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’ w o n  not U  ■ p etition  to  effect
t y ( b&cge Ы polioy, m  bon. gentlem en op- 
1 j 'H i 11 w ill ем , M t we oame to  Parliam ent to  
imiffirm th* policy  o f a t l l i i in g  th e lands o fth e  
North went for th e purpose o f  obtain ing the  
i  I'QstrQction o f th at r u t  work. There was 
( r e f  reason 1b the world w hy we should  
adopt that policy In th e flret instance, and 
> «torn to It afterwards. Every person 
l  uows that th e developm ent o f th is  great 
territory was concerned in  th is  gigantic  
undertaking, aad that, irrespective o f the 
question o f th e connection  o f British Colum 
bia, th e profree* and prosperity o f Canada 
wer« to  bis prom oted by th e construction of 
th e Bailway. We also  ie lt  th at inasm uch as 
those lands were, as th e leader o f th e late 
G overnm ent tru ly  stated, desert lands, not
w ithstanding their fertility  and enormous 
extent, and practically as useless as if in  a 
foreign country, so far as Canada was con
cerned, n n less th ey  were developed, and, as 
i t  was stated their developm ent could only  
be aooom plished by com pleting th is  
great national work, w e should com e
back to  th e  H ouse w ith  our orig
inal policy . W e were com pelled
to take it  up as we found it, and go  on w ith
i t  as a Governm ent work, and m ake th e work 
npon w hich  io  m uch had already been e x 
pended o f use to  th e  country. W e asked the  
H ouse to  place at our disposal 100,000,000 of 
acres for th e  purpose o f covering th e expen
diture in  connection  w ith  th e railway. We 
fe lt th at by th at m eans we should obtain  
th e m eans o f recouping to  th e  Treasury 
every dollar expended on th is  work. Hon. 
gentlem en also  know  that w e proposed to  
obtain th e  co-operation o f th e Im perial Gov
ernm ent. T he hon. leader o f th e Opposi
tion  occasionally  ind ulges in  a quiet sneer 
at th e result o f th e effort« of th is  G overn
m ent to interest the Im perial G overnm ent 

th is  enterprise. Now, i t  is  very w ell 
kn ow n that, armed by th is  H ouse w ith  the  
power o f u tilis in g  100,000,000 acres in  the  
N orthwest, i f  th ey  could so secure th e con
struction o f th e  Canadian Pacific
Railway, m y right hon. friend the
F irst M inister, th e M inister o f F inance  
and m yself w en t to  E ngland  in  1879.
I  do not in ten d  to  lay  c la im  to  any 
great results from our m ission as regards th e  
railway, but I  th in k  I  may clailh  credit for a 
fair measure o f success that attended our 
efforts, i f  n o t dur jo in t efforts, in  regard to  
th e business o f ’our respective departm ents. 
W e found th e  press o f E ngland  
indifferent, if  n o t hostile , to  Can
ada. Very suddenly, however, a very  
striking, a very marked change took place, 
w hen Earl Beaconsfield. th e Prim e Minister 
o f that day, stated openly and in  public, the  
enorm ous value of th e  great N orthw est o f 
Canada. I do n o t m ean to  say he was 
entirely  accurate in  a ll h is statements, 
but at a ll even ts h e  was entirely accurate in  
the remark th a t th e m ost liv e ly  im agination  
could hardly over-estim ate th e enormous 
value o f th e great Northwest, and the in v it
ing  character o f th e field it  presented to  th e  
agriculturalists o f every part ot th e world. 
From that day to th is  every person knows  
th e marked and instantaneous nature o f th e  
change th at took place in  E nglish  public  
opin ion, and in  th e  am ount o f a ttention  and 
in terest concentrated in  th e  Northwest. The  
people o f th is  country owe to  m y right hon. 
friend th is great, beneficial change, brought 
about through hie personal com m unication  
w ith th e  Prim e M inister o f England.

t HI VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Hon. gentlem an know  we were th en  obliged  
to  confess we were not able to  bring to com 
pletion  any great schem e for th e construc
tion  of th e railway. I  venture to say we 
thought w e made som e im pression on the  
Im perial G overnm ent w hile  in  England. I 
th in k  m y Jkon. friend th e  leader ot th e Oppo
sition , wh* has sneered at our statem ent 
tbat we hadjfebtained th e sym pathy o f tbe 
E nglish  C svernm ent in  relation to th e Ca
nadian Pacific Railway, w ill find a strong 

(corroboration o f our assertion in  th e in te lli
gence received to-day w ith  regard to  th e ac
tion  o f th at Governm ent. T he Colonial 
Office have done what they never did before : 
published authoratatively a docum ent recom 
m ending Canada as a field for em igration  
(Cheers.) I  do not know  whether the hon. 
gentlem an (Mr. B lake) has seen th e news  
to-day or not, but I am quite sure th at as a 
patriotic Canadian he w ill be glad to learn 
that th e L ondon Timet announces the 
Im perial G overnm ent has prom ised to bring 
down a sohem e o f  em igration, assisted by the 
Canadian Governm ent. So th e  hon. gen tle 
man may feel he is not quite in  a position to  
repeat, what I ащ. rather afraid was to him  a 
gratifying intim ation, that th e present Cana
dian G overnm ent had entirely failed in  their 
negotiations.

H on. Mr. B laki.— A llow  m e to  rem ind  
m y hon. friend th at th e present Im perial 
G overnm ent is Mr. G ladstone’s,and the Gov
ernm ent w ith  w hich  he and h is  colleague s 
had Interviews w ith th e  Beaconsfield Govern
m ent.

Sir Chas. T cppir .—  My hon. friend w ill 
perm it m e to  p o in t ont to  h im  th at he is 
strengthening m y argum ent. From  th is  very 
place rast session, I  stated th at instead of 
th is  Governm ent feeling  anxiou s in  conse 
quence o f  th e change o f Governm ent 
in  England, we were advised and were o f the  
b e lie f that th e  sentim ents o f  th e  members of 
th e new  M inistry were of th e m ost liberal 
character in  relation to  Canada. My hon. 
friend w ill a lso  perm it m e to inform  him  
that since th e  advent o f th e  L iberal G overn
m en t to  power th e B igh t H on. th e  Premier, 
m y hon. friend th e M inister o f Agriculture 
and m yse lf have been in  personal com m uni
cation w ith  a num ber o f members o f the 
present Adm inistration, and have impressed 
uponth*ir m inds th e im portance to  th e Em 
pire, o f th e G overnm ent o f Great Britain  
g iv in g  d ee  a tten tion  to th e resources 
o f th e  great Canadian Northwest, so 
th at I  do not th ink  m y hon. friend 
has made a  great deal by h is  sug
gestion. I  frankly confess th a t in  1879 the 
tim e was not ripe for successfu lly  floating the  
schem e in  connection  w ith th e hundred m il
lion  acres o f  land, but w e sowed th e  seed, 
and w e kept our eyes Steadily directed to  
such m eans by  w hioh th e condition o f  Can
ada m igh t be greatly changed in  relation to  
th e work. My hon. friend th e  M inister of 
A griculture has

