
T I I E  F A  ITIO U S  B E L L H  O F  L i l l i -  
E B 1 C K .

They aro said to havo been cast by an Italian  
for a  convent close by h is home,in th esunny  land 
of liis birtb . In  tho wars between tho Ita lians 
and  Spaniards, tb e  b e -1 founder bad  tho misfor­
tune  to lose h is sons, who joined the  arm y ot 
Ita ly , and, having no o ther children, enjoyed, as 
th e  solace of h is woes, the  sweet tones of the  
bells. During a  prolonged absence from his na 
tive village, the convent had  been p lundered and 
despoiled of its bells. This severed the  tie  which 
bound the  ©Id m an to  his home beneath  the Ap- 
pennines. He resolved to search the  wide world 
over in hopes of hearing tbe ir sound once again. 
L e t the  graceful lines of Dennis Florence Mc­
C arthy te ll w hat chanced :
A bark bound for E rin  lay waiting ; he enter’d 

like one in ajdream,
F a ir winds in the  full purple sails led him  soon 

to tho Shannon’s broad stream.

Borne on the  current, the  vessel glides sm oothly 
bu t swiftly away,

By Carrigaholt, and by m any a  green sloping 
headland and bay,

’Twixt Craloe’s blue* hills and green woods, and 
th e  soft sunny shores of Tervoe,

And now th e  fair c ity of Limerick spread out on 
th e  oroadbanks below.

Still nearer and nearer approaching, the  m ariner a 
look o’er the  town,

The old m an sees naught b u t St. M ary’s square 
towers, w ith the  ba ttlem ents brown ;

He listens—as yet all is silent, but now w ith  a 
sudden surprise,

A rich peal of melody rings from th a t  tower 
through the  c h a r , sunny skies.

One note is enough; his oyes moisten, his heart 
long so w ither'd, outswells :

He has found them —the  sons of his labor—his 
musical, m agical bells.

At each stroke all the  b right p ast returneth , 
around him  the  sweet Arno shines ;

His children, his darling Francesca, his purplo 
clad trellis of vines.

Leaning forward he listens, he gazes, he hoars in 
th a t  wonderful strain  

The long silent voices th a t  m urm ur, “ Oh, leave 
us not, father, agaiu.”

’Tis grante 4, he smiles, his eye closes, tho  breath  
from his w hite lips h a th  tied,

The fa ther h a th  gone to  his children, th e  old 
cam penero ia dead.________________________

K IT  CHE JN ECONOM Y.

A B atch  of U sefu l R eceipes.
C o f f e e  acts  upon th e  b ra in  as a stim u lan t, 

inc iting  it to increased  activ ity  and  producing  
sleeplessness ; hence it is of g rea t value as an  
an tido te  to  narcotic  poison. Coffee, un like  
tea , does n o t increase th e  vaporizing  action of 
th e  sk in , b u t decreases it, and  therefore  dries 
th e  sk in . I t  increases the  action of th e  h ea rt 
and  th e  fu llness of th e  pulse, and  excites the  
m ucous m em branes. I t  is m ore fitted  th a n  
tea  for th e  poor and  feeble. I t  is also m ore 
fitted  for b reakfast, inasm uch  as th e  skin is 
active and  th e  h e a r t’s action feeble ; w hilst in  
good h e a lth  a n d  w ith  sufficient food i t  is  no t 
needful a fte r d in n e r ; b u t if d ran k  should  be 
tak en  soon after th e  m eal. T here  is probably 
n o t tb e  sam e degree of reaction  a fte r d rink ing  
strong  coffee as follows strong  te a , and none 
of th ese  effects m ay be m arked  if th e  infusion  
be very weak.

C h ic k e n  S alad .— T he m ea t of a  cold boiled 
chicken, th ree -fou rth s  of th e  am o u n t of m eat 
of chopped celery, two hard-boiled  eggs, one 
raw  egg well beaten , one teaspoonfu l of m ade 
m u sta rd , one teaspoonful of salt, one of pep­
per, one tab lespoonful of m elted  b u tte r  or 
salad  oil, or m ixed if you p refer, one table- 
Bpoonful of w hite sugar, and  one-half cup of 
nice  vinegar. S hred  th e  m eat well, n o t chop 
it ,  cu t th e  celery in  sm all pieces, m ix  them  
well, and  th en  prepare  th e  dressing . R ub the  
yolks sm oothly, add th e  seasoning , th e n  the  
oil, beating  h a rd  and  p u ttin g  in  b u t a  little  a t 
a  tim e. T h en  add th e  raw  egg beaten  to  a 
fro th , and  pour in  the  v inegar slowly, beating  
well as you do it .  P our th is  over th e  m eat 
and  celery, tossing  ligh tly  so th a t  i t  will be­
come sa tu rated , tu rn  in to  a  salad d ish  and  
set in  a  cool place. W hen  ready to  serve g a r­
n ish  w ith  hard-boiled eggs cu t in  rings , and  
sprays of bleached celery. I f  you do n o t have 
celery, crisp w hite cabbage is a  nice  su b sti­
tu te , using  celery sa lt o r celery vinegar.

T u r k ish  S o u p .— T his soup owes its  in tro ­
duction  in to  th is  coun try  to  M iss D od. In  one 
of h e r  cooking lectu res she took a q u a rt of 
second stock, th e  b ro th  w hich comes of th e  
second boiling for abou t five ho u rs , of soup 
jo in ts , a n d  rem oved th e  grease from  th e  su r­
face w ith  a piece of paper. S he n ex t took 
h a lf a  teacupful of raw  rice, and  afte r w ashing 
i t  in  cold w ater placed i t  in  a  saucepan, 
pou ring  over i t  th e  second stock, and  allowed 
th is  to  boil for tw en ty  m inu tes . A t th e  end 
of th a t  tim e th e  soup is passed th ro u g h  a 
coarse wire sieve, an d  th e n  re tu rn ed  to th e  
saucepan, being  s tirred  well t s  p reven t lum ps. 
T he yolks of tw o eggs a re  n e x t placed in  a 
bowl, to  w hich are  added two tablesp-»onfuls 
of m ilk  or cream , w ith  a  little  pepper and  
salt, and  th is  is well m ixed to g e th e r—not 
beaten . To th is  a  spoonful of th e  stock and 
rice is added, so as to  p reven t curdling , and 
i t  is  th e n  poured  in to  th e  saucepan. The 
whole is placed on th e  firo for a few m inu tes, 
b u t no t allowed to boil, a fte r w hich i t  is  ready 
for serving.

C o l o r in g  B u t t e r .—N otw ith stand ing  a ll 
th a t  is said a n d  w ritten  against th e  practice 
of coloring b u tte r, th e re  a re  very few who 
p refer i t  w hite. W ith  th e  g rea test care my 
w in ter b u tte r  will be light-colored, and  I  use 
carro ts  to give i t  a golden tin t, though , of course 
i t  will no t be gilt-edged. I  scrape o r g ra te  a 
c arro t p ress ou t th e  ju ice  and  tu rn  i t  over 
th e  sa lt before i t  is  worked in to  th e  bu tte r. 
I f  one w ishes to  use an n atto  I  th in k  th e  
easiest way is as follows : T ie  th e  an n atto
in  a  th in  c lo th  and  dam pen  ; have ready  a 
q u a n tity  of sa lt (the q u a n tity  m u s t depend on 
th e  qua lity  of b u tte r  m ade, b u t enough m ust 
be  prepared  to  la s t som e little  tim e), squeeze 
th e  softened an n a tto  over i t  in  drops, dam pen 
and  squeeze again. T h e  sa lt should be mixed 
and  m ore color added u n til i t  is  sufficient to 
m ake th e  b u tte r  as  nearly  as possible the  de­
s ired  color.

O y ste r  F r it t e r s .— D rain  th e  liquor from 
th e  oysters. T h en  take  one cup of the  liquor, 
one cup of m ilk, th re e  eggs, a little  sa lt and  
flour enough to m ake a  th in  b a tte r. Mix all 
toge ther and  s tir  th e  oysters in  th e  ba tte r. 
H ave  h o t iu  a  frying pan  la rd  abou t th e  sam e 
q u an tity  as for doughnuts . D rop the  oyster 
b a tte r  in , a  spoonful iu  a  place, and  when 
cooked to  a  ligh t brow n take th em  from  the  
fa t and  lay them  upon a p la tte r covered with 
a  n apk in  to absorb th e  fa t from  th em . Serve 
while hot.

H ard G in g e r b r e a d .— T hree  fo u rth s  of a 
cup of b u tte r  or m ea t drippings, one cup of 
m olasses, one cup of brow n sugar, th re e - 
fo u rth  of a  cup of h o t w ater, in  w hich dissolve 
a  piece of a lum  th e  size of a  h aze lnu t, 
one tab lespoonful of salt one tablespoonful 
of ginger, one dessert spoonful of soda 
m ixed in  th e  cup of m olasses. Mix 
th e  ing red ien ts  and  add flour sufficient to 
m ake a  soft dough. R oll o n t and  cu t in  
sq u are  cakes or cards and  w ith th e  back of a 
knife  m ark  i t  in  s trip s  across th e  top  of the  
oaf.

