
to  th at distance, m ak ing «о much 
greater « ..th e  am ount w hich , after 
th e  elections o f  1874, Parliam ent placed at 
th e  disposal o f th e leader o f th e  G overnm ent 
for th e  construction of th e  railw ay, because 
you  w ill rem em ber th e  th en  G overnm ent lo 
cated th e  term inus o f th e  railway, not a t th e  
Galiendar lta t io n , where i t  is  now  and where 
it  was first located by th e  former G overn
m ent, b u t 40 m iles  south o f th a t point. 
Therefore, under th a t act th e  hon. g en tle 
m an w ould not on ly  have been ob liged  to  
spend $104,887,500 a t th e low est com puta
tion , but to  provide for th e  construction  on  
th e sam e terms, o f 40 m iles  m ore to  bring  
th e railway down to  th e term inus a* located  
by th e th en  Governm ent. T hat w ill add 
$400,000 in  cash, $300,000 in  m oney a t four 
per cent, on $7,500 per m ile  for 26 year», and 
$800,000 in  land at a  dollar an acre, or $1,500,- 
000 annually to  m ake th e  estim ate str ictly  
oorreot. N ow , sir, h a v in g  show n th at Parlia
m ent had placed a t th e disposal o f  
th e G overnm ent o f m y B igh t Hon.
friend (S ir John M acdonald) in
1872 $8*,700,000 for th e  construction
of th e jtvork. th at Parliam ent had placed  
$104 887^600 at th e disposal o f th e leader o f  
th e Governm ent in  1874, to  w hich  w e m ust 
add th e  $1,500,000 to whioh I  h ave ju st re
ferred, I  now  com e to

* *  THÏ PRISENT CONTRACT,
w hich is  la id  on  th e  tab le  o f th e  H ouse for its  
consideration, for a portion o f  th e  lin e  from 
F ort W illiam  to Selkirk, 410 m iles, the  
Pem bina branch, 85 m iles, and a  portion from 
K am loops to Burrard In let, 217 m iles, a ll of 
w hich, am ou ntin g to  712 m iles, w hen th e  
w hole  lin e  is  com pleted, is  to  be handed  
over as th e  property o f th e  Company. T he  
tota l am ount expended and to  be expended  
by th e G overnm ent, in clu d ing  everything, i l  
$28,000,000.+  T he G overnm ent have  
agreed to  pay in  addition to  th e  
$28,000,00«, *25,000,000 and 25,000,-
000 acres of land, m ak ing a  total 
subsidy in  cash o f  $53,000,000, and in  land, 
estim ating th e  25,000,000 acre* a t th e  same 
rate th at I  have estim ated  the land under the  
contract o f 1873 and under the Act o f 1874, at 
$1 an aore, of $25,000,000, or a to ta l am ount o f  
$78,000,000. I  th ink , sir, w arranting th e  
statem ent w ith  w hich  I  com m enced m y re
marks, th at th ese  term s are greatly below  
any term s th a t have previously been sanc
tion ed  by  Parliam ent. T he m atter then  
stands th u s: under the contraot o f 1873 
$84,700,000 ; under th e  contraot o f 1874 
$104,887,500, w ith  $1,500,000 added to bring  
th e road down to tke point a t w hich  
under th a t act i t  wa* to be com m enced ; 
under th e  contract of 1M0, now  laid  
on  th e  table o f  th e Hon**, $78,000,000. 
:Now, sir, le t  m e draw th e  a tten tion  o f the  
H ouse fo* a  m om ent, in  order to  show th at  
in  takingjkhe F oster  contract as th e  base o f 
ca lcu la tion  as to what th e  oost under the A ct 
o f  1874 w ould h ave  been, i f  i t  conld  have  
been  accom plished a t a ll, i t  was a reasonable 
estim ate, an estim ate, in  faot, below  the  
mark, to  th e  words o f th e  leader o f th e  late 
G overnm ent w ith  reference to  th e  oharacter 
of that seotion. T h e  hon. gentlem an said, 
as w ill be found in  the H a n ta r i  o f  1876 :—  
“ Because he w ould probably refer to  th is  
m atter a t  another tim e in  th e  H ouse, he 
would now  sim ply  say th is  : that w hat was 
published in  m any newspapers ae to  en g i
neering  difficulties encountered in  th is  rela
tion  was entirely fallacious. N o  difficulty  
had been experienced in  obtain ing the  
grade th a t was required in  th e  original con
tract, the gradient n o t exceeding 26 feet per 
m ile for th e  country eastward and 52 for the  
country westward. In  on ly  tw o places was 
there any difficulty in  securing th ese gra
d ients ; th ese  th e  engineers assure m e can 
easily be overcom e. T he explorations in  the 
limmediate vic in ity  o f French river show that 
jthe lin e traverses a  rocky though n o t h illy  
[ c o u n t r y T h i s  show* th at I  have ground  
from th e/ép in ion s o f the hon. gentlem an , for

—«ay-etatém ent th a t th at w ould be a  fair esti
mate ,

TB* VALUE Of Я В  LAUD.

I  w ill now  draw th e  attention  o f  th e  hon. 
gentlem en opposite to  m y authority With re
ference to  th e  terms. T h is  m ay be neces
sary, as th e p osition  now  taken by th e Op
position, as m ay be a**umed from th at taken  
by the Globe, is  th a t it  is  id le  to  ta lk  about 
estim ating th e land a t $ ?  per aore, w hen  
everyone knew  i t  was worth $2 per acre. 
W ell, I shall be o n ly  too  glad i f  th a t can 
be established, bu t it  w ill n o t do for the  
leader o f th e  Opposition or th e  leader of 
th e G overnm ent to  m eet on th a t ground, 
and I  w ill show you w hy I draw th e  a tten
tion o f th e com m ittee to th e  statem ent made 
by th e leader o f th e Opposition (Mr. B lake), 
w hen w e were d iscussing th e  Foster con
tract, and I  had ventured to  va lu e  th e  land  
at $2 an acre. T hat was in  1875, and the  
hon. gentlem an w ill find h is  remarks on 
page 541 o f th e B an tard . T he hon. gentlem an  
said in  reference to  th at po in t :— “ I t  is  an en
tirely ubsurd calculation  to say that th ese 1,-
700,000 are worth $2 an acre to  th is  country. 
E ven  va lu ing  th em  at $1 an aore would  
in  m y ju dgm ent be an excessive  valuation .” 
T hen th e leader o f th e  la te  Governm ent 
gave his opin ion  on th e subject : th e hon. 
gentlem an sa id :— “ I  do not p lace their  
ftflue at $6 an aore ; I w ish I  oould say that 
th ey  were worth $1 an acre.” B u t whatever

~<the valjjtrm ay be, I  am  confident I  express 
Ithe view's o f th e com m ittee w hen  I  say that 
Iwhstever value m ay be obtained for them  
.over $1 per acre, and I  hope it  w ill be great
ly  over th at rate, w ill be obtained not in  
th eir  present position , but in  consequence  
o f  th e construction o f th e Canada Pacific 
R ailway. In  187Ѳ th e  hon. gentlem an said: 
4—“ I  do not understand w hy th e  hon. g en tle 
m an anticipates a larger revenue from the  
lands to  be sold, because i t  is  absolu tely  in 
dispensable, in  order to  induce settlers to  go  
in to  th e  country, that w e should furnish 
them  w ith  thu land* free o f charge. Does 
th e hon. gentlem an im agine th a t settlers w ill 
go to  th e  N orthw est and buy lands a t $2 an 
acre when there are m illio n s  o f aores o f land  
offered for noth ing in  <he U n ited  States ?”

