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*avj y po re  as s h e  b e g a n  d im ly  to conjecture f 
the. n a tu re  o f th e  w ro n g , and  to  shudder a t . 
i ts  enorm ity. S h e  w as fe e lin g  stronger now, j 
and  .featful le s t  h e r  h u s b a n d  th o u ld  overtake 
l ie r  th e  h u r r ie d  ac ro ss  th e  com m on tow aid  
hom e;, w h ero  s h e  w e n t a t  once to h e t r e o m ,  
u n d , lo c k in g  th e  doo r, s a t  down to  read  tlia t 
le t te r  f ro m  th e  d ea d . She had  m a d e  u p  h e r  
m i m i to  do th a t  du ring  h e r  rap id  walk. She 
m u s t know its  con ten ts, an d  so she broke th e  
sej.l and  began to read. And as she read  she 
fe lt th e  blood curdle in  h e r veins ; th e re  was 
a hum m ing  in  h e r ears  ; a  th ick  feeling in  
h e r  tongue, and  a  k in d  of consciousness th a t 
she was som ebody else, whose businoss for 
th e  re s t of h e r  life was to  keep th e  le tte r and 
its  contents a  secret from  th e  world. B u t 
w here  could she h ide i t  th a t  110 one could 
ever find it, for nobody mu&£ see i t?  Safety, 
honor, every th ing  dear to  h e r  depended upon 
th a t. N ot even h e r h u sb an d  m u s t look upon 
i t  or know th a t  it was w r i t t e n ; and  
w here should she p u t i t  th a t  he would no t 
find it, for he  took th e  liberty  to  look th ro u g h  
h e r  private  draw ers and  boxes ju s t w hen it 
p leased h im  to  do so ? She f could n o t pu t 
th e  le tte r in  a  box o r keep i t  abou t h e r per­
son. and  she dared  no t destroy  it, though  she 
m ade th e  a ttem p t and  ligh ted  th e  gas in  which 
to  b u rn  i t  to  ashes. B u t as she he ld  it to  the 
b laze  som ething  seem ed to  grasp  h e r  hand 
an d  draw  it  back. And w hen she shook off 
th e  sensa tion  of fear w hich had  seized her, 
and  again  a ttem p ted  th e  destruction  of th e  
no te , th e  sam e effect was produced, 
a i d  an  icy chill crept over h e r as if i t  were 
a  dead h and  clu tching hers  and  ho ld ing  it 
fast.

I  can’t  destroy it ; I  dare  no t !” she 
w hispered ; “ an d  w hat if som ebody should 
find it ? W h a t if he  should ? H c to ld  me 
once th a t  he h ad  been guilty  of every sin  bu t 
m urder, an d  under strong  provocotion he 
m ig h t be led to do even th a t  and  a  shud ­
der of fear rata th ro u g h  h e r fram e as she east 
abou t in  h e r  own m in d  for a  safe h id ing  
place for th e  le tte r  w hich affected h e r so 
strangely . Suddenly i t  cam e to  h e r th a t  she 
could loosen a  few tacks in  th e  carpet, ju s t 
w here th e  lace cu rta in s  covered th e  floor in  a 
co rner of th e  bay-w indow ,and push ing  th e  le tte r 
e u t of sigh t, drive th e  tacks in  again, and  so 
th e  secret would be safe, for a  tim e a t  least. 
T o  do h e r justice, for once in  h e r life c o n ­
science was p rom pting  h e r to  th e  rig h t course 
le ft h e r  to  p ursue ,—give th e  le tte r  to  E verard  
and  abide th e  consequences. B u t she could 
n o t m ake up  h e r m in d  to  do th is , knowing 
th a t  u tte r  poverty  and  disgrace would be the 
re su lt, an d  she had  learned by th is  tim e th a t 
poverty  w ith  D r. M atthew son would be a  far 
different th in g  from  poverty  w ith E verard .

To h id e  th e  le tte r under th e  carpet was the 
work of a  m om ent, and , unlocking th e  door, 
she was going for a  ham m er, w ith w hich to  
drive th e  tacks,w hen she heard  h e r h u sb an d ’s 
voice in  th e  hall below, and knew th a t  he  was 
com ing. H e m u st no t know  th a t 
she he ld  h is  guilty  secret, le st ho should 
m urder her, rs in  h e r nervousness 
she fe lt th a t  he  m ig h t do, and  so she 
re traced  h e r  steps to th e  couch, w here she lay 
h a lf  fa in ting , and  as w hite as m arble , where 
th e  doctor en tered  th e  room  and  asked her 
w hat was th e  m atte r.

She did no t know, she said  ; she h ad  been 
down to  th e  village and  walked ra th e r  fast, 
an d  was very w arm , and  had  d ran k  freely of 
ice-w ater, w hich m ade h e r feel as if h e r head 
was bu rsting . She should  probably feel b e t­
te r  soon.

B u t she did  no t get better, and she lay all 
th a t  day an d  th e  n e x t jipon th e  couch, and  
seem ed so strange  and  nervous th a t  h e r  h u s ­
b and  called in  D r. llide r, who, a fte r a few 
questions, th e  d rift of w hich she understood, 
an d  to  w hich she gave false replies for the  
purpose of m isleading h im , assigned a  cause 
fo r h e r  a ilm en ts and  then  w ent away. T hus 
deceived, and  on th e  whole ra th e r  pleased 
th a n  otherw ise, D r. M atthew son was dis­
posed to be very a tten tiv e  and  indu lgen t to 
h is  wife, w ith whom  he  sa t a  good portion  of 
each day, hum oring  all h e r w him s and  
try ing  to  quiet h e r restless, nervous s ta te  of 
m ind .

“ You act as if you were afra id  of m e, 
Josey ,”  he  said  once, w hen he  sa t down be- 
Bide h e r and  p u t h is  a rm  a round  h e r  with 
som eth ing  of th e  old lover-like fondness. 
“  You trem b le  liko a leaf if I  to u ch  you, and 
sh rin k  away from  n\e. W h a t is i t  ? W hat 
has com e between u s  ? You m ay as well 
tell, for I  am  sure  to  find i t  ou t if th e re  is 
an y th in g .”

She knew th a t, and  i t  seem ed to  h e r  as if 
h is  eyes were following h e rs  to  th e  bay- 
window an d  seeing th e  le tte r h idden  under 
th e  carpet. She m ust say som eth ing  by 

,way of a n  excuse, a u d  w ith h e r  ready 
ta c t she answ ered h im  : “ I  am  keep­
ing  som eth ing  from  you. I  have w ritten  
Aggie to  come to  me. I  was so lonesom e and 
eick, and  w anted h e r  so m uch. You are no t 
angry , are you ? ”

H e r g rea t blue eyes were sw im m ing w ith  
genu ine tears, for she  was a  little  a fra id  of 
w hat h e r h u sb an d  m igh t say to  th e  liberty  
she  h ad  tak en  w ithou t h is  perm ission. F o r­
tu n a te ly , he  was in  one of h is  m ost geuial 
m oods. D r. E ider had  said to  h im  privately 
th a t  in  h e r  p resen t nervous con­
d itio n  Joseph ine m u s t n o t be c ro ssed ; 
an d  he answ ered laugh ing ly  th a t  he was not 
angry , b u t on  th e  con trary , very  glad Aggie 
was com ing, as he  believed h e r  a  capital 
nu rse  ; and  “ Josey ,”  he  added, “You need 
build ing  up. You are growing as th in  as a 
shade  and  w hite as a  shee t, an d  tlja t I  d o n 't 
Hke. I  th o u g h t you would never fade and 
fa ll off like B ee B elknap. I  m e t h e r th is  
m orn ing , and  she positively begins to  look 
like  a n  old m aid . I  h ear she is to be m ar­
ried  soon,” a n d  he  sho t a  clean  quick glance 
a t h is  wife, in to  whosp pale cheeks th e  hot 
blood ru shed  a t once,and whose voice was not 
qu ite  steady as °lie asked :

(to be  c o n tinued .)

WIIJEKJE THE) JO K E  WAN.

O n a  M ichigan C en tra l tra in  th e  o th e r day 
was a  passenger who had  lost h is  rig h t arm . 
Soon afte r th e  tra in  pulled ou t of D etro it, he 
began ta lk ing  w ith  th o se  a round  h im  in  regard 
to  th e  political candidates, cla im ing  to  have 
served u n d er both . T h is  led som e one to  ask 
h im  how  and  w here he  lost h is  a rm , and  he 
replied  :

“ I t  was down in th e  W ilderness. W e wore 
charg ing  th e  enem y’s line. A bu lle t s truck  
m y arm , c rushed th e  bone, and  I  fell uncon ­
scious. W h en  I  was resto red  to consciousness, 
I  w as in  th e  h an d s  of th e  C onfederates. I n ­
deed, a  soldier was going th ro u g h ^n y  pockets. 
W hen he  discovered th a t  I  was alive he was 
ab o u t to  bayonet m e, b u t a  corporal sprang 
forw ard, knocked th e  w retch  down an d  saved 
m y  life.”

W hile he  was saying th is  a m an  w ith h is  
le ft a rm  gone had  risen  from  h is  seat and 
cam e nearer, and  as the  o th e r finished he bent 
forw aid  an d  Baid.