M a r b l e  Ca k e .— D ark  k ind  ; yolks of four 
eggs, one cup of brow n sugar, one ha lf cup of 
m olasses, one-half cup of b u tte r, two and  one- 
h a lf cups of flour, one-half teaspoon of soda, 
one-half teaspoon of cream  ta r ta r , two te a ­
spoons of cloves, two teaspoons of cinnam on, 
two teaspoons of allspice, two teaspoons of 
n u tm eg . L ig h t k ind  ; w hites of four eggs, 
one cup of w hite sugar, one-half cuy of butter, 
o n e -th ird  cup of sour cream , two cups of flour, 
one-half teaspoon of soda, one teaspoon of 
cream  ta r ta r ,  two teaspoons of ex trac t of 
lem on.

C orn B r e a d .— Wo had  a  splendid  loaf of 
corn b read for d in n e r yesterday, and  w hen I  
asked m y hostess how it  was m ade she replied: 
“ E asy  as possible. I  take  th ree  cupfuls of 
sweet m ilk  and  one of sour ; th ree  of m eal and 
one of flour. T he  ru le  is, one cupful of sour 
m ilk , one cupful of m olasses, two cupfuls of 
sweet m ilk , th ree  cupfuls of corn m eal, one 
cupfu l of flour, one teaspoonful of saleratus, 
and  one teaspoonful of salt. T u rn  in to  a 
b u tte red  b asin , steam  th ree  hours and  bake 
one h ou r in  a  m oderate oven.”

S ou p P o w d e r .— T wo ounces of parsley , two 
ounces of sum m er savory, two ounces of sweet 
m a jo rum , an d  tw o ounces of thym e, one 
ounce of lem on peel, one ounce of sweet basil, 
-dry, pound and  sift, and  keep tigh tly  corked 
in  a can or bo ttle . Add these  flavors to your 
soup  no t so as to  be strong, b u t quite  delicate. 
T h e  excellence of F ren ch  soups is th e  com bi­
n a tio n  of flavor, all so delicate th a t  no  one is 
allow ed to  predom inate .

Cream P ie  Crust.— Can  p ie-crust be m ade

w ithou t la rd  ? A corresponden t says, th is  is 
m y way : T ake th ick  cream , chop in  quickly
w ith  a  knife , or edge of a  spoon, in  an  earth en  
bowl, flour till th ick  enough to ro ll, w ithou t 
s tick ing  to th e  board. Do n o t touch  i t  w ith  
th e  hands  auy  m ore th a n  you would lard  
crust- Roll th in —m ake as any  pie. B ake a 
little  m ore carefully , as i t  b u rn s  easie r th a n  
la rd  crust* A teacupfu l of cream  will m ake 
crus t enough for th ree  sm all pies.

H u l l e d  Co r n .— T he w hite, yellow or sweet 
co rn  m ay be  used . Soak th e  corn  over n ig h t 
in  w arm  w ater, an d  in  th e  m orn ing  p u t i t  in  
an  iron  k e ttle  w ith  w ater enough to  cover it. 
T o each q u a rt of corn  p u t in  a  generous tea ­
spoonful of soda or sa le ra tu s , an d  boil u n til 
th e  h u lls  come off readily ; th en  w ash in 
several clean w aters, and  after it is  thoroughly  
w ashed p u t i t  on  to  boil again in  clean w ater. 
Boil u n til ten d e r an d  th e n  sa lt it. T u rn  in to  
a  sieve and  d ra in  thorough ly .

S oft Ca k e .— One egg, one cup of sugar, one- 
ha lf cup of sweet m ilk , one an d  one-half cups 
of flour, one-th ird  cup of b u tte r, one and one- 
half teaspoons of baking  powder.

S O M E  U I K  F IG U K S E S .

% T h in g  o r  T w o  S h o w in g  W h a t  A  B i l ­
l io n  I n.

(From th e  London Tim es.)
To th e  E d ito r of th e  Times :—I t  would be 

in te resting  to  know how m any  of your re a d ­
ers have b rough t fu lly  hom e to  th e ir  in n e r 
consciousness th e  real significance of th a t  
little  word “ b illion” w hich we have seen of 
la te  so gibly used  in  your colum ns. Thero 
are, doubtless, m any  tho u san d s who can no t 
appreciate  its  tru e  w orth even w hen reduced to 
fragm en ts  for m ore easy assim ila tion . 
I ts  arithm etica l sym bol is sim ple and  w ithout 
m uch pretension  ; th e re  a re  no  la rge  figures 
—ju s t  a  m odest 1 followed by a  dozen ciphers 
and  th a t  is all.

L e t us briefly take  a  glance a t i t  as  a  m eas­
u re  of tim e, d istance , an d  w eight. As a  m eas­
ure  of tim e I  would take  ono second as th e  
u n it, an d  carry  m yself in  th o u g h t th rough  th e  
lapse of ages back to  tho  firs t day of th e  
year 1 of our era , rem em bering  th a t  in  all 
those  years, we have 365 days, and  in  every 
day ju s t 86,400 seconds of tim e . H ence, in 
re tu rn in g  in  th o u g h t back again  to  th is  year 
of grace 1880, one m igh t have supposed th a t 
a  b illion of seconds had  long since elapsed ; 
b u t th is , is  no t so. W e have n o t even passed 
l-1 6 th  of th a t  n u m b e r in  all these  long even t­
ful years, for i t  takes ju s t 31,687 years, 17 
days, 22 hours, 45 m inu tes and  5 seconds to 
constitu te  a  billion of seconds of tim e.

I t  is no  easy m a tte r to  bring  under th e  
cognizance of the  h u m an  eye a  billion objects 
of any  k ind . L e t u s try  in  im agina tion  to 
a rrange th is  nu m b er for inspection , and  for 
th is  purpose I  would select a  sovereign as a 
fam iliar object. L e t u s p u t one on the  
ground  and  pile on i t  as m any  as will reach  
20 feet in  h e ig h t ; th e n  let u s place num bers 
of sim ilar colum ns in  close contact, form ing 
a s tra ig h t line, and  m aking a  sort of wall 20 
feet h ig h , show ing only th e  th in  edges of the  
coin. Im ag ine  two such walls ru n n in g  p a ra l­
lel to  each  o ther, and  form ing, as it were, a 
long street. W e m ust th e n  keep on ex ten d ­
ing  these  walls for m iles—nay, hu n d red s  of 
m iles, and  s till we will be fa r sh o rt of th e  re ­
qu ired  n um ber. A nd i t  is  n o t u n til we have 
extended ou r im ag inary  s tre e t to  a d istance 
of 2,386£ m iles th a t  we shall have 
p resen ted  for in spection  o u r one b illion of 
coins.

O r in  lieu of th is  a rran g em en t we m ay  place 
th em  fla t upon  th e  g round, form ing ono con­
tinuous line like a  golden chain , w ith every 
link  in  close contact. B u t to do th is  we m u st 
pass over land  an d  sea, m o u n ta in  and valley, 
desert and  p la in , crossing  th e  equato r, and  
re tu rn in g  a ro u n d  th e  sou th ern  hem isphere  
th ro u g h  th e  track less ocean, re trace  ou r way 
again  across th e  equator, th e n  s till on and  on 
u n til  we again  a rrive  a t ou r s ta r tiu g  po in t ; 
an d  w hen we have th u s  passed a  golden chain  
a round  th e  huge bu lk  of th e  e a r th , we shall 
be b u t a t th e  beginning  of ou r ta sk . W e 
m ust drag  th is  im ag inary  chain  no less th a n  
763 tim es rou n d  th e  globe. I f  we can fu rth e r 
im agine these  rows of links  la id  closely side 
by side an d  every one in  con tact w ith  its  
neighbor, we shall have form ed a  golden band 
around  th e  globe ju s t 52 feet 6 inches wide, 
and  th is  will rep resen t ou r 1 ,000,000,000,000 
of coin. Such a  chain , if laid in  a  s tra ig h t 
line , would reach  a  frac tion  over 18,328,445 
m iles, th e  w eight of w hich, if estim ated  a t £ 
oz. each  sovereign, would be 6,975,447 tons, 
and  would requ ire  for th e ir  tran sp o rt no  less 
th a n  2,325 sh ips, each w ith  a  full cargo 
of 3,000 tons. E ven  th e n  th e re  would be a 
residue of 447 tons, rep resen ting  64,081,920 
sovereigns.

F o r a  m easure of h e ig h t le t u s  take  a  m uch 
sm aller u n it as ou r m easuring  rod. T he  th in  
shee ts  of paper on  w hich these  lines are 
p rin ted , if laid  ©ut fla t and  firm ly pressed  to ­
ge ther as in  a  well bound  book, would rep re ­
sen t a m easure  of about 1-333 of an  inch  in 
th ickness. L e t u s see how high  a  dense pile 
form ed by a billion of th ese  th in  paper leaves 
would reach . W e m ust, in  im agination  pile 
th em  vertically  upw ard, by degrees reaching  
to  th e  he ig h t of ou r ta lle st sp ires ; and  p ass­
ing  these , th e  p ile  m u s t s till go h igher, to p ­
ping  th e  A lps and  th e  A ndes and  th e  h ighest 
peaks of th e  H im alayas, an d  shooting  up 
from  thence th ro u g h  th e  fleecy clouds, pass 
beyond th e  confines of ou r a tten u a ted  a t­
m osphere and  leap up  in to  th e  blue e th e r 
w ith w hich th e  un iverse  is filled, s tand ing  
proudly  up  far beyond the  reach  of a ll te rre s ­
tria l th in g s  ; s till pile on your thousands and 
m illions of th in  leaves, for we are only begin­
ning  to  rea r th e  m igh ty  m ass. Add m illions 
on  m illions of sheets and  thousands of m iles 
on these , an d  s till th e  n u m b er will lack its 
due am ount. L e t us pause  to look a t th e  
nea t ploughed edges of th e  book before us. 
See how closely lie those th in  flakes of paper, 
how m any  th e re  a re  in  th e  m ere w idth  of a 
span, and  th e n  tu rn  ou r eyes in  im agination  
upw ards to our m igh ty  colum n of accum u­
la ted  sheets. I t  now con ta ins its  appointed 
num ber, and  ou r 1,000,000,000,000 sheets of 
th e  Times superim posed upon each o th e r and 
pressed in to  a com pact m ass h a s  reached an 
a ltitu d e  of 47,348 m iles.