Sir J ohn A. M a c lo n a ld — Hear, hear.
Sir C h a r l e s  T opper— I f  w e are able to  

m ake th ese  lands worth $2 an acre, w e w ill 
do i t  by th e  agency n o *  proposed to  oon- 
struct th i^ -ailw ey by th e  expenditure asked  
for th e purpose o f ensuring its  construction. 
T h e leader o f th e la te  G overnm ent a lso  said : 
— 11 W e m ust, therefore, m ake up our m inds  
i f  we are to settle  th a t country, i t  w ill be 
done on ly  at th e  expenditure o f  a large 
am ount o f  m oney to  aid settlers on c o in g  in  
and g iv in g  th em  land free after th ey  g e t  in . 
That is m y conviction . I f  th e  hon. gen tle 
man’s expectation should be realised o f get
tin g  $2  per acre for th ose 100,000 acres, I  
w ill confess to  h im  th a t 1 have been utterly  
m istaken in  m y ideas upon th is  sub
ject." ■/ ■•o m uch for th e  value o f th e  
tends.-- .Sow, sir, as to  th e  cost o f th e  work.
1 have estim ated th e  laad s a  $1 per acre, 
| » t  I  w ill assum e for th e  sake o f m eeting  
tk e  present v iew s o f th e  hon. gentlem en  
opposite h a lf way, th a t th ey  w ill be 
Wertli $W  an aore, and We w ill see 
Д е п  Ь о з д п е  account w ill  stand as between  

Ш цХ  iK atlem en and ourselves, how  far т у  
ЪьИммеЯк w ith  w hich  I  opeped th is  d lscus- 
« * n  w ill he borne out. I f  you  value the  
Ш)4в « t  $ Ц  per acre, th e  contraot o f 1873,

I j ta n fe d  M o& ttie o fe r  to  secure th e  construe- 
: ШП at th e  G m adlau Pacific B ailw ay to  th e  
A tbm  Oompanjr, w ill show  a tota l o f $112,- 
|jfe ,oeo  j how  w ü l th e  acoount th en  stand ? 
t» .to ly iu g  tbfc sam e »rincipjie to  th e  A ct of 
V* % ,  it  w UTshow $192,867^00 placed a t the

* - K  4>sal o f ftie G ovèm m eiitô fm y  hon. f&end 
bi s*» ite  fo»1 securing th e constryotiov o f th*  

* w 4  placing th e  lands a t $1.50 an acie,
< be »< crrttrrt w*tacre-t*M tm ftft WM* « b o w

a total o f  $90,100,00*. I f  we go th e w hole  
len gth  th e  Globe asks, and I  do not say it  is 
unreasonable, and assume those lands to  be 
worth, after the construction o f th e  road, $2  
an acre, th e  account stands thus as be
tw een th ese  various proposals :— T he  
proposition o f  1873 placed a t th e  
disposal o f  th e G overnm ent lands at 
$2  an acre worth $139,400,000. A t
th e  sam e estim ate th e  value o f th e lands 
placed a t th e  d isposal o f  th e  late Govern
m ent was $160,825,500. T h e present propo
sition  at $2 an acre reaches a total o f on ly  
$103,000,000, or Іевв than th e  am ount a t $1  
an acre placed at th e disposal o f th e la te  G ov
ernm ent by P arliam en t I th in k  th is  state
m ent ough t to  be tolerably satisfactory. I  
w ill now  g ive  hon. gentlem en  opposite an 
authority as to  th e  co st o f th is  work about 
to  be undertaken th at I  th in k  th ey  w ill be 
com pelled  to  accept. On th e  IJ th  of May, 
1874, Mr. M achende said:— «F ro m  that 
p oin t westward it  is qu ite d e a r  that there is 
no m eans o f rapid com m unication except by  
b u ild in g  a  railway, and th is  por
tion  in  B riti.h  Colum bia аіове would  
take $85,000,000, and from th e  poin t 
w hich Mr. F lem in g  calculates as the  
centre of the Воску M ountains, eastward 
to  th e junotion  w ith  navigation, would prob
ably  be $100,000,000 or som ething lik e  
that.” There is  an estim ate from th e leader 
o f th e la te  G overnm ent, th e  th en  M inister o f 
Public W orks, and subm itted to  Parliam ent 
on th e authority o f h is  ow n engineers w ith  
a ll th e  ju d gm en t and experience th a t could  
be brought to bear upon it, th at $100,000,000  
would be required for th e  road from Lake 
Superior a t Thunder Bay to  th e  Pacific 
Ocean, and y e t th e  present proposition  
secures th e  construction  o f th e  entire road 
w ith in  ten years from th e  1st o f  J u ly  n ex t  
from Lake N ipp issing to Burrard In le t a t a  
cost to  ’ th e country a t th e  es
tim ate hon. gentlem an opposite p laced on  
th e lands, of $78,000,000.

THE VIEWS 0» HR. MAOKlNSn IK POWII.
One would have supposed th e  member 

for Lam bton would hove stood aghast at 
such an estim ate as $100,000,000 for th e  por
tion  o f th e  road m entioned, and w ould have  
abandoned i t  as beyond th e  resources of 
Canada. B ut standing as th e  Prim e M inis
ter, and w eighted  w ith th e responsib ility  
w hich  rests on such a h igh  officer, he  fe lt  he  
m u st not shrink from his duty and he stated  
as to  th e  section  in  B ritish  Colum bia, th at 
would cost $35,000,000, “ w e propose to  pro
ceed w ith  it  as rapidly as w e are able to  ob
tain  a com pletion  o f surveys." H e also pro
posed to  expend $100,000,000 i f  necessary to 
connect th e  waters o f Lake Superior w ith  
th e tidal waters o f  th e Pacific. T he leader 
o f th e  la te  G overnm ent a lso  sa id :— “ W e 
frankly recognize th e  feilure o f th e attem pt 
to  g iv e  a fictitious value to  lands 
in  order to  g e t X n glish  capitalists  
to  take цр th e  railway, but we a lso  frankly  
confess th e  n ecessity  o f b u ild in g  th e  railway  
by direct m oney subsidies or a com bined  
system  o f g iv in g  both  m oney and land.” 
T he hon. gentlem an g a llan tly  performed h is  
duty, and d id n o t shrink from th e  respon
sib ility , arduous and responsib le as was h is  
position. H e said :— « W e propoee to  g ive  
$10,000 per m ile, and a grant th e  sam e as 
that proposed by th e  late G overnm ent of
20,000 acres, and we in v ite  in ten d in g  com 
petitors to  state th e am ount for w hich  they  
w ill require th e  guarantee a t 4 per cen t in  
order to g ive  th em  w hat th ey  m ay deem  a 
sufficient sum  w herewith to build  th e  road. 
We know  that som e th in k  $10,000 per m ile  
and 20,000 acres o f land, supposing they  
realise on an average $1 an acre, w ill not 
build th e  road. I t  w ould m ore than build it 
in  som e parte, bu t from end to  end 
it  is  ev ident it  Will n o t build  i t  T h e  In ter
colonial B ailw ay w ill cost about $48,000 a 
m ile traversin gon  th e w hole  a  very  favor
able country. T he Northern Pacific Bailway, 
in  th e  accounts published by th e  Company, 
has cost, so far as it  has been carried, th at is 
to  Bed B iver, $47,000 or $48,000 per m ile  in  
round num bers. T hat road traverses a lm ost 
w holly  a prairie region, easily  accessib le, and 
where m aterials were easily  found, and is  a l
together qu ite as favorable as th e  m ost fa
vorable spot o f any part o f  our territories, 
with th is  advantage, th at it  was m uch nearer 
to producers o f supplies th an any portion of 
our lin e exoept th at on  th e  im m ediate bor
ders o f lakes. T he Central Pacific w e w ill 
not touch, as th e  cost o f  th at road was so 
enormous as n o t to  afiord any guide a t a ll, 
because o i th e extraordinary am ount of job
bing conneoted w ith  it, but ju d g in g  from the  
cost o f our ow n railways, w e have reason to  
suppose it  w ill not be possib le to  construct 
th is  lin e  from end to  end a t a le ss  price than 
$40,000 per m ile, and it  m ay exceed that by 
several thousands of dollars. Parts ot it 
w ill o f  o o m e  exceed th at very m uch, though  
on th e w hole o f sections east o f th e  Boeky  
M ountains som eth in g  in  th e neighborhood  
o f th at figure w ill cover th e  outlay.” The  
leader o f th e  la te  G overnm ent further stated 
that th e  road could not be b u ilt as a com 
mercial enterprise, and expressed a desire 
that th e gen tlem en  w ho undertook th at re
sponsib ility  should show  h im  how  i t  was 
possible to  construct a railw ay 2,500 m iles  
long w ith  a  population o f four m illions, pass
in g  during alm ost ite  entire length  through  
an uninhabited country, and for a s i i l l  great
er portion o f its  len g th  through a  country of 
a very rough charaoter. I  am  glad  th e tim e  
has com e w hen, in  response to th e hon. g en 
tlem an, we are in  a  position to  show  h im  how  
that g igantic  work con be accom plished end 
upon term s m ore favorable than any th e m ost 
sanguine person in  th is  country ventured to  
look  for, and I  ask th e hon. gentlem an not 
to  forget, now  th at h e  is  sittin g  on the Oppo 
sitionb en ohes, that in  estim atin g th e cost as 
a M inister he fe lt  h ew cu ld  not be doing his  
duty i f  he d id not draw th e  a tten tion  of the  
H ouse to  th e  fact th at w hen  th is  road is  con
structed

