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I n  tlie  excitem en t of b a ttle  th e  fa ll of a 
com rade is  scarcely heeded, an d  h a lf a  com - 

. p an y  m igh t be wiped o u t an d  th e  o th e r ha lf 
fight on  w ithout th e  know ledge of it. I t  is  f 
only  a fte r th e  loud-m outhed  cannon  and  th e  
m urderous m u sk etry  have ceased th e ir  work 
th a t  th e  hideous face of w ar shows itse lf to 
m ake m en shudder and  tu rn  awajr. Soldiers 
who have n o t gone over a  battle-fie ld  or been 
one of a  bu ria l p a rty  have m issed  h a lf th e  
grim ness a n d  aw fulness of war.

A fter G ettysburg , one of th e  U n io n  bu ria l 
parties buried  e igh ty  F ed era l soldiers in  one 
tren ch . T hey were a ll from  a  New York reg i­
m en t, and  a ll seem ingly  fell dead a t one vol- 

v ley. T hey  w ere a lm ost in  line , tak in g  up b u t 
Jittle  m ore room  th a n  live m en. All were 
phot above tho  h ip s , and  n o t one of them  
h a d  lived ten  m in u tes  a fte r being h it.  H ere 
lay  w ha t was th e n  a  full com pany of m en, 
w iped o u t by one single volley as th e y  ad ­
vanced to the  charge. Som e had  th e ir  
m u sk ets  so tig h tly  grasped th a t  i t  took  th e  
fu ll s tren g th  of a m an  to w rest th e m  away. 
O thers died w ith  a rm s o u ts tre tch ed , and  
o the rs  ye t had  th e ir  h an d s  clasped over th e ir  
heads, and  a never-to-be fo rgo tten  expression  
on th e ir  w hite  faces.

A t F a ir  Oaks, th e  T h ird  M ichigan had  its  
first real bap tism  of fire. T h e  boys had  been 
h e ld  back on  o th e r occasions, an d  now w hen 
given opportun ity  th ey  w ent for th e  enem y 
posted in  th e  edge of th e  woods on tho  double- 
quick, and  w ith  yells and  cheers. A p a r t  of 
th e  reg im ent had  to swing across a  glade, 
an d  w hile so doing lo s t fiftjr o r s ix ty  m en  in  
th e  Bpace of six ty  seconds. One com pany 
lo s t tw en ty  m en  w ho w ent down toge the r in  
one spot and  scarcely m oved a  lim b afte r 
falling. D etails  of five m en were m ade from  
each  com pany to  advance as sharp -shoo ters, 
and  of these  fifty m en  who p lunged in to  the  
woods as a  sk irm ish  line  only six cam e ou t 
alive, and  every one of th ese  was wounded 
from  one to  th ree  tim es.

A t Cold H arbo r a  shell exploded in  a n  Ohio 
reg im ent advancing  against a  b a tte ry , and 
sixteen m en  were wiped ou t in  an  in s ta n t. Of 
these  n ine  were blown to  fragm en ts  and  the  
o th e is  horrib ly  m u tila ted . T he  b a tte ry  was 
tir ing  th ir ty  or forty  shells  per m inu te , and 
th i3w as th e  work of a  single one. One d is ­
charge of g rape in vth is  sam e figh t killed  fou r­
teen  m en  in  a  M ichigan reg im ent, and  a  New 
York reg im ent w hich w ent in  w ith  703 m en 
in  lin e  cam e o u t w ith  on ly  300. O n one acre 
of g round  th e  buria l p a rty  found over 700 
dead m en . In  a  b it of woods w here the  
b a ttle  lines had  clashed m ore th a n  2,000 
dead were found in  a  space no w ider th a n  a 
square in  a  c ity  an d  no  m ore th a n  th ree  tim es 
as long.

A t th e  b a ttle  of Savage S ta tion , du ring  Mc­
C lellan’s change of base, a  solid sho t fired 
from  a  F edera l field-piece in to  th e  head  of an  
in fan try  colum n m arch ing  by fours, killed 
tw enty-one m en  an d  a  horso  before its  p ro ­
gress was checked. T ho f irs t ten  m en  were 
reduced to  bloody pu lp , and  th e  o thers  
c rushed  and  bru ised  to d eath . A t th is  sam e 
b a ttle  a  rebel shell explodod u n d er a  F ederal 

^ u n  an d  killed fou r artille rym en , d ism ounted  
/fche gun, wounded two m en , an d  th e  b u tt of 

' i t  flew off a t a  ta n g e n t and  killed a  second 
lie u te n an t of in fa n try  who w as eigh ty  rods 
ay ay .

A t Fredericksburg , as th e  U nion  in fan try  
m arched  in  solid m asses up  th e  valley be ­
yond the  tow n, th e  Confederates opened fire 
from  beh ind  a  stone wall. T h e  fighting  along 
th is  line  w as over in  te n  m inu tes, an d  5,000 
F ederals  lay dead  w ith in  reach  of each  other.
A shell from  a  gun  on th e  h ill exploded in 
th e  m idst of som e New H am p sh ire  troops and 
killed  a  sergean t, a corporal and  twelve p r i­
vates and  w ounded six o thers. Before the  
U nion  troops crossed th e  river, an d  while 
shelling  th e  tow n, a shell s tru ck  a  house a n d  !

P e rh ap s  the  m ost destructive  work m ade by 
a  shell am ong troops occurred a  few m iles fee- 
low V icksburg. A F edera l gunboat was fired 
upon by ligh t a rtille ry  from  th e  ban k , posted 
in  p la in  view. T here  were tw o six-pounders 
w orking close toge ther, a n d  each h a d  fired a 
sh o t w hen th e  gunboat opened w ith  a  sixty- 
four-pounder. T h e  shell s tru ck  betw een the  
guns  an d  exploded. T he  guns were th row n 
h ig h  in  a ir and  cam e dow n a  wreck. T he 
e igh teen  m en  a round  th em  were a ll killed o u t­
rig h t, and  fifteen o th e rs  who h a d  been lying 
u n d er cover ru sh ed  up  ju s t  as  th e  caisson ex­
ploded. Of th e  fifteen eleven were killed out- 
lig h t, th ree  w ounded, and  one escaped u n h u rt, 
b u t so dazed th a t  he  sa t dow n an d  w aited 
to  be cap tu red  by a  boat which pulled  ashore. 
Two of th e  w ounded died th e  n ex t day, leav 
ing  only two m en  alive of th e  th ir ty -th re e  
who h ad  com posed th e  b a tta lio n . N othing  
was left of th e  gun-carriages b u t Bplinters, 
and  th e  guns them selves were te rrib ly  b a t­
te red . T he only  rem ains  of ih e  caisson th a t 
could be found was th e  hu b  o Jo n e  w heel filled 
w ith  broken  spokes. M ost of th e  dead  had  
been blow n to  fragm en ts, and  tho  bushes were 
covered w ith  sh reds of flesh. W h en  th e  
cai sson exploded th e  h ead  of one of th e  vic­
tim s was blown h igh  in  a ir, a n d  fell in to  th e  
w ater w ith in  a  few yards of th e  gunboat.
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THE WRECKED VEU  CRUZ.

Statement of One of the 'Rescued 
Passengers.

DESCRIPTION OF THE STEAMER

F O O T I N G  A C I1 IN  .A ill A IN’

A n d  t h e n  S a d ly  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  l l ic  t l i i n n -  
m n n  h a d  F o o le d  H i m .

F r o m  t h e  N o w  O r l e a n s  P i c a y u n e .
A p lum p  little  C elestial, liis  a lm ond eyes 

tw ink ling  w ith deligh t and  an  ex trao rd inary  
}g rin  ligh ting  up  h is  yellow countenance, drop- 

*  ped in  to  w itness th e  lo tte ry  draw ing th e  o ther 
day.

H e w atched th e  b lindfolded boys draw  th e  
num b ers  from  th e  wheel w ith  ap p aren t in te r ­
e st, and  bore th e  jokes of th e  crowd around  
w ith  ev iden t good n a tu re .

‘•Say, J o h n ,y o u  wushee th a t  m a n ’s s h ir te e ?” 
asked one of th e  crow d, poin ting  out to 
one of th e  benevolent looking com m ission­
ers.

“ I  w ashee hcapee p len ty  sh irtee  if I  winee 
p lize ,”  replied th e  bland M ongolian.

“ H ave you got a ticke t, J o h n  ?” in qu ired  the 
m an  in  th e  crowd.

“ W ell, m e tlikee m e habee,”  replied  th e  
C h inam an , draw ing one from  h is  pocket. 
“ Tlickee w in ? ’ he  inqu ired .

T he m an  in  th e  crowd looked a t  the  n um ber, 
and  scann ing  h is  lis t, found  th a t  i t  h ad  come 
in  for a  $500 prize.

“ W ell, J o h n ,” replied  th e  m an  in  the  
crowd, very innocen tly , “  I  th in k  yo u ’ve 
lo s t.”

•‘C hinee m an  losee allee tim e ,” said  the  
subject of th e  Flow ery  E m p ire , “ gotee no 
luckee, gless tlow  tickee aw ay.”