“ I  am  th a t  very co rp o ra l! I  rem em ber tho 
in c id en t as if it happened  only yesterday . I  
h ad  you conveyed to  an  old log b a in  over on 
th e  rig h t.’

“ Yes, yes—le t us shake hands, let u s em ­
brace ! T h an k  heaven  th a t I  have found you 
ou t. H ow  cam o you here  ?”

“ I  have been  in  D etro it to be trea ted  for 
cancer, b u t thero  is no  longer any  hope. I  am 
going hom e to  go to  th e  poor house an d  there  
end  m y days. I  hav en ’t a sh illing  o r a friend .”

“ A nd I  am  going to the  poor house a 
well,” replied  the  o ther. “ I  have consum ption, 
an d  as I  am  penniless I  m u s t go and  die 
am ong paupers.”

T h en  they  em braced some m ore and 
seem ed to  weep. One passenger fished up 
h a lf  a  dollar and  passed  h is  h a t  and  in  five 
an inu tes a  collection am oun ting  to  $3 50 was 
d ivided betw een th em . Everybody said i t  
Was a  sham e, and  ono old m an seemed willing 
to  adop t them  bo th  if they  would go to 
Illinois. B u t they  d idn’t ; they  got off a t 
D earborn , and  i t  was a q u a rte r of an hour 
a fte r before a com m ercial d rum m er dared 
m ake th e  s ta tem en t th a t  bo th  chaps lived in 
D e tro it, bo th  lost th e ir  arm s by accident, and 
th a t  th ey  h a d  played th e  sam e gam e over and 
over on  every ra ilroad  in  th e  S ta te ,— D etroit 
Free P m t,
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(From tho Virginia City, Nev., Enterprise.) 
“ T hey  m e t by chaucu, th e  u su a l w ay ,’ 

am ong th c  daugh te rs  of th e  wife of 
Adam. Said th c  one neighbor u n to  the  
o th e r :
v “ Good m o rn in ’ till  ye. M rs. O’Meara.V 

Said th e  o th e r u n to  th e  one : “ T h an k  ye,
kindly , good m o rn in ’, M rs. M cO:acken ; yer 
looking well th is  m o rn in ’.”

“ Ach, bu t its  th e  k ind ways ye have, M rs. 
O’M eara ; ye’d  be sp ak in ’ th e  c h ee rin ’ word if 
ye saw a poor body wid a  fu t in  th e  g rave— 
bu t I ’m  far from  feelin’ w e l l ; i t ’ 3  th e  ould 
d ish tress  in  m y chest, dear. I t ’s a irly  ye’re 
abroad th e  day, Mrs. O’M eara ; b u t ye’re  a l­
ways so in d u strio u s  and d riv in ’.”

“ Ye fia t th e r m e, M rs. M cCracken, bu t 
i t’s only in d riv in ’ th a t  th e re ’s ony thriv- 
in ’ these tim es — wid God’s b lessin ’ av 
course.”

“ T h rue  for ye, M rs. O 'M eara, a n ’ th ru ly  
its snug  ye a ir a t hom e, now —m a in in ’ 
but th e  h o n est words- I  sphake , -an’ no  flat- 
th e ry .”

“ W id th e  b less in ’ o’ God w e'r d o in ’ fairly  
—fairly , M rs. M cCracken.”

“  I  w ush I  cud get th e  saycre t Mrs. 
O’M eara. My M ichael works ivery blissed 
day in  th e  m ines, b u t n o th in ’ stays wid 
u s .”

“  Do you collect assissm ents, M rs. Mc­
C racken ?”

“ A ssissm ents, M rs. O’M eara, w hat would I 
be do in’ wid collectin’ a ss issm en ts  ? Bad 
cess to  it, w om an ! B ad cess to  it, w om an ; 
i t ’s the  o th e r way wid us, for M ichael he do 
bo pay in ’ assissm en ts ou th is  a il’ on th a t 
ivery blessed m on th , a lm o st.”

“  A n’ where does he  pay them , dear ?”
“  To th e  b roker shops : sure, where else 

would he  be pay in ’ th im , Mra, O’M eara ?”
“  W hy, to yourself, d a rliiy .”
“ To m e, M rs. O’M eara ?”
“ To yourself ! W here else should he be 

pay in ’ th im  ?”
“  \Viiat for would he be p ay in ’ assissm ent 

to m e ?”
“  W liat for dofs my P a trick  pay  ass iss­

m ents to  m e b u t because I  level ’em on him , 
dear ?”

“  Qn him  ? A n’ w hat is i t  for, d a rlin ’ ?’
“  I t ’s for th e  stock he  holds iu  th e  corpor 

a tio n ,d e a r—th e  in te res t he  h a s  in th e O ’M ear 
C onso lidated--do  you unders tan d  th a t, now 
—th o  O 'M -e a ra  G on-shol-idated ?”

“ W h at would th a t  b " f dear ?”
“  O riginally  i t  was th e  P a tlirick  O’M eara 

and  N ora McCu°, b u t was incorporated  as th e  
O’M eara C onsolidated in 1805 ; first issue of 
stock in  18GG ; wid a new issue every two 
years since. I t  is w hat they  call a close co r­
poration, I  believe, and  I  am  b o th  P resident 
and B oard of D irech tors , hou ld  th e  contlirol- 
ing  in tru s t an d  livil ass issm en ts .”

“  I  don’t  u n d ers tan d  i t  a t a ll,M rs. O’M eara. 
A n’ w hat is i t  th a t  ye level th e  assissm ents 
on. dear ?”

“  On th e  stock, to  be su re , w o m a n -  
on th e  live stock, do you see ? —six shares, 
now .”

‘ Do you m ane th e  ch ilder ?”
“ W hat else could I  m ane ? I ’ll tell ye, 

dear, for I  see yer w its are wrool gathering . 
You see, for a long tim e P a th rick  was b ay in ' 
th is  wild cat an d  th a t  w ild ca t, a n ’ all the 
cats w ur levelin’ assessm ents, a n ’ he p a in ’ 
’em  a n ’ keepin’ u s a ll a t  th e  po in t of sclitar- 
vation. I  saw iiow th in g s  wero goiu’, so I 
ju s t  b rought out on him  th e  papers of th e  
liom e incorporation , and  I  says to  h im  : 
“ H ere, now, sir, is th e  O’M eara C onsoli­
dated , a square  location, secured by a  pa ten t 
w ith bu t six shares in  it, aud  show in ' well 
as  fa r as developed ; now, I  level on it m y 
first assissm en t of tw enty dollars a  share .” 
Says he  : ‘N ora, ye’re  w us nor tho  wild
cats  ; ye take  m e whole m o n th ’s wages 1’ 
‘T h ru e ,’ says I ,  ‘ and I ’ll honestly  spind  
ivery c in t in  im provem ents for th e  benefit of 
th e  com pany.’ ”

“ An’ did lie sch tand  th e  assissm en t, Mrs. 
O’M eara ?”

“ H e did, for he  th o u g h t i t  a  good joke a t 
first, a n ’ for two or th re e  m on ths he paid up 
like a m a n .”

“  T hen  h e  q u it pay in ’ ?”
“  H e d id .”
“ A n’ w hat th en , M rs. O’M eara ?”
“ I  sould h im  o u t” 1 “ Sould h im  o u t ! How 

could you sell h im  o u t”
“  W ell, dear, h e  had  due an d  legal notice . 

I  first of all tou ld  h im  th a t  such  a  day  it 
would be de linquen t in  the  board , th in  th a t  it 
was advertised delinquent, a n ’ th a t  such a 
tim e would come th e  day o ’ sale. He though t 
i t  a good joke, b u t w hen I10 kem  hom e t h a t  
evening lie had  no  supper. I  d id n 't cook 
h im  a  w arm  m ale in  a  m o n th  ; I  s in t a  lo t 
of fu rn itu re  to th e  auction , aud  cu t h im  off in  
ivery way in h is  hom e com forts.”

“  A n’ w hat th en , dear ?”
“ H e niver since refused to pay h is  regu­

la r  a ssissm en ts.”
“ A c h !” I t ’s a  wise w om an ye are, M rs. 

O’M eara. Good m o rn in ’, t i l l  ye, a n ’ wid th e  
help o ’ God I ’ll inoorporate th e  M cCracken 
C onsolidated th is  b lissid  day, a n ’ level m y 
first assipsm ent before I  re sh t m y head on m e 
m e pilly  th e  n ig h t.”

FOK TASK liA O l ES.

London  papers a sse rt th a t  i t  is in  “ bad 
fo rm ” to  a tte n d  th e  races in  th e  elegant aud  
fancy costum es cn vogue, un less in  on e ’s own 
carriage w ith its  coat-of-arm s, livered servan ts  
and  all tho  appurtenances of w ealth  a u d  rank . 
T h a t to be elegantly  dressed in a  h ired  vehicle 
is absurd , coarse and  p reten tious. However, 
a  lady who has th e  consciousness of being well 
dressed, will n o t s tay  away from  th e  races be- 
cau e she does n o t own th e  carriage she is in, 
know ing th a t  n o t one in  a  dozen c m  te ll the  
privat e carn ag e  cf to-day from  the  public one.

DESIGNED BY A LADY.

A C inc innati lady has designed a toilet cab­
ine t, w hich is said to  bo very beautiful. P. is 
of m ahogany, fram ing  a  m irro r of F ren ch  
bevelled p la to  g la ss ; th e  cover is in  a  fern  de­
sign, and  th e  draw ers a re  carved w ith blue 
belle.

