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H O L M B Y H O U S E .
“  Doth i t  no t show u a th a t  w ithout th e  

ligh t of Revelation, ou r own in tr in sic  b lin d ­
ness leads us but fa rth e r aud  fa r th e r  in to  
e rro r ? T h a t m an , w ith  all hia seif sufficient 
pride, is b u t a child  in  leading-strings a t h is  
best ; th a t  he m ust have h is  hopes and  fears, 
h is  tea rs  and  sm iles, like a  child ; 
and  th a t though he wince from th e  ch asten ­
ing H and , i t  deals its  s tripes in
m ercy, a lte r all. Yet, H erbe rt, have I  often 
found it m  m y h e a rt to  envy these  callous 
na tu res, too. W ould th a t  I  could e ither 
place com plete re liance on H eaven, o r steel 
m yself entirely  again st the anx ieties and  affec­
tions of ear ill. W ould th a t  I  could keep down 
the tu rb u len t h eart th a t  r is e sm  w rath again st 
the  tre a tm en t it feels i t  h a s  no t d e se rv ed ; 
th a t longs so wearily for the  absen t, th a t aches 
so painfu lly  for tlie  dead, th a t cannot stifle its 
repining* for th e  past, no r cease to  hope in 
a fu tu re , which becomes every day d arker aud  
m ore th rea ten ing . No tid ings, and  yet no 
tid ings ,” proceeded the  K ing, in  a  lower voice, 
and  m using  as it were aloud, w hilst h is large 
ey«s gazed far ahead iu to  th e  horizon ; “  and  
ye t le tte rs  m ay have been sen t, m ay have 
been in tercep ted . I  am  so w atched, so su r­
rounded. S till th e re  m igh t be m eans. T here  
are loyal h earts  left in E ng land , though m any 
are  lying cold. Alas, it is a weary, wearv 
w orld ! Yonder is a happy m an , H erbe rt, if 
you will,” added C harles, b righ ten ing  up , and 
once m ore addressing  h is  conversation  to his 
com panion. H e has n o t a  care for augh t 
bu t th e  business in  hand . H e is a Steic, a 
king, a  cobbler—w hat yau  wi 1. Good fa ith  ! 
he should  be a  successful fisherm an a t the  
w orst ; I  have w atched him  for th e  la s t ten 
n iiuu tes  as we rode along. D oth  he see kings 
and  courts every day th a t  he h a th  no t once 
lifted his head from  h is  angle to observe us, 
or is he indeed tb e  sage of whom  we have 
been ta lk in g —the  ‘ sutor bonus et solus for- 
mosus, et est rex V ”

As th e  K iug spoke he pointed to an  ang ler 
who having  taken  up  a  position  on  B ram p- 
ton-B ridge, had  been lean ing  th e re  im m ov­
able, und istu rbed  by th e  noise of the  a p ­
proaching  cavalcade,, and apparen tly  to ta lly  
devoid of the  two sen tim en ts  of ad m ira tio n  
and  cu riosity  w hich th e  neighborhood of a 
sovereigu is accustom ed to provoke.

T h e  m an  seem ed deaf or stupid . H e re ­
m ained lean ing  again st th e  broken parapet, 
apparen tly  uuconcious of every th ing  b u t h is  
rod and  liue. which he watched vigilantly , 
w ith his h a t  draw n over his brows, and  h is 
cloak mufHing h is  face to th e  eyes.

L ord  M ontague pressed  forward to bid th e  
ang ler s tan d  out of the way, and  leave room 
for R oyalty  to pass ; bu t the  King who was 
an  adm irable  horsem an, edged h is  lordship  
so n ear the  undefended b rink  of th e  h a lf­
ru in ed  bridge, th a t  M ontague was fain  to 
fall back with a  bow and an  inw ard th an k s  
giving th a t  he v.as n o t overhead in th e  
river. E tiq u e tte  forbade any  one else to ride 
m  fro n t of the  Sovereign, and  C harles was 
consequently  a t the  head  of th e  party , who 
now defiled singly across th e  bridge.

T he  ang ler’s back was tu rn ed , and he 
fished ou w ithout looking round .

‘•By your leave, good m a n ,” 
q uo th  C harles, who, though  som e­
w hat haugh ty , particu larly  since h is  rever­
ses with h is nobility , was ever courteous and 
good hum ored to  those of hum b le r b irth  : 
“ there  is scan t room  for u s both, and the  
weakest, well we know, m ust go to  th e  w all.” 
W hile the  King spoke, h is  knee as he sa t in 
th e  paddle, touched th e  back of th e  preoccu­
pied fisherm an.

Tko la tte r  s ta rted  and  tu rn e d  ; quick as 
th o u g h t we th ru s t a sm all packet in to  his 
M ajesty 's hand , and a lm ost w ith th e  sam e 
m ovem ent flung h im self upon h is  n est a t the  
royal s tiiru p  in  a  paroxysm  of pretended 
agitation  and  diffidence as u n ­
real as the  negligence for which i t  affected 
to  stone.

R apid as was the  m ovem ent, i t  sufficed 
for Charles to recognize h is  tru s ty  adheren t. 
H e crum pled th e  paper hurried ly  in to  his 
glove.

“ F a ith fu l and  tru e  !” he  w hispered “ save 
thyself ! ” and  added aloud for the  edifica­
tion of liis a tten d eu ts , “ Nay, good m an  ! we 
excuse thy  rudeness ou account of th y  bodily 
in firm ity .L ook  th a t th o u  b en o t trodded down 
by leas skilful riders  and  less m anageable 
s teeds.”

As he spoke th e  K ing passed on to  the  
o th e r side, followed by all h is  a tten d an ts  
save only th e  L ord  M ontague, who had 
tu rn ed  back to give d irections to a  patrol 
of th e  P a rliam en ta ry  cavalry which 
had arrived  a t tne  b ndge  a t th e  sam e mo 
m e n t as the  Royal cavalcade, and  had draw n 
up to pay th e  m ilitary  com plim ents due to 
sovereign.

Tlie patro l, consisting of two efficient- 
looking dragoons, wore rem arkab ly  well 
m ounted  and  arm ed, in  addition to swords 
and  pistols, with loug deadly carbines, They 
listened  a tten tive ly  to L ord  M ontague’s d i­
rections ; and  while h is  lordship  rode off in 
p u rsu it of the  King and  h is  pa rty , scanning 
th e  f is h e n r^ n  us he passed h im  w ith a 
strange  look of m alicious trium ph , each so l­
d ier unslung  h is  carbine, an d  shook the  
powder carefully up in to  h is pan.

T he  King looked back repeatedly , as he 
rose th e  h ill in  th e  d irection  of B oughton. 
Once ho. beckoned L ord  M ontague to  ride 
alongside of him

“ We though t we had  lost your good com ­
pany, m y lo rd ,” qUoth h is  M ajesty ; “ w hat 
matfe you tu rn  back down yonder by B ra m p ­
ton  Mill ? ”

“ I  dropped m y glove, your M a j e s i j f r e ­
plied th e  noblem an, scarcely concealing a 
sm ile.

“ W hoever picks it up , m y lord , will find a 
b itte r <ne uy 1 ” answ ered C harles ; and he 
spoke no t a n o th e r word till he reached 
th e  great gates of Lord V aux’s hospitable 
hall.

M tanw hile th e  angler, resum ing h is oc­
cupation , fished steadily  on, glancing ever 
and  anon a t th e  re trea ting  troop of horsem en 
who accom panied the  Kiug. W hen th e  la st 
p lum ed h a t had  d isappeared over th e  verge 
of the  acclivity, s trode briskly away, w ith the  
a ir  of a m an  who has perform ed a  good day’s 
work, and  is about to receive for th e  sam e a 
good day’s wages.

