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T A B  E F F E C T  I N  T I I R H K Y  O F  G L A D .  
H T O N E ’M S U C C E S S .

(Correspondence of the New York Sun.)
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , A pril 2 3 . — T h e u nex  

pected re su lt of th e  e lections in  E n g lan d  has 
produced a  p ro found  sensa tion  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  E a s t. A belief h a s  hereto fore  existed  in  
T urkey , n o t u n lik e  th a t  p reva len t in  th e  
S o u th e rn  S ta tes  p rio r to  th e  w ar, w hen cotton  
was called K ing an d  E n g lan d  was supposed 
to  be its  obed ien t se rv an t, th a t th e  existence 
of th e  O ttom an  E m p ire  is essen tia l to  th e  
safety  of B ritish  In d ia , and  th a t  th e  policy of 
th e  E n g lish  G overnm ent m u s t of necessity  
be p ro -T u rk ish  an d  an ti-R u ssian . T h e  ad ­
v en t to  pow er of a  new  school of po litic ians, 
w ith  a  program m e opposed to  th e  trad itio n a l 
policy of B ritish  s ta tesm en , h a s  consequen tly  
produced th e  u tm o s t co n ste rn a tio n  an d  be ­
w ilderm ent in  official circles here .

T h e  idea of an  A nglo-R ussian  alliance for 
th e  se ttlem en t of th e  E a s te rn  question  is one 
so u tte rly  novel th a t  th e  T u rk s  fail to  realize  
th e  re su lts  w hich m ay accrue from  it  to  th e  
fa te  of th e ir  em pire . T hey  are  th ro w n  out 
in  a ll th e ir  calcu lations, and  h ave  to  provide 
fo r an  en tire ly  new  po litical com bination . 
T h e  m ost im m ed ia te  effect h a s  been a  change 
in  th e ir  a ttitu d e  tow ard  E n g lan d . I t  has 
now  becom e p la in  th a t  th e  re lu c tan ce  w hich 
h a s  been  show n to  receive advice from  th e  
B ritish  G overnm ent, and  th e  obstacles w hich 
h ave  been ra ised  to all m easures of reform , 
have co n trib u ted  to th e  dow nfall 
of th e  la te  C onservative A d m in is tra ­
tion . H ad  IiOrd B eacons field’s Gov­
e rn m e n t been able to p o in t tr iu m p h an tly  to 
th e  efforts m ade by T u rkey  to carry  ou t the 
sp irit of th e  tre a ty  of B erlin , and  fran k ly  to 
en te r upon th e  p a th  of re fo rm  w ith  th e  advice 
a n d  assistance  of E n g lan d , i t  is possible chat 
th e  e lections would have resu lted  very differ­
en tly . As i t  is, th e  E a s te rn  policy of th e  
C onservative G overnm ent h a s  been a com ­
p le te  fa ilu re . One of th e  s tro n g est w eapons 
in  th e  h an d s  of th e  L iberals  has been th e  
ta u n t th a t th e  P h ilo -T urk ish  p a rty  in  E n g ­
lan d  have been deceived a n d  be trayed  by th e ir  
friends, and  th a t  the re su lts  h ave  ju s tified  the  
p red ic tions of those  who called th e  T u rk  ‘‘u n ­
speakab le .” I t  is, therefo re , feared  he re  th a t  
a  new  an d  uncom prom ising  policy will be 
adopted  tow ard  T urkey , and  th a t  a  concerted  
action  will be arrived  a t betw een E n g lan d  and 
one or m ore E u ro p ean  pow ers, by w hich th e  
P o rte  will be enforced in to  those m easu res of 
re fo rm  w hich th e  E n g lish  G overnm en t has 
con ten ted -itse lf h ith e rto  w ith m ild ly  re co m ­
m ending . In  an tic ip a tio n  of th is  u n p le a sa n t 
con tingency , th e  O ttom an  M inistry  a re  be­
g in n in g  to  bestir them selves in  th e  hope of 
deprecating  any  such in te rference , b u t in  so 
vague and feeble a m an n e r th a t  I  fear i t  will 
n o t be of m uch  avail. T h e  in te rn a l evils 
h ave got a lm ost beyond cure, and  th ey  have 
been increased  ra th e r  th a n  m itiga ted  by th e  
financial m easu res w hich have been recently  
adopted .

T h e  m o s t appalling  accounts of fam ine and  
d is tre ss  reach us from  all p a rts  6f th e  em pire  
an d  te legram s appealing  for help  a re  ra in ­
ing  in  from  th e  provinces. In  A rm enia es­
pecially, whole villages a re  s ta rv in g  to  death , 
an d  even m oney, if  i t  could be sen t to  th em , 
is  of little  use, for th e re  is no  corn  to  buy. 
T h e  consequence is th a t  th is  d es titu te  popu­
la tio n  will be qu ite  unab le  to  pay any  taxes, 
an d  a  large d im in u tio n  of revenue will of 
necessity  re su lt. M any p a rts  of th e  coun try  
a re  a lm ost given over to  brigandage, peo­
ple being  d riven  to  organized  robbery  as a 
m eans  of self -preservation . W hile  M oslem s 
and  C h ris ta in s  a re  alike s ta rv in g  in  A siatic 
an d  in  som e p a rts  of E u ro p ean  T urkey , th e  
C h ris tian  Slavs of e as te rn  R oum elia and  
B u lga ria  are n o t backw ard  in  co n trib u tin g  
th e ir  share  of ho rro rs, in  th e  shape  of “ a tro ­
c ities.” In  th e  d is tric t of K irja ld i, we have 
accounts of th e  m ale popu la tion  of som e •  f 
th e  M oslem villages being  s tripped  an d  
severe ly  beaten  ; of a  h undred  and  fo u r wo­
m en  and girls  vio lated , som e of w hom  were 
b ru ta lly  m u tila ted  a n d  m u rd e re d ; of five 
T illages b urned, and  of w holesale app rop ria ­
tio n  by  C h ris tian s  of M oslem  p roperty . In  
B ulgaria , th e  M oslem  popu la tion  is being  
starved  an d  driven  o u t of th e  co u n try  by  th e  
oppression  and  in ju s tic e  of th e  local govern­
m ent. S erions r io t3 ta k e  p b c e  betw een th e  
tree*  and  B u lgarian  in h a b ita n ts  of eas te rn  
’.oum elia , th e  la t te r  being  de term ined , if pos- 
ible, to  expel from  th e  co u n try  by a  process 
E o stracism , th e ir  G reek coreligion- 
ts. F ro m  A lbania th e  new s reach- 
i u s  th a t th e  popu la tion  of th e  d is tric ts  

*bout to  be ceded to  M ontenegro  a re  in  re 
volt, and  are d e te rm ined  to  re s ist to  th e  u t te r ­
m o s t by  force th e  tra n s fe r  of th e ir  te rri to ry  ; 
from  all w hich i t  is  c lear th a t  th e  E a s te rn  
q uestion  w ill provide a b u n d an t occupation  to 
th e  new  G overnm en t in  E n g lan d  as well as  to 
th e  P o rte

V ague ru m o rs  also a rriv e  from  A rabia  and  
th e  H ed jaz  of a  m ovem en t on a large scale 
am ong th e  B edouin A rabs who have been ex­
cited  by  th e  recen t assassina tion  of th e  G rand  
Shereef of M ecca, an d  who are  also suffering 
from  w ant, an d  have upon  m ore th a n  one 
occasion levied large c o n trib u tio n s  on  som e of 
th e  tow ns on th e  banks of th e  E u p h ra tes . 
T h ere  is, m oreover, th e  G reek fro n tie r ques­
tio n  s till to  be settled , an d  th e re  can  be little  
d oub t th a t  i t  w ill be solved in  th e  way least 
satisfac to ry  to th e  T u rk s, who will probably 
now be com pelled to  cede to  Greece, in  ad d i­
tio n  to  th e  te rri to ry  a lready pa rtly  agreed 
upon , th e  valuable  province of J a n in a , ag a in st 
th e  cession of w hich to  Greece th e  C onserva­
tive G overnm ent in  E n g lan d  firm ly  p ro tested . 
T he  strong ly  pronounced Slav an d  H ellenic  
sym path ies of M r. G ladstone an d  h is  a d h e r­
en ts  will now be allowed fu ll play, and  i t  will 
be curious to w atch  th e  a ttitu d e  w hich will 
be adop ted  by G erm any  and  A ustria  under 
th e se  new circum stances. T h e  S lav popu­
la tio n  of B osn ia  and  H erzegovina recen tly  
annexed  by  A ustria  com plain  b itte rly  of th e  
tre a tm e n t to w hich they  a re  subjected  by 
th e ir  new  m asters , and  profess th a t  if they  
can n o t be in d ep en d en t th e y  would ra th e r  be 
R u ss ian  th an  A ustrian . W hereas, th e  la te  
C onservative G overnm ent in  E n g lan d  was d is­
tin c tly  com m itted  to  a G erm an  and  A ustrian  
alliance, as opposed to a  R ussian , F ren ch  and 
I ta lia n  com bination , th e  L iberal G overn ­
m e n t is no  less d is tinc tly  com m itted  to a  R u s­
sian , F ren c h  and  I ta lia n  com bination , as  op­
posed to  a  G erm an  and  A ustrian  a lliance, and  
in  add ition  to  th is , to  a  policy of p ro tec ting  
and  freeing  C h ris tian  n a tiona litie s  in  the  
E a s t. T he claim s of Slavs, G reeks and 
A rm enians will, i t  is  to  be p resum ed , th e re ­
fore receive th e ir  im m ed ia te  a tte n tio n . In d i­
cations a re  n o t w anting  th a t  th e  G erm an  and  
A u strian  G overnm ents a re  already alive to  th e  
dangers of th is  change  of fro n t, and  are  seek­
ing  to detach  R ussia  from  F ran ce  upon  th e  
old basis  of a  tr ip a r tite  ho ly  alliance. T he  
d isappearance from  th e  political a ren a  of 
P rin ce  B ism arck ’i  g rea t enem y, P rin ce  G©rt- 
chakoff, m ay  fac ilita te  th is  rapp rochem en t, 