A HIGH HONOR.

M rs. Jam es B rander, an  em inen t E n g lish  
teacher, h a s  been appoin ted  by  th e  B ritish  
G overnm ent to  tho  h igh  position  of In specto r 
of Schools for M adras. T he  appo in tm en t was 
w holly unsolicited. A L ondon paper says “ it 
is  a  curious com m ent on republican conserva­
tism  th a t  wom en should be advanced to h igher 
posts of educational tru s t  in  E n g lan d  than  
A m erica.” I t  would hard ly  be in E n g lan d ’s 
power to  advance her women m ore rapidly 
th a n  A m erica h a s  already done, a lthough  so 
m any  years older in  progress and  civilization ; 
th is  is bu t an  exceptional case in  E ng land , 
and  A m erica h a s  loDg had  h e r women I n ­
spectors of Schools, besides prom o!ing them  
to h igher positions.

T he  New York Flow er and  F ru it  M ission 
h a s  opened a  coffee house, and  sells soup for 
th ree  cents, beefsteak for ten  cents, sand­
wiches for four cents and  o th e r th ings  a t 
s im ilar ra tes.

QUEEN VICTORIA

H as  la te ly  m ade a raro exception in  favor of 
an  A m erican vocalist, invited  to  sing  a t the 
s ta te  concert, and  has waived a  s trin g en t rule. 
F u ll  d ress—m eaning of course, low-neck dress 
a n i  bare  a rm s —is always required  by her 
M ajesty, of bo th  guests au d  singers ; bu t as 
th e  vocalist is forbidden by her doctor to ever 
dress in  th is  m anner, she declined th e  in v ita ­
tion  “ to sing before th e  Q ueen” who th en  gave 
h e r perm ission to  w ear h e r  own sty le of dress. 
T h is  w as a concession, no t to her nationa lty , 
bu t to  h e r  ta le n ts  as  a vocalist.

FOR THE WORKING GIRLS.

T he G irls F riend ly  Society of L ondon was 
founded for the  benefit of girls of th e  working 
classes, and  its  principal aim  is to provide for 
every working g irl in  E ng land , whose advice 
and  assistance m ay ten d  to  help young and 
unpro tected  girls in  a  rig h t p a th , aud so p re­
v en t m any  from  falliufM nto  the  cruel tem p ­
ta tions th a t  su rround  them .

woman’s r io h t s .

M any of the  wom en who are  clam oring for 
th e ir  “ rig h ts” m ig h t be ta u g h t a lesson from 
th ese  few words, w ritten  by th e  m o ther of 
several children, who says : “ I  devoted m y-

?elf to the charge of my nursery . I  a ttended  
to th e  physical and  mental needs of m y young 
children. T he work was laborious, b u t i t  I18S 
repaid m e. T hey  aro h ealthy , brave, honest 
and frank  ; th ey  are cursed w ith  none  of the  
sm all vices contracted  by in tim a te  in tercourse  
with persons of in ferio r intelligence, and  they  
are self-sustain ing  a t an early  period. N either 
pert nor precocious, they  ripen  early  to judg 
m en t ai.d com m on sem e, and  I  believe th a t 
tho careful tillage of m y own little  field has 
produced a  harvest w orth  th e  labor.”

Several benevolent persons aro ra ising  
funds for the  e stab lishm en t in  W ashington , 
D.C , of a hom e for sick women whose c ir­
cum stances do no t enable th em  to  secure 
su itab le  care. Owing to  tho character of the  
population of W ash ing ton , largely m ade up 
of lady clerks of sm all m eans, aud dependent 
for support upon th e  favor of persons in 
power, an in s titu tio n  such  as is proposed will 
find a us< fu l and  needed work. T he hom e 
will be under th e  care of M iss Rebecca S. 
H art, a  g raduate  of the  Bellevue T rain ing  
Sohool for N urses, and  she will be assisted  by 
some of th e  fem ale physicians- of the  capital.
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The Approach iny BN-rihrlioti of IK our 
<»r<al fNnnelrt Degerlbetl.

( F r o m  t h e  H a r t f o r d  T i m e s ) .

T here  seems to  be a  w idespread in te res t iu 
th is  com ing, and  now very n ear, perihelion  of 
th e  four la rger p lane ts. I t  is c la im ed  th a t  
th is  ra re  occurrence - som ething  unparalle led  
during  th e  C hristian  e ra —will so excite the 
electric surface of th a t  g rea t and  governing 
lum inary , and  a ll h is  p lan e tary  host, as to 
cause visible d istu rbances bo th  in  th e  sun  
aud  som e of th e  p lane ts. I s  th is  claim  sub ­
s tan tia te d  by facts  ? W " have h ad  theory  
for som e tim e, b u t th is  is no t so convincing 
as the  h a rd  facts, some of w hich from  our 
own observations, we will give fay w hat they  
are w orth . I t  is  well know n th a t  hurricanes 
of unprecedented  violence have occurred 
du ring  th e  p a st sp ring  in  th e  W estern  
and  Southw estern  S ta te s—some of th em  des­
troy ing  en tire  tow ns an d  m any  lives.

D oubtless am ateu rs as well as a stronom ers  
will become in te res ted  in  th is  p resen t p la n e t­
a ry  perihelion , w hich is said by th e  a stro n o ­
m ers to  exceed iu  in te res t any such conjunc­
tion  w ith in  th e4histovy of the  la s t 2,000 years ; 
for all four p lane ts  have th e ir  n eares t a p ­
proach alm ost sim ultaneously . I f  i t  becomes 
an  established  fact th a t  sun  spots m ean 
tornadoes an d  ru in  to  p rosperty  aud  life,their 
first approach upon th e  su n ’s disk w ill be 
w atched w ith  in te res t. A m ateurs with 
inverting  telescopes properly  shaded 
should  exam ine ihe  upper p a rt,  and 
with erecting telescopes th e  lower 
p a rt of th e  su n ’s disk in  th e  m orn ing , for 
tho  first appearance of the  spots ; and  as the  
su n  seem s to  m ake a ha lf revolu tion  in  12 
heu rs , i t  will be th e  lower side a t  n ig h t, or 
if erect, th e  upper. T h is is con tra ry  to  the  
usual m ethod  of viewing th e  s ta rs  and  p lan ­
ets, w hich are best seen a t  a h igh  a ltitude .

F o r th e  a id of those  who wish to  investi­
gate these increasingly in te resting  phenom ena, 
we would say th a t  i t  would take bu t a few 
m inu tes, m orn ing  and  evening, to m ake a 
sketch  of th e  spots, location, p ro p o rtion ,num ­
ber, etc. Differences each day could th u s  be 
noted. L arge spots can  som etim es be seen 
w ith a  sm oked glass. T he  ex ten t and  rap id ­
ity  w ith  which these  “ spo ts”  occur, are an  in ­
dication , according to scien tists, of th e ir  
close connection  w ith the  electro m agnetic 
conditions of ou r own world. A11 am ateu r 
who was so m inded m ig h t m ake a  good and  
tru s tw orthy  showing by sketching  while view­
ing. W hile searching on  M onday m orniug  
in  th e  p roper place for oncom ing spots, we 
saw  a  spot, coveriug, with its  penum bra, 
abou t 30 seconds of arc in  size, and  about 
th e  sam e d istance from  th e  su n ’s edge when 
discovered ; w hilst th c  changing cluster of 
la s t week was re trea tin g  a t  th c  o ther side, in 
a  w hite and  faded condition. Tuesday m o rn ­
ing  th is  spot is advancing and  increasing . 
W e supposed th a t  a spot of 2 o r 3 m inu tes  0 
a rc  would* show a  b ite  o u t of th e  sun ’s disk if 
seen a t  th e  rig h t tim e.

Before we stop, i t  m ig h t be best’to inqu ire, 
if these  cyclones continue greatly  to  increase, 
an d  to w ork th is  way, abou t a  safe re trea t. 
Som e have fled to  th e  cellar w hen th e  om in­
ous cloud approached; and  th e ir  fram e dwell­
ings w ent from  tho  foundation  aud  left them  
unharm ed . B u t i t  is  very evident th a t  th is  
could no t alw ays be th e  case. N either do we 
like th e  fa te  of th e  fam ily  who recently fled 
to  a  cave for fear of th e ir  houses being de­
stroyed, and  a  p a i t  were drow ned and  the 
re s t nearly  so. If  m an  m ust be hum bled 
down in to  th e  caves and  holes of th e  ea r th  for 
fear of these  swift aud  m ajestic  v isita tions, 
th e  in te lligen t, if no t th e  scientific m an 
would leave off th e  crow ning elevation  of 
h is  house and  p u t i t  in to  a  strong  brick or 
s tone room , of easy access from  h is  house, 
su itab ly  d rained  an d  ven tila ted , and  no t 
m uch above th e  e a r th 's  surface— and  bu ilt 
w ithou t iron . W e th in k  a ‘Jpyram id” would 
do. According to  ancien t and  holy w rit, 
lofty cedars, h igh  tow ers, and  th e  lofty looks 
of m an  have go t to  come down. B u t w hen ? 
In  tb e  “ day of the  L o rd ,” if w’o know w hen 
tb a t  is. Possibly th e  in su rance  com panies, 
no tin g  th e  im pressive electric phenom ena 
couueeted w ith  m any  cf these  terrific  cy­
clones, m ay find cause to  rearrange  their 
policies, to  m eet th e  possibilities of ligh tn ing  
in  an o th e r shape. W e shall endeavor to  ex­
h ib it on th e  street, from  tim e to  tim e th is  
season, these  so la r phenom ena, as well as th e  
m oon and  p lanets.

