
C A N A D IA N  IMP L I / I ' I t  V A N D  E G G S  
P O R  T I I E  I I K I  B I S H  in A K H E T .

V a lu a b le  I n f o r m a t io n  lo r  R a in e r s  a n d  
D e a le r s  a n d  ib.x p o r te r *  o f  P o u lt r y  a n d  
E g g s .

(F rom  a  C ircu lar issued  by  Jo h n  Dyke, C anad ian  
G o v e rn m en t A gent in  L iverpoo l, G. B . )

H av ing  paid considerable a tten tio n  to  tbe 
in itia tio n  and  developm ent of a trad e  between 
C anada and  G reat B rita in , in  pou ltry  and 
eggs, I  have arrived  a t the  conclusion tb a t  a 
very  rem unera tive  business can be conducted 
if p roper care can be taken . T h is  opinion is 
based  upon a  careful exam ination  of nearly  
every consignm ent m ade from C anada since 
F eb ruary , 1874, w hen, w ith th e  first sh ipm ent 
of fresh  m eat from  th e  A m erican C ontinent, 
we had  a  ton  and  a-half of p o u ltry  ; and  
upon a n  in tim a te  knowledge of the  m arket 
here. W ith  th e  view of ex tending th is  b ranch 
of export trade, I  propose to give th e  re su lt 
of my enquiries, together w ith tlie p ractical 
experience of sh ippers from  C anada, a n d  also 
of th e  L ondon  and  L iverpool salesm en, who 
have for m any years conducted an  enorm ous 
trad e  from  France , H olland , Belgium , Ita ly  
and  o ther parts  of th e  C ontinen t. I he value 
of pou ltry  im ported  in to  the  U nited  Kingdom  
from abroad in  1877 was upw ards of $1,600,- 
000, being upw ards of $ 100,000 m ore th an  in 
1876. and  i t  is hard ly  probable th a t  th e  
p resen t h igh  prices would be seriously a f
fected if these  im ports  were quadrupled. 
Sh ipm en ts of C anadian  tu rkeys to  E n g 
land  have proved m ost rem unerative , 
w hilst those of fowls, ducks and  geese have 
also proved fairly successful. T he  directions 
for fa tten ing  as given by L a  Basse Cour, an 
em in en t F ren ch  jou rna l, specially devoted to 
th e  in te re s ts  of th e  poultry  yard , to  ensure 
w hite plum p poultry , are as follows —“ To 
get good weight and  a  delicate color, only 
m eal from  grain  of la st year’s grow th shoul 
be used  in  th e  fa tten in g  process, and  th e  
w ater em ployed for m ixing  th e  food should 
be salted  in  the  proportion  of six drachm s, or 
abou t one-th ird  of an  ounce to the  quart. 
F u r th e r  a  sm all q u a n tity  of coarse gravel: 
should be added to th e  paste  th u s  m ade, so as 
to  a ss is t the  b ird ’s digestive functions. Special 
care should be taken  to keep th em  peifectly 
quiet, and  no t to give them  any  heavy m eal 
for a t least twelve hours before they  are to be 
killed, so th a t th e  in testines m ay be em pty 
a t  th e  tim e of death , an d  th e  acid fe rm en ta 
tio n  of th e ir  con ten ts, which would otherw ise 
ensue, and  w hich facilitates decom position, 
m ay  be avoided. Poultry  killed when diges
tion  is going on will hard ly  keep for a  week. 
B y a tten tio n  to the  above d irections, they 
m ay  be preserved for a fo rtn ig h t in  m ild  wet 
w eather, and  for a  longer period w hen i t  is 
dry  and  cold.”

T he  necks of all pou ltry  should be broken 
close to th e  head , n o t cu t. A slight, incision 
m ay be m ade in  the  roof of th e  
m o u th  to  dislodge th e  blood, which 
would o therw ise settle  in the  head and  neck. 
T hey  should th en  be placed in  a position  to 
thoroughly  cool, care being taken  to a rrange 
th e  feathers, for an  a ttractive  appearance is 
of prim ary  im portance, l t  is  very im portan t 
th a t  all poultry  for sh ipm ent to G reat B rita in  
should  be n e ither plucked no r draw n. The 
fea thers  no t only absorb any  m oisture  which 
m ay arise during  the  passage, bu t act as the  
m ost n a tu ra l and a t th e  sam e tim e m ost effi
c ien t, non-conductors of heat. N othing , in 
fact, will tend  to th e  preservation of any  b ird  
m ore th a n  its  own feathers. Select young 
cock tu rkeys, the  heavier th e  better. Cock 
tu rkeys will realize a t least 20 per cent, m ore 
th a n  hens. I f  convenient a rrangem en ts  can 
be m ade,shipping  in  s refrigerato r on board 
sh ip  is to  be preferred. T he  packing sliould 
be in ligh t wooden cases, no t nocessarily  a ir 
tig h t, abou t 7 feet long, 2 feet 6 inches to  3 
feet wide, and abou t a foot h igh , to  contain 
about a  score in  each case, w hich should  be 
m arked with th e  w eight and  sex of birds, to 
facilitate the  sale to  dealers. On no  account 
shou ld  the  heads be placed under th e  wings.

. P lace tb em  as s tra ig h t as possible in  the  
cases, th a t  they  m ay re ta in  th e ir  proper shape, 
tak in g  th e  precau tion  to a rrange  them  breast 
downwards, th u s  avoiding sweating. I f  i t  is 
im possible to  ob tain  space in  refrigerators, 
in  cold, frosty w eather, they  m ay  be en 
veloped in  new spaper and  packed in  flour 
barre ls , and  sh ipped as o rd inary  freigh t. No 
hay , straw , or any  o ther a rtic le  which will 
h e a t o r fe rm en t, should be used in  packing. 
Several lo ts sen t in  th is  m an n er have arrived 
in  excellent condition . E xporte rs  to th e  
L ondon  m arket from  th e  C ontinen t and  the  
W est Coa°t of Ire land  use a  so lution of per
m an g an ate  of po tash  as a preventative  of 
decom position or ta in t  w ith  g reat success. 
T he  p lan  adopted is th is —a piece of paper— 
or perhaps cotton b a tten  would be best for 
C anadian  sh ippers to use—is soaked in  the  
solution, and  placed in  the  m outh  and  ven t 
of each b ird . I  should also recom m end th a t 
th e  heads be w rapped in paper p repared  in  a 
sim ila r m anner.

T he  C anadian  fresh  eggs w hich have as yet 
arrived  th is  season have no t been of the  
sam e general good quality  as in  form er years.
I t  is m y du ty  to w arn sh ippers th a t, if there  
be any doubt about th e  freshness they  should 
on no  account sh ip  them . T he  in ju ry  a l
ready done by n o t tak ing  these  precautions 
m y  seriously effect the  prices of C anadian  
fresh  eggs a t B irm ingham , Leeds, Newcastle 
and  o th e r centres of population, th is  season.

♦T hat they  can be safely and  rem uneratively
'  shipped is proved by th e  large sh ipm ents 

m ade during  the  last th ree  seasons by the  
sam e pa itie s . I  was m uch am used th e  o ther 
day w hen m y a tten tio n  was called to  a  sh ip 
m en t of p ickled eggs from  C anada, they  were 
packed in the  following m an n er :—Placed 
ra th e r  loosely in  layers of chopped straw , in  a 
beer barre l, and  th en  filled in  w ith  salt brine  
and  headed up. No bill of lad ing  accom
panied th em  an d  th e  com m ission agent had  to 
pay freight and  o ther charges. A le tte r a r
rived inform ing the  consignee th a t  o ther sh ip 
m en ts  would follow. T he resu lt m ay  easily 
be im agined. U pon opening £ the  barre ll 
a terrib le  s tench  was em itted , and  not 
only did th e  u n fo rtu n a te  m an  lose the  
expenses advanced, bu t was th rea ten ed  by 
th e  police w ith proceedings for creating  a 
nu isance  in th e  s tree t in  which th e  eggs were 
opened. Eggs pickled in  th is  m a n n e r ,!  need 
h a rd ly  sta te , are no t required  iu  E ngland .

