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O ur tim e  to  a c t is—daily  p rac tice , 
To-m orrow  we m a y  nev e r see ;

E te rn ity  a  so lem n fac t is,
To th e  souls on  e a r th  th a t  be.

Suffer n o t p ro c ra s tin a tio n  
In  yo u r never dy ing  soul,

W hile th e  jo y  of y o u r  sa lva tion  
Is as  free a s  riv e rs  roll.

L e t  th e  ac ts  of you r behaV ior 
Be according  to  th e  “W ord”

O ffered by ou r b lessed  Saviour,
H e, w ho is ou r God aird L ord.

B e n o t overcom e w ith  sorrow,
H e is w aiting  a t  ou r d o o r ;

N ever w ait u n t i l  to-m orrow ,
T h in k  on a ll th e  sins H e bore.

G od is love, w ho s til l endu res  us 
D ay  by  d ay  in  g u ilt a n d  s i n ;

Jesu s  by  h is  b lood  secures ns, 
“Gome,” H e s a i th ,“an d  en te r in .”

M ay th e  blessed, H oly  S pirit,
D raw  us in  th e  bonds of love,

To th e  la n d  th e  ju s t  in h e r it  
In  th e  P a rad ise  above.

—P . Murray.
AthoLBgwk, H am ilto n , O nt., D ec. 10,1879.

COMIC BUDGET.

—L egal b lan k s—Poor law yers.
— B est w hen ra re —F am ily  broils.
— Rifle practice—Picking pockets.
—A n igh tm are  is a so rt of cap a  p ie a rran g e

m en t.
— Old nraids th in k  i t ’s  nover too la te  to 

m end .
— “ No place like com b,”  as th e  bee said to 

th e  honey.
— A h o t discussion frequen tly  m ak es  a  cool 

friendship .
— T he m an  who w alks fa s tes t h a s n ’t  the  

m ost business.
—A clock pendu lum  is bound  to  keep tim e 

if i t  has to  swing for it.
— T he C zar’s loving subjects desire to  give 

h im  a  blowing up occasionally.

— M otto for th e  firem an—W here ignorance 
is  b liss, 't is  folly to be blistered .

— T he m an  who borrows five do lla rs  is still 
suffering from  th e  panic of of ’73.

— F ash ion  n o te—T h is  w in ter oysters will 
be w orn abou t th e  stom ach, scalloped.

—-W aiters frequen tly  praise  k inds of food 
w hich they  never in  th e ir  lives tasted .

— As h is  house is  800 feeti above th e  sea 
T ennyson  is enabledto  live n  h igh  sty le .

— B oth  H a n lan  and  C ourtney  seem s to  be 
cham pions w hen it com es to back ing  w ater.

—T he gas m an , w hen courting  on th e  sly, 
s a y s : My lam b, post m e if  th e re  is  danger.

— “  I ’ll m eet you la te r ,” was w ha t th e  
bu tcher said  to  a  dog ju s t  b ro u g h t to  h is  
shop.

— Som e people judge an  um bre lla  by the  
hand le . T he  best w ay is  to  tick le i t  in  the  
ribs.

— G uelph M e r c u r y : I t  is  unseem ly of 
any  m in is te r to  m ake a  b u lle tin  board  of h is  
pulp it.

— G lass eyes for ho rses a re  now so skilfully 
m ade, th a t  th e  an im al h im self canno t te ll th e  
difference.

— T he Chicago Tribune  h a s  discovered th a t  
a petrified  body indicates th a t  th e  m an  is 
s tone dead.

— The C incinnati Gazette  h as two of the  
p re ttie s t fall libel su its  on  h a n d  to be h a d  in 
th e  m arket.

— T h e  New Y ork W orld  speaks of th e  
“  tire ” of a  m a n ’s ear. W e s e e th e  irony  of 
th a t rem ark .

—D on’t play w ith 'tlie  devil whon you are 
young le st you have to  work for h im  when 
yod are  old.

—A co rresponden t w an ts  to  know  w hat to 
do w hen a  dog shows signs of hydrophobia. 
Clim b a tree.

— An E n g lish  w rite r says of m an n ish  girls 
th a t  he expects soon to  find th e m  try ing  to 
en te r the  arm y.

— T he h ab its  of fru it are pecu liar ; we have 
seen a ra is in  box, fig d rum  and  an  apple s tan d  
all day on th e  street.

— E v e ry th in g  is m ade to con tribu te  to  th e  
sustenance  of th e  A m erican people. E ven  the  
oyster h as  to  shell ou t.

-r-It is th e  easiest th in g  in  th e  w orld to 
discover all th e  grease spots in  a  m a n ’s coat 
w hen you don’t  like h im .

— Coal ©il has been discovered in  P e ru , and 
th e re  will, consequently , be a  dearth  of ser
v an t girls in  th a t  country.

— M ost any  grocer’s clerk can  sell a t least 
four b ran d s  of chew ing tobacco out of a pail 
h idden  u n d er th e  counter.

—No wom an should  ever give a p lum p “no ” 
to an  offer of m arriage. H old on to  even a 
poor one and  use it fo r bait.

— A tho rough  m an  of th e  world is one who 
can  shake h an d s  cordially w ith a  friend  whom 
he  has ju s t blackballed a t a  club.

— All th e  old jokes abou t A lfonso’s first 
wedding were w arm ed over and  did du ty  a 
second tim e for th e  la st few weeks.

— W hen a  boy becom es asham ed  to sit in  h is  
m o the r’s lap, he  is generally in  business for 
h im self—holding  som e one in  h is  lap.

—Young w riter—You have chosen an  ex
cellent nom de plum e  for your first effusion, 
“  E u rip id es,” for you rip  idees all to pieces.

—T he m ost fashionable jew elry is always 
th a t  which costs the  m ost m oney. P in  th is  
to  your sleeve and  i t  will save m any  in 
quiries.

— M agistra te—“ Your profession ?”  E leg an t 
m an — “ A rtis t in  h a ir .” M agistrate— “ E x 
press yourself m ore clearly—barber o r b rush- 
m aker ?”

— T he chief resem blance betw een a  locom o
tive and  a  euchre  p layer is, th a t  while one 
som etim es jum ps th e  track , the  o ther trum ps 
th e  jack.

— The o th e r day a barre l of hickory nu ts , 
addressed to P rince  Schw artzenberg, V ienna, 
A ustria, passed  th ro u g h  on th e  C anada 
Sou thern .

—T here  is a  difference, you m u s t know,
A tw ix t th e  Y ankee g irl an d  Greek,

T h e  one  she cha lk s  h e r  d a in ty  heel,
T he o th e r p a in ts  h e r  d a in ty  cheek. _

— T h e Sub-C om m ittee on engines is p re
p aring  its  rep o rt and  everyth ing po in ts  to  an 
in te res ting  tim e a t  th e  Council m eeting  M on
day n ight.

— “ If  th e  L o rd  sm iles on m e ,” declared an  
en thusiastic  young convert a t a  recen t m ee t
in g , “ I  care no t though  th e  whole world 
sn ickers.”

— A New Y ork brew er said  he could tell 
an  h onest m an  by looking in to  h is  eyes. R e
su lt : H is bookkeeper beat h im  out of $12,000 
in  one year.

— E very  word u tte red  in  th is  life is echoed 
in  th e  life to  come. In  th e  resurrection  we 
shall m eet th ese  echoes, and  they  will decide 
our fate forever.

—E very th ing  produces a fter its  k ind . Love 
begets love; offices of love, produces offices of 
love ; sm iles, sm iles ; gentleness, gen tleness ; 
activity, activity.

— “ C ouldn’t  you lend m e $5 ?” “ Yes, I  
could, b u t I  w on’t .” “ T hen  do you th in k  I  
w ouldn’t  pay you back?”  “ Yes, you would, 
b u t you couldn’t . ”

— S usan B. A nthony  can lecture  for th ree  
s tra ig h t hours in a hall, and  th en  go o u t and  
jaw a  bachelor fo r forty-five m in u tes  w ithout 
s tra in ing  her lungs.

— The best horse-shoer in  C edar Rapids, 
Ia ., is a  w om an aged 25. W hen a m ule kicks 
a t h e r he  finds h im self on h is  back and  can ’t  
te ll how it  was done.

— “ D ub lin”— No, i t  doesn’t  requ ire  a  m an 
w ith  a  car-load of b ra in s to  s tan d  beh ind  a 
hote l-counter, and  w ear an  alleged diam ond, 
and  n o t know anyth ing .

—L e t us, th e n , be up  and  clipping,
W ith  au  eye fo r every  j e s t ;

S till a-pasting , s till a-snipping,
F ill  ou r p a p e r  w ith  th e  best.

—If your h u sb an d  brings you hom e a  $66 
p a ir of fu r  cuffs, do n ’t  w orry for fear they are 
no t fashionable. You can wear them  a t e ither 
a wedding or a  funeral.

—Mr. E m il Cliff, of A nn Arbor, killed h im 
self w ith laudunum , w hen i t  would have been

cheaper and  m uch  b e tte r to throw  him self off 
th e  la s t h a lf  of h is  nam e.

—I t  is  announced  th a t  P rince  A lexander of 
B ulgaria  w rites for th e  new spaper. W onder 
if he m eets w ith  any  B ullv-garian  a trocities  
like Tom  B aine  out there .

