
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS-

— T h e sala ry  of th e  B ritish  M in ister in  
R ussia  is  £7 ,800  a  year.

— A t th e  p resen t ra te  of increase  of th e  
Slav race, R ussia  will have 800,000,000 of in ­
h a b ita n ts  in  fifty years.-

— A n a tio n a l b ank  is to  be s ta r ted  in  
E gypt of w hich th e  R igh t H on . R obert Lowe, 
form erly  in  M r. G ladstone’s C abinet, is  to  be 
C hairm an .

— M rs. Jo h n  Jacob A stor, in  ten  years, h a s  
secured hom es and  th e  m eans of a  livelihood 
for abou t 450 hom eless ch ild ren  a t  a  cost of 
abou t $67,000.

— A M ichigan ed ito r advertises h is  paper 
for sale, saying  th a t  he  desires to p u t m any 
h u n d red  m iles m ore betw een h im self and  h is  
m other-in-law .

— In  p roportion  to  population  San 
E'rancisco is said to be p reem in en t in  suicide, 
w hich is  due no  doubt, to  its  being p reem i­
n e n t in  gam bling.

— T he A m erican C onsul a t F lo rence  in ­
form s Mr. E v a rts  th a t  A m erican m a n u fa c tu r­
ers  could successfully  fu rn ish  steel wheels to 
Ihe  I ta lia n  railw ays.

— E lth am , E ng land , has a  sewer six m iles 
in  len g th , ven tila ted  by a tow er s ix ty  five 
feet h igh . G as is b u rn in g  in  i t  to  destroy  
nox ious exhalations.

— F o u r m en  accom plished th e  ascen t of 
M ount W ash ing ton  recently , b u t they  were 
a lm ost dead w hen th ey  reached  th c  signal 
s ta tio n  a t  th e  sum m it.

— One n ig h t recen tly  a t Andover, M ass., 
a  wom an gave b ir th  to  tr ip le ts , and  one hou r 
a fte r, in  th e  sam e house, h e r  m arried  d augh­
te r  followed w ith  tw ins.

— George M agrath  of B rooklyn, w hen in  
sh o rt clothes, won B arn u m ’s prize  of $1,000 
for th e  handsom est ch ild . R ecently  h e  won 
app lause in  L ondon  as a  p ian is t.

— T he oak supposed to  be th e  oldest, save 
H o rn e ’s, in  W indsor F o res t, was b u rn t a  fo r t­
n ig h t ago by some ligh ted  straw  being  th ru s t 
in to  its  tru n k  to  drive a  fe rre t out.

— Scotchm en w ith  12,000 m iles of he rrin g  
n e ts  catch every year 843,250,000 herrings, 
while th e  g an n et b ird s take 1.110,000,000, 
and  th e  codfish eats  20,400,000,000.

— A fish ing  boat from  B erck (Pas de Calais) 
la te ly  encountered  ano th e r boat driven  about 
help lessly  by th e  w inds. Ou boarding i t  th e  
crew found eigh t corpses stiffened w ith co ld .

— According to D r. H ep w orth, th e  R om an 
Catholic C hurch  takes  best care  of its  clergy. 
If  a  m an  isn ’t  good in  one position, i t  pu ts  
h im  in  ano ther. T he  nex t best is th e  D utch 
R eform ed.

— T he E n g lish  agen ts in  A sia M inor are 
m aking  rap id  headway in  the  good graces of 
t h 6 natives, who are already inclined  to  ex - 
change th e  ru le  of th e  S u ltan  for th e  beneli- 
c ien t new yoke.

— The riva lry  betw een th e  G ray and  Bell 
te lephones is likely to be fough t o u t in  B ostou, 
w here each  com pany h a s  begun a  law su it to 
com pel th e  o th e r to  cease the  use  of th e  d is ­
pu ted  inven tion .

— A long ex isting  d ispu te  betw een Sw itz­
erland  and  B aden has a t len g th  been settled 
by th e  acceptance by the  G rand  D uchy of the 
p resen t fron tier, th e  one to w hich he  had 
p reviously  m ade objection.

— I t  is  announced th a t  2,200 R om an  C a th ­
olic ladies in  th e  R h ine  P rovince have a d ­
dressed a  pe tition  to  th e  E m pero r W illiam  
against th e  suppression  of th e  U rsu line  con­
v en ts  of N onnenw orth  an d  A hrjw eiler.

