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FARM AND GARDEN-

Seasonable Information for Tillers oi' | 
the Soil.

R n w -H li* te  I S ' S «-<•«.

A m ethod of shoeing li-u se s  w ith  ?aw h id e  i 
lias long b ee n  in  use o n  tiie- p la in s , a n d  fo u n d  | 
so serviceable and  conven ien t tbat. i t  m ight 
doubtless be found usefu l in  m any  places 
where there  a re  long periods of h o t w eather. 
T here  a re  also cases frequently  occurring in 
w hich diseases of th e  feet m ay be alleviated 
by  th e  tem porary  use of shoes cu t from  raw 
h ide  o r properly p repared  sole leather. "With 
th ese , th a t  portion  of the  foot w hich needs th e  
m ost precaution, viz., th e  c ru st o r walls of 
th e  lioof w here i t  m eets th e  sole, w ill be p re 
served from con tact w ith  h a rd  or rough su r
faces ; while th e  frog, generally  too m uch 
protected, will touch  tlie  ground and  become 
subjected to  hea lth fu l action. F o r warm  
work, upon sm ooth soils, free irom  stones and 
gravel, th is  k ind  of shoe will be useful during  
th e  sum m er season. A sim ple strip  of raw 
h ide or sole leather, well filled w ith  h o t pine 
ta r , to  m ake i t  h a rd  and  waterproof, will be j 
sufficient for general use. A m ore durable 
shoe m ay be m ade of two or m ore thicknesses, 
fastened  together by copper rivets.

Winter Treatment of Sliccp.
A correspondent of th e  Am erican L ive  

Stock Journa l says :
H aving practised  for several years th e  sys

tem  of keeping m y sheep in  close confine
m en t during  w inter, I  do no t hesita te  to  re 
com m end i t  to o thers . F o r two w in ters  I 
kep t one h u n d red  w ethers u n d er a  hay  mow, 
20 by 30, w ith  a  side rack round  th e  outside 
on  a  s till, w ith  a  double rack th rough  the  
cen tre  w hich divided the  flock in to  fifties. 
One 4£ foot door was opened a t a  tim e, for 
an  h ou r in th e  m iddle of th e  day, giving its 
fifty an  opportun ity  to  go in to  an  open yard  
for w ater. All the  re s t of th e  tim e they  were 
kept sh u t close, w ith  only ju s t  room  to  lie 
down. They d id  b e tte r th an  those w ith 
tw enty-five, an d  were penned  by tu rn in g  two 
open racks a t r ig h t angles, giving th e  ewes a 
chance a t  two sides of a  rack . T hese are 
w atered by setting  a  box 15x24 inches, and  8 
inches deep, in  the  rack  and  th e  w ater carried 
to i t  w ith a pail. T h is  allows two flocks to 
d rin k  from  one box. Before foddering, the  
box is tu rn e d  over and left in  th e  rack. A 
little  m eal throw n in to  the  box will stop all 
th e  leaks. T en  good sized ewes, will d rink  
th ree  pails  of w ater, b u t will do very well 
w ith  ha lf th a t  am oun t daily. T he w atering 
should  be during  th e  w arm est p a rt of th e  day, 
and  once a day is sufficient. Care should be 
tak en  no t to overfeed. I  th in k  i t  is equally 
as d e trim en ta l to overfeed sheep on hay, as 
i t  is  horses o r cattle  on grain . I t  is n o t as 
well to le t a  horse  or an  ox have free access 
to  an  oa t b in, as to give th em  a  regu lar m eal 
twice a  day. So w ith th e  sheep they  should 
only have w hat they  can eat up clean, 
iu  from  one h o u r to one h o u r and  jahalf. 
Som e practice giving th e  sheep m ore th a n , 
they  w ant, and  then  clean out the  racks for 
th e  colts. A careful feeder will only give 
w hat is needed, and  w ith  a  very little  care  can 
come very n ear th e  actual w ants of th e  flock. 
I  do n o t hesita te  to say i t  is  far be tte r for the  
flock th a n  over feeding, w hether fed on hay, 
straw , or grain . T he  practice of stacking 
sheep out, and  a t best give them  an  open 
shed, cannot be too h igh ly  censured. Sheep 
are very regardless of th e  fu tu re . They will 
frequently  s tan d  o » t during  a sharp  ra in  and 
chew th e  cud, w hen they  m igh t a» well seek a 
n ear shelter. T he  fleece form s a tem porary  
protection , and  a sheep feels th e  storm  very 
little  th ro u g h  it ,  un less accom panied w ith 
wind or severe cold. I t  is  the  days th a t fol
low a w et fleece th a t  tell on th e  h ealth  and  
constitu tion  of a  flock of sheep. I t  is  th is  
th a t  th e  flock-m aster m ust look to w ith  espe
cial care, as th e  sheep h a s  only the in s tinc t 
for h is  p resen t w ants. T he  fu tu re  depends 
on  th e  sliephord. T he  objection m ost fre 
quen tly  urged against th is  m ethod  of w in ter
in g  sheep, is th a t th e  ewe has too little  exer
cise for the  hea lth  and  s treng th  of th e  lam b. 
I  feared th a t  myself, b u t practice lias proved 
m y  success, as m y flock of lam bs can  now 
speak for Ihem selves, as nearly  as a dum b 
an im al can speak. They can  a t least speak 
understand ing ly  to  th e  eye of a practical wool 
grower. T he  flock should be foddered soon 
after daylight in  th e  m orn ing , and  early  
enough a t  n ig h t to allow th em  tim e to clean 
a ll up before dark. Sheep kept in  th is  way 
will have a sprightly  look from  th e  eye, and 
w hen s tand ing  a t  ease are inclined to stand  
w ith  fore and  h ind  feet apart. W hile those 
exposed to  all th e  inclem encies of the  w eather, 
w ill s tan d  w ith all th e  feet close together, 
roach  back and dull eye. Too m uch  v e n tila 
tion  is a  source of annoyance to a flock. W hen 
I  keep all th e  sides closed for weeks, m y flock 
does be tte r th a n  w hen left open.

Wearing Out Soil**.
W e have a  good deal said constan tly  about 

soil deterioration , and  th e ir  u ltim ately  w ear
ing  out. I n  all old settled countries w here a 
slack system  of farm ing  is carried  on , the  
soil soon loses its  fertility , and  re so rt m ust 
be h ad  to heavy m anuring , or such  a system  
of fallen renovation, th a t while the  soil m ay 
have re s t in  th e  direction  in  which it m ay 
be depleted, som e crop  m ay be raised 
to  shade th e  ground, and  eventually  be tu rn ed  
u n d e r  to fu rn ish  food for succeeding crops. 
I t  is qu ite  tru e  th a t  we m ay no t draw  on any 
soil year a fte r year in  th e  production  of spe
cial ci’ops, w ithout un fittin g  i t  for fa ir p ro 
duction. W e m ay easily unfit m ost soils 
m echanically  f o  th a t  th e ir  productive qua l
ities  will be locked up, ye t th is  being done 
under inefficient cultivation, a  p ractical m a n  
will take a farm , and  in  a  few years bring  it 
again  up  in  a fa ir s tan d ard  of fertility . I t  
is  a  fixed law th a t w hatever e lem ents of 
fertility  a re  carried away from  a  soil m ust 
again  be som e way replaced. H ence the  
well-known value of m anures, ot clover and 
of various p lan ts  th a t  m ay be 
plowed under to again  render the  
soil fertile. H ence again in  all well conducted 
farm ing  th e  necessity  of a  well digested ro ta 
tion  of crops, adapted  to  th e  special soils 
worked. All farm s are no t adapted to w heat, 
c i to corn, to stock grazing, or dairying. 
H ence everj' fa rm er grows such crops as h is 
judgm en t dictates as best adapted  to th e  n a 
tu re  of h is  land , and  th e  m ore in te lligent 
ones seek by diversified crops no t only to keep 
th e  fertility  in tac t, but to  im prove it. The 
good farm er cultivates no t only such crops by 
are best adap ted  to  h is  hom e m arke t, an d  as 
exercises of good business sagacity keeps h is  
soil n o t only in tac t, bu t often increases his 
yield m aterially . T here  is, indeed, m uch 
sense, as well ae nonsense, m ixed up w ith 
th is  question  of soils ru n n in g  down. I t  is, 
however, th e  non-reading and  generally  slack 
fa rm er who le ts h is  soil ru n  down, while the  
business fa rm er is n o t only careful to keep 
h is  farm  fully up  to its  na tu ra l fertility , b u t 
seeks by every m eans in h is  power to  m ake it 
m ore and  m ore productive year by year 
u n til  a t la st he is gratified w ith knowing 
th a t  he  lias reached th e  p o iu t of m axim um  
fertility .