T hose who have taken  th e  troub le  to  follow 
mo th u s  fa r will, I  th in k  agree w ith m e th a t 
1,000,000,000,000 is a fearful th ing , and  th a t 
few can  appreciate its  real value. As for 
quadrillions and  trillions, they  a re  sim ply 
words, m ere words, wholly incapable af ade­
quately im pressing  them selves on  th e  h um an  
intellect.

I  rem ain , your obedient servant,
H e n r y  B e s s e m e r .

A  M E A N  STK13£B£.

An u tte rly  indefensible p r in te rs ’ s trike  oc­
curred  in  S t. Pau l, M inn., a  few days ago. 
E a rly  in  th e  afternoon an in tim a tio n  reached 
th e  pub lishers  of The Pioneer Press th a t  a pe • 
titio n  was circulating  am ong th e  com positors 
in  th e  new s room , asking  an  increase  of pay. 
An h o u r la te r th is  was followed by th e  a n ­
nouncem en t th a t  th e  m en  had  left th e ir  cases 
and refused  to work. A n inv ita tion  by the  
forem an to resum e work resu lted  in  forty  m en 
m arch ing  ou t of th e  new s room , leaving bu t 
five a t th e  cases. A fter th is  perem ptory  ac­
tion , th e  pe tition  referred  to, w hich in  itse lf 
was tem pera te  an d  respectfu l, found its  way 
to th e  office of th e  business m anager, who 
had  h ad  no previous official notice c f the  
trouble o r its  cause. Som ew hat la te r in  the 
afternoon a  com m ittee of th e  strikers conde­
scended to  seek a  conference w ith 
th e  business m anager, and  requested  
an answ er to  tho  pe tition  p re ­
sen ted  u n d er such  ex trao rd inary  c ircum ­
stances. In  th is  an d  subsequent conferences 
w ith th e  strikers  th e  p roprietors found th e m ­
selves face to  face w ith two difficulties. T he 
dem and  for increase of pay  was com plicated 
by th e  perem ptory  action of th e  com positors 
in  s topping  work before th e ir  request could 
be considered—before i t  had  even reached the 
p roprietors. Tho m ain  question  was disposed 
of by an  agreem ent to give a  final answ er to 
th e  dem and  for increased  pay on the  nex t day 
bu t one. T he o ther was m et by requ iring  the  
m en to  re tu rn  to  work, and  work u n til the . 
question  of pay was decided, o r forfeit the ir 
positions. A fter consu ltation  th e  m en refused 
to  do th is , and  th e ir  positions were tem porarily  
filled.

T O E  SRIAL.S* BSOV TOOT “ A  SI.UITfl- 
J f l lX .”

(Detroit F ree Press.)

I t  is  often charged by w riters th a t  th e  sm all 
boy is  a “ slum m ix .” T h a t is to  say, he  goes 
sloshing  a round  w ith  h is  th o n g h ts  a t the  
N orth  Pole and  h is  eye on  th e  sou th , and 
th a t  i t  is  all th e  sam e to  h im  w hether he  ru n s  
over a street-car or knocks down a  lam p-post. 
Such a ttacks  on  th e  sm all boy a rise  from  pure  
jealousy. One of th em , and  one who m ay 
have been attacked by jealous h is to rian s  and  
sm all-m inded poets, was w aiting  on  a W ood­
ward avenue corner yesterday , w hen a fa r up 
th e  s tree t he  espied a  load of hay . T he  
fa rm er on th e  load was sm oking. T he  sm all 
boy had  been sen t on an  e rran d  an d  to ld  to 
h u rry  up  or h e ’d  get h is  jacket nicely dusted , 
b u t he  no  sooner saw th e  hay  aud  th e  sm oke 
th a n  he  jum ped  over a  fence and  lay fla t on 
h is  stom ach. In  a  few m inu tes  along cam e 
th e  load. T he  horses were on th e  walk and  
th e  driver on  th e  puff. H e had  ju s t  got down 
to  w here th e  tobacco ta sted  good, an d  was 
m aking  th e  m ost of it. As tlie  load was pass­
ing  th e  boy drew in  h is  b rea th  and  shouted, 
“ F ire  ! fire !” a t  th e  top of h is  voice. The 
effect on th a t  fa rm er was w onderful. H e 
threw  th e  pipe c lear to  th e  curbstone, rolled 
off h is  load to  th e  pavem ent, jum ped  up , an<? 
had  begun u n h arn ess in g  h is  horses when 
a pedestrian  dem anded the  cause of h is  ex­
c item ent.

“  Somo one hollered fire aud  I  th o u g h t it 
was th e  h a y ,” he  explained.

H e w aiked all a round  th e  load, sniffed a t it, 
and  w hen certa in  th a t  th e re  was no fire, he 
shook h is  fist a t every house in  th e  neighbor­
hood an d  clim bed back to  h is  seat and  drove 
on.

I f  th a t  boy had  been a  slum m ix he w ouldn’t 
have seen th e  hay . If  he had  been careless 
he w ouldn’t have p u t th e  hay  and  pipe to ­
ge ther. I f  he h ad  been a m oke h e  w ouldn’t 
have reasoned :

“  One load of hay , p lus one pipe, equals 
two yells w hich lifted  th a t  fellow clear ou t of 
h is  boots.”

D lD m ’T  B E l i l E V £  i N ’E lU .

“ You’ve got a  te lephone here , h av en ’t  you ?” 
asked a  citizen, as he  yeste rday  en tered  an 
office on G-riswold s tree t in  a seem ing great 
h u rry .

“  Y es,” was th e  reply .
“  W ell, I  never believed in  ’em  to  any  g rea t 

ex ten t, b u t I  w an t to order som e coal from  a 
yard  u p  th e  riv e r.”

T he ow ner of th e  office proceeded to  “ call,” 
and  w hen he  got the coal dealers he  said :

“  M r. B lank is here  an d  he  w ants to  know if 
you have an y  soft coal?”

“  Y es—500 to n s ,” was th e  answ er.
“  W ell, he  w ants you to  send  h im  up  a 

to n .”
“ W e’ll see h im  blowed f i r s t ! H e has owed 

u s a bill for over two years !”
“  Yum !” m u tte red  th e  m an  as he  stepped 

back.
“ D id  they  say th ey ’d send i t  ?” asked the  

o the r.
“  N —o, n o t exactly .”
“ W h at did they  say ?”
“  I -  I d idn ’t  catch  i t  very well. L e t m e re ­

p eat.” Picking  up  th e  tru m p et again  he  stood 
w ith  i t  to  h is  ear and  asked :

“  D id you say you’d send  i t  ?”
“  N ot by a  blam ed s igh t I” cam e th e  re ­

sponse.
“  W ell?” asked th e  m an  as a  pain fu l pause 

ensued.
“ W ell,” replied  th e  operato r, “ this line 

isn ’t w orking very well th is  m orning, and 
you’d be tte r go to th e  office fou r doors below. 
The dealers seem  to  h ear m e well enough, 
b u t I  don’t  get hold of th e ir  answ er p lainly. 
The o th e r in s tru m e n t is probably w orking all 
r ig h t .”

“  B u t I  s h a n ’t  b o th e r any  one e lse ,” growled 
the  m an . “ As I  said before, I  never did b e ­
lieve in  ’em  to  any  g reat ex ten t, and  now I ’ve 
lost w hat little  fa ith  I  had . M uch obliged— 
good day.”

If  h is ear had  been a t th e  tru m p e t h is  fa ith  
would have been as big  as a  m o u n ta in .—De­
troit Free Press.

M A I D E N S  A N U  S P I N S  I’E  IS* .

T h e  t ’ycle  o f  a  W o m a n ’N i^ ile  F r o m  S even - 
le r u  to  F il ly .

[From  London Mayfair.J
A sp in s te r’s life begins a t th e  age of seven­

teen  and  ends a t th e  age of fifty. W hen she 
reaches th e  age of fifty she e ith e r becom es an 
old w om an or begins life afresh , s ta r tin g  th is  
tim e a t abou t five-and-tw enty. T here  a re , of 
course, exceptions. Som e girls begin life very 
m uch earlier th a n  seventeen. I  knew  a  young 
lady of six who killed h e r g randm a by h e r  p re­
cocity. H e r g ran d m a had  asked her to come 
and  see he r, and  for h e r reception  had  p re ­
pared a feast of seed-cake and  m ild  negus, and 
also purchased a  book of fa iry  stories. T he 
child  a te  th e  cake, b u t objected to  th e  wine, 
an d  after glancing  w ith g rea t con tem pt a t the  
book of fairy  stories, th rew  it  on th e  floor, say­
ing  th a t  she p ieferred  real ta le s—th in g s  she 
could im prove h e r  m ind on. “  W hat will th is  
world come to  ;” shrieked th e  old lady ; “  im ­
prove h e r m ind  at six 1 W hy, a t sixteen I  did 
no t know w hether I  had  a m ind or n o t !” The 
shock was too m uch  ; the  old lady took to  h e r 
bed and never recovered.