— A leading  m a n u fac tu re r of valen tines 
says th a t  th e  verses on th e  cheaper so rt are 
g round  o u t by one of h is  w orkm en, b u t those  
on  th e  m ore p re ten tio u s  ones are worked over 
from  th e  p roductions of poets of m ore or less 
no te .

— M rs. B esan t, now an  estab lished  celeb­
r ity —or no toriety— h as  en te red  as a  s tu d en t 
for the L ondon  U n iversity  degrees, So has 
M iss H y path ia  B radlaugh, dau g h te r of the  
free th in k e r an d  h e iress  of m ost of his 
opinions.

— C avaire is  am ong th e  artic les  tabooed by 
th e  R ussian  au tho rities  as a  possible vehicle 
of plague, and th e  B erliners a re  avoiding it, 
oblivious of th e  fact th a t  m ost of w hat they  
get comes from  no fu rth e r th a n  th e  E lbe  or 
D anube.

— T he beau tifu l caRtle of M iram ar, near 
T rieste , w hich M axim ilian b u ilt and  lived iu  
before h is  departu re  for Mexico, is s till sp len ­
didly kept up  by th e  E m p ero r F ran c is  
Jo sep h ’s orders as a  souvenir of h is  u n fo r tu ­
n a te  b ro ther.

One would im agine th a t  a  d irec t descend­
a n t from  Geeffrey P lan tagon is t, “  by M atilda, 
only daugh ter of K ing H enry  I . ,  m ig h t be 
sufficiently well know n to  save th e  necessity  
of in troducing  th e  in fo rm ation  in  a  m a tri­
m onia l notice.

— Mr. Jacob Bedell, a m an  of 65 a t B ald ­
w ins, Long Is lan d , is sa id  to have passed over 
e igh t weeks w ithou t sleeping  a  m om ent, or 
feeling inclined to  do so. T he  soporifics he 
h as  taken  have had  no  effect on h im . He 
enjoys good health .

— T h e  funds  raised in  G erm any as a  m e ­
m orial of th e  E m p ero r’s escape am oun ts to 
over $400,000. I t  is  to  form  the  basis  of a 
n a tio n a l in su rance  in s titu tio n  for th e  laboring 
classes and  poor, of which th e  P rince  Im p e r­
ia l is  nam ed  ‘‘H ig h  P ro tec to r.”

— Opium  eating  is under consideration  by 
th e  C hinese G overnm ent and  Chin L a n  P in , 
th e  C hinese M in ister a t W ash ing ton , has 
been  in s tru c te d  to m ake a  careful investiga­
tio n  of th e  m eans used  in  th e  various in s ti tu ­
tio n s  in  th is  coun try  for its  cure.

— N ot m any  years ago th e  value of th e  silk 
m anufac tu re  of F ran ce  was fa r in  excess of 
th a t  of w orsted, b u t th e  la tte r  is now of m ore 
value th a n  th e  form er. T h e  to ta l value of 
th e  worsted in d u stry  in  F ranca  is $120,000,- 
000, nearly  ha lf of w hich is exported .

— Owing to  th e  m elting  of th e  m oun ta in  
snows and  unusually  heavy ra in fa lls , the  
L ak e  of G enova reached a h ig h e r level la st 
m o n th  th a n  i t  has been know n to  a tta in  a t 
th is  season in  th e  forty-one years during  
•which its  functions have been noticed.

— T he G overnm ent of U ri have given final 
orders for th e  dem olition of Toll's chapel, on 
th e  L ake  of th e  four C antons ; bu t th e  fres­
coes will first be carefully  photographed, and 
th e  walls on  w hich th ey  are pain ted  rem oved 
and  deposited in  som e public building.

—T he Shah  of P ersia , in  recen tly  ordering 
th a t  no  soldier should  do any th in g  b u t his 
m ilita ry  duties, h a s  p u t an  end  to  an  ancien t 
custom  by which p riva te  soldiers by acting  as 
bu tch e rs , m oney changers, door-keepers, &c., 
have adJed  to  th e ir  pay, which is only about 
$10 a  y ear an d  th ree  pounds of w heat per 
day.