H e th o u g h t now th a t  he had  accom plished 
h is  task , he  would linger about h e r residence 
an d  see M ary Cave once m ore—ju s t once 
m o r e - e r e  he w ent in to  exile again. He 
tru s te d  none b u t th e  Kiug had recognized 
h im  ; and he had  delivered h is  packet with 
such secrecy and rap id ity  th a t  he could not 
conceive i t  possible for any o th e r eye to have 
perceived th e  m ovem ent. He little  knew 
M ontague’s eagle glance. H e little  knew 
th a t, in  spite of h is  disguise, he  had  been 
suspected for m ore th a u  four-and-tw enty 
hours, and  th a t  m easures had  a lready been 
tak en  for b is  cap tu re . He would kuow it all 
tim e enough. L e t him  re s t for a  m om ent on 
th e  th o u g h t of h is  an ticipated  m eeting  w ith 
h is  lavde-love. T he w ished-for two m inu tes 
th a t  were to repr.y th e  longings and  m isgiv­
ings of as m any years, th a t  he m u s t live 
upon perhaps for an o th e r twelve­
m o n th , and  be gratefu l th a t  he 
h as had  even such a  crum b of com fort for 
th e  sustenance  of h is  soul. S trange  hunger 
of th e  h eart, th a t  so little  can alleviate 
m uch  fails to satisfy ! H e walked swiftly on 
th ro u g h  the  frag ran t meadows, waving with 
tb e ir  long herbage, and  b rig h t w ith b u tte r­
cups and  field-flowers ; h is head erect, h is 
eye gazing fa r in to  th e  horizon, as is ever the  
glance of those who look forward and  not 
back. Bosvi.le had  still a  fu tu re  ; he had 
n o t yet thoroughly  learned th e  b itte re s t of 
all life’s lessons—to live on ly  in th e  past. 

^ J fo  ; he  was a m an  still, w ith  a m an ’s tru s t  
£nd hope, a m an ’s courage and  self-reliance, 
a mAn’s energy aud  endurance. H e would 
w ant them  all before th e  sun  w ent down. 
Suddenly a  shou t sm ote upon h is  e a r ; a  voice 
behind  him  called on  h im  to stop and s u r­
render. H alting , and  tu rn in g  suddenly 
round , he beheld a  m ounted  trooper, the  
tra m p  of wh^se horse h ad  been sm othered  iu  
the long grass, close b eh ind  him  ; ano ther 
was nearing  h im  from  th e  river side. Both 
had th e ir  oarbines u n sluug , and  even in  
the confusion of the m om ent he had 
time to  peroeive an expression of calm  confi­
dence on each man’s countenance, as though
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he  was su re  of'iiis  prey. F o r an  in s ta n t j B rixw orth  village was a cottage in  w hich he ! 
h is  very h ea rt seem ed to tigh ten  with a  th rill i had  already passed two o r th ree  n ig h ts  w hilst 
of su rp rise  and  keen d isappo in tm en t ; bu t i t  I w aiting to  fulfil h is  m ission. I ts  ow ner was 
was n o t th e  first tim e by a  good m any  j a  ve te ran  who had fought in h is  own troop  a t 
th a t H um phrey  had  looked a catastrophe  in  ! E dge-hill and  Newbury, who would th in k

little  of im perilling  h is  life for his old officer 
aud  K ing C harles. A rrived a t  th e  cottage, he 
would disguise h im self again, and  sending 
h is  sorrel out ot the  way, would lie h id  till

tho  face, and  in  th a t  in s tan t he  had  tim o to 
th in k  w hat he should  do. Tw enty yards 
in  fro n t of him  grew a h igh  lu x u rian t hedge ; 
in th a t hedge was a gap fortified by a strong 
oaken ra il. T he forem ost ho rsem an 's  hand 
was a lm ost on h is shoulder when he dashed 
forward aud  cleared a t a  bound. Accustom ed 
to  m ake up  h is  m ind in a m om ent, h is  first

th e  search was p ast ; he  m igh t then  veu tu re  a 
few m iles from  h is  h id ing  place, aud  a t la st 
reach  th e  seashore  and  em bark  scatheless for 
th e  C ontinen t. In  th is  m anner, too, he would

idea was to ru n  uuder shelter of th e  fence j have a  chance of seeing M ary once m ore be-
down to the  river, and  place th e  stream  be­
tw een h im self and  th e  pursuers, tru s tin g  th a t  
ne ither heavily  arm ed trooper would cboose 
to risk  m au  and  horse in  deep w ater. Alas 1 
on th e  opposite bank  he  spied an o th e r patro l 
gesticu la ting  to h is  com rades, and w atching 
for h im  should he a tte m p t to land . In  the 
m ean tim e h is  first pursuers, both  rem arkab ly  
well m ounted , had  ridden  th e ir  horses boldly 
over th e  fence, and  were once m ore close upon 
h is  tracks. In  an o th e r s tride  he m u s t be 
struck  down and  m ade a prisoner ! B ut, as 
is often the  case, a t  th e  suprem e m om ent 
succor was a t  hand . N ot tw enty yards in  
fron t of th e  fugitive stood H ugh  Dymocke, 
holding h is  sorrel by th e  bridle. T he  wily 
old soldier bad  an tic ipated  th is  catastrophe 
th e  whole m orning, and  was no t to be taken  
unaw ares a t th e  crisis. H e had been w atching 
th e  m ovem ents of th e  fisherm an  and  th e  
patro l, nor, except for a  chance sho t, had  he 
m uch fear of th e  re su lt. W ith  a ru sh  and 
a bound, like th a t  of som e stricken wild deer,
H um phrey reached th e  sorrel and  vaulted ! tices of w a r ; th e

fore h e  departed
T ro tting  gently  along, he  was th u s  busily 

w eaving th e  th rea d  of h is  schem es and  fa n ­
cies, and  h is  houes and fears, w hen a las ! the  
web was suddenly dispelled by a  sho t 1 Tlie 
crafty  P a rliam en ta rian s  finding them selves 
com pletely ou tstripped  by the  sorrel, and  
aware of a picket of th e ir  com rades stationed 
close under th e  village of B rixw orth, had 
tu rned  th e ir  a tten tio n  to driv ing  th e ir  q uarry  
as m uch as possible tow ards th e  h ill. In  
th is  they  had beeu successful, and  H u m ­
p h rey ’s line of flight h ad  already brought him  
w ith in  a  few h undred  yards of th e  enem y’s 
post. As is often th e  ease, however, the ir 
s tric t anxiety  to preserve them selves unseen, 
had  som ew hat abated  th e  vigilance of 
th e ir  look-out, and  Bosville, accidentally 
changing h is  direction , narrow ly escaped pass­
ing th e  negligent picket w ithout observation 
o r in te rrup tion .

B u t th e  veterans 
skilled in  ali

in to  th e  saddle. As he tu rn e d  th e  ho rse’ 
b e a i for the  open meadow w ith a  th ri ll of 
exu lta tion  and  delight, D ym ocke le t go the  
bridle aud  hurried ly  whispered in h is  ear, 

God speed ye, m aster ! N ever spare him  
for pace ; he  had  a  gallop yesterday , and  h e ’s 
fit to  run  for a m an ’s life !”

E re  th e  sen tence was finished they were a 
hundred  yards off, aud  th e  g^od horse, 
flinging h is  head in to  th e  a ir and snatch ing

who pursued  him  
th e  various prae- 
lead ing  horsem an, 

from  h is  jadedquietly  d ism ounting  
j steed, slowly levelled h is  carb ine, and  took a 
1 long roving shot a t th e  fa s t d im in ish ing  

figure of th e  fugitive. T he  bulle t w histled 
harm lessly  over H um phrey ’s head , b u t tha  
rep o rt roused th e  ina tten tiv e  sen try  in  a d ­
vance of th e  picket, and  th e  well know n 

^sound of a  tru m p e t rang  out w ith in  m usket 
Grange, w hilst a dozen horsem en em erging 
from  a  clum p of trees no t two h undred  yards

wildly a t h is  bridle, indulged in a few bounds i to his rig h t, dashed forward a t  a gallop, with 
and  plunges in  h is  gallop ere he settled  down j th e  obvious in ten tion  of in te rcep ting  o r rid- 
in to  the  long sweeping stride  his r ider rem em - j ing  h im  down, 
bered ao well.

W ith  a  b itte r curse and  a shrew d blow 
from  th e  b u tt of h is  carbine, w hich Dymocke j lost h ea rt for a  m om ent, 
avoided like a  practised  tactician , th e  fore- j “ N ot trapped  yet, m y lads ! ” he ground 
m ost trooper swept by th e  old soldier, calling j out between h is  te e th , as w ith  a 
to his com rade in  th e  rea r to  secure him  aud  i grim  sm ile .he caught th e  sorre l .fas t by the  
take h im  to head  qu arte rs . B oth were, how- j head , and  urged him  once m ore to h is  sp ee l,

i U narm ed  as he  was, and  n o tw ith s tand ing  
■ th e  num ber of h is  foes, H um phrey  never

ever, so in ten t on th e  p u rsu it th a t  Dymocke, ! 
greatly  to h is  su rprise , found h im self to ta lly  ! 
unnoticed, and  walked quietly  hom e w ith h is  ; 
usual a ir of staid  gravity , reflecting, m uch to I 
his own satisfaction , ou the  speed an d  m ettle  i 
of his favorite and  th e  probable safety of h is  j 
young m aster.