a i t m d o i  surroe,
and perhaps th e m ost happy stroke o f genius 
ever show n by any M inister was th at w hich  he 
exh ib ited  w hen he adopted th e  policy  of 
show ing  th e  confidence th e G overnm ent of 
Canada had in  th eir  ow n country, by stating  
th at parties w ith m eans, desirous o f em igra
tin g  to  th is  oeuntry, m igh t select able and  
independent delegates to  com e here and ex 
am ine th is  country, and th at the Governm ent 
o f Canada would pay their expenses. I t  
w ould  be utterly im p ossib le to  estim ate th e  
advantage w hioh has accrued to  Canada by 
th at s in g le  act. T h e  w hole sen tim ent o f 
Great Britain in  relation to  th is  country has 
undergone a com plete change, and when we 
w ent back to E ngland  a t th e conclusion o f 
th e  la st session o f  Parliam ent, we found that 
Oanada occupied in  th e Mother Country an  
entirely different p osition  from that w hich it  

fairs o f th is  country, and again brought | ocoupied a year before, 
face to face w ith th is  great work. We H on. Mr. Maokhneie— On H anlan’s ac- 
found ourselves then called upon to  deal 1 count.
w ith  a work upon w hich a large am ount of Sir Снаеькь T dpfbb— H anlan is  an agency  
public m onoy had been expended, and in  a  th a t I  do not a t a ll despise, 
way that w oeld  prove utterly useless to  th e  Bit JomiMx*BCTnnji>—H erew s td th e  same
country unions m easures wer« prom ptly і м і й п
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ai liv e  t*t мнее uùiiei'Miji tid ug  w in  tuj.t Pro
v ince; and we reached the aneevet*.^uing 
that wt woind entti-nvor to « Railway
from L.iko Superior tn th e Pacific (toean by 
1890 ; ' hat we should expend a ceita ln  
am ount per annum  in British Columbia, 
after _ th e surveys were oom,>let*d and
I i inv adopted T he lin e never ' was 
surveyed sufficiently to enable us 
to  reach that, conclusion t i l l  last year, and, as 
soon as we had inform ation sufficient to guide 
us, we adopted th e Burrara In le t route, and 
im m ediately advertised for tenders for the  
construction ot that lin e. T ne hon. the  
M inister of Public Works has spoken o f our 
departure from th e former term s o f th e  con
struction o f th is road. N ow, w hat was this 
departure ? W e had precisely th e sam e pro
v ision  o f land, and equivalent as to  m oney ; 
only, instead o f $30,000,000, we named 
$10,000 a m ile, w hich  would have amottnted 
to  $ 2 6 .0 0 0 ,0 0 0 , and tw o-thirds o f th e  land  
was to be controlled by th e G overnm ent in 
respect o f sales and m anagem ent. W e ale*  
th en  provided that, in  ask ing for tenders, we 
should in v ite  tenderers to  say upon what 
additional am ount they w ould require a 
guarantee o f 4 per cent, for 25 years.” The 
hon. gentlem an also proceeded to  say:—
II W hile we le t  our contracts betw een T hun
der Bay and Selkirk, w ith  a v iew  to  g e t a 
road opened in to  th a t country, i t  was w ith  the  
determ ination to  adopt th is  method, and I  e x 
p lained  th iw - several tim es during m y  
adm inistration. W e intended, w hen we had 
obtained fu ll com pletion o f th e surveys, and 
finally  adopted th e route to  th e ocean, 
through B ritish  Colum bia, to  endeavour to  
place th e  entire work from Lake Superior 
westward under contract— th e contractors as
sum ing tb e expenditure already incurred, 
and a llow in g  th em selves to  be charged with  
i t  as part of th e  $10,000 a m ile  to  be paid to  
them  on th e contracts for th e entire line. The 
hon. gentlem en opposite, and th e  w hole  
country, are aware that we solicited  tenders 
in  E ngland for som e m onths upon th is  
ground, before hon. gentlem en opposite came 
in to  office ; also that Mr. Sandford F lem ing, 
the Chief Engineer, was instructed, w h ile  in 
Loudon, to  p lace h im se lf in  com m unication  
w ith  contractors and financial men, and also  
to  obtain th e assistance o f Sir John Rose, 
who, in  m any th ings, had been the  
active, energetic and patriotic agent 
of the D om in ion , w ith  a v iew  to  
th e carrying out o f th is  schem e.”
I m ay m ention  in c id en ta lly  that 
w h ile  I  entirely approve o f all 
th ese  efforts, the hon. gentlem an  was, I think, 
never called  npon to  lay  upon th e table of 
th e H ouse any correspondence th at took  
place betw een h is  G overnm ent and these  
capitalists and contractors, and w hich  did not 
result in  th eir  obtain ing a contract.

-Hon. Mr. B lake— D id  he ever refuse \

8ir C h a s . T o pper— H e never was asked 
anyth ing so utterly at varianee w ith  the first 
principles o f governm ent as to  bring down 
correspondence that could  be attended with 
no possib le  benefit to  th e  country, but be 
extrem ely embarrassing to  th e  Government 
in  its  operations.

H on. Mr. B lake— T hat is  th e  true reason.
Sir Ch a s . Tupper— I  do not hesitate  to  say 

th at a m ore unfortunate precedent in  my 
ju dgm ent could n o t be set than for a G overn
m en t to  enter in to  negotiations w ith  capital
ists  to  ascertain how  far th ey  could be pre
pared to take up a great work and carry i t  to 
com pletion  and th en  bring down th e  corre
spondence, w hich  could o n ly  reflect on 
th e  character and standing o f  th e  
gentlem en interested, and render gentlem en  
in  future, in  sim ilar cases, cautious how  far 
th ey  w ould ,discuss negotiations w ith  a G-ov  ̂
em m en t w hich  w ould later g iv e  publicity  to 
those negotiations. T he hon. gentlem an  
further said :— “ B ut I  am inform ed that, 
notw ithstand ing a ll our efforts, w e signally  
failed in  obtain ing one s in g le  offer (there 
w as one im perfect offer m ade) for the con 
struction o f  th e railroad on those terms, 
w hich  were th e  grant o f 20,000 acres and 
$10,000 cash, per m ile, w ith  a guarantee o f 4 
per cen t upon such balance as m igh t be re
presented as necessary. N o term s could be 
more ex p lic it ; i t  w ould be difficult to m en
tion  terms more favorable, and yet th e hon. 
gentlem an seem s to  expect, by h is  speech, 
th at th e colonization  schem e, w ith  th e  100,- 
000,000 instead of th e 50,000,000 acres and 
$30,000,000 current m oney, is  som ehow  or 
other to  succeed in  gettin g  th e road built. 
H is ow n remarks showed to-day that it  is  u t
ter ly  useless a t present for him  to expect 
British railw ay- contractors, or great 
financial firms to engage in  any railroad 
enterprise on th is  continent. Much of th is  
is  due to th e  w ant o f confidence V h ic h  he 
te lls  us is  experienced in financial circles in  
Britain, and a great deal is due to  th e unwise 
leg islation  in Canada and th e Provinces w ith  
respect to  railway lines, and to th e fact that 
foreign capitalists have obtained little  or no 
return for the m oney they have laid  out in  
th is country. I have made up m y m ind long  
ago th at it  w ill be exceed in g ly  difficult for a 
population of 4,000,000 so to  conduct finan
c ial transactions connected w ith  th e  bu ild
in g  o f th at railroad o f 2,600 m iles, across an 
unknow n and alm ost untrodden continent, in  
m any places extrem ely difficult. I  frankly 
say now, after my experience in  endeavoring  
to  accom plish som ething in  th at direction, 
that I fear we shall be incapable of 
accom plish ing anything in  th at direction at 
present. 4  need not say to th e  
H ouse th a t in  w hat he said and anticipated, 
the hon. gentlem an, I  suppose, was sincere.
I  suppose w hen he made th is  utterance it  
was made in  all frankness. T he H ouse w ill 
readily understand th e  jpatlflcation I  ex
pected to  see spread over the hon. gentle, 
m an’s countenance on le a n in g  that a ll that 
h e lam ented he had been unable to accom 
p lish  in  the official position he occupied in  the  
H ouse, h is  successors were in  a position  to  
present for th e consideration o fth e  H ouse. I  
frankly concede, and in  doing so 1 on ly  do 
ju stice  to  th e sincere, able and energetic  
efforts o f th e hon. gentlem an, th at he did a ll 
th at lay in  h is  power during h is  term of 
adm inistration to  put th is  great work upon 
th e  foundation upon w hich  Parliam ent on  
tw o separate occasions, and th e  people, had 
affirmed it  should be placed, nam ely, th a tth «  
work should be done by a private com pany, 
aided by grants o f land and m oney. But, 
sir, th e  hon. gentlem an stated on another 
occasion th at “ i t  would have been very easy  
to  com m ence to grade th e road and so keep  
w ith in  th e term s o f the U nion A ct. But I  
scorned to  practise any deception in  the  
m atter.” I assum e, throughout, th at the  
hon. gentlem an was acting w ith  en 
tire sincerity, that in  a ll those state
m ents made to th e H ouse as to  his 
great desire to  advance th is  great national 
work, he was g iv in g  candid utterance to h il  
sincere opinion to  th e opin ion that, w hether  
s it t in g o n o n e  side o f th e  H ouse or th e  other, 
h e  would be prepared to  g ive  an equally  
zea.ous and hearty support to  th is  polioy. 
B u t in  1878 there was a general election, 
th e  result being that m y R ight hon. friend 
was again charged w ith  th e im portant 
duty o f  adm inistering th e public af-