— T he s tre n g th  of th e  G erm an  A rm y for 
th e  year 1879-80 am oun ts  to 19,222 officers, 
401,659 m en, 1,627 surgeons, 746 paym as­
te rs , 621 doctors, 619 m aster-a rm orers. 93 
m aster-sadd lers , and  79,893 horses. These 
figures a re  m uch  th e  sam e as those given la st 
year.

— T here  have been fourteen  E nglishm en  
who have filled th e  office of Poet L aureate . 
A m ajo rity  of th em  have n o t been  th e  first 
poe ts  of th e ir  age by any  m eans. I f  T en n y ­
son should live longer th a n  n ex t year he  will 
be th e  only  one who will h ave held  th e  office 
fo r th ir ty  years.

— A valuabledog h a s  come to  its  death , i t  
ia said , in  B oston , by acting  as new spaper 
carrie r for its  m aste r . I t  took h is  new spaper 
hom e to h im  daily  and  th e  fresh  p rin te r’s ink  
is  th o u g h t to  have poisoned the  an im al. I t  
is  h a rd  to see w hat th e re  is in p rin tin g  ink  to 
k ill anybody—except bad politicians.

— A huge stone, som ew hat in  th e  shape 
and  th e  d im ensions of a  m um m y case, w hich 
was roughly hew n in to  th e  appearance of a 
fem ale deity , probably an  idol w orshiped by 
th e  old pagau in h a b ita n ts  of th e  is land , was 
recen tly  discovered in  th e  C hurch  of Sainte 
M arie du  Castel, in  th e  Is le  of Gwernsey.

— In  th e  P rince  of W ales’s co u n try  house, 
n e a r  Norfolk, is a w eighing m achine, upon 
w hich h is  guests  a t d in n e r o r tea  a re  request­
ed  to  s tan d  an d  be weighed. In  a  book close

by th e  guests  record  th e ir  nam es and  weigi t ,  
and th e  costum e worn a t  th e  tim e . T he  
P rince likes w hist an d  tho  P rincess likes 
bowling.

—R alph  D israeli, b ro th e r of L o rd  B eacons- 
field, is an  old m an , living in  obscurity . He 
stro lls abou t old gardens w itli a  book in  h is  
hand . H e goes in to  no society, an d  is  never 
am ong the  lis t of guests a t  B eaconsfield’s 
house. H e has a sm all public office b u t will 
give no in form ation  abou t h im self or h is  m a r­
riage.

— T he Telegraph  says :—“ H ere  is a  broad 
and  sim ple fact. S ix tv-four A m erican locks 
have been  fixed in  the  W alsall h o sp ita l side 
by side w ith  E n g lish  locks, and  w ith in  a 
s tone’s throw  of w here locks a re  m ade : and  
it is  also unden iab le  th a t  th e  a rch itects  p re­
ferred  th e  A m erican locks to th e  six teen  p re ­
viously supp lied .”

—M ichel V incent, fo rm erly  fam ous in  
F ran ce  and  th is  coun try  as th e  Iro n  m an , 
died la te ly  in  San F rancisco . H is  s treng th  
was enorm ous, one of h is  feats being  to  lift 
800 from  th e  floor to  h is  shou lder ; b u t he 
too often ra ised  a  glass of liquor from  
a b a r to  h is  m outh , in  finally d ied  of in tem ­
perance.

—D uring  an  operatic  perform ance in  B a lti­
m ore, a  te lephone was placed by th e  side of 
th e  p rom pter 's  box, th e  w ire leading to  a 
room  several blocks d is tan t, w here several 
persons lis tened  to th e  m usic. E very  sound 
was clearly reproduced, even th e  aud ience’s 
app lause and  th e  p ro m p ter’s words being d is­
tinctly  given.

— T he efforts of E n g lish  vegetarians to  in ­
troduce the  len til as an  artic le  of food are not 
m eeting  w iJ i success, owing to  the  ignorance 
and  prejudice on th e  subject. O ne cargo 
w aited a t G loucester two years for a  p urchaser, 
and  ano ther was sold a t L iverpool for pig  feed, 
th e  purchaser n o t ven tu ring  to give th e  len ­
tils  to  h is  horses.