— B urg lars  worked all n ig h t on a  safe in 
C ayuga, N .Y ., and  got sixty-five c en ts  for the  
job. T h ings  d on ’t  boom  h a lf as m uch  as 
som e folks try  to  m ake out.

—L aw yer (to w itness): “ D id you say th a t
an  incom peten t m an  could keep a  ho te l ju s t as 
well as anybody ?”  W itness : No, I  said an  
inn-experienced m an  could.”

“ You ju s t tak e  a  bo ttle  of m y m edicine,” 
said a  quack doctor to  a consum ptive, “ and 
you’ll never cough again .” “ Is  i t  so fa ta l as 
th a t  ?”  gasped th e  consum ptive.

— T he question  is n o t : “  W ill he love m e 
w hen th e  roses b loom  ?”  b u t : “  H as he  got a 
pacer and  cu tte r, and  will he  take  m e along 
w hen h e  goes to c lean  ou t th e  boys ?”

—F o u r p e r  cent, of th e  m en  in  th e  U nited  
S ta tes  a re  color-blind, and  wom en seem  to 
have only these  four-per-cents, in  m ind  w hen 
they  daub th e ir  faces w ith p a in t and  powder.

—W h at is  s ta tesm an sh ip ?” asks the  
Chicago Intcr-O ccan. S ta tesm ansh ip , we be
lieve, is th e  peculiar g ift som e m en  have of 
robbing  th e  G overnm ent w ithoutbeing caught.

— T he fash ion  of p u ttin g  650 b u tto n s  down 
th e  back of a  d ress has disappeared , b u t th e y  
now use 1,300 hooks and  eyes on th e  fron t, 
and  a  m a n  can ’t  lay up  a  dollar to  save h is  
life.

—W’hen  n ex t you h e a r  any  one rem ark  
th a t  you th  is  th e  sp ring-tim e of life, ju s t re 
m ind h im  th a t  sp ring  is  full of slush , m ud , 
snow, ra in  and  lickings for going to  the  first 
circus.

— II is sa id  if you sit down when assailed  by 
a ferocious dog th e  beast will no t touch you. 
B u t th e  judicious # ia n  will select as h igh  a 
seat as possib le—at th e  top  ©f a  ta li tree , for 
exam ple.

— W in te r  throw s away h alf its  s tren g th  to 
b luster. H e’d live ju s t  as long to send down 
seventeen feet of snow in  D ecem ber and  th en  
lay back  and  get ready  for h is  M arch how l
ing.

— Since silk, i t  h a s  been discovered, causes 
spontaneous com bustion , young m en  should 
never hug  a  g irl even in  a  dark  parlor w ithou t 
having  a  bucket of w ater w ith in  reach  of the  
sofa.

— W hy an  advance in  la rd  should  enhance 
th e  price  of b u tte r  is about as  difficult a 
problem  as th e  tru e  inw ardness of th e  con
nection  between th e  price of m ilk  an d  a  w ater 
fam ine.

— A n unknow n m an  was killed by th e  cars 
a t S tra tfo rd  th e  o th e r day. T he con ten ts  of 
liis pockets, six ty  cents an d  a pair of scissors, 
would ind icate  th a t  h e  was connected  w ith 
jo u rn a lism .|

—A dvertisers a t  th is  season of th© year 
should b’ear in  m ind  th a t  th e  S pectator has 
a la rger c ircu la tion  in  H am ilton  and  s u r 
round ing  tow ns an d  villages th a n  any  o ther 
paper. Nuff ced.

— W hen  th e  heel of a shoe has been pared 
down to the  size of a  kn itting-need le , the  
whole fem ale w orld will be h appy—very happy, 
and  in s tead  of th e  word “  g a it ”  you will see 
th e  term  “ wobble.”

— T he D etro it Free Press says one h a n d 
som e girl in  th e  coun try  will draw  m en  “ from 
a circle te n  m iles sq uare .” O ur esteem ed 
contem porary  appears to  hav© succeeded in 
“ squaring  a  c ircle.”

— T he idea of teach ing  a g irl m usic  because 
she m ay some day have to depend on herself 
is a good one. If  she h ad  to  depend on h e r
self and  know how to  m ake h e r own dresses 
it  would be outrageous.

— “ W hich side of th e  s treet do you live on, 
M rs. K ipple ?”  asked a  counsel c ross-exam in
ing  a  w itness. “ On e ither side. I f  you go 
one way, its  on th e  rig h t side ; if you go the  
o ther way, i t ’s on th e  le ft.”

— H e who travels  w ith  h is  eyes open can 
n o t fail to  see th a t  o thers , as  well as him self, 
have th e ir  discom forts and  draw backs, and 
he will th u s  be all th e  m ore disposed to m eet 
h is  own w ith a  b rave sp irit.

— C an any one tell, asks an  exchange, why 
a- d raym an  will wollop a barre l of m olasses 
a round  as if he w anted to  b u rs t every hoop, 
and  th e n  a lm ost b reak  h is  back to  lift a b a r
re l of b randy  to a  safe position.

— H ow is th is  for tone ?
She gave h e r  h au g h ty  h ea d  a  shake,
T h e  ca sto r o il refused  to  take.
W ith  an  a ris to c ra tic  sh rug  
C alled  i t  a  vile p le b ian  drug,
F i t  only  fo r  w orking people.

— A Philade lph ia  wom an swallowed $375 
in  greenbacks ra th e r  th an  let h e r grandson 
get ho ld  of th e  p ile and  have a  good tim e ; 
and  though  she was awful sick for th ree  days 
Providence carried h e r  th rough .

— “ Two ladies w ithout any  c h a ra c te r!” 
\yas th e  loud announcem ent of a  s tup id  u sher 
a t a fancy ball, who had  been told to announce 
persons in  th e  charac te r assum ed, and  who 
saw th a t  the  ladies were in  o rd inary  attire .

— T he com m on brow n owl’s head  is the  
fashion  of th e  m om ent for trim m ing  th e  side 
of hata, in s tead  of th e  pom pon, which has 
been so long p o p u la r ; an  owl’s head  is a b o  
fastened to th e  m uff which is worn w ith  the  
liat.

— All ou r exchange new spapers have th is  
singu lar paragraph  : “ T exasboasts  of a  m an
born  w ithou t a b ra in .”  Now, why should 
Texas boast of such an  everyday occurrence 
as th a t ?

— An adveitise r in  a  New York paper r© 
cen tly  dem anded “ a  good, strong  boy to work 
on bread  and  cake.” T he  advertiser got him  
— and  m ig h t have h ad  a  thousand  m ore for 
the  sam e job.

“ ’T is r a th e r  n e a t upo n  h e r  fee t 
A p a ir  of skates to  f in d ;

’T is r a th e r  d re a r  upon  h e r  ea r 
W hen  skates slip  u p  b eh ind .”

— Pressed  ferns m ake a  very nice tab le 
o rnam ent, b u t they won’t  save a single ounce 
of b u tte r w ith the  ch ild ren . A sm all picture- 
book a t each p la te  will answ er th e  purpose 
m uch be tte r.

—The leading character in  a new play in  a 
London th ea tre  a s k s :

'• O h ! w hile  she 
Is  w ife to  me,

Is  life w o rth  liv ine. Mr. M allock ?”

— A little  boy of four was sleeping w ith h is  
b ro ther, w hen h is  m o th e r s a id : “ W hy,
Tom m y, you are lying rig h t in  th e  m iddle of 
th e  bed ; w hat will poor H a rry  do ? ” “ W ell, 
m a ,” he  replied, “ H a rry ’s got bo th  sides.”

— “ N ever m ind  m e, save m y boy,” was 
w hat old Sam uel Mosely, a  m iner, yelled while 
buried  under a m ass of coal w ith h is  son a t 
W adesville sh aft, n ea r Pottsv ille , Pa. Tho 
boy was saved and  th e  old m an crushed to 
death .

— Jo h n  M ilton is th e  senior surgeon a t St. 
Jo h n ’s H ospital for th e  Skin, in  London. W e 
judge from  th is  th a t  th e  sale of J o h n ’s poems 
were no t a  success, an d  he h a s  abandoned 
the  poetical business for som ething m ore re 
m unerative .

— To be Sheriff of a  county in  E a s te rn  K en 
tucky a m an  w ants to be rig h t and  left 
handed , brave, w atchful, sleepless, enduring, 
and  have g rit enough to  s it down and  dig a 
bu lle t ou t of h is  leg w ith an  old jack-knife.

— “ How fa r,” asks an  exchange, “  will 
bees go for honey ?” T he answ er to th is  
conundrum  is unknow n to  us, b u t i t  is  a  well 
know n fact th a t  a bee will go m iles out of its 
way for th e  purpose of sting ing  a  barefooted 
boy on th e  heel.

— T he C incinnati Gazette  irreverently  per
pe tra ted  th e  following :

T h ere  w as au  old lady , V an C ott,
W ho m a d e  h e r  la s t  serm on so h o t 

T h a t th e  house to o k  afire,
And a  m a n  in  th e  cho ir 

C ried o u t in  h is  angu ish , y M ein G o t t !”
— T here  is g rea t com plain t up  in  M aine 

th a t  th e  Signal Service a t W ashington  doesn’t 
fu rn ish  them  w ith accurate  reports . A P o r t
land  m an  says a d ry  spell was indicated  one 
week, and he  had  m ore inv ita tions to  d rink  
th a t  week th an  he could possibly fill.