Hon. Mr. B lake— T on g o  by  і
Sir Charles T cppbr— My right hon.

says he rows in  th e  sam e boat as we. I n »
say I  am  satisfied o f th is  : T hat a ll t h e i n 
terest he can excite  in  th e sporting world

free Canada greater im portance in  Hnglan*.-j 
•tated a m om ent ago, th at in  1876 Parlia
m ent placed at oer disposal 1 ,90(^90 acre« 
o f land aad I  have already intim ated we  

were not able w ith  th at grant to arrange fa t 
any com plete schem e for th e rapid construc
tion o f the railway. In  1880 we again m et 
th e House, and we m et it  w ith th e aaaw  
policy we adopted th e year before, w hich  wa« 
to  fulfil th e obligations devolved  upon us 
through th e acts o f our predecessors. 
A lthough we had not propounded th e polioy  
of carrying on th is  work by th e Government, 
w e took  up th e work as w e found it. W e 
placed under contract th e 137 m iles o f  road 
w hich the leader o f th e  .la te  Governm ent 
had announded i t  as h is in ten tion  to build, 
w hich  he had assured th e people o f British  
Colum bia he intended to build, and whioh 
under th e  term s w ith Lord Carnarvon, he 
was bound to  place under contractflkW hen  
we m et Parliam ent w ith  th e statem ent that 
w e were go in g  on w ith th is  work, I th in k  w« 
scarcely m et w ith th e am ount o f aid and co
opération from gentlem en  opposite to  w hieh  
we were entitled  I  do not w ish to say an y . 
th ing  that would seem  harsh to  any gentle
m an on th e other side o f  th e  House, but I  
really do not th in k  th e attitude whioh th e  
O pposition assum ed towards th is  Govern
m ent, w hen  ̂we were only  carrying out th e  
pledges w hich  th ey  th em selves had g iven  
over their signatures ae M inisters, by their  
votes in  Parliam ent, and by their deolarations 
o f policy  in  th is  House, in  the  
country and to th e Im perial G ov
ernm ent, was justifiable. As we were only  
carrying out w hat th ey  proposed, 
we had a r ight to  exp ect to  be 
m et in  a m anner different from that in  
w hich we were m et by them .

THE LIBERAL С HANOI OP BASE.

leader o f the OppositionT he leader ot the Opposition moved, 
and in  m aking th is  m otion h e  sub
m itted  a resolution  d irectly  in  an
tagonism  to th e p o licy  o f  the Governm ent 
w hich  he supported, and to h is ow n recorded 
utterances on th e  floor o f th is house, that we 
6hould break faith w ith British Oolumbia 
and w ith  Lord Carnarvon, and that w e should  
give, I was going to  say, th e lie  to  Lord 
Dufferin, w ho stated on h is  honor as a man 
th at every particle o fth e  terms of agreem ent 
w ith  British Colum bia were in  a state of 
literal fu lfilm ent. The result o f th e m oving  
o f th is  resolution was to p lace on  
th e records o f Parliam ent a vote  
of 131 to  49 th at good iaith  should he kept 
with British Colum bia, but th at we owed it 
to  Canada to take up th is  work and proseoute 
It in  such a way as w« believed  was abso
lu tely  necessary in  order to  bring it  w ith in  
such lim its  as would enable us to  revert to  
th e original p o licy  o f  bu ild ing th e road by 
m eans o f  a com pany aided by
land and m oney ; and had w e not placed 
that section  under contract in  British Oolum
bia, had we not vigorously prosecuted tho 
185 m iles wanted to com plete th e lin e  be
tw een Lake Superior and Bed River, we 
w ould not have been able to  stand here to
day laying before the H ouse th e best propo
sal for the construction o f th e road that has 
ever been made to th is Parliam ent. (Cheers.) 
W ell, sir, 1 w ill g ive  in  conclu
sion  th e  utterance o f th e  hon.
th e leader o f th e late G overnm ent at 
the last session o f Parliam ent. H e said:—
“ I  shall not for a m om ent deny that we in 
tended to carry out th e term s o f th e arrange
m ent w ith  Lord Carnarvon, and nothing but 
the w ant o f m eans would have prevented us 
from accom plish ing th at object, an object 
w hich could not but he desirable to  any one 
who w ished to  see our trade extended.” 
N ot m erely th at th e obligation  under the  
Carnarvon terms, but that the interests of 
th e country rendered it  desirable that the 
p*liey should be oarried eut. « V « one who 
looked to the desirable extension  o f our buri
nées acroas th e continent could avoid seeing  
that if  saah s a  е М а и і «  eeu id  posii bly be 
obtained w ithout too great sacrifice it  would 
in  itse lf  be desirable.”