<*but i t  will be found  probably beyond even the  
G erm an  C hance llo r's  pow er to reconcile th e  
conflic ting  in te re s ts  of A ustria  and  R u s­
sia  in  th e  S lav  n a t i o n a l i t y ; each 
will desire to  con tro l th em , w hile E n g lan d  
w ill s trive  for th e ir  uncon tro lled  
ndependence. O ne of th e  first efforts p ro b a­

bly  on  th e  p a r t  of th e  L ib era l G overnm en t 
w ill be to  b rin g  ab o u t th e  a n n ex a tio n  of e a s t­
e rn  R oum elia to  B ulgaria , a n d  th e  hopes of 
th e  Slavs a re  so h igh ly  excited in  th is  d irec­
tio n  th a t  add resses have been p o u rin g  in  upon 
M r. G ladstone, co n g ra tu la tin g  h im  on  h is  suc­
cess a t th e  la te  elections.
, M eantim e ru m o rs  a re  rife  here  of a  change 

^ /* in  th e  C abinet. T h e  policy of th e  p resen t 
P rim e  M in ister is  recognized by a ll p a trio tic  
an d  far-seeing T u rk s  as to ta lly flinadequate  to  
th e  em ergency w ith w hich he h a s  to  deal, and  
h is  m ethod  of conducting  public affa irs so fa r 
h a s  n o t been such as to  in sp ire  confidence. I t  
is  earn es tly  hoped th a t  before long lie m ay  be 
rep laced  by a  m an  m ore com peten t to  grapple  
w ith  th e  p resen t c ritica l s ta te  of m a tte rs , su p ­
po rted  by a  P a rliam e n t w hich shou ld  to  som e 

• e x ten t sh a re  h is  responsib ilities  w ith  th e  
P rim e  M in ister, an d  th e  nam es of K hanedd in  
an d  M ahm oud  N edim  a re  in  everybody’s 
m o u th . W e h ave  been so long on th e  eve of 
im p o r ta n t changes an d  g re a t even ts th a t  i t  
seem s fu tile  to  go on  p red ic ting  th em , b u t th e  
im pression  is  so general th a t  th e  p resen t s i t ­
u a tio n  is too  s tra in ed  to  la st, th a t  1 should  
n o t convey a  tru e  idea of public sen tim en t if 
I  d id  n o t refer to  them .
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F O R  H E S T  H O U S E .
BY MARY J .  H O L M E S.

C H A P T E R  X X I.

A M ID N IG H T  R I D E .

I t  w as a f te r  m id n ig n t w hen E v e ra rd  reached 
A lbany ,the  second day a fte r h e  h a d  left R oth- 
s.,y. T here  th e  t ra in  divided, th e  New 
York passengers going one way and 
th e  B oston  p a s s e n g e r  an o th e r. E v e r­
a rd  w as am ong  th e  la tte r, and  as 
several people le ft th e  car w here  he  was, 
he  fe lic ita ted  h im self upon  h av ing  a n  en tire  
sea t fo r th e  re m ain d er of h is jo u rn e y , and  
h a d  settled  h im se lf fo r a  sleep, w ith  h is  soft 
trave lling  h a t  d raw n  over h is  eyes, a n d  h is  
valise u n d er h is  head , w hen  th e  door opened 
a n d  a  p a rty  of young  people en tered , ta lk ing  
cud  lau g h in g  an d  d iscussing  a  concert w hich 
th e y  h ad  th a t  even ing  a ttended . As th e re  
w as p le n ty  of room  E v e ra rd  d id  n o t m ove, 
b u t lay  lis ten in g  to  th e ir  ta lk  and  jokes u n til  
an o th e r  p a rty  of tw o cam e h u rry in g  in  ju s t 
a s  th e  tra in  was m oving. T h e  g en tlem an  
w as ta ll, fine-looking, and  exceedingly a tte n ­
tive  to  th e  lady , a  fa ir  blonde, w hom  he lifted  
in  h is  a rm s  upo n  th e  p la tfo rm , and  set dow n 
inside th e  car, saying  as he  did  so :

“ T here, m adam , I  d id  get you here  in  tim e  ; 
th o u g h  I  a lm o st broke m y  neck to  do i t ; 
th a t  la s t ice you took  cam e n ear being  our 
ru in .”

“ Ice, indeed ! B ette r say  th a t  la s t  g lass 
you to o k ,”  th e  lady  re to rted , w ith  a  loud, 
bo isterous laugh , w hich  m ade E v e ra rd  sh iver 
from  h ead  to  foot, fo r he  recognized Jo se ­
p h in e ’s voice, an d  knew  i t  was h is  wife who 
took th e  unoccupied  sea t in  fro n t of h im , 
gasp ing  an d  p a n tin g  as if w holly  o u t of 
b rea th .

“  A lm ost dead ,” she declared  herself to  be, 
w hereupon h e r  com panion , w ho w as D r. 
M atthew son, fanned  h e r fu riously  w ith  h is  
h a t ,  laugh ing  an d  jesting , an d  a ttra c tin g  th e  
a tte n tio n  of every body in  th e  car.

F o r  an  in s ta n t  E v e ra rd  h a lf  rose to  h is  
feet, w ith  a n  im pu lse  to  m ake h im self know n,- 
b u t som eth ing  he ld  h im  back, a n d  resum ing  
h is  rec lin ing  a ttitu d e , w ith  h is  h a t  over h is  
eyes in  such  a  m a n n e r  th a t  he  could  see w ith ­
ou t being  h im self seen, h e  p rep a red  to  w atch  
th e  unsuspec ting  couple in  fro n t of h im , and  
th e ir  f lir ta tio n , fo r i t  seem ed to  be th a t  in  
sober earnest.

Josey  w as a ll life and  fun , an d  could scarce­
ly  keep s till a  m om en t, b u t tu rn ed , an d  
tw isted , a n d  tossed  h e r head , a n d  coquetted  
w ith  th e  doctor* who, w ith  h is  a rm  on th e  
sea t b eh ind  he r, a n d  h a lf  encirc ling  h e r, ben t 
over h e r, an d  looked in to  h e r  beam ing  face in  
th e  m ost lover-like m an n er.

J u s t  th e n  th e  door a t  th e  o th e r  end  of the 
car opened, and  th e  conductor appeared  w ith  
h is  la n te rn  an d  d em and  for ticke ts.

“ I  sh a ll h ave  to  pay  ex tra ,” M atthew son 
said . “ You a te  so long th a t  I  d id  n o t have 
tim e  to ge t m y  tic k e ts .”

“ N onsense,” Jo sey  answ ered , in  a  voice she 
evidently  d id  n o t m ean  to  have h eard , b u t 
w hich neverthe less  reached  E v e ra rd ’s ear, 
opened wide to receive it, “ N onsense ! T h is  
o n e ,” nodding  tow ards th e  conductor, “ never 
charges m e an y th in g  ; we have lo ts  of fu n  to ­
ge ther. I ’ll p ass  you ; p u t up  your m oney 
and  see how  I ’l l  m anage i t . ”

A nd w hen th e  conducto r reached th e ir  seat 
and  stopped before i t  and  th rew  the  lig h t of 
h is  la n te rn  in  Jo sey ’s face, he  bowed very 
b landly , b u t glanced suspiciously  a t  " vo- 
p an ion , who was m ak ing  a  fe in t of ge tting  
©ut h is  purse.

“ M y b ro tk e r,”  Jo sey  said, w ith  a  m ischie­
vous tw inkle in  h e r b lue  eyes ; and  w ith 
an  expressive “  all r ig h t ,” th e  conductor 
passed  on  and  took  th e  ticke t held  up  to  h im  
by th e  m an  whose face he  could n o t see, and  
a t w hom  Joseph ine  now  for th e  firs t tim e 
g lanced.

B u t she saw n o th in g  fam ilia r in  th e  o u t­
s tre tch ed  form , and  never d ream ed  who it 
was ly ing  th e re  so n ea r to  h e r  and  w atch ­
ing  a ll she did. So m an y  h a d  left a t  A lbany 
an d  so few tak en  th e ir  p laces th a t  n o t m ore 
th a n  h a lf th e  sea ts  w ere occupied, an d  those  
in  th e  im m ed ia te  v ic in ity  of Jo sey  and  th e  
docto r were qu ite  v acan t, so th e  young  lady  
fe lt perfectly  free to  a c t o u t h e r  re a l n a tu re  
w ith o u t re s tra in t ; an d  she d id  ac t i t  to  th e  
fu ll, laugh ing , an d  flirtin g  a n d  jesting , and  
ju m p in g  ju s t  as  E v e ra rd  h a d  seen h e r do 
m a n y  a  tim e , an d  th o u g h t i t  ch arm in g  an d  
de ligh tfu l. N o w it was sim ply  revo lting  and  
im m odest, an d  he  g la red  a t  h e r  'from under 
h is  h a t, w ith  no  feeling  of jea lousy  in  h is  
h e a rt, an d  d isgusted  a n d  sorry  beyond all 
pow er of descrip tion  th a t  she w as h is  wife. 
R ossie h a d  stood boldly  up  before h im  and  
asked h im  to  m a rry  h e r, b u t in  h e r  inn o cen t 
face th e re  w as no  look like th is  on Jo..ey’s, 
—th is  look of recklessness an d  passion  
w hich  show ed so p la in ly  even in  th e  d im ­
ness of th e  car. A t la s t som eth ing  w hich 
th e  docto r said , and  w hich E v e ra rd  could 
n o t u n d ers tan d , e licited from  h e r  th e  exclaim - 
a tio n  :

“  A ren’t  you ash am ed  of yourself, an d  I  a 
m arried  w om an ?”