“ You needn ’t  do th a t ,  J o h n ,” sa id  th e  m an , 
w ith  a  p a tron iz ing  a ir. “ I ’ll give you a  dim e 
for i t .”

“ Dlim e too  lillee. G lim m e a  do llar,”  said  
th e  Celestial.

“ A do lla r’s too m uch  for a  ticket th a t  c an ’t 
win. W e’ll sp lit th e  difference and  call it 
ha lf a dollar, eh  ?” said  J o h n ’s k ind  in for­
m an t.

“ Chinee m an  glo ttee no  luckee ; M elican 
m an  takee allee m lonee. T akee th e  tlickee 
and  glim m e flo1 b i t t e e a n d  J o h n  
passed over th e  ticke t in  exchange for th e  
m oney.

W hen th e  M ongolian’s g rinn ing  fea tu res 
had  d isappeared th e  m a n  chuckled and  re ­
m arked  th a t  he h a d  “ got h e r th is  tim e .”

“ L e t’s see th e  tick e t,”  sa id  one of h is  
friends.

T h e  m an  w ho had  m ade th e  lucky in v est­
m e n t han d ed  th e  ticket over, w hen h is  friend  
exclaim ed :

“ W hy, G eorge .it was d raw n  la s t Ju n e  1”
“ Is  th a t  s o ? ” asked th e  m a n , d u m b ­

founded, th e  revelation  th a t  he  had  beeu 
duped daw ning upon h im . “ W here is th a t  
lying rasca l of a  hea th en  C hinee who p u t up  
th is  job  on m e ?” «

—T h e  nu m b er of brides who have v isited 
N iagara  F a lls  th is  year is 428, an d  a ll b u t 
one tried  to look as if they  h ad  been wives 
or years.

— M ushk-i-A lum , i t  is  said, is  preaching in 
behalf of th e  Afghanp. T h ings m u s t be in  a 
p re tty  pucker thereaw ay now  th a t  A lm a h a s  
com e to  th e  rescue.

— A n ag ricu ltu ra l paper, in  a  discussion, 
says : “  W h a t is a  corner in  pork, anyw ay ?” 
W ell, th e  m a n  who pickles th e  ham s. I s n ’t 
he a comer in p e rk  ?

St . Au gu stin e , F la . ,  Sept. 3 .—T here  is 
little  d oub t th a t  th e  s team er C ity  of V era 
C ruz, of th e  M exican L in e , w hich sailed from  
New Y ork on  th e  2 5 th  of A ugust for H a v an a  
and  V era C ruz, w en t down in  th e  recen t h u r ­
ricane. P o rtio n s  of th e  m a il carried  by  th e  
ill-fa ted  vessel were w ashed asho re  som e m iles 
sou th  of th is  city. One m ail bag con ta ined  
le tte rs  fo r C uba an d  M exico which h a d  been 
posted  in  P aris . A n o th e r lo t was found b e a r­
ing  th e  post m ark , New York, Aug. 25. T his 
ind icated  th a t  th e  lo s t vessel wras a  m ail 
s team er b*>und fo r so u th e rn  po rts , an d  th e  
su rm ise  was th a t  i t  m u s t have been th e  C ity of 
Vera C ruz, as she  le ft New Y ork on  th e  day 
la s t m en tioned . T h e  suspicion  was con­
firm ed by th e  discovery of several b ills of lad ­
in g  of th e  C ity  of V era C ruz. 
On S a tu rd ay  a  la rge  s team er, supposed to  
have been th e  V era  C ru z , passed  th e  b iig  
C aroline E d d y  abou t s ix ty  m iles from  th e  
coast of S t. A ugustine . T h is  b rig  was soon 
a fte r s truck  by th e  h u rr ican e  a n d  wrecked 
d rifting  o n  th e  beach n e a r  w here th e  lost 
le tte rs  w ere discovered. T h e  C ity of V era 
C ruz m u s t have been s tru ck  by th e  h u rr ican e  
and  p robab ly  foundered  on  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t or 
S unday  m o rn in g . T h e  bodies of a  lady  and  
little  ch ild  have been found  on  shore. T h is  
m akes five bodies recovered, th e  th ree  o thers  
being th e  corpses of u nknow n  m en , two of 
whom  are  th o u g h t to  be passengers and  th e  
o th e r a  sailor. T h e  shore  fo r fo rty  m iles 
sou th  of th is  place w as strew n w ith  th e  cargo 
of th e  s team er. A tru n k  w as found  m arked  
“  H e rn a n d ez .”  T h is  corresponds w ith 
th e  n am e  of th e  lady on  th e  
p assenger  ̂ lis t of th e  V era C ruz. 
T h e  New York agen ts  of th e  H av an a  L in e  
say  th e  cargo of th e  V era C ruz was valued  a t  
$50,000. T h e  te leg raph  w ires to  H av an a  are 
no t open an d  th e  agen t know s n o th in g  about 
th e  reported  d isaste r. H e is  inc lined  to  d is­
believe th e  s team er is lo s t. S h e  is a  wooden 
vessel of 1,800 tons and  w as b u ilt in  1874. 
T h e  passenger lis t is  as lollow s : Adolfe 
B osque, E u fen tas  F ilip  H ern an d ez  ; R afael 
A rrue, Jo h n  F led u ll, W alte r JBetchie, J .  A. 
G arcia, M rs. J .  A. G arc ia , J . R avensburg , 
J o h n  G om bay, A rodignez M artinez, I I . 
G lashof, M rs. Sadie F ay , A. K. Owen, T . 
M am er, M iss E . B u rn s , M rs. R . A rrue, M rs. 
A. C lark, Geo. W . Cole, E . L ittlefie ld , O. P . 
Siloa, M rs. F . H ern an d ez , M. W elsh , M rs. M. 
W elsh  and  child , Alex. W allendge an d  son, 
M iss T . R ubio.

St . Au gustine , F la ., Sept. 4 .— T h e  steam er 
C ity of V era C ruz foundered  a t  5.30 on  S u n ­
day m orning . Of 70 persons aboard  only  13 
are know n to  h ave  been saved. O n S a tu rd ay  
afternoon th e  s team er encoun tered  a  s trong  
gale, w hich soon increased  in  fu ry , an d  th e  
V era C ruz labored  heavily  for som e h ou rs . I t  
was found necessary  a t  i l  o’clock
on S unday  m orn ing  to  Ih ro w  out
drag  to  keep h e r  h ead  abou t. T he
gale h ad  now  grow n to  a  h u rr ican e . I m ­
m en se  waves began  b reak ing  over th e  
doom ed s team er u n til  h e r  deck was finally  
swept clear, even th e  rigg ing  being  to rn . 
T h e  drag  ceased to  fulfil its  func tions. T h e  
seas deluged th e  decks an d  soon reached  th e  
furnaces a n d  ex tingu ished  th e  fires, th e  
ha tches having  been to rn  from  th e ir  fa s ten ­
ings. T he fires being out th e  eng ines soon 
stopped, and  tho  V era C ruz lay  a t th e  m ercy  
of th e  sto rm . N ot even th e  donkey pum p
could be worked to  relieve th e  vessel of th e  
w ater she was rap id ly  m ak ing  in  h e r  ho ld . 
Capt. V an Sice ordered  th e  m en  to  throw  
overboard th e  deck load, b u t th e  sea  was 
oo heavy. Several m en  were carried  off 
h e ir  feet and  m any  w ashed overboard. 

Capt. V an Sice and  officers acted  courageously 
b u t th ey  were one by one w ashed  overboard. 
T he  Capt. perished  fully a n  h o u r before th e  
vessel succum bed, an d  as nearly  all h an d s  
were lost th e  few rem ain ing  alive took life p re ­
servers, and  as every boat an d  life ra f t  w as 
stcve in , th e  sailors and  passengers seized th e  
fragm ents, spars, s tate-room  doors o r o ther 
moveable artic les  and  aw aited tjie  end . T he 
vessel was abou t th ir ty  m ile^o ff th e  shore. 
W ith  one aw ful lu rch  th e  s team er suddenly  

ik, th e  sw irl carry ing  down m an y  of th e  
living. T he  13 survivors a re  all m e n —3 p a s­
sengers, 8 deck han d s, 1 eng ineer an d  1 oiler. 
T hey were a ll in  th e  w ater buffeted fo r from  
•24 to  26 hours. N o doubt b u t fo r th is  ordeal 
m any  m ore w ould  have been saved. I  
was only  able to  ob ta in  th e  nam es of two 
survivors, b o th  sailors, M ason T albo t and  
Jam es Kelly, th e  firs t a  na tive  of E n g lan d  
and  th e  o th e r  of New Y ork. One of th e  p a s­
sengers saved was a young m a n , b u t s ta tes  
th a t  he  does n o t wish h is  nam e sen t fo r p u b ­
lication , b u t th a t  he was a  com panion of G en­
eral T orbert. T he  bodies of th e  vic tim s cam e 

shore  th ir ty  m iles so u th  of th is  place. 
Am ong them  w as th a t  of T orbert. H is  body 
was placed in  a cask an d  b u ried  W ednesday. 
T he bodies of tw o steerage passengers were 
found. T h e  bodies of th re e  fem ales were re ­
covered from  th e  waves, and  four m en , p ro b a ­
bly  sailors.