—Rice Ferguson , th e  posta l agen t in  P h ila ­
delph ia , was caught s tealing  money from  le t­
te rs . H is rep u ta tio n  had  been good, and  th e  
exposure was as su rprising  to h is  friends as it 
c ra sh in g  to  h im . H e  wrote a  le tte r  saying 
th a t  h e  d id  n o t desire to live disgraced , and 
swallowed an  ounce of p russic  acid, w hich 
killed h im  in s tan tly .

— A t E d in b u rg h  L ord  Craigliill has given a 
decision finding, in  th e  case of th e  Glasgow 
en terp rise  sales, th a t  such  sales or lo tteries  
were illegal. H e im posed a  penalty  of £ 5 0  
on  two of th e  Glasgow salesm en, b u t he 
recom m ended the  T reasu ry  n o t to  enforce 
th e  penalties, as no notice of th e  illegality  had  
been given to  th e  parties .

— O ne-third of Chicago’s population  is  G er­
m an, and  a  nearly  equal portion  of th e  p u b ­
lic school teach ing  is done in  *lie G erm an 
language. T he  board of education  proposes 
to exclude all languages except E n g lish  from  
th e  schools, un less  ta u g h t sim ply as accom ­
plishm ents, and  th e  G erm ans a re  holding 
public m eetings in  opposition to  th e  m easure.

— T h e  S tandard  for Royal A rtillery  gunners 
in  th e  B ritish  a rm y  lias been ra ised  to  th e  
h e ig h t of 5 feet 10 inches, w hich has had  the  
in tended  effect of nearly  stopping th e  supply 
of recru its  in  th a t  line . T he low est in fan try  
stan d ard  is 5 feet 6 inches, which sh u ts  o u t a 
g rea t num ber of applicants of 5 feet 5£ inches 
or thereabou ts, th e  average h e ig h t of cand i­
dates.

M. Jacob, a  clever P a ris  detective, said  th a t 
he could always recognize a  m an  no m a tte r 
w hat were h is  disguise, by th e  expression  of 
h is  eyes. Ou one occasion, on a  bet, he  w ent 
to  th e  ja il of L a  lioque tte , and  from  five 
h undred  o r m ore convicts a dozen were 
paraded in  coverlets and  hoods, so th a t  only 
th e ir  eyes could be seen. H e  n am ed  each 
one as he passed.

— T he in h ab ita n ts  of F in lan d , R ussia, bury  
th e  dead only on Sundays. To preserve the  
bodies for th e  day of funeral they  a re  p u t in 
th e  cellars w here m ilk, b u tte r, cheese, eggs, 
and  o th e r artic les  a re  kep t. T h e  doctors 
have taken  ground against th is  custom  and 
have given alarm  by declaring i t  to  bd one of 
th e  su re st ways of p ropagating  such contag­
ious diseases as cholera  and typhoid  fever.

— In  M ercurious’ A strological A lm anac for 
1878, u n d er th e  head of “ J a n u a ry ,” was th is  
p rophecy :—“ V ictor E m m an u e l’s n a tiv ity  is 
affected. L e t him  bew are.”  H e died in  th a t 
m on th . U n d er “ D ecem ber” i t  said  
“  S a tu rn ’s tra n s it’s tra n s its  are evil for th e  
Princess Alice of H esse. Illness or death  in  
th e  fam ily .” H e r two ch ild ren  died in  th a t  
m o n th . T he  book was p rin ted  in  th e  year 
before.

— George Lee G ray, of tb e  V incent D ra ­
m atic  Com pany, w hich trave ls  in  th e  W est, 
was assigned a  new  p a rt to  perform , and  
studied  i t  u n til la te  a t n ig h t, in  th e  ho te l a t 
D unkirk , O. A fter ta iling  asleep, as is su p ­
posed, he  got o u t of bed in  a som nam bulistic  
s ta te , and  began to  act th e  new  charac te r, in 
which a t  a certa in  po in t he was to leap ou t of 
a  window. H is dead body was found u n d er 
th e  window in  th e  m orn ing .

— A F ren ch  jew eller in  1870 sold a  lady  a 
5 ,000-francs set of jewellery, giving a  w ritten  
prom ise to take th e  articles back if they  were 
n o t approved. She wore th em  six years  and  
th e n  asked to have th em  exchanged for som e­
th in g  of a  new er fash ion . T he courts have 
finally decided th a t  he  m u s t do so, and  a 
London trib u u a l h a s  rendered  a  .sim ilar judg ­
m en t where the  custom er wore a diam ond 
rin g  th ree  years before re tu rn in g  it.