B u t m ost girls begin to live a t 17 ; and  from 
17 to 50 every year is like a  figure in  an  auc­
tioneer’s catalogue w hich is m ean t to indicate 
a fresh  “  lo t.” Of course, th e re  are dep ths of 
th o u g h t, m elancholy idealism s, delicious 
hopes, yearn ing  asp irations,p ro found  accesses 
of pietism , dark  em otions of envy, sickening 
spasm s of jealousy- all m aking eras for th e m ­
selves, and  som etim es contriv ing  wild d e p ar t­
ures, which canno t be sounded, nor, indeed, 
even adverted  to, in  a com prehensive su m ­
m ary  of th ir ty -th ree  years of existence. Yet 
th e  sp in ste r’s life m ay be gathered  from  h in ts , 
which m ay be shrewd enough to go deep w ith ­
ou t being volum inous.

A t 17, th en  : she th in k s  often of love ; de­
ligh ts  in  love songs ; fills M oore’s poem s with 
pencil m arks ; th in k s  B yron’s face beautiful ; 
eats  little  in  com pany. At 18 : s till th in k s  a 
great deal of love ; would care  n o th in g  for 
poverty provided she had  a sw eetheart who 
adored h e r ; indeed, would ra th e r  be poor th an  
rich, were she u n ited  to th e  ideal whom  she 
has no t ye t m et. S till reads a  great deal of 
poetry  and  novels w hich deal largely with 
love and  th e  death  of the  hero ines ; passion­
ately fond of ch ildren . A t ly  : a  little  m ore 
c r i t ic a l; finds some of th e  poetry  th a t  pleased 
h e r la s t year a little  weak ; looks abou t her 
for steadier au tho rs  th a n  her old favor­
ites ; dances every dance in  a ball 
an d  is no t quite  so pa rticu la r as to  th e  m en  
who are in troduced to her. At 20 : is  no t 
sure  w hether, a fter all, i t  would n o t be best 
to be an  old m a n ’s darling. N evertheless 
she flirts m ore un ifo rm ly  ; a ll th e  shyness is 
gone, and  she enjoys h e r food w hether people 
are looking a t h e r  or no t. A t 21 : her belief 
in  old m en is strong  ; she h a s  lo s t h e r  p re ju ­
dices in  favor of poverty and  cottages, ye t she 
would no t in s is t upon m oney were h e r  ideal 
to p resen t him self. At 22 : th in k s  h e r younger 
siste r ra th e r  forward in  h e r  m an n ers, p articu ­
larly  w ith young m en  ; som etim es suggests 
to m am m a th a t  th e  inv ita tions  w hich include 
th e  younger s iste r a re  m erely  acts of polite­
ness which people don’t  w ant to be litera lly  
in te rp reted . A t 23 : is annoyed if anyone 
says in h e r presence th a t  th e  pallor of half 
the  g irls one m eets  comes from  tight-lacing . 
A t 24 : laces deliberately for a  waist, aud  does 
no t m uch m ind if i t  is  know n ; finds th e  com ­
pany of old m en  always m ore agreeable th an  
th a t  of young m en, and  is flattered  if boys 
pay h e r  a tten tion . A t 25 : is  found behind 
bazaa r s ta l ls ; im ita tes  th e  style of the  fashion­
able b e au ty ; frequen tly  a lte rs  th e  charac­
te r  of h e r  coiffure, and  uses a  g rea t m any dif 
fe ren t kinds of stuff for h e r  h a ir . A t 26 : 
declares she ha tes  th e  idea of m a r r ia g e ; 
w onders how girls can vo lun tarily  en te r  a 
s ta te  of bondage ; m arke a ll passages in  novels 
in  w hich m en  a re  called ty ran ts , and  ceases 
to notice o th e r people’s babies. A t 27 : falls 
in  love ; abou t four m o n th s  of qu ie t anguish  
and  d e s p a ir ; sfts la te  in to  th e  n ig h t alone in  
h e r  bedroom  ; is jil te d ; w rites tw enty  le tte rs  
in  all conceivable styles, from  th e  passionately  
scornful to th e  m ild, scrificial, forgiving, h e a r t­
break ing  sty le— none of w hich a re  p o s te d ;

destroys th e  ball-room  program m e on which 
he  h a s  w ritten  h is  nam e. A t 28 : nose red, 
even in  s p rin g ; shoulders a  shade th in  ; r e ­
solves to  dress h e r  h a ir  lower, as th e  h a ir 
p in s are m aking h e r bald ; also pa rts  h e r h a ir 
on  one side. A t 29 : declines to take p a rt in 
a  tab leau  v ivant, and  th in k s  th a t  so rt of e n ­
te rta in m en t ra th e r  im m o d e s t; begins to  w rite 
prose—sh o rt ta les, essays and fdu tches on 
charac te r—and  believes th a t  if  ‘ ' could only 
find patience she could wrV- ..^vel.

A t 30 : w rites a  novel, n. .vnich she in tro ­
duces th e  one love of h e r life ; finds a  p u b ­
lish e r who will p u b lish  i t  a t h e r  own risk  ; 
accepts h is  offer ; she is su re  he  w ill read  i t  ; 
does n o t stop th e  footm an a t tab le from  fill­
ing  her w ine gla?s. A t 31 : increasing  size 
of w aist ; is  m is taken  for m am m a’s youngest 
s ister ; reads th e  Quarterly Review, and  can 
converse on wom an suffrage. A t 3 2 : is 
b earin g  th ree  false tee th . A t 33 : finds girls 
m uch m ore forward th a u  they  used  to  be ; 
also th a t  th e  s ty le  of dancing  grows objec­
tionable ; is  usually  taken  down to supper by 
m arried  m en. A t 34 : is  told th a t  h e r  s is te r’s 
m usic-m aster h a s  called her Bella. I n  con­
sequence, re traces two years of her life,studies 
th e  corsetm akers’ advertisem ents,and  chooses 
b rig h t colors. A t 35 : powders boldly ; pa rts  
her h a ir  down th e  m iddle, gives up  earrings 
and  keeps th e  window blinds down to  save 
the  fu rn itu re . At 36 : can  converse on th e  
educational question  and  waltzes whenever 
she can  get a chance. A t 37 : is  grave when 
the  subject of age is discussed, and  asks if  she 
does no t I *ok qu ite  30 ? A t 38 : hears  of the  
elopem t'i' of a  friend ’s h u sband  w ith  an  ac t­
ress, an d  is m ore th a n  ever th an k fu l th a t  she 
is unm arried  ; takes an  in te re s t in  church 
m atte rs , and  lea rn ing  th a t  th e  cu ra te  is laid 
up  calls and  sends repeatedly . At 39 : regu­
larly  d rinks a glass of h o t Scotch w hiskey and 
w ater before goiug to bed ; adm its  th a t  she 
likes h e r com forts, and  playfully  owns th a t  
she is qu ite  a n  old w om an. At 
4 0 :  likes scandal.; reads th e  reports  of 
th e  law courts ; subscribes again to a lending  
library , and  finds th a t  she grows drowsy after 
a la te  d inner. A t 41 : keeps a  lapdog, two 
cats, a  pa rro t and  th ree  c an a rie s ; takes  m uch 
in te res t in  h e r h ea lth , tries  a  g rea t m any 
advertised  m edicines, and  “ indulges in  con­
s titu tiona ls .” At 42 : is  nervous a t n ig h t, 
particu larly  w hen th e  w ind is h igh  ; keeps a 
m an-servant,w ho m ust be m iddle-aged, highly 
respectable, and one who is used  to  a ttend ing  
on  single ladies p referred  ; loses a favorite 
cat, and  has i t  carefully  buried  in  th e  garden. 
A t 43 : a ttends early  celebrations, and  helps 
to decorate th e  church  a t  E a s te r  and  C hrist­
m as and  th e  ha rv est festival. A t 44 : grows 
a little  frivolous ; chooses gay caps ; reads ex­
citing novels. At 45 : feels th e  cold, also 
feels lonely ; advertises for a  lady  to share  
h e r  hom e ; quarrels with lady over th e  ser­
van ts, and  vows she will never live again w ith 
a com panion ; h e r  p a rro t dies ; h e r  doctor 
proposes to h e r ; she declines h im  in  a m ild 
le tte r, and  says they  will always be dear 
friends. A t 47 : takes two glasses of ho t 
whiskey before re tir ing  a t  n ig h t ; w rites 
poetry  and  sends i t  to  th e  local press. At 
48 : is  robbed by h e r  m an-servant; finds a cap 
th a t  becom es h e r, and  m akes up  h e r m ind to 
w ear no th in g  else ; notices h e r h a ir has grown 
gray over the  ears. A t 49 : grows bad-tem ­
pered, and  is greatly  troubled  w ith  servan ts  ; 
a n o th e r an im al dies and  is carefully  buried. 
At 50 : m akes h e r will, and  leaves all h e r p ro ­
perty  to h e r doctor.

A  J iO N G  P R A Y E R .

I S o w  a  S e s s io n  o l th e  V ir g in ia  C o n v e n t io n  
o l 1 8 0 0  W a s  O p en ed .