T h e  schooner Ada J .  S im on ton  of R ock­
land , from  Pensacola  to B oston , w en t ashore  
n e a r  M osquito In le t. All w ere saved. A 
bark , nam e unknow n, w ent ashore a t th e  

sam e place. All were saved.

N ew'  York, Sept. 4 .—T he following te le ­
gram  was received by tb e  B oard  of U n d e r­
w riters to -d a y : T h e  steam sh ip  C ity  of V era 
Cruz foundered a t sea  on S unday  a t 6 a . m. 
C ap tain  l o s t ; all h an d s  w ent down w ith  the  
v e sse l; only 3 passengers an d  8 of th e  crew 
saved. T be  crew are  now  in  Jacksonville , in  
d istress, w aiting  for ass is tance  from  the  
owners.

s e v e r i t y  o v  t h e  s to rm .

N ew  Y o rk , Sept. 4 .—T h e  s team er New 
O rleans, of th e  C rom well L ine, w as also 
caugh t in  th is  sam e cyclone off th e  coast off 
F lo rida , and  i t  is a t  p resen t ly ing  a t  p ier No. 
9, N orth  River. C arpen ters and  shipbuilders 
are busy  a t work repa iring  th e  sh ip ’s sides 
an d  bulw arks, w hich had  been te rrib ly  dam ­
aged by th e  sto rm . M ore th a n  h a lf th e  life­
boats had  been swept away, as well as  some 
of th e  cabins a n d  jeck  houses. T h e  first 
m ate , Mr. R obinson, an  old sea-fearing m an, 
was questioned respecting  th e  s to rm . “  T he 
cyclone begun  la s t S a tu rday  a t about 2 
o’clock in  th e  afte rnoon ,” he  said , “  and  long 
as I  have been  a t  sea I  have never w itnessed 
an y th in g  to  equal it. W e were in s igh t of 
th e  F lo rida  coast a t th e  tim e, b u t soon e n ­
tered  in to  th e  G ulf S tream , w hich rung  a t  a 
no rth easte rly  d irection  a t  th a t  p o in t and  is 
th u s  of g rea t service to  S o u th e rn  v o x e ls  
bound  for New Y ork and Boston. 
T h e  V era C ruz hav ing  on the other 
h an d  left New York la st W ednes­
day week, Bhe probably  sighted St. A ugus­
tin e , on  th e  F lo rida  coast, a t abou t th e  sam e 
tim e as we. B u t as vessels bound sou th  are, 
to  avoid th e  G ulf S tream , forced to  keep very 
n e a r  land , when a cyclone takes place th ey  
becom e exposed to  fa r g rea te r danger th a n  
vessels in  th e  open sea.

“  T h e  heavy clouds w hich begaq_ to  over­
shadow  th e  horizon  early  S a tu rday  m orn ing  
w ere sure  fo rerunners  of a  com ing sto rm , b u t 
n o t u n til th e  afternoon  had  i t  become evident

1 th a t  a  cyclone was upon  u s . All th e  o rd inary  
p recau tions w ere tak en  by th e  cap tain , b u t 
p repared  as we were tojeope w ith th e  e lem ents 
we little  th o u g h t w h a t w as in  Btore for us. 
T h e  to ssing  of th e  vessel becam e stronger 
and  s tronger every m inu te , and  huge waves 
broke w ith  violence against th e  bulw arks and  
h u rr ican e  decks. As th e  tem pest increased 
in  fu ry  th e  a tm osphere  w as filled w ith  
a  th ick  m ist, m ak ing  b rea th ing  diffi­
cu lt. A little  before th e  sto rm  we 
h a d  seen  several vessels w ith in  a  few 
m iles of us, b u t now  n o t a  vestige of th em  
w as visible. N oth ing  b u t th e  h eavy fogs m et 
our gaze, and  no th in g  b u t th e  how ling of th e  
circular-sw eeping w inds and  th e  noise of the  
b reakers reached ou r ears. E very  m an  of 
th e  crow—th ir ty -th ree  in  nu m b er— was m ean ­
while a t h is  post, a n d  a lth o u g h  d ea th  seem ed 
im m in en t, cheered by th o  C ap ta in ’s voice, 
none  of us fa ltered . Tow ard th e  evening a  
sad  in c id en t occurred. An enorm ous wave 
sm ashed  in to  th e  p ilo t house au d  broke down 
th e  w heel gear. One of ou r best m en , Ju liu s  
Joh n so n , ru shed  to  a d ju s t i t  again , wrhen  
an o th e r wave no  less vio lent th a n  th e  first 
sw ept h im  overboard. H e was seen no  m ore. 
T he  approach of n ig h t did n o t d im in ish  th e  
fu ry  of th e  h u rr ic a n e ; indeed th e  ho rro r of 
ou r s ituation  w as only en  hance  1 by  tho 
darkness  w hich enveloped us. One a fte r th e  
o th e r th e  boats w ere je rked  o u t of th e ir  f it­
tings  and  washed overboard. T h e  bulw arks 
were sm ashed  in to  a tom s au d  th e  cook’s 
house w as broken away. T he sea a t  som e 
m om ents was as h igh  as th e  top  of th e  sm oke 
stack  and  we feared every m om en t th a t  th e  
m ach inery  would be overflooded and  p u t out 
of order. T h e  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t we passed was 
as ho rrib le  a  tim e  as I  ever h ad , and  we all 
th an k e d  God w hen Sunday m orn ing  s ligh tly  
calm ed th e  rag ing  of th e  elem ents.

“  If  th e  V era C ruz h a s  succum bed to  th is  
cyclone, w hich is m ore th a n  probable, I  hard ly  
th in k  a  soul on board  will have been  saved. 
T h e  vessel m u s t have been wrecked betw een 
S t. A ugustine and  Cape C anaveral, a  very 
dangerous coast, consisting  of sand  banks 
and  reefs. Besides th is , th e  violence of th e  
s to rm  probably m ade th e  use of th e  life-boats 
im possible. C ap tain  V an  Sice is an  excellent 
seam an  and  I  know h im  well, b u t all h is  
science would be th row n  away in  a  cyclone 
such as those  w hich pass over th e  W est In d ia  
Is la n d s .”

description  op th e  steam ship.
Tiie City of V era C ruz was b u ilt in  1874 by 

J .  E ng lis  & Son, a t G reenpoint, L . I . ,  for 
th e  F . A lexandre & S on’s L ine, and  was em ­
ployed in  th e  tra d e  betw een th is  c ity  and  
H av an a  and  Mexico. She was a  w ooden ves­
sel, 287 feet in  leng th , 37 feet beam , 26 deep 
an d  h ad  a  d rau g h t of 19 feet of w ater. H er 
to n n ag e  was 1,874 tons. S he was b rig an ­
tin e  rigged, h ad  two m asts, one sm oke stack, 
and  was propelled  by a  screw 15 feet 6 inches 
in  d iam eter w ith  a  p itch  of 23 feet. She had  
th re e  decks ; h e r  tim bers w ere of w hite oak, 
ch es tn u t and  hickory. Two cylinder engines 
supplied  th e  m otive pow er. T he  vessel w as 
s treng thened  by iron  s tripes and  was consid­
ered one of th e  s tau n ch est in  th e  line . T he  
cab ins of th e  vessels w ere finely fin ished and  
com fortably  fu rn ished  ; electric  bells were 
provided for com m unication  betw een th e  d if­
fe ren t d ep artm en ts . T he  m ail room  was 
n ex t to  th a t  of th e  purser, n e a r  the  
cen tre  of th e  sh ip . T here  were e igh t life ­
boats in  a ll—four on  th e  p o rt side and  four 
on th e  starboard  side. T he  place w here th e  
baggage was sto red  w as about m idships.

T h e  following are th e  chief officers of tho  
v e ss e l: E dw ard  V an Sice, c a p ta in ; F . M 
H arris , m a te  ; B . N issen , second m a te ; S ila. 
E . W hitney , pu rse r ; H . M uller, carp en ter ; 
O. B randenburg , q u a rte rm as te r ; W . O’N eil, 
q u a rte rm a s te r ; W . M iller, chief engineerj; E . 
B rooks, f irs t a ss is tan t en g in eer; A. F .  
Loom is, s tew a rd ; J . Sclioen, second steward.