THE LIABILITY RESTING UPON THE COUNTRY

w ill n o t be discharged bu t ju st com m en
cin g . T h e  hon. gentlem an w ent on  to  say :—  
« Supposing i t  o n ly  takes th e  m inim um  
am ount estim ated by Mr. Sandford F lem ing, 
$100,000,000, you have a pretty good appre
ciation  o f w hat it  would cost th e country, in  
th e  end. W hen you double th e  debt o f tho  
country you w ill not be able to  accom plish  
th e  borrowing o f th e  sum  o f m oney th at  
would be required to  bu ild  th e  road, paying  
th e  attendant expenses o f m anagem ent and 
th e  debt and everyth ing else connected w ith  
i t ” T he hon. gentlem en opposite last session  
also  enforced very strongly on our 
atten tion  th e feet th at i f  w e w ent on 
w ith  th i i  work as a G overnm ent work  
and stood p ledged In th e  face o f  th e  
country *nd o f th e  financial world to  an ex 
penditure o f e igh ty  to  a  hundred m illion  dol
lar» for th e  construction o f thd railway, we 
could hardly be surprised i f  i t  increased the  
oost o f m oney we were obliged to  borrow in  
th e  m oney m arkets o f th e  world. H e said 
“ I f  you  add she per cent, upon th e m inim um  
am ount to th e ex istin g  obligations o f the  
country, you w ill have in  addition to  our 
present annual burdens six  m illion s  o f  dol
lars, w hich, added together, would make a 
continuous application o f  tw elve  m illions of 
'dollars before you hove a  cen t to  apply to  
tlje  ordinary business o f th e country.” A  
rather startling  ground for th e hon. g en tle 
m an to  take, but one w hich  com m ended it 
s e lf  to  a ll those w ho listened to  
th e  hon. gentlem an’s address. T he
non. m em ber for Lambton continued :_
11 Then w e come to tho consideration o f  what 
would bo the position of tho road after it 
was completed. We have M r.Flem ing's au
thority, that until at least three m illion  p eo
p le  are çtrawn into that uninhabited country, 
i t  i t  ф щ Ь  impossible to exp ect flre ronfl to

pay its  running expenses. Mr. F lem in g  esti
m ates these a t not less  than $8,000,000 per 
annum , and they bave s t ill  further to  be sup
plem ented by  th e  proportion o f m oney re
quired eaob year to  renew  th e  road с  I t  is  
known, moreover, to  railway authoritiee that, 
considering th e  difficulties o f  clim ate, and 
w ith  theordlnary traffic, the road w ill require 
renewal, by sleepers and rails every eight 
or ten  years on an average.” First, we would  
pay $100,000,000 to  build th e  road, n ex t  
$8,000,000 annually  to  operate it, subject to th e  
deduction o f  w hatever traffic th e road 
received, and th ird ly, we w ould have  
to  renew sleepers and rails every eigh t  
years unless we used steel rails. T h is is  th e  
pleasant picture w hich  th e  hon. gentlem an  
h im self drew for th e consideration o f th e  
H ouse and country, and now  it  appears he 
hesitates to  secure th e construction and op
eration o f  th is  road forever at a oost o f  $78,- 
000,000. My hon. friend th e  leader of the  
Opposition, no  longer than a  year ago was 
good enough to g iv e  th e H ouse h is  opin ion  
ae to  th e  coet o f th is  road and th e  liab ility  
that w ould be incurred, and I  in v ite  h is  at
ten tion  to  h is  ow n estim ate, as he th en  gave  
it. He said :— « A gain, o f  course, th e  through  
traffic depends on  tBe road being first-class, 
and we m ust rem em ber th at after we have  
spent a ll th e  hon. M inister proposes, we shall 
h ave n o t a  Pacific, but a colonization road. 
A ccording to  th e old  system  o f construc
tion , th at central section  w ould  cost 
in c lu d in g  th e  other item s I  have m entioned, 
altogether over $42,500,000, leav in g  out en
tirely both ends. W hat are th e ends to cost Î 
$45,000,000 is, as I have stated, th e cost from  
E dm onton to  Burrard In le t  on th e  weet, and  
from F ort W illiam  to  N ip issing  on th e east. 
T h e hon. m em ber for Lam bton esA n atee  it  
a t a len gth  o f  about 650 m iles  and a cost o f 
$32,500,000 ; thus th e ends m ake up toge
ther $77,000,000, th e centre and th e  past ex 
penditure $42,500,000, m ak ing a  total o f  
$120,000,000.” A nd yet th e hon. gentlem an  
is  startled and astounded, and exh ib its  th e  
m ost wonderful alarm  w hen h e  finds a pro
posal laid on th e table o f the H ouse to  secure 
th e construction o f a ll th a t work, w hich  a t  
th e  cheapest rate was according to  bim  to  
oost $120,000,000, for $78,000,000. A nd  
th e  hon. gentlem an prooeeded to  say that 
“ besides th is  enorm ous expenditure to w hich  
h e had referred and th is  agregate he d id not 
know  how  m any m illions, in terest on w hich  
w ould  be s ix  m illion s  a year, th ey  had to  
consider running expenses w hich Mr. F lem 
in g  estim ated  at e ig h t m illions, and w hioh  
h is hon. friend estim ated a t th e  gross sum  
o f $6,750,000 a year for th e  w hole  lin e, or 
$4,500,000 a year from F ort W illiam  to  th e  
Pacific. O f о вт ім  against th is  sum  was to  
be set receipt* w hich  In som e section s per
haps w ould  m eet expendltares, t a t  in  th e  
early days, If not for a lon g  tim e, he believed  
th e  road w ould have to  be run at a loss.” I  
know  th at th is  Is an authority for w hich  th e  
leader o f th e  Opposition has m ost profound 
respect (cheers and laughter) and I  trust 
th at In subm ittin g  such criticism s, as 
In th e  Interests o f th e  country every  
great m easure o f  th is  kind ought 
to  receive, th e  hon. gentlem an w ill n o t lose  
s ig h t o f th e  position he took  in  critic izing  
our proposal tw elve  m onths ago. I  w ill 
again revert to  th e critic ism  w ith relation to  
th e cost, o f  a  more valuable character 
than th at o f th e leader o f th e  O pposition. 
N o person perhaps esteem s th e  hon, gen tle 
m an’s ab ility  certainly as a  special pleader, 
higher than I  m yself, or h is  general ju d g
m en t w hen h e  g ives questions th e fair, can
did unbiassed exam ination w hioh a question  
lik e  th is  deserves, but does n o t alw ays re
ceive.

A LIBERAL AUTHORITY.