* T h e  m ethod of pickling, as generally  followed 
in  Canada, leaves no th ing  to  be desired ; b u t 
th e  following sim ple precautions m ust be 
taken  to ensure  successful tra n s it to G reat 
B rita in , viz. T he eggs m ust be thoroughly 
dried ; th e n  take a flour barre l, and  place in 
it  abou t three  to four inches of chaff, or finely 
cu t hay , which h a s  been previously dried in  a 
k iln  o r oven. Com m ence packing th e  eggs 
flat, w ith the  large end  tow ards th e  side of 
th e  barrel, in  circles, care being taken  to  keep 
a t  least 1£ inches of chaff between th e  sides 
of th e  barre l and th e  eg g s : th en  place ano ther 
layer of chaff, and  repeat u n til  th e  eggs are 
about 6 inches above th e  top of th e  b a r r e l ; 
they  should th en  be pressed, and  headed in , 
an d  will arrive here  w ith a w onderfully sm all 
am oun t of breakages. In  th is  m an n er seventy 
dozen eggs can be placed in  each barre l, and  
th e  freigh t on th e  sam e from  places easy of 
access in  the  Provinces of O ntario  and  Quebec 
will no t excecd 2 cents per dozen, an d  the  
sam e from  th e  M aritim e provinces. U nless 
th e  B ritish  salesm an  is personally  know n to 
th e  sh ipper, I  strong ly  advise h im  to accom 
p any  th e  first sh ipm ent.
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— A rem arkab le  breach of prom ise case is to 
come up for adjudication a t th e  nex t G uelph 
assizes. T he parties  were introduced to  each 

lo ih e r, engaged, th e  engagem ent ring  given,the 
^ re d d in g  ra im en t purchased  and  m ade, the  

wedding ring  bought, th e  parson engaged, th e  
license procured, th e  m eats baked, th e  com 
pany  invited, th e  day set, th e  engagem ent 
broken and  the  w rit issued, all inside of ten 
days.

— N iagara F a lls  hackm en are  try in g  to  form  
a  jo in t stock association, bu t a  n u m b er of the  
clan  refuse to go in , being satisfied to m ake 
from  $50 to  $100 per day u n d er th e  p resen t 
system .

F ob Ind igestion , D yspepsia and  Costive- 
m tss use E d iso n ’s E lec tric  A bsorbent B elts.

T I I K  T E I C U I B l iK  T E L E P H O N E .

M r. B row n, in  a m om en t of unexam pled  
rashness, inform ed the  Bell Telephone Office 
th a t he, too, would like to be a m em ber of its  
m ystic e lch an g e . T his was early in  S ep tem 
ber. About th e  m iddle of October a  ta ll,th in , 
sad-eyed and  extrem ely courteous person 
w ith th a t  a ir of professional m elancholy which 
best befits au  undertaker, called upon  Mr, 
Brown.

In  a  tone of sorrowful in te res t he inqu ired  :
“  You wish to have a telephone p u t in  th is  

house ?”
I t  was as if he liad asked, “ Are you really  

b en t on being m easured  for your coffin ?”
Mr. Brown, a  trifle tim idly , said  “ Y es.”
T he stranger sighed and  tu rn ed  h is  head  

away, as if to conceal h is  deep em otion.
1 You really  w ant a  te lephone ?” he  con 

tinued  after a  pause, as m uch as to  say, “ For 
heaven’s sake be cautious !”

Mr. B row n’s uneasiness considerably in 
creased. H e replied :

1 W ell, yes ; I  certainly did express a  desire 
to have a  te lephone in  m y house.”

A look of in fin ite  p ity  suffused the  s tran g er’s 
face. C ontending im pulses struggled  in  h is  
th ro a t. H is dark  eyes glistened w ith a te a r
ful sym pathy, perhaps pro test. E x trac tin g  a 
paper from  h is  pocketbook for th e  la s t tim e, 
in a  voice of agonized regret, he  c r ie d :

* Do you really  w an t a telephone in  your 
house ?”

Mr. Brow n w ith h ideous audacity  said 
Yes !” —also for th e  la st tim e.

“  P-p-p-please sign th is  p-p-paper !” sobbed 
the  stranger, and  th e  honest fellow pulled out 
his pocket handkerchief and  wept.

T he  paper was a th ird  form al request th a t 
the  Bell Telephone C om pany should  establish  
one of its  in s tru m e n ts  in  Mr. B row n’s houb3.

T h a t was in October.
About th e  6 th  of Novem ber, a  dark  person, 

w ith a scowl upon h is  face and  m ud  upon n is  
boots, rang  Mr. B row n’s bell so violently  th a t  
the  servan t g irl w ent in to  convulsions and 
shouted  “ fire ! ’ U pon being adm itted  in to  
the  house, th e  dark  person inqu ired  in a voice 
like a r is in g  th u n d e is to rm  :

“  W h at room does he  w ant th e  te lephone 
in  ?”

H e was shown th e  room . A fter scowling 
darkly upon every separate  piece of fu rn itu re , 
and pricking so m any  holes in the  wall th a t  it 
looked as if it had  recently  suffered a  very 
severe a ttack  of m ura l sm all-pox ,the  dark  
persen  com m anded th e  desk to be moved, and 
th en  where the  desk had been tacked upon 
the  wall a card inal red  placard  on w hich was 
p rin ted  :

B E L L  T E L E P H O N E  CO.

P U T  IN ST R U M EN T H E R E . 
J o h n  S m i t h ,

Inspecto r.

T hen  h e  left as gustily  as he  cam e.
T h a t card rem ained  th e re  till th e  3rd of the 

following Decem ber.
On the 3rd of th e  following Decem ber th e  

area  way, abou t noon, was darkened by the 
sudden apparition  of four m en , th ree  boys 
and  a  coil of wire.

F o rtunately , they  were in  Capt. M urphy’s 
p recinct—for had  i t  been a fte r dark  in  any  
o ther p recinct th ey  would have been arrested  
on  th e  spot as burglars.

‘ W e’re th e  m en as has come to  p u t in 
your ta llyphoae,” said the  spokesm an of the  
party . U pon which th ree  of th e  m en and  
one boy en tered  th e  house, and  th e  re s t 
began leaning  up  against th e  ra iling—a feat 
in  w hich they  successfully persevered u n til 
dark.

M eantim e, those who en tered  th e  house p e r
form ed all sorts of m arvelous m echanical and  
gym nastic  feats. T hey bored fifteen o r tw enty 
holes in  th e  window fram e. T he  dragged 
coils of wire up and  dow n s ta irs . T hey  kept 
going up on th e  roof and  com ing down again. 
T hey  hun g  loops of wire out of t.ie  windows. 
T hey clam bered all over th e  fron t of th e  house 
like flies. T hey darted  h ith e r  and  th ith e r  on 
sh o rt excursions th a t  endsd  ab rup tly , like 
beetles. T hey squatted  am ong th e  chim neys 
like pigeons.

All day long those inside th e  house kep t up 
th e ir  m ysterious operations, and  all day those 
outside leaned up against th e  fro n t ra iling  
and though t.

W hen they  had  le f t—both  divisions of 
th em —there  were two wires peering th rough  
two holes in  th e  window fram e. T h a t was 
all.

On th e  10th of D ecem ber two m en  a p p ar
en tly  in a trem endous h u rry  ran g  Mr. B row n’s 
bell with a g rea t vehem ence. One carried  a 
sm all package, th e  o ther & s till sm aller box 
of tools.

‘ W e’re  th e  m en th a t’s sen t to  p u t 
up yer ta llyphone,” said th e  younger of th e  
two.

By n ightfall th e  ta llyphone-r-a panel of 
black w alnut, w ith a box and  a  bell and  an in 
finity of knobs and  wires iu  th e  m iddle of i t— 
was in its  place.

‘ W hen shall I  be able to u se  i t , ” inqu ired  
Mr. Brown, m ildly.

I Oh ! We don’t know no th in g  abou t no 
using  i t ,” said th e  conversationalist of th e  duo. 
“ T he inspector ’ill be along here  soon. H e ’ll 
tell you w hen i t’s all r ig h t .”

On the  14th of Decem ber, a  tim id , sh rin k 
ing scholarly  person tripped up  th e  fron t stoop, 
rang the  bell aud  cautiously announced th a t 
he was th e  inspector detailed  to  exam ine and 
repo rt on the  in s tru m en t. H e was show n up  
stairs, and, sh u ttin g  all th e  neighboring  doors 
upon him self, be^an, w ith g rea t in d u s try , to 
te st th e  telephone.