FArfrflloNNOTECg.

— Jetted  lace bonnets  are iu special favor 
for church  wear.

— Lace m itts , bo th  ecru and  black, are u n i­
versally  w orn in dem i-toilet.

—E leg a n t si-d i ribbon•< are  in  a lte rn a te  
grea t squares ot brocaded chess-board squares 
and  solid eo'or.

— “ Scrim  ’ is th e  nam e of a  coarse w hite 
linen  ba tis te  used in  com bination  w ith  a n ­
tique and  Medici lace for sum m er dresses.

—R obespierre cravats a re  of silk  m ull, em ­
broidered in  sm all rosebuds aud  trim m ed  w ith 
an  em broidered baud set on a ruffle.

— T he porte bonhmr rin g  for th e  little  fin 
ger is of silver, rep resen ting  delicate tw ine 
w ith two sinalToval drops suspended from  it

— T here  are th ree  th in g s  in  w hich the  
average N orth  C arolinian excels, nam ely, dis- 
cussing polities, d rink ing  v* hiskey, an d  good 
n a tu re .

—F ancy  T uscan straw  bonnets are line 
w ith sh irred  sa tin  ancf trim m ed  w ith  a large 
Alsace bow of wi »e sa tin  ribbon, w ithou t 
strings.

— W hite  pe tticoats  are trim m ed w ith plaited  
flounces, which a re  no t starched ; even thoso 
on th e  tra in s  for eveniug dresses are left u n ­
stiffened.

—Fancy aprons of sheer lawn, Iu d ia  m ull, 
Swiss, plain and  dotted, a re  worn over e legant 
dark dresses a t hotn.i iu  th e  a fternoon and  
evenings.

— T he custom  of sending flowers to  persons 
about to ►■ail lor E n ro p  » has been carried  to 
such excess in  New Y ork th a t it h a s  become 
ridiculous.

— A new an*l convenient bracelet is a  heavv 
silver chain , to which is a ttached  a  shopping 
pencil, d aftly h idden in  a m in ia tu re  charri; 
pagne bottle.

— Shirred  m ull garden and  shade h a ts  are 
trim m ed with garlands of delicate flowers and 
sm all fra its , or w ith tlio ligh test m arabou t aud 
ostrich  feathers.

— A revival of tho  spun straw  lace of a  q u a r­
te r  of a c en tu iy  ago, as ligh t as V alenciennes 
lace, is shown in  dain ty  little  bonnets  of the  
cottage and  the cap shape.

—Black sk irts  a re  m uch worn with jacket 
w aists, as well as  a  g rea t varie ty  of silk and 
woolen d raped sk irts  in fancy designs. S a tin  
is also  used  for th is  purpose.

— L ight-m inded young th in g  in a bath ing  
su it : “  Surely, A un t M argaret, you’re  not
going to  w ear your spectacles in  th e  w ater ?” 
A unt M., “ Indeed I  am , no th in g  shall induce 
m e to  take  off ano th e r th in g .”
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finqui rifts an («» lhe &ri*posifioa oi* thc 
Money Krceivcd—Gen. Burke Protests 
thnt Secret fi$u»iness is not Everybody’s 

ttcltHem lo Kxphiin—The 
Secret t'irculnr.

( N e w  Y o r k  S u n . )

There is troub le  brewing am ong th e  Ir ish  
patrio ts  abou t th e  sk irm ish ing  fund. Loud 
calls a re  m ade in  m any  d irections for some 
sort of account from  th e  tru s tees  of th e  fund 
as to w hether they  have on h a n d  th e  $88,- 
006.82 w hich they  adm it they  have received. 
The loudest call for an  accounting  has been 
m ade by  th e  Convention of Ir ish m e n  recently  
in  session a t Ph ilade lph ia . D elegates were 
p resen t from all pa rts  of tho  country , and  it 
is proposed to organ ize  a  great body, having 
in  view th e  independence of Ire land , to be 
called “ T h e  U n ited  Ir ish m en .”  The C on­
ven tion  was called m ain ly  th ro u g h  th e  in ­
s tru m en ta lity  of O’Donovan R ossa, who is 
now living in  P h iladelphia . H e was th e  
orig inato r of th e  sk irm ishing  fund, and  for a 
long tim e.one of its  tru s tees. B ut, about 
th ree  years ago, w hen about 170,000 had  been 
collected, he consented  th a t  a new board of 
T rustees should  be selected who should have 
en tire  con tro l of th e  fund. T h is  board  c o n ­
sisted of G en .,T hom as F ranc is  B urke, John  
J . B reslin , Jo h n  Dovoy, D r. W illiam  Carroll 
of P h iladelphia , Jam es R eynolds, of New 
H av en , a n d ' Augustine ’ Ford of the  
Ir is h  World. T h e  connection  of 
O’D onovan R ossa w ith th e  sk irm ish  
fund from  th a t  tim e gradually  died 
out. B u t recently  he  has been disposed to  
call th e  trustees to account. T he  Ph ilade l­
ph ia  Convention appoin ted  a  com m ittee of 
five to  in te rrogate  th e  trustees, and  get some 
sort of a  repo rt from  them  about th e  disposal 
of tho  funds. T he  com m ittee consisted of 
J o h n  B ren n an  of ~lowa, P. W . Crowe of I ll i­
nois, Jo h n  H arvey, P . J . D aly  an d  P  M urphy 
of M assachusetts. They cam e to  New York, 
and  w ith in  a few days have been m aking  d ili­
gen t efforts to  get a m eeting  of th e  trustees, 
bu t w ithout success. T hey  sen t a  rep o rt to 
th e  C onvention a t P h ilade lph ia  th a t  their 
m ission was f ru it le s s ; th a t  they  could not 
find th e  trustees, and  would be obliged to  re ­
tu rn  w ithout success, a s  th ey  did no t believe 
th e  tru stees in tended  to give th em  any  in fo r­
m ation . T hey afterw ard saw Gen T hom as 
F . B urke an d  h a d  an  .interview  with h im , 
bu t he refused to  recognize the ir au tho rity , 
and  declined to  givo th em  any  inform ation 
about th e  sk irm ish ing  fund. W ith  th e  p u r­
pose of ascerta in ing  th e  position of th e  tru s  
tees iu  th e  m atte r, th e  repo rte r called upon 
Gen. T hom as F . B urke, a t  h is  olfice in  th e  
D epartm ent of Pub lic  W orks, a t th e  City H all. 
Geo. B urke said he*was quite  willing to  give 
all ih e  in fo rm ation  on  th e  subject n o t r e ­
quired to  be kep t secret. H e was free to  say 
th a t  he did no t recognize th e  a u th o rity  of th e  
P n ilade lph ia  C onvention to  send any com ­
m ittee  to  investigate  th e  sk irm ish ing  fund.

“  H ave th e  com m ittee called upon you ?” 
inquired  the  reporter.

“ W ell, tw o or'•three gen tlem en  cam e up to 
m y house before I  was up  in the  m orning, and 
I  used  them  as well as I  could. I offered them  
some good w hiskey, bu t they  were tem perance 
m en and  w ouldn’t  d r in k .”

“ D id they  have a  m eeting  w ith th e  tru stees 
of th e  sk irm ish ing  fund  ?”

“ No, sir, th e re  has been no m eeting  of th e  
trustees since they  hatfe been he re ,”

“ Do you know ■whether th ey  have seen any 
o th e r of tho  tru s tees  beside you rse lf?”

“ I  have n o t seen any  of th e  trustees 
since these  gentlem en cam e on from  P h ila ­
de lph ia .”

“ D id you give th em  any in form ation  about 
the  fu n d ? ”

“ T he am oun t we have received is a  m a tte r 
of public noto riety . I t  is published  in the 
Ir is h  W orld  every week. T he h ist am ouut 
was §88.006.82.”

“ H as any  p a rt of th a t  been expended in  th e  
Ir ish  revolu tionary  m ovem ent ?”

“ Now you ask m e too m uch ,” replied Gen. 
Burke.

“ H as there  been any  rep o rt m ade of ex­
pend itu res, as to w hether the  tru s tees  Btill 
hold the  $88,006.82 ?”

“ T here  is  nobody to repo rt to. T h is  is our 
business. T h is  m oney is  given to us fo r a  
certa in  purpose. W e are responsib le for its 
use to prom ote th a t purpose. W e do no t re ­
cognize th e  rig h t of auybody to com pel ns to 
te ll w hat we have done w ith  the  m oney, if we 
have exponded any of it. W e aro ourselves 
th e  C ourt of Appeals in  tho  m a tte r. The 
m oney w as given to us w ithout any condition 
th a t  we should report to  anybody. W e are 
only  to be su re  and use i t  for revolu tionary  
purposes.”

“ Could you pu t in  specific words th e  p re ­
cise object for w hich you und ers tan d  th is  
m oney to  have been con tribu ted  ?”