Lire ou Caitle.
T he best, as well as th e  cheapest and  s u r 

est rem edy for lice on cattle  we have ever 
used  is kerosene. I t  is easily applied. F irs t 
sa tu ra te  a  sponge w ith w ater, th en  dip i t  in 
tlie  oil, and  go over th e  p a rts  infested. We 
propose try ing  oil in  tho  w hitew ash for th e  
chicken house and  th in k  i t  will prove a  sure  
cure . I t  m ay m ake th e  place look a  little  
Streaky or sm eared, and, if i t  dees, it will no t 
h u r t  ; but i t  will, we th in k , rid  us of th e  pests. 
W hen we to ld  “  D ick” to p a in t th e  roosts and 
nests  w ith it, and  p u t a  little  under the  
wings, he  th o u g h t our idea was to  kill off h is  
broods because of th e ir  ra id s  on the  sm all 
f ru it bushes ; now, he, too has learned  its  
value

P o i i ! t r y  N o te s .

Perches for heavy fowls should be at 
least tliree  inches in  d iam eter ; if they  
are too sm all th e  w eight of a  heavy fowl 
is ap t to  produce crookedness of th e  b re a s t
bone.

Feed all th e  unsalable  vegetables to the  
chickens.

L ate  cu t rowen soaked in  w arm  water, 
and  th en  sprinkled  w ith corn m eal m akes 
good w in ter food for geese.

If  you have any first-class poultry  to sel

ior b i e td in g  p u rp o s e , u s -j  a  liitio  p rin te r 's  
ink—it will accom plish wonders.

W here one wishes to keep a  largo num ber 
of fowls, an d  to ra ise  early  chicks, 
a two sto ry  fowl house will be ju s t th e  th ing .

M r. Ayers says th a t  th e  P lym outh  Rocks 
“ are probably tlie  m ost perfectly adapted  to 
all clim ates and  localities of any of the  
m odern  vari ties of s tan d ard  fowls.”

Pum pkins boiled and  m ixed w ith corn m ake 
very good chicken food.

See th a t  your rooster perches aro far 
enough from  th e  side of th e  house, o th e r
wise you m ay have a lo t of wry ta iled  chick
ens on hand.

D on’t  buy of those  who claim  to  have the  
“ best and  only good stock of fowls in  the  
coun try ,” and offer to sell th em  for alm ost 
no th in g  ; you will get cheated if you do.

T he dem and for good P lym outh  Rocks is 
grea ter th is  year th a n  ever before.

C 0  i« i i  C B U i .

« O h T R i r F  i 'E L E C ^ K A P lf l  B O V S ,

T he te legraph is now m ade to  do a  g rea t 
m any  services in large c ities. In s tead  of 
m erely  sending m essages from one person to 
ano ther, in s tru m en ts  a re  placed in private 
houses, and  th e  ocsupants, by m erely press 
ing  a  knob, can sum m on a  policem an, o r give 
an a la rm  in  case of fire, o r call a m essenger 
to  do any service th a t  m ay be requ ired . T he  
principal com pany in  New York w hich con 
tro ls  such a  te legraph system , is th e  A m eri
can D istric t Telegraph C om pany. T he boys 
in  th is  com pany’s em ploy have m any duties 
to perform  which are no t required  of th e  
W estern  U nion  boys, and  they  therefore have 
a g rea t m any th ings  to lea rn  before th ey  can 
be provided w ith work. W hen the  h ire r  of a 
D istric t in s tru m e n t calls for a m essenger, the  
boy can never know w hat he m ay be w anted 
for. H e m ay be to ld  to h u rry  for a physician  
he m ay be given a  package for delivery, o r a 
bill to collect, or he  m ay be sen t by a broker 
to deliver stock or have a  check certified 
fine, h is  du ties are too varied  for m e to nam e 
them  all. W hen i t  is rem em bered th a t  about 
4,500 D is tric t in s tru m en ts  a re  now in  use in 
New York, and  th a t  1,513,265 m essages were 
delivered by th e  D is tric t boys iu  th e  year 
ended Septem ber 30, 1877, some no tion  of 
m anifold services required  of them  can be 
form ed.

I t  is  easy to  see th a t  an  inexperienced and  
unsk ilfu l m essenger in  such an  em ploym ent 
would only prove h im self a  nuisance to the  
public and  an  in ju ry  to  the  com pany. E very  
boy, therefore, who is em ployed by th e  A m er
ican D is tric t Telegraph Com pany is p u t in to  
a train ing-school, and  th is  school is a  very in 
te restin g  one.

T he  school-room is  provided w ith  wooden 
benches, like those found in  old-fashioned 
country  d istric t schools, b u t th e  in struc tion  
given is entire ly  in  regard  to  th e  business of 
the  com pany. E very  candidate  for a place 
m ust know how to  read  and  write before he 
can be p u t in to  th e  school. I t  is of course 
necessary for th e  boys to  know the  s ituation  
of every s tree t in  th e  city. A large m ap of 
th e  city is therefore  placed before them , w ith 
th e  streets  m arked on it, bu t w ithout the ir 
nam es. T he  teacher po in ts  out different 
s treets to  h is  pupils, and they  are requ ired  to 
nam e th em . In  th is  way a  m essenger-boy 
soon acquires a  m ore com plete knowledge of 
th e  c ity ’s thoroughfares th a n  m any  an  old 
re s id en t can boast of. I n  one p a rt of the 
room  are telegraph in s tru m en ts  such  as the 
com pany uses, and  th e  boys are tau g h t how 
to  send and  receive m essages on them . Then 
th e re  is a  m in ia tu re  bank , w here they  are 
ta u g h t about th e  use of checks, aud  th e re  is a 
kind  of m ake-believe b roker’s office, where 
they  are tau g h t how to deliver stock, etc. 
M uch a tten tio n  is given to th e  in s truc tion  in 
th e  bank and in  the  b roker’s office, as b ank 
ers and brokers use th e  m essenger-boys con
stan tly .

T here  is, beside all th is  a  great deal for the  
boys to lea rn  abou t th e  com pany’s m ethods 
of business, which I  need  no t explain in  de
ta il. They m ust m ake them selves fam iliar 
w ith  th e  “  tariff book,” which te lls th em  how 
m uch  a  boy m u st charge for going from  any 
one place in th e  city to  any o ther. They 
m u st learn  the  use of th e  different k inds of 
tickets, on w hich th e  tem porary  record of 
th e ir  service is kept. They m ust know w hen 
to  charge for a car or stage fare  and  w hen it 
is  p roper for them  to walk.

T he  A m erican D istric t T elegraph Com pany 
em ploys on a n  average 550 boys, who are  d is
trib u ted  th roughou t th e  city am ong tw enty- 
th ree  offices. E ach  office has from  five to 
eighty boys in  a ttendance , according to its  
location, and every boy is expected to  serve 
teu  hou rs  a  day. In  some of th e  offices, con
s ta n t em ploym ent cannot be found for all the 
boys du ring  th is  tim e, and  one form  of p ro
m otion  is to  send a boy to  a n  “  easy d is 
tr ic t .”

W hen  a  boy arrives a t  h is  office in  the  
m orning , he goes to  th e  sergeant, who notes 
if he  is on tim e or no t. T hen he pu ts  on his 
uniform  and  reports  to  th e  m anager, who 
ascerta ins w hether o r no t h is  h an d s  a re  clean 
and  h is  h a ir  is neatly  brushed. I f  he  passes 
th is  exam ination  successfully, he  takes a  seat 
ready for duty . T he  boys respond to th e  calls 
in  the  order of the  num bers early  in  the  m orn 
ing ; afterw ard they  take  th e ir  tu rn s .

A faithfu l boy in th e  em ploy of th is  com 
pany is never discharged m erely because busi
n ess  is dull, th e  resignation  of boys who tire 
of th e ir  du ties o r leave for o ther causes, and 
th e  dism issal of boys who are unsatisfactory , 
rap id ly  decreasing the  force w hen additions 
are n o t m ade. I t  h a s  requ ired  no little  skill to 
a rrange th e  services th a t  inefficient m essen
gers m ay be detected am ong so m any ; bu t 
th is  has been accom plished by an  adm irable 
system  of records, and  discipline is  enforced 
by m eans of fines and  ex tra  h ou rs , which 
soon lessen the  wages, o r pro long  th e  period 
of daily  service, of those  boys who prove 
rem iss.— W . A . L in n , in  S t. N icholas fo r  D e
cember .

P E R S O N A L .

Rev. Mr. M ueller, of B risto l, E n g lan d , will 
leave O ttaw a for B rockville a fte r filling h is 
engagem ents a t the  first-nam ed city. H e also 
in tends  v isiting  several of th e  A m erican 
cities before re tu rn in g  to E ngland.