But I  w ill give  th e  H ouse An opinion  
whioh I  estim ate more h igh ly  than th at o f 
the leader o f th e Opposition, and that is  the  
opin ion  o f  th e  gentlem an  w ho for five years 
as leader o f  th e  G overnm ent of th is  country  
dealt w ith  this great question, and was 
d aily  and hourly conversant w ith  a ll its  de
ta ils ,! mean the leader o f th e  late governm ent. 
A fte r  a ll his experience, and after th e ex 
perience o f a  year I ff  opposition as w ell as of 
five years o f adm inistration, he undertook to  
g iv e  to  th e  H ouse h is  estim ate as to  w hat th e  
road w ould cost, and I  frankly confess that I 
am  not for a m om ent disposed to  question  
th e value o f h is  judgm ent. H e said:— « I  
w ill take th e  description o f th e  engineers 
th em selves as to  th e character o f the work 
upon th e several sections from F ort W illiam  
to  Selkirk, and carry out figures eU ew here 
on th e sam e description. Seventy  m iles  were 
described as heavy, 226 m iles  moderate, and 
111 m iles lig h t; and, in  order to reach the 
$18,000,000, w hich  th e  engineers had recent
ly estim ated, th ey  w ould have to take the  
seventy  m iles o f  heavy work at $75,000 per 
m ile ; th e 226 m iles  o f  moderate at 
$39,000, and th e 114 lig h t a t $20,000, m aking, 
altogether, w ith th e ro lling  etock valued at 
$1,656,000, $18,000,000. From  Selkirk to  
Battleford, the first 112 m iles are described os 
ligh t, w hich, w ith  th e rails, fencing, etc., 
m igh t he estim ated  a t $14,000 per mile, or 
$1,000 less  than th e Pem bina Branch ; and  
the second 100 m iles I  have taken and cal
culated as to  th e m aterials furnished by Mr. 
Marcus Sm ith, and I  do n o t b elieve that any  
gradient can be obtained on th at section  
to build  th e  road a t le ss  than $20,000 
per m ile.” Subsequent even ts have thrown 
perhaps a good deal o f  lig h t on  th e tenders 
sent in  and contracts undertaken. N o  
progress was m ade on th e  contract as th e  
hon. gentlem an knows, and ju dgm ent w hich  
tho hon. gentlem an has g iven  as to  cost, had  
thereby received very considerable confir
mation. H e further said : “ W e have in  
som e m iles  a quantity o f 39,000 cubic  
yards o f earth to  m ove, and a ll grades steep, 
only kept fifty-three feet to  th e  m ile, m any  
of them  are fifty-three feet. T he average o f  
excavation  is  16,000 cubic yards per m ile. 
W e have, in  short, 1,600,000 yards o f earth to  
m ove w hich, a t th e low est price per yard 
obtained on other roads, say tw enty-five  
cents on th e  average, th is  o f i ts e lf  w ill cost
$400,000.” ...................................« T h is  was
alm ost th e exact value o f  th e  earth work 
alone, leav in g  noth ing for bridges, ties, rails, 
building fencee, and other item s.” •  •  •  
•  •  •  •  «F rom  th e  end o f  th e second  
hundred m iles  to  Battleford w e have  
377 m iles. T h is  is  n o t any heavier on  
th e w hole. There are som e more formidable 
bridges, but th e lin e  is  further off for the  
carriage o f th e rails. I  place that section  at 
$21,000 per m ile.” I  draw th e  atten tion  of 
th e hon. g entlem an to  th is  now, in  connec
tion w ith  th e am ount proposed to be paid 
under th is  contract for th e central section . 
A s I  have stated, op in ions w hich  the hon. 
gentlem an has form ed after lon g  experience, 
as to  th e  low est am ou n ta t w hich it  oould be 
constructed, are entitled  to  very great con
sideration.

Mon. Mr. Маоквівп— T ou d id not g ive  
m uch atten tion  to  th em  a  year ago.

Sir C h a rles T o pper— T he hon. gentlem an  
says I  did not g iv e  m uch atten tion  to  them  a 
year ago, bu t looked at in  th e lig h t o f subse
qu en t even ts, I am  disposed to adm it that 
there is  a great deal in  th e argu
m ent o f th e  hon. gentlem an . H e again 
said :— “ T hen from Battleford to  E dm on
ton, it  is  reported by th e engineers as 
th irteen m iles very heavy ; th is  I estim ate  
at $60,000 a m ile, being $10,000 le ss  tban the 
other heavy work east of Selkirk .” «* I hope 
th at w hen th e hon. gentlem an has сгШсЬЫ  
th e am ount w hich  we propose to рву in th» 
central section, he w ill not forget, that it 
covers 13 m iles, which he estim ate* *i 
$60,000 a m ile, $10,000 less than for the
heavy work east o f Selkirk. S till further ■__
« Forty-n ine m iles more of th e  lin e  classed  
f t  mwienrtrty bmrvyi I  pwt f t  « t fW yOOO pur

m ile ; and seventy  m iles very moderate, at 
$25,000, w ith  n in ety -e igh t m iles o f lig h t  
work a t $20,000 per m ile, w hich  m akes for 
this section  altogether an average o f $27,000  
per m lle .”% T he hon. gentlem an said we have 
constructed th e  lin e  from Pem bina to  Sel
kirk, 85 m iles. T his is  a prairie, and a m ost 
favorable region, and he stated th a t the  
amount I  subm itted on estim ate last 
year was $1,750,000 for th e  Pem bina branch, 
but that included more than m y estim ate  
now includes for th e  Pem bina branch, and 
for th e reason, as hon. gentlem en w ill see, 
the heavy expenditure charged to  that 
branch for workshops, ro lling  stock, etc., 
w ill now devolve upon th e  com pany, and 
consequently now  reduce th e  estim ate to  
$1,500,000.

H on. Mr. Mackxnxie— G ive u* »  deta il of 
th e reductions.

Sir C h a s . T o ppe r— A ll 1 can say is , th at I  
took  the estim ate ot th e  engineer, charging  
what was fairly chargeable to  th at road—  
build ings in  connection  w ith  its  operation—  
a n d  the am ount o f th e Pem bina branch was 
th e re fo re  placed a t $1,750,000. W e now  
r e d u c e  th at by $250,000, because, as I  
кау, th e expenditure w e w ould have  
h a d  to  m ake im m ediately  in  connec
t io n  jjw ith  th e work now  devolves  
u p o n  the syndicate under th e  contract 
But th e  H ouse w ill see that, according to  
th e  estim ate w hich I laid  on th e  tab le last 
year and w hich th e  hon. gentlem an thought 
altogether below  th e  mark, th e  Pem bina  
branch, a prairie lin e  from end to  end, w ith  
no very heavy bridging, according to  m y  
own estim ate last year was over $20,000 a  
m ile, but w hen it  Is handed over to  the  
Syndicate, $17,270 a m ile. T h e  hon. g en tle 
man continued :— « T h is  w ould  make 
th e  entire cost o f  th e  road w est 
o f  L ake Superior, in c lu d in g  $1,440,- 
000 for th e  Canada Central subsidy, 
$100,000 for th e Selkirk bridge, and $300,-
000 for engineering on  1,946 m iles, $89,002,-
000.” N ow, there is  h is  opin ion . -I have  
show n th e opin ion  o f th e  hon. leader o f  the  
Opposition th at th is  work, for w hich  w e  
have show n th is  contract asks Parliam ent to  
place at our disposal $25,000,000, according  
to  th e eetim ate o f th e  leader o f th e Opposi
tion  a  year ago was to  cost $120,000,000, 
and according to th e  estim ate, th e  more ma
ture and reduceChestimate o f hon. gentlem an  
best qualified to judge on that side o f  th e  
House, was to cost th is  country $89,002,000 
in  cash. T here was no  question o f  land. W e 
were d ealin g w ith  th e low er estim ate o f the  
cost in  cash taken out o f th e treasury o f Ca
nada, and th e estim ate o f th e  hon. leader of 
th e Opposition was in  round numbers $90,- 
000,000. B ut I  am wrong. I  am doing the  
hon. gentlem an a great injustice. T he case is a  
great deal stronger. I  am  not ab le  to  show  
there is  a d iversity  o f opin ion  betw een the  
hon. gentlem en. I  find th at they worked it  
pretty nearly to th e  sam e -figure. I  was leav
ing out th at section  north o f Lake Superior, 
but th e hon. m em ber from Lam bton brings 
that in  and show s th at w est o f L ake Superior 
from Thunder Bay to  th e  Pacific th e  low est 
that w e could  build  i t  for was $89,- 
000,000 in  cash. L et us see  w hat 
he says about th e  railway to  the 
head o f Lake Superior:— « W h ile  from Fort 
W illiam  to N ipissing, 650 m iles, estim ating  
th e cost at $50,000 per m ile, w ould  m ake it  
$32,500,000, or a to ta l o f  $121,700,000.” So 
th at these gen tlem en  are not open to  the 
challenge th at on a great public ques
tion  th eir  estim ates differ, after care
fu l consideration, w eigh in g  w e ll the 
responsib ility  o f p lac in g  before • the  
H ouse statem ents th at were cautious, ju d i
cious and safe, upon w hich  th e  people of 
;this country could safely base their esti
m ates, both o f th ese  gen tlem en  agreed a 
year ago to build  th e  Canada Pacific B a il
way w ith  m oney borrowed for th e  purpose 
and expended in  cash ; th e  correct estim ate  
th at th is  railway from L ake N ip iss in g  to 
Port Moody, Burrard Inlet, -could be accom 
plished for was $120,000,0000 to $121,700,-
000. T h e  hon. gentlem an continued: “ I t  
w ill b* observed, i f  w e apply th e figures as
1 apply them , th a t is  ca lcu latin g th e expen
diture east o f B ed Biver betw een Lake 
Superior Snd Selkirk, th a t It w ould be im 
possible to  obtain th e  same character o f road 
as to  gradients and curvature for less  
than I  have estim ated. -  I  am  sure 
I am  w ith in  th e  lin e  in  stating  
th ese  figures, and th a t it  w ould be im possible  
to  construct anyth ing th a t could  be called  a 
railway, anything better th an  a tram way for 
lees.” T hat am ount was $84,000,000, aitd yet 
it  was o n ly  to be a tramway, and th e  only  
possib le m eans o f g e ttin g  a lin e th at could 
be called  a railway was by an expenditure of 
$121,000,000. H e co n tin u es:— “ T he hon. 
M inister o f Bailw ays th in k s i t  matter« little  
w hat grades we have w est o f W innipeg. He 
th in k s it  w ill suffice for traffic. I  observe 
th a t th e ch ief engineer, w ith  h is  usual 
caution, does not speak o f  i t  as th e Canadian 
Pacific Bailw ay at a ll ; he speaks o f it  as a 
colonization  road, and i t  Is on ly  th a t  The  
hon. M inister o f B ailw ays w ho is  entitled  
to  th e  credit or discredit o f  th is  
plan o f degrading th e  railw ay Into 
a track th a t w ill not be fit for heavy traffic.” 
I  am  thankfu l for sm all fevors, and I 
am w illin g  to  take th e  credit or d is
credit o f havin g stated frankly to the House  
th at m y idea was not to  obtain a first class 
railway, but th e cheapest description o f road 
th at would answer for co lon ization  purposes. 
I  have g iven  th e H ouse th e  estim ate o f  the  
tw o hon. gentlem en, and I  should be w anting  
very m uch in  m y duty to th e H ouse i f  I  did 
n ot show them  th at th at hon. gentlem an  
h im self did not regard th e construction  of 
th* Canoda Pacific B ailw ay as no very ligh t  
matter, and held  very m uch th e  view s and 
opin ions of h is  tw o hon. co lleagues.