Sir J ohn A. M acdonald— W ho said th at?
S i r  C h a r l e s  T o p p e r— T he leader o f the 

late G overnm ent a t th e  last session  o f Par
liam ent. T he hon. gentlem an further said : 
“ Our policy was th is  : W e believed  th at the 
Pacific R ailway was undertaken as a great 
national highw ay from one end o f th e D o
m inion to th e other, and that w hatever ter
m ination w e make o f it, near Lake N i pissing, 
it  m ust be p laced in  connection  w ith  some 
other lines, and we provided for paying a 
subsidy to som e connecting lin es east of 
Georgian Bay. Our object was to have, as 
speed ily  as possible, a railway from the 
waters o f the Georgian Bay, to  have a con
nection w ith th e Quebec lin es through the  
Canada Central, as a connecting m edium .”
•  •  •  « Our plan w ould form a through  
lin e  to  th e Ottawa Valley, notably and  
notoriously th e shortest lin e  to th e east from 
our western territories. H on. gentlem en  op
posite have g iven  up a ll th e advantages that 
the Province o f Quebec and th e Provinces 
east o f th at w ould have derived from our 
plan, and th e President o f th e Сочюоіі is  not  
apparently at a ll disposed to avoid cheering  
him self because he adopted th is  course ; 
he deliberately injured h is ow n Province, 
and now  laughs at the injury he has done.” 
T he hon. gentlem an w ill be very 
glad to find that th e President o f th e  Coun
cil, who on th is  side o f th e H ouse invariably  
pressed in  th e strongest term s th e  prosecution  
of th e eastern lin k  w ith th e Canadian 
Pacific Railway, is  able now to cheer h im self 
not only  upon th e attainm ent o f th e lin e to 
Georgian Bay, but on th e steady prosecution  
o f a  lin e connecting th e  great provinoes of 
Quebec and Ontario and a ll the eastern pro
vinces, by th e  shortest and m ost available  
m eans w ith  th e  fertile  territories o f the  
Northwest. T he hon. leader o f th e  Opposi
tion has indulged, as is h is w ont, in  a good  
m any sneers on th is subject. H e taunted  
our Quebec friends on th is side o f th e House  
w ith  hav in g  been lfeft out in  th e cold, and  
w ith  havin g been sacrificed. I  trust, sir, 
th at now  these gentlem en are in  a position  
to  receive these taunts w ith  a good deal of 
equanim ity, th ey  w ill find th e hon. gentlem an  
as ready to  consider w hat th e interests of this 
great eastern section  o f th e country are, as 
he was w hen he supposed th at they had not 
obtained th e  ju stice  w hich he thought they  
were entitled  to  receive at our hands. • The 
hon. leader o f th e  late Governm ent said he 
was under th e im pression th at he had done 
for Quebec everyth ing reasonable and proper, 
per, and he was quite w illin g  to contrast it 
w ith  w hat hon. gentlem en  opposite had 
done. H e asserted th at their plan promised 
w ell for th e prospects o f th e great c ities o f 
th e St. Lawrence. H e confessed tbat after 
hon. gentlem en opposite had com m itted  
th em selves to  th e bu ild in g o f th is  road, the  
late G overnm ent were bound, as their succes
sors, to  g ive  effect to  th e plan i f  possible, 
and they tried their best to  do so. Their 
m odification o f th is  plan was a ll in  favor of 
parties tendering. I  have stated to the 
H ouse th at th e  m odifications o f th e plan of 
th e hon. leader o f th e late Governm ent 
greatly extended th e  consideration to be 
given  to contractors, and he says in  h is own 
terms they were a ll in  favor o f parties tender
in g  ; therefore it  should have produoed ten
ders, though it  failed in  th is  respeot. ,

TflK COST OP THE H’ERNIIE SCHEUE.

Tho plan o f the late Governm ent provided 
for th e paym ent of $10,000 per m ile  for over 
2,600 m iles o f road. I t  provided more. I t

tover th e Georgian Bay branch Of 85 m îles, 
And O-tfcer th e Pem bina branch o f 85 m iles as 
w ell C ï h e  hon. gentlem an further said :—
1 T h is would m ake th e tota l $26,000,000, 

to  w hich add three m illion s for surveys, 
according to th e plan and th e hon. g en tle 
m an’s statem ent, it  w ould m ake $29,000,000, 
lea v in g  $1,000,000 to be devoted to th e  east
ern end, to  pay the greater portion o f th e  
subsidy of th e Canada Central R ailway  
i f  th e late Governm ent could have ob
tained offers. ’•© a in v ite  th e  hon. g en tle 
m an’s attention to th is  statem ent, because it  
clothes us, as far as he could, w ith  h is  ap
proval o f th e dealing w ith th is  very matter. 
Now, sir, we have accepted an offer,— abetter  
offer than th at contained in  th e  hon. gentle
m an’s proposal, as I  w ill show th e  H ouse in  
th e m ost d istin ct and conclusive manner, 
and I  c laim  from th e  hon. gentlem an that 
support to w hich  I  considered he was pledged  
to g ive  to th is  schem e. I  did not suppose, 
when th e hon. gentlem an in  h is place as 
leader o f the Opposition, stated that if  the  
Governm ent would do a certain th ing, he  
would support them , th at w hen the/ did 
he would withdraw that support v I j 
read that statem ent o f th e hon. gentlci /an, 
who said he w ould scorn to use any decep
tion ; I  believed  it, and accepted it, and I  
hold him  to it, bound ,as he is  by th is  
declaration. W hen  I  have show n th is  
House, as I  w ill, that our term s—th e term s 
w hioh we have la id  on th e  tab le o f the  
H ouse, are m uch w ith in  th e  term s he pledged  
h im self to support us in  (cheers), I  w ill 
claim  from th e hon. gentlem an th e fu lfilm ent 
o f h is  pledge. T he hon. gentlem an said the 
G overnm ent did not have any offers made 
them . W ell, sir, why d id he not get any  
offers ? 0  I t  was because th e  position o f  th is  
country was such for five years as to  m ake it  
im possible for hon. gentlem en  to  obtain any  
offers in  that direction ; and, sir, when, under 
the influences to w hich  I hav^ adverted, the  
w hole tone o f th e  press o f E .^ la n d  changed, 
when a large body o f  people, the best class 
o f em igrants th at can com e to th is  country, 
flowed in, a liv e  w ith  excitem ent w ith  refer
ence to th e Canadian N orthw est (hear, hear 
and applause), w hen, sir, a  m ovem ent, such  
as never previously took place, was occupy
in g  th e  a tten tion  o f capitalists as w e ll as 
em igrants in  E ngland w ith  relation to the  
Canadian Northwest, and w hen, under the  
fiscal policy propounded to  th is  H ouse by 
m y hon. friend th e M inister o f F inance, th e  
w hole financial position o f th is country was 
changed, w hen com m ercial prosperity had 
again, under th e influence o f th at change  
in  the fiscal policy, dawned upon Canada 
(cheers) ; I  say, sir, w hen th e  G overnm ent 
o f Canada were able to  present them selves to 
capitalists in  th is  country or th e U nited States 
or in  E ngland, and show not th at year after 
year they had to m eet Parliam ent w ith  an 
alarm ing deficit, and were unable to provide 
for it, and were adding from year to year to  
th e accum ulating indebtedness o f th e coun
try, not for th e prosecution o f public works 
that were going to  g iv e  an im petus to our 
industries, but m erely to enable th e ordinary 
expenditure o f th e country to be met,— when 
th at a ll th is  was changed, th e aspect of 
affairs in  relation to th is  work was changed. 
W hen, although under th e previous condition  
of th ings, m y hon. friend opposite could not 
obtain offers in  response to th e advertise
m ent w hich  he published a ll over th e world, 
why, sir, th e hon. gentlem an m igh t fairly 
assum e th at we could not obtain any offers 
either, but, as I say, under a changed policy, 
and when th e G overnm ent had successfully  
grappled w ith  th e m ost difficult portions 
of th is  great work, and show n to the  
capitalists o f th e world, under th e  au
thority o f  th is  H ouse th at 100,000,000 acres 
o f land were placed at our disposal for 
the prosecution o f th e undertaking, th at we 
are not afraid to  go  on w ith  its  construction, 
or afraid to show that th e construction o f the 
CamidaYacific Railway was a  work which, 
however g igantic  in  its  nature, however 
onerous an undertaking was invo lved  in  the 
work, or however onerous the liab ilities it 
imposed, was capable o f fu lfilm ent ; when, 
notw ithstand ing a ll th is, we showed that we 
were n ot afraid to go forward and prove to 
the capitalists of th e  world th at we ourselves 
bad som e confidence in  th is  country and in  
its developm ent, and th at we were prepared 
to grapple w ith th is  g igantic  work, the aspect 
of affairs was w holly  changed. .