T he cargo of th e  C ity  of V era C ruz was 
valued a t from  $100,000 to  $150,000. T h is  is 
a  sm aller cargo th a n  she usually  carries. 
F ro m  th e  in fo rm ation  th a t  can be obtained i t  
is in su red  for abou t 70 per cen t, of its  value, 
bu t th e  in su rance  is so divided th a t  no  one 
com pany will b s  a  heavy  loser. T he cargo 
consisted  m ain ly  of sm all sh ipm en ts of 
asso rted  m erchandise . A considerable po r­
tio n  of i t  was consigned to H avana, a n d  th e  
rem ain d er to  th e  M exican ports .

a passenger’s statement.
J acksonville, F la., Sep. 4 .— Tho s team er 

W ater L ily , from  S t. A ugustine, arrived  yes­
te rday , h av ing  on  board  A. K. Owen, civil 
engineer, an d  fou r seam en, th e  surv ivors of 
th e  s team er C ity of V era C ruz. F rom  Owen’s 
s ta tem en t i t  appears th a t  th e  s tevedores’ work 
was n o t well done, and  w hen th e  gale grew  fu ­
rio u s  th e  sh ip  had  a  decided list. T he  officers 
and  crew com prised 51 persons. T here  were 
31 cabin passengers, m ak in g  82 souls on 
board, 11 of th o se  on  board  only are know n 
to  have been saved. T h e  V era C ruz left 
New Y ork a t 4 o ’clock on  W ednesday, the  
25 u lt. T h e  cold wave of W ednesday, w ith 
ra in , con tinued  w ith  a  b risk  w ind from  th e  
n o rth -ea s t on  T h u rsd ay  and  F rid ay , b u t i t  
calm ed down a t  m idn igh t. T he  sh ip  lis ted  all 
th e  way, and  a t  m eals i t  was difficult to  
keep the  dishes on  th e  table. T he w eather 
w as cloudy w ith freq u en t ra in . A t 1 o’clock 
p .m ., Sa tu rday , th e  cap ta in  w as h eard  to  re ­
m a rk  to  H arris , th e  first o fficer: “ I  notice 
th e  barom eter is  fa lling  ra p id ly ; we are  going 
to  have a  h u rr ican e .” O rders were given to 
throw  overboard barre ls  of oil and  cases on 
deck. T he  real b la s t of th e  cyclone s truck  us 
on  th e  p o rt bow abou t 25 m in u te s  to  2 p .m . 
on  S a tu rday  an d  lis ted  th e  sh ip  a lm ost on 
beam  ends. D uring  th e  gale th ree  skylights 
in  th e  m ain  saloon were carried  aw ay, an d  
th e  waves poured  considerable w ater in to  th e  
saloon and  sto re  room s, se tting  all ad rift. 
A t 2 p .m . th e  sh ip  took a  heavy sea, and  th e  
w ater p u t th e  fires o u t im m ediately , stopping 
th e  engines. A donkey engine was th en
sta r ted  and  was going w hen th e  sh ip  sank . 
T he pu rse r cam e hu rried ly  below, and  said  
th e  cap ta in  h ad  sen t h im  to  tell th e  p a s ­
sengers to  come to assist th e  crew or th e  
vessel would go down. W e im m ediate ly  got 
up . I  w ent to  th e  deck an d  to  th e  floor of 
th e  eng ine  room , an d  assisted  th e  passengers 
w ith  buckets for a n  hour. C ap tain  V an Sice 
was in  th e  line  n ear th e  top, passing  w ater, 
w hile I  w as there . I t  was no  use, as
th e  sea was con tinually  breaking  over the  
vessel a n d  com ing dow n in  large q uan titie s  
betw een decks. A fter th is  n o th in g  rem ained  
b u t to  ge t th e  life-preservers on th e  wom en. I 
T here  w as no  excitem ent on board ; even the  | 
ch ild ren  were qu ie t a n d  reasonable. E ach  j 
assisted  th e  o th e r in  a rrang ing  th e  life-pr9- j 
servers. T he s to rm  by th is  tim e was m ost j 
terrific , a n d  the  sh ip  lis ted  to  her beam  ends j 
a t  every wave. T h e  sto rm  was so th ick  we j 
could n o t see a  h u n d red  yards ahead, an d  !
th e  ro a r of th e  w ind and  beating  of th e  ra in  I
w as like th e  ra ttle  of m usketry . A t twelve I 
m in u tes  p ast 4 a .m . th e  sea  broke in to  th e  j 
enginre-room  an d  th ro u g h  th e  saloon, m ak ing  j 
a  c rash  like a  b a tte ry  of a rtille ry , s trik ing  
te rro r fo r a n  in s ta n t in to  everyone, a n d  dash- 1 
ing  th e  saloon passengers, taW es, doers and  ■ 
loose fu rn itu re  toge ther in to  th e  w a ter knee- ! 
deep. T he  passengers now crowded in to  th e  j 
ha ll a t  th e  top of th e  saloon steps and  said 
farew ell to  each  o ther. W e ad justed  th e ir  
life-preservers and  extended sym pathy  one to 
ano ther. N ever before, perhaps, was th e re  a 
set of passengers so qu ie t and  unexcited 
u n d er c ircum stances so appalling. Alex. 
W allendge b rought a  little  boy to  m e and  
s a id : “ Owen, I  will give you a  thousand  
dollars in  gold if  you will tak e  m y son and  
ge t h im  to lan d .”  I  said “  N o.”  I  did not 
expect to live five m in u tes  a fte r th e  ship 
w en t dow n. I  to ld  h im  it  would be a  m ercy

to  h im se lf and  h is  son to  go down as quick 
as possible. I  told h im  I  could see no th ing  to 
hope fo r in  a  s to rm  like  th is . M iss Sadie 
F ay  asked m e in  h e r  sw eetest m an n er to  take  
care  of h e r, b u t I  said  to  h e r  and  to  o thers 
th a t  th e re  was no th in g  to  be done b u t to 
s tick  to  th e  sh ip  u n til we w ere w ashed from  
h e r, a n d  th e n  to  c ling  to  th e  fragm ents as 
long  as possible. T h is  p lan  was carried  out 
by every passenger. T h e  c ap ta in  was seen 
ju s t  before a  sea sm ashed in  th e  p o rt side of 
th e  upper decks, a t  12 m in u tes  p ast A a .m ., 
b u t w he ther ho got excited and  jum ped  over­
board  o r was swept aw ay is n o t know n to  any  
of us. T h e  firs t officer, second m a te  and  one 
o r tw o of th e  crow took to  th e  s tarboard  bow 
boat, and  were k illed before th e  boat could be 
go t free. M iller an d  h is  engineers stood by 
th e  sh ip  u n ti l  she sank. T he quarte rm aster, 
W illiam  O’N eil, and  a  sailor stood a t  th a  
wheel u n til th e  sh ip  sank . T h e  c ap tain  n ever 
cam e n e a r  th e  passengers du ring  th e  sto rm , 
n o r d id  he  send  to  inquire  in to  th e ir  cond i­
tion , an d  i t  m ay  be sincerely hoped th a t  no  
o th e r passengers m ay be le ft to  so though tless  
an d  ind iffe ren t a  m an . I t  was six o’clock 
w hen tfye sh ip  w ent uown, b reak ing  in  the  
m iddle. T housands of pieces of wreckage 
were c lashing  toge ther in  th e  water, and  five 
m in u tes  a fte r th e  sh ip  w en t to  pieces m en, 
wom en, ch ild ren , horses, cats and  ra ts  were 
m ixed in rth e  trough , an d  over th is  m ass {he 
waves w ere fifty feet h igh , in  peaks like sugar 
loaves. W hen  • we w ent up  on 
one, i t  was n o t to  go down 
on  th e  o th e r side, bu t to  be 
tu rn e d  over a t th e  top  and  sen t ro lling  
th ro u g h  th e  a ir  to  th e  opposite one back and  
fo rth . T h is  la sted  two or th ree  hours, after 
w hich th e  waves took a  m ore n a tu ra l charac­
te r  an d  cam e in  swelling ridges. G eneral 
T o rbett was picked up  by C harles S m ith , one 
of the  crew, fifteen m inu tes  a fte r th o  ship 
san k . H e  was th e n  weak a n d  could crawl on 
fragm en ts of th e  w reck only w ith  assistance 
when th e  fragm en t ou  w hich he  was tu rn ed  
over. A m inu te  la te r S m ith  cam e u p  on 
th e  o th e r  piece and  never saw th e  G eneral 
again  alive. T he w ind w as so terrific  th a t 
w hen a  p lank , ra ft, box or tru n k  would reach 
th e  top  of th e  wave i t  w as w hirled  th ro u g h  
th e  a ir w ith  a  force te rrib le  to  behold. Am ong 
th e  liv ing  or dying I  never passed  a  person 
who was no t bleeding  from  som e w ound in ­
flicted by passing  fragm ents, and  half were 
dead an d  dying fifteen m in u tes  a fte r th ey  took 
to  th e  waves. I t  was m ost appalling to 
see hero ic w om en strugg ling  ag a in st th e  
tim b ers  a n d  waves. I  stood by th e  m ain  
m ast t i l l  th e  w a ter ru sh ed  in  over tho  h u r ­
ricane  deck. I  th e n  clim bed up  th e  rigging 
twenty-five feet an d  was w ashed off by th e  
waves. In  an  in s ta n t a fte r th e  fragm ents of 
th e  wreck w ere p iled  on and  over m e. I  was 
stu n n ed  by a blow across th e  head as I  c lim bed 
firs t upon one th in g  and th en  on ano th e r 
for h a lf an  hou r. I  ru sh ed  up  one m o u n ta in  of 
w ater th e n  dow n an o th e r u n til finally  I  caugh t 
hold of a  piece of the  sh ip  2 1  feet long. T his 
was p a rt of th e  side of th e  d in ing  saloon. 
T h rough  one window w as th e  head  and  
shoulders of a  m an , T hom as Gram bool. H e 
asked m e to  b reak  th e  fram e, b u t as th a t  was 
im possib le I  shoved h im  dow n and  he  cam e 
up  th ro u g h  th e  nex t opening. W e now  threw  
off ou r life preservers and  stuck  to  th e  wreck 
th ro u g h  th ick  and  th in  for 24 hou rs. D uring  
th a t  tim e  we were a t least tw o-th irds of i t  u n ­
der w ater in  th e  n ig h t. W e were bo th  com ­
plete ly  b lind  from  th e  salt deposited in  our 
eyes. W hen we s truck  th e  su rf a t  four 
o ’clock a. m . o n  M onday o u r ra f t w ent to 
pieces an d  we w ere tu rn ed  over six  tim es be ­
fore com ing to  th e  surface* ,W e were landed 
a t B atefu rh ’s fa rm , n ea r A lcona, 60 m iles 
sou th  of S t. A ugustine and  12 m iles n o rth  of 
M osquito In le t. C has. S m ith , J .  H . Kelly 
and  M ason T albo t, of th e  crew, landed  near 
u s  w ith in  five m in u te s  of each  o ther. C harles 
B radenbury  and  Jo h n  G reenfield, of th e  
crew, landed  a t M osquito In le t. Tw enty  
o th e rs  of th e  crew and  two passengers a re  a t 
Syrna, sou th  of th e  in le t. T h e ir nam es we 
were unable to  learn . N one of th e  ladies 
were saved, and  b u t th reo  passengers and  
e ig h t of th e  crew are know n to  have been 
saved ou t of eighty-two.