A nd now th e  chase began in  serious j 
earnest. I t  was a  race for life aud  death , j

skill and  th e  speed of the  
strode.

E ach  trooper knew th a t a  large sum  of j 
money and speedy prom otion would rew ard

reflecting w ith fierce exu lta tion  on th e  m ettle  
and  endurance of h is  favorite, s till going 
fresh  and  strong  b en ea th  h im , and  on the  
“ neck or n o th in g ”  n a tu re  of th e  chase, in 
which h is  only safety lay in placing some in ­
surm ountab le  obstable  between h im self and 

i h is  pursuers.
T hey, for th e ir  p a rt,  seem ed de term ined  to 

m ake every effort for h is  cap tu re , dividing 
aud the  com petitors were well aw are of th e  ■ in to  parties  so as to cover as large au  ex ten t 
value of th e  stakes dependan t on th e ir  own I of country  as p>ssible, and  to p reven t any 

horses they  be- ; a ttem p t a t tu rn in g  or dodging on the  p a rt of 
■ the  quarry , and  forcing h im  by h is  m eans 

in to  a lin e  of difficult and  broken ground, such 
as m ust a t la st te ll even on ih e  power and 

hia capture  of the  R oyalist, whom  they  had  ! stride of the  indefatigable sorrel. T he  two 
now succeeded in  identify ing . E ach  was ' orig inal pu rsuers, m oreover, whose horses 
m ounted  on a thoroughly  good horse  whose ! had  by th is tim e recovered th e ir  wind, lab-
pow ershe  had  often tested  to  the  u tm ost,and  j 
each was m oreovar arm ed to th e  te e th ,w hilst ! 
the  fugitive possessed no m ore deadly weapon j 
th a n  the bu t of h is  fishing-rod. which he had 
re ta ined  unconsciously in his hand . Being 
two to one they  had also th e  great advantage 
of being able to a ss is t each o th e r in th e  pur- |

ored on a t  a  reduced pace along the  low 
grounds, so th a t a diversion in  th a t  direc­
tion  was im possible.

T here  was no th ing  for it bu t to  go stra ig h t 
ahead, and  s tra ig h t ahead he w ent, laughing 
a  strange wicked laugh to him self, as  he 
th o u g h t of the  N orthern  Water., no m ean trib- 

su it, and  like g rey-hounds coursing a  hare , j u ta ry  to th e  Nene, which was even now gleam - 
could tu rn  the  quarry  wherever opportun ity  i ing  in  th e  distance a  m ile or so in  fron t of 
offered in to  each o th e r 's  jaw s. D espite of ! h im , and  reflecting th a t  if he  were once well 
broken ground, of b lind  d itches choked w ith  over such  a  “  yaw ner” as th a t, he m igh t tro t 
grass, and  high leafy hedges rich  in m idsutn- j on  and  seek safety a t h is  le sure, for not a 
m er luxuriance, th rough  which they  c rushed, j dozen horses in  E ng land  could c lear i t  from
bruising a th o u san d  frag ran t blossom s in 
the ir tran sit, they  speed fiercely and  reckless 
ly on. All along th e  low grounds by B ram p­
ton, where th e  rich  meadows were divided by 
strong th o rn  fences, the  constantly  recurring  
obstacles com pelled H um phrey , bold rider as 
he was, to diverge occasionally from a stra igh t 
course, and th is  was an  incalculable ad 
vantage to h is  two h is  two pursuers, who, 
by p laying as it were in to  each o th e r’s 
hands, were enabled to keep w ithin s igh t and 
even w ithin shot of th e  pursued, though  the  
pace a t which they  were all going forbade any 
appeal to fire-arm s, or indeed to  any  weapons 
except th e  spurs.

B u t on em erging from  tb e  low grounds in to  
a com paratively open coun try  and ris ing  the  
hill tow ard  B rixw orth, th e  g rea te r s tride  aud 
speed of th e  sorrel began to  tell. His condi­
tion, m oreover, was far superior to th a t  of the 
troopers, and  it was w ith a  glow of exulta tion  
not fa r rem oved from  m iith , th a t H um phrey , 
finding a t la st a h an d  to spare w ith which to 
caress his favorite, looked back a t  h is  toiling 
p u rsuers, whose horses were now beginning 
to show undoubted  sym ptom s of having had  
enough.

E v en  in  m id-w inter, when th e  leaves are 
of th e  form idable blackthorns, and th e  d itc h ­
es, cleared of weed and  grass, yawn in  all 
the ir naked avid ity  for th e  reception  and 
u ltim a te  sepulture  of the  horse and h is  rider, 
it ia no ch ild ’s play to  cross one of these  
strongly  fenced N ortham ptonsh ire  valleys. 
Ay, with all th e  fictitious excitem ent produced 
by th e  em ulation  of h u n tin g , and  th e  in sa ti­
able desire to be nearer and  n earer s till to 
th a t fleeting vision w hich, like h ap p in ess , 
is always ju s t an o th e r stride beyond ou r 
reach ; though  the  hounds a re  s tream ing  
silently away a field in  fron t of 
us ; though  th e  good horse  betw een our 
legs is fresh , a rden t, au d  experienced ; though 
we have already disposed of ou r dearest 
friend ou h is  |best h u n te r  a t  th a t  last 
“  double,” an d  are  sangu ine in  our hopes of 
getting  well over yonder strong rail, for which 
we are even now “  harden ing  ou r h ea rt” and 
shorten ing  our s tride  ; though  we hope and 
tru s t  we shall go triu m p h an tly  on , from 
fence to fence, rejoicing, and  a t la st see the  
good fox ru n  in to  th e  m iddle of a fifty-acre 
grass field,—yet for ali th is  we cannot but 
feel th a t  when we have traversed  two or th ree  
m iles of th is  Btyle of coun try , w ithou t p ro s­
tra tio n  or m ishap, we have effected no con­
tem ptib le feat of equitation , we have earned 
for th e  nonce a consciousness of th e  thorough 
self-satisfaction in tensely  gratifying to the  
van ity  of the  h um an  h e a rt. And bo perhaps 
i t  was one of th e  p leasan test m om ents of 
H um phrey’s life w hen he  pulled  the  soiTel 
in to  a tro t an d  looked hack upon the  vale 
below. T he  horse  snorted  and  shook h s 
head. H e was only b rea thed  by the  
gallop th a t  had  so d istressed  the  steeds of the 
two P arliam en ta rians . H is m aster patted 
h im  fondly and  exultingly once again. 
W hat a  ride ho had  enjoyed ! how th e  blood 
coursed th ro u g h  h is  veins w ith  the  
anxiety , and  th e  excitem ent, and  the  ex e r­
cise. F o r two years he had  no t m ounted  w hat 
could be called a  horse, oertainly no t one 
th a t could be com pared with th e  sorrel. How 
delightfu l i t  was to  feel h is  favorite bound 
under him  as he  used  to  do, once m ore I 
W hat a  sensation  to  speed along those rich 
meadows, scanning  fence a fte r fence 
as he approaohed it, an d  flying over the 
places he  had m arked ou t, like a  b ird  on the  
wing, to the_4 iuspeakable disoom fiture of the  
dragoons to iling on h is  track . How gallan tly  
he had  cleared th e  rivu let th a t the  two soldiers 
had  been forced to  flounder th rough . W ell 
for them  th a t  i t  had  sh ru n k  to its  sum m er 
lim its, or they  would have been there  still, 
and  now in  ano th e r m ile or so he would be 
safe. H is  pu rsuers  horses were too m uch 
exhausted  even to con tinue on h is  track . 
They would soon lose all traces of him. Near

bank to bank !
H e tru s ted , nevertheless, th a t  th e  sorrel 

was one of tliem . So he spared  aud  nursed  
him  as m uch as possible, choosing his ground 
with the  practised  eye of a  sportsm an , and 
bringing  in to  use every one of th e  m any 
m ethods wliich experience alone teaches, aud 
by which the perfect horsem an  can assist and 
ease h is  steed. A t th e  pace he  led h is  p u rsu ­
ers, he cared but little  to be ou t of m usket- 
sho t, and he  reserved all the  energies bo th  of 
h im self and  h is  horse for a dash  a t th e  N orth ­
ern  W ater.*

Down the h ill they  cam e at headlong pace : 
the  troopers, espying B osville’s object, now 
ta x &11 th e ir  energies, to catch h im  ere he  can 
reach  th e  brook, an d  sp u rs  a re  piled and  
bridles shaken w ith a ll the  m ad recklessness 
of a neck-and-neck race.