GOING BACK ON THE RECORD.

Ц  ell, sir, under these circum stances 
the Governm ent subm itted their policy  
to Parliam ent, and th ey  were m et by 
obstruction la st session, th ey  were 
m et by a com plete change o f front 
on th e  part o fth e  Opposition in th is  House 
and th e  country. T he m en w ho had for five 
years declared that th ey  were prepared to 
construct th e Canadian Pacific Railway as a 
public work, th e m en w ho had pledged th em 
selves t!b British Colum bia to construct it  as 
a public work, and who had in  th is  House, 
in  every way that m en could, bound 
them selves, ca lled  a h a lt in  order to  obstruct 
the Governm ent, w hen w e took th e4 only  
m eans by w hich  w e could rem ove th e  diffi
cu lty  w hich had prevented th e hon. g en tle 
man from obtaining any offers in  reply to the 
advertisem ent that he had sent a ll over the  
country. I  hold th e advertisem ent in  my 
hand. I t  was published on the 29th o f May, 
1876, and i t  says th a t “ they in v ite  tenders to 
be sen t in  before January, 1877, under th e  
provisions o f th e Canadian Pacific Railway 
Act, 1874, w hich  enacts that the contractors 
for its  construction and working shall re
ceive lands or th e proceeds o f lands.” Mark 
the words “ lands or th e proceeds o f lands.'’ 
T hey  were not o n ly  to  receive the lands, but 
they were to receive, i f  it  were th ought de
sirable, th e proceeds o f  th e land.

Hon. Mr. M a c k e n z ie — The hon. gentlem an  
is  not fair in  stating that. I  am surprised he  
should m ake the statem ent, for if  he looks 
at th e A ct he w ill find th a t th e arrangement 
was for th e G overnm ent to sell tw o-thirds of 
the lands and -heiv to  offer th e proceeds to 
the contractors v,

Sir C h arles T u pper— I  am glad th at the 
hon. gentlem an has rem inded m e o f it, for 
we leave th e contractors to  bear th e entire 
cost o f disposing o f th e lands, w hilst the  
lion, gentlem an undertook to  pay th e cost of 
disposing o f tw o-thirds o f th e land, and then  
give  th e proceeds to  them  w ithout any deduc
tion  in  th e  price. I  am glad th at he has 
m entioned it, because i t  show s how  m uch  
greater than I am stating were th e term s 
that he offered in  th is  advertisem ent. Then  
it  goes on to say “ Or the proceeds o f th e  
land at th e rate ot 20,000 acres and cash  
at th e rate o f $10,000 for each m ile  of 
railway constructed, together w ith  interest 
at th e rate o f 4 per cent, for 25 years from 
th e com pletion  o f th e work, on any further 
sum  w hich  may be stipulated in  the con 
tract, and th e A ct requires parties tendering  
to  state in  their offers th e low est sum, if any, 
per m ile  upon w hich such interest w ill be 
required.” T hat was th*e tender sen t out, 
th e  advertisem ent th at was published all 
over th e world, in  Great Britain, in  th is  coun. 
try and, I presume, in  th e U nited  States, and 
to w hich no response was made. I  believe, 
under th e circum stances to w hich  I  have ad
verted, that th e tim e had com e w hen we 
m ight deal w ith  th is  m atter from a better 
position.« X w ill frankly state to  the H ouse 
that onc*of the causes th a t led to th e great 
change in  the public sentim ent in  relation  
to  th e value o f th e lands in  th e N orthw est 
anu ol âcwiway enterprise was th e wonderful 
success th at was published to  th e world as 
having resulted from the syndicate w ho had 
I urchased the St. Paul, M inneapolis & M ani
toba Railway and becom e th e proprietors o f 
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w hich railway construction in  private hands 
could be carried on, but it  showed th e  val-ue 
of the. piairie lands in th e N orthw est and the  
exten t to w hich th ey  could be made valuable  
for th e construction o f such lines. I t  at
tracted th e attention o f capitalists to  a de
gree that had a very marked influence un
doubtedly upon th e public m in d in  relation  
to  th is  question. I  may further frankly  
state to  the House, because we have noth ing  
to conceal, th at w hen we decided th a t i t  was 
desirable for us to  ask in ten d in g  contractors 
and capitalists on w hat term s they  
w ould com plete and take over th e  road o f 
th e  Canada Pacific Kailway, we placed our- 
eelves in  com m unication w ith  a ll th e parties 
whom  we had any reason to suppose would  
have any in ten tion  to contraot, for th e  pur
pose o f g e ttin g  th eir  low est possib le offer. 
As m y right hon. friend has stated, there  
were Canadian and Am erican capitalists  
made proposals for th e  construction o f th e  
rem aining portions o f  th e  work. T he Gov
ernm ent proposed to oom pUte th e  lin e  from 
Thunder Bay to  Red Hiver ; w e proposed to  
com plete th e  contraots th at were placed in  
British Columbia, in  th e casoade o f th e  Fraser 
Hiver, and to carry on  th e  line, for i t  was an 
absurdity for th e term inus o f th e  Oanada Pa
cific R ailway to be at a p lace where there 
was on ly  a depth o f three feet of water, 
however advisable it  m igh t be for a tem 
porary purpose. W e proposed to  com plete  
ultim ately 90 m iles  lon g  o f a lin e  from 
Em ory’s Bar, to  be constructed dow n to  th e  
tidewater at Port Moody, th e harbor selected  
by th e hon. gen tlem en  opposite as th e best 
term inus for th e Canadian Pacific Railway. 
W e are alw ays ready and prepared to  g ive  
all th e credit and praise th at w e possibly can 
g iv e  to  our friends opposite, and w e evinced  
i t  by th e  adoption of th e place w hich  the  
hon. gentlem en in  their w isdom  had chosen  
as th e terminus.

H on. Mr. B lake— Yes, you  said th a t i t  was 
premature.

Sir Ch a s . T u pper— I  did say th a t i t  was 
premature, and before actin g  exactly  in  con
form ity w ith  that, we believed  th e  N orth
w est should be exam ined further before we 
adopted that route. W e considered a ll the  
routes, to  see w hich  in  our judgm ent was 
th e best, but w e thought further in vestiga
tion  should be made before finally deciding. 
After doing so, I found, notw ithstand ing  
som e advantages in  th e northern route, that 
we were prepared to endorse th e w isdom  of 
th e hon. gentletaen  as to  where th e port for 
th e tlrm in u s should be. W e then got 
proposals to  com plete th e lin e  from Thunder 
Bay to Red River, from K am loops to Emory's 
Bar, and ultim ately  down to Port Moody. 
W e asked th e parties upon w hat term s t» sy  
w ould undertake to build  th e rem aining por
tions o f  th e  lin e  from N ip issing  to Thunder 
Bay, th e  distance being about 650 m iles 
W e asked also upon w hat term s they would 
undertake to  com plete a ll the lin e from Red 
River westward to K am loops and take over 
and run th e  w hole road.

Hon. Mr. M ack en zie— W ill you place 
copy o f these propositions as you made them  
upon th e table ?