— T he strange  case is reported  from  Ohio 
of a m iddle-aged m an, well dressed and  well 
m annered , who has been try ing  for n ine 
m on ths  p ast to  rem em ber who he  is and 
w here he  lives— th u s  fa r w ithout success.

— One m o n th  in  th e  school of affliction is a 
big lesson, b u t if you w ant to  m ake a  m an 
feel m ean  enough to  chaw door-knobs off, 
lock him  up for two days a w itness in  an 
assau lt and  b a tte ry  case th a t  he don’t  know 
any th in g  about.

— Jo h n  B urroughs says in  Scribner : “ I
sm ile as  I  no te  th a t  th e  woodpecker proves a 
refracto ry  bird to  Lowell as well as E m erson  :

E m erson  rh y m e s  i t  w ith  b ea r,
Low ell rh y m es it  w ith  hear,
O ne m akes i t  w oodpeckair,
T h e  o th e r, w oodpekear.

— Sophron ia  M elissa was gliding down 
Jam es s treet the  o ther afternoon,w ith  a Derby 
h a t on and  carry ing  h e r h an d s  in  th e  pockets 
of h e r long u ls te r, w hen a  sm all boy ran  up 
and  said, “  Say, M iss, if yer had  a cigar now, 
you’d be all righ t, w ouldn’t you ?”

—“ ‘ F o u r  J a c k s !’ a  beard less y o u th  exclaim ed,
‘ Is a  h a n d  we a ll esteem s,

B u t ’ta in t  a  sh ad d er to  th is  ’ere,
B y  g u m ! I  h av e  g o t fou r queens.’

“B u t a  q u ie t m an n e red  g en tlem an  
W ho opened  n o t h is  lips,

E xposed  h is  l i t t le  ‘ ro y a l flush,’
A nd stow ed aw ay th e  chips.”

— E b en ezer E llio tt, th e  E n g lish  “ Corn 
law  rh y m e r,” had  th e  following opinion of 
C o m m u n is ts :
W h a t is a  C om m u n is t?  One w ho h a th  yearn ings 
F o r  equa l d iv ision  of u n eq u a l ea rn ings ;
Id le r o r bungler, o r bo th , h e  is w illing
T o  fo rk  o u t liis pen n y  an d  ta k e  u p  yo u r sh illing

— A young m an  who held a  loaded pistol to 
h is  head  and th rea ten ed  to  blow h is  b ra in s out 
un less th e  girl who had  refused  h im  would 
consen t to have h im , was coolly t«ld by the  
young lady he  would have to  blow some brains 
in to  h is  head  first. H e d id n ’t  blow.

—" Som o t l  e re  a re  w hom  glad fru itio n  
’N eath  th e  skies m ay  never bless,

Som e to  w hom  long-xu’ged p e titio n  
N e’e r  w ill com e th e  yea rned  fo r ‘yes.’’

“ W hy ? God k n ow eth—He le n d e th  
S tren g th  to  suffer tru s ting ly ,

W h a t H e see th  b es t H e sen d e th —
D in n a  w eary, b ide  a  wee.”

— T h e  N apanee Beaver  publishes a  black 
lis t showing up delinquen t subscribers. H ere 
is an  e x tra c t: “  M r. T hom as O’Neill, a  N apa
nee ta ilo r and  first-class Judas, h a s  betrayed 
ou r tru s t  to th e  ex ten t of $7 .”  Say, old fe l
low, how m uch do we owe you ? Send our 
account by  nex t m ail. F orgo t a ll abou t it, 
b u t i t ’s all righ t, you know.

—A den tis t in  B risto l,Y t., recen tly  received 
by m ail an  order for a  set of te e th , which 
read  as follows :— “ My m outh  is th ree  inches 
across, five-eighth inches th ro u g h  th e  jaw . 
Sum  hum m ocky on th e  edge. Shaped like a 
horseshoe, th e  fo rra rd . If  you w ant 
m e to  be m ore p a rtik la r, I  shall have to come 
th a r .”

— Old F a th e r  Taylor, of Boston, was a 
strong  and  far-seeing m an . S tand ing  on a 
hill-top  w hich over-looked th e  village he 
noticed six little  wooden boxes called m ee t
ing  houses, and  knowing th a t  th e re  were only 
as m any h u n d red  in h a b itan ts  in  th e  place 
said, sen ten tiously  :—“ Ah, I  see you have 
h ad  a  religious w ar h e re .”

—T h e re ’s one  th in g  th a t  I  love to  hear,
To  m e  ’tis  ever sweet,

A nd th a t  is n o th in g  m o re  o r less 
T h a n  a  b an d  on  th e  s tree t.

T h e re ’s one th ing , too, these  g irls sho u ld  do 
T h a t  we so o ften  m eet,

A nd th a t  is n o th in g  m o re  o r  less 
T h a n  ab a n d o n  th e  stree t.

— T here is a  G erm an society w hich rejoices 
in  th e  title  of th e  W orstenbroodm aatschap- 
pijen, tran sla ted , Sausage B read-M aker’s 
Society. T he  te st of m em bership  is th e  p ro 
nouncing  of the  nam e of th e  society w ith a 
piece of boarding house beef betw een th e  
tee th , w ithout reducing  i t  to sausage m ea t or 
breaking th e  cand idate’s jaw.

THE THREK BIRDS.
—I  said  to  th e  dove, T hou  ca n st fly above mo, 

Go w here  th e  corn  fields are,
A nd find  m e th e  flow er th a t  w ill m ake her 

love m e ;
T h e  dove s a id —’T is too  far.

I  sa id  to  th e  eagle, H eaven  is before thee.
H elp  m e t  w m  h e r  an d  d ie ;

Go fe tch  m e th e  fire of Jove, I  im p lo re  th e e  ;
T he eagle said—’Tis too  high.

I  sa id  to  th e  vu ltu re , T ear o u t a n d  devour 
H er love in  m y  h e a r t  ; to  lone fa te  

L eav e  on ly  w h a t h a s  escaped h e r  pow er ; 
T h e  v u ltu re  said—'T is  too  la te .

— A detective w ent down to A ldershot to 
search th e  ra n k s  of a  m ilitia  reg im ent for a 
c rim inal who was “ w anted .” (Jp and  down 
went th e  investigator, till a t la s t he  stopped 
opposite the  left-hand  m an  of th e  re a r lank , 
and  looked h a rd  a t h im . “  Come,”  said  the  
colonel, h is  d ign ity  and  esprit de corps n o t a 
little  offended, “  th is  can’t  be th e  m an  you 
w ant surely ? H e’s th e  best m an  I ’ve got 
in  th e  reg im ent. You don’t  m ean  to  say you 
know h im  ?” “  N o ,” replied  th e  detective
after a  pause ,” I  do n ’t —h e ’s th e  only m an  
in  th e  reg im ent I  do n ’t know, an d  I  was 
w ondering w here he  come from  !”

THE MILLER’S WOOING.
“ L ove m ea l little , love m e a l long,”

Sang th e  d u s ty  m ille r 
To h is  w h ea t a rt , and  h is  song 

D id  a  m a ize  a n d  th r i ll  h er.
“ B id  m e barley  hope ; O h ! give 

Me one g ra in  of co m fo rt ;
I  w ould o a t  on th e e  and  live 

H old ing  on  to  som e fort.
“ In  yo u r ryes now  love looks sh ine  ;

Thero  rice ce rea l p leasu re  ;
O h ! h om iny  joys a re  m ine 

F illin g  up  m y  m easu re .’
“ C am e th e  m a id en ’s co rn fu ll laugh 

A t th e  m ille r  faw ning,
“ You can  w innow  girl w ith  chaff—

S ir ! to  you  good m orn ing .”

A  F A T 1 L  BOX ON TH K  LAR .

(F rom  tho  P a ll M all G azette , Oct. 31.)