s ir  R. Ca r t w r ig h t ’s  m t i h a t i s .

Sir III chard Cartwright, in  1874, in  h is  budget 
speech, said :— “In order rightly  to  under
stand th e  ex ten t o f th e burden wi 
w ould be required to take upon ourselves fo’ 
th e  construction o f th e Canadian Pacific R ail
way, it  m ust be remembered th at th e lowest 
eetim ate for building th is  road to th e Pacific 
is  som ething over $100,000,000, and this, toe 
on th e supposition th a t a very m uch lon ge  
tim e would) be g iven  for construction. Now 
Mr. Chairman, I  spoke before recess o f thi 
expense arising from th e w orking o f th e  In  
tercolonial Railway and other railways o f thi 
D om inion, chiefly in  th e M aritime Provinces 
The deficiencies resulting from th ese sources 
am ount to  th e  extraordinary sum  o f  about 
$1,250,000. I desire to  ca ll th e special atten
tion  o f th e H ouse to a fact w hich  m ust be clear 
to  every hon. gentlem an th a t th ese railways 
run for th e  m ost part through a country w hich  
has been settled  for th e la st 50 or 60 years. 
I cannot refer, o f course, to  th e  tact th a t these  
railways entail srch  an enorm ous expendi
ture w ithout its becom ing apparent to th e  
H ouse th at th e cost ot m aintaining a railway 
nearly 3,000 m iles in  length , passing through 
a  country alm ost entirely uninhabited, m ust 
o f necessity  be very m uch greater. F or a 
lon g  tim e after th e  construction o f th e  rail
way an enorm ous charge m ust be entailed to  
keep th e line in fu ll w orking order and good  
repair, and th is  fact m u st be steadily kept 
s ig h t o f  in  considering th e real character o f 
th e project.” I  trust I  have g iven  to  th e  
H ouse sufficient evidence to show not only  
th at the proposition w hich  we 
have tho honor to  subm it for the  
approval o f Parliam ent is  one entitled  to  
their favorable consideration, not on ly  that 
it is g iea tly  w ith in  the am ount voted  by th is  
House in 1673, a-, ’ subsequently in  1874, for 
the constructic ’ th e Canadian Pacific 
Railway, but th a „ . .  is  a contract based upon 
figures low  as compared with those whioh  
these hon. gentlem en  opposite, after a ll the  
esperlene* thatythey had ftml i t  connection

w ith  th is  great work, regarded as altogether  
insufficient for its  construction, w ith out re
ference to  th e provision o f a s in g le  dol
lar for th e  purpose o f security o f  th e  
operation o f th e  road afterwards.
I  trust I  have given  to  th e  g o u s e  m ffielent 
evidence to  show n o t o n ly  th at th e  proposal 
w hich I  have th e honor to  subm it to  Parlia
m ent is  fitted to their favorable consideration, 
n ot on ly  th a t it  i s  greatly w ith in  th e  am ount 
voted by th is  H ouse in  1873 and subsequent
ly  in  1874 for th e  construction o f th e  Cana
dian Pacific Railway, but th a t it  is  a  oontract 
based upon figures w hich, con)pared w ith  
those w hich  hen. gen tlem en  opposite after 
a ll their experience in  connection  w ith  th is  
work regarded as altogether insufficient for 
its  construction, are far more favorable to  
thi* country.

A w u m n r  bespoksimlitt.

N ow , I am bound to  вау I  never fe lt( 
m ore grateful to  Parliam ent in  m y  
life  than when, notw ithstand ing th e  startling  
statem ents m ade by these hon. gentlem en, th is  
H ouse placed 100,000,000 acres e t  th e  d is 
posal o f  thi* G overnm ent for th e pur
pose o f constructing th e  Canadian Pacific 
R ailway. I  knew  th at every in te llig en t  
gentlem an In th e  H ouse and out o f it  regard
ed  that measure a* o f  v ita l im portance to  
th e  oountry ; I  kn ow  th ey  fe lt  it  was a duty  
w e ow ed to  tk e  oountry to  get a long w ith  
thi* great work, notw ltstandin g th e  enor
m ous liab ility  in vo lved , and notw ithstand
in g  tk e  enorm ous demand* m ade upon the  
Treasury of the country; I  k n ew  that, 
obliged  as w e were to  som e ex ten t to  act 
upon the best ju dgm ent we oould form, but 
to  act experim entally , I  kn ew  i t  was a great 
dem and to  m ake upon Parliam ent for th e  
G overnm ent to  ask, for powers to proceed 
w ith  th is  great work, bu t w e fe lt th at*  inas
m uch as th e  construction of th is  road was 
required to  develop  th e  great Northwest, in 
asm uch as it  was absolutely  necessary to  
m ake that country w hat it  could be made 
and to  Increase th e  population and resources 
o f th e  w hole  D om inion, th at w e were warrant
ed  in  acting upon th e  p o licy  th a t lands 
otherw ise u se lew  ih ou ld  be u tilized  for 
th* purpoee o f  conitructioh . T he H ouse 
can understand th a t w e fe lt  fu lly  th e re
sponsib ility  o f ask ing  for th is  enormous 
am ount o f public m on ey to  be expended, but 
feeling  a* w* did that w hen w e had construct
ed th e  work from end to  end and were really  
to  operate It, th e  s t i l l  heavier responsib ility  
rested upon th e  country of providing th e  
m eans o f successfu lly  operating th a t road, for 
no m an could sh u t out o f  e ig h t th e  serious 
responsib ility  th a t th e operation o f 3,000 
m iles o f  railway through such a country 
w ould entail. B ut Parliam ent fe lt th at th e  
construction o f  th is  road was absolutely  
necessary to  th e  developm ent o f Canada, and 
they generously gave to  th e  G overnm ent th e  
assistance we asked for. B u t th ey  did it 
under th e  conviction  th at w e intended to  
apply those lands in  such •  way as 
w ould u ltim ately  secure th e  people o f 
th e older provinces aga in st taxation  for 
th e  purpose o f constructing th e railway. 
T he G overnm ent were sensib le o f th is  gener
ous fee lin g  on th e  part ot their supporters in  
th is  H ouse in  susta in ing us, notw ithstand
in g  th e  fear and th e alarm th ot i t  was sought 
to  create in  th is  H ouse by hon. gen tlem en  
opposite, w hen  they found th em selves in  a 
position  to critic ise  th e very m easure for 
w hich th ey  had asked th e  H ouse to  g ive  
them  th e power o f carrying it  through. I say 
th e  H ouse can understand th e pleasure w ith  
w hich  w e m eet th e people o f Canada through 
their representatives to -n ight, and are en
abled to  say to  th em  th at by th e  mearfs 
w hich w e were authorized to  use for th e con
struction o f th is  work, th at w e are in  a po
sition  to state not o n ly  th at th e  entire con
struction from  end to end, but that the re- 