Sir C has. T o pper— Yes, I  have no objec
tion  to do so, but it  w ill g ive  th e hon. gen 
tlem an no additional inform ation to w hat 
I  have already stated as having been de
cided.

Hon. Mr. M ack en zie— And also  th e  names 
of th e parties to  w hom  it  was m ade ?

Sir C h a s . T u ppe r— I  may say to  th e  hon. 
gentlem an th at i t  was com m unicated.

Hon. M r. M ackenzie— N ot by public ad
vertisem ent lik e  m ine.

Sir C harles T upper— I t  was not, and  
th in k  we could have taken no better means 
o f defeating th e  object we had in  view  than 
th e  very course th at th e  hon. gentlem an had 
taken. I t  was enough to deter anybody 
from look ing  at us, seeing that no offer could 
be obtained. W e took  a
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w hich has been crowned w ith success. By 
plac ing  ourselves in  com m unication w ith  par
ties who were lik ely  to m ake any propositions, 
we have th e pleasure now  o f laying before 
th e H ouse a proposition to  w hich  in  its  char
acter and details I shall in v ite  more 
closely  th e attention o i th e H ouse in  com 
parison w ith th e proposal previously made 
I have stated to th e H ouse th at th e contract 
w hich is  now laid upon th e table, and w hich  
th is resolution asks tb e  H ouse to  adopt, 
secures the com pletion  and th e operation 
hereafter o f th e Canada Pacific Railway by a 
private com pany, aided by a grant o f m oney  
and lands upon th e  m ost favorable term s that 
have ever been subm ited to  th is  H ouse, or 
that have ever been provided by any person 
in  th is country for th e purpose o f securing  
th at object. I  w ill g iv e  th e data and the  
definite inform ation tor th e grounds on 
w hich I  base that statm ent. I  may state 
that I  have had a  careful estim ate prepared 
and have laid  it upon th e table, o f th e  am ount 
o f m oney required to  com plote a ll th e road 
now under contract and those portions of 
th e road th at are to  be constructed by the  
Government, and i t  am ounts in  round figures 
to  $38,000,000.

B on. Mr. B la k e— Is  th at in clu sive  o f  a ll  
that has been spent ?

Sir C harles T u p pe r — I t  is  every dollar o f  
expenditure th at w ill com e out o f th e Treas
ury o f Canada for th e ex istin g  contracts and 
for th e com pletion o f th e road th at is  to  be 
bu ilt by th e Government.

Hon. Mr. B lake— Are these figures intend
ed to represent th e total cost o f these works, 
including what has been spent Î

Sir C h a s . T u ppe r— Every dollar o f expen
diture. I t  w ill be remembered th at a year 
ago I  m ade som e remarks in  th is  House, 
and I am  told  that some hon. gentlem en  
w ould lik e  to  have copies o f th e speech  
that I made on th at occasion. I  can only  
say that so far as the lim ited  supply in  m y  
hd*ids w ill enable me, I shall be very glad to  
com ply w ith their wish, because I am  not at 
all u n w illin g  th at th ey  should read, mark  
learn and inwardly digest ’its  contents, and, 
hold m e responsible for them .

Hon. Mr. B lakk— I  th ought I  had heard 
muoh o f th is  before.

Sir C ha s. T o pper— T he hon. gentlem an  
says th at he has heard it  before, but I  have  
m ain ly occupied th e  atten tion  o f th e  House  
w ith th e more eloquent and able statem ents  
of,the hon. gentlem an opposite. I thought 
I had done h im  som e justice, but after that 
rem inder I  w ill g ive  th e  H ouse d irectly  som e  
further statem ents w hich  he w ill undoubted
ly  receive w ith more pleasure than anything  
o f a more original character. I  m ay say 
to  th e H ouse that we subm itted to  the  
H ouse th e  estim ate o f th e chief engineer. I t  
was published in  a pam phlet w hich was used  
in  th e debate. T h e hon. gentlem an, a short 
tim e ago, repeated the words I used In regard 
to th e character o f th e road, by stating that 
it  was a degraded road. T hat was literally  
and specifically correct, ior I  stated to  the  
House that in  th e position  th e G overnm ent 
then were w ith  th is gigantic  work in  hand, 
obliged to deal w ith  it  as a Governm ent 
work, we fe lt com pelled, after constructing  
the road to th e Red River as a first-class 
road, w hich  we had carried out in  accordance 
with the specifications and plans o f m y hon. 
friend opposite, to  carry th e  road across the  
prairie, o f the very cheapest description o f 
road th at would answer for th e business o f  
the country, and be in  th e first instance a 
colonization  road. The H ouse w ill rem em 
ber th at that estim ate was for $84,000,000, for 
th e work done in  th e m ode in  w hich  we  
proposed to deal w ith  it. T hat included  
$80,000,000 as th e portion o f m oney required 
for th e road and th e m oney expended upon  
surveys. (

Hon. Mr. B lake— D oes th e $84,000,06# In
clude that?
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eluded the Pem bina branch survey, w hich  
was estim ated a t $1,700,000. I  m ay state 
th is  estim ate w hich  I  have laid  upon the  
tab le differs in  som e m easure from th» esti
mate laid  upon th e  tab le  last year, and I w ill 
te ll  you frankly why. W e stated that we 
had m ade our calculation  upon th e outside  
estim ates. W e determ ined not to  be in  a 
position to have to say to  th e H ouse that the  
estim ates upon whioh th e m oney had been  
voted  for th e construction o f th e  railw ay had 
been exceeded.

Hon. M r. M ackenzie— W hich contracts Î
Sir C h a s . T u pper— A ll th e  contracts be

tw een T hunder B ay and th e Red River.
H on. M r. M ack en zie— D oes th e  hon. gen 

tlem an  say th at he prepared these contracts, 
and th a t th ey  were prepared in  h is  tim e ?

Sir Ch a s . T upper— I  say th at w e tw ice  
postponed th e advertisem ent in  order to  get 
th e  m ost specific details.

H on. Mr. M ackenzie— W hat I w ish  to  
kmow is whether th e specifications were 
changed betw een th e issu ing  o f th e  tenders 
and th e  tim e w hen they were received ?

Sir C h a s. T u ppe r — A ll I  can say is  th at  
before we sen t out th e  specifications or en
tertained tenders at a ll, in  addition to  th e  
tim e th at elapsed betw een th e  change o f  
G overnm ent and our entering in to  office we  
tw ice extended th e tim e for receiving tend
ers, so th at th e specifications m ig h t  
be m ade w ith sufficient accuracy. 
T his estim ate, th at is  now prepared by the 
present engineer, and w hich I  have la id  on  
th e  table o f th e H ouse—

WHAT THE COMPANY WILL PAT.

th e $ 2 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 — covers a ll th e  m oney  
th at ha* been spent up to  th e  present 
tim e, and a ll th e m oney th at in  our 
judgm ent, in  th e lig h t o f th e  work 
th at is  now  proceeding, w ill be required to  
com plete it  as required by the contract on th e  
table.

Hon. Mr. Anglin— T he Yale-K am loops  
section?

Sir C ha rles  T u ppe r— T he Y ale-K am loops  
section  and everything. I  have already 
stated th at th e am ount th at is  put in  for 
engineering, apart from th e construction, is 
$1,600,000, and I  draw th at as a d istinction  
betw een th e  $3,000,000 extend in g over the  
range o fth e  Canada Pacific Railway general
ly, and w hich  has no relation whatever to  the  
cost o f th is  particular work th a t we are now  
handing over, as th ey  have no relation in  
th is  sense, that th ey  do not appertain to  th e  
construction o f that particular work.