Mr. B u tle r, of tlie'J S tratfo rd  T im es , is 
spoken of as a  cand idate  for the  m ayoralty  of 
th a t  town.

L abouchere wishes th a t  every m au  of note 
who w rites an  editoria l a rtic le  should  sign i t  
w ith h is  nam e.

George F ranc is  T rain  again becom es a lec
tu re  fiend.

Benedict A rnold’s au tographs b rought more 
a t a  recen t sale th a n  those of Bonajparte and  
F rederick  th e  G reat.

M r. D elane, la te  editor of the  London 
Tim es, died of B rig h t’s disease, of w hich two 
of h is  b ro thers have died before him .

T he  m o ther an d  siste r of M ichael D avitt, 
one of th e  a rrested  Ir ish  agitators, live in  
Philadelphia.

T he  E a rl of L onsdale  is th e  defendan t in  
an  action b rough t again st h im iu  th e  Common 
P leas Division by a  horse-dealer to recover 
th e  value of th ree  geldings supplied  to his 
wife. T he defendan t pleaded th a t  th e  C oun
tess  ®f L onsdale had  no a u th o rity  to contract 
the  debt and  th a t  the  horses had  n o t been 
ordered by him .

Rev. Jam es S m ythe, M. A., form erly  in 
cum bent of St. Jo h n ’s church , S trath roy , 
died a t S helborne on Tuesday.

W . W . S. Ire land , wife of th e  M anager of 
th e  B ank  of Commerce, in  C hatham , is p ro 
stra ted  w ith p leurisy  and  in flam m ation , of 
th e  lungs.

T hey were m eandering  arm  in  a rm  up 
th e  street, and a short distance ahead of them  
walked a  young lady very handsom ely  a ttired . 
The sun  was about se tting  and  its  ligh t was 
throw ing a  beautifu l crim son glow all over the 
ear th . H e  said, in  a  ra th e r  subdued tone of 
voice : “ How b e au tifu l! perfectly g rand  ?” etc.

W ell, I  don’t  know ,”  was th e  response from 
th e  fa ir one by h is  side, “ I  don’t  adm ire her 
style, and  th e  dress is a m igh ty  poor fit.” H e 
weakened, and the  su n se t in te res ted  h im  no 
m ore.— Yonkers Gazette.

—An E n g lish m an  who deplores th a t  E n g 
land  should have m ade shoddy goods says 
th a t  th e ir  trad e  was lost to th em  when they  
cam e to th e  conclusion th a t  all th e  re s t of the  
world were fools.

— Skates “  go-as-they-pleasr” w ith a  green 
h a u d .

- KISM'S by telephone taste  like a. boiled 
ch ina egg on toast.

You will always find th a t  the  m an who 
bogs a  cigarette  cannot w histle a tune .

.— W hen th e  tim e arrives for a ^ a b y  to com 
m ence eating  bread, you should  break  i t  to 
him  gently .

—I t  is said th a t  anxious m others and  aun ts  
th in k  th a t  all g irls m ust pass th rough  “  th e  
p la in  age.5'

— T he R ussian  G overnm ent have now de
cided to  tran sp o rt S iberian  p risoners by sea in 
m ost cases.

—An ounce of keep-your-m outh-shut is 
b e tte r th a n  a  pound of explanation  a fte r you 
have said it.

— I t  is only in Now York th a t  a  wom an 
dares sue for a  divorce from  a  m an  she never 
was m arried  to.

— A London paper believes th a t  i t  is m uch 
m ore im p o rtan t to a  g irl to be p re tty  th a n  a 
boy to be clever.

— H usbands never m eet th e ir  wives w ith 
“  sm iles” on th e ir  lip s ; they  wipe th em  off 
before they  get home.

— W hen a  wom an prom enades th e  streets 
leading a  dog, i t  looks as if she couldn’t  get 
any th ing  else on a  string .

— W om ankind is like cider,— sweet w hen 
firs t squeezed, b u t growing m ore vinegar-like 
after lying a round  for a few years.

—B aron  N a th an  R »tlischild , of V ienna, 
pays h is  cook $2,500 a year and  spends $60 
a day in  wages to  h is  th ir ty  o ther servants.

— G reat m en pay h igh  prices for choice 
lib rary  books, m ake a  show of them , die, and 
the  he irs  sell o u t for w hat they  will bring.

— Crepe flowers a re  considered very beauti
ful and  are extensively used on bridal dresses 
where orange-blossom s a ra n o  longer a prim e 
necessity.

—D in n a  forget St. A ndrew ’s Day,
W hilk  th is  yea r com es on S u n d a y ;
B u t gae to  chu rch  b a i th  m orn  an d  eve,
\n d  rem em b er th e  concert on M onday,

—A m an  who won’t  g it up  an d  g it and  yell 
and whoop and upset gates w hen th e  fire-bells 
ring  will never be heard  of even in  a  police 
court.

— Cetewayo’s four wives have each been 
p resented  w ith a  concertina, and  th e  u n 
fo rtunate  Cet. will im m ediately take  to  the 
woods.

—Give u s a py ram id .—Neiv York W orld  
Give u s a sp liynx .— Chicago Tim es. Give 
us a  m um m y.— C incinnati Commercial. Give 
u s a  rest.

— An E n g lish  gen tlem an  bought cheap 
Am erican cheese, and, m ixing i t  w ith  corn 
m eal, fed i t  to pigs, which i t  fa ttened  im 
m ensely.

—E very  m an  is th e  a rch itect of h is  own 
fortunes. T h a t’s the  reason a fo rtune always 
costs h im  fifty per cent, over and  above h is  
estim ates.

— Take a do rm an t bum ble-bee, p u t h im  on 
th e  teacher’s desk before school begins, and 
th en  study  your g eog raphy . and  w ait for a 
thaw  and  resu lts.

— A young m an  iu  M anitoba sen t an  offer 
of m arriage to  a  g irl whom  he la n d e d , and 
in reply received a  telegram  : “ Come on w ith 
your m in is te r.”

— T he though tfu l girl who te lls h e r gentle? 
m en callers what h e r o th e r gentlem en friends 
are going to give her C hristm as is tak ing  tim e 
rig h t by th e  top-knot.

—T here  w as a bo ld  bu rg h er of O ttaw a,
W hose a rm s  an d  legs w ere a ll sh o t aw ay.

Ho sh o u ted , “ I  w a n t to 
Know w h a t p lace  Tu-run  to,

W hen  once I  h ave  m oseyed  an d  g o t aw ay.”

—L ady—How old are you, little  boy ? 
L ittle  darkey—W ell, if you goes by w hat 
m udder says I ’s six  ; bu t if you goes by de 
fun  I ’s had  I ’s m ost a  hundred .

—W hen a  barber takes y ou r nose between 
h is  th u m b  and  forefinger you can easily tell 
w hether he  has been sm oking a  real m eer- 
sclium  o r a  venerable T. D. pipe.

— Boy, see here. A ten-year-o ld  in  M aine 
hid  under the  lounge to h ea r w hat sibter 
M ary’s beau  would say. L igh tn ing  struck  
the  house, ra n  along the  floor—dead boy.

—If  Jacob’s ladder was now to be placed 
against th e  en trance  of H eaven you couldn’t 
induce anybody to  ascend it. ) An opposition 
e levator would get all the  pas&'.nger traffic.

—I  have gone th ro u g h  life th u s  fa r w ith 
no m ere m an  dangling a t m y sk irts  and  im 
pending m y progress. H ooray ! A b it of the  
wing, if you please.— Susan B . 4 n th o n y .

— T here are n ineteen  “  sure  cures ” for in 
tem perance  now advertised , b u t no t one of 
them  can begin w ith  p u ttin g  a  chap behind 
th e  bars w here he  can ’t  get hold of w hiske^ 

— A new -m ade granger in  th e  W est said t  
h is  wife, “ M artha, we’ll have lo ts of pum p
k ins nex t year. I  planted  about forty  ; 
had  to dig awful holes to p u t ’em in th o ugh .”

—T here  is an  old m a id  a t  D u lu th  
T h a t sq u in ts  and  h as  only one to o th ;

B u t she th in k s  th a t  le a p -y e a r  
W ill be p resen tly  h e re —

So you ’d  b e t te r  n o t go to  D ulu th .

— Spurgeon s a y s : “ I  care no t w here a
m an  goas a t n ig h t after hearing  m y serm on 
in  th e  m orning. If  I  canno t im press his 
m ind  and  keep h im  from  evil i t  is  m y fault 
no t h is .”

— I t  is th e  opinion of the  New York Tim es  
th a t  “ n ex t to  a gift for inven ting  there  is 
scarcely any  m ore dangerous th a n  th a t of a 
ta len t for singing, especially in  the  case of a 
w om an.”