•sponsib ility  o f operatfng It hereafter is  to  be 
token off th e shoulders o f th e Canadian G ov
ernm ent, - in  consideration o f som e
th in g  lik e  th e  cost to  th e  country  
of $2,000,000 per annum , n o t com m encing  
now , however, but th a t w ill be the  
ultim ate cost, assum ing th at w e have to  pay 
for over interest on a ll th e m oney th e  synd i
cate w ill obtain under th is  contract. W hen 
we are in  a position n o t on ly  to  *how that, 
but to  show  th at out o f  th e 100,000,000 acres 
o f  land that Parliam ent placed tw o years ago  
at our disposal, w e have 75,000,000 acres left 
w ith w hich to  m eet th e $2,000,000 o f  expendi
ture, and th at expenditure w ill be d im inished  
un til a t no distant day w e w ill not on ly  have 
th e  proud satisfaction o f  see in g  Conada as
sum e an advanced and trium phant position, 
but that she w ill be relieved from th e expen
diture o f a  s in g le  dollar in  connection  w ith  
the construction or operation o f  th is  railway.

strengthened et criticism.

I  m ay say th at I  have been greatly gratified
at th e  criticism s th at have been bestowed  
upon th e  proposition w e are subm itting to 
Parliam ent. N oth in g  has g iven  m ore confi
dence in  th e soundness o f  our posi
tion and th e  im pregnable attitude we 
occupy in  Parliam ent, or out o f it, 
than th e  criticism s to  w hich th is  schem e has 
been subjected by th e  press, so far as I  have 
seen. F irst I  m ay speak o f th e  Ottawa Citi
zen. I  find that in  th e criticism s o f that 
paper, to  w hich, a t a ll even ts, w e were en ti
tled to  look  for a  fair and dispassionate criti
cism , th e  editor o f th at paper has evidently  
handed over h is  editorial colum ns n o t only  
to  a h ostile  hand, but to  a disingenuous  
writer, w ho was n o t w iltin g  to pu t feots fetrly  
before th e  oountry, and th is  strengthens m e 
in  m y conviction  o f th e  soundness of the  
proposition w e are subm itting  to Parliam ent. 
I f  th at contract contained objectionable fea
tures to w hich  th e a tten tion  of Parliam ent 
m igh t be called, and th at were sufficient to  
condem n it, w here was th e  n ecessity  o f th e, 
person w ho w rote th e  criticism  in  th e  Oitiun, 
for m istating every clau se o f  th e  contract 
that he com m ented upon, from beginn ing to  
end ? I  say noth in g  has more strengthened  
m y conviction  o f th e soundness o f th is  m ea
sure, whether it  was th e  Ottawa Citizen, from  
w hich I  had hoped better th ings, or 
from th e Free Preet, from w hich  I  did not 
exp ect any different treatm ent, or th e  Glebe 
newspaper of Toronto ; and w hen I  take up 
these papers and find th at in  every criticism  
every s in g le  ground o f attack i* based upon  
m istatem ents o f w hat th t  contract contains, 
I  am  confirm ed in  m y opin ion  that they  
found th a t contract unim peachable, and 
th at a fair and candid criticism  w ould com 
pel th em  to  g iv e  th eir  adhesion to  it. W hen  
1 look at those criticism s I  am rem inded of  
th e position a gentlem an w ould occupy who  
had made a contract for construction o f  th e  
Great Eastern SS., greater in  exten t and in 
vo lv in g  a greater expenditure than any  
other sh ip  th at ever was b u ilt in  th e world. 
But, sir, I  am  rem inded of w hat w ould be th e  
better/position o f a m an who, after bu ild ing  
a  sh ip  and fin ish ing it  com plete in  every re
spect, w ould be told  by h is  em ployers that 
th e sh ip  was a ll r ight in  design , material 
and workm anship, but tbat there w as a lit tle  
tw ist in  th e  jo lly  boat w hich th ey  d id not 
like, and on that account th ey  did n o t th in k  
they would tack le  her. I  say, th at w hen we  
com e dow n to Parliam ent w ith a great mea
sure lik e th is, w hen w e occupy a position in  
respect to  th e  probable com pletion  o f th is  
great work, w hich  tw elve  m onths ago th e  
m ost sanguine m an in  th e country could not 
have hoped we w ould  occupy, th ese  hon. 
gentlem en hesitate. T hey  say, although you  
have found gentlem en w ith  great resources 
at their com m and, to  go  forward w ith  an en 
terprise so essentia l to  th e  progress o f Cana
da, although th e work Is to  be com pleted on  
a purely com m ercial basis, these gentlem en, 
hiring their hacke as they have been obliged  
to  do upon their ow n declarations again and  

oeolaredf «(til eo'mplfftu oT an

m ent w hich  hap pily  w e have been enabled  
to  place before Parliam ent. B ut for th e  
rem arks o f hon. gen tlem en  opposite w hich  
have led  m e to  be lieve  to  th e  contrary, I  

-should  have th ou gh t that th i« was a  m eas
ure tor w hich I could  h ave  confidently asked  
th e  support n o t o n ly  o f th ose w ho usually  
support th e G overnm ent, but o f  hon. g e n tle 
m en opposite, w ho stood com m itted by their

«tas and by th e  strongest possib le state- 
Snts o f their leaders to  th e  «upport of 
term s for th e construction o f  th is  work 

m uch le ss  favorable than th ose em bodied in  
th e  present contraot “B ut,” say th ese  kon. 
gentlem en , “we don’t  lik e  th e  Company”— a 
remark m ost lib ellou s and in su ltin g  to  th e  
gen tlem en  w ho com pose th e  syndicate.

H on. Mr. Maoxenzie— W ho said so ?
Sir Cha* T opper— T h* organ o f  th *  hon . 

gen tlem an  In th is  city .
Hon. Mr. Macxiiiu i — D o you m ean th e  

Citizen t
Sir Chas. Topper— W ell, perhaps th e  Citi

zen  is  now  th e organ o f  th e hon. gentlem en  
opposite. I  kn ow  th a t w ith in  th e  short 
space o f  24 hours th ey  were able to  take th e  
T im tt  ou t o f  our hands by som e m eans— a 
«pullm an device,” I  believe, th ey  called  
It j but, sir, I  do n o t feel surprised  
th at hon. gen tlem en  reject w ith  scorn  
th e im putation  th at th e  Free P r e n  is  their  
organ or speaks their sentim ents— a journal 
that attem pts to  threw  obloquy upon g en tle 
m en o f  th e h ig h est standing in  Canada and  
in  th e B ritish  E m pire. H on. gen tlem en  do  
n o t lik e  th e Company, but one w ould sup
pose th at th eir  Ideas had undergone revu l
sion  upon tb a t question.

Т П  HEUSERS or  THE SYNDIOATB.