A LONDON MAN ON BOARD.
L ondon, Sept. 4 .— M r. Jn o .G o u rlay , o f th is  

city , was one of th e  ill-fa ted  passengers on  
th e  C uban steam er V era C ruz, an d  was u n ­
doubtedly drow ned. M r. Gour-lay le ft here  on 
th e  22nd of A ugust an d  sailed from  New York 
on  the  25 th  fo r Re m ad ice, C uba, 300 m iles 
from  H avana, w here he  h a s  been on a  sugar 
esta te  for tlie  past .eighteen years.

W B 1 £ K E  T H K  L O S S  W A S .

A young m a n  who belonged to  an  excur­
sion party  v isiting  D etro it la st week, called a t 
th e  C ity H a ll to  m ake com plain t to  th e  Chief 
of Police th a t  he  had  been robbed of h is  
w atch.

“ W h at so rt of a  w atch w as i t  ?”  inqu ired  
th e  Chief.

“ W ell, i t  was a  k inder old-fashioned, bu t 
i t  kep t th e  s tra ig h te s t tim e you ever saw. 
E very  clock w ith in  foiir m iles w as ru n  by 
th a t  w atch .”

“ W h at was i t  w orth .”
“ W ell, I ’d been offered seven dollars for i t .”  
“ I t  isn ’t  such  a  great loss, th e n  ? ”
“I t  i s n ’t th e  m oney value th a t  h u r ts  m e, 

though  I  d o n ’t  care  to  lose seven dollars any  
m ore th a n  any  o th e r  m a n . You see, i t  was 
th e  only tim e-piece we h ad  to  ru n  ou r prayer- 
m eeting  by, and  w hen th e  deacon rose and  
asked m e w hat tim e i t  w as th e  m in it I  begun 
to  h a u l o u t th a t  ticker every young m an  
dropped h is  head , a n d  every gal pricked h e r 
ears  and  ached fo r m e to  beau  her hom e. I t  
m ade m e solid all along th e  tow n-line and  
p u t m e ahead  a t th e  coun try  dances, a n d  I ’ve 
e ith e r got to g it i t  back o r go hom e an d  te ll 
th e  folks th a t  I  cam e across a  b lam ed fool and  
sold i t  for a  tw en ty .”

“ And you  w ouldn’t  do th a t  ? ”
“ I  m igh t, you know, b u t th e  m in it th e  old 

m an  w anted  to  give m e h is  note  for n ine teen  
of i t  I ’d have to  own up  o r shake h is  paper, 
and  dad ’s a  m an  who draw s h is  notes w ith  a  
fist as  big as  th e  top  of your h a t  1”

A G K l C U l / r V R A L  C O M M I S S I O N .

E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  M u s k o k a  S e t t l e r s .

P arry Sound, Sept. 1.— T b e  m em bers of 
th e  A gricu ltu ral Com m ission, now v isiting  
M uskoka, arrived  h e re  th is  evening, hav ing  
travelled  by one m ode o r o th e r som e two h u n ­
dred  m iles th ro u g h  th e  d istric t. On S a tu r­
day  th ey  held  a  s ittin g  a t P o rt C arling,w here 
settlers  from  th e  tow nships of M edora and  
W att were exam ined. O n M onday, a t 
R osseau, th e  tow nships of H um phrey  and  
Cardw ell w ere well represen ted . A t M aganet- 
taw an  on T uesday w itnesses w ere p resen t 
from  Oroft, C hapm an , Spence, R yerson, an d  
L o u n t, and  to-day a t  th e  village of M cKellar, 
and  F erguson . G rea t in te res t was everyw here 
m anifested  in  th e  enquiry . To-m orrow  th e  
Com m issioners ho ld  a  session a t  th is  place, 
and  on  F rid ay  leave for hom e.

— D octor X . is as  bad a  h u n te r  as he  is a  
physician , b u t th is  does n o t p reven t h im  regu­
la rly  as  th e  h u n tin g  season com es round  from  
spending a  fo r tn ig h t in  tli9 fields w ith h is  
dog and  gun. “  And th a t  is th e  only period  
of th e  year w hen he  dosn’t  k ill a n y th in g ,” 
said one of h is  colleagues k ind ly .

—A t a  ball—m atch -m ak ing  m am m a to  h e r 
m arriageable  daugh ter : “ V irginia, d ear, don’t  
lose s igh t of th a t  g en tlem an  in  m ourn ing . 
H e m ay  be a  w idow er.”

—No p u m p k in  w hich th in k s  a n y th in g  of its  
s ize w ill fa il to  a tten d  th e  S ta te  F a ir .

CANABA PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Progress of the Negotiations in 

England.

AN ALLEGEDJROPOSITION.
History and Estimated Cost of 

the Line.

U' I I  E  P A C I F I C  C A B L E .

( N e w  Y o r k  H e r a l d  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e . )

L ondon , Aug. 17, 1880.— R eaders of th e  
H era ld  are aw are th a t  th e  P rem ier of 
th e  D om inion of C anada, S ir Jo h n  M ac­
donald, and  o th e r lead ing  officials a re  now in  
th is  coun try , and  i t  h a s  been publicly  a n ­
nounced th a t  th e ir  v isit is  in  connection  w ith 
p lans to  secure th e  construction  of th e  long 
ta lked  of C anada Pacific Railw ay. T h is  work 
was com m enced a  y ear or tw o ago as a G overn­
m e n t en terp rise , b u t th e  M in istry  have a p ­
p a ren tly  becom e som ew hat frigh tened  a t th e  
m agn itude  of th e  ta sk  or have becom e d is­
couraged by th e  absence of a id  from  th e  Im ­
peria l G overnm ent,w hich  was expected a t th e  
incep tion  of th e  u ndertak ing . B e th e  cause 
w hat i t  m ay .it h a s  been determ ined , if th e  p ro ­
per parties  come forw ard ,to h a n d  over th e  work 
to  a  public com pany, assis tance and  induce­
m en ts  being  offered to  prom oters, as was 
done in  th e  case of th e  tra n sco n tin en ta l lines 
on  th e  o th e r side of th e  boundary . T h e  to ta l 
len g th  of th e  projected  system  is  2,200 m iles, 
of w hich  it m ay be said  th a t  600 m iles are 
e ith e r com pleted o r under construction . T he  
G overnm ent, i t  is announced , are p repared  
to  g ra n t a  subsidy  of $20,000,000 in  cash, 
paym en t to  ba spread over th e  period  of ten  
years, assum ed to  be necessary  for th e  con­
s truc tion  of th e  line , an  a m o u n t equal t© 
$10,000 per m ile, o r abou t one-th ird  of th e  
estim ated  cost. A fu r th e r  g ran t will be m ade 
ef 35,000,000 acres of land , to  be  located in  
a lte rn a te  sections along th e  rou te , as  was 
done in  th e  case of th e  U nion  an d  C en tra l 
Pacific com panies. T he  COO m iles under 
construction  will be handed  over to th e  com ­
pany  w ithou t cost.