— Speaking of the  M oderation Society, the  
B urlington  H aw keye  says its  guiding principle 
proh ib its m ore  th a n  one d rink  a t a  tim e. 
B u t we dare say th e re  a re  provisions for cases 
of sickness.

— Says a  New York corn-doctor : “ As
long as th e re  a re  women th e re  will be tigh t 
shoes and  corns and  bunions, and  as long as 
there  are corns and  bun ions I  can m ake 
$ 10,000 a y e a r .”

—L ad y —“ And pu t ju s t a  t in t  of .carm ine 
on th e  eneeks, b u t not too m uch, you know .” 
Pho tog rapher—“ Exactly , inadam e ; I  per
fectly u n d e rs ta n d ; abou t as m uch as you 
have on now .”

— A proper conclusion for th e  m arriage 
cerem ony in  m any of our fashionable “ so
ciety” weddings would be : “ W hat commercial 
in te res ts  have joined together, le t no ill- tem 
per p u t asunder !”

—“ T here  was never any  situation  so bad 
th a t  it could no t be w orse,” says an  American 
philosopher. For instance , a  m an  on the  
gallows m igh t be lost in  the  woods w ithout 
even a  dog for com pany. .>

— An old fa rm er whose zeal a t grace was 
hard ly  sufficient to suppress h is appetite  used 
to end h is p rayer in the  following unpu n tu a t- 
ed m an n er : “ And bless u s all for C hris t’s
sake Joe pass th e  po tatoes.”

—T hey  m e t, ’tw as on th e  s tre e t—
“ Oh ! such  a  b o n n e t I” th o u g h t th e  one—
T he o th e r th o u g h t : “ Wba. t f e e t !”
Y et th e y  d id  ta lk —
T ogether w alk  —
A nd k issed  each  o th e r’s cheeks—an d  chalk .

—If  children were tau g h t to say “  M other” 
instead  of “ M a,” th e  blood curdling cry of a 
young goat in  th e  adjoining field would never 
cause an  anxious p a ren t to  ru sh  out to see 
w hat was the m a tte r w ith her darling .

— T hree k itten s  have died of d iph theria  in  
Ogdensburg. T hey  contracted  the  diseas 
from children  affected w ith it. T he post
m ortem  exam ination  showed plain ly  th e  d iph 
the ritic  m em brane in  th e  k itte n s ’ th roa ts .

“ Hey, J im , le t’s be oarsm en .” “  O ars
m en ? H um ph , you can’t  row .” “  W ho said 
any th in g  abou t row ing?” “ Do H anlan  and 
Courtney row ? And a in ’t they  th e  greatest 
oarsm en in  th e  coun try?”— O il C ity  B er- \ 
rick . |

—A horse  m  Chicago d rank  two gallons of 
beer by m istake for w ater, and  in  abou t fif
teen  m inu tes he danced a round  th e  wagon 
and  w anted to know  who ru n  th a t tow n if  he 
d id n ’t, i t  effects everything ju s t th a t  way.

— The Chicago Tribune  announces th a t 
George A gustus Sala is com ing to th is  c o u n -;

try , and  inc iden tally^em inds  its  readers th a t  \ 
he is th e  gen tlem an  f©r whom  th e  well-known 
song, A. Sala’s wife A. Sala’s s ta r  should be” 
was w ritten .

—T h e Jib e ra l m a n  h as  a  blessing  
F a r  g rea te r th a n  m ise r’s pelf,

F o r  th e re ’s n o th ing  qu ite  so d istressing  
As a  m a n  in  love w ith  him self.
She w as m y  i d y l  w h ile  I  wooed;

My i d o l  w hen I  won ;
My i d e a l  w hen in  a f te r  yea rs  

W ays i d l e  Jiad .she done.
| —You can tra m  th e  eye to see all the
i b righ t places in  your life, and  so slip over the 
h a rd  ones with su rpris ing  ease. You can 
also tra in  th e  eye to  re s t on th e  gloomy 
spots, in  u tte r forgetfulness of all th a t  is 
b rig h t and  beautiful.

—T he subject for conversation  a t an  even
ing  en te rta in m en t was th e  intelligence of ani 
m als , particu larly  dogs. Says S m ith , “ T here  
are  dogs th a t  have m ore sense th a n  th e ir  
m asters .” “ J u s t  so,” responds young F itz- 
noodle. “ I ’ve got th a t k ind  of a  dog m yself ”  

— ’Tis th e  sw eetest th in g  in  life to see th e  
childlike sim plicity  and  deference to  m a te rn a l 
au tho rity  which a  m aiden of 35 or 40 will 
exh ib it before a  room full of people as she 
skips across th e  floor to ask  dear m am m a if she 
m ay walk up  and down th e  p iazza for a  little  
while,

ANOMALIES.
—T he po lished  stove w hich  w arm s yo u r room  

Is  b lackest w hen i t ’s b r ig h t ;
Tho h ea d  an d  lim bs an d  m in d  of m an  

Are loosest w hen h e ’s t i g h t ;
T hese  folks w ho a re  by  b lood  ak in  

G et up  th e  b it te re s t  f ig h t ;
T h e  b lin d est m a n  can ’t  build  a  hom e 

U nless he h as  h is  sight.

An old farm er in  O akland county , M ich., 
81 years old, was tu rn ed  out of doors by h is  
son. H e hobbled round  to th e  barn  and  
burned  up the  whole estab lishm en t, which 
represented  th e  work of h is  lifetim e. H is  
g rit held ou t to the  end.

—T he B erlin  correspondent of th e  P aris  
Globe says th a t P rince B ism arck, now in ten t 
on getting  all ra ilroads in to  the  hands  of th e  
S ta te , contem plates th a t  as soon as possible 
the  S ta te  shall becom e grand in su rer—life, 
fire and  m arine . H e has directed m inu te  in 
quiries in to  the  business.

— W riting  to your au n t th a t  you would be 
glad to see her and  h e r five children a t your 
house on C hristm as is som ething  like send
ing  for a  lo ttery  ticket. In  the one case you 
hope she won’t  come, and  in  the  o th e r you 
do n ’t  expect to draw  a  prize.

— W e respect an  em otionally  in sane  poet 
an  inte llectually  eccentric poet, o r even a  fool 
poet, bu t of all th e  poets we do cordially de
spise, it is  th e  toadying poet who grinds out 
m achine verse for th e  purpose of curry ing  
favor with a great m an.

T H E  R E JE C T E D  LOVER.
Since th o u  th a t  fa ta l w ord h a s t  spoke,

W ith  cruel lip  a n d  care less air,
7 Thich , b rea th in g  o’e r  m y  heart-strings, woke, 

JEolian m oanings of desp a ir ;
Since th a t  th y  h au g h ty  sire  h as  tu rn e d  

An icy shou lder to  m y  suit,
And, w hile m y w asted  love is spurned , 

T h re a ten s  th is  w asted  fo rm —to  b o o t ; 
Avenging fu ry  fires m y  b reas t—

W ith  w ild desire m y h e a r t  is riven  
T h a t th o u  w ith iu  th y  dow ny n es t 

M ayst get as good as  th o u  has  given !
—L ady of th e  house :— “ In  th e  nam e of 

common sense, Molly, how m any pounds of 
m eat have you b rought from  the  m arke t ? 
said to bring only two pounds.” Molly—“ Yes 
m adam , you said two pounds, bu t I  understood 
four pounds, so I  told th e  bu tcher six pounds, 
b u t he understood eight pounds, so I  brought 
ten  pounds.”

— A m in iste r once told W endell Phillips 
th a t  if  his business in  life was to save the  
negroes, he ought to go to the  South , where 
they  were, and do it. “ T h a t is w orth  th in k  
ing  of,” replied P h illip s; “ and  w hat is your 
business in  life? ’’ “ To save m en  from  go 
ing  to hell,” replied tlie  m in ister. “  T hen go 
th e re  and attend  to your b usiness,” said 
Phillips,

— T heA thol Transcrip t,an Am erican paper, 
vouches for the following inscrip tion  upon 
tom bstone ju s t pu t in th e  Pelham  cem etery 
by th e  b ro ther of the  deceased, th e  nam es a p 
pearing  in  fu l l :
W  G died  by  arsen ic poison, M arch  23,1850

aged 3G years.
Think, m y  friends, w hen th is  you see,
How  m y wife h a th  d e a lt by  m e ;
She in  som e oysters did p repare  
Som e poison fo r m y lo t an d  share.
T hen  of tho  sam e I did p artake ,
A nd n a tu re  y ie lded  to  i ts  fate,
Before she m y wife becam e,
M F  w as h e r  nam e.