H e tested  i t  by cautiously  fingering a w hite 
knob as if he were picking ou t some Im aginary 
tu n e  on a  s ilen t piano, and  by  shou ting  a t 
regular in tervals  of a m inute , “ H ello  ! hello  ! 
is th a t  you, W ylie ?”

I t  was evidently not W ylie, for he got no  
answ er w hatever to  h is  inquiries.

A fter keeping up  h is  fingering and  his 
shou ting  till sundow n, the  new  inspec to r r e 
tired  from the  telephone, a  worn and  weary 
m an.

“  W hen shall I  be able to  use i t  ?” quo th  
Mr. Brown, curiously.

“  The line  is grounded som ew here,” said 
th e  inspector. “  and  we shall have to  go all 
over i t  to find out w hat is th e  m a tte r.”

On th e  20 th  day of D ecem ber th e  telephone 
was s till useless, M r. Brow n attem p ting  w ithT 
out avail, th rice  every day, to  effect a com m u
nica tion  w ith th e  cen tra l office. On th e  20th, 
h is  tem per being a  little  th e  worse for wear, 
he com m unicated w ith th e  cen tra l office by 
an o th e r m eans, and  a sk ed :

“ How about Mr. B row n’s telephone ?” 
“ M r. Brow n, of N ine H un d red  and  Seventy- 

F irs t s tre e t? ”
“ E xac tly .”
II Oh ! th a t’s all rig h t.”
“  How long h a s  it been all r ig h t? ”
“ N early two m o n th s .”

G reat heaven ! I ’m  M r. Brow n, and  I  
hav en ’t  heard  a sound out of i t  since i t ’s been 
in  my house !”

“  C an ’t help it, sir. You used your telephone 
yesterday, and  held a long conversation  w ith 
th e  Law E xchange.”

“  T he deuce I  did. W h at tim e ?”
“  T hree  o’clock.”
“  B ut, m y dear sir, a t 3 o’clock yesterday  I 

was in  W estchester C ounty .”
“  C an’t  help  it. M ust have been your fam ily 

th e n .”
“  B u t m y  fam ily was w ith m e !”
“  C an’t  help it. M ust have been your ser

v an t !”
“ My servan t 1 S he’d sooner p lay w ith  a keg 

>of dynam ite  J”

“  C an ’t  help  it. I t ’s down on th e  records, 
an d  you m u st have done i t . ”

“  Your inspector says th e  in s tru m en t is n ’t 
w orking, and  I  in s ist upon som ebody being 
sen t to a ttend  to i t .”

“  W ho are you, s ir?”—th is  tim e in  a sm ooth, 
courteous, conciliatory voice.

“  Jo h n  Brow n, N ine H un d red  and  Seventy- 
F ir s t  s tre e t.”

“  All righ t, sir. I ’m  W ylie, the  chief opera
tor. Your in s tru m e n t shall be a tten d ed  to  a t 
once.”

On the  26t.h of D ecem ber a  boyish young 
fellow com es along, w ith a  sm all valise in 
h is  h and  and a  p leasan t sm ile on h is  face.

“  My nam e’s M orris,” he says briskly. “ I ’m 
an  inspector of te lephones—Bell Exchange. 
Y our's w ants seeing to, I  believe ?”

H e goes up sta irs  and  operates on the  Bell 
te lephone for about two hours. H e takes i t  to 
pieces, pu ts  it together again, discovers th a t 
the  w ires have been reversed, and  th a t every
th in g  th a t  ought not to have been done has 
been done, and  th a t everyth ing th a t  ou t to 
have been done has been left undone. T hen 
lie, too, fingers th e  w hite knob and  inquires, 
“ W ylie, is  th a t  you ?” to  which, th is  tim e, 
W ylie m akes faiiat response th a t  i t  is he.

U pon w hich In specto r M orris says, “ Mr. 
Brown, th e  in s tru m en t is all r ig h t ! You can 
use i t  all you w an t’' —and  then  goes.

M r. Brown, trem bling  w ith gleeful an tic i
pation, goes to the  in s tru m en t aud, according 
to  ru le , p resses th rice  upon the  w hite knob 
and  th e n  p u ts  th e  telephone to h is  ear.

“  H e llo ! hello  !” he  says, a fter th e  orthodox 
fashion.

H e listens for a  while to a  confused m u rm u r 
of voices, to g irls laughing and  scuffling. 
T hen a  clear g irl’s voice says :

“  S h u t up , L en a  ! I  can’t  h e a r  w hat h« 
says.”

M r. B row n—“ H ello ! hello !”
F a ir  U nknow n—“ H ello ! hello 1”
M r. B row n—“ Am I  speaking to  C entral 

Office?”
F a ir  U nknow n— “ W ill you hu sh , LenaJ? 

W h at do you say ?”
Mr. B row n—“ Am I  ta lk ing  to C entral 

Office ?”
F a ir  U n k n o w n —“ E h  ?”
M r. B row n— “ A m —I —ta lk ing—to —C en

tra l Office ?”
F a ir  U nkuow n— “L ena, do h u sh , I  can ’t 

hear a word he  says. W h a t’s th a t? ”
Mr. Brow n— “ AM I  TA L K IN G  TO C E N 

TR A L O F F IC E  ?”
F a ir U nknow n—“ I  don’t know .”
Mr. B row n—“ W ho in  th e  nam e of heaven 

are you ?”
F a ir  U nknow n—“ B lum enste il, F o rty -first 

s tre e t.”
Mr. B row n—“ N ever m ind. T hank  you .”
In  a  half an  hou r Mr. Brow n has ano ther 

fly a t  th e  Bell telephone. H e rings twice and  
pu ts  tho te lephone to  h is  ear. T his tim e a n 
o th e r young lady sweetly replies.

Young L ad y —“ H ello ! liello !”
Mr. B row n—“ H ello 1 hello ! Am I  speaking 

to cen tra l office ?”
Youug L ad y —“ Yes. W ho are you ?”
Mr. B row n—“ Jo h n  Brow n, N ine H u n d re l  

and  Seventy-first s treet ?”
Young L ad y —“ W hat do you w ant ?”
Mr. B row n—“ To know if m y te lephone  is 

in  w orking order yet ?”
Young L ady —“ Keep your in s tru m e n t to 

th e  ear, if you please. I  will find the  general 
up e rin ten d en t.”

In  about five m inu tes, ju s t  as Mr. ,Bro\yn is. 
about to  drop th e  te lephone 'w ith  'a loud curse, 
a trem endous explosion goes off in  h is  rig h t 

ear. Twelve ex tra  large bunches of fire crack
ers have been apparen tly  fired off in  the  te le 
phone.

Before he  has quite recovered h is  senses a 
voice says :

“  D id you get m e th en  ?”
“ G et you th en  ?” roars  Mr. Brow n ; “ I  

only  wish I  could get you now. W hat 
do you m ean  by exploding torpedoes in  my 
ear ?”

“  I  w anted to  see if your in s tru m en t was all 
r ig h t,” says th e  voice.

“  Is  i t  all r igh t ?”
“  N o.”
“ C an ’t  I  use i t  ?”
“ No, n o t y e t.”
“ W hen shall I  be able to use it ?”
“ C an’t te ll .”
“  B u t Inspecto r M orris says i t ’s a ll r ig h t.” 
“  H e knows no th ing  about i t . ”
A nother explosion of c ra c k e rs ; th en  s i

lence.
On Jan u a ry  2, 1880, In specto r M orris re 

tu rn s  to  th e  charge.
“  How is your te lephone w orking ?”
“ I t  doesn’t  work a t  a ll.”
“  W ho says so ?”
“ Some fellow a t th e  cen tra l office.’’
“  I t  was all rig h t th e  o th e r day .”
“ I  told h im  you said so, and  he replied th a t  

you d id n ’t  know any th ing  a b su t i t .”
“ He said I  d idn ’t know any th ing  about it, 

did he  ? I f  I  find ou t who i t  was I ’ll punch  
h is  head .”