H on. Mr. B lakb— T hey were part o f the  
expense o f finding th e  route on w hich  the  
road was to be built, and therefore part o f the  
cost o f it.

Sir C h a s . T u pper— I f  th e hon. gentlem an  
w ill look  a t th e Canadian Pacific Railway  
A ct of 1874 o f h is  hon. friend Mr. M ackenzie  
he w ill find th a t i t  d istin ctly  states th at these  
surveys are n o t necessarily  to  be paid for by 
th e parties entering in to  th e contract.

H on. Mr. M ackenzie— I t says th a t is  a 
m atter to  be provided for after th e contract 
is entered into.

Sir C h a s . T u p pe r — I stated frankly tbat  
th e law s provided that it  m igh t or m igh t not 
be a charge on th e contractors, but w hen it 
was left in  that way it  was not lik e ly  to  be a 
charge on them .

Hon. Mr. M ack en zie— I t is  a  charge on the 
country at a ll events.

Sir C h a s. T u ppe r— T his estim ate w hich  
has been la id  upon th e  tab le does not include  
th e cost for surveys that a year ago I  sepa
rated from th e  $80,000,000 required for the 
Canada Pacific Railway, but it  does include  
all th e other expenditures, as we b elieve that 
it  had been made, and a ll th at w ill be in 
volved in  order to bring th a t work to  com 
pletion . I  w ill now  draw attention  to  the  
estim ates o f th e contract as laid  on th e  table 
of th e House. T he estim ated distance, and 
the distance w hich  is contracted for and 
w hich is b inding on th e contractors, is  2,627 
m iles, and I  may state that, suppose th e con
tractors were to change th e  route, suppose 
they were to  go  north o f Lake N epigon in 
stead o f south o f  it, and add fifty m iles  to  the 
len g th  o f th e road, they w ould not receive an 
additional dollar over and above th e  amount 
stated in  th e  contract.

Sir A liert S mith— Suppose th ey  shorten 
it?

Sir C h a s. T u p pe r— I f th ey  shorten it  I shall 
be very glad  to find th at th ey  do, and they  
w ill receive the am ount stated in  th e con 
tract i l  th ey  do. W e have chained the routi 
as I  say, and th e  distance is  652 m iles, 
but it  is  not very easy to locate a 
railway for construction quite as short as the 
chained distance. I  th in k  th at w ill be 
readily understood. I w ill now take up in 
th e contract a ll th ese  propositions in  the  
order in  w hich  th ey  have been laid on the  
table in  th is  H ouse, th e  order in  w hich  they  
have been voted by th is  Parliam ent.

A GOOD BARGAIN.

I  w ill take up th e  proposition o f 1873, th e au
thority th at Parliam ent gave to th e then  
G overnm ent to  secure th e construction o f  the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. I t  was a cash 
subsidy o f $30,000,000 for th e 2,627 m iles (I  
am putting th e m ileage upon th e present 
route for th e purpose o f contrast), and the 
land grant o f 50,000,000 acres,— 20,000 acres 
per m ile  for tho Pem bina branch, m aking 1 ,- 
700,000 acres, and 25,000 acres per m ile  on 
120 m iles for th e N epigon branch, m aking  
3,000,000 acres ; so that Parliam ent in  1872 
voted  54,700,000 acres. I f  you estim ate the 
land at som e particular va lve for th e purpose 
o f com parison.—

Hon. Mr. B lake— H ear, hear.
8ir Сжав. Tupper— Call it  one dollar per 

acre, and I  am sure that, unbelieving as my 
hon. friend th e  leader o f  th e Opposition is, 
and w anting in  confidence as he has induced  
th e leader o f th e la te  G overnm ent to  becom e 
In th e  value o f th ese  lands, I am alm ost sure 
that, w ith  the h elp  o f th e Ôlobe, I  could work 
them  up to  th e b e lie f th at th ese lands are 
worth a dollar an acre. I despair o f gettin g  
them  further than that, even  w ith  th at po
tent assistance, but I  hope to bring them  up 
to  th e  b e lie f th at th ese lands are worth a 
dollar an acre. For purposes of comparison, 
then, w e w ill ca ll it  worth a dollar an acre. 
T his Parliam ent voted in  land and m oney a 
subsidy o f  $84,700,000, and placed it  at the  
disposal o fth e  G overnm ent for th e construc
tion  o f th e Canadian Pacific Railway. How  
has that proposition been treated ? W hy, sir, 
as I  have stated, a com pany was formed, a 
contract was made w ith them , under the  
term s o f  w hich  they were c lothed w ith  all 
th e powers and m eans that we could g ive  
them  to  com m and th e m oney m arkets o f the 
world, and they could not do it.

Hon. Mr. A nglin— I  th ought it  was he who  
spoiled it. Г-

Sir C ha rles T upper— T he hon. leader o f  
th e late Governm ent has ever sin ce  poured 

! un lim ited  ridicule on that proposition. He 
has alw ays considered those term s inadequate 

j to  seoure th e construction o f th e great Paci- 
fic Railway. T he hon. gentlem an on the  

i platform, in  m y presence, declared th at we 
; m igh t as w ell offer $10 as $30,000,000 and 
• 50,000,000 acres o f land to  secure th e Cana- 
i d ian  Pacific R ailway. From  that day to
I th is not quite to  th is, but u n til a  few
: m onths ago— u n til th e contract was made, 

every person in  th is  country had been led  to  
believe (our ow n friends as w ell as our op- 

I ponents) th at th e hon. gentlem an was right ;
I that those term s were inadequate, and the 
: experience of our Governm ent and the  
I subsequent five years o f th e  la te  A dm inis

tration had gone to  prove that they were in 
adequate ; and th e hon. gentlem an w ill find 
that last year, w hen I  was in extremis, when  

! J was m et by hon- gen tlem en  opposite, гаін- 
I in g  a hue and ory th at w e were going to  ruin 
; th is  oountry by th e  construction o f th e  

втппИяю Pacffio Railways and th e  necessity

was great to  reduce as low  as possible the
construction o f th is  work, th e  low est esti
mate that I could subm it to th is  
House, for what I subm it is a degraded  
road, *4» was $80,000,000. I now согле 
to  the proposition o f ' 874, and w hatdoes th at  
«how ? T he hon. gentlem an got th is  Parlia
m ent to vote him  for the construction o $ , 6 2 7  

m iles o f the through lin e  from Lake N ip S sin g  
to  Burrard In let, for 85 m iles o fth e  Pem bina  
branch and for 85 m iles o f th e Georgian Bay 
bianch 2,797 m iles—a ll o f which are con
tained in  th e  A ct, and a ll declared to  be 
treated on th e  sam e terms, and entitled  to  
th e  same am ou n tas i f  they were’on the mam  
lin e—

H on. M r. M ack en zie— I was not aware 
th at th at A ct declared Burrard In le t t . tie 
th e term inus. ~

Sir Cha rles T u pper— T he hon. gentiem  ia  
ought scarcely to  interrupt m e w>tii a 
captious objection o f that kind, which hat- 
noth in g  to  do w ith th e  question. H e knows 
that, as a m atter o f  comparison, I  must take 
a  defin ite route, and he knows also that he 
was dealing w ith th e Burrard In le t routC  be
cause he was dealing w ith  th e  route tliaL ho  
should decide was best, and he did 
decide that th e Burrard In le t route 
wfts th e  best. T he hon. gentlem an  
should  not, therefore, interrupt m e with such 
a frivolous objection w hioh has n oth ing  to do 
w ith  th e subject, but w hich  is calculated to 
draw m e aside from  th e argum ent. W ell, 
what d id it  am ount to ? I t  am ounted to this 
th at w ith  th e shortest route____

M r. M ack en zie— No.
Sir C harles T upper— T he shortest route, 

because if  th e  hon. gentlem an takes any  
other practicable route he w ill increase the 
distance.