— T he PeSin Gazette  is  nearly  twenty-five 
hundred  years old, and every now and  then  
an  old m an  hobbles in to  thc  office and pays a 
year’s subscription, with th e  rem ark  th a t he 
hae been a subscriber ever since the  first 
num ber was p rin ted . The clerk, w ithout be
tray ing  any  su rprise , observes as he hands 
him  a receipt, “ Yes, we have seyeral nam es 
on our lis t who have been subscribers from 
*he s ta r t .” T hen th e  old m an goes out m ut- 

'r ing  som ething ahou t th is  world being full 
ii liars.

—Shyly h e  b en t over th e  sh in ing  head,
A nd “w on’t  you—w on’t  you 

H e softly  said,
P lead ing  w ith  th e  b right-eyed m iss 
J u s t  fo r th e  loan of one sw eet kiss.
The m aiden  tossed  h e r  p re tty  head ,
A nd “No, I  won’t  you  !”

She saucily  said.
“How  foolish he is,” th o u g h t th e  li ttle  m iss ; 
“H e shou ld  n o t ask  for, b u t s tea l th o  kiss.”

—Oh, com e an d  ta k e  a  w alk ;
Tho s ta rs  a rc  so ftly  w inking 

Above th e  p lac id  la k e ;
And rea lly  I  am  th in k in g

I t  w ould be  ju s t  delicious. 
Now th e n , p u t  you r h a t  on, old girl, an d  com e 

along, fo r you m u s t be  aw are  of th e  fa c t th a t  
O’e r  th e  flow ery lea 

Tw inkles sw eet capella ,
A nd tlie  lily  closes up  

S om ew hat like an  u m bre lla
F ro m  w hich  th e  suringle h as

beon lo s t or stolen.
T h e  squ irre l jum ps upo n  th e  tree , 

E n joy ing  sp lend id  fun,
U n til he  tu m b le s  dow n before 

T he greasy  D u tch m an ’s gun.
A nd th e n  h e  is d iv ided  up 

In  a  way to  m ake  one s ig h ;
T h e  outsidje goes on D ora/s h a t,

T he inside in  a  p ie .
T he fall, th e  aTJ, th e  lovely fall,

Oh! a u tq n m  nought can  sw eeten, 
B ecause i t  is  th e  tim e  a t  w hich 

T h e  c a rp e t isn ’t  b e a te n —
Sifihs th e  m a jo r domo.

A FiVG -POtiVD  WOl’li W I I HI A 
NTOBV.

[London Telegraph.]

Not long ago a well-known collector of cu 
riosities in P aris , who had  devoted considera
ble sum s of m oney to th e  ga thering  together 
of bank-notes of all countries and  all values, 
becam e possessor of a B ank  of E ngland  £5  
note to w hich an unusually  strange  story  was 
attached . T his note was paid in to  a  L iver
pool m erch an t’s office in the  ord inary  way of 
business sixty-one years ago, and its recipient, 
the C ashier of the  firm , while hold ing i t  up 
to th e  ligh t to te s t its  genuineness, noticed 
some fa in t red  m arks upon it, which, on 
closer exam ination , proved to be semi-effaced 
words, scrawled in blood between th e  prin ted  
line  and  upon th e  b lank  m arg in  of th e  note. 
E x trao rd in a ry  pains were taken  to  decipher 
these  partly  obliterated  characters, and  even
tua lly  the  following sentence was m ade o u t :
“  If  th is  note should fall in to  tho  hands  of 
Jo h n  D ean, of Long H ill, near Carlisle, he 
will learn  hereby th a t h is  b ro ther is langu ish 
ing a  prisoner iu  A lgiers.” M r. D ean was 
prom ptly com m unicated with by the holder of 
the  note, and  he appealed to th e  G overnm ent 
of th e  day for assistance in h is  endeavor to 
obtain  his b ro th e r’s release from  captivity, 

prisoner, who, as i t  subsequently  ap-The
peared, h ad  traced th e  above sentence upon 
the  note with a  sp lin te r of wood dipped in h is 
own blood, had been a slave to th e  Dey of Al
g iers for eleven years w hen h is  strange m is 
sive first a ttrac ted  a tten tio n  in  a Liverpool 
counting-house. H is fam ily and friends had 
long believed h im  dead. E ven tually  his 
bro ther, w ith th e  aid of the  B ritish  au tho ri
ties in  th e  M editerranean, succeeded in ra n 
som ing him  from the  Dey and  brought him  
hom e to E ngland , where, however, he  did not 
long survive h is  release, h is  constitu tion  hav 
ing  been irreparab ly  in ju red  by exposure, 
privations, and forced labor in  th e  Dey’s gal
leys.

— A recen t w riter says th a t  lau g h te r springs 
from  a  sudden sense of superiority.

i l l E  I . s o f t  K I L L E R .

(F rom  th e -F ren ch  of Duatyeff.)

People in  T un is, A frica—a t least, some of 
th e  older people,— often ta lk  of th e  w onderful 
exploits of a  lion-killer who was fam ous*there 
forty  years ago. The story is th is , and  is said 
to be en tire ly  truo  :

The lion k iller was celled “  T he  S icilian ,” 
because h is  native  coun try  was Sicily ; and  
he was know n as “  T he C hris tian” am ong th e  
people in  T un is, who were m ostly  A rabs, and, 
consequently , M oham m edans. H e was also 
called “  H ercu les,” because of h is  s tre n g th ,— 
th a t  being th e  nam e of a strong dem i-god of 
th e  ancien t G reeks. H e was no t bu ilt like 
H ercules, however ; h e  was ta ll, b u t b eau ti
fully proportioned, and  th e re  was no th ing  in 
h is  form  th a t  betrayed his powerful muscles. 
H e perform ed prodigies of s tren g th  w ith so 
m uch  gracefulness an d  ease as to  aston ish  
all who saw them .

H e was a  m em ber of a traveling  show com 
pany th a t  visited  T u n is ,—very m uch as m e n 
agerie and  circus troupes go about th is  country 
now from  tow n to tow n. H is p a rt of th e  
business was, no t sim ply to do th ings  th a t 
would display h is  g rea t s tren g th , b u t also to 
rep resen t scenes by pan tom ine , so th a t  they  
would appear to th e  audience exactly as if 
the  real Beenes were being perform ed before 
th e ir  very eyes. In  one of th ese  scenes he 
showed th e  people how  he had  encountered 
and  killed a  lion w ith a  wooden club in  the  
coun try  of D am ascus. T his is th e  m an n e r 
in  w hich he did it :

A fter a flourish of trum pets, th e  Sicilian 
cam e up th e  stage w hich was a rranged  to 
represen t a  circle, or arena, and  had th ree  
palm -trees in th e  m iddle. H e was handsom e 
dressed in  a  costum e of black velvet, t r im 
m ed w ith silver braid , and  as he  looked 
around  upon th e  audience w ith a  grave but 
gentle expression, and  w ent th ro u g h  \yith the  
A rabian  sa lu ta tio u , w hich was to  bear his 
rig h t h and  to h is  h eart, m ou th , and  forehead 
successively, th e re  was perfect silence, so 
charm ed were the  people w ith h is  beau ty  and 
dignity .

T hen  an  in te rp re te r cried  :
“ The C hristian will show you how w ith h is  

club, he  killed a  lion in  th e  coun try  of 
D am ascus ! ”

Im m ediate ly  following th is  cam e ano ther 
flourish of tru m p ets  an d  a  s trik ing  of cym bals, 
as if to -announce  th e  en trance of the  lion. 
Quickly th e  Siclian sprang beh ind  one of the 
th ree  palm s, whence to w atch h is  enem y. 
W ith  an  a tten tive  and  reso lu te  eye, leaning 
h is  body first to  the  righ t, and  th e n  to th e  left 
of th e  tree , he kept h is  f aze on th e  terrib le 
b reast, following all th e  m ovem ents w ith the  
gratefu l m otions of h is  own body, so n a tu ra lly  
and suitably as to  captivate th e  a tten tio n  of 
th e  spectators.

“ T he  lion surely is th e re  1”  they  w hispered, 
We do n o t see h im , b u t he sees h im !  How 
he w atches h is  least m otion  ! How  resolute 
he is ! H e will not allow him self to be s u r
p rised—”

Suddenly th e  S icilian le a p s ; w ith a bound 
he has crossed from one palm -tree to ano ther, 
and, w ith a  second spring, has climbed ha lf
way up  th e  tree , s till holding h is  m assive club 
in  one h and . One understands by h is  m ove
m ents th a t  th e  lion has followed h im , and, 
crouched and  angry, stops a t th e  foot of th e  
tree . T h e  Sicilian, leaning over, notes the  
sligh test change of p o s tu re ; then , like a  flash  
of light, he leaps to th e  grouud  behind the  
tru n k  of th e  tree ; the  terrib le  club m akes a 
w histling sound as i t  swings th rough  the  a ir, 
and the lion falls to the  ground.