And with g rea t ind ignation  M orris sets out 
to prove th a t  he  does know som ething  about 
i t  by tak ing  th e  in s tru m en t to pieces, by 
discovering th a t  som ething else is ou t of 
gear and  by p u tting  it toge ther again . T hen  
he says :

‘ I t ’s all rig h t now, and I ’ll b e t ten  dollars 
on i t . ”

T h a t afternoon, none  too sanguinely , Mr. 
Brow n rings up  C entral Office, aud  a very  pert 
young lady, so fa r as one can judge from  her 
voice and  her m an n er of speaking, replies 
w ith th e  usual “  H ello  ! hello  1”

“ Is  m.y telephone a ll rig h t ?”
“  W ho a r8 you ?”
“ Brow n, N ine H undred  an d  Seventy-first 

s treet !”
“  I ’ll see—b u t, say Brown, w hat’s th e  m a t

te r  w ith you ? I ’ve been ring ing  your bell 
ha lf a dozen tim es, and  couldn’t  get you any
how ?”

“ I ’ve been s ittin g  r ig h t under th e  bell a ll 
day and  i t  h a sn ’t  sounded once.”

“  T hen  th e re ’s som eth ing  wrong, and  our 
inspector ’11 have to  call and  see w hat’s th e  
m a tte r.”

Inspecto r M orris does call on  th e  6th  ©f 
Jan u a ry .

“ T he bell’s wrong now, is i t  ?” he says. 
“  I ’ll soon fix th a t l ”

H e does fix i t  and  goes.
T hen  Mr. Brown once m ore, fa in t-hearted  

and  desponding, tries  hisf telephone.
“ H ello  ! hello 1”
“  W ho are  you ?”
“  Brown —N ine H un d red  and  S even ty-F irst 

s t r e e t ! Is  m y telephone all rig h t ?”
“  Yes 1”
“  P lease  have th e  k indness to  ”
Cr— r —r—r —rack 1 
Silence.
T h a t conversation h a s  never been ended.
On th e  9 th  of Jan u a ry  th e  B ell te lephone 

in  M r. B row n’s house reached such a degree 
of perfection th a t  he has ever since been  able 
to  h ea r th e  com m ingled conversation of all 
o th e r te lephon ists  w ithou t being able to  chip 
in  m ore th a n  two words a t a  tim e on h is  own 
account.

O ne m inu te  a t h is  telephone enabled  h im  
th u s  to  tap  th is  huge river of dialogue :

“  Send m e hello ! hello ! hom e a t six two 
bushels  sho rt of o strich  fea thers  num bers 
n inety-five half a  colum n m ore in  w hich to  
fin ish  hello ! hello  ! who are  you ? d in n e r will 
be six crates on th e  F a ll R iver case tried  and  
judgm en t rendered  hello ! hello ! M rs. B lu m 
enste il please h ang  up th ree-fo rty  tra in  from  
G rand  C en tra l D epot tw enty-tw o casks m ore 
darling  I  d idn ’t  m ean  w hat I  said th is  hello ! 
h e llo ! Going to  see Kelly r ig h t off no  swear
ing  p leass hello ! hello  1 I  w ant to  be con
nected w ith w arehouse receip ts a re  on th e ir

way up  tow n now Jenn ie  w ants to  h u sh  L en a  
I  can ’t h ear a hello ! liello 1 and  take  South 
F e rry  boat the  funera l’s a t 12 hello 1 hello  ! 
who are  you Gordon you’ve sh o rt of copy 

I down town T ru th  office te  go to  hello 1 h e llo !” 
5 Som e day, perhaps, Mr. Brown will have a 
I chance to  cast his own little  ta lk  upon th is  

phan tom  cu rren t of sm all ta lk .—N . Y . D ra  
m atic News.

FARM AND GARDEN-

A  P d l L A N T H R u P H I G  B A R O N E S S .

Tlie D uchess of St. A lbans, in  bequeath ing 
h e r fo rtune to M iss Angela B urde tt, desired 
h e r  to take th e  nam e of C outts. T his lady 
was born in 1814, and received th e  vast legacy 
of $20,000,000 in 1837, since w hich tim e she 
has been conspicuous for h e r charitab le  deeds 
and  h u m an ita rian  schem es. H er liberality  
in  establish ing  th e  corps of nurses under 
F lorence N ightingale, in  th e  Crim ean w ar, is 
fam ilia r to every one. She is said to spend 
h e r en tire  incom e, $ 1,000,000 to  $ 1,200,000 a 
year, in  h e r ph ilan th rop ic  pro jects. She is 
an unfailing  friend to th e  poor, a  pro tector of 
dum b anim als, and  founder of churches and 
schools. In  1847, ten years a fter obtain ing  
h e r fortune, she endowed a  church  w ith  p a r
sonage and school a ttached, in  R ochester Row, 
one of th e  m ost neglected pa rts  of London. 
She also established  th e  d rink ing  fountains, 
which are such a blessing to  weary pedes
trian s  ; also the  coffee saloons, w hich are 
such aids to th e  tem perance m ovem ent. She 
is so m uch  revered and  beloved by a il classes 
th a t the  very populace, w hen exasperated  by 
poverty to extrem e m easures of violence, p ro 
tected  th e  hom e of Miss C outts, and  declared 
th a t  no h and  should be ra ised  against the  
peace of th e ir  benefactor. T his beneficent 
lady, who has spen t her w ealth so freely for 
th e  im provem ent of h um an  w elfaie, is by no 
m eans averse to  the  pleasures of life. She 
has ju s t  been seeking a  little  h ealthy  recre
ation  in  a yacht voyage up  th e  M editerranean 
w ith a p a rty  of distinguished guests, one of 
whom, Mr. H enry  Irv ing , of the  Lyceum , had  
an  opportun ity  th u s  given h im  of surveying 
the  identical scenes which, h e  so forcibly por
trays  m  enacting th e  p a rt of Shylock  in  the  
“ M erchant of Venice.” A fter re tu rn in g  from 
th e  Sunny  South  and  re-en tering  th e  Tham es, 
h er ladyship’s com m odious steam er lay a 
week off G ravesend, where she and  h e r com 
panions had le isure  to study th e  vast m a ri
tim e, coasting and river traffic of th e  p o rt of 
London, w hich had  great in te res t to Miss 
C outts, as th e  condition of those em ployed in 
it had  long engaged her kindly  a tten tio n .— 
Boston H era ld .

A F I K R C K  C O J 1 B A T .

T h e  U f e  a n d  D e a t l i  S tr u g g le  B e t w e e n  a  
L a t  a n d  a  R a t t le s n a k e .

(F rom  th e  A m ericus (Ga.) R epublican .)
About th ree  weeks ago, du ring  th e  b eau ti

fu l sunny  w eather we have had ,w hich  induced 
th e  tre e 3 to  bud and  bloom , I  was walking 
in  my garden one m orning , th in k in g  about 
my early  s ta r t for spring  vegetables, w hen I 
saw a  large ra ttlesnake  ru n n in g . My first 
im pulse was to go to th e  house, get a  gun 
and  kill it. B u t looking around, I  saw a  very 
large house cat cautiously creeping upon the  
reptile . • A nticipating a fight, and  equally 
desirou3 of getting  rid  of the  cat, which killed 
chickens, I  concluded~to w itness hia afc^ick 
up^a-tho*
sto>uach. pulling  along on its  feet, w histling 
its ta il from  side to. side, and  every now and 
th en  s tre tch ing  its  neck to  view th e  snake, 
w hen abou t e igh t or ten  feet off th e  snake 
suddenly  coiled up, bprung its  ra ttle , faced 
th e  ca t and  da rted  its  forked tongue out 
rapidly. T he cat com m enced a  rap id  circle 
around  th e  snake, so fast in  fact th a t  th e  eye 
could hard ly  keep up w ith  it. A t la s t i t  got 
n ear enough and  mado a  d a rt a t its  enem y, 
b u t th rough  providential reasons i t  w ent high 
above th e  snake, which also s tiuck  a t th e  cat, 
th u s  break ing  its  coil. T he  cat w ent too far 
an d  by th e  tim e th a t  i t  had  tu rn ed  to its  foe 
th e  reptile  was again coiled and  ready fo r th e  
a ttack . T he sam e m ethod was adopted and 
carried  on  for four or five tim es, occupying a t 
least ha lf an  hou r. The cat w ished to catch 
th e  snake, bu t seem ed aware th a t  if i t  m issed 
th e  neck i t  would be certain  death. A t th e  
s ix th  assau lt they  m et, and in s tan tly  th e  
snake was wrapped in  several folds around the  
body of th e  cat, which used  its  sharp  claws 
with deadly effect. T he cat had  been b itten  
on th e  head  and  neck several tim es, and  both 
continued to fight. The snake was to rn  n e a r
ly to  shreds, bu t did no t unloose its  coil 
a round  its  victim . T he  poison was swift and 
deadly, but before th e  cat died i t  caugh t th e  
snake’s head  in  its  m ou th  and  crushed it, and 
fighting they  died, th e  snake enw rapping the  
cat in  its  coils. T ke snake m easured  four 
feet e igh t inches and  had  13 ra ttle s .