“F o r pure  and  simplo revolutionary  busi­
ness ”

“ And are you th e  judges yourselves of 
w hether it is applied for th a t  purposes?”

“ I t  i3 left to th e  tru stees to determ ine w hat 
is pure  and  sim plo revolu tionary  business,” 
said Gen. B urke. “ W e are th e  C ourt of 
Appeals and th e  court below.”

“ D id you receive th is  com m ittee from 
Philadelphia  ?”

“ I  received no  co m m ittee ; only two or 
th ree  gentlem eft who called a t m y house. 
T hey claim ed to ropresent the  C onvention, but 
th e  Convention has no th ing  to do w ith m e or 
th e  tru stees. T he  skirm ishing  fund  is none 
of th e ir  business. .T hey  w anted a  s ta tem en t 
from  th e  trustees as to  w hat had  been done. 
T h a t I  declined to  give them . I t  would be 
very strange indeed if a  revo lu tionary  o rgan ­
ization  should expose its  secrets iu  th a t  way. 
T he trouble w ith  o th e r o rganizations before 
ours w as form ed was th a t they  fought th e ir  
battles  in  th e  new spapers. We started  w ith  
th e  idea of secrecy, and  we propose to carry it 
ou t. If  you in ten d  to h it  an  enem y, i t  is not 
well to  tell h im  w here you are going lo h it 
h im . If  I  propose to  succeed in  m y business 
I  do n o t in tend  to publish a ll about th a t  busi­
ness so th a t  everybody shall know w hat I 
am  doing. T here  were no conditions a t ­
tached  to th e  subscrip tions, except th a t 
the  object was lim ited  to  revo lu tionary  p u r­
poses. The m oney will be used for those  pu r­
poses, and  to th a t  th e  h onor of the  trustees is 
pledged. W e have arranged  i t  in  such  a  way 
th a t  it canno t be lost or stolen w ithou t the 
co operation of four or five m em bers of the  
B oard of T rustees. Some of th e  m oney is in 
registered bonds. I  had  some of th em  in my 
safe here  notAong ago. B u t we do no t p ro­
pose to  te ll our business to any  sidewalk com ­
m ittee  th a t  m ay come along and m ake a de­
m and  upon  us. We are responsible m en. Mr. 
Reynolds, one of th e  tru stees is C ounty Clerk 
of New H aven. We have no t held a  m eeting 
of th e  tru s tees  since these  m en cam e on  here, 
because we do no t th in k  i t  of any  im portance, 
a t least I  do no t a tta ch  any  im portance to  it. 
As for telling  you o r them  or anybody w hat 
has been done o r w hat is to  be done w ith the 
sk irm ish ing  fund I  do no t propose to  do it, 
and  I  th in k  the  o ther tru stees do no t propose 
to  do it. T h a t is  our business, and  it is  not 
the  business of anybody e lse .”

T he  reporter th en  sought an o th e r p rom i­
n en t Ir ish m an  who is know n to  be n o t id en ti­
fied w ith th e  sk irm ish ing  fund. H e sa id : “ I 
prefer no t to have m y nam e used in the  m a t­
ter, bu t to assure  you th a t  I  know som etL.ng 
of th e  in n e r w orkings of th e  sk irm ish ing  fund, 
I  will show you th e  circular of O’D onovan 
Rossa which s tarted  the  th in g  abou t six years 
ago. 4 Ie re  is tb e  c ircular, and  i t  h a s  never 
been published in  f u l l :

rossa’s se c r e t  a p pe a l .
The grievances of Ire lan d  have been often 

rehearsed  in  prose and  rhym e. T here  is no 
need of here  repeating  th e  bloody ta le  of con­
fiscation, outrage, rap ine and  m assacre, or of 
denouncing tho S atan ic  policy w hich, having 
failed to  ex tirpa te  our people, placed a  ban 
upon the ir religion, m ade education a  penal 
offence, and  th u s  system atically  labored to 
b ru ta lize  and  degrade them .

To-day th e  Ir ish  a t hom e are m ere sq u a t­
te rs . a lie n s^ n  th e ir  own soil, w hile th e ir  
blood an d  sweat are coined in to  gold by a 
brood of profligate landlords. T hey  are no t 
allowed to  possess or learn  th e  use of arm s. 
In d u s try  and  en terp rise  are banished from 
th e  land. H ence th e  you th , th e  bone, brain

and sinew of ou r race, flee from  th e ir  b irth  
place as from a  pest house ; bu t th ey  carry 
w ith  them  n e ith e r th e  trad itions , th e  educa­
tion , th e  m a n u a l tra in in g , th e  experience, 
n o r tho  m oderate  cap ita l w hich give to  
tho freem an such  advantages in  tho  struggle 
for bread.

Is it any  wonder, then , th a t  th c  great 
m ajority  of th em  should  hew  wood, draw 
water, fight battles, and  perform  m en ta l fser- 
vice for every o th e r race  am ong w hom  they  
are throw n.

O ur m isfo rtunes, no t ou r s ins, have 
b rought u s to  th is  condition  ; and  all 6ur 
m isfortunes are th e  d irect, inevitab le  lru it 
of E n g lish  dom ination  in  Ire land . H ave  we 
th e  m anly  s tre n g th  and  reso lu tion  to sm ash 
th a t in iqu itous yoke ? M ark w hat th e  Ir is h  
W orld  says :

“ O ther peoplo a re  w orking ; we are boast­
ing. O ther peoples are build ing  up  th e ir  
na tions, are developing th e ir  resources, are 
en rich ing  the ir lffcerature, aud  leaving th e ir  
im p rin t on th e  civilization of th e  age ; b u t 
we—we I r is h —are m ere lookers on, who, as 
if incapable of doing any th in g  of ourselves 
and  for ourselves, hang  around  w aiting for a 
job from  theso  strangers th a t  a re  so energetic­
ally engaged in th e  w orld’s m igh ty  work, 
w ishing th a t  these  m aster na tion-builders 
would m ake us th e ir  m enials, and set u s to  
work to hew  wood and  draw  w ater, to  carry 
th e  hod, to  dig d itches $ud clean d ra in s, o r to 
en te r th e ir  arm ies and  fight tlie ir battles. ■* * 
D on’t  ta lk  to  ns, O wise m an , abou t fa ilu res. 
‘F a i lu r e !’ why, we are failing every day. W e 
are ro ttin g  and  perish ing  every day iu  our 
idleness * * * * £ *

“ You will say : ‘W e Ir ish  have no  a r­
tillery , no sh ips of war. H ow, then , can  we 
offer ba ttle  to  E n g lan d  ? Plow can we m eet 
he r on land  or sea ?’ T here  a re  m ore ways 
to k ill a wolf besides choking h im . If  you 
cannot fight E n g land  face to  face (as W endell 
Phillips says), stab  h e r in  th e  back. If  you 
are  n o t in  a  position to  carry  on a  regu lar 
w ar, a ssis t with your m oney those who are 
ready to wage a gainst h e r  au irreg u lar w ar­
fare. * * * Ire land , we say, m u s t be
m ade free ; and to accom plish th is , a ll the  
cities of E n g lan d —if E n g lan d  do n o t le t go 
h e r ho ld—m ust be laid in  a shes .”

F rien d , you  have here  set before you  th e  
scope and  purpose of “ T he S k irm ish ing  F u n d ,” 
w hich you will find fu rth e r explained  011 the  
enclosed subscrip tion  circular. W e do no t 
m ake an y  big prom ises, we do n o t propose to 
raise an  a rm y  or a fleet of iro n c lad s ; b u t with 
a handfu l of brave, death -daring  m en , aided 
by such appliances as m odern  science pu ts  
w ith in  easy reach, we do expect to so ha rass  
th e  enem y’s com m erce on sea and  on land , 
and h e r in te res ts  everywhere, as to m ake h e r 
lose m ore th a n  she gains by despoiling and  
enslaving Ire lan d .

Do you believe th a t  you owe a  du ty  to y ou r­
self and  your oppressed race ? Do you be­
lieve in  th e  rig h t of the  Ir ish  people to  self- 
governm ent ? Do you believe it a holy and a 
w holesom e work to  sm ash  th e  m ost colossal 
in iqu ity  th a t  ex ists on the  face of God’s earth  
to-day ? If  so, you will give proof of th e  fa ith  
th a t  is in  you, by m aking  som e sligh t sac ri­
fice, w here o thers  are ready to  risk  th e ir  lives. 
You m ay  n o t bo able to  do as m uch as you 
would like to  do, bu t do w hat you can . You 
will m eet w ith  opposition, and  doubtless with 
ridicule, from  persons who will p o in t to  past 
failures ; b u t you can answ er th a t, even though  
th is  sk irm ish ing  fund  were p redestined  to  fail 
too, i t  is w orth  a tr ia l,  an d  is certa in  lo  be 
tried  w hether they  help  i t  o r not.

No Ir ish  revo lu tionary  m ovem ent h e re ­
tofore has assailed  E n g lan d  w ith 
h e r own w eapons. W e propose to  
m eet h e r with h e r own tactics, and  th u s  m ake 
our hostility  felt and feared. You can do a 
m a n ’s share  of th e  work by tak in g  a  
reliable friend w ith  you and canvassing your 
d is tric t w ith th e  enclosed circular. W ill you 
do it ?