the  financial  situation .
N egotiations on  th ese  bases have been  for 

som e m o n th s  on  han d , and  i t  is  a t least an  
open secret th a t  th e  la te  v isit of M r. J .  H . 
Pu leston , M. P., to  C anada was in  connection 
w ith  an  offer to  find  th e  requ isite  cap ital. A 
n u m b er of nam es are  freely m en tioned  here  
as likely to  be associated w ith  th e  th e  corpo­
ra tio n , if one can  be form ed, b u t i t  is  c erta in  
th a t  up  to  th e  da te  of w riting  n o th in g  w ha t­
ever h as  been defin ite ly  decided upon. T he  
C anadian  M in istry  have pow ers u n d er the  
act of th e  D om in ion  L eg isla tu re  e ith e r to  
con tinue  constructing  th e  lin e  as a t p re sen t 
or to subsid ize a com pany for th e  purpose, 
and  th ey  certa in ly  will n o t conclude an y  b a r­
ga in  w ith  any  p a rty  of cap ita lists  un less  th e  
la tte r  a re  prepared  to  fu rn ish  am ple  g u a ra n ­
tees for th o  p roper com pletion of th e  work. 
U pon th is  p o in t, i t  is  said, th e  m a tte r fo r th e  
presen t “ h an g s  fire.”  Am ong th e  parties  
who, i t  is  said , :iave been  approached by the  
p rom oters  to  tak e  seats on  th e  B oard of the  
proposed com pany is M r. Jo h n  P ender, th e  
g rea t subm arine te legraph  m agnate , and  S ir 
H en ry  Tyler, M. P ., th e  ch a irm a n  of th e  
G rand  T ru n k  Railw ay of C anada, h a s  been  re ­
quested  to  j oin in  th e  hope of b ring ing  in  th‘e a id  
of th e  large constituency  of p roprieto rs  h e  re p ­
re sen ts—som e e ig h t o r n in e  th o u san d  in  
n u m b er—supposed a t  p re sen t to  be very  s an ­
gu ine and  w ith  p len ty  of cap ital, considering 
th e  enorm ous recen t rise  in  th e  price of the ir 
securities. I t  is  difficult, however, to  see why 
G rand  T ru n k  stockholders shou ld  be eager to 
support a  pro ject which m u s t be, to  a  certa in  
ex ten t, in  com petition  w ith  th e ir  own line , 
w hich i t  would only jo in  a t M ontreal, and  if 
th e  proposed b ran ch  to  S au lt S a in te  M arie is 
constructed , th e  connection w ith  A m erican  
lines a t  th a t  p o in t would absolu tely  take  tra f­
fic away from  th e  G ran d  T ru n k  system .

I t  c an n o t be said th a t  m uch  confidence is 
fe lt in  th e  success of th e  parties  who for th e  
p resen t have th e  ear of th e  C anadian  officials, 
b u t th e re  a re  ru m o rs  of a  pow erful com bina­
tio n  of A nglo-A m erican bankers who are  con­
sidering th e  question  of m aking  a lte rna tive  
offers should th e  p resen t nego tia tions b reak  
down, as is n o t unlikely , on  th e  question  of 
th e  necessary  guaran tees. In  p roper h an d s  
th e re  can be no doubt th a t  a  g rea t success 
would a tten d  efforts to raise th e  m oney, w h a t­
ever th e  u ltim a te  re su lt of th e  ou tlay  m ay be. 
C anada an d  C anad ian  investm en ts  are popu­
la r  h e re  a t  p resen t. T he  G rand  T ru n k  and  
G rea t W estern  Railw ay properties  have w ith in  
the  p a s t year em erged from  th e  cloud of d is­
credit w hich h a s  so long  h u n g  over them , and  
give prom ise of re tu rn s  to  holders of all 
classes of th e ir  securities whose chances 
of receiving a  penny  of d ividends 
u n til recen tly  looked a lm ost hopeless, 
T he  past ra th e r  shabby tre a tm e n t of the  
G rand T ru n k  Com pany by th e  D om inion gov­
e rn m en t h a s  been forgotten  in  th e  liberal 
te rm s given on  th e  purchase  of th e  R iviere du ’ 
Loup  section  of th e  line , th e  proceeds of 
w hich u n rem unera tive  railw ay enabled  th e  
com pany to  acquire its  valuable  Chicago con­
nection . T he ag ricu ltu ra l d istress  here  has 
tu rn e d  popu lar a tten tio n  to  th e  vast W estern  
prairies , whose produce com petes so keenly 
w ith hom e grown breadstuffs, and  th e  only 
com fort to  u ltra -p a trio tic  E n g lish m en  is de­
rived from  th e  belief—be i t  rig h t o r w rong — 
th a t  th e  w orst p a rt of th is  com petition in  th e  
fu tu re  will come from  th e  “  fertile  belt ” of 
co u n try  w ith in  B ritish  te rrito ry , to  be opened 
up  by th e  new C anadian  en terp rise . In  the  
tru th  o r falsehood of th e  glowing accounts as 
to  th e  fe rtility  of th e  soil between th e  Red 
R iver an d  th e  R eeky M ountains, and  th e  con­
sequen t con tinued  a ttra c tio n  of em ig ran ts  to 
th e  region , lies ap paren tly  th e  success o r fa il­
u re  of th e  C anadian  Pacific as  a  com m ercial 
en te rp rise . T he  m ost favorable repo rts  are, 
however, generclly  believed here, an d  th ey  are 
p u t forw ard w ith  all th e  au tho rity  of C anadian  
blue books. I t  seem s, therefo re , c erta in  th a t, 
launched  under p roper auspices, a C anad ian  
Pacific ra ilw ay  com pany would find  any  
am o u n t of cap ita l required . M oney rem ains 
a  d rug  in  th e  h an d s  of th e  investing  public. 
W arned  by p ast experience of bubble  com ­
pan ies and  defau lting  governm ents, cap ita l 
has been accum ula ting  here  fo r several years 
p a st, and  th e  re su lt is  seen in  th e  a lm ost p ro ­
h ib itive  prices to  w hich th e  best B ritish  an d  
A m erican ra ilroad  an d  o th e r securities have 
been driven. I f  placed in  an  a ttrac tiv e  form  
before th e  public any  large en terp rise  
like th e  C anadian  Pacific R ailw ay would 
be welcom e as affording a  relief to  th e  ex ist­
ing  p le thora . •

HISTORY OF THE ENTERPRISE.
T he h is to ry  of th e  u ndertak ing , so fa r un - ! 

der th e  control-of th e  C anadian  G overnm ent, ; 
is  as  fo llow s: T he  first expenditu re  on  con- • 
s truc tion  was tow ard th e  end  of 1874. C on­
trac ts  were then  en tered  in to  for the  te legraph  
from  L ak e  Superior to  B ritish  C olum bia 
along th e  ro u te  of th e  railw ay, including  tb e  
c learing  of th e  forest land  to  a  w idth of 132 
feet. T he  line was divided in to  four sections, 
on th ree  of w hich th e  work was p rosecuted  
w ith  vigor a n d  th e  te leg raph  com pleted from  
F o r t W illiam  to  E d m on ton , 1,200 m iles, so 
th a t  m essages could be tran sm itted . T he  re ­
m ain ing  section across th e  m oun ta in s  to 
B ritish  C olum bia rem ains  incom plete. In

th e  sam e year (1874) th e  g rading  of th e  P em ­
b in a  b ranch  of six ty -th ree  m iles n o rth  of the  
in te rn a tio n a l boundary  w as com m enced. In  
1877 th e  g rad ing  was ex tended  to  Selk irk  u n ­
der th e  sam e con trac t, and  in  1878 th e  track  
was la id  on th e  w hole leng th , eighty-five 
m iles. In  1874 th e  ex tension  of the C anada 
C en tra l R ailw ay to  th e  easte rn  te rm inus , 
n e a r  L ake  N ipissing , was subsid ized . E a rly  
in  1875 two sections were placed u n d e r con­
tra c t—th e  one from  F o r t W illiam , th irty - 
th re e  m iles to  S u n sh in e  Creek, and  th e  o ther 
e as t from  Selk irk , seventy-six  m iles to  Cross 
L ake. A n ex tension  e as t of C ross Lake, 
th ir ty -s ix  m iles to  K eew atin, a t  th e  o u tle t of 
th e  L ake of th e  W oods, was placed 
uuder con trac t in  Jan u a ry , 1877. In  
1870 a  con trac t w as m ad e  for an  
extension from  S unsh ine  C reek w est to  
E n g lish  R iver, e igh ty  m iles. In  1878 th e  
G eorgian B ay B ran ch  was undertaken  ; b u t 
th is  work was subsequently  abandoned. F o r 
th e  sp ring  of 1879 th e  line  betw een E n g lish  
R iver and  K eew atin, 185 m iles, was le t in  two 
con trac ts, and  in  th e  sum m er following a 
section of 100 m iles w est of Red R iver, in ­
cluding  a  b ran ch  from  th e  m ain  line  to  the  
city  of W innipeg, was placed under con tract. 
A t th e  B ritish  C olum bia end  of th e  line  
ground  was broken tow ard th e  close of la s t 
year, w hen th e  grad ing , bridging, track  lay ­
ing  and  b lasting , from  n ear Yale to Savona’s 
F e rry , a  d istance of 127 m iles, was placed u n ­
der contract.