“  T he m o re ’s th e  p ity ,” th e  docto r replied , 
w ith  a n  expression  on  h is  face w hich, h ad  
E v e ra rd  cared  fo r o r even respected  the  
w om an before h im , would have p rom pted  
h im  to  knock  th e  rascal down. “ T h e  m ore’s 
th e  p ity ,—for m e, a t least. I ’ve called  m yself 
a fool a  th o u san d  tim es for h av ing  cu t off m y 
nose to  sp ite  my face.”

“ W h at do you  m ean  ?” Josey  asked, and  
he  replied  :

“ Oh, n o th in g ; only, can ’t  you get a 
divorce ? I  d on ’t  believe he  cares two cents 
for you .”

“  I  know  he  don’t ,” an d  Josey  shrugged 
h e r  shou lders  significantly  ; “  b u t so long 
a s  he  keeps m e in  m oney, I  can  s tan d  i t . ”

A nd does he do th a t  p re tty  well now-a- 
days ?”

Yes, so-so ; he  is awfully a fra id  of h is  
fa th e r, th o u g h , and  I  do n o t b lam e 
h im . Such an  old curm udgeon. I  saw h im  
la s t su m m er.”

You did  ? W here ?”
W hy, a t  A m herst ; a t C om m encem ent.

I  w ent to th e  p re s id en t’s recep tion , and  m ade 
E v e ra rd  in troduce m e, and  tried  m y b est to 
cap tivate  th e  old m uff, b u t it was of no  use ; 
he took a  d readful d islike t© m e, and  ex ­
pressed  h im self freely to  h is  son, who reported
to m e  ”

“ T h e  m ean  coward to do th a t ,” th e  doctor 
exclaim ed, and  Joseph ine  "rep lied , “ No, 
n o t m ean  at all. I  m ade h im  te ll m e 
ju s t  w hat h is  fa th e r said . I  gave h im  no 
peace till  he did, for I  w an ted  th e  tru th ,  so as 
to  know how  fa r to press m y claim  to recog­
n itio n  ; and  I  m ade up m y m in d  th a t  m y 
b est p lan  was to  keep q u ie t a  w hile, an d  le t 
m a tte rs  a d ju s t them selves. M aybe th e  old 
m an will die ; he looked apoplectic, as if he 
m igh t go ©ff in  som e of h is  fits  of tem per, 
and  th e n  won’t  I  m ake th e  m oney fly, fo r no  
power on  ea rth  shall keep m e from  th e  F o r­
re s t H ouse th e n .”

“  And you’ll r id e  over everybody, I  dare  
say ,”  th e  doctor suggested, an d  she answ ered  
h im , “ You b e t your h ead  on th a t ,” th e  slang 
d ropp ing  from  h e r p re tty  lips as easy and  
n a tu ra lly  as if they  were accustom ed to  it ,  as 
indeed  they  were.

“  Is  E v era rd  greatly  im proved  ?” w as the  
n ex t question , and  Josep h in e  replied, “ Some 
would th in k  so, perhaps, b u t I  look upon him  
as a  perfect m ilksop. I  d on ’t believe I  could 
fa ll in  love w ith  h im  now . W hy, he is ju s t  
a s  quies and  solem n as a g ra v e y ard ; never 
laughs, n o r jokes, n o r sm okes, n o r an y th in g  
he  is  flne-16oking, th o u g h , and  I  expect to  be 
very p roud  of h im  w hen I  am  really  h is  wife,

“  W hich you shall never be, so he lp  m e 
h eav e n !” was E v e ra rd ’s m en ta l e jacu lation , 
as  he  g round  h is  te e th  together.

H e  m ade up  h is  m ind , and  n e ith e r  Bee 
n o r anyone else could change i t .  T h a t w o­
m an , coquetting  so heartle ss ly  w ith  an o th e r 
m&n, and  ta lk ing  th u s  of h im , should never 
even be asked to  sh a re  h is  poverty , as  he  had  
in ten d ed  doing. H e  would never vo lun tarily  
go in to  h e r  presence again . H e  would re tu rn  
to R o thsay , te ll h is  s tory  to  Bee and  see 
w hat h e  could do io he lp  Rossie, a n d  th e n  go 
to w ork like a  dog for m oney w ith w hich 
to keep th e  w om an qu ie t. A nd w hen th e  
day cam e, as come i t  m u s t, th a t  h is  secret 
was know n, th e re  should  be a separation , for 
live w ith  h e r  a  single h o u r he  would not. 
T h is  was h is  decision, a n d  he  only w aited for 
th e  tra in  to  stop  in  order to escape from  her 
h a te fu l presence, B u t i t  was a n  express 
and  w ent speeding on, w hile th e  two in 
fro n t of h im  kep t up  th e ir  conversation , 
w hich tu rn e d  a t la s t on  R osam ond, th e  
doctor ask ing  “ if she  s till lived a t  th e  F o rrest 
H o u se .”

Joseph ine  supposed so, though  she  had  
h eard  no th in g  of h e r  la te ly , and  D r. M atthew ­
son asked n ex t w ha t d isposition  she  in ten d ed  
to  m ake of h e r  w hen she  was m is tre ss  of 
F o rre s t H ouse.

“ T h a t depends,” Jo seph ine  replied , w ith 
h e r favorite  s h r u g ; “ if th e re  is  n o th in g  
objectionable  in  h e r she  can stay  ; if she 
proves troublesom e, she will go .”

O h, how  E v e ra rd  longed to  sh riek  ou t th a t  
th e  g irl who, if she proved troublesom e, was 
to  go from  F o rre s t H ouse , was th e  m is tress  
there , w ith  a  rig h t to  d ic ta te  as t:> who would 
go or s tay  ; b u t th a t  would be to betray  h im ­
self ; so he k ep t qu ie t, w hile Josey , growing 
tired  and  sleepy, began to  nod h e r  golden 
head , w hich drooped lower and  lower, u n til i t  
re s ted  on  th e  shou lder of D r. M atthew son, 
w hose a rm  encircled th e  sleeping  g irl and  ad ­
ju s ted  th e  shaw l abou t her, fo r i t  was growing 
cold an d  dam p in  th e  car.

J u s t  th e n  th ey  stopped a t  a  way s ta tion , 
and , tak in g  h is  valise, E v era rd  le ft th e  tra in , 
w hich a fte r a  m om en t w ent w hirling  on,
leaving  liim  stand ing  on  th e  p la tio rm  alone 
in  th e  N evem ber darkness.

T here  was a  little  h o te l n e a r  by, w here he 
passed  a  few h ours , u n til  th e  tra in  bound  for 
A lbany cam e along, and  carried  h  m  swiftly 
back in  th e  d irection  of hom e an d  R ossie, of 
whom  he  th o u g h t m a n y  tim es, seeing h e i as 
she  looked s tan d in g  before h im  w ith  th a t  
sw eet pleading expression  on h e r face, and  
th a t  m usical r in g  in  h e r voice, as she asked 
to be h is  wife. How h e r  eyes h a u n ted  
h im —those  b rillian t black eyes, s©
full of tru th ,  an d  w om anly so ft­
ness and  delicacy. H e could ’see
th em  now as th ey  h a d  confronted  h im , fe a r­
lessly , innocen tly , a t  first, b u t chan g ­
ing  in th e ir  expression* as th e  sense of w ha t 
she had  done began t& j^ w n  upon he r, b rin g ­
ing  th e  b lu shes of s h a p e ’ to  h e r tea r-s ta in ed
face.

“ D ear little  Rossie !” he  th o u g h t ; “ if I  
were free, I  believe I ’d say yes—n o t fo r th e  
m oney, b u t for all she will be w hen she gets 
o lder.” A nd th e n  th e re  c rep t over h im  again  
th a t  undefinab le  sense of som eth ing  lost 
w hich he  h ad  fe lt w hen R ossie said  to h im , 
“ I  would n o t m arry  you  now  f<5r  a  th o u san d  
tim es th e  m oney.”

H e was grow ing g rea tly  in te re s ted  in  R os­
sie, and  found  h im self very im p a tie n t du ring  
th e  la s t few h o u rs  of h is  jou rney . W h at had  
been done in  h is  absence, he  wondered, and  
war ^he iixoro iocuutfiind to th e  fo r tu n e  which 
h ad  been th ru s t  upon h e r, an d  how  would 
she receive h im , and  how would she look ? 
She was n o t handsom e, he  knew, an d  y e t h e r 
face was very, very s w e e t; h e r eyes w ere 
beau tifu l, an d  so was th e  wavy, nut-brow n 
ha ir , w hich she wore so becom ingly in  her 
neck ,— and  a t  th e  th o u g h t of h e r h a ir  th e re  
cam e a g rea t lum p  in  E v e ra rd ’s th ro a t as  he 
rem em bered  th e  sacrifice th e  unselfish  girl 
had  m ade for h im  two years before.

“ Iu  ail th e  w orld th e re  is no  one like little  
R ossie ,” he  said to  h im self, and  fe lt h is  h e a rt 
beat fa s te r w ith  a th r i l l  of an tic ip a tio n  as th e  
t ra in  neared  R o thsay  an d  stopped a t  la s t a t 
th e  s ta tio n .

T ak ing  h is  valise, w hich was n o t heavy, 
h e  s ta r te d  a t once for th e  F o rre s t H ouse, 
w hich he  reached  ju s t  as  i t  was growing 
dark , a n d  th e  gas was ligh ted  in  th e  d in in g ­
room .

C H A P T E R  X X II.

T H E  N E W  L I F E  A T R O T H S A Y .

H is  first im pulse  was to  rin g  like  any  
s tran g er a t  a door n o t h is  own, b u t th in k in g  
to  h im self, “ I  will n o t w ound h e r  u n n eces­
sar ily ,” he  w alked in to  th e  h a ll and  d eposit­
ing  h is  satche l an d  h a t  upon  th e  rack , w ent 
to  th e  d in ing-room , th e  door of w hich  was 
a ja r, so th a t  th e  first ob jec t w hich m et h is  
view as he  en tered  w as R ossie, s tan d in g  under 
th e  chandelie r, b u t so tran sfo rm ed  from  w ha t 
she was w hen he. la s t  saw  her, th a t  he stood 
fo r a n  in s ta n t  w ondering  w hat she  h a d  d o n e ; 
for, in s tead  of a  ch ild  in  sh o rt frock an d  
w hite ap rons , w ith  loose flow ing h a ir , he  saw 
a  young  w om an in  a  long  b lack  dress, w ith  
h e r  h a ir  tw is ted  in to  large, fla t coil, and  
fastened  w ith  a  comb.