H u m p h rey ’s sp irits  rise w ith the  situa tion . 
He longs to gives ven t to h is  excitem ent in  
a  wild “ h u rrah  ”  as a m an  does in  a  charge, 
bu t he is restained  from th e  fear of m adden ­
ing  h is  horse, already roused by th e  shou ts 
and  c la tter behiud h im , and  pu lling  h arder 
th a n  h is  wont. W ere he is to get th e  least 
ou t of h is  h and  now i t  would be fatal.

H e steadies him  gradually  till w ithin a h u n ­
dred  yards of the  b rink , and  regardless of his 
followers’ close vicinity, pulls h im  back a l ­
m ost in to  a c an ter—then  tigh ten ing  h is  grasp 
on th e  bridle, and  u rg ing  h im  w ith  a ll the 
collective energies of knee, and  th igh , aud  
lions, he sets him  going once m ore, th e  horse 
poin ting  his sm all reso lu te  ears, the rider 
m arking  w ith h is  eye a  sedgy patch  of the 
soundest ground from  which he in tends  the ir 
efforts sh a ll be m ade.

S tra in ing  on h is  bridla. the  sorrel bounds 
high in to  th e  a ir, th e  wafers flash beneath  
them , and  they  are landed safe on  th e  far 
side w ith half a foot to spare ! H um phrey  
gives a  cheer now. and  a  hearty  cheer i t  is, 
in  answ er to  th e  yell of rage and  d is­
appo in tm en t th a t  rises from  th e  baffled P a r­
liam en ta rians.

W as there  ever m an  yet th a t coal.I “ loave 
well enough alone ?” A la s ! th a t  we 
should here  have to record the  only 
instance of bravado on  th e  p a rt of 
our hero  du ring  th e  whole of h is  p e r­
ilous and  adventurous career. W h at dem on 
prom pted  h im  to waste the  precious m om ents 
in jeering  a t a  defeated foe ? H um phrey  could 
not re s ist th e  tem pta tion  of pu lling  up to wave 
an  ironical “  farew ell” to h is  pursuers. The 
m ovem ent was f a ta l ; in  m aking it, he tu rn ed  
u is  broadside to  th e  enem y, and  half a dozen 
carbines were discharged a t him  on th e  in ­
stan t. One bu lle t tru e r  th a n  th e  re s t found 
its hom e in  th e  h o n est h e a r t of the  good so r­
rel. The horse  p lunged wildly forw ard, fell 
upon h is  head, recovered h im s e lf - f e ll  once 
m ore, and  rolling over h is  rider, lay quivering  
in  th e  la st convulsions of death .

W hen H um phrey  had  extricated  h im self 
from  th e  saddle and  rise n  to his feet, he had  
no h ea rt to m ake any fu rth e r effort for h is  
escape. H e m igh t perhaps have s till had  
tim e to elude h is  enem ies even on foot, but 
th e  strongest n a tu re  can only  resist a  given 
am oun t of difficulty and  d isappo in tm ent. ’Tis 
the  la st d rop  th a t bids th e  cup brim  over, the 
la st ounce th a t s inks th e  laboring  cam el in 
the  sand.

H e was weak, too, from  m en ta l auxiety  as 
from bodily privation , from  the  conflict of h is  
feelings as from th e  harassing  n a tu re  of his 
task. Brave, generous, hopeful as he was, 
som ething  seem ed to give way w ith in  h im  at 
th is  la s t s troke of fortune, and  w hen his 
cap to rs, a fter m aking a  long circuit to cross 
over by a ford, arrived  to  take h im  prisoner,

*A fa ir  le ap  in  th e  p re sen t day, w hen, u n d e r its  
la te r  ap p e lla tio n  of tn e  “ B rixw orth  Brook,” i t  
spoils m any  a  silk  jack e t, »s th e  flow er of th e  
B ritish  arm y  can  te s t1 t.v, who, in  th e ir  m odern  
su b s t itu te  fo r Tile an d  T o u rn a m en t, yc lep t “ T he 
Grand M ilitary  S teeple chase,” p lunge in to  its  
profound w ith  a  rackless h a s te  tru ly  edifying to 
the  less adventurous civilian.

they  found h im  s ittin g  on th e  g round, w ith 
th e  son  e l’s head upon h is  knees, weeping 
like a  wom an or a child oyer th e  dead horse 
he  had  loved so well.

C H A P T E R  XXXI.

“ FOR THK KING I”

W e left our houest friend Dym ocke, w ith 
the  sweep of th e  trooper’s carbine still w histl­
ing  in  his ears, saun tering  qu ie tly  hom e­
wards, h is  grim  visage bespeaking m ore th an  
usual satisfaction , h is  m ental reflections 
som etim es ris ing  soliloquy, and  tak ing  m uch 
such a form  as the  following.

“  Ah 1 H ugh 1 H ugh  1”  quoth  th e  old 
soldier, apostrophizing  th e  indiv idual whom 
of a li in  th e  world he should have known 
best, “  th e re ’s  few of them  ean hold a candle 
to thee , old lad  1 w hen th e  tackle’s got 
fairly  in  a coil. B rave 1—th ese ’s p len ty  of 
’em  brave enough—leastw ays th e re ’s plenty 
of ’em afraid not to seem  so —but i t ’s d is­
cretion , lad, i t’s discretion th a t’s w a n tin g ; 
and thank fu l ough t thou  to be, th a t  th o u ’st 
gotten  enough for thyself and  th e  whole 
household. T here ’s no t a  m an  of ’em , now, 
could have m anaged th is  business, and  n e t 
m ade a botch of it 1 Take th e  old lord  to 
begiu with. H e’d have gone th rea ten ing  and 
petition ing , and  offering m oney and  w hat 
not, till th e  M ajor was blown ju s t th e  sam e as 
ii he’d  had him  cried in th e  m arket. T h a t’s 
tho way w ith your quality  ; they  can’t abide 
to see a  th ing  s tan d  sim m ering  ; they  m ust 
needs go shaking  the  frying-pan, and  then  
they wonder tn a t  all the  fa t’s iu  th e  fire. T he 
women ! I ’ll no t deny but th e  women are 
keen hands a t p lo tting  and  p lann ing , and 
m any’s th e  good schem e they  h it upon, no 
doubt, bu t where they  fail is  in  th e  doing of 
it. I t ’s ‘ no t now,’ or 4 I ’m so frightened 1’ 
or a fit of crying ju s t in  th e  n ick  of t im e ; 
and th en  th e  clock strikes or the bell rings, 
aud  i t ’s too la te . F o r the  women m ust e ither 
wait too long, or else they ’ll no t wait long 
enough, so i t’s as well they w asn’t tru s ted  to 
have any th ing  to  do w ith it. As for the  
stew ard , i t ’s m y opinion he ’s a  rogue I and 
rogue was never good for any th ing  ye t th a t 
w anted a b it of ‘h e a r t’ to se t i t  s tra ig h t 
and  the re s t of ’em ’s fools one bigger th an  
auo ther, th e re ’s no  gainsaying tha t.

“ N o! th e re  was ju s t one m au  th a t  could 
do it, aud  he s gono and done it. To th in k  
of the  sense of th e  dum b anim al, too ! Never 
bu t once did  he neigh th e  whole blessed 
m orning, though there  was h is  m aster fishing 
w ith in  a p istol-shot of h im  ; and  every tim e 
he como by th e  tu rn  of th e  meadow, he laid 
his ears back, as  m uch as to  say, ‘I  see y o u ! 
I  am  ready for you when you w aut m e.’ 
Ready ! I  believe he was ready. I  should 
know a  good horse w hen I ’m on h im  ; but 
the  way he cam e round  the  park  w ith me
yesterday a f te rn o o n  . Oh 1 i t’s no use
talking. A haw k’s one th ing , an d  a round 
sho t’s an o th e r ; b u t h e ’s the fastest horse in 
N ortham ptonsh ire  a t this blessed m om ent, 
an d  well he need to be. S t. George ! to  see 
the  exam ple he m ade of those two"! and  the  
M ajor s ittin g  down upon h im  so qu iet, the  
way I  always told h im  I  liked to  see h im  ride, 
popping here  and  popping th e re , w ith the  
horse as steady as a psalm  singer, and  every 
yard  they  w ent the  soldiers getting  fa rther 
and  fa rth e r behind. W ell th e  ladies will 
be best pleased to  hear th e  M ajor’s 
safe off. no doubt of th a t ; and  m y p re tty  
F a ith , she won’t cry her eyes ou t to  see me 
come back iu a  whole sk in —poor little  wo­
m an 1 she hasn ’t the  nerves of a hen . I t  
was a precious coil, surely, and  precious weli 
I ’ve g o t’em all ou t of it. T here ’s few th ings 
th a t can ’t be done by a  m an  of d iscretion, 
’specially when he’s got th e  care of such  a 
horse as th a t !”