(From the Charlottesville (Va.) Chronicle.
W e find th e  following in  a  K entucky paper 

w ithout credit and  do n o t know w here i t  o rig­
inated . As Gov. L e tch e r is given as a u th o r­
ity  for th e  facts s tated , we presum e th e re  is 
foundation  for th e  anecdote, w hich will be 
read w ith in te res t by everybody who rem em ­
bers M r. S ou thall :

“  Gov. L e tcher th e  o th e r day gave an  anec­
dote on th e  convention of 1860 th a t  m u s t go 
in to  p rin t. W hen  Mr. Janney , th e  p resident 
of th e  convention, was absent, Mr. V alentine 
S ou tha ll, of A lbem arle, was always p u t in  the  
chair. H e was indigestively th in  and  ir r i­
table, Jan n ey  h a d  been indisposed for a week 
and  the  C harlo ttesv ille  dyspeptic presided. 
D uring  th is  tim e th e re  was an  ‘opening th e  
session w ith p rayer.’ Several delegates com­
plained of the  om ission. S ou thall said sharp ­
ly th a t i t  was n o t h is  du ty  to h u n t up p rea ch ­
e rs  ; th a t  was th e  business of the  sergeant-at- 
arm s. T his officer was N at. Thom son, of 
H anover, a  charac te r. N at, defended him self 
by alleging th a t  Mr. Jan n e y  alw ays a ttended  
to ge tting  th e  p a rsons, b u t it M r. Southall 
though t th a t th e  sergeant always ought to 
have a  p reacher on hand , he would to get one. 
T h a t evening N at. s tre lled  down M ain street 
in  search of a certa in  ‘pars ing ,’an  old acquain ­
tance of N at. T he  p reacher was off duty 
and  was ‘serving tab les’ by some seculiar 
p u rsu it in  R ichm ond. H e was of the  
h a rd  shell persuasion . N at. found h im  
and  to ld  h im  of th e  need  of ‘a m an 
like h im ’ to  lead in  p rayer a t th e  convention 
n ex t day. T he  m in is te r was tickled a t the  
request bu t h in ted  th a t  h is  Sunday su it was 
ra th e r  ru sty . N at, consented  to  loan him  
th e  p roper garm en ts. T he  h a rd  shell was at 
N a t’s room th e  n ex t m orning, and  was duly 
a rrayed  in  clerical cloths. T he tw o s tarted  
for th e  capitol. N at, rem arked, on th e  route , 
th a t  th e  convention h ad  been w ithout any 
w orship for a  week, and i t  was expected th a t 
the  lost devotions should be m ode up  th a t 
m orning . T he h a rd  shell b ro ther, even i n ! 
h is  sh o rte st invocations, never could reach 
am en u n d er a  half hour,, and  th is  suggestion 
of th e  sergeant fell in  w ith  th e  inc lina tion  of 
of th e  windy and, as he loved to  call him self 
‘w restling Jacob .’ Mr. S ou thall’s gravel 
tapped to order exactly a t 11. As soon as the  
parson had  struck the  regu lar note, and  was 
beginning to  wed h is  senses w ith ‘eer,’ N at, 
quietly  slipped from  th e  hall, locked the door, 
and  w ent down to th e  Z etelle’s for a  lunch, 
he spen t an  h ou r a t  th e  re s tau ran t, and 
slowly re tu rn in g  to  th e  capitol, and  finding 
th e  hard -she ll in  full swing, he w ent down 
to R ockett’s and  dined w ith  Dick H ask ins, 
saun tered  back about 2 o’clock, and still had 
a quarte r of an  h o u r to sun  h im self on the  
capitol steps before the  swelling tones of the 
parson began to tap e r to the  lower key of the  
conclusion. N at, unbo lted  th e  doors aa tb e  
p ray e r ended. I t  had  lasted  th ree  hours 
and  a  quarte r. T he convention was fa r from 
a  devotional fram e of m in d  w hen th e  regular 
business began. Mr. S ou thall never insisted  
upon th a t  sergean t-a t-arm s fu rn ish ing  m in is ­
te rs  any  m ore.”

E N D L E S S  K A I L S .

T he  idea of m aking a  tra in  lay down and 
take up  its  own ra ils  as i t  m oves along is no t 
a new one, b u t an  in te res tin g  rea lization  of 
i t  is  now to  be w itnessed (as we learn  from 
La Nature) in  th e  Ja rd in  des T uileries, Paris. 
T he system  is th a t  of C lem ent Ader. T he 
ra ils  on e ith e r side of th e  carriages consist of 
a  series of jo in ted  pieces of ra il w ith flat sup 
porting  p ieces ; they  enclose th e  system  of 
wheels, p astin g  down over th e  fron t and up 
over th e  end wheels, and  all th e  wheels have 
two flanges to  p reven t any  derailm ent. In  
fron t the  chain s of ra il are guided by two d is­
trib u tin g  wheels, w hich are governed by th e  
traction , so th a t, on  pulling  obliquely, r igh t 
o r left, th e  endless way autom atically  follows 
th e  sam e d irection. A t th e  end  of th e  tra in , 
again, aro two tak ing-up  wheels, provided 
w ith  a  d ifferential m otion to m eet 
the  difficulty of going in  curves, 
which involves an  extending of th e  ra il on 
one side and  contraction  of th a t  on th e  o ther, 
so th a t, whenever th e  curve (to six o r seven 
m etres’ radius) th e  way is regularly  p u t down, 
and  lifted. F rom  th e  m echanical po in t of 
view, one is s truck  w ith  the  sm allness of the 
force required  to move a  tra in  th u s  arranged 
In  th e  Jard in  des Tuileries the  tra in  consist- 
of th ree  carriages, capable of con ta in ing  in 
all 30 children, and  often  full. These are 
draw n by two goats, w hich work th u s  for 
seven hours. T he to ta l load is abou t 1,000 
kilogram m es. To draw  a  like w eight in  three  
carriages on o rd inary  roads would requ ire  a 
dozen goats, four for each vehicle (this is the 
num ber harnessed  to th e  sm all carriages for 
ch ildren  in  th e  C ham ps E lysees). T he econ-i

omy of carriage, th e n , is incontestable . The 
no rm al speed is  four to  six  k ilom etres per 
hour. T he system  is, of course, no t designed 
for passenger traffic but for goods, and  in  
m any  places w ith bad  roads o r none m ig h t be 
very serviceable.

T H E  M l E m u  r. P H  T R A G E D Y .  

A n o t h e r  I n t e r v ie w  w it h  B i l l  D o n n e l ly .

A rep o rt from  L u can  on S a tu rday  say s : — 
In  an  interview  w ith B ill D onnelly  to-day  our 
repo rte r ascerta ined  h is  views on th e  in te r­
view. T he sick  m an  was found in  bed a t Mr. 
W . H . P ra t t 's  house, b u t he was able to sit 
up and  ta lk , w hich he  did very freely. “ In 
th e  first place,” he said , “  I  w ish to deny th< 
s ta tem en t th a t  I  got up  a  pe tition  to  th( 
B ishop for th e  rem oval of F a th e r  Connolly. J 
have h ith e rto  re fra ined  from  dragging th< 
nam e of the  bishop or th e  p ries t in to  thi» 
affair, b u t in  ju stice  to m yself and  to  them  1 
m ust do so. After th e  vigilance com m ittee 
had  searched on m y fa th e r’s prem ises 
for T hom pson’s cow, I  wrote a  le tte r 
to B ishop W alsh , acquain ting  h im  with 
th e  s ta te  of th ings  in  th e  tow nship. 
I  to ld  h im  of th e  fo rm ation  of 
th e  C om m ittee, th a t  I  understood F a th e r  
Connolly was a t th e  head  of it, and  th a t  I  
was satisfied th e re  were som e m en on  th e  
C om m ittee who w ished to end  ou r fam ily ; 
also th a t  I  was no t aw are th a t  th e  Catholic 
C hurch allowed a  sworn p a rty  to exist in  its  
m idst, and  th a t  if he  w ished to  enqu ire  about 
ou r charac te r, he could refer to Patrick  
N angle, S tephen  M cCormick, D ennis D ’Arcv, 
M ichael C runnican, J .P .,  Jam es  Keefe and 
R obert Keefe, m en  of undoubted  respectabil­
ity, and  who declined to become m em bers of 
th e  C om m ittee. I  also told th e  B ishop th a t 
F a th e r  C onnolly was p resen t a t tw o or th ree  
law -suits again st our fam ily, and  th a t  I  d idn ’t 
th in k  it a  fit place for a  clergym an to  be. I  
went so fa r as to  ask  h im , in  th e  nam e ot 
God, to do som ething  tow ards b reak ing  up  
th e  o rganization , or i t  would end 
in  m urder. I  never got up  a 
pe tition  for th e  rem oval of F a th e r Con­
nelly, and  defy  anyone to  say any th ing  
to th e  con tra ry . I  have no hard  feelings 
again st th e  p rie s t, a lthough  a t one tim e I  
had  a  m isunderstand ing  w ith  h im , w hich I  
offered to  carry  before th e  B ishop for se ttle ­
m en t, saying th a t  if I  found I  was in  th e  
w rong I  would lower m yself lower th a n  th e  
w orm  th a t  crawled. T h e  B ishop never 
answ ered m y le tte r. H e  handed  it over to 
F a th e r Connolly, and  th a t  was th e  la s t I 
heard  of it. I t  ju s t took five lives to convince 
them  th a t  m y prophecy would prove true . 
T here  is ano ther fact th a t  th e  papers do no t 
seem  to  have got hold of yet, and  th a t  is th a t 
n ine  years ago m y fa th e r’s barn  and  contents 
were en tire ly  destroyed by fire. Also in  F e b ­
ru a ry , 1878, m y h ouse  in  Osborne was broken 
in to  by m asked m en, who, having tied  m e to 
th e  bed, stole $132 from  a  tru n k . So 
you w ill see th a t  th e  D onnellys did no t 
com m it all th e  depredations in  th e  country . 
I t  is told by a  m an  who was a m em ber of 
th e  C om m ittee th a t  he  h a d  to  use 
physical force a t one of th e ir  m eetings to  de­
feat a  m otion to lynch m y  b ro th e r Tom . T he 
m eeting was very storm v and  alm ost cam e to 
a  fight, b u t by tak ing  off h is  coat and holding 
back two or th ree  of the  m ore vio lent ones the  
m an m anaged to resto re  o rder and  ge t a m a­
jo rity  again st tho  m otion . H o afterw ards 
left th e  C om m ittee .”  Going back to th e  in ­
terview , B ill D onnelly  s a id : “  H e says our 
fam ily would n o t jo in  th e  C om m ittee. W hy, 
fa ther to ld  m e one day he  was going to  be­
come a  m em ber. I advised h im  to th e  con­
tra ry , as th e re  were th ree  o r four m en in the  
C om m ittee who would n o t scruple a t  doing 
any th ing  to in ju re  h im . How easy would it 
have been for them  to  s teal som ething  and 
h ide it on m y fa th e r’s place, w here th e  whole 
C om m ittee could find it and  th e n  send th e  
old m an  to  th e  pen iten tia ry  for robbery. 
Those are  th e  words th a t  kep t h im  from  jo in ­
in g .”