T he m o rn ing  a fte r E v e ra rd ’s departu re , 
R ossie h ad  gone w ith  B eatrice  to  o rder a  black  
dress, w hich  she in s isted  shou ld  be m ade long 
“ I  am  th ro u g h  w ith  sh o rt clo thes n o w /; she 
said  to  B eatrice . “  I  feel so old since I  d id  
th a t  sham efu l th in g , th a t  for m e to  dress like 
a  ch ild  w ould be as absu rd  as fo r you to  do it.
I  am  n o t a  ch ild . I  am  a t least a h u n d red  
years  old, and  you know , i t  would never do 
for a n  he iress to  be dressed  like a  little  girl. 
H ow could I  discuss business w ith  m y  law ­
yer in  sh o rt c lo thes an d  b ib s ,”  and  she 
laughed  h y sterically  as  she tried  to  force back 
h e r tears*^

She had  becom e convinced th a t  fo r a few 
y ears  she m u s t subm it to  be th e  nom inal 
ow ner a t  le a s t of th e  F o rre s t p ro p ­
erty , an d  she h ad  m ade  up  h e r 
m in d  to  ce r ta in  th in g s  from  w hich  
she could  n o t be tu rn ed . One w as long d ress­
es, and  she carried  h e r  po in t, and  gave orders 
concerning  som e m ino r deta ils  w ith  a qu ie t 
de te rm ina tion  w hich aston ished  Bee, who had  
h ith e rto  found h e r th e  m ost p liable and  y ie ld­
ing  of girls. T h e  d ress had  been sen t hom e 
on th e  very a fte rnoon  of E v e ra rd ’s a rriva l, 
and  w ithou t a th o u g h t of h is  com ing, R ossie 
sh u t herself in  h e r room , an d  began  th e  work 
of tran sfo rm atio n , f irs t by tw is ting  up  h e r 
flow ing h a ir , w hich  a  elded, she th o u g h t, a t 
least two years to  h e r appearance, th o u g h  she 
did n o t qu ite  like th e  effect, i t  was so un like  
herself. B u t th e  long  dress was a success, 
and  she  liked  th e  sound  of th e  tra ilin g  sk irt 
on th e  carpet, and  looked a t  herself in  th e  
glass m ore th a n  she  h ad  ever done before in 
he r life a t one tim e , and  fe lt qu ite  satisfied 
w ith th e  tout ensemble w hen she a t  la s t w ent 
down to  th e  d in ing-room , w here she  v 
s tan d in g  w hen E v e ra rd  cam e in .

She h ad  been very lonely d u rin g  h is  ab ­
sence, and  she was w ondering  w here he  had  
gone, an d  w hen he  would re tu rn , w hen th e  
door in  th e  hall opened, an d  he  was th e re  be­
fore her.

F o r a  m om en t she stood regard ing  h im  
ju s t as he  was s tudy ing  h e r ; th e n , fo rgetting  
every th ing  in  h e r  joy  a t  seeing  h im  again ,she 
w ent forw ard to m eet h im , a n d  giv ing  h im  
b o th  h e r han d s, w hile a beau tifu l flu sh  dyed 
h e r cheeks, said to  h im  :

“ I  am  so g lad  you  have  com e back ; i t  was 
so lonesom e here, an d  I  w as ju s t  th in k in g  
a b o u t y o u .”

H er g ree ting  w as so m uch  m ore cordial 
th a n  E v e ra rd  h a d  expected th a t  i t  m ade  h im  
very happy , an d  he  kep t h e r h a n d s  iu  h is  u n ­

t i l  she drew  th em  aw ay w ith  a  sudden  w rench, 
and  stepp ing  back from  h im , p u t on  th e  d ig ­
n ity  she h a d  for a  m om ent d ropped. B u t th e  
a ction  becam e h e r  an d  her long dress, and  
E v e ra rd  looked closely and  adm iring ly  a t  he r, 
puzzled  to  know  ju s t  w ha t i t  was w hich  had  
changed  h e r  so m uch . He guessed she w as 
th in k in g  of th a t  scene in  h is  fa th e r’s room , 
b u t he  m e an t to  ignore  i t  a ltoge ther, an d , if 
possible, p u t h e r  on  h e r  old fam ilia r foo ting  
w ith  h im s e lf ; so, looking  a t  h e r from  h e ad  to  
foot, h e  s a id :

“  W h a t is  it, R ossie ? W h at have you done 
to  yo u rse lf?  Pieced down y our gow n, o r 
w hat, th a t  y ou  seem  so m uch  ta lle r  a n d  
g rander every w ay ,—qu ite  like Bee, in  fact ? 
Yes, you  have go t o n  a  tra in , su re  as guns, 
and  your h a ir  up  in  a  co m b ; th a t  p a r t  I  do n ’t  
like ; th e  o th e r  change is ra th e r  be­
com ing, b u t I  w ould ra th e r  see you 
so ;” an d  p lay fu lly  pulling  th e  com b 
from  h e r  head , he  le t th e  wavy h a ir  fa ll in  
m asses upon  h e r  neck a nd  shou lders. “ T here , 
th a t ’s b e tte r ; i t  gives m e little  R ossie again , 
and  I  do n o t w ish to  lose s is te r .”

H e  was try ing  to  reassure  h e r, an d  she 
knew  it ,  a n d  w as very g ra te fu l to  h im  for th e  
k indness, and  said laughingly , she p u t up 
h e r h a ir  because she th o u g h t i t  su ited  the  
long dresses w hich she  m ean t t«  w ear now 
th a t  she was a  wom an of business, b u t if  he 
liked  i t  on h e r  neck  i t  should  be w orn so ; 
and  th e n  she asked  h im  of h is  jo u rn e y , and  
if  he  was n o t tired  an d  hungry .

“  T ired ? N o ; b u t cold as a  frog and 
h u n g ry  ae a bear. W h a t have we fo r d in n e r?  
A nd he  tu rn e d  to  inspec t th e  little  ro u n d  tab le  
la id  fo r one. “ N oth ing  b u t to a s t an d  tea . 
W hy, th a t  would s tarve  a  cat. D id  you d ine 
in  th e  m iddle of th e  day ?”

R osa& ond colored pain fu lly  as  she  an s­
w ered :

“  I  h ad  lunch , as u sual. I  was n o t hungry .
I  am  never h u n g ry  now, and  ju s t have tea  a t 
n ig h t.”

“  R ossie ,” an d  E v era rd  laid0 b o th  h a n d s  on 
h e r shou lders  and  looked h e r squarely  in  the  
eyes, “ R ossie, a re  you  p rac tis ing
econom y, so . as  n o t to  use  th e
m oney you  th in k  belongs to m e ?”

H e d iv ined  h e r  m otive, for i t  was th e  fear 
of using  th e  F o rre s t m oney needlessly  w hich 
was beg inn ing  to  ru le  life, a n d  had
p rom pted  h e r  to  o m it th e  u su a l d inner, th e  
m o s t expensive m eal of th e  day, and  have, in ­
stead , p la in  b read  and  b u tte r, o r to a s t and  
te a  : and  E v e ra rd  read  th e  tru th  in  h e r  tell- 
tale-face, and  said  :

“  T h a t wili never do, an d  will d isplease 
m e very  m uch  ; I  w ish  you \5r0u ld  live as 
you o u g h t,an d  if i t  is  on  m y  account you 
are  try in g  th e  b read  an d  w ater system , I  am  
here  now  and  h u n g ry  as a fish , so*you can 
indu lge for once and  order on  every th ing  
th e re  is .”  . f

T h e re  w as n o t m uch , b u t a  slice of cold 
h a m  was found, and  som e cheese, and  jam , 
and  pickles, and  A xie m ade a  delicious cup 
of coffee, an d  b rough t m ore  b read  and  b u tte r, 
and  offered to  bake h im  a  hoe cake if he 
would w ait ; b u t he  was too nearly  starved  
to  w ait for hoe cakes, h e  said , a n d  he  took 
h is  fa th e r’s place a t  th e  tab le , an d  was con­
scious of a  g rea t degree of com fort in  and  
satisfac tion  w ith  h is  su rround ings , es­
pecially  w ith  th e  s ig h t of th e  young 
g irl who sa t opposite to h im  and  
p ou red  h is  coffee, an d  once or tw ice laughed  
h eartily  a t som e of h is  fu n n y  rem arks . H e  
seem ed in  exce llen t s p ire s ,  an d  th o u g h  
m uch  of. i t  wlH forooii - Vake,‘ h e
really  was h a p p ie r th a n  he  had  been since  h is  
fa th e r’s d ea th . H is  fu tu re , so fa r as Joseph ine  
was concerned, was settled . H e shou ld  never 
a tte m p t to  live w ith  h e r  now.

All th e  evening he  sa t w ith Rossie, and  
piled th e  wood upon  th e  fire u n til th e  flam es 
leaped m errily  up  th e  chim ney, and  in fused  
a  genial w arm th  th ro u g h  th e  la rge  room . 
And R osam ond  enjoyed i t  thoroughly  because 
it was done for h im . S he would never have 
added a single superfluous chip fo r herself, 
le st i t  shou ld  d im in ish  w hat was one day to 
go back to  h im  ; b u t fo r E v e ra rd  she would 
a lm ost have b u rn ed  th e  house itse lf, an d  fe lt 
she was doing  h e r  du ty .

T h e  n ex t m orn ing  he  sp en t w ith  B eatrice, 
to  w hom  he  to ld  th e  s to ry  of th e  m idn igh t 
ride  from  A lbany.