Dym ocke h*  arrived a t  hom e by th e  tim e 
Le reached th is  conclusion. H is self-satisfac­
tion  was unbounded. H is triu m p h  com plete. 
I t  was well for h im  th a t h is powers of vision 
were lim ited by d is tance—tb a t he possessed 
no in tu itive  knowledge of the  everits of the  
day. I t  would have broken honest H ugh  
down a ltogether to know th a t the  good sorrel 
was lying w ithin four m iles of h im , down 
th e re  by the  N orthern  W ater, w ith a  bullet 
th rough  his heart.

B u t the news he brought was rig h t gladly 
received by every one of the  anxious in h ab i­
ta n ts  of th e  old house of Boughton.

“  S a fe !” shouted S ir Giles w ith a  loud 
“  h u rrah  !” th a t  shook th e  very ra fte rs  of 
th e  hall. “ Ay 1 safe enough, no  doubt, 
with th a t  good horse beneath  h im , if  he  did 
get a fair s ta r t ! W e'll d rink  th e  so rre l’s 
health , m y lord, th i^  very n ig h t, a fte r th e  
K ing’s .”

<i“  Safe 1” echoed L ord  Vaux : “  delivered 
out of the jaw s of death . Blood has been 
shed m ore th a n  enough in  these  d isastrous 
tim es, and  I  th an k  a m erciful Providence th a t 
h is  young life has been spared. ”

“ S a fe ! ” repeated  G race A llonby, w ith  a 
sparkling  glance a t her fa ther, and th e  old 
sm ile d im pling h e r triu m p h an t face. “ F a r  
ou t of danger by th is  tim e, and  perhaps not 
recognized, a fte r a ll.”

“ Safe I ” w hispered M ary Cave, keeping 
ou t of observation as m uch  as possible, her 
hands  clasped tig h t upon h e r bosom, aud 
he r eyes looking up  to heaven, filled with 
tears.

WThen  th e  intelligence th u s  reached them , 
the  party  were assem bled in  the  g rea t hall 
im m ediately  subsequent to the  K ing’s depar­
tu re . W hilst honored by  th e  presence of 
Royalty, D ym ocke had  no opportun ity  of 
com m unicating  w ith any  of the  fam ily, and 
being, as he h im self opined, a particu lar d is ­
creet indiv idual, he  wisely absta ined from  
droppm g th e  sligh test h in t of h is  errand  th a t  
m igh t iu any  way com prom ise h is  em ployers, 
or afford a  clue to  h is  connection  w ith the 
fugitive fisherm an.

E ven  F a ith  was no t esteem ed w orthy  of 
h is  confidence till he has m ade h is  rep o rt to 
her superiors ; and  to do her justice, th a t  de­
serving dam sel was so m uch taken  up  by the  
presence of Royalty, and  h e r own m ultifarious 
duties of assisting  to  provide re fresh ­
m ents for th e  a tten d an ts  who waited
on th e  King, th a t  the  only  no ­
tice sl]e vouchsafed h e r adm irer was a 
saucy inqu iry  as to w hether “ h e  had  been 
courting  a ll th e  m orning ?” to  w hich H ngh 
replied w ith a grim  leer, “ i t  was like enough, 
since he confidently  expected to  be m arried  
n ex t m onth  w hereat she blushed, and  bade 
h im  “ go about h is  business,” re tu rn in g  w ith 
m uch  com posure to  th e  prosecution of a 
dem ure flirta tion , on which she had  even now 
en tered , w ith  a  solid sedate yeom an of the  
guard .

T he K ing’s v isit was sh o rt’and cerem onious 
enough. H is m anner to Lord V aux and  S ir 
Giles Allonby was as graoious as usual, the  
few words he addressed to  the  young ladies 
k indly and  pa terna l as b is  wont ; b u t h is  
M ajesty was evidently pre-ocoupied an d  ill a t 
ease ! T he intelligence he had  th a t  m orning 
received from  M ary harassed  an d  d isturbed 
h im , though indeed som ew hat to  h e r su rp rise  
he had m ade no fu rther allusion  to  it, and  i n ­
deed addressed b u t a  few com m onplace re ­
m arks to th a t  lady.

I t  was evident to h e r th a t  he was brooding 
over the  th rea tened  violation of h is  personal 
liberty , w hich was in effect abou t to  take 
place th a t  sam e n igh t, and th a t  h is  app re­
hension  un ited  w ith o th e r causes to  m ake 
h im  very anxious and unhappy . T h e  le tte r 
from  th e  Queen, which H um phrey  had de­
livered a t suoh risk , was also unsatisfactory  
and  d istressing . H e had  looked for h is  epistle  
for weeks, and  when i t  come a t  last, behold I 
he  had  been happier not to have received 
it.

I t  is  often  th u s  w ith subjects as well as 
kings.

U uder these  circum stances, C harles was 
unab le , according to h is  custom , to  forget all 
o th e r considerations in th e  trifles on which 
he  was im m ediately  em ployed—could no t as 
usual throw  him self h ea rt and  soul in to  the  
fluctuations of the  gam e, as  though  life offered 
no o th e r in te res t th a n  a  bowl and  bias — did 
no t, even for th e  short half-hour of h is  re ­
laxation , succeed in stifling th e  b itte r con­
sciousness th a t he was a  p risoner, though  a 
king.

W ith  h is  usual grave dem eanor and  m ild  
dignified bearing, he  played one set with the 
old E a r l  of Pem broke and a  few o th e rs  of his 
state. L ord  V aux and  Sir Giles Allonby stand- 
ng  by to  hand  his M ajesty th e  im plem ents 
of th e  gam e, and  th e n  tak ing  h is  leave w ith 
sad and  gentle courtesy, the M onarch called 
for h is  horses to depart, resisting  h is  h o s t’s 
hum ble en trea ties  th a t he would re en te r the  
house and  partake  of a collation ere he rode.

W alking down the  terrace  to th e  gate a t 
which th e  horses aw aited h im , accom panied 
by Lord V aux and  the  two ladies, and  fol­
lowed a t tho  prescribed d istance by h is per­
sonal a tten d an ts , a  dam ask rose-tree on 
which M ary had expended m uch  tim e and 
care, caugh t the  K ing’s a tten tio n , and  elicited 
his adm iration , tinged  as usual w ith  the 
prophetic m elancholy th a t  im bued h is  tem ­
peram ent.

“  ’T is a fa ir tree  aud  a frag ran t,” observed 
C harles, s topp ing  in  his progress ; “ gratefu l 
to those  who, like m yself, love the  s im ple  
beauties of a garden be tte r th a n  th e  pom p s 
aud  sp lendorsof a  C ourt. In  fa ith , the  
h u sbandm an’s is a happ ier lo t th a n  the  
K ing’s. Yet h a th  he, too, h is  anx ie ties  and 
h is  d isappo in tm ents. F rosts  n ip  the  hopes 
of h is  earliest blossom s ; and  th e  pride  even 
of successful m a tu rity ’s is th e  com m encem ent 
of decay.”

As th e  King spoke, M ary, from  an im pulse 
she could n o t re s is t, plucked th e  handsom est 
flower from  i ts  stem  and p resen ted  i t  to  her 
Sovereign. H e accepted i t  w ith  a grave 
courtesy peculiar to h im .

“  I f  we ever m eet a t W hitehall, M istress 
M ary,” said  C harles, w ith  h is  m elancholy 
sm ile, “ n e ith e r  you n o r I  will forget the  
blood-red rose p resen ted  to  me th is  day by 
th e  moBt loyal of all m y loyal subjects. H ad 
o th e r h earts  beeu true  as y o u rs ,” he added, 
in  a  low solem n voice, “ I  had  n o t been a 
m im ic K ing, soon to lose th e  shade  and 
sem blance of royalty .” As he  spoke, w ith  a 
courtly  obeisance he m ounted  h is  horse and 
departed , rid ing  slowly and  dejectedly, 
as th o u g h  lo th  to  re tu rn  to  h is 
palace, w here he  had  already antic ipated  the 
in su lts  an d  hum ilia tions to  which he was 
about to be subjectf d.