A  R O M A N C E  W  I I’l l  A  T R A G I C  
F L A V O R .

About a  year ago a  well-known young phy
sician of Chicago shot a  young lady in  a 
quarrel, and  believing th a t he  had  killed h e r 
he fled. T he m a tte r caused in tense  excite
m en t, as th e  young lady was a m em ber of a 
first-class fam ily, and the  physician had  a 
large and lucrative practice. T he tragic  affair 
was the  cu lm ination  of a lover’s quarrel, th e  
young lady having broken h e r engagem ent. 
H appily  she was no t killed, and  recovered in  
a few weeks. T he  physician took a M ichigan 
C entra l tra in  and  w ent to Kalam azoo, where 
he had  friends. H e related tb e  c ircum stances 
of the  case to  them  and  asked for aid , b u t they  
refused to shelter a self-confessed m urderer. 
H e was on th e  po in t of despairing w hen he 
was recom m ended to a  farm er about eighteen 
m iles from  th e  “ B ig Village,” and  as soon as 
darkness set in  he  started  on  foot for th e  la t 
te r  place. T he farm er listened to h is  story 
aud  consented to harbo r h im  for a  sho rt tim e. 
T hrough  h is  p leasan t m anners th e  Doctor 
soon m ade hosts of friends, and  in  order to 
d ispel th e  supposed horrible tragedy from  h is  
m ind, he  m ingled freely in society u n d er an 
assum ed nam e. H e m ade th e  acquaintance 
of a handsom e young lady, to whom  he  su b 
sequently  becam e engaged. T he  day of th e  
wedding was set, bu t th e  m a tte r was kep t a 
profound secret u n til suddenly the  news cam e 
th a t th e  young lady whom the  physician  sup
posed to be dead was still alive and  was about 
to be m arried .

T h e  physician th rew  aside h is  assum ed 
nam e, and  after satisfying h im self th a t  he had 
ignorantly  accused him self of m urder, he  h a s
tened  h is  wedding cerem ony, and  to  day is a 
happy  fa th e r and  a  prospective h e ir to valua- 
property. T he physician has a  num ber of 
long-standing  friends in  th is  c ity  who will 
vouch for th e  tru th  of th e  rom ance.

A C h e a p  V e g e t a r i a n  D i n n e r . — T he exper
im en t of giving a  cheap vegetarian  d in n e r to 
poor children, which has been tried  w ith m uch 
success in  o ther E n g lish  towns, was repeated 
a t M anchester recently, when nearly  500 of 
the  poorest boys and  girls to be found in the  
city were served w ith a  good d inner in  the  large 
hall of the  Young M en's C hristian Association. 
T he provisions consisted of soup, bread  and 
plum -pudding. E ach  child had  four ounces 
of bread w ith  th e  soup, which consisted m a in 
ly of peas, onions, flour and w ater, seasoned 
w ith pepper and  salt. T he to ta l cost per child 
was two and  one-half pence. T he Executive 
C om m ittee of th e  M anchester V egetarian So
ciety have th e  credit of providing th e  repast, 
w hich was heartily  enjoyed by th e  children . 
As they  left th e  h a il each boy and  g irl was 
p resen ted  w ith  an  orange.

Seasonable Information 
the Soil-

for Tillers of

T h e  B e n e f i t  o f  S u g a r  B e e t  C u ltu r e .
W e  have frequently  referred to  th e  advan 

tages prom ised by th e  cu ltu re  of sugar beet 
for th e  m anufactu re  of sugar. B u t th e  great 
in d u s try  does no t grow, blossom  and  become 
fru itfu l in  a  year or a few years. Y et its  final 
success is hastened  by th e  ease w ith which 
the  raw  m ateria l can be produced. If  sugar 
beets were now grown as p len tifu l as po ta
toes, sugar factories would be as num erous as 
s tarch  factories. I t  was th e  ab u n d an t supply 
of potatoes th a t  tem pted  th e  starch  m anufac
tu re rs  to build  th e ir  factories, and  offer a 
steady m arke t for th e  fa rm er’s produce. L e t 
sugar beets becom e a  stap le  p roduct of our 
farm s, and  th e  only obstacle to th e  e stab lish 
m ent of a vast business in  sugar-m aking  
would be rem oved. Sugar beets can  be m ade 
profitable for feeding, and no t only so, b u t the  
effect of th e ir  cu lture  upon o ur system  of agri
cu ltu re  canno t fail to  be so advantageous as to 
inv ite  th e  farm ers to adopt it, if b u t for its 
own value alone. R oot cu ltu re  im plies 
good farm ing, for w ith poor fa rm ing  one can 
n o t grow roots. Roots m ay be grown upon 
poor land , by using  th e  p roper fe rtilizers  and 
m ethods of cu ltu re , an d  th e re  is  no  b e tte r 
m ethod th a n  th is  of w orking up th e  soil to a 
good condition. F o r if one grows a  q uan tity  
of roots, these m u s t be fed, and  th ey  cannot 
be fed w ithout m aking a large q u a n tity  of 
m a n u re ; fu rther, they can no t be 
fed w ith th e  g reatest profit w ithou t the  add i
tion  of some concen trated  food, and  th a t  in 
volves rich  as well as ab u n d an t m anure . B e
sides, in  using  roots and  m eal as a daily r a 
tion  for cattle  or sheep, i t  is  found th a t  straw  
will be consum ed w ith  avidity  ; in  fact, i t  
m akes an  excellent su b stitu te  for hay , and 
uses up  profitably a  waste p roduct th a t  is 
generally  used only for litte r.

A n idea is  prevalent th a t  roo t cu ltu re  is 
costly. I t  m ay be a t first under certa in  c ir
cum stances ; as upon a  poor soil and  one full 
with weeds, and  especially u n d er careless 
m anagem ent. I t  m ay  be m ade costly when, 
by neglect a t  a critical tim e, th e  whole 
crop is lo s t by  being buried  in  weeds. 
B ut th a t  is no t tho  fau lt of the 
crop, b u t of th e  m anagem ent. T he 
seed of an  acre of ground  costs $6 ; th a t  is for 
sugar beets, w hich m ay be grown closer th a n  
m angels ; 12 lbs. of seed being needed for an 
acre ; the  cost of cu ltivation  need be no m ore 
th an  for a  crop of potatoes. T h e  yield will 
be of a considerably g rea ter value th a n  th a t 
of potatoes, reaching, under favorable c ircum 
stances, 800 bushels per acre, or 25 tons. For 
feeding, th e  sugar beet is w orth  m ore th an  
double th e  q uan tity  of m angels, as i t  contains 
more th a n  twice as m uch solid m a tte r, so th a t  
25 tons per acre is equ ivalen t to  a  large crop 
of g ro ise r m angels, as can be expected under 
the m ost favorable conditions. T he  d ire3t 
profit is  th e n  a ttractive  enough to induce 
farm ers to  raise sugar beets m erely  for feed
ing purposes, while th e  indirect profit a rising  
from the  im proved condition of the soil gives 
a  respectable re tu rn  in addition. W hen  th e  
cu ltu re  of sugar beets th e n  becom es general, 
th e re  will doubtless be no  lack of capital to 
work them  in to  sugar, any m ore th a n  th e re  
would be to  operate a silver or gold m ine  th a t  
m ay be discovered on a  m a n ’s farm . I t  is th e  

oi nfciWriftL tb a t  ,has. kep t back en te r
prise in  th is  line ; th e  m en and  th e  m oney 
are always ready to develop any  staple  and  
profitable raw  m ate ria l.—Am erican A g ricu l
turist.

S a lt  a s  a  M a n u r e .