1 % lter seeing  and  h earin g  tfha t I  did, I  
c an n o t a sk  h e r to  live w ith  m e le st she  should 
co n sen t,” he  said , and  B eatrice could n o t say 
a  word in  Jo sep h in e ’s defence, b u t asked w hat 
he  proposed to  do. W as he  going away, or 
would he rem a in  in  R othsay  ? A few days 
ago E v e ra rd  would have answ ered  
prom ptly , “ No, anyw here  b u t he re , in 
tb e  place so fu ll of u n p lea san t 
m em ories b u t now  m a tte rs  h ad  som ehow  
changed. T h a t com ing hom e th e  previous 
n ig h t, th a t  b r ig h t fire on  th e  h e a r th , and  
m ore th a n  all, th e  sweet young face on  w hich 
th e  fireligh t shone, an d  th e  eyes w hich had  
looked so m odestly  a t h im , had  m ade  h im  
lo th  to  leave R o thsay , and  go aw ay from  
th e  shadow y fireligh t an d  th e  young g irl w ith 
th e  new  ch arac te r and  th e  long dress. H e 
m ig h t have le ft th e  child  Rossie in  th e  h an d s  
of B eatrice  and  Law yer R ussell, know ing she 
would be well cared  for, b u t to leave M iss 
H astin g s  was q u ite  a n o th e r th in g , and  
when Bee questioned  h im  of h is  in te n t’ans, 
he  hesita ted  a  m o n e n t and  was g lad  w hen, 
in  h e r u su a l im petuous, h e lp fu l way, she 
said  :

‘L e t m e advise you before you decide. I  
saw L aw yer R ussell in  y ou r absence, and  
h a d  a  long ta lk  w ith  h im , a n d  he  th in k s  th e  
best th in g  you can do is to  stay  in  th e  office 
w here you are , and  accept th e  guard iansh ip  
of Rossie and  th e  ad m in is tra tio n  of th e  
esta te . T h a t will b rin g  you  m oney w hich you 
certa in ly  can  have  no scruples in  tak ing , as 
i t  will be h o n estly  earned , and  m u s t go to 
som e one. You can  s till go on  w ith  yo a r  study  
of law and  w rite you r essays and  review s, and  
so have p len ty  of m eans to  satisfy  Joseph ine , 
if m oney will do it. I  do n o t s u p ­
pose you will live a t  th e  F o r re 3t  H ouse, th a t  
m ig h t n o t be b est ; b u t you will be in  the  
village n e a r  by, and  can  have a  general over­
s igh t of R ossie herself as  well as  h e r  affairs. 
W h at do you th in k  of m y p lan  ?”

T he idea of rem ain in g  in  R o thsay  and  h a v ­
ing  an  oversigh t of R osam ond  was n o t d is­
ta ste fu l to  th e  young m an , a n d  w hen he  left 
B eatrice  he  w ent directly  to  h is  fa th e r’s office, 
where he  found L aw yer R ussell, who m ade 
th e  sam e suggestion  w ith  regard  to  th e  g u a rd ­
ian sh ip  and  a d m in is tra tio n  of th e  e s ta te  w hich 
B eatrice  had  done. Of course it was neces­
sary  th a t  R osam ond herself should  be seen, 
and  th e  two m en  w ent to  th e  F o rre s t H ouse 
to consu lt w ith  h e r  on th e  subject.

T h ey  found h e r  m ore th a n  w illing, and  in  
due tim e E v era rd  was regu larly  in s ta lled  as 
guard ian  to  R esam ond an d  ad m in is tra to r of 
th e  esta te . A nd th e n  began a conflict w ith 
th e  girl, who m an ifested  a  decision ©f c h a r­
ac te r and  d ign ity  of m a n n e r  w ith  w hich 
E v e ra rd  found i t  difficult to  cope. S he in ­
s isted  upon know ing exactly  how m uch  th e  
F o rre s t p roperty  was e stim ated  a t, w here th e  
m oney w as invested , and  w hen in te re s t on 
such in v estm en t was due. T h is  she w rote 
dow n in  a  book of h e r  own, and th e n  she 
m ade  an  estim ate  of th e  a n n u a l exp en ­
ses of th e  household  as i t  was a t  p resen t con­
ducted.

“  D on’t  you th in k  th a t  a  g rea t deal ?”  she 
asked.

“  F a th e r  did  n o t find  i t  too  m uch , an d  he 
w as as close abou t expend itu res as  one need 
to  b e ,”  E v era rd  rep lied  ; an d  R osam ond  co n ­
tin u e d  :

“  Yes, b u t I  propose to  reduce ev ery th in g .”
“ W h a t do you m ean , R ossie?”  E v e ra rd  

asked, g rea tly  puzzled  to  u n d e rs tan d  th is  g irl,

w ho seem ed so self-possessed an d  assu red  in  
h e r  long dress, to  w hich  he  charged  every- ■ 
th in g  new  o r s ta r tlin g  in  h e r  conduct.

R osam ond  h e sita ted  a  m om en t, a n d  th e n  j 
rep lied  :

“ You h ave  convinced m e ag a in st m y  w ill | 
th a t  I  am  a t  p resen t th e  law ful h e ir  of y ou r 
fa th e r’s p ro p e r ty ; I  have  trie d  h a rd  n o t to  ac­
cep t th a t  a s  a  fac t, b u t I  am  com pelled tc  .do 
so. You say  th a t  I  am  rea lly  an d  tru ly  th e  
m is tre ss  of F o rre s t H ouse, an d  don’t  m is ­
tresses of houses do as th ey  like ab o u t th e  
a rra n g e m e n t of m a tte rs  in  th e  house  ?” 
E v e ra rd  said  “  G enerally , y es,” and  R ossie 
w en t o n :

“ W ell, th e n , th is  is w ha t I  m ean  to  do. 
F ir s t, I  sh a ll keep a  s tr ic t accoun t of th e  
incom e an d  a  s tr ic t accoun t of th e  outgo , 
so fa r as  th a t  th e  outgo  is for m e personally . 
You know I  have tw o th o u san d  dollars of m y 
ow n, an d  I  shall u se  th a t  firs t,an d  by th e  tim e 
th a t  is  gone I  hope to  be able to  take  care  of 
m yself. ' I  am  going to  have som e nice, m id ­
dle-aged lady in  th e  house as com panion and  
teacher, and  shall study  h a rd , so • th a t  in  a 
year o r two a t m ost I  shall be able  to  go out 
as  governess o r te ach er in  som e school. My 
m in d  is qu ite  m ade  up . T here  a re  som e 
th in g s  I  c an n o t do, and  th e re  a re  som e th in g s  
I  can , an d  th is  is  one o ' th em . I  sh a ll have 
th e  teacher an d  get a n  education , an d  m e a n ­
w hile sh a ll Jive as econom ically  as possible ; 
and  I  w ish you to  sell th e  ho rses  and  cor- 
riage, too ; I  shall never u se  th em , and  horses 
cost so m uch  to  keep. I  like to  walk, and  
have good stro n g  feet an d  a n k le s ,—grea t big 
ones you used  to  say ,” and  she  tr ied  to  sm ile , 
b u t th e re  was a  te a r on  h e r  long  eyelashes as 
she re fe rred  to a p ast w hich h a d  been so 
p leasan t and  free from  care. “ A p a rt of the  
lan d  is a  p a rk ,” she  w ent on, “ and  does n o t 
need  m uch  a tte n tio n  except to  pick up  and 
p ru n e , an d  cu t th e  g rass occasionally. U ncle 
Abel to ld  m e so. I  have ta lk ed  w ith  h im  
ever so m uch , and  he  says if I  give h im  
th re e  dollars m ore a  m o n th  h e  can do all 
th e re  is to  be done on  th e  g rounds, if h e  does 
n o t have th e  ho rses to  look afte r, so I  shall 
keep h im  an d  h is  little  grandson , 
J im , to  do e rran d s  an d  w ait on  th e  tab le  and  
door, au d  A u n t Axie to  w ork in  th e  house, 
a n d  send  th e  re s t aw ay .”

“  W hy, R osam o n d ,” E v e ra rd  said , s ta r in g  
a t  h e r  in  am azem en t, “ you  don’t  know  w ha t 
you  are  ta lk in g  a b o u t ; A u n t A xie can n o t do 
a ll th e  w ork .’•

“  N or w ill sh e ,” R ossie sa id  ; “  I  am  going 
to  sh u t up  m o s t of th e  house, an d  on ly  use 
tw o room s u p s ta irs , one for m yself an d  one 
fo r th e  teacher, a n d  th e  d in ing-room  dow n­
s ta irs , and  little  s ittin g  room  off fo r an y  calls 
I  m ay  have. I  c an  tak e  care  of m y  ow n room  
an d  th e  te a ch e r’s, too , if  she likes.”