T he practice, w hich is sadly too prevalent 
am ong schoolm asters and  schoolm istresses of 
“ boxing the  ears” of th e ir  pupils, has been 
frequently  shown to  be a  dangerous one, and 
probably m any  m ore in ju ries re su lt from  it 
th a n  a re  ever heard  of or ever suspected. 
A blow on the  head  m ay easily  produce fa ta l 
in ju ries, and  a lesson on th is  po in t well 
w orth the  a tten tio n  of hasty-tem pered  teach 
ers is conveyed by th e  evidence given in  th is 
case of a m an Who was tried  th is week a t the  
C en tra l C rim inal C ourt for m anslaugh ter. 
The case, as th e  counsel for th e  prosecution 
tru ly  stated , was rem arkable in  .its surgical 
aspects. T he  deceased m an  was a ga te 
keeper a t  som e paper m ills a t W andsw orth. 
T he  prisoner w ent th e re  on the  25 th  of A u
gust to  seek em ploym ent. As he  was com 
ing ou t th e  deceased refused to  le t h im  pass 
th rough  a gate know n as th e  “ traffic g a te .” 
T he  prisoner, however, w atching h is  oppor
tu n ity , m anaged to pass th rough  th e  gate and 
as he d id  so th e  deceased kicked h im . T he 
p risoner th e n  s tru ck  th e  deceased, bu t w hether 
w ith h is  fist or open h a n d  was n o t clear. 
The deceased fell down, and a lthough h e  bled 
from  th e  m outh , was able to  give evidence 
against th e  prisoner on th e  8th  of Septem ber. 
H e died, however, on the  15th of th a t  m onth , 
h is death  resu lting  from hem orrhage caused  
by th e  severance of an  arte ry  in  th e  m outh , 
and  strange to say th e  a rte ry  had  been d i
vided by a  piece of fractured  bone, h is  jaw 
having been broken by the  blow he  had  re 
ceived from  th e  p risoner. T he  ju ry  having 
re tu rn e d  a verdict of guilty , th e  Judge  said 
th a t  he  would n o t inflict any pu n ish m en t in 
th e  case, b u t sim ply directed th e  prisoner to 
come up for judgm en t w hen called on. In  
the  m eantim o, th e  story slioWs th a t  a “ box 
on  th e  ear” m ay k ill a m an.

A SPU R IO U S  l\OKIiK.TlA!\.

Chief of Police G riffiths, of B rantford , is 
m aking a  diligent search for inform ation  con
cerning an  alleged scion of nobility , who is 
described on p rin ted  postal cards which are 
being d istribu ted , as “ a  young m an calling 
him self P lielian  C lin ton , who rep resen ts  h im 
self as a  nephew  of th e  D uke of Newcastle, or 
any o th e r’E ng lish  noblem an. H e is  27 years 
of age, 6 feet 2 or 3 inches in  height, fair com 
plexion, dark  brown ha ir , sm ooth face, wears 
low shoes and  legging from  th e  hab it, as he 
stated , acquired as a cavalry officer in  the  
B ritish  a rm y .” I t  is  ev ident th a t  th is 
P he lian  h as  been victim izing some people in 
B ran tfo rd . F rom  the  above descrip tion  the  
St. C atharines Journal is  of opinion th a t 
P he lian  is no o th e r th a n  a  certa in  L ord  A run 
del, who visited th a t  city two o r th ree  weeks 
ago, and  who tried  to  ra ise  th e  w ind for a 
tr ip  to New York by a  loan  of $20. All th is  
would seem  to ind ica te  th a t th e  indiv idual 
referred  to  is a  so rt of h igh-toned  beat. J

ENGLAND 'S  G R E A T  T A LK E R S ,

urioua Statistics ot Specclies and Words
Delivered by 'EngiiNli Statesmen and
their ost of Telegraphing.

A curious tab u la r a rrangem en t of th e  q uan 
tity  of w ords u tte red  by d is tingu ished  s ta te s 
m en has been pub lished  by one of th e  L o n 
don press agencies, sa^s th e  L ondon  D aily  
News. S ta tis tics  m ay  be m ade to  prove any
th ing , am ong o th e r th ings  th a t  M r. G ladstone 
is th e  m ost popular public speaker a t  p resen t 
living in  E ng land . P erhaps  we need no t go 
to  sta tistics  to  dem onstsate  th a t  ; b u t th e  
arithm etica l a rgum en t is popular ju s t now, 
and  w hy should no t we apply i t  to M r. G lad
stone if P rofeseor G eddes applies i t  to  Homer? 
The learned have taken  of la te  to  counting  the 
words, and  even th e  m etrical feet, in  th e  plays 
of Shakespeare and  th e  poem s of H om er. If  
th e  word “ dog,” for exam ple, occurs six ty  
tim es in  th e  “ Iliad ”  and  only th ir ty  tim es in 
the  “ Odyssey,”  i t  is  two to  one we are  told, 
th a t th e  sam e poet did n o t w rite bo th  of th e  
epics. And if M r. G ladstone speaks 215,000 
in  seven years o ratory , w hich words have 
been telegraphed to  th e  papers a t th e  cost of 
£724, while L ord  Beaconsfield has only u tte r
ed £468 w orth, or 90,300 words, Mr. G lad
stone, i t  m ay be said, is nearly  tw ice as m uch 
of a  speaker as th e  P rim e  M inister. B u t th is  
is th e  “ quan tita tive  estim ate” which ph ilos
ophy and  com m on sense assure  u s is th e  
easiest. I t  is n o t th e  m an  who ta lk s  longest 
th a t  is  th e  m ost effective speaker; bu t,again , 
th e  m an whose words a re  th o u g h t best of re 
porting  is certa in ly  th e  m ost popular orator. 
T here  can be no  doubt th a t  Mr. G ladstone 
occupies th is  position . T h e  sta tistics  con
ta in  facts enough for w orking purposes. T he 
tables cover th e  tim e from  Jan u a ry  1st, 1872, 
to October 1st, 1879, and  th u s  n e ith e r Lord 
Beaconsfield’s M ansion H ouse speech no r the  
re su lts  of Mr. G ladstone’s inn ings in  M id
lo th ian , can be added to  th e  score. I t  m ust 
also be rem em bered, w hen we estim ate  th e  
th e  q u an tity  of ta lk  which each o ra to r has 
u tte red , th a t  th e  opposition are com pelled to 
ta lk  m uch m ore th a n  th e  M instry . T he  op
position have no w eapons b a t  th e ir  tongues ; 
o rato ry  is th e  only in s tru m e n t by w hich they  
can influence events and  public opinion, 
M inisters, on th e  o tho r hand , a re  in  posses
sion of real power, and  need n o t reply m ore 
th a n  they  please to  th e ir  opponents.

CAPABILITIES OF SPEAKERS.
O ut of th© thirty-five m ost copious E nglish  
speakers th ree  can hard ly  be reckoned a t  p res
en t as p a rty  m en. L ord  D erby was on the  
C onservative side during  m ost of th e  period 
exam ined. So was L ord  C arnarvon, while 
Mr. Roebuck’s exact shade of pdfitical p re ju 
dice would be indicated ra th e r  by J . (for Jingo) 
th a n  by e ithe r L . or C. T h is leaves th irty - 
two speakers, and  of these  no fewer th an  
tw enty-one, or nearly  tw o-thirds, are liberals. 
We shall n o t allege th a t  th e  Conservative 
p a rty  a lm ost entire ly  consists of persons like 
Lord D alkeith , who is unrivalled  in  getting  
som e one else to  speak for h im . T he fact is, 
as we have said, th a t an  opposition m ust be 
com paratively active or i t  will exercise no in 
fluence a t  all. E asily  a t  th e  head  of the  
score, as has been observed, comes Mr. G lad
stone, w ith  th irty -fou r speeches, 215,000 
words and  telegraphic expenses to  th e  am ount 
of £724. I t  m ay  surprise  some readers to 
find th a t  Mr. B right, who for th re e  o r four 
years was unable to take  a  very active p a rt in  
politics, comes second on th e  lis t. H is 
speeches are tw enty-four, h is  words, 129,300, 
and  to telegraph h is  rem arks cost £571. I t  
m ust be kep t in  m ind  th a t Mr. B righ t is a l
ways reported  a t full leng th , while th e re  m ay 
be m ore copious speakers of bo th  political par
ties on whose lips reporters do n o t h ang  w ith 
such  anxious care. T hus th e re  is some in d i
cation of quality  as well as ot q uan tity  in  these 
s tatistics . I t  m ay be taken as proved th a t  an 
o ra to r whom no  one reports  is, however ex
cellent, no t ye t possessed of m uch  influence. 
A very fa ir th ird , a fte r Mr. B righ t, comes 
Lord Beaconsfield. He has m ade as m any 
speeches as the  d is tingu ished  m em ber from 
B irm ingham , bu t th en  he  has n o t u tte red  so 
m any words by nearly  40,000. Y et silence is 
so fa r from  being f  olden to te legraph  com 
panies, th a t  Lord Beaconsfield’s speeches cost 
(to report) only a little  m ore th a n  a  £100  less 
th a n  those of M r. B righ t. L ord  H arting ton  
ru n s  in to  th e  fo u rth  place, as  far 
as expenses go, b u t he has m ade one m ore 
speech th a n  M r. B righ t, and  h as  u tte red  23,- 
000 words m ore th a n  Beaconsfield. Yery 
close on L ord  H artin g to n  com es S ir  Stafford 
N orthcote, followed by M r. F o rste r, who has 
m ade thirty-tw o speeches, nearly  as m any  as 
Mr. G ladstone, b u t who lias never “ p u t on ” 
so m any words in  any  one inn ings. * M r. 
Cross, L ord  Salisbury, L ord  Derby, L ord  
Cranbrook and  S ir W illiam  H arcourt come 
next, in  th e  order of th e ir  nam es ; bu t i t  m ust 
be rem em bered th a t  they  are classified by ex
pense of telegraphy, no t by ex ten t of oratory. 
S ir W illiam  H arcou rt has spoken*nearly twice 
as m uch  as L ord  C ranbrook, b u t he h a s  cost 
£ 1  less to  report. These differences a re  not 
due to  any peculiar value a ttached  to  Tory 
u tte rances, or any difficulty in  te legraphing 
th em  (though L ord  Cranbro&k’s m ay seem 
ra th e r heavy to carry), but to  local a rrange
m en ts . I f  L ord  C ranbrook were thun d erin g  
a t Toberm ory or Saline th e  local supply of 
m a te ria l an d  of clerks m ight n o t be equal to 
the  occasion. And we presum e th a t  Lord 
Cranbrook m u st have harangued  to  som e be
n igh ted  yokels somewhere, while S ir W illiam  
H arcourt h a s  been speaking a t p laces like 
L iverpool and  Oxford. Am ong o th e r facts of 
in te res t it m ay be noted th a t  five speeches of 
Mr. Low e’s a re  nearly  as long as e ight of 
Lord  Cranbrook. Among m in o r curiosities of 
silence, ra th e r  th a n  of speech, i t  m aybe  noted 
th a t  L ord  S andon has b rought th e  te legraph  
com panies b u t £ 8 , while Mr. W . H . S m ith  
has only £12  w orth  of reporting . I t  wo,uid 
be quite  in  th e  style of S hakespearian  and  
H om eric w ord-counting critics to a rgue  th a t  
Mr. G ladstone is n inety  tim e th e  m a n  Loud 
Sandon is and  n inety  tim es as popu lar. B u t 
we leave such  frivolties to be learned.