H U S U l l B L E  C'KI TIE*

A  M a n  F o r c e s  H i*  M in tr ess  to  D r in k  H e r ­
s e lf  to  D e a t h — 4  W o m a n  C h a r g e d  aw 
a a  A c c e sso r y  to  th e  C r im e .

A cable dispatch  from  L ondon says : The 
tria l of Lew is P ayne  for th e  m urder of Miss 
M cLean, by adm in istering  large q u an titie s  of 
sp irits , w hich took place to-day a t th e  C en­
tra l crim inal C ourt, concluded w ith a  verdict 
of guilty  of m anslaugh ter. Payne  had  se 
duced M iss M cLean, and  for som e tim e had 
lived w ith  hor as her param our, b u t e ither 
becom ing in fa tua ted  w ith a  wom an nam ed 
F an n ie  M atthew s, who is u n d er ind ic tm ent 
as accessory to  th e  crim e, or w ishing to  pos­
sess h im self of some p roperty  belonging to 
h is  m istress, he  concocted a  p lan  w ith the  
wom an M atthew s to m urder Miss M cLean by 
inducing  her to  begin a  debauch, w hich they  
kep t up  w ithou t in term ission , continually  
forcing th e  un fo rtu n a te  woman to swallow 
large q uan titie s  of b randy  u n til she d ied  of 
“ alcoholization.”  T he  case for th e  Crown 
was conducted by th e  A ttorney-G eneral, and 
P ayne was defended by Mr. E dw ard  Clarke. 
Owing to certa in  m itigating  circum stances, 
Payne  was saved from  hang ing , b u t sen­
tenced to  penal serv itude for life. Before 
the  sentence he m ade a long an d  ram bling  
s ta tem en t p ro testing  h is  innooenoe. The 
tria l of M iss M atthew s will im m ediately  fol­
low.

T H E  S H A K I E S T  R O O K  I N  T H E  
W O fttB iD .

T he  sm allest book ever p rin ted  since type 
was first invented  is a  m icroscopic edition 
of D an te ’s “ D iviua Com m edia” which was on 
view la st year a t  th e  P a ris  E xh ib ition . T he 
whole volum e of 500 pages is only  5 c en ti­
m etres long by 3£ cen tim etres wide. Two 
sheets of paper sufficed to contain  all th e  14,- 
323 verses of th e  poem , 30 verses occupying 
a  space of som ew hat less th a n  8 square c en ti­
m etres. T he typo w ith w hich th is  curiosity  
was p rin ted  was cast as long ago as 1834, bu t 
no  com plete book had h ith e rto  been  tu rned  
o u t in  it ,  the  difficulties for com positor and 
rev iser being so enorm ous th a t  th e  a ttem p ts 
were given up tim e after tim e, no one being 
able to continue on th e  work. In  1873 a fre sh  a t­
tem p t was m ade t;o“ set u p ” the  “ Com m edia,” 
and  some notion  of tho  difficulty experienced 
m ay be gathered from  th e  fact th a t  th e  work 
occupied no  less th a n  five years in  its  con- 
p letion. T ke tex t is th a t  of F ra tice lli, th e  
reader was a  certa in  Signor L uigi B usato , and 
the  com positor G uiseppe Geche. T he  eye­
s igh t of th e  la tte r is  irretrievably  ru ined . The 
w riter in  th e  Allgemeine Z c itu n g , from 
whose article th is  notice is ex tracted , states 
th a t  he  is unable  to form  judgm ent as to  how 
th e  corrections were carried ou t, for even with 
th e  best m agnifying glass he was unable  to  fol­
low th e  tex t continuously .T he edition h a s  been 
ch ristened  “ Lo D an tino ,” th e  “ L ittle  D a n te / ’ 
A th o u san d  copies of i t  a re  to  be struck  off, 
and  shortly  be p u t upon th e  m arket, after 
which th e  type will be a t once b roken up.

— T h e  pronunciation  of Cabul is Cawbyl. 
T he first syllable accented .—Ex. F o r n ine  
long d reary  m onths, in  perfect good fa ith  and 
w ith a tru s t and  confidence th a t  h as  never 
for a  m om ent flagged or wavered, we have in 
season and  ou t of seasqji been pronouncing 
th a t  word Cabul w ith th e  accent on th e  la st 
syllable. If  every Afghan should  come in to  
our office and  should Cawbyl in  our ears, and 
every killed A fghan were to come in  w ith  his 
head  under h is  arm  and  th e  lips of th a t  head 
were to  gasp Cawbyl, we would stick to  Ca-bul 
to the  b itte r end. All A ryan words in Asia, 
w ith significant suffixes, of whioh Cabul is 
one an d  bill th e  suffix, are accented on the  
la s t syllable. Go to ! Ca-bul 1— Waco (Tex.) 
Examiner.

— An incident, w hich would be absolutely 
incredible were n o t its  t ru th  am ply vouched 
for, recen tly  occurred in  M arseilles. A m an 
hanged h im self a t th e  door of h is  house with 
a girdle of wool. A neighbor having  given the  
a larm , a  num ber of persons ru shed  up , but 
they  never th o u g h t of cu tting  th e  m an  down, 
and  calm ly watched h im  as he w rithed  in  th e  
death  agony, which was very long. Ac officer 
of custom s, who reached th e  spot a q u a rte r of 
an  hou r a fte r the  crowd had  begun to  collect, 
released th e  victim , b u t he had  ceased to 
breathe.

B R IT ISH . F E D E R A T IO N .

M r. fe rn sse y ’s BSook o n  E n g la n d 's  C o lo n i­
a l  E m p i r e —ih e  N ecessity  o l n M a r i­
t im e  C o n fe d e r a t io n  to  S e c u re  B r i t i s h
P re -e m in e n c e .

(New York Herald.)
Som e few weeks ago th e re  were p resen ted  

in  these  colum ns, in  condensed form , th e  o u t­
line of a  p lan  w hich had  for som e tim e been 
engaging th e  a tten tio n  and  occupying th e  
though ts of som e of those  advanced th in k e rs  
who were concerned no t only fo r th e  w ellfare, 
out for th e  p reservation  in ta c t of th e  widely 
extended E m p ire  of G rea t B ritiau . T he  
question i t  will now be seen , is com m anding  
.videspread and  serious a tten tio n , l t  h a s  long 
>een app aren t th a t  certa in  rap id  changes 
vere necessary in  th e  re la tio n s  w hich b ind  
he colonies to  th e  m o th e r coun try , if these  

colonies were to  be of any  p e rm an en t ad v an ­
tage  to  th e  m o th e r coun try , or ra th e r  if  th ey  j 
were n o t, one a fter th e  o the r, w hen th e  age - 
of m a tu re  and  lu s ty  m anhood  was reached, 
to  claim  independence and follow th e  exam ple 
o fth e  U n ited  S ta tes  of A m erica. F ro m  the  
c ircum stances in  w hich th e  people of th e  
B ritish  Isles find  them selves th e re  is always 
w hat m ay be regarded as a  su rp lus p opu la­
tion . C onnected w ith th is  is th e  co n stan t 
twofold necessity  of finding m arkets  in  w hich 
to  dispose of th e  hom e m anufactu red  goods 
an d  in  w hich also to  purchase  food 
for th e  hom e population . T he  B ritish  
Is lan d s  con tain  m ore people th a n  they  can 
feed w ith o u t im p orta tion , and  th ey  m anufac­
tu re  m ore goods th a n  they  can find a  m arke t 
for w ithou t exporta tion . I n  such  c ircu m ­
stances em igration  is a  constan t au d  abiding 
necessity . In  sixty-tw o years, from  1815 to 
1877, th e  to ta l nu m b er of em ig ran ts  who left 
th e  U nited  K ingdom  was 8,424,942. Of these  
over five m illions have se ttled  in  th e  U nited  
S tates. Only a  little  over two m illions have 
p erm anen tly  settled  in  th e  B ritish  possessions. 
I n  1877 th e  to ta l value of im ported  food, such 
as foreign stock (live an d  dead), corn , flour 
and  g ra in  of all k inds, b u tte r, cheese and  eggs 
am ounted  to  £96,879,737, or $484,398,485.