Occasionally we have an  inqu iry  in  regard 
to using  salt as a  fertilizer. In  nearly  all 
ages and  countries, salt has been  used as a 
m anu ie . W hile i t  acts as a feeder to p lan ts , 
it perform s th e  office also of a solvent, d is
solving, in th e  fluid stato , o ther substances, 
and  rendering  th em  available as p lan t food. 
B u t i t  should be used w ith care, especially in 
a dry  season, or in  d ry  c lim ates, w here the  
ra infall is  deficient. I t  should never be a p 
plied directly  to p lan ts , a lthough  som etim es 
it is applied to cabbage to  h aste n  th e ir  h ead 
ing, and  render them  m ore solid. The 
F arm ers’s C lub of R io, W isconsin, had  be
fore i t  for d iscussion recently , th e  subject of 
salt as  a fertilizer, and  a  friend sends us a 
brief repo rt of w hat was said on th e  occasion, 
which we give for th e  benefit of those who 
desire to learn  th e  experience of farm ers who 
have used  i t  for th a t  purpose. T he  resu lts  
seem to have been highly  satisfactory. Mr. 
Seth  Allen opened th e  discussion by giving 
h is  experience in  th e  use of salt upon his 
land ; and s tated  th a t  he had  first used i t  on 
his farm  eight years ago, and  th a t  i t  added 
fully 50 per cent, to  h is  yield of w heat th a t  
year. T h a t for a year or two the rea fte r he 
did no t use  salt, on account of th e  c o s t ; bu t 
th a t he becam e thoroughly  satisfied th a t  a 
free use  of sa lt was indispensib le to th e  suc
cess of h is  farm ing  operations ; and  th a t he 
h as used  i t  every year since, resu lting  in  in 
creased crops of grain  of im proved quality , 
—his w heat from  salted land  never grading 
below' no. 2 , while th a t  from  unsalted  land  
was inferior in  bo th  qua lity  and qu an tity . At 
first he h ad  used  a t the  ra te  of one barre l of 
salt to th ree  acres, b u t now uses one barrel to 
two acres. O ther m em bers in g i\in g  th e ir  
experience and observation, fully corroborated 
a ll th a t  M r. Allen had  said in  behalf of tb e  
use of salt as  a fertilizer; an d  after a  full con
sideration  of th e  subject, th e  conclusions a r
rived a t were as follows : T h a t salt has the 
property  of h asten ing  th e  m a tu rity  of all grain 
crops ; th a t  w heat will ripen  six or ten  days 
earlier th a n  on un  salted land, all o ther condi
tions being equal. T h a t i t  increases th e  
yield from  25 to 50 per cent. T h a t i t  stiffens 
th e  straw , and  prevents ru s t and sm ut. T ha t 
i t  checks, if it does no t entire ly  p reven t, the  
ravages of th e  clinch bug ; and  th a t  th e re  is 
no danger of a  m an ’s pocket perm itting  him  
to  p u t too m uch salt upon h is  land, as two 
barrels per acre will in ju re  no grain crop. In  
answer to questions as to th e  b est tim e and 
m anner of sowing salt, as also th e  proper 
q u an tity  to use, th e  following answ ers were 
givin : T he  best tim e to sow salt is  in  the
s p rin g ; and  it ough t to  be th e  firs t th ing  
done on e ither fall or spring  plowing, as all 
the  a fte r-stirring  of th e  land  assists in  its  equal 
d istribu tion  th ro u g h  th e  soil. T he  best and 
easiest m ethod of sowing salt, in  th e  absence 
of a m achine for th a t  purpose,is to  sow i t  from 
o u t of th e  re a r end of a  wagon—th e  sower 
using  bo th  hands, while th e  team  is m oving 
a t a  slow walk ; in  th is  way, th ir ty  o r forty  
acres can be sowed in  one day. T he  q u an tity  
used m ay be from  150 to 300 pounds per acre; 
b u t th e  g rea te r q u an tity  is  th e  better.

S e t t in g  H e n s .
J o sh  Billings says th a t  th e  best tim e to  set 

a  ftefn is w her th e  hen  want&to set. To atid 
to  a  piece of wisdom le t m e add : Set your
hens a t n ig h t—always. I f  you have any 
doubts about th e  reliab ility  of your hen , give 
h e r two or th ree  ch ina  or wooden nest-eggs 
to  practice upon u n til she settles down to 
business. I f  you w ant to set your hen  in  « 
strange place, have your nest ready , get youi 
h en  a fter dark , avoid frigh ten ing  her, lacep 
her carefully on th e  nest, fasten  ab o ard  over 
th e  fron t of th e  n est, leaving only a crack for 
v en tila tion , and  do no t rem ove the  board u n til 
a fter dark  th e  nex t n igh t. I n  n ine  caseb out 
of every ten  th e  hen  will come off in  the  
m orning , eat h e r breakfast, an d  go back to 
her n e s t ; bu t you m ust be on th e  lookout for 
h e r soon afte r daylight, and  if she does no t go 
back to h e r nest, p u t h e r back gently , and  
fasten  h e r for ano ther day. Keep corn, w ater, 
g ravel and  charcoal, and  a d u st box where 
your setting  hens  can help  them selves. A fter

th e  eggs have been set on a  few days th e  eggs 
th a t  h ave been im pregnated  can readily  be 
detected  by  testing  th em  w ith  an  egg- 
te ste r . I f  th e  eggs a re  white-shelled they 

I can  be assorted by th e  fo u rth  day, b u t w ith 
i dark-shelled  eggs, i t  is  be tte r to  w ait un til 

th e  e igh th  day. T h e  non  fertile  eggs will 
p re sen t a clear, unclouded appearance, 

) while a  dark  spot, w ith sm all red  veins rad ia t- 
! ing  from  it, can  be d istinc tly  seen in  th e  fe r

tile eggs.
T h e  advantages to  be derived from  assorting 

eggs d u rin g  incubation  are obvious. I f  th ree  
o r four hens  are set a t  th e  sam e tim e , i t  quite  
frequen tly  h appens  th a t  a fte r th e  non-fertile 
eggs have been tak en  from  th e  nest, two of 
th e  h en s  can accom m odate all th e  eggs th a t 
contain a living germ , and  in  th a t  case th e  
o th e r hens can be set again  w ith  a  fresh  lot 
of eggs. In  th e  earlie r p a rt of th e  season, 
w hen setting  hens are scarce, I  find th is  a 
g reat advantage. T he c lear eggs, if taken  
from  the  n est before th e  n in th  day, can be 
boiled and  used for chicken food.

Do n o t im agine th a t  han d lin g  eggs du ring  
incubation  will p rev en t h a tch ing . W ith  care 
th e  eggs m ay be hand led  every day, and  no t 
th e  slig h test h a rm  re su lt therefrom . Should 
any  of th e  eggs get broken in  the  n e st, wash 
th e  rem ain ing  eggs in  w arm  w ater, and  clean 
out th e  n est, for an  egg th a t  is daubed w ith  
th e  con ten ts  of an o th e r egg will n o t ha tch . 
D uring  the  la s t week of incubation  th e  eggs 
should be sprinkled  every o th e r day w ith  
w arm  w ater.

E D I S O N .

H e  S t i l l  H a n  P e r f e c t  F a i t h  in  H im s e l f — 
H i s  P la n s  fo r  L ig h t in g  N e w  Y o r k .

(P h ilad e lp h ia  Record.)

M r. E d ison  s a y s : “ My experim ents have 
been crowned w ith perfect success, and  th e  
com m ercial value of th e  electric ligh t for 
illum inating  e ith e r s tree ts  or dw ellings is 
established beyond question .” T he  difficulty 
a t first experienced in  th e  break ing  of the 
lam ps, caused by th e  expansion  of th e  wires, 
has nearly , if n o t en tire ly , been overcome. 
In  h is  laboratory  a re  lam ps w hich have been 
bu rn ing  constan tly  for upw ard  of a m on th  
w ithout the  least sign of in te rru p tio n  of any 
k ind , and  he says th a t h e  sees no reason  why 
they  should n o t con tinue in  th e ir  p resen t per
fect condition ad in finitum . Besides tw enty 
lam ps used  for ligh ting  th e  streets  a t  Menlo 
P ark , every n ig h t th e re  are sixty lam ps placed 
in  d ifferent houses, w hich fu rn ish  th e  only 
ligh t for illum inating  th e  residences. Mr. 
Ed ison  is now  preparing  th e  ground for lay 
ing th e  foundation  for th ree  new build ings in 
connection w ith those  now in  use. One of 
these  will con tain  dynam os for ligh ting  the  
Park , his in ten tio n  being to  erect, as soon as 
possible, 700 add itional lam ps in  the  Park 
A nother building, 25 by 100 feet and  two 
stories in  he igh t, will be devoted to  th e  m an u 
facture of his lam ps. T he th ird  build ing  will 
be constructed  of iron , 25 by 34 feet and  one 
story  in  heigh t, and will be used for m aking 
th e  horseshoe carbons. T he  carbons and  
lam ps are th e  only articles in  connection with 
th e  electric ligh t w hich will be m anufactured 
a t M enlo P a r k ; th e  dynam os w ill be m ade at 
Newark.