T H E  E N G L I S H  R A C I N G  S E A S O N .

[F rom  th e  S porting  G a,zette,.Nov. 22.1
Tim© flies fast, and th is  evoning, w hen  th e  

cu rta in  drops a t K em pton P a rk , fla t racing  
will Be over for the year, and  for th e  nex t 
four m onths th e  bookm akers will h ave  am ple 
tim e to ta ttle  up  the ir w innings an d  bad  debts, 
while th e  p lungers wil}:h ave le isu re  to  brood 
over th e ir  losses, w hich, un less ru m o r is false, 
have been heavier th a n  u sual. Owners of 
large studs, on  th e  contrary , have h ad  a p ros
perous season, although a foreigner heads th© 
list, C ount L agrange having £24,568 placed 
to  h is  credit a t  W eatherby’s, w hile L o rd  F a l
m outh  is close behind h im  w ith  a  to ta l of 
£23,56©£, principally  co n trib u ted  by Chari- 
b e rt and  W heel of F o rtu n e . R ayon d ’Or is 
far in  fron t of either of th em , £17,947 being 
a  very large sum  to  ob ta in  by th e  a id of a 
horse, th a t, a lthough no  beau ty  to  look a t, is 
certain ly  a  good on© to  go, ye t by no  m eans 
th e  anim al th a t would be selected as a  C rich 
ton  to perpetuate  th e  equine race, voted, as he 
has been  by the  critics, a giraffe and  a  three- 
cornered b ru te , possessing nearly  every fau lt 
th a t can be found in  a  th o ro u g h b red ; ye t even 
those who would de trac t from  h is  m e rits  m ust 
confess th a t  h is  speed is g reat, and  if offered 
by auction i t  is  probable th a t  he  would realize 
five figures. A lthough foaled in  F rance  the  
hero  of the  season can boast of E n g lish  blood, 
h is  sire, Flageolet, being by an  E ng lish  
horse, P lu tu s , while h is  m other, A raucaria, a 
daughter of Am brose and  P ocahontas, was 
to r years in  Mr. N aylor’s stud , and  i t  required  
a  large check to tran sfe r h e r to  C ham an t, 
where she has proved a  m ine  of w ealth , hav
ing  produced Cam elia, C h am an t and  Rayon 
d :Or, who have betw een th em  carried  from 
th ir ty  to  forty th o u san d  pounds in  stakes 
alone across th e  C hannel. U nfortunate ly , 
E. glish breeders, w ith  few exceptions, a re  a l
ways willing to p a rt w ith th e ir  good m ares to 
foreigners, and  to  th is  cause we m u s t a t t r i 
bute  th e  reverses we have suffered from  a 
K isber a nd  R ayon d ’Or.

T h a t from  good m ares we are  en titled  to  
expect good resu lts  is p a te n t from  th e  po
sition occupied th is  year by L ord  F a lm o u th , 
whose W heel of F o rtu n e , a  w inner th is  season 
of £12,075, which would have been greatly  
increased had  she been  kep t sound , is th© 
daugh ter of Q ueen B erth a , an  O aks w inner

herself, and  also th e  m o th e r of Spinaway, 
th a t  followed in  her footsteps. T h e  value of 
such  m atrons as those w hich have con trib 
u ted  to  L ord  F a lm o u th ’s success is incalcul
able and  proves th© th eo ry  we have always 
m ain ta ined , th a t  breeders shou ld  as fa r as 
possible select th e  best m ares for th e ir  
harem s. W ith o u t going in to  actual figures 
we believe th e  th ird  place in  th e  lis t is  occu
pied by th e  ®uk© of W estm in iste r, whose 
three  two-yeor-olds B end Or, D ouranee and 
E vasion , have con tribu ted  £12,293, and  i t  is 
exceedingly gratify ing  to  find so thoroughly  
popular a spo rtsm an  as H is G race in  th is  
favorable position . The first nam ed  is a 
hom ebread colt by h is  celebrated D oncaster, 
an d  th e  tw o fillies, D ouranee an d  Evasion, 
were bough t a t  auction.

Public breeders can n o t only p o in t w ith 
pride  to  th is  useful p a ir of fillies, b u t also to 
th e  success w hich h as  a ttended  th e  M arquis 
of Anglesea, who h as  obtained  a  h igh  p in 
nacle am ong w inning  ow ners entire ly  by h is  
two-year olds, bought a t M essrs. T a tte rsa ll’s 
sales ; an d  i t  is  a  great feat to sell two horses, 
as  he has done, for 13 ,000guineas, and  o thers  
for large sum s fa r beyond th e ir  original cost, 
and  th e  good judgm en t of th e  tra in e rs  who 
selected these  youngsters  is a  con trast to th a t 
of those who are annually  giving large sum s, 
yet ra re ly  get a  youngster th a t  can  earn  its 
salt, a lthough  th is  year th e  various breeding 
estab lishm ents have tu rn ed  ou t a  g rea t m any 
w inners—quite  as  m any  in  proportion, as p r i
vate  s tu d s—and  th e  curiosity  of th e  season is 
the  fact of L ord  F a lm o u th  having such a  weak 
lo t of two-year-olds.

G erm any, who threw  down th e  gaun tle t 
la s t year w ith  K incsem , has done b u t little  
w ith us in  1878, and  those h igh  priced y e a r
lings sold to years ago a t C obham  proved ab 
solute failures. R ussia  has sen t u s no th in g  
th is  season to  com pete, b u t one of h e r  princes, 
who is m ost popu lar a t N ew m arket and  in  
tu rf  circles, has don© w onderfully  well w ith 
M ask and  o thers, as has M r. L orilla rd , whose 
Parole, G eraldine an d  Pappoose have m ade 
our A m erican cousins fran tic  w ith  delight, 
and  w© m ay  expect a  fresh  lot 
of horses for th e  new  cam paign. T hey 
have, how ever, failed to find a  cup cham pion 
to com pare w ith  Mr. G re tto n ’s Isonom y, who 
has achieved w hat no one an im al ever did 
before, th e  w inning in  one season o fth e  Ascot 
Q ueen’s Yase, th e  Gold Cup, th e  Goodwood 
Cup, th e  B righ ton  Cup and  th e  D oncaster 
Cup. W ell h a s  he defended B ritish  in te res ts  
again st a ll com ers, an d  no  one b e tte r de
serves success th a n  h is plucky ow ner, who 
has frequen tly  been defeated, ye t comes 
up  fresh  each  year and spends tho u san d s in  
horseflesh.

Am ong tra in e rs , M atthew  D aw son and  
Tom  Jen n in g s  can show a  ra re  balance sheet, 
as can b ro th e r Joe, R obert Peck , B lan ton , 
Jo h n  P o rter, and  o thers ; b u t F red  A rcher is 
again  well a t th© lis t of w inn ing  jockeys, and, 
although  a  heavy lad  now, can  boast of a 
score of nearly  or quit© tw o h u n d red  wins, 
such as non© have ever show n before, for 
th ree  years in  succession. H orses, tra in e rs  
and jockeys a re  now fully  en titled  to  some 
rest, and  le t us hope th a t  1880 will sh ine  
fo rth  as th e  b rig h tes t page in  o u r tu r f  h is
tory .

T H E  F L A X  CR OP.

A (failure this Vear—Very L. it tie XKreadth 
Sown.

(St. Thom as Times.)
A Times  rep o rte r called upon M r. W m . 