She h a d  se ttled  every th ing , and  i t  on ly  r e ­
m ained  fo r E v era rd , a s  h e r  g u ard ian , to  ac­
quiesce in  h e r  w ishes w hen  he  fou n d  th a t  
n o th in g  w hich* he could  say  h a d  power to  
change  h e r m ind . She h a d  developed g rea t 
decision  of ch arac te r, a n d  so c lear a  h ead  for 
business in  a ll its  deta ils, th a t  E v e ra rd  to ld  
h e r, laugh ing ly , th a t  i t  w ould  be im possib le  
fo r h im  to  ch ea t h e r in  so m u ch  as a  pen n y  
w ith o u t being detected. H e w as in ten se ly  
in te res ted  in  th is  queer g irl, a s  h e  s ty led
h e r  to  h im self, a n d  so fa r  as  w as co n ­
s is te n t w ith  h e r  good, d id  every th ing
she  asked, prov ing  h im se lf th e  m ost in d u lg en t 
of g u a rd ian s  a n d  fa ith fu l of a d m in is tra to rs . 
T ogether w ith  B eatrice  he  in q u ired  for an d  
found i*i C inc innati a  M r* a la&y.
and  th e  widow of a n  E n g lish  cu ra te , who 
seem ed exactly  fitted  for th e  s itu a tio n  a t F o r­
re s t H ouse as R ossie’s te ach e r a n d  com pan­
ion . All R ossie’s w ishes w ith  reg a rd  to  re ­
ducing th e  exp en d itu res  of th e  househo ld  
were carried  o u t w ith  one exception . E v era rd  
in s isted  th a t  she  shou ld  keep one of th e
horses, w hich she  could d rive , and  th e  ligh t 
covered carriage w hich  h a d  been  M rs. F o r ­
re s t’s. To th is  R ossie  consen ted , b u t sen t 
away th ree  of th e  negroes, and  sh u t up  all 
th e  room s n o t abso lu tely  e ssen tia l to  h e r  own 
and  M rs. M arkham ’s com fort. I n  th is  way 
she  would save bo th  fuel and  lig h ts , and  th e  
w ear of fu rn itu re , she said , an d  to  save for 
E v e ra rd  h ad  becom e a  so rt of m an ia  w ith  
h e r. A nd w hen  h e  saw he  could n o t move 
her, E v e ra rd  hu m o red  h e r  w him s an d  suffered 
h e r  in  m ost th in g s  to h ave  h e r  way. H e  had  
a cheap, q u ie t board ing -house  in  tow n, w here 
he  was m ade very  com fortable by h is  la n d ­
lady, who fe lt a  little  p ro u d  of h av ing  Judge 
F o r re s t’s son in  h e r  fam ily , even if he  were 
disow ned an d  pc j j .  Blood was b e tte r  th a n  
m oney , and  la sted  longer, she  said , and  
as E v era rd  h ad  th e  b luest of blood, 
she  m ade m uch  of h im , a n d  pe tte d  h im  as he 
h a d  never been  pe tte d  in  h is  life. A nd  so, 
u n d e r very  favorable ausp ices, began th e  new 
life of th e  tw o persons w ith  w hom  th is  sto ry  
has m ost to  do.

So far as  R ossie w as concerned i t  b id  fa ir 
to be very  successful. M rs. M arkham  was 
bo th  m o th er an d  frien d  to  th e  young  girl, in  
whom  she was g rea tly  in te re s ted . A tho rough  
scholar herself, she  h ad  a  m arvellous pow er 
of im p artin g  h e r  in fo rm atio n  to  o thers , and  
Rossie gave herself to  s tu d y  now  w ith  an  
eagerness and  av id ity  w hich a sto n ish ed  h e r 
teacher, an d  m ade  h e r  som etim es try  to  ho ld  
h e r  back , le st h e r  h e a lth  shou ld  fa il from  too 
close application . B u t R ossie seem ed to grow 
s tronger, and  fresher an d  ro u n d e r every day, 
n o tw ith s tan d in g  th a t  all h e r  old h ab its  of life 
were changed.

E v ery  day  B eatrice  cam e to  th e  F o rrest 
H ouse, evincing a lm ost as  m uch  in ­
te re s t in  R osam ond’s educa tion  as M rs. M ark­
h a m  herself, an d  giving h e r  a  g rea t deal of 
in s tru c tio n  w ith  regard  to  h e r  F ren c h  accent 
an d  m usic. E very  S unday  E v e ra rd  
d ined  w ith  h e r, an d  called up o n  h e r  week 
days w hen b usiness  requ ired  th a t  he  should  
do so ; an d  h e  looked forw ard  to  th ese  
v isits w ith  th e  eagerness of a  schoolboy going 
hom e. In  som e respec ts  E v e ra rd  w as very 
happy , o r, a t  least, co n te n t, d u rin g  th e  first 
m o n th s  of th e  new  life. H e  w as honorab ly  
earn in g  a  very  fa ir  livelihood, an d  a t th e  sam e 
tim e  advancing  w ith  h is  p rofession . No 
young m a n  in  tow n was m ore popu lar th a n  
him self, for th e  people a ttach ed  no  b lam e to 
h im  for h is  fa th e r’s s in g u la r w ill, w hich th ey  
th o u g h t un ju s tifiab le . T h ere  w as, of course, 
alw ays p re sen t w ith  h im  a  dread  of th e  day 
w hich m u s t com e w hen h is  secret would be 
know n—b u t H o lb u rto n  was an  out-of-the-w ay 
plaoe, w here h is  friends never v isited , a n d  it 
m igh t be m o n th s  or even years before Jo se p h ­
ine  heard  of h is  fa th e r’s d eath , and  u n til  th a t  
tim e he  m ean t to  be as h appy  as he  could. 
Jo seph ine  d id  n o t troub le  h im  often  w ith 
le tte rs , w hich he  fe lt obliged to answ er. H e 
took  care  to  supp ly  h e r  freq u en tly  w ith  
m oney, w hich h e  sen t in  th e  form  of d rafts , 
w ithou t any  o th e r m essage Mad she seem ed 
satisfied. H e h ad  sold h is  xiorse, h is  stock 
was y ie lding h im  som eth ing  regu larly  now, 
an d  w ith  th e  percen tage  due h im  for h is  se r­
vices as ad m in is tra to r, h e  w as doing  very 
well, and  would have been qu ite  co n ten t bul 
for th a t  undefinab le  sense o floss ever p re sen t 
w ith  h im . H e had  lo s t th e  child  
Rossie, an d  he  w anted  h e r  back 
again , w ith  thfc sh o rt g ingham  dress, and  
w hite  ap ro n , and  cape b o nne t, and  big boots, 
and  little  ta n n e d  h an d s  ; w anted  th e  g irl 
w hom  h e  had  teased , and  pe tted , and  do­
m ineered  over a t  will ; who used  to  rom p  th e  
livolong day w ith  th e  dogs and  cats, and  
teach  even th e  colts and  calves to  ru n  and  
race w ith  h e r  ; who used  to  chew  gum , an$  
b u rs t th e  b u tto n s  off h e r  dress, a n i  e a t 
green  apples an d  p lu m s, and  cry  w ith  th e  
stom ach ache. All th e se  in c id en ts  of th e  
p a s t as connected  w ith R ossie cam e back 
to  h im  so vividly, th a t  he  often  said  to  h im ­
self :

“  W h at h a s  becom e of th e  child  R ossie ?”

She h a d  been such a  re s t, such  a com fort 
to  h im , aud  in  one sense she w as a  com fort 
now, a t  le a s t sh e  was a s tudy , an  excitem ent 
and  a  puzzle  to  h im , and  he  alw ays found 
h im self looking  forw ard  to  th e  v isits  w hich 
h e  m ade h e r  w ith  an  im m ense  a m o u n t of in ­
te re s t . E v ery  S u n d ay  he  d ined  w ith  h e r, and  
w alked w ith  h e r  to  ch u rch  in  th e  evening, and  
sa t in  h is  fa th e r’s pew , a n d  w alked back w ith  
h e r a n d  M rs. M arkham  to  th e  house a fte r 
service was over, an d  said  good-n igh t a t  th e  
door, an d  w ondered vaguely  if w om en like 
M rs. M arkham  alw ays w en t to  chu rch , 
if th ey  never h a d  a  h eadache , o r a  cold, 
and  were com pelled to  s tay  a t  hom e. Occa­
sionally , too, h e  w ent to th e  F o rre s t H ouse 
on business, ask ing  only f©r R osam ond  ; b u t 
M rs. M arkham  always appeared  first, com ing 
in  as if  by acciden t, an d  sea ting  herself, w ith  
th e  shaw l she  was k n ittin g , fa r off by  th e  
window, ju s t  w here  she  could see w hat was 
done a t th e  o th e r end  of th e  room . A fter a 
little , R osam ond  would appear, in  h e r  long 
black  gow n, w hich tra iled  over th e  carp e t as 
she  walked, a n d  exaspe ra ted  E v e ra rd  w ith  
th e  sound  of its  tra iling ,fo r to  th a t  he  charged 
th e  m e tam orphosis  in  R ossie. I t  was th e  
cause of every th ing , an d  h a d  changed h e r  
in to  th e  qu ie t, d ignified M iss H astin g s , to 
w hom  it  w as im possib le to  speak as he  used  
to  speak  to  Rossie.

O ne day  as h e  w as looking from  h is  office 
window h e  saw M rs. M arkham  going by for 
th e  long  walk she was accustom ed to  take  
daily . H e  h a d  seen h e r  pass th a t  way fre ­
qu en tly  w ith  R osam ond a t h e r  side, b u t R os­
sie was n o t w ith  h e r  now ; an d  th o u g h  E v e r­
ard  had been a t th e  F o r re s t H ouse  th e  n ig h t 
before, he sudden ly  rem em bered  a  little  m a t­
te r  of b usiness  w hich  m ade i t  very 
necessary  fo r h im  to  go again , and  
was soon w alking  rap id ly  up  th e  long 
avenue to  h is  old hom e. A u n t Axie 
le t h im  in , an d  w ent fo r R ossie, w ho cam e to  
h im  a t  once,— evincing  som e su rp rise  a t  see­
ing  h im  ag a in  so soon, a n d  a sk ing , ra th e r  
ab ru p tly , if  th e re  w as m ore business.

“  Y es,”  an d  he  b lushed  gu iltily , an d  felt 
h a lf  vexed w ith  h e r fo r s tan d in g  up  so s tra ig h t 
an d  digified, w ith  h e r  h a n d s  ho ld ing  to  th e  
back of a  ch a ir, w hile he  exp la ined  th a t  th e  
Ludlow  m ortgage would be due in  a  few days, 
an d  asked  if she  w ould like  to  h ave  i t  renew ed, 
as  i t  could  be, o r have th e  m oney pa id  and  
invested  som ew here else a t  a  h ig h e r r a te  ? He 
h ad  fo rg o tten  to  m en tio n  i t  th e  p revious 
n ig h t, he  said , an d  as she h ad  expressed  a 
w ish to  know  ju s t  how  th e  m oneys w ere in ­
vested, he  th o u g h t best to  com e ag a in  an d  
consu lt her.