She colored deeply w ith gratified  pride, and 
a sense of du ty  strenuously  and  consistently  
fulfilled. Poor M ary ! it was th e  la s t act of 
hom age she was destined  ever to pay the 
Sovereign in whose cause she would willingly 
have laid  down her life. T he  dam ask rose 
was fresh , and  b rig h t and  fra g ra n t—the  very 
type of beauty  and  p rosperity , and  a  worm 
was eating i t  away, silen tly  and  surely , a t  the 
core.

A fter th e  K ing’s departu re , how ever, Dy- 
mocke’s intelligence was im parted  to rejoice 
th e  h earts  of the  som ew hat dejected R oyalists. 
W hen people a re  thoroughly  “ broken in ,” so 
to speak, and  accustom ed to m isfortune, i t  is 
wonderful how sm all a  gleam  of com fort 
serves to shed a  ligh t upon th e ir  track , and 
dissipate the the  gloom to which they  have 
become hab itua ted . E very th ing  goes by com 
parison, and  a  scrap of broken m eat is a  rich  
feast to a s tarv ing  m a n ; nevertheless, the  
process of tra in ing  to  th is enviable s ta te  is 
paiu fu l in  the  extrem e.

So the  ladies saun te red  ou t in to  th e  park , 
and enjoyed the  balm y sum m er a fternoon, 
and  th e  lu x u rian t sum m er fragrance of 
leaf and  blossom , and  the  hum  of th e  su m ­
m er insects all a s tir  in  th e  w arm th  of Ju n e . 
Grace laughed ou t m errily , as she used  to 
do years ago ; and  M iry ’s step  was ligh ter, 
he r cheek rosier th a n  it had  been of la te  as 
they discoursed. T he K ing’s visit, and  th e  
peculiarities of th e  courtiers , form ed th e ir  
n a tu ra l topics of conversation ; b u t each lady 
felt a  weight taken  from  her heart, and  a 
sensation  of inexpressible relief whioh had 
no th ing  to do w ith kings or courtiers, save in 
as fa r as th e  actions of those im p o rtan t p e r­
sonages affected th e  fo rtunes of one M ajor 
H um phrey  Bosville.

W e m ust now re tu rn  to  th a t  adventurous 
gentlem an, gradually  aw akening to a  sense of 
his situa tion  as he  sa t on a raw -boned troop- 
horse between two stern-visaged R oundhead 
dragoons, h is  elbows strapped tig h t to  h is  
sides, h is  feet secured b enea th  h is  horse’s 
b e lly : and  no tw ithstand ing  such  im pedi­
m en ts  to  activ ity , h is  a ttem p ts  to  escape, 
if in d e3d any  were practicable, th r e a t­
ened w ith in s ta n t death  by h is  rigorous cus­
todians.

T he M ajor accepted i t  as  a  com plim ent 
th a t no t less th a t  e igh t m en and  a sergeant 
were esteem ed a sufficient force to secure the  
person of th e  unarm ed fisherm an . This 
form idable escort was com m auded by h is  old 
acquain tance, “  E benezer the  G ideon ite ,” 
who s till slung h is  carb ine  across h is back in 
the  m anner tn a t had  once saved h is  life ; 
and  who, to do h im  justice , bore his old 
an tagon ist, no t th e  s ligh test m alice for h is  
own discom fiture on th a t  occasion. I t  was 
composed, m oreover, of picked m en and 
horses from  the  very flower of th e  P a rliam en ­
ta ry  cavalry.

H um phrey  rode in  the  m idst of th em  and  
tried  to recal h is  scattered sanses, and  realize 
the  em ergency of h is  presen t position.

W eak and  worn out, we have already said 
th a t  a fte r h is  horse was shot he had  fallen an 
easy prey to h is  pursuers. W hen b rought 
before the  officer in  com m and of the  party  
th a t  had cap tu red  h im , he  was n e ith e r in a 
mood n o r a condition  to  answ er any  ques­
tions th a t  m igh t be p u t. T he  su b alte rn ’s 
orders, however, seem ed sufficiently perem p­
tory  to  absolve h im  from  th e  vain task  of 
cross-exam ining a  fa in ting  and  unw illing 
prisoner. In  th e  event of cap tu ring  a certa in  
m ysterious agent described, he was stric tly  
appointed to  forward h im  a t once to  the  P a r­
liam ent w ith as m uch  secrecy and  dispatch  
as was consisten t w ith th e  security  of the  
captive. So a fte r providing H um phrey  with 
the  food and  d rink  of which he stood so m uch 
in  need, and  suffering h im  to  take  a  short 
in terval of repose, w hilst m en m ustered  
and  horses fed, th e  officer s ta r ted  prisoner 
and  escort w ithout delay on th e  road to L o n ­
don.

T here  i t  cam e to  pass th a t  while Gruce 
Allonby a nd  M ary Cave were tak tn g  the ir 
afternoon stro ll th rough  th e  park  a t B ough­
ton , H um phrey  Bosville and  h is escort were 
winding slowly down the  hill on  th e  h igh  road 
te  th e  m etropolis.

T he  M ajor’s eve b righ tened  as he caught 
s igh t of th e ir  white dresses, and  recognized 
th e  form  of th e  wom an he had  loved so long 
and  so dearly . H e started  w ith an  invo lun ­
ta ry  gesture that*brought th e  hands  of h is 
guardians to trigger and  sword h ilt. A l­
though a t a  d istance, it was som eth ing  to  see 
her ju s t once again.

T he  lad ies were tu rn in g  hom ew ard 
w hen, startled  by the  tra m p  of horses, both 
were aware of an  arm ed  p a rty  advancing in 
th e if  im m ediate v ic in ity . An unoonscious 
p resen tm en t p rom pted  each a t th e  sam e mo­
m ent to  stop and  see th e  troop pass by . The 
captive’s h eart leap t w ith in  him  as he rode 
near enough to  scan every lineam en t of the  
dear old face he m ig h t never hope to  look 
upon again.

I “ They have a prisoner I” exclaimed Mary,

tu rn ing  as w hite as h e r dress.' “ God’s mercy! 
i t  is  H um p h rey .”

N ot an o th e r word d id  e ith e r speak . They 
looked blankly  in to  each o th e r’s faces, and  
Grace b u rs t in to  a  flood of tears.

C H A P T E R  X X X II.

“ THE BEGINNING OF THE END.”
Tlie soft Ju n e  n ig h t sank  peacefully upon 

H olm by Palace, w ith  all its  conflicting in te r ­
ests , a ll its  com plications of in trigue  and 
treachery , as i t  sank  upo n  th e  y eam an’s 
adjo in ing  hom estead , and  th e  shepherd ’s 
hum ble cottage in  th e  vale below. T he  th ru sh  
had  finished th e  la st sweet tones of h e r p ro ­
trac ted  even song, and  n o t a  sound disturbed 
th e  su rround ing  stillness, save an  occasional 
no te  from  th e  n igh tingale  in  the  copse, and 
th e  m u rm u r of a  foun ta in  p laying drowsily 
on in  th e  garden . C alm ly th e  s ta rs  shone 
ou t in  mellow lu s tre , looking down, as it 
seem ed, m ild  and  reproachfu l on th e  e a r th ­
worm s here  below. W h at a re  all th e  chances 
and  changes, all th e  sorrows an d  struggles, of 
poor graveling m ortality  in  th e  s igh t of those 
sp irit eyes ? Age after age have th e y  g lim ­
m ered on, careless as now of m an ’s engross 
ing  troub les and  m an ’s p redestined  end. 
T hey shone on Naseby field, w hitening  in  th e ir  
fa in t ligh t, here  a .g rinn ing  skull, th e r j  a 
bleached and  fleshless bone tu rn ed  up by the  
h in d ’s careless p loughshare, or th e  labo r­
e r 's  busy spade, as  th ey  shone on 
H olm by Palace, s tately  in  its  regal magnifi 
cence, sheltering  under its  roof a  circle of p lo t­
tin g  courtiers, w ith a  doom ed K ing ; and  their 
beam s fell th e  sam e on b o th , cold, pitiless, 
and  unvarying . W hat a re  they , th ese  m yriads 
of flam ing spheres?  Are they  worlds ? are 
they  inhab ited  ? a re  they  solid an th rac ite , or 
bu t lum inous vapor ? m ateria l m asses, or only 
an  agglom eration of partic les ? Can th e ir  n a ­
tu re  be grasped by th e  h u m an  intellect, o r de­
fined in  th e  ja rgon  of science ? Oh for the  
child’s sweet simple, fa itli once m ore, th a t 
th ey  a re  b u t ch inks in  th e  floor of H eaven 
from  w hich th e  ligh t of e te rna l day shines 
th rough  1

T he  K ing was p reparing  to  re tire  for the  
n ig h t. N otw ithstand ing  all th e  anxieties and 
apprehensions th a t  had  arisen  from  th e  w arn­
ing he had  th a t  m orn ing  received, no tw ith ­
stand ing  th e  reception of h is  Q ueen’s le t te r— 
a docum ent by no m eans calculated to  soothe 
h is  feelings or alleviate h is  d istress—th e  force 
of h ab it was so strong  th a t th e  num erous 
p reparations for h is  M ajesty’s “  coucher 
were m ade w ith as scrupulous an  a tten tio n  to 
th e  m ost trifling minutiae as w hen he was in 
duced w ith a ll the  pom p of real royalty  and 
consciousness of actual power loug ago a t 
W hitehall.