K eith , of th e  S t. T hom as flax m ill, yesterday , 
and  g leaned a  few p articu la rs  respec ting  th e  
crop of 1879. M r. K eith  says th e  crop shows 
a  decided falling off from  1877 and  1878. In  
these  years th e  re su lts  were d isappoin ting , 
and  as a  consequence th e  fa rm ers sowed bu t 
a  sm all b read th  th is  season—n o t m ore th a n
3,000 acres a ll to ld  in  O ntario , w hereas in  
1877 i t  was four tim es as m uch . T he  yield 
th is  year will be abou t e igh t bushels  to  the 
acre. T he q u an tity  of seed h as  been 
about 20,000 bushels , and  th e re  will be, w hen 
scu tch ing  is  fin ished , from  240 to  2^0 tons 
of flax, ag a in st 900 to n s  in  1877. T h e  yield 
of coarse and  fine tow will no t 
exceed 200 to n s , w hereas i t  was fo r
m erly 1,600. T h e  flax is a  very  fa ir  crop 
th is  year, being  well ro tted , th e  season 
having  been favorable fo r th a t  purpose. T he 
flax was as a ru le  th in , b u t  th e  straw  yielded 
a  fa ir percentage of fibre. T he  p rice during  
th e  p a st y e a r  h a s  been  lower th a n  know n 
du ring  th e  p revious tw e n ty  years. M any of 
th e  m ills have been closed u n ti l  th e  tim es 
becom e m ore auspicious for th e  industry . 
T he  S t. T hom s m ill, how ever, h a s  been  kept 
busy, th e  acreagre  sown in  th is  neighborhood 
n o t showing as g rea t a  fa lling  off as in  some 
o th e r localities. E x ten s iv e  sh ipm en ts of tow 
are now  being  m ade  to  th e  C ounty of W ater
loo, and  also th e  S ta te  of In d ian a . Between 
te n  and  twelve h an d s  have been constan tly  
em ployed, a n d  th e  p rop rie to r is satisfied th a t, 
n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  series of rebuffs th e  ex
pe rim en t of cu ltiv a tin g  an d  m anufac tu ring  
flax h a s  m e t w ith , th a t  m ore prolific crops 
and  o th e r favorable c ircum stances w ill, ere 
long, lead  to  th e  extensive adoption  of th e  
best app liances fo r m aking  th e  goods W3 now 
im port.

R U N N IN G  A  N E W S P A P E R .

T he following e x trac ts  are from  an  article on 
th is  su’oject in  th e  M ilton Champion : —

“ W e have recen tly  h e a rd  so m any  crude 
an d  p ecu lia r ideas expressed by  w ell-m ean
ing  people  regard ing  th e  objects a  pub lisher 
h a s  in  is su in g  a  new spaper an d  th e  sources 
from  w hich he  derives h is  rem unera tion  th a t 
w© th in k  a  little  in fo rm ation  on th e  subject 
m ay  be in te re s tin g  and  useful to  some of our 
readers. I t  appears to  be th e  general opinion 
am ong  subscribers  to a  weekly paper th a t  the  
am o u n t received in  subscrip tions is  am ple re 
paym en t for th e  troub le  and  m oney expend
ed in  its  pub lication  and  th a t  he who for some 
real o r im ag inary  offence says ‘stop  m y p aper’ 
inflicts a  heavy a n d  lasting  p un ism en t upon 
th e  pub lisher. I t  should be understood , th en , 
th a t  th e  cash  expend itu re  for one year upon 
a p roperly  conducted  jo u rn a l w ith 1,000 sub 
scribers is from  $1,500 to  $2,000, while the 
pub lishe r is fo rtu n a te  if he receives 5800 in 
subscrip tions du ring  th e  year, having to  de
pend  on job work and  advertising  to m ake up 
th e  loss and  keep h im  in  bread  and  b u t
ter. * * W e have been  asked to  in sert
a 15 advt. of ‘ farm  for sal©’ g ra tis  because, 
th e  advertiser was a  subscriber * * We
once th rea ten ed  a  m an  w ith a  su it who owed 
us for several year#’ subscrip tion . H e  is  a 
m erch a n t an d  lum ber dealer and  w hen he 
cam e in  to  pay us said th a t  th e  p aper was of 
no use to h im  b u t he  ju s t  took i t  to  help us 
along. W e to ld  h im  i t  would n o t take m any 
h undred  such friends as he  to ru in  us b u t 
if th e  ru le  worked bo th  ways we w ouldn’t 
m ind  ta k in g  a few th o u san d  feet of lum ber 
from  h im  gra tis  ju s t  to  help  h im  along * 
* E very  indiv idual and  corporation  should 
u n d e rs tan d  th a n  th e  m an  who undertakes 
th e  publication  of a new spaper does so in  the  
hope of m aking  h is  liv ing  o u t of it .  H e pays 
th e  price of a farm  for th© p la n t and  it 
is  to  h im  w hat th e  fa rm  is  to  th e  farm er. I t  
costs h im  m ore p e r in c h  fo r m anagem ent 
th a n  a  fa rm  does per acre, a n d  he  who asks 
th e  pub lisher to  give h im  space of one inch 
for a  g ra tis  puff, w rite  it, set i t  up  and  p u b 
lish it, m igh t go w ith th e  equal assurance 
and  justice  to  a  fa rm er and  say, * Give me 
a n  acre of y o u r fa rm  for a  year ; p la n t i t  w ith 
som ething  th a t  will yield m e heavy  p ro 
fit, take good care  of i t  till th e  stuff is m a 
tu red  and  I  w ill com e and  g a th e r th e  p ro 
ceeds.’ ”

— T h e  S ydney  M orning H era ld  of October 
1 repo rts  th a t  th e  steam er S trah leven , de
signed to  te s t  th e  possibility  of conveying 
frozen  m ea t from  A ustra lia , is  to  leave Syd
ney  fo r L o n d o n  abou t the  m iddle of N ovem 
ber. S he will take from  Sydney 600 carcasses 
of beef, 200 of m u tto n  and  a  q u a n tity  of wool, 
and  fill up  sim ila rly  in  M elbourne.

—“  M aria,”  observed M r. H olcom b, as he 
was p u ttin g  o n  h is  c lo thes, “  th e re  a in ’t  no 
pa tch  on  th em  breeches y e t.” “  I  can ’t  fix it 
now , no  way. I ’m  too  bu sy .” “ W ell, give 
m e th e  p a tch  th e n , a n ’ I ’ll carry i t  around 
w ith  m e. I  don’t  w an t people to  th in k  I  
c a n ’t  afford th e  c lo th .”

A  R G L 1 G I U V  F R A U D .

From Our Popular SMine Series.
(S lab tow n G azette.)

CHAPTER I.
In  a  com fortably fu rn ished  office in  town 

sa t a  m an  of m iddle age, im m ersed  in  busi- 
ness. H e was in ten tly  investigating  th e  books 
of th e  firm . As he  glanced over th e  pages 
and  noted  the  cash  re tu rn s  h is  coun tenance  
changed and  he  hastily  sum m oned  th e  m a n 
ager. “ I  see,” said M r. S kinem  to h is  faw n
ing  follower, “ th e re  has been q u ite  a  falling 
off in  the  receipts of th e  ia s t m o n th ; they  
don’t  foot up  by som e hu n d red s  as h igh  as 
th e  previous m o n th .”

“ Y es,” said th e  m anager, “ th e re  is some 
difference ; trad e  is som ew hat slack, everyone 
is com plain ing , b u t 1 have no  doubt th ings  
will take a  tu rn .”

“  Yery tru e ,” said  M r. S k inem , “ b u t we 
can ’t  afford to  lose m oney. W e m u s t try  and  
keep th e  receip ts ahead, n o t le t th e m  fall be
h ind . You m u s t try  th e  old p ian , reduce th e  
working expenses, cu t down th e  salaries  of 
the" clerks, and  c u rta il ill all d ep artm en ts . 
M ost of these  c lerks a re  overpaid an d  nu t on 
as m uch  sty le  as I  do. I t  do n ’t  do to le t 
som e people have m oney. T hey go to tlie 
devil head long .”

“ I ’m  a fra id ,” said  th e  m anager, “ they  will 
hard ly  s tan d  a  fa r th e r  reduction . T hey 
grum bled  loudly  a t  th e  la s t and  will be very 
ap t to  kick a gainst i t . ”

M r. S kinem — “ L e t ’em  kick. T im es are 
h a rd  ; we can  ge t all th e  clerks we w ant for 
less wages. T he  w in ter is com ing on  and 
s itu a tio n s  are scarce. T hey  m ay growl a 
liittle , bu t h a lf a  loaf is  b e tte r th a n  no  bread . 
W hy, you can  get m en  for h a lf no th ing . I 
had  a  m an  w orking in  m y g arden  for a m onth  
for h is  boa^rd, and  a  good h o n est w orker he 
was. I  gave h im  50 cen ts  w hen he le ft ju s t 
to help h im  along. N ever m ind  th e ir  ob
jecting . W e m u s t cu t down th e  expenses.

The m anager tu rn ed  to m ake a rran g e 
m en ts  for carry ing  o u t th e  selfish pro jects of 
h is  superio r w hen M r. Skinem  rem arked, 
“ If  M r. Cabriole, of the  coach factory, calls, 
te ll h im  I  w ish to  seem  him  particu larly . 
M rs. S. w an ts  to  have th e  fam ily  carriage re 
v arn ished , th e  silver p la ting  renew ed aud  the  
whole trim m ed  w ith  the  best m a te ria l he can 
get. I  have purchased  th a t  crack span  of 
greys I  was te lling  you abou t for one th o u s 
an d  d o lla rs ; i t ’s a  h igh  figure, b u t th ey ’ll 
ta k e  th e  sh ine  ou t of any th ing  in  tow n.”