Rossie d id  n o t care  in  th e  l e a s t ; she  would 
leave i t  en tire ly  to  h im , she said , an d  th e n  
w aited, ap p aren tly  fo r h im  to  go. B u t E v e r­
a rd  w as in  no  h aste , an d  pass in g  h e r  a  ch a ir  
he  s a id :

“  S it dow n, R ossie. I  am  n o t go ing  ju s t 
yet. Now th a t  I  h ave  you  to  m yself fo r a  few 
m om en ts, I  w ish to  a sk  how  long  th is  s ta te  of 
th in g s  is to  go on  ?”

She d id  n o t know  a t  a ll  w h a t he  m ea n t, and  
looked a t  h im  w onderingly  as she  took  th e  
proffered ch a ir, an d  said , “ W h a t s ta te  of 
th in g s  ? W h a t do you m ean  ?”

“ I  m ean  th e  h ig h  an d  m ig h ty  a ir  you have 
p u t on  tow ard  m e. W hy, you are  so cold and  
dignified th a t  on e  c an ’t  touch  you w ith  a  ten- 
foot pole, an d  th is  ough t n o t to  be. I  have a 
r ig h t *0 expect som eth ing  d ifferen t from  you, 
R ossie. I  dare  say  I  can  guess m  p a r t  w ha t 
is tb e  rn^ .te r. Y ou .are .ilways., th in k in g  of 
"that day you caine to  m e in  fa th e r’s room  and  
said  w ha t you d id. B u t for H eav en ’s sake 
forget it. I  h ave  never th o u g h t of i t  as a 
th in g  of w hich  you need  feel asham ed . You 
had  tried  every way to  give m e th e  m oney, 
an d  w hen th a t  id ea  was suggested , you 
seized upon  i t  w ith o u t a  th o u g h t of h a rm , 
an d  generously  offered to  m a rry  m e and  
th e n  ru n  away, and  so re in s ta te  m e in  m y 
r ig h ts .”

RoSsie’s face was sca rle t, b u t she  did  n o t 
speak , and  he  con tinued  :

“  I t  was a  noble, unselfish  ac t, and  ju s t  
like you, and  I  d on ’t  th in k  a  w hit th e  less of 
you fo r i t .  I  know  you d id  n o t m ean  i t  th a t  
way, as  you a ssu red  m e so v ehem en tly . I  am  
your b ro th o r. You have know n m e as such  
ever since you can rem em ber an y th in g  he re , 
an d  m y little  s is te r w as very  dear to  m e, 
an d  1 m iss h e r  so m uch  now  th a t  I  have lost 
h e r .”

“ L o s t h e r, M r. E v e ra rd  ! L o s t m e 1 No, 
you h a v en ’t , ” R osam ond  said, h e r  eyes filling 
w ith  tea rs , w hich shone  like s ta rs , a s  E v e ra rd  
w en t o n :

“ jYes, I  have. I  lo s t h e r w hen you p u t on 
th o se  long  dresses an d  began  to  m eet m e in  
such  a  fo rm al way, w ith  th a t  p rim , old duenna  
alw ays p resen t, ^ s  if she w as afra id  I  w as go­
ing  to  e a t you  up . M rs. M ark h am  is  very 
nice, no  doubt, b u t I  d o n ’t  like th a t  in  her. 
I t  m ay  be E n g lish  p rop rie ty , b u t i t  is  no t 
A m erican . I ’m  n o t going  to  h u r t  you, an d  I  
w an t som etim es to  see you here  a lone  an d  
ta lk  freely a n d  cozily, as  we used  to  ta lk ,— 
abou t y o u r cats, if you like, I  d o n ’t  care  w hat, 
if i t  b rin g s  you back  to  m e, fo r you d o n ’t  know  
how  I  long fo r th e  child  w hom  I  used  to  tease  
so m u ch .” ,

H e s topped  ta lk ing , a n d  Rossie w as a l­
m ost beau tifu l, w ith  th e  b rig h t color in  h e r 
cheeks a n d  th e  so ft lig h t in  h e r  eyes, w hich  
w ere fu ll of tea rs , as  she said , im pulsively , 
“  You sh a ll h ave  th e  ch ild  R ossie again , 
Mr. E v era rd . I  am  glad  you h ave  to ld  m e 
w hat you have. I t  w ill m ake  i t  so m uch  
easie r now  to  see you. I  w as alw ays th in k ­
ing  of th a t ,  an d  feeling th a t  you were th in k ­
ing  of i t  too, a n d  1 am  h a p p y  to  know  
th a t  you are  n o t. I  do n ’t  w ish  to  be 
stiff an d  d is ta n t w ith  you, a n d  you 
m ay  com e as o ften  as you choose, a n d  M rs. 
M arkham  need n o t alw ays be p re s en t—th a t  
w as as m uch  m y  idea as h e rs  ; b u t th e  long 
d ress I  m u s t w ear now —it su its  m e b e tte r 
th a n  th e  sh o rt clo thes w hich  show ed-m y feet 
so m uch . You know  how  you used  to  tease  
m e .” She w as beg inn ing  to  seem  like herself 
again , a n d  E v e ra rd  enjoyed h im self so well 
th a t  he  s ta id  u n til  M rs. M arkham  re tu rn ed , 
an d  w hen  a t  la s t ,lie  left, i t  w as w ith a  feeling 
th a t  h e  liked  tM  gracefu l, dignified young  
g irl a lm o st as  well as  he  h a d  once liked  th e  
ch ild  Rossie.

C H A P T E R  X X III.

B E E  S  F A M IL Y .

A few days a fte r E v e ra rd ’s in terv iew  w ith 
R ossie, B eatrice  w ent to  New Y ork, w here 
she sp en t th e  w in ter, re tu rn in g  hom e early  in 
A pril, and  b ring ing  w ith  h e r  a  dark-eyed, 
dark -ha ired , elfish -look ing  little  girl, whom  
she called T rixey, and  whose rea l nam e was 
B eatrice  B elknap  M orton. She was th e  
d a u g h te r of a  m issio n ary  to  th e  F eejee  I s ­
lands, who h a d  b ro u g h t h is  invalid  wife 
hom e to A m erica, h o p in g  th e  a ir of tb e  V er­
m o n t h ills  m ig h t re s to re  life an d  h e a lth  
to  h e r  w orn-ou t, w asted  fram e. Bee did 
n o t know  of h is  re tu rn , an d  saw h im  first 
a t a  m issio n ary  m eeting  w hich she  a tten d ed  
w ith  th e  frien d  a t  w hose house  she  w as s to p ­
ping .

“ T h e  Rev. T heodore M orton  w ill now tell 
us  som eth ing  of h is  labo rs am ong th e  Fee- 
je e s ,” th e  p resid ing  c le rgym an  said , and  Bee 
who was s ittin g  fa r  back  n e a r  th e  door rose 
in v o lu n ta rily  to  h e r  feet in  o rder to  see m ore 
d is tinc tly  th e  m an  who was ju s t  ris ing  to ad ­
dress th e  aud ience, an d  who stood before 
th e m , ta ll, e rec t an d  perfectly  self-possessed, 
a s  if add ress ing  a  crowded New York house 
h a d  been th e  b u s in ess  of h is  life.

W as i t  h e r  T heo , whom  she h ad  sen t from  
h e r  to th e  w om an in  V erm ont, m ore w illing 
th a n  he rself to sh are  h is  to ils  and  
p riv a tio n s  in  a  h e a th en  lan d  ? T h a t T heo

h a d  been  spare  and  th in ,  w ith  l ig h t b eard  
and  srffedy h a i r ; th is  m an  was broad- 
shouldered , w ith  w ell-developed physique, 
an d  th e  h a ir , w h ich  lay  in  curls  a ro u n d  h is  
m assive  brow, w as a  r ich  c h estn u t b row n , as 
w as th e  heavy beard  upon  h is  cheek. I t  
could  n o t be T heo, she th o u g h t, as  she  san k  
back in to  h e r  s e a t ; b u t th e  m om en t she 
h eard  th e  deep m usical tones of th e  voice 
w h ich  h a d  once a  pow er to  th r i l l  h e r, she 
knew  th a t  i t  w as he, a n d  lis tened  brea th lessly  
w hile he  to ld  of h is  w ork in  those  is lands  of 
th e  sea, and  by  h is  b u rn in g  eloquence and  
pow ers of speech s tirre d  u p  h is  h earers  to  
g rea te r in te re s t in  th e  cause. H e loved h is  
work because i t  w as h is  M aste r’s, a n d  loved 
th e  poor, ben igh ted  h e a th en , a n d  he  only 
cam e hom e because of th e  sick  w ife a n d  little  
ones, who needed change of scene a n d  a ir .