O ’D onovan R ossa, Secretary.

182 C hatham  square, N.Y.

J am es J .  C lancy , T reasurer. *

114 W illoughby street, B rooklyn, N.Y.

T h e re  are about a m illion  subscribers to 
th is  sk irm ish ing  fund, and  a  good m any of 
them  have been anxious to  see somo re tu rn  
for th e ir  m oney. T hey kave been w aiting in 
vain for the .p rom ised  harassing  of th e  enem y 
on sea and  land . H in ts  are abroad th a t 
som e of th e  m oney has been sk irm ished  away 
in  ja u n ts  abroad or iu  o ther ways n o t p a rti­
cularly  dam aging to  E u g lan d , or especi­
ally beneficial to Ire land . I t  would be a 
charity  to  call a tten tio n  to  th e  irresponsible 
charac ter of th e  sk irm ish ing  fund m ove­
m ents.

M ajor D. P . C onyngham , ed ito r of th e  
Tablet, h as recently  beeu calling  on the  
tru stees of the  sk irm ishing  fund  to  give somo 
account of th e ir  tru s t. H e says th a t if the  
trustees have any im p o rtan t secrets th a t  they  
do no t w ish to divulge, they  m igh t easily give 
som e general assurance th a t  th e  sk irm ish ing  
fund is all righ t, th a t i t  is s till in  the  hands  
of th e  tru s tees, or th a t  a portion  of i t  has 
been honestly  expended for revolu tionary  
purposes. H e  th in k s  the  tru s tees, for th e ir  
own rep u ta tio n s’ sake, will be com pelled b e ­
fore long to say som ething  m ore defin ite th an  
they  are now willing to  say to  inqu iring  
subscribers.

it: U itE>l£It A.\l) SUIClD l!) A T  I,A *T

The Sequel lo the iTInny Domestic 
Trouble* ot Abram Bills anil his 
Wile.

E l m ir a , J u n e  28 .—A bram  B ills, of P ark in s- 
ville, S teuben C ounty, m arried  h is  cousin, 
C atharine  Bills, tw enty-five years ago. H e 
was a  well-to-do farm er. Seven children  
were born  to h im . T hen  h is  wife’s m other 
cam e from  G erm any and  lived n ear them . 
Soon afterw ard  trouble arose between Bills 
and  h is  wife. She charged h im  w ith ill- 
treating  h e r. She left h im  and  prosecuted 
h im  for assau lt. N othing  was prov?d against 
Bills and  he  was acquitted . H e and  h is  wife 
becam e reconciled and lived together again. 
Soon afterw a.ds B ills’ barn  and  o ther o u t­
buildings were destroyed by fire. M rs. Bills 
again left h e r  husbaud . H er m o ther m ade 
a charge of a ssa u lt against h im . H e was ac ­
qu itted . H is wife th e n  declared th a t  he had 
set fire to h is  own b a rn  to get th e  insurance. 
She had  h im  indicted. H e was tried  &nd 
honorably  acquitted , no t a  partic le  of evi­
dence bping found against him . Mrs. Bills 
then  began proceedings for lim ited  divorce, 
to p e rm it her to live ap a rt from her 
husband , b u t com pelling h im  to  support her. 
She asked for th e  divorce on th e  ground  of 
b ru ta l and inh u m an  trea tm en t. She could 
no t estab lish  h e r charge, and  the  divorce was 
n o t g ran ted . B ills, however, was ru ined  by 
the costs of th e  pe rs is ten t litigation  th a t  his 
wife and  her m o ther carried  on a gainst him . 
H e took all of h is  ch ildren bu t one and  em i­
grated  to  Colorado to escape th e  persecutions 
of h is  wife and  m other-in-law . T h is  was 
seven years ago. H e kep t h is  w hereabouts a 
secret. About a  year ago M rs. B liss found 
ou t by accident w here he was living. She 
and  h e r m o ther removod to  Colorado, and 
took up th e ir  qua rte rs  near B ills’ farm . He 
learned  a  week o r so since th a t  they  were 
near h im , and  feared th a t they in tended  to 
set h is children  against birn. H o w ent to 
th e ir  house. H is wife was a t d inner, w ith her 
m o ther and th e  son who had  rem ained with 
her. B ills drew a revolver and  sho t h is  wife 
dead. H e then  sho t him self. H e lived long 
enough to  w rite a  le tte r  to h is  fa ther, who 
lives in  S teuben C ounty, giving th e  details of 
th e  tragedy. Uo justified  h im self for th e  act. 
T he le tte r has ju s t been received by th e  old 
people. B ills begged h is  fa ther, who is a 
farm er in  good circum stances, to  leave any 
m oney or p roperty  th a t  m ig h t have been h is  
a fte r h is  fa th e r’s death  to  h is  four youngest 
children. Old Mr. B ills w ill tako m easures 
a t once to have th e  ch ild ren  b rought E ast.

— London T ru th  says th a t th e  fashionable 
age for lad ies ju s t now is from  tw enty-four to 
th ir ty , sweet seventeen being ou t of the 
reckoning.

— M en like to  sec them selves in  p r in t 
women like to  see them selves in  a  looking- 
g lass.

T H E  COOK’S COLUMN.

C o ld - w a t e r  C a k e .— 1 te a c u p fu l o£ s u g a r , 
p iece  of b u t t e r  th e  s iz e  o f a n  egg , £  te a sp o o n  - 

I fu l of c rc a m  t a r t a r  in  a  co ffeccup fu l of s if te d  
flo u r, \  te o sp o o n fu l o f so d a  in  \  te a c u p fu l 
w a te r, w h ite s  o f 2 eg n s , b e a te n  to  s tif f  f r o th ,  
a n d  p u t  in  la s t  ; f la v o r  to  la s to .

F r e n c h  C a k e .— H a lf  c u p  b u t te r ,  V> e g a s , 2 
cups sugar, I  cup m ilk, 3 cups flour, 2 te a -  
spoonfuls cream  ta r ta r ,a u d  1 teaspoonful soda. 
B eat th e  yolfks of eggs in  th e  m ilk, add  th e  
bu tte r and  th e  sugar, thee  th e  flour and  the  
cream  ta r ta r , th en  th e  w hites of the  
eggs, and  la s t of a ll th e  soda.

P in e a p p l e  F r it t e r s . —One p in t of flour, 
£ p in t of m ilk , 3 eggs, £ teaspoonfu l soda, f  
teaspoouful cream  ta r ta r ,  1 ta b ’espoonful 
sugar, sa lt to  ta s te . Peel an d  slice 1 ja icy  
pineapple, a n d  cover w ith  sugar ; le t i t  s tan d  
over n ig h t ; s t ir  in  th e  b a tte r  w hen ready  to 
fry. To be ea ten  w hile h o t, w ith  sugar.

C u c u m ber  P ic k l e . —P u t 500 cucum bers in 
a  tu b  w ith  4 q u a rts  of s a l t ; cover w ith boil­
ing  w ater, an d  le t s tan d  tw en ty-four hou rs  ; 
take  them  from  th e  b rin e  aud p u t th^em in 
ja rs , w ith  3 dozen ou;ous aud 8 peppers ; 
cover w ith boiling v inegar, in  w hich you have 
pu t 2 tab lespoonfuls of cloves, alspice and  
c innam on, a lum p of a lum  th e  size of an 
egg, and  1 pound  of brown sugar.

R e d  R aspb e r r y  J e l l y .— P ress th e  juice 
from  raspberries w ith o u t h e ating  ; boil 20 
m inu tes  a nd  p u t 3-4 of a  pound  of su g ar to  a 
pound  of raspberry  ju ice ; h e a t th e  sugar and  
pour i t  in to  the  boiling  ju ic e .s tirr in g  c o n sta n t­
ly u n til it dissolves ; th en  boil 5 m inu tes  
longer, and  pou r in to  tho  w arm ed jelly  
glasses ; cover w hen  cold w ith  hrand ied  
tissue  paper an d  p aste  th ick e r paper 
over th e  top . T h is  is a  m ost delicious je lly  
for cake.

C u r r ie d  E g g s .— Boil 6 eggs quite h a rd  and  
when cold cu t each in to  4 pieces, so th a t  they  
m ay s tan d  on th e  dish w ith  th e  po in ts  u p p er­
m ost ; lay  aside. F ry  2 onions, sh red  very 
fine, in  b u tte r, add 1 tab lespoonful of curry  
powder, 2 ounces of b u tte r  rolled in  flour, and  
by degrees \  p in t veal stock ; le t th e  whole 
boil up  for \  of an  ho u r, th e n  s tir  in  very 
slowly 2 tablespoonfuls of cream , s im m er 5 
m inu tes  ; p u t in  th e  eggs and  le t th em  h ea t 
slowly for 4 o r 5 m inu tes, and  serve in  th e  
sauce w ith  boiled rice.

S tra w berry  J am .—Pick over an d  weigh th e  
straw berries. If  they  are free from  d u st and  
sand do no t w ash th e m . P u t them  in  a  porce­
lain  kettle , c ru sh  th em  thoroughly , th e n  set 
them  over th e  fire, s tirring  occasionally to 
keep from  burn ing . W hen they  begin to  boil 
skin them  and  le t th em  cook 20 m inu tes  w ith ­
o u t th e  sugar, tak ing  off th e  scum  as i t  rises  
F o r m ost fru it 1-2 a  pound  cf sugar is  snfli 
c ien t, b u t if th e  berries a re  very acid, 3-4 of a 
pound  m ay  be used. A fter adding tho  sugar 
cook 10 m inu tes a fter i t  begins to bo il; seal 
in cans, or p u t iu b o w ls ; w hen cool cover 
w ith th in  w hite paper wet in  b randy, and  
paste  an o th e r paper over the top  of th e  bowls.