W hile th is  conversation  was tak in g  place 
a n  old wom an had  en tered  th e  store and  was 
stand ing  in  th e  w areroom . H er wardrobe, 
though  scan ty , w as n e a t and  c lean . T here  
was abou t h e r  th a t  a ir of q u ie t m eekness th a t 
com es from  p a tie n t suffering, long endured. 
H er th in , m eagre face and  shrivelled hands 
testified  to th e  fact th a t  h e r life had  n o t been 
an  idle one. As she looked round  nervously 
a  clerk approached and  said, “ W hat can I  do 
for you, m a’am  ?”

“ I  wish to  see th e  p rop rie to r,” she said. 
T h e  clerk w ent off an d  M r. Skinem  m ade h is  
appearanee. Seeing th e  old w om an, aud  
im agin ing  she was abou t to  appeal for charity , 
he said in  a  snappy m anner, “ W hat do you 
w ant ?” L ay ing  a  bundle  on th e  counter 
she said  in  a feeble and  trem u lous  tone, “ I  
have b rough t back som e p a n ts  w hich your 
forem an objected to th e  la st tim e I  was here. 
I  h ave tried  to  do th em  as well as I  could. I  
should have them  done sooner bu t my h ealth  
has been very bad of la te . My s igh t is no t so 
good as i t  was and  I  am  n o t as q,uick a t th e  
work as I  used  to  be, b u t I 
m ust strive to  live. I f  you could 
give m e a little  m ore for them , I  should  feel 
m uch  obliged to you. I  have h a rd  work to 
get along. I  do n ’t  know w hat I  should have 
done lately , h a d  i t  no t been fo r one of your 
clerks, a  k indly  young m an , who tru s ted  me 
w ith  a few yards of stuff and  gave m e 50 
cents to  get som e little  necessaries.”

M r. S .— “ Indeed  ! H e is very liberal with 
m y goods, giving them  ou tru s t  and money 
too. I  should no t wonder if the m oney was 
m ine too. I  m u s t see to it, th a t  th is  k ind  of 
business m u s t be s topped.” T ak ing  from  th e  
bundle a  pa ir of p an ts  he stra ined  a t the  
s titches till som e of th em  gave way, and  
tw itching savagely a t th e  b u tto n s  som e of 
which cam e off in  h is  han d s, he tossed  them  
back and said in  a  sneering m an n er : “ How
do you th in k  I  can pay for such  work as th a t?  
You had  b e tte r take them  back and  do them  
over. I  can ’t  afford to  pay 20 cents for 
p an ts  and  have the m  come to pieces* in  m y 
hands. W e w ant value for our m oney, and 
we always give i t  w hen we can  afford to. 
W e will pay you for th em  when you finish 
th em .”

M r. S. walked to h is  office with th e  a ir  of a 
m an  who had  given som e valuable m oral a d 
vice, while th e  old wom an cast a  pleading, 
hopeless look a t  h is  re trea tin g  figure and 
to tte red  sadly ou t. H ard ly  had  she regained 
th e  s treet w hen th e  office bell rang  violently, 
and  Mr. Skinem  told th e  boy to  send  up the 
clerk whom th e  old w om an h a d  m entioned. 
As he  en tered  th e  office M r. Skinem  said  : 
“  W ho has given you orders to  tru s t  every 
Tom , Dick or H arry  th a t  comes to m y estab 
lish m en t.”

Clerk .— “  I  don’t  tru s t fn y o n e  th a t  I 
know of.”

Mr. S .— “  D on’t  tru s t  anyone, eh ! W hy, 
an  old wom an who h a s  ju s t  gone ou t says you 
have tru s ted  h e r  w ith  goods. I f  you tru s t 
h e r th e re  is no th ing  to h in d er you from  tru s t
ing  anyone you p lease .”

Cl er k .—“  I t  was a  m ere trifle and she will 
pay it. She is thorough ly  honest. If  n o t, I  
w ill pay i t  m yself.”

M r. S.— “ You seem to have p len ty  of 
m oney to  give away. She says you gave her 
m oney. Your salary, though  good, w on’t  a f
ford th is  liberality . I t  looks suspicious, to 
say th e  least. I  do n ’t  w ant m en  who tru s t 
m y goods and  th e n  deny it, or who give 
m oney w hen they  do n ’t have i t  to  spare. You 
had  b e tte r see th© cash ier and  get th e  ba l
ance of your sala ry .”

Clerk .— “  I  hope, sir, th a t you don’t  m ean 
to  in s in u a te  th a t  I  am  tak ing  w hat don’t  be
long to m e. As to giving th e  old wom an 
tru s t, i t  was only 25 cents w orth , w hich you 
can deduot from  m y wages. I  am  su re  if 
you were to see th e  w retched way in  which 
the poor old c reatu re  has to  live, or the 
m iserable p ittan ce  she gets, you would no t 
blam e m e for giving h e r a  pa ltry  50  cents.

M r. S .— “ So 37ou th in k  she gets a m iser
able p ittance, eh 1 I t ’s as m uch  as they  pay 
elsew here. I  am  no t going to  be dictated to 
by you. I  w an t m en whom  I  can  tru s t, aud 
who prefer to a tte n d  s tric tly  to m y business, 
an d  n o t to th e  business of o thers , 1 ou can 
go. I  do n ’t w ant your services any  longer. 
And so th e  clerk ended h is  connection 
w ith M r. Skinem , and  so we end  th is  chapter.

CAAPTER II.

T he  ligh ts  were b u rn in g  b rillian tly  in  the 
gorgeously decorated  church  in  Long-face 
s q u a r e ; the  frescoed ceilings, th e  richly 
carved p illars, th e  gilded cornices, an d  the  m ag
nificent organ looked g rand  in  the  blaze of gas 
th a t  s tream ed  from  th e  highly  o rna te  ch an 
deliers. Soft cushions filled th e  r ich  pews, 
an d  th e  finest of B russels carpet covered the  
floors and  p u lp it p latform  and  lined  the  
aisles. W ealth  seem ed to hover w ith  golden 
w ings and  fill th e  very tem ple w ith its  p re s 
ence, while every su rround ing  added to the  
solid com fort of those lowly followers of H im  
who had  no t whereon to lay H is head . B u t 
th is  superfluous show was tm ly  a delusion, 
and  th is  seem ing pagen try  was a th o rn  th a t 
goaded th e  ten d er consciences of th e  faithfu l. 
T he  black shadow of debt, like Poes Raven, 
perched upon th e  door of the sanc tuary  and 
its  m elancholy croakings m ingled w ith the  
prayers of th e  parson. S® it  cam e to pass th a t 
th e  office bearers  of the  church  took qouiiciI 
how they  should fr ig h t th is  unholy  tiling  from 
th e ir  m idst. A m ighty  m an  of Israel, who 
dw elt in  G otham , was besought by th e  offer 
of a goodly sum  to come to th e  help of th e  
L o rd  against th e  m ighty . T he Rev. Zach- 
a riah  Forcepum p, the  m o s t no ted  d rum m er 
in  th e  a rm y  of th e  cross, th e  forlorn  hope 
of deb t-stranded  congregations, th e  g rea test 
financial thum bscrew  of the  church , had a r 
rived in  order to  sham e these dilatory 
C hris tians  in to  cancelling th e ir  unncessary 
indebtedness. T he church was crowded. The 
tex t was to th e  point. T he flail of gospel 
au th o rity  was hand led  in  the  freest m anner, 
w hile th e  golden w heat was being th rashed