T he gen tlem en  w ho have undertaken  
W e  work stand before th e  people  
of th is  country to-day in  th e  strong
est position  th at i t  is  possib le  for 
gentlem en  to  occupy in  relation to  a  great 
enterprise such as th is. T he Canadians en 
gaged in  th e  enterprise are m en who are 
second to  none in  respect o f com m ercial 
standing and capacity, and by their success  
in  carrying out their great railw ay enterprises, 
th ey  have afforded us th e  best possible  
guarantee for th e  manner in  w hich  th ey  w ill 
fu lfil their engagem ents w ith  th e Govern
m ent and th e Parliam ent o f Canada. I  may  
be to ld  th at th e owners o f  th e St. Paul, M in
neapolis A M anitoba R ailway are members of 
th is  syndicate, and, sir, I  am  proud to know  
that th at is  th e fact, and for th is  reason :— I  
soy th at standing outside o f th is  association , 
th ey  were in  a position  o f antagonism  to  
Canada, because they were th e  owners o f a 
lin e  o f railway to  th e  south o f  th e Great 
N orthw est and o f  large tracts o f  fertile  land 
contiguous to that railway. W e a ll know  
th at th e great barrier to  th e  successfu l de
velopm ent o f  th e  N orthw est was th a t in  the  
absence o f a Canadian Pacific R ailw ay our 
im m igration was obliged  to filter through the  
territories o f th e  U nited  States, and the  
great efforts w hich  have been m ade to secure 
im m igration in to  th e U . S., and intercept 
th ose who were on th e way to  our N orth
w est have n o t been m ade by th e Governm ent 
of th at country or by th e  legislature o f  th e  
States, but by th e  railw ay com panies, w ho  
have a  personal interest in  bringing these  
im m igrants in to  their ow n territories. W hy, 
sir, we have annexed a  large portion o f  the 
State o f M innesota to  Canada in  th is  way, 
and any m an w ith  a  head on h is  shoulders 
w ill see a t once th at a  Company w ho have  
engaged to  build  and operate a road 650 
m iles from Thunder Bay to  N ip issin g , and 
w ho are to be th e  owner* o f one thousand 
m iles  o f road from  Red R iver to  N ipissing, 
cannot afford to  do an yth in g  le ss  than at
tract a long th a t route and from  th e railways 
to th e south  a volum e o f  im m igration to  
settle  th e  lands, for th a t alone can make 
their enterprise successfu l. T he interest 
w hich th ese gen tlem en  w ill have  In the  
Canada Pacific R ailw ay w ill be ten  
fold  greater th an an y  interest 
th ey  ever had In th e St. Paul, M inneapolis A 
M anitoba, and I  oare not w hat th eir  nation
a lity  m ay be as th e  signatories o f th at co n 
tract, Canada possesses in  th em  th e  m ost 
undoubted evidence that th ey  w ill spare no  
effort to  secure traffic on th e  Canadian Pacific 
Railway. T he hon. gen tlem en  seem ed to 
th in k  th a t th is  com pany w ould  n o t bear the  
scrutiny and in vestigation  w hioh  w m  desir
able.

Hon. Mr. M a cx in sii— W ho said * 0  T
Sir Сжав. T opper— I  hope I  d id  n o t do  th e  

leader o f th e Opposition an in justice  w hen  I  
th ou gh t th at m y m ention  o f th e  com pany  
was received by h im  In th e  way In w hich  he  
usually  receives a sen tim ent w ith  w hich  he  
doe« not «gree.

H on. Mr. Bl a is— I  do  n o t quit* understand  
th e  bon. gentlem an.

Sir Charles T opper —  I  say that 
th at Company em braces capitalist* both of 
our ow n and o f  other countries w ho are m en  
o f th* high*st oharacter, m en w hose nam es 
are th * b*st guarantees th at oould be afforded 
th e  peop le  of Canada th a t any enterprise 
th ey  m ay undertake w ill be successful.

■OW I D  CONTRA*T MOULD I I  CeiirDlllD .

W ith  regard to  th * term s o f th * contract, I  
do n oth erita t*  to  *ay th a t no greater Injury 
cou ld  have b**n inflicted on th e  people of 
Canada than to  have m ade th e  conditions o f  
th* engagem ent so  onerous th at instead o f 
ensuring their successfu l fu lfilm ent, they  
w ould hav* led  to  fellur*. I  say th at the  
m om en t th at oontract i* signed everyth ing  
th a t m en  oan do for th e  purpo** o f  obtaining  
th* b**t term s in  th*lr power ha* b**n done, 
alw ays und*r th* im pression th a t we 
ow ed i t  to  Canada to  m ake a  contract that 
wa* capable o f fu lfilm ent, to  g iv e  those gen 
tlem en  a  feir oontract, and afford them  a  fair 
opportunity o f grappling w ith  th is  great, 
th is  g igantic  «ntorprise, th a t w e were so  
anxious to  transfer from our shoulders to  
th eirs ; and I  w ould ask  th is  H ouse whether  
th ey  th in k  th is  contract in v o lv in g  the  
great business and im portance that it  does, 
Is on* to  s it  dow n and ca v il over in  th e  or
dinary acceptation o f  th e  term  in  relation to  
contracts, and to  driv* th e  m ost difficult 
bargain th at oou ld  be driven, and perhaps 
lead to  w hat ooourred w hen we m ade th*  
contract in  1878, w ith  t*rm s largely in  excess 
of thos* th a t th i* contract contains. B ut it  
was n o t a  contraot th at wa* capable 
o f fu lfilm ent, b e c a u n  th e  parties 
were unable in  th e  th en  conditions o f  th is  
country to  raise th e  oapital th at was neces
sary. N ow  w e approach th is  question in  th is  
spirit, and w ould ask every m em ber o f th is  
H ouse i f  w e should n o t be unworthy e f  re
presenting th e  Parliam ent o f  Canada in  th e  
discharge o f  th e  public business if  we bad 
n ot fe lt in  th e in terests of Canada th at th is  
arrangem ent should be one th at w ould obtain  
th e com m and o f th e oapital th at was requir
ed, and that w ould enable th e parties engag
ed in  th is  great work to  m ake it  thoroughly  
successfu l, aa I  trust i t  w ill be. W e  have  
reaso» to  kn ow  th at a ll th at a  com m and of 
oapital can do th ey  have th e  advantage of, 
and have r e u o n  м  kn ow  th at a ll that 
sk ill and energy and a  know ledge o f  
p r e c iu ly  such work w ill do^has been secur
ed in  order to  m ake th is  a successfu l 
contract, and  I  w ould ask  hon. gentlem en  
opposite w hat m ore Is desirable or necessary. 
I  have referred to  th e  position th at those  
gen tlem en  occupy, but I  would ju st ask hon. 
gen tlem en  opposite whether Canada would  
lik e ly  have th is  contract carried out w ith  th e  
success w e a ll desire, expect and hope for, if  
we bad m ade th e contract w ith  th e strongest 
body o f cap ita lists th a t oould be found in  the  
c ity  o f L ondon? W hat would you have 
had ? W e w ould have had as th e first th ing an 
E nglish  enginneer w ith  extravagant ideas, 
to ta lly  ignorant o f  th e work and construc
tion  o f  railw ays through such a oountry, and 
w e w»ffm BSve Л  trTTIIHfinrf d*y; tto m utter'

w hat th eir  resources m igh t be, a  perfect fail 
ure in  their hands ; and worse than that, you 
w ould have had discredit brougnt upon the  
country in  consequence o f  th e parties w ho had 
purchased their bonds fo iling  to  obtain that 
in terest w hich  they ju stly  expected  from their 
investm ent. W hether you look at th e  Am e- 
rican, th e Canadian or at theEngli'sh , French  
or German gentlem en  associated w ith th ii 
enterprise, I  b elieve that Canada has been 
m ost fortunate in  hav in g  th is  work placed it. 
their hands.

Т ЯЯ  IIOORITT OBTAINED.
I t  1* stated th at th e  security of 

$1,000,000 for th e  oarrying out o f th e con
tract is too sm all. T hey say that о paid-up 
capital o f $5,000,000 w ith in  tw o years and a 
deposit o f $6,000,000 1« too  sm all. My opinion 
o f seourity 1« tk li,  th a t provided you g e t the  
partie« w ho are moat lik e ly  to  deal succens- 
fu lly  w ith  th e  matter, th e  le ss  security you 
dem and th* better, becam e ju st in  propor
tion  as you back up th e resources o f the 
party, th e  m ore you decrease h is  power to  
oarry on  th is  work iucoe««fully.