M r. E d ison  h as  already tak en  steps toward 
establish ing  cen tra l sta tions in  New York 
City, and  has perfected h is  p lans for d istric t 
ing th e  city , each d is tric t con tain ing  from 
twenty-five to th irty -tw o  s ta tio n s. E ach  s ta 
tion  will be supplied w ith  five H olly engines 
of irom  250 to  300 horse-pow er. F o u r of these 
engines will be in  c o n stan t use, th e  fifth  to 
be reserved for use in  th e  event of an  acci
dent to any  of th e  o thers . E ach  s tation  will 
occupy a  space of 50 by 100 feet. H is can 
vassers in  th a t  v ic in ity  of New York know n 
as N ew spaper Row, fron ting  th e  City H all, 
have nearly  com pleted th e ir  work of ascer
ta in in g  th e  num ber of b u rn e rs  in  each 
build ing  in  th e  proposed s ta tion , th e  num ber 
of hou rs  th a t  gas is used, and  th e  am oun t 
consum ed.

“  I t  is a s ton ish ing ,” observed E dison, w ith 
a  significant sm ile, “  w ith  w hat cheerfulness 
the  people give th e  in form ation  desired, and 
how ready  they  are  to  extend every courtesy 
to our canvassers w hen i t  is  ascertained w hat 
they  w ant th e  inform ation  for. I  guess 
th e re  are a g rea t m any people in  P h ilade l
ph ia  who feel the  sam e way tow ard  your Gas 
T ru s t.”

I t  is  th e  purpose of th e  E lec trica l L ig h t 
Com pany to  sell th e  franch ise  of large cities 
absolutely. In  reply to th e  inqu iry  : “ Do 
you know  how m uch capital will be required 
to p u t a s ta tio n  in to  practical operation ?” 
Mr. E d ison  answ ered, “ Yes, I  know to a  frac 
tion, bu t I  am  no t a t liberty  to s ta te  th e  
figures. I  will say th is , however, th a t i t  will 
cost four tim es less th a n  i t  would to  fu rn ish  
th e  sam e illum inating  power in  g as.”

“ I a m  bound to  wipe every gas com pany 
in  existence from  the face of th e  earth . I  will 
do th is  by supplying lig h t a t  a  figure which 
no gas com pany can touch and  live,”  he sa id ; 
“ the  least figure for which gas can be m a n u 
factured  is $1 per 1,000 feet ; of course, they  
will a tte m p t to  p u t it below th is  figure, but 
i t  will be useless to  com pete w ith th e  electric 
lig h t. T he electric ligh t I  can fu rn ish  a t  a 
ra te  equal to  50 cen ts  p e r 1 000 feet of gas 
and  m ake a  m agnificent profit. B esides su p 
plying ligh t a t n ig h t, I  have an o th e r a dvan 
tage over gas com panies. I  can  supply  m o
tive power in  th e  day tim e. T h e  sam e m a
ch inery  and  apparatu s w hich I  use for lig h t
ing  purposes a t n ig h t I  can u tilize  for h o is t
in g  e levators, ru n n in g  la thes  and  sewing 
m achines, pum ping  \*ater, and , in  sho rt, for 
any  purposes in  w hich m otive power is r e 
quired . In  one block in  New York m y c an 
vassers found where fifty-horse power could be 
divided am ong tw enty-eight sm all firm s, and  
th a t  is th ree-fourths of th e  ligh ting  power. 
In  o ther words, if seventy-five horse-pow er is 
requ ired  for lighting  a certa in  locality  a t n igh t 
and  if I  can  use fifty horse-pow er of th is  in 
the  daytim e, I  have saved th ree-fou rth s of 
m y power for ligh ting  purposes. T he p e r
centage of power required  for ligh ting  is one 
horse to  every e ight ligh ts . T he power 
requ ired  for ru n n in g  a sewing m achine, 
for instance, is equal to bu rn ing  one lam p .”

Mr. E dison says the  g rea t item  of im por
tance  to be secured in  connection w ith h is  
electric  ligh t is cheap steam  engineering. A 
pre tty  correct idea of th e  relative value which 
he  places on h is  lam p m ay  be gained from  h is  
own division of th e  relative value of th e  com
ponen t pa rts  of the  en tire  system . H e says : 
“  S team  engineering  form s 75 per cen t of the  
electric ligh t, 20 per cen t is in  th e  system  i t 
self, 4 per cent is in  the  dynam os, and  1 per 
cent in  th e  lam ps ; and yet they  a re  howling 
abou t th e  lam ps as if they  were th e  item  of 
grea test im portance, w hen, in  fact, th ey  are 
th e  le a s t.”

An article clipped from  a P h ilade lph ia  pa 
per was shown to  Mr. E d ison , in  w hich the  
s ta tem en t appears th a t  i t  has been “ proved 
th a t  h is  lam ps were invented  twenty-five 
years ago in  F rance  ; fu rther, th a t  h is  ad 
m irers  urge th a t  th e  generator and  th e  d iv is
ion of th e  cu rren t are th e  real triu m p h s  of 
th e  inven tion , and  th a t  these  are h is  in v en 
t i o n . T h e n  th e  announcem ent is m ade th a t 
h is  generator is “ borrow ed,” and  th a t  Dr. 
Siem ens divided th e  electric cu rren t long 
ago, and pu t h is  inven tion  to th e  practical 
te s t of ligh ting  th e  Im perial Arcades in  B er
lin .

“  I t  is  s tran g e ,” said th e  w izard, w ith a 
d isdainfu l sm ile, “ how these  false reports  
creep in to  the  new spapers. L e t a  m an get up  
a  phonograph or som ething which, in  fact, is 
a m ere  toy, and  has no com m ercial value, and 
there  will never arise so m uch a s  a  brea th  of 
dispu te  a s  to th e  righ tfu l c la im  of th e  inven

tion  ; bu t th e  m om ent he  h as  perfected som e
th in g  of com m ercial value, som eth ing  th a t  
will conflict w ith  th e  in te re s ts  of long-estab
lished m onop)lies, and  th en  there  is  a  general 
ru sh  to endeavor to  pu ll h im  down, and  to 
show th a t, a fte r all, he  h a s  accom plished 
no th ing . T he  idea of electric ligh ts  in  F rance  
twenty-five years ago was on ly  a  theory . 
W hen  an  inven to r gets a  p a ten t from  th e  
P a te n t Office it is  a contract between h im self 
and  th e  public for fu rn ish ing  som ething  p rac
tical, n o t for a m ere theory ; and  i t  is sim ply 
absurd  to  asse rt th a t any one else h a s  ever 
pu t to  p ractical te st the  use of th e  electric 
lig h t as you see i t  illu stra ted  here. To say 
th a t  m y generator is ‘borrowed’ is unquali
fiedly false, and, so far as the  sta tem en t is  
concerned th a t  D r. S iem ens divides the  elec
tric  cu rren t in  ligh ting  th e  Im perial Arcades 
in B erlin , why, he divides it in th e  sam e m an 
n e r th a t  Jo h n  W anam aker divides the  elec
tric  ligh ts  in  h is  store. H e can divide them  
in to  groups of twelve or fifteen, and  no more. 
B u t a system  th a t  canno t divide and sub
divide from  one lam p to  a  m illion of lam ps 
is s im ply im perfect. W ith  m y elec
tric  ligh t I  can  cu t o u t any one 
or m ore  lam ps from  100,000 lamps, 
and  can  ligh t and  extinguish  all of them  at 
once. I  can stand  by the  sw itchboard in  my 
laboratory and  extinguish  any  one or all of 
the ligh ts  in  th e  park  or in  th e  houses 
illum inated  from  my laboratory . Siem ens 
cannot do th is, and  never professed to. Now, 
in  re la tion  to  th e  generator : Of course, F a r 
aday was th e  original inven to r of th e  gen
e ra to r, b u t generators are like sew ing-m a
ch in es,—they are of m any different k inds. 
My m achine will afford 40 per cent, m ore of 
electricity th a n  any  o ther m achine ever m ade. 
W hat I  m ean is th e  am oun t of e lectricity  you 
actually  get in to  th e  lam ps.”