The leng th  now under construction  is th u s  
as  u n d e r :

M i l e s .
F o r t  W i l l i a m  t o  S e l k i r k  ' m a i n  l i n e ) ......................... 4 1 0
S e l k i r k  t o  E m e r s o n  ( P e m b i n a  b r a n c h ) ...................  8 5
W e s t  o f  R e d  R i v e r  ( m a i n  l i n e  a n d  W i n n i p e g

b r a n c h ) ................................................................................................. 1 0 0
I n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  ( m a i n  l i n e ) ...................................  127

T o t a l  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ........................................  722

A second 100 m ile  section w est of R ed R iver 
h a s  recen tly  been le t, m aking  a  to ta l of 822 
m iles u n d er construction , consisting  of m ain  
line  720 m iles an d  P em bina  and  W innipeg 
b ranches  102 m iles. In  A pril la st th e  ra ils  
w ere la id  136 m iles west of F o r t W illiam  and 
90 m iles east of Selk irk , au d  traffic tra in s  a re  
regu larly  ru n  from  E m erso n  to  C ross L ake, 
161 m iles.

WHAT IT W?ILL COST.
T he  cost of th e  ro u te  will, i t  is  said , bear 

favorable com parison w ith th a t  of th e  o ther 
com pleted a n d  pro jected  tran sco n tin en ta l 
lines. T ho general su m m it to be a tta in ed  is 
low er and th e  g rad ien ts  m ore m oderate. 
W hile  th e  C en tra l Pacific in c lim bing the  
S ierras a tta in s  a  he ig h t of over 7,000 feet, 
a n d  th e  U n ion  Pacific passes th e  Rocky 
M oun tain s a t  an  elevation  of over 8,000 feet, 
th e  C anadian Pacific h a s  b u t one su m m it 
on  its  rou te  a t  Yellow H ead  pass, w here a 
level of 3,640 feet is reached. T be  cost of 
th e  406 m iles from  F o r t  W illiam  to  Selkirk, 
approach ing  com pletion, w ill be abou t $17,- 
000,000, and  for th e  Pem bina  b ranch  the  
ou tlay  has been $1,750,000. F o r th e  whole 
rou te  from  L ak e  Superio r to  th e  Pacific coast 
M r. Sandford  F lem ing , th e  G overnm ent 
E ng ineer-in -C hief, h a s  m ade th e  following 
estim ate , including  a  fa ir  allow ance of rolling 
stock and  engineering  du ring  c o n struction  :

F o r t  W i l l i a m  t o  S e l k i r k .......
S e l k i r k  t o  J a s p a r  V a l l e y .......
J a s p a r  t o  L a k e  K a m l o o p s . .
L a k e  K a m l o o p s  t o  Y a l e .......
Y a l e  t o  F o r t  M o o d y .................
A d d  s a y .....................................................

M i l e s .  
.. 400  
. 1,000 
.. 3 3 5  
.. 125  
.. 9 0

$ 1 7 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
1 3 .0 0 0 .0 0 0  
1 5 .5 0 0 ,0 0 0
10.000.000 

3 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  
3,000,000

T o t a l s ........................ ’......................... 1 ,9 5 6  $GO,OOO.OCO

T he above dees n o t include cost of explora­
tio n  and  p re lim in a ry  surveys over a  wide ex­
te n t of cog^ats:y-between la titu d es  49 deg. and  
56 deg., along th e  rou te , am oun ting  to  over 
53,000,000, n o r  th e  cost of th e  P em bina  
b ranch , $1,750,000, no r o th e r am oun ts w ith 
w hich th e  Pacific Railw ay account of th e  
G overnm ent is  a lready  charged. In  th e  
course of tho  surveys th ree  a lte rna tive  rou tes 
th ro u g h  th e  m o u n ta in s  in to  B ritish  C olum bia 
have been la id  dow n in  add ition  to  th e  'line 
as finally  fixed to  B u rra rd  In le t. All of these  
a re  fu r th e r  to  th e  n o rth  th a n  th e  selected 
line , an d  average abou t two h u n d red  m iles 
g rea te r leng th . T hey  follow respectively th e  
Peace R iver P ass and  th e  P ine R iver Pass, 
and  i t  is  recom m ended th a t  one or th e  o ther 
be constructed  w hen p racticab le  on  account 
of th e  value of th e  te rrito ry  th u s  to  be opened 
up.

A PACIFIC CABLE.

T he la s t rep o rt cf M r. F lem ing  also covers 
u rg en t recom m endations as to  the  estab lish ­
m en t of a Pacific subm arine  cable in  connec­
tion  w ith  th e  C anad ian  Pacific te leg raph  sys­
tem . T h e ’cable, i t  is  suggested, m ay s t a r t , 
from  one of th e  deep w a ter in le ts  a t  the  
n o rth  end  of V ancouver’s Is lan d , and  be 
sunk  in  a  direct course to  Jap a n , or 
i t  m ay  touch  abou t m idw ay, Am bia, 
one of th e  A leu tian  is lands. A t Yeddo, 
in  Jap a n , th e  connection  would be m ade w ith  
th e  A siatic te leg raphs. As a n  a lte rna tive  
ro u te  th e  subm arine  m ay  la n d  on  one of the  
K urile  Is lan d s  n o rth  of Jap a n , and  thence  
extend d irec t to  H ong  Kong. E i th e r  course 
would com plete th e  connection  w ith  th e  
whole E a s te rn  te legraph system  and  effect 
im p o rtan t re su lts . Such a  line  would con­
nect all th e  g rea t business cen tres of A m erica 
w ith  C hina  and  th e  p rinc ipa l po rts  of Asia 
m uch  m ore directly  th a n  by th e  p resen t lines 
of te legraph  by way of E urope. T h e  new 
line  would be em ployed for th e  m ost p a rt by 
th e  E n g lish  speaking people of b o th  h em is­
pheres, and  th e  frequen t m istakes of polyglot 
te legraph operators in  E urope  be avoided. 
T he  fu r th e r  inducem ent is he ld  o u t th a t  i t  
w ould bring  G rea t B rita in , C anada, India, 
A ustra lia , New Z ealand, S o u th  Africa, and  
a ll th e  ou ter provinces an d  colonial pos­
sessions of G rea t B rita in  in to  unbroken 
te legraph ic  com m unication  w ith  each o ther 
in  en tire  independence of th e  lines  which 
pass  th ro u g h  o th e r E u ro p ean  countries.

R .% L D I I U A D £ D  P K O P L K .

A baidheaded  m a n  is refined and  he  always 
shows h is  skull-sure.

I t  h as  never been decided w ha t oauset 
bald heads, b u t m ost people th in k  i t  is  dand- 
rough.

A good novel for bald  heads  to  re a d —“ T he 
L ost H e ir.”

W h at does a  ba ldheaded  m a n  say to  h is  
com b? W e m eet to  p a rt no  m ore.

M otto for a b a ldhead—B are an d  fu r-bare .
However h ig h  a  position  a  baldheaded  

m an holds, he  will never comb down to  th e  
world.

T h e  baldheaded m a n  never dyes.
Advice to  baldheaders—Jo in  th e  Ind ians , 

w ho are th e  only successful h a ir  raisers.
W h a t does every baldheaded m an  p u t on 

h is  head ? H is h a t.
You never saw a  baldheaded m an  w ith  a 

low forehead.
Shakespeare s a y s :—“ T here  is a  D iv in ity  

th a t  shapes ou r en d s .”
B ald  m en  are  th e  coolest-headed m en  in  

th e  world.
Som e bald  m en  have heirs.

— T h e  observatory  on  iE tn a  will soon be an 
accom plished fact. T he object is th e  study  of 
vulcanology, an d  therefo re  i t  has been bu ilt 
a t th e  base of th e  cen tra l cone.

— C apt. W arren , a  Cork landlord , w ent to  
th e  fa rm  of one of h is  ten an ts , nam ed 
M iddleton , for th e  purpose of d istra in ing  for 
re n t T he  people collected a round  h im  
and  th rea ten ed  h im , w hereupon  h e  drew  a 
revolver. A stone was th e n  th row n a t  h im  
from  beh ind  a  hedge, and  he  was beaten  by 
th e  m ob.

I SEVENTY-FIVE' FAMILIES HOMELESS.

U pton V illage , Sept. 7.— Your correspon­
d en t le ft.M ontreal th is  afternoon a t 3.15, and  
arrived  a t  th e  scene of la st n ig h t’s d isaster 
ju s t before dusk . E v ery  few m iles after leav­
ing  M ontreal dense volum es of sm oke could 
be seen from  th e  woods, and  in  m any  spots 
th e  ind ications were th a t  th e  whole country 
was on fire in various qua rte rs . The tires 
b u rned  in  a  heavily  wooded country , w hich as 
ye t is unsettled , b u t in  o th e r  instances the  
c learings*  and  fa rm s seem ed in  jeopardy. 
As we n eared  U p to n  tho  sm oke seem ed to in ­
crease in  volum e, an d  now  and  again  we 
could see th e  sh arp  tongues of flam e d a rt out 
from  th e  d a rk  clouds of sm oke an d  go curling  
up  som e ta ll  m aple . T he  a tm osphere  was 
heavily  charged w ith sm oke, so m uch  so th a t  
even on  th e  tra in  ou r eyes suffered a n d  b re a th ­
ing  was uncom fortable.