H on. Mr. B lake— In  order to  im prove th e  
situation, le t  us str ike out th e  clause about 
th * m illio n  dollar*.

Sir C r a b l b s  T o p p e r— Of oourse W f are 
speaking w ith in  a certain latitude, and I 
w ould  ask  th e  hon. gentlem an to  turn h is  a t
ten tion  to  w hat was a sim ilar work construc
ted  on  th is  continent— th e U nion Pacific 
Bailw ay, and I w o u ld  ask him  w hether the  
capital o f th a t com pany was larger, or w he
ther th e  M curity g iv en  by them  tor th e  con
struction  o f th e  road was larger than is  now  
obtained w ith  th is  com pany. H e m ay ex 
am ine in to  th e  .carrying out of any o f  those  
great works, and he w ill find th at th e  secur
ity  th at th e G overnm ent had was con 
fidence in  th e parties engaged in  the  
projects th at th ey  w ould carry them  out to  
com pletion. T he hon. gentlem an w ill find 
th at under th is  arrangem ent w e have th e  
best guarantee th at these works w ill be 
pushed rapidly to  com pletion  under th e  
contract as now  proposed. T h is contract re
quires th e  parties to  com plete th e  road in  
ten  years, that In Ju ly , 1891, it  shall be 
carried to  com pletion , and I  m ay say, sir, 
although th * hon. leader o f  th e  Opposition  
m ay have forgotten it, he took th e liberty a 
year ago o f expressing hie op in ior , and to  я 
certain extent, I  suppose, h is  sym pathy w ith  
th e deplorable cond ition  in  w hich  th e  m em 
ber* from th* Province o f Quebec found th em 
selves. T h* hon. gentlem an said that « Que
bec had spent $11,000,d %  w h ich  she could 
ill-afford for th e  construction  o f  a provincial 
railway, principally  for th e purpose ot 
tap p ing th e  Pacific trade. ^

TH* n o n *  TO THE OLDER PROVINCES.

Quebec had itratched out her arms 
toward th e  great W est as far as this
c ity  for th e  purpose o f securing that 
trade, and th e  question is  bow  soon that 
expenditure i* to  be m ade available. Her 
road i* paying a« it  is. W bat Quebec e x 
pected w as th at i t  should pay som e fraction 
ot interest on  its  construction, but they also  
expected  i t  w ould bear a great tid e o f W es
tern traffic in to  her prinoipal c ities, and bring 
prosperity to  her people, but un less some 
through connection  is  made, th ese  expecta
tion* on  th e  part o f  Quebec w ould not 
be reallaed, tbat If th e  eastern end was not 
constructed t i l l  th e western end was fin ish 
ed, he hoped th ey  would a ll be a liv e  to  enjoy 
th«| results.” I  w ill not say th at there wae 
any sarcasm In th ese rem arks ; I  w ill not say 
th at th e  hon. gen tlem an  was n o t shedding  
tear* o f sym pathy w hen  h e  w as bemoaning 
th e  happy fete o f  Quebec, but where are 
N ova Scotia, N ew  Brunswick, Prince Edward 
Island, and where is  th e  Province o f Ontario 7 
W hy, th ey  stand in  a  position  to-day thot 
a year ago w e w ould have been laughed  
at i f  w e had ventured to  predict. I f  w e had 
said a  year ago  th at by th is  session  w e would  
be enabled to  provide a  contract by w hich  in 
1891 a ll th e  c itie s  o f these provinces would  
have easy com m unication  w ith  tho great 
N orthw est territories o f Canada, It would  
h ave been  considered Im possib le o f attain , 
m ent. W hat is  o f  more v ita l im portance to 
th is province and th e c ities  o f th e East, 
Quebec, St. John  and H alifax, than th ot they 
should hav* r*ady access to  th e  great N orth
west ? T he feot Is th at th a t great country, 
w ith it* m illion s  o f fertile  acres, th a t yield  
abundant returns to  th e industry o f agricul
turist*, m ust for years to  com e, during the 
developm ent o f  th a t vast territory, depend 
upon th e  older provinces for its  manufac
tures. Therefore it  is  o f  v ita l im portance to 
every section  o f Canada, and to no 
portion m ore than th e  Northwest, 
th a t there should be easy, rapid and cheap 
com m unication established at an early day. 
N ew , sir, I  w ill draw th e  atten tion  o f the 
H ouse for a m om en t to w hat w ill be accom 
plished. T h e road is  to  be com m enced on 
th e 1st o f Ju ly  n ex t a t Callendor station, 
near L ake N ip issin g , and under th is contract 
is to  be proceeded w ith pari р агт  at such an 
annual rate o f progress as w ill secure through 
connection  w ith  th e Canadian P ac ific  К o l-  
way by 1891. N ow, w ith regard to  th e d is
tance, everybody know s th a t th e  construc
t io n  o f th is  lin e  w ill shorten th e  distance  
betw een a il our great c ities  and W innipeg, 
th e  present em porium  o f th e Northwest, by 
som e 600 m ilee, but assum ing that 
w e had to  go  by th e  Sault Ste. 
Marie in  th e absence o f any lin e  at the  
north o f  Lake Superior, th e  distance bv th e  
Sault and D uluth w ould be, from N ip issing  
to Sault Ste. Marie 294 m iles, from Sault Ste. 
Marie to D uluth  410 m ile*, and from Dulut h 
via  Em erson to W innipeg 464 m iles, m aking  
th e total distance from Callendor Station to 
W inn ipeg 1,168 m ilee. T hat was th e  short
est route w hich  tw elve  m onths ago the G ov
ernm ent were able to  hold out any expecta
tion  o f obtaining. N ow, we propose to secure 
th e  construction o f a through line, to  be com 
m enced on th e 1 st o f Ju ly  next, w hich  w ill 
shorten that distance by 111 m iles.

H on. Mr. B la x b — T hat is  1,067 m iles from 
W innipeg to Southeast Bay.

Sir Cha*. Topper— I t  is  1,006 m iles  
from N ip issin g  a len g  T hunder Bay 
to  W innipeg i f  you take the  
lake, or 1,057 m iles by rail, th e  distance  
from Callendar Station to  L inköping, the 
station  where th e lin e  w ill strike th e T hun
der Bay branch, b e in g  686 m iles, and that 
from L inköp ing to W innipeg being 371 
m iles ; so th at th e H ouse w ill see we have 
th e shortest possib le lin e by w hich  to  reach 
W innipeg. I t  w ill a lso see th at th e distance  
from M ontreal to  Callendar Station is  354 
m iles, w h ile  th e  distance from Toronto by 
th e  Gravenhuret lin e  is  226 m iles, or 121- 
m iles  less  than th at from M ontreal I  ma « 
now  advert for a m om ent to

■ОН* ОГ THE OBJECTION*

w hich  nave been urged against tin 
proposition. I  am  told that the stai 
ard i* too low , tbat th e stand;, 
o f th * U nion Pacific Railway is a very in 
favorable standard, and that we ough t , 
have selected som eth in g  higher. W ell, it if 
very w ell, after h iv in g  obtained th e  oppor
tu n ity  o f m ak ing  a contract, to  m ake sevei a 
stipu lations, but w hen I have statsd to the 
H ouse th e  term e under w hioh these gen tle 
m en have undertaken to  construct th is  road, 
I th in k  you w ill agree w ith  m e that they  
were en titled  to  as favorable consideration  
as we could g iv e  them . I  should lik e '.o 
know  w hat position th e  G overnm ent of 
Canada would have been in  who, after hav
in g  offered $84,000,000 in  1873 to th e  com 
pany o f w hich  Sir H ugh A llan was th e pre
s ident should ask th e  gentlem en  w ho were 
undertaking to  do th e  sam e work for 
$78,000,000, to  m ake the term s 
m ore onerous th an  th ose o f the 
prevtottk c o n tr a t .  I f  any bom  gentlem en