F E E D IN G  P O W E R  O F  T H E  C O L O N IE S .

I t  is  also calculated  th a t  in  th e  Colonial 
E m p ire  alone, no t to  speak of Ind ia , th e re  is 
rich  food producing te rrito ry  of over seven 
m illion  of square m iles, w ith  a population  of 
abou t one in h ab itan t to th e  m ile. F rom  these 
and  o th e r figures equally suggestive an d  i n ­
struc tive , toge ther w itli certa in  revealed te n ­
dencies of th e  tim es, th e  question  h a s  been 
p u t :—“  How  can G roat B rita in  best conserve 
h e r  own in te res ts  and  a t  the  sam e tim e ad 
vance the  welfare of h e r colonies?” O r, to 
p u t th e  m a tte r  o therw ise and  perhaps m ore 
concisely In  G reat B rita in  th e re  is a  large 
surp lus population , w ith  a n  im m ense dem and 
for foreign g ro w n ; in  tho  colonies th e re  
is a  large undeveloped, food producing area, 
w ith an  im m ense dem and  for foreign labor. 
How can  these  conditions be so com bined as 
to  be na tu ra lly  satisfy ing  ? In  th e  article 
above referred  to, i t  was s ta ted  th a t  of a ll the  
views advanced, th a t  w hich im plied  a feder­
ation of th e  whole E m pire , hom e and  colo­
n ial,w as the  m ost sensib le and  th e  m ost likely 
u ltim ate ly  to prevail. S ince th e  question  was 
discussed in  th e  Herald i t  has a tta in ed  a 
w ider publicity  and  has been  com m anding 
m ore serious a tten tion .

b r a s s e y ’s  “ c o l o n i a l  e m p i r e ”

Tow ard th e  close of J an u a ry —th e  2 0 th — 
M r. T . B rassey, M. P ., delivered a  lecture  be­
fore th e  C ham ber of Com m erce of B radford 
on th e  “ Colonial E m p ire”  of G reat B rita in , a 
lecture  in  w hich, dealing w ith  som e fresh 
facts, he re ite ra tes  th e  sen tim en ts  and  con­
clusions form erly  expressed in  th e  Herald. 
M r. B rassey’s first object is to  b ring  ou t th e  
portance of the  colonial trade. T h e  figures 
are significant and  instructive . W hile B r i­
tish  exports to  foreign coun tries had  risen 
from  £141,900,000 in  1869 to  £195,700,000 
in 1872 and  had  fallen again  in  1878 to 
£126,911,000, th e  colonial trade  had  steadily 
grown in  th e  sam e in terval from  £48,000,000 
to £66,237,000, or from  25.3 per cent, to  34.4 
per cent, of the  to ta l com m erce of th e  coun ­
try . I t  fu r th e r appears th a t  th e  A ustra lian  
colonies consum e, in proportion  to th e ir  popu 
lation , a  la rger q u an tity  of B ritish  m an u fac ­
tu res  th an  the  B ritish  people them selves. 
T he B ritish  people are never indifferent when 
th e ir  pockets a re  concerned. I t  is  
wonderful, therefore, th a t  Mr. B rassey, 
who is an  E n g lish m an  of th e  
E ng lish , and  one of th e  best inform ed m en  
in  P arliam en t, by actual experience, regard ­
ing  th e  condition and prospects of th e  various 
B ritish  colonies, should be proud of those 
various children  of th e  m o ther coun try , and 
should a t th e  sam e tim e reveal some anxiety 
as to  th e  con tinued  friendly  and  in tim a te  re ­
lations of bo th . M r. B rassey sees th e  danger 
which th rea ten s  th e  m ore d is ta n t colonies in 
th e  event of th e  m other coun try  becom ing in ­
volved in a g rea t war. Q uoting from  an ad ­
dress w hich he heard  delivered by  Mr. S tran g ­
way, la te  P rem ier of South  A ustra lia , he  said: 
“  I f  called upon by E n g lan d  to jo in  h e r in 
a  general advance of the  whole E m pire , the  
question  which the  colonies w ished first to 
havo answ ered was w hether E n g lan d  was p re ­
pared to give those colonies a  voice in  the  
question  of peace o r war. T he  answ er of the  
question  was th is . If  E n g lan d  becam e in ­
volved in  a g rea t w ar i t  would have one of two 
effects—it would b ind  E n g lan d  and  h e r  colo­
n ies in to  one vast E m pire  such as th e  world 
had  never seen, or i t  would en tire ly  separate 
her from  those colonies.”

A M A R IT IM E  C O N F E D E R A C Y .

M r. B rassey  quotes from  th e  la te  E a rl R u s­
sell and  from  L ord  Beaconsfield to prove 
th a t  u n d er th e  p resen t m anagem ent 
th e  colonies would be helpless in 
tim e of w ar, and  th a t  th e  relations 
are th e  reverse of satisfactory. W h at he 
wishes to  see established , and  w hat 
evidently  th e  w isest and  m ost far-seeing of 
the  colonial s ta tesm en  wish to  see, is a  grand 
m aritim e confederacy, in  which th e  colonies 
as well as th e  m o ther country  will be fairly 
represen ted . T he colonies, a t p resen t, are 
liberal in  th e  provision they  have m ade for 
local-self-defence. N ot to  speak of th e  m ilitia, 
which in all th e  colonies is strong  and  well 
organized, care h a s  been taken  in  m any  places 
to provide local navies. Sydney owns a  tu r ­
re t sh ip , M elbourne has a sm all navy, A del­
aide is m aking  a rrangem ents to  build  an 
iron-clad, and  i t  has lately  been proposed by 
each of th e  g overnm ents of V ictoria an d  New 
South W ales to expend £300,000, besides an 
additional an n u al outlay  of £73,000 for ships, 
guns and  torpedoes. T he  fisheries of the 
D om inion give, i t  is  estim ated , em ploym ent 
to 1,000 sh ips and  17,000 sm acks, w hich are 
m anned  by 7,000 sailors and  26,000 fisher­
m en—th e  nucleus of a great navy. I t  is 
desired th a t  all th e ir  sources of s tren g th  be 
u tilized , th a t  th e  colonies be n o t left to  iso ­
lated action, and , therefore, to  the  d istrac ting  
influences of divided counsels of rivalry and 
jealousy, b u t th a t  th e  form idable com bina­
tion should be organized and  controlled u n ­
der th e  suprem acy of th e  m o the r country. 
Difference of opinion prevails as to th e  quotas 
to be fu rn ished  by th e  different m em bers of 
th e  proposed m aritim e confederation and  as 
to th e  re la tive  expenses. T hese  are q u e s­
tions, however, whioh, i t  is  felt, would no t 
be difficult of so lution if th e  project 
were fairly under way. M r. B rassey lays 
g rea t s tress  upon th e  value of coaling stations, 
in  th is  age of steam , and shows th a t  th e ir  
coaling sta tions are absolutely unpro tec ted  ; 
dwells w ith equal em phasis on th is  question  
of dock accom m odation and  po in ts out th a t, 
with th e  exception of M alta, H ong Kong and 
some po in ts in  A ustra lia , th e re  is no  accom ­
m odation  for large iron-clads away from  E n g ­
land. M r. B rassey also argues th a t  th e  com ­
m erce of th e  coun try  should be m ade as far 
as possible self-defending, m ean ing  th a t  the  
large ships of th e  g rea t com m ercial lines 
should  be so constructed  th a t they  could be 
m ade available for purposes bo th  offensive 
and  defensive, ln  view of th e  fact th a t  the  
a n n u a l value of th e  com m erce of th e  country  
exceeds £600,000,000 sterling, which, w ith 
th e  value of th e  sh ipping added, would m ake 
a  to ta l of £650,000,000 a t stake, M r. B rassey  
m akes a  vigorous concluding appeal for the  
im m ediate in itia tio n  of th is  m aritim e confed­
eracy, by m aking adequate provision for th e

defence of th e ir  coaling s ta tions, w hich would 
cost n o t m ore th a n  one m illion  s te r lin g .

A P R E S S IN G  Q U E S T IO N .

M r. B rassey , i t  wiil be observed, looks a t 
th e  q uestion  of tb e  in te rre la tio n  of th is  
colony w ith  th e  m o ther co u n try  from  
a  p u re ly  com m ercial standpo in t. H is  
th o u g h ts  a re  less directly  occupied w ith  
th e  welfare of th e  peoples as such , o r w ith 
th e  p reservation  of th e  colonial em pire in tac t, 
th a n  w ith th e  com m ercial in te res ts  of^ th e  
em pire a t la rge . I t  is  a  business view of the  
question. I t  is  ju s t  because business m en 
are feeling them selves d riven  by tho  stern> 
logic of faots to  look th is  q uestion  in  th e  face” 
th a t  we are no  longer p e rm itted  to  regard  th e  
federation  of th e  B ritish  E m p ire  as a m ere  
w him  or fancy of th e  th e re tic  m ind . I t  is a 
som ething w hich is in  tb e  a ir , in  th e  a tm o s­
phere  in  w hich B ritish  m en  a t  hom e and  
abroad live and  move and  have th e ir  being, 
and  sooner or la te r it will be th e  opportun ity  
of th e  s ta tesm an  of th e  hou r to  tak e  hold  of 
w hat is now  an  idea and  give i t  practical 
shape. No such arran g em en t as th a t  w hich 
Mr. B rassey  d esires  is p racticab le  u n til th e  
colonies and  th e  m o th e r coun try  begin  to  live 
toge ther on equal te rm s, and  th a t  c an n o t bo 
u n til local and  im peria l in te re s ts  a re  ju d i­
ciously separa ted , an d  u n til  local in te re s ts  *+ 
sh a ll be in tru s te d  to  local p a rliam en ts, while 
th e  im peria l in te re s ts  of th is  federated  em pire  y 
shall be in tru s te d  to  th e  Im p eria l P a rliam en t. 
C learly th is  question  of confederation , as far 
as  G rea t B rita in  is  concerned, is one of th e  
g rea test questions of th e  hou r.