T omato S au ce .— G ather your tom atoes 
w hen fully ripe, rnd  Wash them  and  m ash  
them  in  somo suitab le  vessel. T h en  place 
them  in  a  kettle  over a m oderate  fire, and 
when ju s t warm ed th rough , press a  cullender 
down upon them , th en  dipping  from  th e  cu l­
lender all the w atery ju ice possible. A fter 
boiling a  sh o rt tim e, s tra in  th e  m ass th rough  
a  wire sieve, ju s t  fine enough to re ta in  the  
rin d  of th e  f r u i t ; th e n  re tu rn  it 
to the  kettle  and  boil i t  down 
to  th e  desired consistency ; som e prefer i t  
th in , as i t  re ta in s  m ore of th e  flavor, tak ing  
all care th a t  i t  does no t becam e scorched in 
the  process. H eat th e  bottles you in ten d  to 
use in  a  steam er to  a  boiling h eat, an d  while 
they  re ta in  th is  h ea t fill th e m  writh  sauce in 
a  boiling sta te . T hen  cork them  im m edia te ly  
w ith good corks, and  place th em  w here th ey  
will cool slowdy.

F ood fo r  t h e  S ic k . —F requen tly  we find 
sick people whose stom ach reject a ll k inds of 
nou rish m en t u n til conditions follow th a t  in  
m any  instances te rm in a te  fatally . In  tw enty 
instances in  w hich I  havo heard  th e  popular 
sick-bed nou rishm en ts  prescribed and  r e ­
jected  by a n  inva lid ’s  enfeebled stom ach, I  
have never known th e  sim plo saucer of 
parched coru, pudding, or gruel refused. T he 
corn is roasted  brow n, precisely as we roast 
coffee, ground as fine as m eal in  a coffee-mill, 
and m ade e ithe r in to  m ush , gruel, o r th in  
cakes, baked ligh tly  brow n, and  given e ither 
warm  o r cold, clear, or w ith w hatever d ress­
ing  th e  stom ach will receive or re t^Jn .P arched 
corn and  m eal boiled in  skim m ed m ilk, an d  
fed frequently  to  children suffering from  
sum m er diarrhoea, w ill alm ost always cure, as 
i t  w ill dysen try  in  adu lts , and, we believe, 
the  cholera in  its  earlier stages.

T h e  I dea l  S traw berry  S h o rt-C ak e . —W e 
call th is  tho  “ ideal” receipt for straw berry  
short-cako because we cannot im agine how 
any th ing  in th a t  line could be m ore delicious 
th a n  th e  one w hich found its  way \to  the  
editor’s luncheon tablo the  o th e r day, w ith a 
pleasant m essage ; a u d i t  was m ade after th is 
fashion , iu one of the  n eates t k itchens in 
Buffalo, i ake one q u a rt of flour, 3 tea ­
spoonfuls baking pow der, 1 p in t of m ilk, and 
£ teacup shorten ing , w hich should be two- 
th ird s  b u tte r and  one-th ird  la rd  ; m ake the  
paste  as soft as possible for rolling i t  ou t : 
bake in one layer, and  w hen baked cut off the  
upper c rust which will not be w anted. B u tte r 
th e  short-cake, and  spread over i t  th e  straw ­
berries, w hich have been already sugared and 
partly  crushed. I n  th e  m ean tim e you should 
kave beaten  th e  w hites of two eggs to  a stiff 
fro th , with a  sufficiency of pulverized sugar. 
Lay th is  over th e  berries th ick ly , p u t in  th e  
oven, and  let i t  bake till th e  m eringue is a 
delicate brown. Serve w ith  rich, sweet cream  
—and whoever e a ts  i t  will u n ite  w ith u s in 
blessing th e  excellent housekeeper and  es­
teem ed neighbor who fu rn ished  th is  precious 
recipe.

C urra nt  J e l l y .— T he sooner thc  jelly  is 
m ade afte r the c u rran ts  begin to  redden th e  
better. Look th e  cu rran ts  over carefully, re ­
jecting  all bru ised  or decayed fru it and  the 
leaves and  p a rt of th e  stem s ; th e n  p u t the  
fru it in to  a  s tone ja r, set i t  in a  kettle  of boil­
ing water, le t i t  boil, closely covered, u n til 
th e  cu rran ts  a re  broken in  pieces, th en  s tra in  
th ro u g h  a  course, s tou t jelly  bag ; afterw ard  
s tra in  th ro u g h  a  finer flannel bag. (My rule 
is a pound of ju ice  to a  pound  of sugar, b u t 
for jellies to  be served w ith m eats  o r gam e I  
m ake i t  w ith £ of a  pound of sugar to  a  pound 
of juice, w ithou t fear of failure). Boil th c  
juice ju s t 20 m inu tes. F rom  th e  m om ent i t  
begins to  boil, skrm once thoroughly . Set 
the  sugar in to  th e  oven, an d  h ea t i t  very h o t ; 
then  p u t in  the  h o t sugar, s tirrin g  constan tly  
un til i t  h a s  all d isso lved ; th en  let i t  come to 
a  boil, skim  it  tho rough ly  again , and  boil two 
m inu tes ; have ready th e  g lasses o r bowls, 
w arm ed ; fill w ith  tho  boiling liquid and  set 
il  aside to  co o l; when cold, cover w ith  bran- 
died tis su e  paper, and  paste  a th ick  paper 
over tho top  of the  glass. Keep in  a  cool, dry 
place.

IlNK ID EIJTV  A N I) D IV O K i'E .

A Dark I'.huptrr in the. SBiMtory of n Noted 
Tempera nee A«! vocnle.

Elmira, Ju n o  29 .— Eccles R obinson, of 
P ittsbu rg , was reclaim ed from  a life of in tem ­
perance in  1877 by F ran c is  M urphy. He 
became the  ablest lieu ten an t th a t  tem perancc 
advocate had , in  th e  days of M urphy’s g rea t­
est popu larity  and influence. H e cam e to 
th is  city w ith M urphy in  1877, w hen th e  la t­
ter began h is  rem arkable  tem perance work in 
th e  sou th ern  tie r, w hich resu lted  in  alm ost 
com pletely c rush ing  ou t for th e  tim e the  
liquor traffic in  th is  p a rt of the  sta te . H otels 
an  i saloons were closed by th e  score. P ro m ­
in e n t liquor dealers aud  hotel p roprietors de- 
s tro \c d  th e ir  stocks, renounced th e  traffic, 
and  jo ined  the  M urphy arm y. M en who for 
years had  been the  m ost convivial of com ­
panions and regu la r and  respectable  patrons 
of d rink ing  places abandoned th e ir  ways, 
signed th e  M urphy pledge, and  in  m any  in- 
stanoes jo ined  th e  C hurch . M any of them  
are to-day conspicuous an d  active C hurch  
m em bers. I t  is  estim ated  th a t  in  tho  vicinity  
of E lm ira  alone m ore th a n  th ir ty  thousand  
persons, largely  from  th e  b e tte r classes of 
society, signed th e  M urphy pledge.

T h is w onderful re su lt was due in  a  great 
m easure  to  th e  eloquence and  m agnetic in flu ­
ence of M urphy’s young and  im passioned con­
vert, Eccles R obinson. W hen M urphy left 
th is  field he placed Robinson in  charge of tke

sou th ern  tie r. R obinson m ade  E lm ira  h is  
h eadquarters  for a  tim e. H e had  a wife an d  
child. He kept u p  an  unflagging  in te re s t in 
tho work. A year o r so ago h e  rem oved to 
B ingham ton. A gospel tem perance  society 
was form ed in  th a t  city, of w hich h e  becam e 
th e  head . H e was extrem ely popu lar and  had 
a great moral influence in  the  v ic in ity . H e 
bega.11 a conrse of study p rep ara to ry  to e n te r ­
ing tho m inistry . A11 em inen t c lergym an of 
B ingham ton  was h is  patron  in  th is  M rs. 
Robinson was of a good Philadelphia  fam ily , 
and  w as regarded as a fit helper of h e r h u s ­
band  in  h is  w ork.

L a s t fall a  rum or, w hich could be traced  to 
no  responsib le source, w as in  circulation th a t  
Eccles R obinson abused h is  wife. I t  was no t 
believed. In  October last, how ever, M rs. 
R obinson le ft h e r h u sb an d ’s house in  a  m a n ­
n e r th a t  surp rised  h e r  friends. M r. R obinson 
said th a t  she h ad  gone on a  v is it to  P h ilade l­
ph ia . A few days afterw ard  she  appeared  a t 
th e  residence of an  E lm ira  clergym an. She 
said  th a t  she  wras unab le  to live an y  longer 
w ith  h e r h u sb an d , because of h is  h a rs h  tre a t­
m e n t of h e r and  of h is u n b lush ing  infidelity . 
She said also th a t  he kep t b randy  in  h is  house 
and  carried  a  bottlo  of liquor w ith h im  when 
he  w ent out ori h is  tem perance  lectu res. 
T hese charges a stounded  th e  com m unity . 
Mr. R obinson denied th em . H o said  h is  wife 
had  herself been u n fa ith fu l to  h im  an d  m en ­
tioned  a  well-known c itizen  of E lm ira  as her 
p a r tn e r  in  guilt. H e  h ad  told h e r  th a t  it 
would be im possib le for h im  to live w ith  her 
longer, and  suggested th e  p rop rie ty  of h e r 
going to hor fam ily  in  Ph ilade lph ia . Ho 
began proceedings again st h e r  for a  divorce. 
H is  friends believed he was innocen t of th e  
charges m ado by  h is  wife. T he m in is te rs  all 
susta ined  h im .