M r. M ack en zie  No.
S ir  Cha rles  T u pper  Yes.
Mr. M ac k e n z ie — N ot th e shortest. There 

are shorter routes.
Sir Cha rles  T u pper— I  com e to  the Act—  

th e law put on th e statute book by the lion, 
gentlem an him self— th e authority that th is  
Parliam ent gave him  to construct the  
Canadian Pacific Railway and what 
does . it   ̂ enact ? I t  says that on th is  
2,797 m iles, inclu d ing th e m ain lin e and 
branches, he got voted not j^y estim ate but 
by authority o f a statute to use $10,000 per 
m ile fo r th a t distance, w hich  is $27,970,000, 
and he go t authority to g iv e  20,000 acres o f  
land for every m ile  o f th at distance, whioh  
am ounted to  55,940,100 aores.

Hon. Mr. B lake— N ot on  every m ile.
Sir C h a r l e s  T u p p e r—-On every m ile, as the 

hon. gentlem an w ill see by  th e  A ct o f  1874,
Hon. Mr. B lake— I thought th e  contract 

for th e Georgian B a y  branch was not based  
on a land subsidy a t  all.

Sir Ch a rles T u p pe r— T h is  was M a .F o s -  
ter’s contract, w hich gave  20,000 o f  
land, and i f  th e land could not be g o Ä t  jn g  
th e line, it  was to be tak en  anywhere e lse in  
th e Dom inion.

H on. M r. M a c k e n e ie — W e do not ow n th e  
land there at all.

Sir C harles T upper— I t  had to be got in  
th e Northwest.

Hon. Mr. M ack en zie— T hat is  perfectly  
w ell known.

Sir Cha rles  T u pper— The contract m akes 
it  a doubtful question w hether it  could be 
obtained from th e province of Ontario or not. 
A t th at tim e th e hon. gentlem an had som e  
hopes o f  actin g  on th e  sense o f ju stice  o f th e  
province o f Ontario, and he m igh t have ob
tained som e land from them .

Hon. Mr. M a o k bn iie  — Form al application  
was made.

Sir C h a rles T u ppe r— Yes, but not success
fu lly  ; th at A ct a lso  provides for four per 
cent, on suoh add itional am ount as w ould  be 
required by th e  contractors in  order 
to build th e road. T he hon. gentle
man published h is  advertisem ent for six  
m onths w ith out g e ttin g  any response. Now, 
how shall we arrive at th e  am ount tb a t was 
to be paid, in  com parison w ith  th e  other con-_  
tract? There is  a very satisfactory mode. 
T he hon. gentlem an le t  th e contract for 85 
m iles, and although I  am  prepared to  adm it 
that that portion o f th e road is  m ore difficult 
of construction than a great deal o f th e Pa
cific Railway, s till th e  hon. gentlem an w ill 
not deny th at i t  is  a very fair average.

Mr. M ackenzie— I  do.
Sir C harles T o ppe r— Then, sir, I  have lo s t  

confidence in  th e  hon. gentlem an altogether, 
Has the hon. gentlem an forgotten that when  
the Foster contract was cancelled, and we  
stated th at he was not as w ise in le ttin g  th is  
contraot as he m igh t have been, he scouted  
the idea, and said there was no difficulty what
ever, and th at the contract was n o t abandoned  
for any such reason as was alleged.

Mr. M ackenzie— I  could on ly  state what 
the Engineers stated. r

Sir C h a rles T u ppe r— I  have no doubt, 
w hen th e hon. gentlem an made th at state
m ent, he believed  it  to  be th e truth. I f  the 
lion, gentlem an w ill look at the lin e north of 
Lake Superior and exam ine th e character o f  
a considerable portion o f it, and then  exa
m ine th e character o f  th e lin e  from th e can
yons o f th e  Fraser R iver or from th e foot o f  
the Rooky M ountains and thence to Kam 
loops, Em ory’s Bar and o n to  Burrard Inlet,
I th ink  he w ill agree that th e Georgian Bay 
hranoh is  a fair average o f th e w hole line. 
W hen th e  hon. gentlem an advertised he 
obtained a tender from Mr. M unson, o f Bos
ton, at four per cen t on $7,500, w t j e  the 
Foster tender was four per cen t on J te ,500 , 
and th e other tenders were vastly  beyond  
that sum. Mr. Foster becam e pos
sessed o f  th e low est tender—th at is, Mr. 
Munson’s ; a contract was made w ith  him , 
and th at contract I  have in  m y hand. You 
w ill find ih a t i t  provides for paying Mr. 
Foster $10,000 in  cash per m ile, 20,000 
acres o f land per m ile, and four per cent for 
25 years on $7,500. But I  m ust remind the  
House that after Mr. Foster had gone to  
N ew  York and exhausted every effort he  
could m ake in  England, he found h e  could  
not g e t a capitalist in  th e world to  invest a 
dollar in  h is contract; so that w hen I  take 
that contract as a fair average o f th e cost to  
be added to  th e am ount for w hich th e hon. 
gentlem an had authority from Parliam ent 
to  use, 1’ th in k  I have taken an average 
w hich every business m an w ill adm it is a 
moderate one. T he interest, at four per 
cent, on $7,500 is  $800 a year per ШІе, and 
adding that to  the am ount I  h a | |  stated, 
and on th e  2,977 m iles we have $Щ 977,500.

H on. Mr. B lake— W hy do you capitalize  
that sum  ?

Sir C h a s. T u pper— I  don’t  capitalize at all, 
but it  w ould have be paid in  m oney as 
th e other is  paid. Lt>t th e hon. gentlem an  
apply that princip le to  th is  $25.000,000 we 
are to pay th e Syndicate, and he w ill find 
th a t i t  m eans a very m uch le ss  sum too. The 
hon. gentlem an w ill find that by th e terms 
under w hich  Parliam ent in  1874 authorieed  
th e late G overnm ent to secure th e construc 
tion  of th e Pacific Railway, th e am ount to 
be paid in  cash was $48,947,500, w hich, with 
55,940,000 acres ot land at $1 per acre, would 
m ake $104,887,500 th e  low est am ount, as the  
hon. gentlem an m ust adm it, w hich could re- 
present accurately th e  am ount to be expend
ed upon th at schem e. »

I t being s ix  o ’clook th e  Speaker'^** t b a  
chair. T

A F T E R  К Е 0Е Э 8.
Sir C h a s. T u ppe r , resum ing, said w M r. 

Chairman, w hen th e recess took plaoe І  was 
dealing w ith  th e question o f th e  a m o w t  
that Parliam ent had placed a t th e  disposal 
o f m y hon. friend th e th en  leader of th* 
Govern ment for th e construction o f th e  Cana
dian Pacific Railway, and I  find, sir, that f, 
have made a s lig h t m istake, w hioh I  take the  
earliest opportunity of correcting. I  said 
the d istance from N ip issing  to  Burrard Ш  
was 2,627 m iles ; I  m ust add forty ЯМ*Ц
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