T he  scene was so well played th a t  th e  wild
est applause cam e from  all p a rts  of th e  aud i
ence.

T hen  tho in te rp rete r cam e in , and , th row 
ing  a t th e  feet of tho  H ercules a  m agnificent 
lio n ’s skin, c r ie d :

“ Behold th e  sk in  of th e  lion  th a t  the  
C hristian  killed in  th e  country  of D am ascus.”

T he fam e of th e  Sicilian reached th e  ears 
of the  Bey of T unis. B u t th e  royal dignity 
of th e  Bey, the  reigning  prince of th a t coun
try , would no t allow him  to be p resen t a t ex
h ib itions given to th e  com m on people. F in a l
ly, however, having  heard  so m uch abou t the  
handsom e and strong S icilian, he  becam e cu
rious to see h im , and  said :

“  If  th is  C hristian  has killed one lion  with 
a  club, he can kill ano ther. T ell h im  th a t  if 
he will knock down m y g rand  lion  w ith it, I  
will give h im  a  thousand  ducats”— quite  a 
large sum  in  those days.

A t th is  tim e th e  Bey had  several young 
lions th a t  ra n  freely about in  th e  courtyard  
or garden of h is palace and  in  a  g reat pit, 
en tire ly  surrounded by a h igh  terrace, on a 
level w ith th e  ground-floor of th e  palace, a 
superb Atlas lion was kept in  royal captivity. 
11 was th is  lion th a t  th e  Bey w ished th e  S i
c ilian  to  com bat. T he  proposition was sent 
to  th e  Sicilian, who accepted i t  w ithou t h e s i

ta tion , and  w ithout boasting w h a t he would 
do.

T he  com bat was to take place a week from 
th a t  tim e, and  th e  announcem ent th a t  th e  
handsom e Sicilian was to fight a  duel w ith the 
g rand  lion was spread  fa r an d  wide, even tc- 
th e  borders of th e  desert, producing  a  p ro 
found sensation . Everybody, old and young, 
great and  sm all, desired to  be p resen t. M ore
over, th e  people would be freely adm itted  to 
th e  garden of the  Bey, where they  could w it
ness th e  com bat from  tho  top  of the  terace. 
The duel was to be early in  th e  m orn ing , be
fore th e  heat of th e  day.

D uring  the  week th a t  in tervened th e  S ici
lian  perform ed every day in  th e  show instead  
of two days a week, as had  been h is  custom . 
Never was h e  m ore calm , graceful and  fasci
na tin g  in  h is  perform ances. T h e  evening 
before th e  eventful day, he  repeated  in pan- 
tom ine h is  victory over th e  lion  n ear D a
m ascus, w ith so m uch elegance, precision, 
and suppleness as to elicit round  after round 
of en thusiastic  cheers. Of course everybody 
who had  seen h im  play k illing a  loin was wild 
w ith curiosity  to  see h im  actually  fight w ith  
a  real loin.

So on th e  following m orn ing , in  th e  early 
dawn, th e  terrace around  th e  lo in ’s p it was 
crowed w ith people. F o r th ree  days the  
grand loin h ad  been deprived of food in  order 
th a t he  m ight be m ore ferocious and  terrible. 
H is eyes shone like two balls of fire, and  he 
incessan tly  lashed his flanks w ith h is  ta il. A t 
one m om ent he would m adly  roar, and , in the 
nex t, rub  h im self against th e  wall, vainly 
try ing  to find a chinck between th e  s to n e s  in 
which to in sert h is  claws.

Precisely a t th e  appoin ted  h o u r th e  prince
ly Bey and  h is  court took the  p laces th a t  had 
been reserved for th em  on one side of th e  
terrace. T he Sicilian cam e a  few steps be
h ind , dressed in  h is  costum e of velvet aud  
silver, and  holding h is  club in  h is  hand. 
W ith  his accustom ed easy and  regu lar step, 
and  a  n a tu ra l elegant and  dignified bearing, 
he advanced in fron t of ihe  royal pa rty , and 
m ade a  low obeisance to th e  Bey. T he prince 
m ade some rem ark  to h im , to w hich he 
responded with a  fresh  salu te  ; th en  he w ith 
drew, and  descended th e  steps which led to 
th e  lion’s pit.

T he^row d  was silent. A t the  end of some 
seconds th e  barred  gate  of the  p it was opened, j 
and  gave en trance n o t to  th e  brave and 
powerful H ercules, b u t to a  poor dog th a t  
was tow ards the  ferocious beast w ith th e  in 
ten tio n  of still m ore exciting its  ravenous a p 
petite . T h is  unexpected act of cruelty  drew 
hisses from  th e  spectators, b u t they  were 
soon observed iu  w atching the  behaviour of 
of th e  dog. W hen th e  lion saw th e  prey th a t 
had  been  th row n to  h im , he  stood m otionless 
for a  m om ent, ceased to beat h is  flanks with 
h is  ta il, growled deeply, and  crouched on the  
ground, w ith  h is  paws extended, 1m s  neck 
stre tched  ou t, and  h is eyes fixed upon the  
victim .

T he dog, on being th row n in to  th e  p it, ran  
a t once tow ards th e  corner of the  wall* as  far 
as possible from  the lion, and  trem bling, yet 
no t overcome w ith  fear, fixed his eyes on the  
huge beast, w atching anxiously, b u t in ten tly , 
h is  every m o tio n .

W ith  app aren t unconcern  the  lion creep- 
ingly advanced tow ards th e  dog, and  then , 
w ith a sudden m ovem ent he was upon h is  
feet, and  in  a  second launched  h im self in to  
the  a i r ! B u t the  dog th a t sam e in s ta n t 
bounded in  an  opposite d irection, so th a t  th e  
lion fell in  th e  corner while the  dog a lig h te l 
where th e  lion had  been.

F o r a  m om en t th e  lion  seem ed very  m uch

su rp rised  a t  th e  loss of h is  p rey  ; w ith  the
dog the  in s tin c t of self-preservation  developed 
a  coolness th a t  soon overcam e h is  te rro r . 
T he body o‘f th e  poor an im al w as all in  a 
sh iver, b u t h is  head was firm , h is  eyes were 
w atchful. W ith o u t losing s igh t of his enem y, 
he  slowly re trea ted  in to  th e  corner behind  
him .

T hen  th e  lion, scann ing  h is  victim  from  
th e  corner of h is  eyes, w alked sidew ise a few 
steps, and  tu rn in g  suddenly, tried  again  to 
pounce w ith one bound upon the  dog ; bu t 
th e  la tte r  seem ed to an tic ipate  th is  m ove
m en t also, and  in  th e  sam e second jum ped  in 
th e  opposite direction , as before, crossing the  
lion in  th e  a ir.

At th is  th e  lion becam e furious, and  lost 
the  calm ness th a t  m igh t have in su red  him  
victory, w hile th e  courage of th e  u n fo rtunate  
dog won for h im  th e  sym pathy  of all the  
spectators.

As th e  lion, excited and te rrib le , was p re 
paring  a new  p lan  of a ttack , a  rope ending in 
a  loop was lowered to  th e  dog. T he brave 
little  an im al, whose im ploring  looks had  
been p itable to behold, saw th e  help sen t to 
h im , and  fasten ing  h is  te e th  and  claws in to  
th e  rope, was im m edia te ly  draw n up. T he 
lion, perceiving th is  m ade a  prodigious leap; 
bu t the  dog was happ ily  beyond h is  reach . 
The poor creatu re , draw n in  safety  to  the  
terrace, a t  once took to flight, and  was soon 
lost to  view.

At th e  m om ent w hen th e  lion th rew  h im 
self on th e  ground of th e  p it, roa ring  w ith 
rage a t th e  escape of h is  prey, th e  Sicilian e n 
tered, calm  and  firm , superb in h is  b rillian t 
costum e, and  w ith  h is  club in  h is  hand .

A t h is  appearance in  th e  p it a silence like 
death  cam e over th e  crowd of specta to rs. T he 
Hercules walked rapid ly  tow ards a  corner, 
and , leaning upon h is  club , aw aited  th e  on
slaugh t of the  lion , who, bliLded by fury, had  
no t yet perceived h is  en trance. T he waiting 
was of sh o rt du ra tion , for th e  lion, in  tu rn ing , 
espied h im , and  th e  fire th a t  flashed from 
th e  eyes of the  terrib le beast to ld  of savage 
joy in  finding ano th e r victim .