A fter “ th e  word for the  n ig h t”  had  been 
given a  word w hich i t  seem ed a  m ockery to 
ask  the  p risoner h im self to  select, and  th e  
o th e r a tte n d a n ts  had been dism issed , a fter 
D octor W ilson had  paid th e  custom ary  visit 
and  received to h is  respectfu l inqu iries  the  
custom ary  answ er th a t no th in g  was am iss 
with she royal health , preserved as i t  was by 
the  rigid and  uudeviating  tem perance, Mr. 
H erbert, as groom -in-w aiting, p resen ted  th e  
Kiug with an  ewer and clo th , m aking a t the 
samo tim e  th e  prescribed obeisance, an d  set 
tin g  a n igh t-lam p, consisting  of a ro u n d  cake 
of wax in  a  sffver basin , on a  chair, proceeded 
him self to re tire  to  th e  couch prepared for 
him  in a sm all an te  room  opening in to  the  
ap artm en t occupied by h is  M ajesty, so th a t  
th e  K ing m igh t no t, even in  th e  w atches of 
th e  n igh t, be left en tire ly  alone.

W e have o ften  th o u g h t th a t  th is  h a b it of 
being constan tly , to  a  certa in  ex ten t, before 
th e  public, m ay account in  great m easure for 
th e  fortitude and  dignity  so often  displayed 
in  critical m om ents by sovereigns who have 
never before been suspected of possessing 
these  S partan  v irtues. Never, like a  h u m b le r 
indiv idual, in  h is  m ost unguarded  hou rs  of 
privacy en tire ly  throw ing off th e  character 
which i t  is h is  du ty  to  su sta in , a  sovereign , 
even a weakm inded one, acquires a  hab it of 
reticence an d  self-com m and which becom es 
a t  last second na tu re  ; and he  who is every 
day of h is  life obliged to  appear a hero 
to  h is  valet de chambre, finds little  
difficulty in  su sta in ing  th e  part to  which he 
is so well accustom ed u nder th e  gaze of a m u l­
titude , even in  a  m om ent of general confusion 
and  dism ay.

As H erbert backed respectfu lly  from  the  
room , th e  K ing recalled h im , as though  for a 
few m inu tes’ confidential conversation.

“  H e rb e rt,” said he, tak ing  up  a t th e  samei 
tim e h is  jewelled George and  G arte r, which, 
w ith his custom ary  a tten tio n  to trifles, he in ­
sisted  shou ld  be placed n ear h is  bed-head, 
“  H erbert, you are  becom ing negligent ; you 
have om itted  to lay these  g a u d s—em pty v an i­
ties th a t  they  are 1 —in  th e ir  accustom ed place. 
Also th is  m orn ing  you neglected to observe 
th e  com m and I  gave last n ig h t.”

H is M ajesty spoke w ith  a  grave and  som e­
w hat h au g h ty  a ir, w hich concealed a  covert 
smile.

The a tten d an t, in  some confusion and  no 
little  su rp rise  a t  th e  u n u su al d ispleasure of 
the  K ing 's tone, adm itted  th a t he  had  aroused 
h is M ajesty five m inu tes too la te , and  pleaded 
in ex tenuation  the  usual excuse of a d iscrep­
ancy am ongst th e  clocks. T he K ing preserved 
an om inous frown.

“  You are aw are,” said he, “  th a t  I  never 
na rdon  a  fault, nor overlook even th e  m ost 
trifling m istake. H ave you n o t often 
heard  me called h a rsh , vindictive, 
and  exacting  ? I  have prepared  your 
p u n is h m e n t; I  tru s t I  will adm onish  you for 
the  fu tu re . I le re  is a gold w atch,” he  added, 
h is  assum ed d isp leasure  van ish ing  a t  once in 
a  hearty  b u rs t of lau g h te r a t  the scared e x ­
pression of h is  a tte n d an t’s countenance, “ a 
gold alarm -w atch, w hich as th e re  m ay  be 
cause shall awake you. W ear i t  for Charles 
S tu a rt’s s a k e ; and  years hence, w hen p e r­
haps he is no  m ore, m ay i t  rem ind  you of the 
stern , unk ind ly  sovereign, who, albeit he 
valued to  the  u tm ost th e  affection and  fidelity 
of h is  servan t, could n o t pass over the  sligh t 
est om ission w ithout som e such token  of h is  
d ispleasure as th is .”

So speaking, and  good-hum oredly push ing  
H erbert from th e  room , he  bade him  a  cordial 
“ good n ig h t,” leaving th e  groom  of h is  bed­
cham ber m ore devoted to h is  person, if pos­
sible, th a n  before.

Such was one am ong m any  instances of 
C harles benevolent d isp o sitio n ; such  little  
acts of k indness as th is  endeared h im  to  all 
w ith whom he cam e in  daily contact, and  the  
charm  of such a tem peram en t accounts a t 
once for th e  b lind devotion on the  p a rt of h is 
followers, com m anded by one who was the 
m ost am iable and accom plished of private  
gentlem en, as he was the  m ost in judicious of 
and  inefficient of kings.

M using upon th e  fo rtunes of h is  m aster, 
and  reg re tting  in  h is  affectionate n a tu re  h is  
own powerlessness to  a id  th e  sinking  m on 
arch , H erbert fell in to  a  broken and  d is­
tu rbed  slum ber, from  w hich, however, he 
soon awoke, and  observed, som ew hat to  h is  
dism ay, th a t  th e  K ing’s cham ber was in 
perfect darkness T he  door of com m unica­
tion  being le ft open, in  case h is  services 
should be required  d n rin g  he  n ig h t, the  a t ­
ten d a n t’s first im pulse was to  rise  and  re ­
ligh t th e  lam p, w hich he concluded had  been 
accidentally  extinguished. H e  was loth, 
however, to  d is tu rb  th e  K ing’s rest, and 
w hilst debating  th e  po in t in  h is  own m ind, 
fell off to sleep. After a sh o rt s lum ber, he 
was again  aroused by th e  K ing’s voioe calling 
to  h im . and  was su rprised  to see th a t  th e  
lam p had  been rekindled.

“  H erbert,” said h is m aster, “  I  am  restless 
and  canno t sleep. Thou wilt find a  volum e

on yonder tab le  ; read  to  m e, I  p rithee , for 
space. I t  m ay  be th e  good b ishop’s discourses 
will lu ll m e to repose. T hou , too, a re  wake­
ful and  w atchful. I  th a n k  th ee  for th y  vig il­
ance in  so readily rek ind ling  m y  lig h t, which 
had  gono ou t.”

H erbert expressed h is  su rp rise .
“  I  have no t entered your M ajesty’s ch am ­

ber,” said he. “ I  have never le ft m y 
couch since I  lay dowen ; b u t being restless , I  
observed your M ajesty’s room  was d a rk , and  
when I  woke even now reproached m yself 
th a t your M ajesty m ust have risen  to  p e r­
form a  duty th a t  should have devolved upon 
your serv an t.”

“ I  also awoke in  the  n ig h t,” replied  th e  
K ing, “ and  took notice th a t  all was dark. To 
be fully satisfied, I  pu t by th e  curta in  to look 
a t th e  lam p . S o m e tim e  after I  found i t  
light, and  concluded th e n  th a t  thou  hadst 
risen  and  set it upon th e  basin  lighted  
again .”

H erb e rt assured  h is  M ajesty it was no t so.
Charles sm iled, and  h is  countenance as­

sum ed th a t  m ystical and  ra p t expression i t  so 
often wore.

“ I  consider th is ,” said  he, “ as a  prognostic 
of God’s fu tu re  favor and  m ercy  tow ards me 
and  m in e —th a t a lthough  I  am  a t  th is  tim e 
so eclipsed, ye t e ither I  o r th ey  m ay shine 
out b righ t again !”