In  resj onse to th e  inqu iry  as to the  da te  
when h e  would be able to  open h is  first cen
tra l s ta tion  in New York, Mr. E d ison  said he 
could n o t fix a  defin ite tim e. H is lam p, he 
claim s, is perfected ; but, before s ta rtin g  
w ith i t  in  New York, he  will te s t an en tire  
s tation  by  constructing  a t Menlo P a rk  a  fac
sim ile of th e  first s ta tion  to be opened in  New 
York. So careful is he  in  h is  experim ents 
th a t  th e  m easurem ent of every belt, th e  d is
tances between pulleys, tlie e levation of m a 
chinery , and  every m inu te  detail connected 
w ith  h is  electric ligh ts  will first be tested  
a t M enlo P ark , and  then  rem oved to  New 
York and  placed in  exactly the  sam e position 
there .

T ak ing  down a  book con ta in ing  over 300 
pages. Mr. E d ison  rem arked : “  T here  is a 
book on the  use of belting, in  which are  the  
opinions of over 100 m aster-m echanics, and  
no two of them  are  alike. W hat am  I  to do ? 
W hy, I  m ust find ou t for m yself before I  ru n  
the  risk  of p u ttin g  up  m y a pparatu s  in  New 
York. In  less th a n  a  year we will have th e  
electric ligh t in  successful operation  in  New 
York, and  th e n  gas m onopolies will be a 
th in g  of th e  past.

V I C T O R I A  O N  H E R  T H R O N E .

A  P e n  P ic t u r e  o f B ier  M a je s ty  a s  g l i e  A p
p e a r e d  a t  t lie  O p e n in g  o f  P a r l ia m e n t .
H er M ajesty acknowledges th e  grave greet

ing  of h e r lieges by scarcely m ore th a n  a 
glance of th e  eye. T h e  head  ben t slightly, 
pe rh ap s,b u t I  am  n o t su re . She, too, walks 
slowly ; there  is no vulgar h u rry  abou t any 
p a rt of th e  business. As she rounds th e  
corner of th e  dais, h e r  face is tu rn e d  fu ll 
tow ards our gallery. I t  is  the  business of 
courtiers to say th a t th e  Q ueen looks always 
well. F o r m y p a rt, I  th o u g h t she liad grown 
gray since la s t I  saw h e r,an d  th a t th e  lines of 
th e  tem ples and  abou t tlie  m outh  were cut 
deeper th a n  ever. I t  car. never have been m ore 
th a n  a  comely face, and  th e re  is no th ing , 
stric tly  speaking, in  its  contour, aud no th ing  
in th e  figure, which can be called beautifu l or 
noble. W hat s trikes you, nevertheless, is  th e  
a ir of au tho rity  and  'the  a ir of s tern  sincerity  
which sits upon th is  royal brow and  m arks the 
least g estu re  o f th e  Queen. T he sadness of 
th e  face is profoundly touching  ; th e  dignity  
w ith  w hich th e  b u rd en —th e  all bu t in to le r
able burden  of h e r life —is borne,.appeals  to  
your respect. She is here, they  say, to 'ln a rF  
once m ore h e r sym pathy  w ith th e  F ir s t  M in
ister of th e  Crown ; and  w ith the  p a rty  which, 
u n d er h is  guidance, h a s  been leading th is  
coun try  so s trange  a  dance for these  years 
past. B u t politics a re  forgotten in  such  a 
p resence  ; and  any critic ism  one h a s  to 
offer is p u t decently  aside so long as th e  
woman and  th e  Q ueen is here.

W hen she had  seated  herself upon th e  
robes spread  over th e  th ro n e— which she 
m igh t have w orn, one would th in k — there  is 
again a  pause, a lm ost solem n, and  th e re  is 
tim e to observe th e  gown w hich th e  M ajesty 
of E n g land  has on. The M ajesty and  the 
B eauty of E n g lan d  are face to face, for the  
P rincess sits  nearly  opposite ; and  as th e  
Princess is perhaps the  best dressed wom an 
in th e  room , so is th e  Queen alm ost the  
worst. H er sown is of velvet, w ith  broad 
longitudinal s treaks of m iniver o r erm ine 
ru n n in g  down the  sk irt an d  horizon ta l tr im 
m ings to m atch abou t th e  body. B ut you 
need no t stop to look a t  it ; th e  K oh-i-noor 
grows in  her corsage, and  a m in ia tu re  crown 
of diam onds shines above th e  stony head. 
T h e  P rincess B eatrice, in  blue velvet, stands 
by h e r  m o the r’s side, w ith  traces of the  
wom anly a ttrac tiveness w hich belongs to h e r 
s iste r Louise, now reigning over th e  h ea rts  
of our C anadian  friends. T here  was-some 
m aneuvering  w ith footstools and arrangem en t 
of tra in s , and  th e  Q ueen’s veil had  to be ex
trica ted  from  th e  ne tted  work of tlie  th rone . 
T hen the  Queen said, “ P ray , be seated ,” and 
once m ore cam e silence.— [Sm alley , in  New  
York Tribune.

H O  F I S H E S  A l M I I i i J  P R E T T Y  
w o m e n .

In  a  paper by Mr. F araday , a  m em ber of th e  
M anchester, E n g ., A nglers’ Association, the 
au th o r tries to prove th a t som e little  fishes are 
adm irers of h u m an  fem ale beauty.

‘I t  was th e  b lennies who m anifested  th a t  
appreciation  of fem inine beauty to w hich I  
have alluded. T hey were generally  indiffer
en t to th e  presence of spectators. On th e  oc
casion in  question  I  had  the  h o ro ro f conduct
ing  a  nu m b er of young ladies, pupils from  one 
of our principal schools, round  th e  exhibition. 
I t  is  necessary to say th a t  th e  young ladies 
were m erging in to  w om anhood and  w here ex
ceedingly good-looking. No sooner had  we 
arrived before th e  b lenny tan k  th a n  one of the  
fish, happen ing  to  tu rn  his head , caugh t s igh t 
of th e  u n u su al spectacle and  in s tan tly  ru shed  
to  the  fron t. O ther b lennies, a ttra c ted  by h is  
sudden m ovem ent, tu rn ed  round  and  followed, 
and  speedily every b lenny in  th e  ta n k  (there 
were som e hundreds in  all) was pressing  h is  
nose again st th e  glass, and  a  row of gleam ing 
eyes was seen, expressing such in tense  and 
unm istakable  adm iration  and  am azem ent th a t 
some of my fair com panions actually  b lu sh ed . ”

—Sir H enry  Selwin Ibbe tson  has ju s t had , 
ccording to  th e  E n g lish  Country Gentleman , 
a  couple of very curious experiences in fox 
h un ting . U pon th e  hounds being put in  a 
covert close by  h is  house, where the  m eethad 
previously b reakfasted , a fox was found and 
alm ost im m ediate ly  lost. To everybody p re 
sen t th e  d isappearance seem ed so m ysterious 
th a t a  m ore th a n  ord inarily  careful search  
followed, w hen one of th e  field espied the  c rea
tu re  ly ing  along th e  b ranch  of one of th e  trees 
in  S ir H enry ’s fernery, forty feet above th e  
ground. S tranger still, ano ther fox was 
directly  afterw ards seen sim ilarly  lodged on 
ano ther b ranch  of the  sam e tree. W ith  the  
aid of a long ladder and a nole th e  verm in  
were dislodged, and after a sh arp  ru n ,o n e  was 
killed. B u t th e  day’s adven tu res for th e  
F inancia l Secretary were n o t yet concluded. 
A nother fox was presently  s ta rted  from  th e  
gorse and kept the  hounds going for a n  h o u r 
and ten  m inutes, being pulled  down inside  a 
cottage. T he  paper w hich chronicles these  
occurrences very properly allows th em  as both  
ra re  and  notable.

U se E d iso n ’s B elts for F em ale  W eakness 
fhey assist n a tu re  to overcom e disease.

F or R heum atism  an d  N ervousness use 
E d ito n ’s E lec tric  B elts. T hey  act upon the  
nervous system .