A VISIT TO THE BURNED DISTRICT.
U pon  arriv ing  a t  th e  depo t M r. Moore, th e  

G. T . R . te leg raph  operator, k ind ly  v o lu n ­
teered such  in fo rm ation  as he  could give, and  
fu rn ished  w ith  a  sm art tro tte r  a n d  a ligh t 
buggy I  s ta r te d  for th e  b u rned  d istric t, if any  
p a rt can be singled  ou t as th e  bu rned  d is tric t. 
F rom  all th a t  can  oe earned  th e  fire h a s  
hovered abou t tho  village for m ore th a n  a 
week p a st, an d  som e d istric ts  th a t  could no t 
have been  cleared for years w ere levelled in  a 
very few days. No one seem s to h ave app re­
hended  any  danger, an d  m a tte rs  w ent on as 
u sual yesterday  afte rnoon  ab o u t th re e  o ’clock, 
w hen th e  w ind increased  to

A PERFECT GALE.
T he fire began to  encroach upon th e  village, 

d riven  from  th e  south . M en were com pelled 
to give up  work in  the  fields, women and  
children  fled for shelter, an d  for th e  n ex t two 
hou rs  th e  St. H elene, S t. G erm ain , an d  St. 
G uillaum e roadB were th ronged  w ith them , 
each fam ily seeking th e  safest place. The 
flam es rose

AND MADE ESCAPE DIFFICULT,
especially in  th e  S t. H elene road, across 
w hich a lm ost fo r its  en tire  leng th  th e  flames 
swept w ith g rea t rap id ity . T hose who had 
escaped by th e  road  to  U p to n  were gathered  
together in th e  houses of friends a t  n ig h t,an d  
in  coun ting  those p resen t a  large num ber 
w ere supposed to be m issing . T he follow­
ing  are  th e  nam es, as  far as could th en  be 
learned , of those w ho h ad  th e ir  houses, 
outbuild ings, and  crops deserted  :—J. B. 
Ledoux. P . C urrie r, L . S t. P ie ire , L . Potvin , 
F . Colette, P . D eserci, J . P e tit, J .  P ou lin , L . 
C linche, L . C linche, J r .,  E . Evalide , J . B . 
L ouisell, A. M oquin, P . Cole, F .  B renvineau, 
P . B oissenetto, J . Toupine, and  S. Tad- 
o usse iu .

THREE VICTIMS.
T h is m orn ing  several of th e  m issin g  

tu rn e d  up , some of th em  bad ly  b u rned , bu t 
th e re  were th ree  who could n o t escape, and  
who were found opposite th e ir  farm  on the  
St. H elene R oad, th e ir  bodies b u rned  to  a 
crisp. T h e ir nam es a re  P ie rre  C urrier, 81 
years old ; Jo seph  C urrier, 28 years old ; and 
a -g randson of P ierre  T elesphore C urrier, a  lad 
17 years old.

THE WOUNDED AND BURNED
are  :— X avier M ajor burned  in  th e  head , 
shoulders, arm s, and  feet so badly  th a t  he 
can n o t recover ; D r. G au th ie r b u rned  in  the  
le ft hand , a rm  and  face ; Louis C linche, bo th  
han d s, arm s, an d  rig h t side of th e  face b a d ly  
burned.

T he u n fo rtu n a te  C urriers, i t  seem s, endea­
voured

TO SAVE THEIR PROPERTY,
an d  w hen th ey  found th is  im possible tr ied  to 
escape, b u t found re tre a t im possib le. T he 
body of th e  old m an  was discovered face dow n­
w ards in  a  d itch  n e a r  h ia  house, and  the  ac ­
tio n  of fire upon  h is  body h a d  draw n th e  back 
up  u n til  he  form ed a  bow w ith  h is  feet an d  . 
head  touch ing  th e  g round. W hen  th e  parties  
cUscovpred in s  body lif e le s s ^  h a re , w hich  had  
sought refuge underwit, jumped^TnEcTtne roact ' 
a n d  escaped. T he body of Jo sep h  was d is­
covered in  a  d itch  ju s t ,  in  fro n t of th e  
house, an d  th a t of a  lad  was in  a  field near
by.

D r. G au th ier received h is  b u rn s  in  th e  cause 
of suffering h u m a n ity . H e  h ad  been called to 
a tten d  a  p a tie n t som e d istance on the  road  to 
S t. G uillaum e, and  was provided w ith a  fleet 
horse w herew ith to  escape on horseback. H is 
horse  becam e frigh tened  and  th rew  h im  in to  
a p ile of bu rn in g  brushwood, b u rn in g  h im  
very  severely. T he  doctor describes h is  es­
cape as little  sh o rt of m iraculous, and  says 
th a t  occasionally th e  flam es seem ed to  have 
th e  speed of a  race-horse  as h e  ran  along to 
escape them .

X avier M aor was b u rned  w hile try ing  to 
save h is  house an d  ba rns , an d  i t  is  sup­
posed he  inha led  som e of th e  flam es in  es­
caping.

L ou is  Cliche, who was one of th e  w ealth ­
ie st m en  in  these p a rts , also rem ained to 
fight th e  fire, b u t w as n o t suceBsful, and  
afte r seeing a ll h is  b a rn s  an d  houses de- 

: troyed m anaged  to  escape. H e  suffers very 
m uch.

A REMARKABLE ESCAPE.
One of th e  m ost rem arkable  escapes was 

th a t  of P ie rre  Cote. H e owns th e  farm  
w hich ad jo ins th a t  oi th e  C urriers, and  w hen 
h is  wife and  ch ild ren  s ta r te d  to escape he, 
like L o t’s wife, looked back, a n d  th e n  w ent 
back resolved to  see th e  la s t of h is  splendid 
barns and  crops. H e saw h is  barns catch  fire 
and  th e  fire in  one o r two places in  h is  yards 
am ong th e  ch ip  piles. T hen  h e  tu rn ed  to  flee 
for dear life and  found th e  S t. H elene road 
s h u t in  by  th e  flam es. H e th e n  tu rn ed  back 
resolved to  figh t th e  flam es to  th e  la st. H e 
h a d  b u t fou r pails of w ater w ith  w hich to  do 
it ,  an d  th e  river was m ore th a n  a  m ile away, 
but he  used  h is  w ater econom ically, and  w hen 
i t  failed he  used a  spade an d  th rew  ea r th  u pon 
every spot th a t  took fire. T h en  h e  to re  down 
th e  fences, and  once w hen  a  s tum p  took fire 
a t th e  b a rn  he  to re  th e  b u rn in g  pieces off one 
by one an d  a t len g th  he m anaged to m ove th e  
s tum p  bodily  away. H e  is a sm all m an , five 
feet th ree  inches in  h e ig h t, an d  th e  la s t m an  
th a t  one would tak e  for a  m an  of nerve or e n ­
ergy. O n th e  road  from  th e  s ta tio n  to  th e  
residence of C urrier I  passed th e  ru in s  of

FULLY A SCORE OF BUILDINGS, 
w hile every few acres we m e t people com ing 
in  w ith  artic les saved from  th e  flam es. Corn 
was stand ing  roasted , and  th e  potatoes were 
baked. C arcases of cows were ly ing  in  th e  
d itches, w hile th e  furrow s were filled w ith  
ashes w hich d rifted  abou t in  th e  w ind w ith  
b linding  effect. T he fires were bu rn ing  fierce­
ly on a ll sides, b u t w hether they  were doing 
any  dam age cotild n o t be learned .

THE DESTRUCTION TO PROPERTY.
W hile I  am  w riting  com es a  m essage from  

S t. V alien to  say  th a t  a lready  in  th a t  v ic in ity  
$40,000 w orth  of fa rm  p ro p erty  and  stock 
h ave been consum ed. T he  loss here  is e s ti­
m ated  a t  $125,000, and  so far none of th e  
losses th a t  I  have m et are insured . All I  
have seen live on th e  S t. H elene road. The 
S t. H elene and  S t. G uillaum e road  losses 
c an n o t be estim ated  yet, as th e  very roadw ays 
are  on  fire and  th e  bridges burned. T he fire 
a t one tim e was so n e a r  th e  centre  of th e  v il­
lage th a t  th e  hem lock bark  yard  of M essrs. 
G oodhue B ros, took fire. H ad  i t  n o t been  
quenched th e  whole village would have been 
burned . The w ind now seem s to  have tu rn e d  
about in  th e  direction  opposite to  th a t  tak en  
by i t  yesterday, a nd  i t  m ay  be th a t  th e  w orst 
h a s  been done.

I t  is  im possib le to  say  to  w ha t ex ten t th e  
devasta tion  h a s  gone in  d irections o th e r th a n  
th a t  over w hich I  h ave  traveled . T hey  say 
here  in  U p to n  th a t  a ltoge ther 

SOME 75 FAMILIES 
have been  b u rned  o u t. As these  a re  all 
F ren c h  C anad ian  fam ilies th e  num ber of 
hom eless people m ay be se t down as betw een 
300 and  400. T he fire b u rned  everyth ing , 
and  left h a rd ly  a  trace  of any of th e  b a rn s  o r 
build ings.