H ere, however, th e  an im al showed for a 
m om ent a feeling of a n x ie ty ; slowly, as if 
conscious th a t  he  was in  th e  presence of a 
powerful adversary, he re trea ted  som e steps, 
keeping hi3 fiery eyes all th e  tim e on th e  m an . 
The Sicilian also kep t h is  keen gaze on the  
lions, and , w ith  h is  body slightly  inclined  for
ward, m arked every a lte ra tion  of position. 
Between th e  two adversaries i t  was easy to 
see th a t the  fear was on the  side of th e  b e a s t ; 
bu t in com paring th e  feeble m eans of the  
m an —a rude club—w ith  th e  pow erful s tru c 
tu re  of the  lion, whose boundings m ade the  
very ground benea th  h im  trem ble , i t  was 
h a rd  for th e  spectators to believe th a t  cour
age, and , n o t s treng th , would win th e  viotory.

T he  lion  was too excited and  fam ished to 
rem ain  long undecided. A fter m ore backward 
steps, w hich he m ade as if gain ing  tim e for 
reflection, he suddenly advanced in  a  sidelong 
direction in order to charge upon h is  adver
sary.

T he  Sicilian did no t move, bu,t followed 
with h is  fixed gaze th e  m otions of th e  lion. 
G reatly  irr ita ted , th e  beast gave a m ighty 
spring, u tte rin g  a  terrib le  ro a r ; th e  m an , a t 
th e  sam e m om ent, leaped aside, and  th e  lion 
had  barely  touched th e  ground  w hen th e  club 
cam e down upon lijs lieacl w ith a  dull, shock
ing  th ud . Xhe k ing  of th e  desert rolled 
heavily under th e  stroke, and  fell headlong 
stunned  an d  senseless, bu t n o t dead.

T he  spectators, overcome w ith adm iration  
an d  awed a t th e  exhibition of so m uch calm 
ness, address and  streng th , were hushed  in to  
I>rofound silence. T he  nex t m om ent th e  Bey 
arose, and , w ith a  gestu re  of h is  liaud» asked 
m ercy for h is  favorite lion.

“  A thousand  du ca ts  th e  m oro if you will 
no t k ill h im  I”  he  cried to  the  Sicilian.

“  Agreed 1” was th e  in s ta n t reply.
T he  lion lay pan tin g  on th e  ground. T he , 

H ercules bowed a t th e  word ot the  Bey, and  
slowly w ithdrew , still keeping h is  eyes on the  
conquered b ru te . Tho two th o u san d  ducats 
were counted  out an d  paid. T he  lioia shortly  
recovered.

W ith  a universal shou t of relief, followed 
by deafening shou ts  and  cheers, th e  specta
to rs  w ithdrew  from  th e  terrace, hav ing  w it
nessed a  scene ih ey  could never forget, and 
which, as I  said a t the  beginning, is still 
ta lked of in  T un is.

T H E  P O P U LA T IO N  OF AFRIC A.

I>atn Fui‘ui*hed by UI. A. Rnband to the
Geographical Society.
(F rom  th e  L®ndon Tim es.)

W e canno t hope for m any  years y e t to have 
any th ing  like accurate s ta tistics  on th e  popu
lation of Africa. Several regions, th e  popu
la tion  of which is certain ly  g reat, will prob
ably long escape any th in g  like a thorough  ex 
am ina tion . T here  are, for exam ple, in  the 
regions of th e  G reat L akes, coun tries quite as 
thickly  peopled as m any  of th e  S ta tes  of 
E urope. S tanley te lls us of countries of re 
latively sm all ex ten t, and  which ye t possess 
m illions of in h ab ita n ts . W hen  we shall have 
succeeded in  m aking an  approxim ate census 
of all th e  populations, we shall probably ueach 
a figure considerably h igher th a n  th e  present 
estim ate. Som e au tho rities  accord Africa not 
m ore th a n  100,000,000 of in h ab itan ts  ; o fcers 
less still. G erm an geographers suppose th a t  
Africa contains som ew hat m ore th an  200: 
000,000 of in h ab ita n ts . T h e  la te st E ng lish  
publications estim ate  th e  population  a t 186,* 
000,000, which for an  a rea  of 11,500,000 
square m iles, gives an  average of six teen  in 
hab itan ts  per square m ile, or a specific popu
la tion  eleven and  one ha lf tim es th a t of France. 
Africa, w hich has fifty-seven tim es th e  area 
of F rance, h a s  probably scarcely m ore th a n  
eight tim es th e  population. T he suppression 
of th e  slave trade , and  the  influence of E u ro 
pean civilization, m ay lead to an  increase of 
population  very rap id  and  very great. I t  
should be observed th a t  th e  approxim ative 
figures of th e  specific population , applied to 
th e  whole of th e  A frican C ontinen t, will no t 
give a  ju3t idea of th e  com pact character of 
the  population  of th e  in te rio r. According to 
B ehna, th e  negro regions are by  fa r th e  m ost 
populous pa rts  of th e  C ontinen t. I f  the  
populations a re  sparse in  th e  desert pa rts  
they  are very dense in  o ther regions. Thus, 
in  the  Soudan th e  population is estim ated  at
80.000.000, or abou t fifty-three per square 
m ile ; th e  tow n of B ida, on th e  N iger, h a s  a 
population  of 80,000 in h ab itan ts . Tho popu
la tion  of E a s t Africa is estim ated  a t about
30.000.000, and  th a t  of E qua to ria l Africa a t
40.000.000, C ne of the  la te st au thorities  
divides th e  population  of A frica as  follows 
am ong the  g rea t fam ilies in to  w hich e thno lo
gists have divided the  peoples : N ekroes, 130,- 
000,000 ; H am ites, 20,000,000 ; B an tus, 13,- 
000,000 ; F u lahs , 8,000,000 ; N ubians, 1,500, 
000 ; H o tten to ts , 50,000. T his would give a 
to ta l population  of 172,550,000. T hese figures 
are, of course, only approxim ate, and  m ay be 
m uch m odified by new and  m ore precise in 
form ation. T he B an tus, for exam ple, who, 
according to F . M. M uller, form  a t least one 
q u a rte r  of th e  population  of Africa, m igh t be 
found to nu m b er 50,000,000. These data  
we take from  a paper by M. A. R abaud in  
the  B u lle tin  of the  M arseilles G eographical 
Society.

—i t  is becom ing th e  fashion, a t d is tin 
guished weddings in P aris , for page boys to 
be substitu ted  for bridesm aids. T hey are all 
dressed alike, m ostly  in red  or blue velvet or 
satin , with silk stockings and  gold buckles, 
and , for th e ir  business, have to a tten d  on the  
bride, carry h e r p rayer book an d  bouquet, 
support h e r tra il and  veil, and  generally  be a t 
h e r  bidding all the  day. Young b ro thers, or 
re la tives under 12 years of age, are usually  
selected for th e  oflice.

— He was weary on th e  day of G ran t’s r e 
ception—com pletely tired  out. H e crawled 
out from a box in  th e  rea r of a San  Francisco 
saloon, and , seeing th e  flags flying in  every 
direction , looked upon th e  scene w ith horror, 
and  exclaim ed : “ My God ! W hat have I
come to : h ere  is the  4 th  of Ju ly —nine  m on ths 
d runk . I  am  going to Bodie to brace u p .” 
H e arrived th is  m orning , and  im m ediately 
sen t a  postal card back to h is  friends dated 
tho  8 th  of Ju ly ; 1880.

— C onten tm ent is  b e tte r th a n  riches u n til 
you w ant your boots half-soled. T hen  riches 
knock th e  socks off con ten tm en t o r any th ing  
elso.

AROUND THE WORLD-

— E nglishm en  acknowledge th a t  in  wood 
engrav ing  A m erica excels th e  world.

— T he new “ cats” approved by th e  B ritish  
A dm iralty  are being m ade by naval prisoners

— T he lo tte ry  rage is 30 g rea t in  B u rm ah , 
under th e  wise and  beneficient ru le  of K ing 
Theebaw, th a t  daughters  a re  sold for a  few r u 
pees to  buy tickets.

—A W ashoe ju ry  was called on to try  a  m an  
for s tealing  m ilk, by draw ing i t  a t n ig h t from  
h is  ne ighbor’s cow. T hey found a  verdic t of 
“ gu ilty  of stealing  in  th e  first degree.”

— T he g rea test taxpayer in  th e  United 
States is M r. Blackwell, th e  N orth Carolina^ 
tobacco m anufactu rer,w ho  pays a  tax  of $ 5 2 0 / 
000 a year, $10,000 a  week or over $1,428 per 
day.

—E rasm u s  W ilson, th e  g rea t E ng lish  au 
th o rity  on sk in  diseases, who paid th e  cost of 
erecting  C leopatra’s Needle in  L ondon , is about 
to spend $100,000 011 a sea-bath ing  infirm ary  
for th e  scrofulous.

—In  P aris  th e re  is an  “ Association to P re 
ven t th e  Abuse of Tobacco and Alcohol.”  A 
prize of two h und red  francs and  a m edal for 
the  best work showing the  evil effects, m oral 
and  physical, of the  abuse of tobacco an d  a l
cohol.