ou t of th e  brow -beaten congregation. T he 
rev. gen tlem an  k ind ly  fu rn ish ed  an  u n lim 
ited  q u an tity  of chaff. F ro m  fla tte ry  to 
personal inuende, all th© ad juncts  of coercion 
were b rough t in to  play to  swell th e  stakes in  
th is  g rand  religious gam© of bluff. Over 
$20,000 were subscribed by those p resen t and  
Mr. Skinem , whose n a tu ra l selfishness u n 
checked by public judgm en t could tak e  the  
la s t cent from  th e  earnings of poor h u m a n 
ity , subscribed th e  m agnificen sum  of $5,Cjf) 
u n d e r th e  p ressu re  of th is  unhallow ed JE - 
citem ent. T he Rev. Forcepum p was h igjfty  
successful ; he  had  done h is  work nobly ; h e * ^  
had  fa ith fu lly  e arned  his pay ; he had in  a 
few hours  accom plished w hat lov© for C hris t 
had  failed to accom plish for years, and  while 
th e  a lta r was heaped w ith these  vain-glorious 
offerings of van ity  th e  poor w orked on, half 
paid an d  h a lf fed. B u t why m ake a  fuss 
abou t th e  poor ? T he incubus of debt had  
been lifted  from  th e  church  and  th e  m em 
bers fe lt too happy  to  le t any  trifles in terfere  
v/ith th e ir  b uoyan t feelings of relief. N oth
ing  m akes a  m an  so happy, or adds to h is  
stock of happ iness, like tru e  religion. So 
th o u g h t these  people, so to  fin ish  the  good 
work a  series of revivals were held  to purge 
away any  of th e  leaven of world ly-m inded- 
ness w hich m igh t have crept in to  th e  m inds 
of those who had  been forced in to  giving 
th rough  the  m esm eric influence of public 
opinion, and  whose lim ited  incom es rebelled '1 
a t such innovations. F o rem ost in  th e  good 
work was the  Rev. M r. F la reu p , a  noted  re 
vivalist. H e h a d  heard  of th e  h igh 
s tand ing  of M r. Skinem , h is  great 
wealth and  h is  handsom e donation 
to the  church . H e was an  a rd en t adm irer of 
such C hris tian  p h ilan trophy  and  yearned  to 
w ards th is  b ro ther in  th e  L ord . A t one of 
those m eetiugs, a fte r telling th a t  th e  effectual 
ferven t p rayer of a  righ teous m an  availeth  
m uch, and  referring  in  eulogistic te rm s to Mr. 
Skinem  as a. w orthy disciple of h is  M aster, he 
called upon th is  dear b ro th e r Skinem  to lead 
in  prayer, w hen th a t  gen tlem an  conde
scended to favor th e  m eeting  w ith th e  follow
ing characteristic  specim en of th e  reviving in 
fluence of lip w orship : “ O God, we th a n k
T hee for the  rich  ou tpouring  of T hy spirit. . 
We th a n k  T hee th a t  T hou  h a s t sen t T hy ser
v an t am ongst us and th a t  there  is a  shak ing  
am ong the  d ry  bones. M ay T h y  sp irit touch 
th e  ha rdened  s in n er and  soften h is  stony  
heart. W e th a n k  Thee th a t we have seen th e  
e rro r of ou r ways and  th a t we have found sal
vation. O, come down w ith  g rea t power an d  
fill our souls w ith T hy glory. I  th a n k  Thee,
O Lord , th a t  Thou hast blessed m e a b u n d an t
ly w ith  th is  world’s goods. M ay we be ever 
ready to  spend our s tren g th  and  substance in  
th e  cause of C hrist. M ay th e  poor and  needy 
receive help of T hee from  w hence com eth all 
aid. O, p ity  th e ir  s in fu l condition and  com 
fort them  w ith T hy  presence. O L ord , con
tin u e  to prosper T hy  church  ; carry  on  the  
good work. B less T hy hum ble  servan t as 
Thou h a s t done in  th e  past. M ay I  he%a 
tow er of s tren g th  in  Z ion an d  a  s h i e l d ^ A S  
buckler to th e  oppressed. M ay those who 
suffering th rough  w ant o r affliction be fecT 
w ith th e  sp iritua l m anna . O, tem per th e  wind 
to the  shorn  lam b. Teach u s to  feel for th e  
wretched and  cast down, for T hou  h a st said, 
‘In asm u ch  as ye do i t  un to  th e  least of these , 
my b re th ren , ye do it uu to  m e .’ F ill us w ith  
h u m ili ty ; take  away our proud, stubborn  
hea rt and give us hearts  of flesh. Give us 
every needed blessing, guide u s and  keep us 
and  a t la s t bring  u s  to  T hy  k ingdom , for 
C hrist’s sake, am en .”

The p rayer was a m asterp iece of stereo
typed hypocrisy, which, a fte r being in te r 
spersed w ith  num erous Ohs and  Ahs and! 
swelling to  a to rre n t of sound, died away like 
the  d is ta n t wail of a re trea ting  tom  cat, and  a  
refreshing  silence reigned. As th e  p rayer of 
.Skinem  w ent up, th e  sighs of d istress riven  
from  th e  deep angu ish  of hopeless poverty, 
which th e  selfishness of such whitew ashed 
sepulchres tends to  nou rish , went u p  also to 
the  th rone  of H im  and  appealed in  th e  la n 
guage of th e  ap o stle : “  Behold th e  h ire  of the  ■ 
laborers th a t have reaped down your v ine
yard , w hich is of you kept back by fraud  crie th  
and  th e  cries of them  th a t  have reaped have 
entered  in to  th e  ears of th e  L oid of S abao th .”  
W hy do no t these  reverend gentlem en, w ho 
s tra in  th e ir  energies to lif t th e  increasing  load 
of debt from  th e  gilded tabernacle, try  to  lif t 
th e  veil of h idden m isery  th a t  sh rouds th© 
Wretched fortunes of th e  poor, kept in  th e  suf
fering  bonds of poverty by the  sm all souled 
selfish policy of those  w ho m ake a  business of 
religion to flaun t th e ir  w ealth  on hypocritical 
glory? “ W oe u n to  h im  who bu ilde th  h is  
house by fraud  and  h is  churches by  w rong ; 
th a t  u se th  his ne ighbor’s service w ithout 
wages and  giveth h im  n o t for h is  w ork.”

K N G L I ^ J l  RlT* E  R S  ON R E D  
K B V E B t.

(F rom  th e  L ondon  E cho , Nov. 23.)
To-m orrow  th e  E n g lish  fa rm ers who were1 

sen t ou t to C anada, a t  the  instance  a n d  at 
th e  expense of th e  D om inion  G overnm ent, to  
“ spy ou t th e  land  ”  on behalf of certa in  
te n an t farm ers in  th e  n o rth e rn  counties of 
E ngland , are expected to arrive  a t  L iverpool. 
They will p resen t a favorable rep o rt of th© 
country  generally, bu t especially will they  ad 
vise th e  em igration  of sm all cap italists  to the 
young and  exceedingly fertile  jProvince of 
M anitoba. The Red R iver V alley, w hich i' 
included in  M anitoba, prom ises to b e c o m e ^  
a very  sh o rt tim e one @f th e  g rea test w h S L  
producing regions of the  A m erican con tinen t, 
and  tho  wise a lte ra tions recently  m ade, by au 
order in  Council of th e  C anad ian  G overnm ent, 
in  the  conditions upon  w hich homeste'ads 
may be acquired upon lan d  contiguous to the  
proposed “ C anada Pacific R ailw ay,” will con
trib u te  to th a t resu lt. F a rm s  of 160 acres 
are to be g ran ted  free to settlers 
on the  condition  of a  th ree  y ears’ 
occupancy an d  cu ltivation , and  add i
tional lots of 160 acres m ay be purchased , in  
addition, a t prices varying’ from  $1 to $2.50; 
per acre, according to prox im ity  to th e  lin e1 
of the  railway. T he  whole of th e  lots, to  a. 
width of five m iles on  e ithe r side of th e  ra il
way, a re  to be appropria ted  under these  free? 
gran t and  .pre-em ption regulations. T he soil 
of th is  region is as fertile  as  any  p a rt of the  
continent. I t  is said to  consist of tw enty 
inches of black earth , easily friable, resting  
on a  subsoil of a lum inous clay. I t  is m ostly  
p rairie , so th a t  th e re  is no clearing to  be 
done ; b u t by p u ttin g  th e  plough in  in  Ju n e , 
cross-ploughing abou t A ugust or Septem ber, 
sowing in the  sn rin^  w h i l e  tho  frost, is  still 
in  th e  ground, th e  h u sbandm an  mrfV lnnlr f,',- 
a  boun tifu l ha rvest in  th e  second A ugust of 
se ttlem en t. W ho would n o t choose to  be a 
freeholder under such circum stances, ra th e r 
th a n  a ten an t-fa rm er u n d er th e  burdens and 
restric tions w hich prevail here  ?

—A nother N ortheast Arctic expedition is 
spoken of. In  a  le tte r to M. Sibiarakoff, 
Professor N ordenskjold expresses h is  in te n 
tion  of u n d ertak in g  an o th e r voyage to  th© 
no rth e rn  coast of A sia as  soon as c ircum 
stances perm it. “  A lte r m y re tu rn ,” he  says, 
“ I  th ink  of spending a  year ou preparing  an  
account of the  voyage of the  Vega, and  i t  is 
m y desire to con tinue th e  exploration of th e  
icy ocean along th e  coast of Siberia, m aking 
the  R iver L e n a  th e  p o in t of departu re  and  
tbe  New Siberian  Is les  th e  basis of opera
tions. F o r the  object I  have proposed to  m y
self—nam ely, th e  rendering  of the  n o rth e rn  
pa rt of A sia com pletely accessible to com m er
cial sh ipp ing—th e  prosecution of these  re 
searches is of p a ram o u n t im portance .”

— T he value of land  in  Ire lan d  is so depre
ciated a t th is  m om ent, says th e  L ondon  
Vanity Fair, th a t in  th e  L anded  E sta tes. 
C ourt, la st week, Judge F lanagan  declined to 
allow th e  sale of an  esta te  in  R oscom m on, for 
w hich no h ig h e r offer could be ob tained  th a n  
fourteen  years’ purchase. T here  were no 
fewer th a n  seven esta tes  for sale th a t  day, 
Novem ber 7, b u t only four w ere sold. F o r 
two of these  th e re  was absolu tely  no bidding. 
Is  th is  th e  re su lt of M r. G ladstone’s Irish  
L and  Act or of th e  s ta te  of th e  country  ? 
W hatever th e  cause, i t  is  m ost serious to land
owners .and can hard ly  last.

— T he K ing of Saxony has offered a  prize 
open to all na tio n s , to consist of silver plate, 
for the  best schem e for rendering  harm less to 
fish in  rivers and  lakes th e  refuse  from fac
to ries and  sewage from  towns.


