e  seem ed  as  th o u g h  h e  c o u d  n o t 
p ossib ly  rea lize  it. H e g lanced  ro u n  t. N o one 
was reg ard in g  h im . n e  p re s s e !  th e  te leg  a m  to  
h is  lip  tw ice, pass io n a te ly . T h en  h e  fo lded  i t  up  
ca re fu lly  a n d  accu ra te ly , an d  p u t  i t  aw ay  in  
th e  b re  s t  po ck e t of h is  frock  coa t. T hen , p u ll ng
h .s  h a t  over h ie brow , a n d  b u ry .n g  h is  b a n  s 
deep  in  h is  pockets, h e  lounged  slow ly o u t o f th e  
c iu  •, g ree ting  no  ne. look ing  n e i th e r  to  th e  
r ig h t h a n d  n o r  to  th e  le f t  ; a n d  so, goiug slow ly 
th ro u g h  tho  s tre e ts  w ith  eyes fixed .-fraight b e 
fore h im , h e  a t  le n g th  reac h ed  h is  ro o m s in  G rea t 
C arring ton  s tre e t 

T w en y m in u te s  sufficed fo r th e  p ac k in g  o f h ie  
p o rtm a u te a u . K es te r  S t G eorge w as h is  ow n 
v iie t now . He h a d  been ob ige t to  d ispense  w ith  
t  .e ьегѵ ces of P ie rre  J a n v a rd  m o n th s  ago. h a v 
ing no  longe r th e  m e an s  of keep ing  h im . Wh*E[ 
b is  p o r tm a u te a u  w a- locked  a n d  s trap p e d , h e  
scribb led  on a p iece of p ap e r, “S h a ll n o t  be back  
for a  week,” affixed th e  p a p e r  ou ts id e  th e  dt or, 
took  a l a s t  g lance r.»und, p u l ed  t  th e  door, c a r 
r ied  h is  luggage d ow nsta irs , h  iled  th e  firs t 
e m p ty  b a n s  >ш t h a t  passed  h im  a n d  w as d iiv en  
to th e  te rm in u s  a t  L o n d o n  Bridge. B u t before 
reac h in g  th e  s ta tio u , h e  s to p p ed  th e  cab  a t  a  
ta v e rn  k e n tb y  a  bporting  p u b lican  t  > w hom  h e  
w as well know n, f r o m  th is  m a n  h e  o b ta in ed  a 
1 an  of t h i . t y  pounds on  h is  w a tc h  
a n  t ch a in  au d  d iam ond  p in . A fter d rin k in g  
one sm all «'up of Ь іаск  coffee a n d  cognac, he 
paced th  flags of th e  s ta t io n  t i l l  th e  t r a in  was 
read y , em oning  oue  s tro n g  c ig a r a f te r  an o th e r , 
and  seeing  an d  heed in g  n o th in g  of th e  b m y  scene 
a round  h im .

A ud so, s ti l l  lik e  a  m a n  in  a  d ream , b e  s ta r te d  
ou h is  jo u rn e y . H e changed  m echan ica lly  from  
ra ilw ay  to  e team er, a n d  fro m  e team er to  ra ilw ay , 
h e  dozed  h e  em oked, h e  d ran k  coffee a n d  coguao, 
h e  w a ited  to r  a  tr a in  h e re  an d  a  co n v e y a n c e  
th e re , b u t  o th e rw ise  h e  d id  n o t b reak  th e  co n tin 
u ity  of h is  jo u rn e y  ; and , a t  last, h e  fo u n d  hdm- 
self by th e  sho re  of Como, in q u iiin g  h is  w ay  to  
th e  V illa  P am p h ili. *

[TO BE CONTINUED]

— A  large private garden ia  a suburb ol 
San Franoisco is to be m ade a labyrinth, by 
means of chick foliage and winding paths, so 
that a person m ight wander in  it for an hour 
without finding his way out.

— George Holland, a son of the late come
dian of that nam e, has Ьеел an aotor for 
years, and nobody who has seen h in only on 
the stage would guess that he had not all hie 
senses fully developed, and yet he is so deaf 
that he does not ordinarily understand a word 
that is said by the others in  the play. He 
manages to get along without cues by care
fully studying the lines whioh are to be 
spoken in connection with his own, and then 
watches the lips of the speaker t© learn when 
te strike in .