M rs. R obinson ind ignan tly  denied th e  story  
he r h u sb an d  to ld  abou t h e r. Sho m ade a 
m inu te  and  c ircu m stan tia l s ta tem en t of h is 
pe rs isten t in fidelity  under h is  own roof, a 
servan t in  th e ir  em ploy being h is alleged 
param our. A very  b itte r feeling was aroused  
in th e  com m unity , m any of R obinson’s old 
friends and  supporters  s iding w ith th e  wife. 
One day, in  E lm ira , Robinson m et th e  gen ­
tlem an  w ith  whom lie chargcd th a t  his wife 
had  been in tim a te , an d  a ttem p ted  to  shoot 
h im . Soon afterw ards M rs Robinson w ent 
to h e r h u sb an d ’s house in  B ingham ton  and 
found him  alone w ith  a wom an. She then  
began counter proceedings lo r a divorce. .

Robinson learned  th a t h is wife h a d  in  her 
possession a p riva te  diary, in  w hich was re ­
corded tho  evidences of h is  infidelity  w ith  
several B ingham ton  women. H is  proceed­
ings in  th e  divorce case were d iscon tinued . 
The d iary was k ep t in  G reek, b u t was tra n s ­
la ted  by a lawyer. I t  was an  im p o rtan t w it­
ness in  M rs. R obinson’s su it ag a in st h e r  h u s ­
band , which was ended yesterday  in  B ing­
h am ton . A form er servan t of M r. R ob inson ’s 
also testified to  c rim inal re la tions w ith  the  
reform er. R obinson a ttem pted  to  prove th a t  
h is  wife had  confessed to in fidelity , b u t failed. 
M rs. R obinson was yesterday  g ran ted  a  d i­
vorce, th e  ju ry  agreeing in  a  very few m inutes.

COMIC BUDGET.

—A F ren ch m an  from  county K erry says 
th a t  kerosene is useful, b u t he prefei s the  good 
old Im m erald  lie  to any of them .

— L in es—n o t by T ennyson , b u t by som e­
body else :

“  T h o s o  w h o  i n  q u a r r e l s  i n t e r p o s e  
M u s t  o f t e n  w i p e  a  b l o o d y  n o s e .  ’

— T h a t farm er understood h u m an  n a tu re  w ho 
said : “ If you w ant to keep your boy a t  hom e, 
d on ’t bear too h a rd  on  the g rin d sto n e  w hen  
he tu rn s  th e  c ran k .”

— An Illino is  debater “  had  ’em ” w hen he  
arose an d  said , “ Yes, gen tlem en , W aterloo  
was th e  biggest k ind  of a fight, b u t W ash ing ­
to n  w hipped ’em  like a  w ink .”

—An agricu ltu ra l paper says th a t  k in d  words 
will cu re  a  cow of kicking, b u t m an y  p refer 
th e  old way of m au lin g  th e  c ritte r  w ith a 
fence ra il u n til h e r h e a r t is  broken.

— “ W ho d a t h it  m e ? ”  “ W here’s d a t 
lan te rn  ? ” were th e  exclam ations of an  as­
ton ished  E lm ira  darkey, a fte r being throw n 
som ething  like a  h undred  feet by  a  locom o­
tive.

- - A  Lowell m ill g irl th e  o ther day saik  to a 
d irec to r who w ished h e r  to  consent to  a re ­
duction of w ages: “ Before I ’d do i t  I ’d see 
you, an d  your whole g rasp in ’ set, in  T o-ph i-e t 
pu m p in ’ th u n d e r a t tb ree  cents a clap.”

— H alf a  pound of shot judiciously ad m in ­
istered to  sym pathetic  cats a t  th is  season o f 
th e  y ear will bear fru it in  increased  hou rs  o f 
slum ber th ro u g h o u t th e  sum m er and have a  
tendency to  p rev en t a corner in  th e  ch icken  
m arket.

— “ M en are w hat W om en m ake T h em ,” is 
the  singu lar title  of a  new  book. I t  m ay be 
true , b u t we have seen som e dreadfully  poor 
specim ens of tho  m anufac tu red  article, w hich 
fact reflects badly  e ither upon th e  m a te ria l or 
th e  m aker.

—T he C hinese ladies w ear in  th e ir  bosom s 
little  dw arf fir tree , w hich by a  c a re fu llj  
ad justed  system  of s ta rv a tio n  have been  re ­
duced to  th e  size of button-ho le  flowers. 
These rem ain  fresh  and  evergreen in  th e ir  
dwarf s ta te  for a  nu m b er of years.

—W hen G eneral H ancock was a litt le  boy 
he one day drew h is  toy sword and  cu t off th e  
head  of ono of h is m o th e r’s ducks. “  W ell 
done, sonny ,” said an  old re ta in e r of 
the  fam ily, “  you’ll" be defeated  fo r 
the  P residency y e t.”— N ew  Y ork Commer- 
eial.

— A W estern  paper says th a t  an  Iow a m an  
has applied for a  divorce 011 th e  ground  th a t  
h is  wife is  an  invalid . T hey  began life in  a 
vine-em bosom ed cottage. I t  was a t the  wash- 
tu b  th a t  she cau g h t a  se \e ro  cold. H e drives 
a  charcoal w agon and  expects to be happy iu  
heaven.

— A shrew d cat in  V icksburg, M iss., h a s  
been occupied in  s ittin g  upon a  n est of lien ’s 
eggs. A t la s t accoun ts  she had  succeeded in  
ge tting  three ceickeus safely from  th e  shell 
and  h a s  hopes of a  largo brood. C ats are no t 
fond of eggs, bu t chickens a t a ten  ;'er age are 
to th em  an  especial delicacy.

— Probably tho  g rea test bet m ade on  th e  
Chicago Convention was th a t  of a  workm an 
at P e te rs ’ box and  lum ber facto iy  a t F o rt 
W ayne, In d  , who be t h is  wife a gain st a  black­
sm ith ’s gold w atch th a t  G ran t would win.. 
T he wile agreed to  th e  strange  proceedings* 
and  now graces th e  b lacksm ith ’s  hom e.

— I m yself know a  lady of 90 summers,who* 
cam o up here  from  D enver abou t a year ago 
for th e  purpose of keeping lodgers, w hich she  
did for several m onths, b u t h a s  now re tired  
from  active business, hav ing  possessed h e r­
self of a  hom e of h e r o w n ,an d  several sm aller 
houses w hich sho re n ts  o u t.— [L eadville  Lie*

—An E n g lish m an  h ired  a  vessel to  v isit 
T eredos. H is p ilo t, a n  old Greek, rem arked  
w ith an  a ir  of satisfaction  as they  sailed along: 
“ I t  was th e re  th a t  our fleet lay .” “ W h at 
fleet ?” asked th e  B rito n . “ W hat fleet ?” 
re jo ined  th e  p ilo t in  aston ished  tones. 
“  W hy, our G reek fleet, of course, a t  th e  siege 
of Troy.”

—A T erre  H a u te  physician  told th e  C oun ty  
Medical Society th a t  one of h is  p a tien ts , a  
young w om an, was a ttacked  w ith  frig h tfu l 
pains in  h e r legs ; th a t  a fter tw o weeks 
of suffering she recovered, and  i t  was 
found th a t  sho was six inches ta lle r th a n  
before. T h e  rep o rt was received in  im pres  
sive silence. un nv

— A W orcester gentlem  wor ho  locked h is  
com bination  safe on th e  hi& d “ bean ,” w as 
so su rp rised  w hen ho gaveook clerk th e  w ord  
th a t  lie w as unab le  to  u n i ng i t ,  while th o  
la tte r was to rtu red  w ith  pa s  of rem orse  till 
ho accidentally  discovered tha$ h is  em ployer 
hab itua lly  and w ith m alice a fo re th o u g h t 
spelled i t  “  bene.”

— An E n g lish  c lergym an, th e  Rev. Tliosr*. 
Ratcliffe, V icar of Stapleford , was charged 
before tb e  N ottingham  C oun ty  m ag is tra tes  
th e  o th e r day  w ith a ssau ltin g  S arah  J o h n s to n „ 
a  m arried  w om an. I t  appeared  th a t  th e  
com p la in an t w ent to  th e  chu rchyard  on F r i ­
day  n ig h t for th e  purpose of cu tting  th e  grasei 
on  h e r  ch ild ’s grave. W hile  s a  engaged th e  
defendan t appeared , and , charging h e r witht 
tre sp ass in g , s truck  h e r and  knocked h e r  
dow n. H e was fined  a  guinea.