E v en  as he  spoke a  loud knocking  wa 
heard  a t th e  ou ter door, com m unicating  as i t  
did w ith a  back staircase  th a t  led to a  private 
entrance in to  the  court. Sounds of h u rry  and  
confusion a t  th e  sam e tim e pervaded th e  
palace, and  th e  tram p  of horses m ingled w«th 
the  c lash of steel was d is tinc tly  audible o u t­
side th e  walls. Major-GHiieral B row ne’s 
voice was heard , too, above th e  confushion, 
calling on th e  few yeom en of th e  guard  and 
o th e r officials who form ed th e  garrison  to 
“ stand  to th e ir  a rm s ,” exhorting  them  at 
the  sam e tim e to preserve th e  K ing’s person 
from in ju ry , and  the  m ajesty  of th e  P a rlia ­
m ent, as represen ted  by the  C om m issioners, 
from in su lt. M eantim e, Mawl, Maxwell and  
H arring ton , all personal a tten d an ts  of the  
Sovereign, ru sh ed  to h is  bedcham ber, 
scared, pale and  half-dressed, bu t ready, if 
need were, to sacrifice tlie ir lives in  defence 
of th e  King.

Charles alone preserved h is  usual com po­
sure. T h e  knocking a t th e  door of h is  
private  ap artm en ts  being v io lently  repeated, 
lie desired Maxwell to hold  converse w ith th is  
u nm annerly  d is tu rb e r of h is  repose. Recon 
noitering th e  assa ilan t though  a pannelling  in 
the  door, th e  old courtier was horrified  to 
observe a  C ornet of th e  Parliam en tary  d ra ­
goons stand ing  a t th e  head  of the  s ta irs  in  
com plete a rm or, w ith a cocked p isto l in h is  
hand , and  clam oring for adm ittance.

T h e  dialogue was carried  on w ittt a 
m ilitary  s te rn n ess  and  brevity  shocking 
to tlio prejudices of th e  G entlem an-U sher, 
m ore accustom ed to  tho  c ircum locutions 
of diplom acy and  th e  com plim ents of a  court.

“ W hat would you ?” inqu ired  M axwell, 
through the  pannelling . “  W ho are  you, and  
by whose orders  do you come here  ?”

The C ornet was a  stou t, resolute-looking 
m au, w ith ali the  appearance of having risen  
from th e  ranks . H is  voice was deep 
and h a rsh , h is  coun tenance of th a t  dogged 
natu re  which sets  a rgum en t and  persuasion 
alike a t defiance. H is answ ers were sh o rt 
and  categorical.

“ I  would see Charles S tu a rt ,” he  replied. 
“ My nam e is Joyce, C ornet in the service of 
the  Parliam en t. I  am  here  on m y own re ­
sponsib ility .”

“ Have you th e  au th o rity  of th e  C om m is­
sioners for yoar in tru sion  ?” gasped ou t M ax­
well, to ta lly  aghast a t the  unheard-of breach 
of e tique tte , in  w hich he  fe lt h im self aid ing  
and  abetting .

“  No !” thundered  th e  C ornet ; “ I  have 
placed a sen try  a t  the  door of every m an  of 
them . Keep qu iet, old g en tlem an —I  take  
my orders from them  th a t  fear n e ith e r  Com ­
m issioners nor P a rliam en t.”

In  effect, th e  C orne t’s en trance  in to  
H olm by H ouse, and  h is  rap id  occupation of 
every post in  its  vicinity , as of th e  palace 
itself, had  been achieved in  a m asterly  m an ­
n e r th a t showed lnm  to be no  inexperienced 
p rac titione r in  war.

W ith  a  num erous body of cavalry a t  h is  
d i s p G 3 - t l ,4re ha-cl b e e n a ll day ooeupied in  co n ­
cen tra ting  them  silently  and  stea th ily  a round 
the  beleaguered palace. H is m ain  body had  
th a t afternoon bivouacked on H arleston  H gath , 
strong  p ickets had  been placed in  every 
secluded spot which adm itted  of concealm ent 
w ith in  a c ircu it of a few miles, and  constan t 
patro ls  had  been w atching every road  by 
wliich an  escape from  H olm by was p rac tica­
ble. As d arkness fell he had  pushed  forward 
his several posts t© one com m on centre , and  
by th e  h ou r of m idn igh t a  sum m er m oon 
shone down on th e  court yard  of H olm by P a l­
ace, filled w ith a m ass of iron-clad cavalry, 
whose num b ers  rendered  resistance  hopeless 
and  im possible.

Colonel G raves an d  G eneral Browne, how ­
ever, two old P a rliam en ta ry  officers, seem ed 
to have had some ink ling  th a t  an  a ttack  was 
m e d ita ted ; for w ithout any  ap p aren t reason 
they  had  doubled th e  guards a round  th e  
K ing’s person, and  con trary  to th e ir  w ont 
had rem ained a s tir  till m idn igh t. W hen th e  
first files of th e  approaching cavalry m arched 
in to  the  court, they had  called upon th e  h an d ­
ful of soldiers and  yeomeD th a t form ed the  
garrison  to  re s is t to the  death , and  had  th e m ­
selves held  a parley  w ith  the  redoubtable Cor­
net. W hen asked h is  nam e and  business, h j^  
had  replied, w ith th e  sam o b lun tness  th a t  tfo 
discom fited Maxwell, th a t  “ h is  nam e was 
Joyce, C ornet in  Colonel W halley’s regim ent 
of horse, and  h is  business was to speak with 
th e  K ing.”

* F rom  whom  ?” said  Browne, w ith  rising  
indignation.

“  F rom  m yself 1” replied th e  C ornet, 
provoking coolness.

T he two old solders b u rs t in to  a derisive 
laugh.

“  I t ’s no  laugh ing  m a tte r,”  said  th e  u n ­
abashed in tru d er ; “ I  come no t h ith e r  to  be 
advised by you, no r have I  any  business w ith 
the  Com m issioners. My e rrand  is to  th e  
K ing, and  speak to h im  I  m u s t and  w ill.”

“  S tand  to your a rm s ,” exclaim ed B rovne, 
to th e  hand fu l of soldiers inside th e  palace ; 
but these  had  in  th e  m ean tim e held  some 
conference w ith th e  in truders, and  finding 
th a t they  all belonged to the  samo party , and 
th a t several were old com rades who had  
charged toge ther m any  a day under th e  sam e 
banner, they  refused to  act again st th e ir  
friends, an d  draw ing bolts and  bars, adm itted  
them  w ithout fu r th e r parley, bidding them  
welcome, and  shaking  th em  cordially by th e  
hand.

T h u s  i t  was th a t  th e  C ornet obtained ad ­
m ittance even to th e  very door of his M ajes­
ty ’s bedcham ber. A certa in  sense of p ro ­
priety , however, which a lm ost always accom ­
panies the  responsib ility  of a com m and, for­
bade him  from  offering any fu r th e r  violence, 
and  w ith  a m ost ungracious acquiescence he 
consented  to leave th e  K iug und istu rbed  till 
m orning, s tipu lating , however, th a t  he should 
him self take up  a  position for th e  n igh t 
ou th e  staircase , w hich in  effect he did, 
being w ith difficulty persuaded to lay down 
his firearm s an d  re tu rn  h is  sword to its  
sheath .

C harles sought h ia couch owce m ore in  th a t  
fram e of placid helplessness wliich seem s 
usually  to have taken  possession of h im  when 
in  th e  crisis of a difficulty. H e s lep t soundly, 
and awoke w ith characteristic  regu larity , little  
before h is  ord inary  hour. H is  to ile t was per­
form ed with elaborate care, h is  devotions not 
curta il d of a single in te rjec tion , h is  poached 
egg an  glass of fa ir w ater leisurely  discussed, 
and  then , but no t till then , h is  M ajesty ex­
pressed h is  readiness to hold an  interview  
with the  personage who seem ed to have power 
of life and  death  over h is  Sovereign.

The K ing’s sim plicity  of m an n er and  quiet 
dignified bearing  overawed even th e  rough 
and  low-born officer of the  P arliam ent. H alf- 
asham ed of liis  insolence, half bullying h im ­
self in to  h is  n a tu ra lly  offensive dem eanor, 
C ornet Joyce was ushered  in to  th e  presence 
w ith a  fa r d ifferent aspect from  th a t  which he 
had  assum ed the  n igh t before. Such is the  
in n a te  d ign ity  affoided by tru e  nobility  of 
soul, th a t  Charles and  h is  cap to r seem ed to 
have changed places. T he K ing appearing to

[continued on fouktu page.]