—V ery cheap straw  Chinese h a ts  have th is  
year been th e  rage in  E n g lan d , D uchesses 
wearing precisely th e  sam e artic le  as dairy  
m a id s ; “  b u t,”  exclaim ed one great lady,
“  none of tkose d readful m iddle class people 
w ear th em .”

— T he M arquis of B ute  has recen tly  de
voted h im self to  th e  study  of th e  E as te rn  
tongues. H e is now engaged in  m asterin g  
th e  m ysteries of Coptic, and  th e re  is a  p rob 
ability  of th e  re su lt of h is  s tud ies being given 
to th e  world.

— D uring  D ecem ber th e  p lan e t M ars will 
come to th e  m erid ian  du ring  th e  evening and  
precede th e  group of th e  P leiades. A sm all 
telescope will show peculiar m ark ings on  th e  
p lanet , bu t a  very large telescope is requ ired  
to  d is tingu ish  the  m oons.

—T he red  clay soil of H arford C ounty, M d., 
produces the  sugar beet in g rea t perfection. 
Of th ree  lots recen tly  subjected to  a  chem ical 
analysis, two showed a  percentage of 9.27 per 
cent, of sugar each and  one of 10.27 per cen t. 
T h is  is equal to the  best yield.

—D r. D rysdale said lately , th a t  w hereas 
th e  death  ra te  am ong E n g lish  in fan ts  of th e  
com fortable class is 80 per 1 ,000, in  cities 
such  as Liverpool and  M anchester i t  is  240 
per 1,000, in  som e places even 300, an d  in  
B erlin  it actually  reaches 500. Ind igence  is  
th e  m ain  cause, he  th in k s .

—A colossal m onum en t to  B eethoven, upon 
which high praises a re  lavished, is soon to  be 
added to  the  o rnam en ts a t V ienna. I t  will 
consist of a group of th ir teen  figures, in  th e  
cen tre  of w hich stands th e  com poser. T h e  
m ateria l is bronze, and  afte r th ree  years labor 
th e  last figure h a s  ju s t been cast.

—D on Geloso was lately  elected parish  
priest hy the  c itizens of Aqi, P iedm ont, where
upon he  drew up a  constitu tion  for th e  city 
which placed h im self and  flock outside of th 
ju risd ic tion  of th e  B ishop and  o fth e  H oly See, 
for all adm in istra tive  purposes, aud  constitu 
ted  K ing H u m b ert h is  protector.

— V era S assu litch  will n o t be able to  collect 
th e  legacy of $300,000 recen tly  left h e r  by  a  
tiussian  m erch an t ̂ because in  order to  do so 
she would have to go to R ussia, whero she would 
im m ediate ly  be a rres ted , and  e ith e r im p r is 
oned, expatria ted , or pronounced an  a lien , an d  
so n o t receive i t  a t  all.

— An E d in b u rg h  w om an, whose h u sb an d  
had  beaten  h e r 920 tim es in  fou r years, h ad  
h im  a rrested , and  he was sen t to  ja il for th re e  
days. T he p u n ish m en t was too ligh t. T h e  
b ru te  should  have been  sen t to ja il for a 
whole week. T h e  nex t th in g  we know h e ’ll 
kill h is  wife, and  th en  lie’ll get locked up  fo r 
a m on th . *

— A G erm an h a s  discovered— w hat w on’t  a 
G erm an  discover ?— th a t 29 per cen t, of m en 
and  71 p e rc en t, of wom en m iss ra ilroad  tra in s . 
B u t th a t  G erm an  should  rem em ber th a t  a 
w om an’s back h a ir  alwa}rs w ants fixing ju s t 
a t th e  critical m om ent, w hile th e  m en  gener
ally  have very little , if any , h a ir  to trouble  
them .

—Ita lia n  jou rna ls  rep o rt th a t  th e  fam ous 
“ M adonna del Sacco,”  of A ndrea del Sarto  is 
seriously  im perilled  by in filtra tio n  of dam p 
th ro u g h  th e  wall on  w hich i t  is pain ted . As 
no  stops have been  taken  to pro tect th is  noble 
p icture, one of the  m asterpieces of th e  world, 
from  fu r th e r  dam age, its  com plete destruc 
tion  m ay soon be expected.

— T he occupation of B osn ia  and  H erzergo- 
v in ia  cost A ustria, to th e  end  of 1878, 50 
officers killed and  126 wounded ; 1,157 p r i
vates killed, 3 ,838wounded ; 335 m issing, 1,- 
879 rendeied  unfit for service otherw ise. Of 
sickness 2,233 died, 50 k illed by sunstroke, 
27 com m itted  suicide. T here  a re  official 
figure®, ju s t pub lished  by th e  w ar m in is try .

— T he celebrated ch es tn u t a t T o tw orth , 
which was said, ha lf a  cen tu ry  ago, to be th e  
oldest tree in  E ng land , s till s tands, th e  p ride  
of its  noble owner (E arl Ducie) and  th e  boast 
of th e  d istric t. I ts  p resen t dim ensions are 
as follows : C ircum ference, th ree  feet from
th e  ground, 49 f e e t ; spread of branches from  
no rth  to so u th , 86 feet ; from  east to w est, 
88 feet.

— A nother ru in ed  gam bler’s suicide is a n 
nounced from M onte Carlo. I t  was a  R u ssian  
who lost $280,000 a t rou lette . T he proprie
to r of th e  bank offered him  $4,000 to enab la  
him  to re tu rn  to  h is  hom e, b u t th e  R u ss ia n  
haughtily  declined it. H e w ent, w ith  a p p ar
en t com posure, to  h is  hotel, and  th e re  he  was 
found in  h is  room  th e  nex t m orn ing , hang ing  
by th e  neck, dead.

—In  P aris  a  few weeks since th e re  were a t 
th e  the a tre s  011 one S a tu rday  n ig h t,th e  P rince 
an d  P rincess of W ales, th e  C zarew itch and  the  
hered ita ry  G rand  D uchess, P rince N apoleon, 
th e  C ount of P aris , Queen Isabella  of Spain , 
Don Carlos, th c  D uke d ’A um aio,M r. and  M rs. 
G ladstone, A delina P a tti ,  and  ha lf a  dozen

R ussian  G rand D ukes— a ra th e r  b rillian t 
group of celebrities.

— One of th e  la te s t R itu a lis t developm ents 
in E ng land  has been the  form ation  of w hat is 
called th e  Guild of St. L uke. T h is  so c ie ty ,. 
which seeks to  band  together m edical m en  of 
pronounced A nglican tendencies, recen tly  
held h igh  festival in  St. P a u l’s C athedral and  
in  various ways is th ru s tin g  itse lf upon th e  

notice of th e  public. T ne  L ondon  Lancet 
observes th e  m ovem ent,it says,w ith unfei gned 
apprehension.

E m pero r W illiam  was petitioned by a 
synod of P russian  clergym en no t to  perm it a 
m ilitary  review on Sunday. H is  rep ly  was : 

T he  Sabbath  has been created for m an, n o t 
m an  for the  S abbath . T h e  P u ritan ica l and  
Calvinistic conception of th e  Sabbath  as a 
day of m ortification and  penance is  en tire ly  
foreign to th e  feeling as well as th e  ta s te  o f 
G erm an people.” E m p ero r W illiam  is, how 
ever, a religious m an .

— According to  th e  investigation  of a  R us
sian  professor, D r. M onassein, singing is an  
excellent m eans of p reven ting  consum ption , 
and  for th e  developm ent an d  s treng then ing  
of th e  chest i t  is m ore efficient th a n  even 
gym nastic  exercises. T he  Professor h a s  ex- 
am insd  220 singers vary ing in  age from n ine  
to 53 years, and , found tho  chest is g rea te r 
and  stronger am ong th em  th a n  am ong p e r
sons of any  o th e r occupation.

T he D uke of Norfolk, P rem ier D uke of 
E ngland , gave recen tly  an  “ at hom e,” a t h is  
residence in  St. J am es’s square, L ondon, to 
m eet th ree  illustrious guests—C ardinal M an
ning, C ardinal How ard and  C ardinal New- 

A t no previous period in  E n g lish  
h istory  d id  th ree  E ng lishm en  occupy .simul-.^ 
taneously places in the  Sacred College. C ard i
na l How ard, the  near k insm an  of the  D uke of 
Norfolk, rep resen ts  the  old trad itio n s  which 
un ite  th e  R om an C atholic C hurch  w ith  th e  
princely houses of Europe.

—H ere’s a  good joke. T he  Tim es  la st 
night, in  alluding to the  engine te s t, said : 

.s we have repeatedly sta ted , we are  abso
lutely free from  b ias.” R eally , our contem 
porary  is growing w itty.