W here was h is  wife, Bee w ondered, a n d  
w hen  th e  m eeting  w as over she  drove to  th e  
house  of a  c lergym an w hom  she knew  kep t 
a  k in d  of m issionary  ho te l, a n d  from  h im  
learned  th e  address of th e  Rev. T heodore  
M orton . I t  w as n o t a t a n  uptow n ho te l, b u t 
a t  a  second-rate  board ing  house on E ig h th  
street, w here room s a n d  board  w ere cheap, 
an d  th e re  o n  th e  th ird  floor back, she found 
M rs. T heodore  M orton, th e  school-m istress 
from  V erm on t, who h ad  so offended h e r  ta ste  
w ith spectacles an d  a  b row n alpaca dress. 
T he  land lady  had  b idden h e r go directly  to  
th e  room , w here she  knocked a t th e  door, and 
th e n  stood lis ten in g  to  a  sweet, ch ild ish  
voice sing ing  a  lu llaby  to  a  baby. Again she 
knocked, an d  th is  tim e  th e  voice said , “ Come 
in ,” a n d  she w en t in  an d  found  a  l ittle  girl 
of five y ears  old, w ith  black  h a ir  a n d  eyes, 
and  a  dark , saucy, p iq u a n t face, sea ted  on  a  
low rock ing  chair, an d  holding in  h e r  sh o rt, 
fa t a rm s a  pale, sickly babv of fou r m o n th s  or 
th e reab o u ts, w hich she  was try in g  to  h u s h  to 
sleep. N ear h e r, in  an  a rm -chair, s a t a  round , 
rosy-cheeked little  girl, who m ig h t h ave  been  
th re e  years old, th o u g h  h e r  he ig h t in d ica ted  a  
child  m u ch  younger th a n  th a t. O n th e  bed , 
w ith  h e r  face to  th e  w all, an d  ap p aren tly  
asleep , lay  a  wom an, em aciated  a n d  th in , 
w ith  s treak s  of g ray  in  th e  long, b lack  h a ir  
floa ting  in  m asses over th e  pillow . • Bee 
th o u g h t she m u s t have m ade a  m istake, b u t 
som eth ing  in  th e  b lue  eyes of th e  chubby 
g irl in  th e  ch air a rre s ted  h e r  a tte n tio n , an d  
she said  to  th e  elf w ith  th e  baby  in  h e r 
a rm s  :

“ Is  M rs. M orton h e re ,— M rs. T heodore
M orton  ?”

“ Yes, th a t ’s m a ,— on th e  bed. S h e’s sick ; 
sh e ’s always sick. T u rn  in , b u t don’t  m ake 
a  noise, ’cause I ’s try in ’ to  rock baby b ro th e r 
to  sleep, like a  good ’ittle  d ir l .”

“  A n’ I ’s dood, too ,”  ch irped  th e  dum pling  
in  th e  h ig h  ch a ir. “ I ’ve clim bed up  h e re  to  
de t o u t of th e  way, a n ’ n o t w ake m am m a a n ’ 
m ake h e r  head  ache, a n ’ p ap a ’s go in ’ to  b rin g  
m e som e tan d y , he is, w hen  h e  tu rn s  from  
th e  m ee tin ’.”

T h e re  was no  m is tak ing  th a t  b lue  eyed, 
fair-haired  child  for o th e r th a n  T heodore 
M orton’s, an d  B eatrice  stooped dow n and  
k issed  h e r  ro u n d  rosy  cheek, a n d  a s k e d :

“  W h at is your n am e, little  one ?”
“ M am ie—M am ie M orton ; b u t dey call 

m e B uuch ie, ’cause I ’s so fa t, a n ’I ’s m am m a’s 
d a r lin ’, an d  was tree  ’ears  old n ex t week,”  
was th e  re p ly ; a n d  th e n  Bee tu rn e d  to th e  
elf, and  lay ing  h e r h a n d  on  th e  je t-b lack  ha ir , 
s a id :

“  A nd you r n am e  is w ha t ?”
“  Trixey  everybody calls m e b u t pap a , who 

som etim es says Bee ; b u t th a t  a in ’t  m y very 
jnam e. I t ’s ever so long, w ith  m an y  B ’s in  
i t ,” was th e  rep ly , an d  B ee’s h e a r t gave a 
g rea t bound  as she  s a id :

‘ • Is  i t  B eatrice  ?”
“  Yes, a n ’ m ore too, B eatrice  so m eth in ’. ”
“  B eatrice  B elknap , p e rh a p s ,”  guessed  th e  

lady, an d  th e  ch ild  rep lied  :
“  T h a t’s i t ,  b n t how  did  you know  ?” 

an d  th e  g rea t eyes, so very b lack  and  
inqu is itive , looked w onderingly a t  Bee, who 
answ ered :

“  I  am  B eatrice  B elknap , th e  lady  for 
w hom  you w ere nam ed , an d  I ’ve come to 
see y6 u . I  u sed  to  know  y o u r fa th e r. I s  h( 
well ?” #

“ P ap a  ? Yes, h e ’s very  w e ll;b n t m a ta m a ,’ 
an d  th e  child  p u t on  a  very  w ise an d  confiden­
tia l look as she  added in  a  w hisper, 
“ m am m a ’s shiflless a ll th e  t im e .”

Bee could  n o t rep ress  a  sm ile  a t th is  q u a in t 
form  of speech, an d  she asked  :

“ A nd do you tak e  care  of baby ? I s  th e re  
no  n u rs e  ?” #

“  W e h a d  L e a th  over ho m e,” Trixey 
said, “  b u t sh e  cou ldn’t  com e w ith  us, 
’cause we’re  so poor, a n ’ p ap a  h a s  no  
m oney .”

“ B u t h e  buyed  m e som e yed soos,’* Bun* 
chie  said , s tick ing  up  h e r little  feet, encased 
in  a  new  p a ir  of red  m orocco shoes, th e  first 
she  h a d  ever h ad  o r p robab ly  seen.

H ow  B eatrice’s h e a r t y earn ed  over these  
little  o nes who h a d  know n on ly  poverty, and  
how  she  {longed to  lav ish  upon  them  
a p a r t  of h e r  superfluous w ealth . T h e re  was 
a  s tir  on  th e  b e d ; th e  sleeper was w aking, 
a n d  a fa in t voice called  :

“  T rixey, a re  you h e re ? ”
“  Yes m am m a. I ’ve rocked b ro th e r to  

sleep ,” Trixey said , s ta r tin g  up , b u t  ho ld ing 
fa s t to th e  baby as a  cat ho lds to  its  k itten . 
“ T h e re ’s a lady he re , m am m a, corned to see 
u p , ”  th e  child  con tinued , an d  th e n  M rs. M or­
ton  roused  quickly, an d  tu rn in g  on  h e r  side 
fixed h e r  g rea t su nken  eyes in q u ir in g ly  on  
B eatrice , who s tepped  forw ard, an d  w ith  th a t  
w inn ing  sw eetness and  grace so n a tu ra l to 
her, s a id : I

“  I  d oub t if you  rem  em ber m e, M rs: M or­
to n , as you only saw  m e once, and  th a t  for a 
few m om ents, before th e  G uide sailed  from  
h ere  six  years ago. I  am  an  old frien d  of 
your h u sb an d ’s. I  m et h im  in  P a ris  first, 
and  m any  tim es a fte r in  A m erica. P e rh ap s  
you have h eard  h im  speak of M iss B eatrice  
B elknap ?”

“  Y es, T rixey was nam ed  for you. I t  was 
k ind  in  you to  call,” M rs. M orton  said, and  
now  she sa t upon th e  side of tne  bed  an d  be­
g an  to  b ind  up  h e r  long  b lack  h a ir , w hich had  
fallen on h e r  neck .

L e t m e do th a t ,” Bee said , as she  saw 
how th e  exertion  of ra is ing  h e r  a rm s m ade 
th e  inva lid  c o u g h ; a n d  draw ing off h e r 
gloves, h e r  w hite h an d s , on  w hich so m an y  
costly jewels w ere sh in in g , were soon a rra n g ­
ing  an d  tw isting  th e  long h a ir  w hich, th o u g h  
m ixed w ith  gray, was very g lossy  an d  lu x u ­
r ia n t. “  Y ou have nice  h a ir , a n d  so 
m uch  of i t , ” she said , a n d  M rs. M orton 
rep lied  :

“ Yes, i t  is  very heavy  even yet, and  is a ll I  
have left of m y yo u th , th o u g h  I  am  n o t so 
very old, on ly  th ir ty  ; b u t th e  life of a  m is­
s ionary ’s wife is n o t conductive  to  th e  re ta in ­
ing  of one ’s good looks .”

“ W as i t  so very d read fu l !”  Bee asked , a 
little  cu rious ab o u t th e  life w hich m ig h t have 
been  h e r  own.

“ No dreadfu l, b u t *hard  ; th a t  is , i t  wag 
very  h a rd  on  m e, who w as never s trong , 
th ough  I  seem ed so to  s trangers. I  could  n o t 
endure  m uch, and  was sick a ll th e  way out, 
so sick th a t  I  u sed  to  w ish I  m ig h t die and  
be bu ried  • in  th e  sea. T h e n  Trixey  cam e 
so soon, and  th e  care of h e r, an d  th e  food, 
and  th e  c lim ate , an d  th e  m a n n e r  of living 
th e re , and  th e  te rrib le  hom e-sickness 1 
O h, I  was so hom esick , a t  first, th a t  I  should 
su rely  have died, if T heo h a d  n o t been so 
good. H e  was alw ays k ind , and  tried  to 
spare  m e every w ay.”

“  Yes, I  am  su re  he  d id ,” Bee said ; fool­
ing  a t th e  sam e tim e  a  k ind  of pity  for Theo, 
who, for s ix  years, h ad  spared and  been  k ind  
to th is  w om an, a fte r hav ing  know n an d  loved 
h e r, B ea trice  B elknap.

T h e re  was a  g rea t difference betw een theso  
two wom en ; one, b righ t, gay, spark ling , fu ll 
of life and  h e a lth , w ith  w ealth  show ing itse lf 
in  every p a rt of her e legan t dress, from  th e  
In d ia n  shawl w hich she  h ad  th row n  across 
the  chair, to  th e  sable m uff which had  fa llen  
on  th e  floor ; th e  o ther, sick, tired , d is h e a r t­
ened, old before h e r tim e ; and , a las, h ab ited  
in  th e  sam e brow n a lpaca in  w hich she  h a d  
sailed away, and  w hich h ad  b een  so obnox­
ious to  B eatrice. T he m ate ria l h a d  been  th e  
best of tho  k ind , an d  a fte r various tu rn in g s  
and  fixings, had  been m ade a t la s t in to  a 
k ind  of w rapper, w hic 'i w as tr im m ed  w ith  a 
p a rt of an o th e r old brow n d re ss  of a  different 
shade. N o th ing  could  be m ore unbecom ing 
to th a t  th in , sallow face, a n d  th o se  dark , hol­
low eyes, th a n  th a t  d ress, an d  never was
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