D I C K E N S  T O  I I I !*  S O N .

A G o o d  W o r d  fo r  E c o n o m y  a n d  th e  N e w  
T e s ta m e n t*

(From Dickens's Letters.)
Ad e l p h i  H o t e l , )

Liverpool. Oct. 15, 1868. j
M y D ear  H arry ,—I  havo your le tte r  here  

th is  m orn ing . I  inclose you ano th e r check 
for £ 2 5 , and  I  w rite to  L ondon  by th is  post 
ordering  th re e  dozen sherry , two dozen port, 
and  th ree  dozen lig h t c la re t, to be sen t down 
to  you.

Now, observe a tten tive ly . W e m u s t have 
no  shadow of debt. Square up  everyth ing 
w hatsoever th a t  i t  h a s  been necessary  to 
buy. L e t n o t a  fa rth in g  be o u ts tand ing  on 
any  account w hen we begin  toge ther w ith 
you r allowance. Be pa rticu la r in  the  m in u tes t 
detail.

I  w ish to have no  secret from  you in  the  
re la tions  we are abou t to  estab lish  toge ther, 
and  I  therefo re  send you Joe  C liitty ’s le tte r 
bodily. R eading i t  you will know exactly 
w hat I  know , a n d  w ill u n d e rs tan d  th a t  I  
tre a t you w ith perfect confidence. I t  appears 
to m e th a t an  allowance of £250  a  year will 
be handsom e for all your w ants, if I  send you 
you r w ines. I  m ean  th is  to  include your 
ta ilo r’s bills as  well as every o th e r expense, 
an d  I  strongly  recom m end you to  buy. i^oth- 
ing in  Cam bridge, and  to take c red it fo rV o th - 
ing  bu t th e  clo thes w ith w hich your ta ilo r 
provides you. As soon as you have got your 
fu rn itu re  accounts in , let u s wipe all those  
p re lim inary  expenses clean  o u t, an d  I  will 
th e n  send you your firs t q u a rte r. W e will 
coun t in  i t  October, N ovem ber and  D ecem ­
ber, and  y ou r second q u a rte r  will begin 
with th e  new  year. If  you d islike a t  first 
tak ing  charge of so large a  sum  as £62  10s., 
}ou can have your m oney from  m e ha lf-qua r­
terly.

You know how h a rd  I  work for w hat I  get, 
an d  I  th in k  you know tb a t  I  n ever had  m oney 
help from  any  h u m an  creatu re  a fter I  was a 
child. You know th a t  you are  one ot m any 
heavy charges on m e, and th a t  I  tru s t to  your 
so exercising your ab ilities and  im proving the 
advantages of your p ast expensive education 
as soon to d im in ish  th is  charge. I  say no m ore 
on th a t  head .

W hatever you do, above all o ther th in g s  
keep ou t of deb t and  confide in  m e. I f  you 
ever find  yourself on th e  verge of any  perp lex­
ity  o r difficulty come to m e. You will never 
find m e h a rd  w ith  you while you are  m anly  
and  tru th fu l.

As you r b ro th e rs  have gone away one by 
one, I  have w ritten  to each one of th em  w hat 
I  am  now going to  w rite to  you. You know 
th a t  you have never been ham pered  w ith  r e ­
ligious form s of re s tra in t, and  th a t  w ith  m ere 
unm ean ing  form s I  have no sym pathy . B u t 
I  m ost strongly  and  affectionately im press 
upon you th e  priceless value of tb e  new T es ta ­
m en t and  th e  study  of th a t  book as th e  one 
unfailing  gu^'de in  life. D eeply respecting  i t  
and  bowing down before th e  charac te r of our 
Saviour as separated  from  the  vain construc­
tions  an d  inven tions of m en, you cannot go 
vary wrong, and  will always preserve a t  h e a r t 
a tru e  sp irit of v eneration  and  hum ility . S im ­
ila rly  I  im press upon you th e  h ab it of saying 
a C hris tian  p rayer every n ig h t and  m orn ing . 
T hese th ings have stood by m e all th ro u g h  m y 
life, and  rem em ber th a t  I  tr ied  to  ren d er th e  
New T estam en t in te lligible to you and  lovable 
by you w hen you were a  m ere baby.

And so God bless you.
E v e r y ou r affectionate F ather .

W E D D E D  A T  T H E  BA SS.

G o in g  I n to  C o u rt to  b e  T r ie d  a n d  R e  
m a in in g  to  b e  M a r r ie d .

A rth u r K essler and  C harles F in n  of 91 
C arm ine s treet, New York, who w ere a r ­
rested  in  Jersey  C ity several days ago1>n su s­
picion of being  sneak th ieves, were a rra igned  
before Ju stice  Davis, in  Jersey  C ity. M iss 
Teresa  Yascoe, of 191 M ulberry s treet, th is  
city , was in  th e  cou rt room , and  when th e ir  
oases were called to ld  Justice  D avis th a t  she 
would like to speak to  h im . A w hispered 
conversation between th e  girl and  th e  Ju stice  
followed, a t th e  end  of w hich Justice  Davis 
said to th e  p risoners th a t  M iss Vascoe had  
inform ed h im  th a t  she was engaged to  be 
m arried  to Kessler, an d  th a t  he  (Kessler) de­
sired to  have th e  cerem ony perform ed in  
court, p rom ising  ro fo rm ation  if th e  Judge  
would be len ien t. Im m edia te ly  th e  th ro n g  
in  th e  court room  becam e greatly  in te re s ted  
in  th e  case, and  every eye was fixed upon 
K essler, who, w ith  som e appearauce of bash­
fu lness, stepped up  beside th e  g irl who had  
pleaded for h im  so well, an d  said  th a t it was 
tru e  th a t  he  w ished to m a rry  her, an d  to re ­
form .

T h e  proposition  m et th e  approval of 
Ju stice  Davis, and  F in n , th e  com panion of 
K essler, was given th e  benefit of th e  good 
tu rn  in  h is  fellow p risoner’s fo rtunes. B oth  
m en were allowed to  w ithdraw  th e ir  pleas of 
n o t gu ilty  to tho  charge of sneak th ieving , 
a n d  to plead guilty  to a  charge of being d is­
orderly  persons. M iss Yascoe paid th e  fines, 
and  th e n  she and  K essler were m arried  by th e  ■' 
Ju stice . C ourt Officer Q uinlan acted  as best 
m an , and  the  bride  was given away by C on­
stable O’Neill. T he party  q u itted  th e  court 
room  in  a  happy  mood.

B U T T E R  W A K I N G ,

T he following in s tru c tio n  have been issued 
in c ircu lar form  by a  leading b u tte r  firm  in 
M ontreal. W e ven ture  to say th a t  if  s tric tly  
followed they  will be found to be of verv g rea t 
servioe to th e  b u tte r  m akers of Canada, and  
a re  well w orthy  of th e ir  a tten tio n  :—“ T he 
poor tu b s  th a t  have been used in  som e p a rts  
of th e  tow nships th e  p ast few years have h u r t  
th e  sale of th e  b u tte r. A saw n-stave tu b  is 
n o t fit to  keep b u tte r  in  ; it is  too heavy, gets 
d irty  quickly, and  cannot possibly be kep t 
clean in  sh ipping . P oor fitting  lid s, w ith 
sm all sawn rim s, are alm ost w orth less, and  
break up  like pipe stem s. All tu b s  should  be 
m ade from  th e  best wood, sp lit staves (never 
sawn on any  account), and  have tigh t-fitting  
covers with a broad rim . T h e  p ro p e r\^ 0igh t 
of a tu b  holding fifty (50) pounds of bu tte r, 
m easured on th e  ou tside , w ith th e  lid on, is 
fifteen (15) inches. F a rm e rs  th a t  will in sist 
on p u tting  th e ir  b u tte r iu to  cheap tubs m ust 
expect to  sell th e ir  b u tte r  a t  a  cheap price, as 
the  E n g lish  m arke t is g e tting  very particu lar 
about th e  k in d  of tu b s  used. A cool dry room  
to keep your m ilk  in , a  cool place to chu rn  
in , and  a  cool place to  keep your b u tte r in , 
are all indispensable  for good bu tte r-m aking . 
R em em ber, th e  bottom  principle of good 
bu tte r-m ak ing  is  even tem pera tu re  a ll th rough . 
New p lan s  and  new system s work poorly 
w ithout th e  above requisites, w hilst m ost any 
system  works well w ith them . B ette r cows, 
be tte r feed and  g rea te r care  would add m uch  
to th e  profits w ith little  cost,”