—Levi W agenseller of P h iladelph ia , w hile 
e ating  d inner, le t h is  false tee th  slip  p a rt way 
down his th ro a t. A physician to ld  h im  to 
d rink  a g lass of g in, w hich m ig h t m ake th e

tee th  an d  th e ir  rubber p la te  pass in to  th e  
stom ach, w here they  would rem ain  u n til  d is­
solved ; b u t they  only  w ent a little  fu r th e r  
down an d  lodged im m ovabably, in  such a way 
as to  p reven t an y th in g  passing  in to  th e  s to m ­
ach. H e  lived seven weeks w ithou t food, and 
died ©f starvation .

— M r. F ra n k  K ennedy, in  a  saloon at 
H averstraw  th e  o th e r day, said he would 
shoot th e  first m an  who laughed. M r. 
W illiam  K ingsland, so far from  being glum  
and solem n nt th e  proposition, as any  reason­
able m an would have been, prom ptly  laughed 
and  W8S as p rom ptly  shot, an d  will probably 
no t recover. Mr. K ennedy is a  m an  who 
m eans w hat he says, and  we hope to  be able 
to 8a3r th e  sam e of th e  Sheriff who will p res­
ently  have h im  in  charge.

— A w riter in  th e  J an u a ry  num ber of the  
Am erican Catholic M onthly  Review  ra ises the  
old question , “ W as Shakespeare a  C atholic?” 
and cites th e  play of ‘‘H enry  V III ,” in  p a r­
ticu lar to illu s tra te  h is  belief th a t  h e  w as. 
T he w riter finds th a t  th e  character of W olsey 
as draw n by Shakespeare , “ affords p resum - 
tive evidence no t a little  convincing of his 
Catholic predilections,” and  th in k s  no  in te lli­
gen t person who s tud ies it can believe i t  was 
draw n by a  party  adh eren t of “  th e  schism  
o rig inated  by H en ry  V III. aud  con tinued  by 
E lizab e th .”

— T he decree of th e  Congregation of R ites 
on th e  adoration  of our L ady  of L a  Salette 
s ta tes  th a t  th e  Holy See does n o t in te rvene  
in  such  m a tte rs  on th e  question  of facts, 
leaving th is  to  th e  B ishop of th e  diocese, 
bu t th a t  th e  cures and  o th e r favors obtained  
a t  L a  S a le tte  prove i t  to  be a  spot divinely 
chosen for a  special and  ab u n d an t bestowal 
of grace, T h e  church  is, therefore, to  be 
ra ised  to th e  ran k  of a  m in o r basilica , and 
th e  A rchbishop of P a ris  is au tho rized  to 
crown th e  V irg in ’s im age.

— A D e tro it h u sband  of a m o n th  d id  no t 
come hom e a t n ig h t, and , as  th is  was h is  
first irregu larity , h is  wife sa t up  u n til m o rn ­
ing w aiting for h im . T hen , nervous and  
weak— for she a te  no b reak fast—she w ent to 
h is  office to look for h im . T here  she was 
inform ed th a t  he  had been on a  d ru n k en  trip  
w ith a woman. She found him  a t a  hotel 
recovering from his in tox ica tion , an d  p ro ­
fessedly rep en tan t. She forgave h im , and 
re tu rned  quietly  to h e r hom e, b u t soon be­
cam e a rav .ng  m aniac, and  h e r d isorder is 
though t to be incurab le .

— N ear A shland, Oregon, early  one m orn 
ing  recen tly , a  forest of pine trees  was seen 
bending down as though  bowed by a terrific  
gale of wind. A t th e  sam e tim e  n o t a  b rea th  
of w ind was in  m otion . D uring  th e  n ig h t a

furious sto rm  had  passed over th e  forest, ac­
com panied by  ra in  and  snow, an d  th e  steady 
force of th e  w ind had  ben t th e  trees an d  held 
th em  in  th a t  position u n til th e  falling snow 
and  freezing ra in  had  fastened them  in u n ­
yielding bonds of ice, and so they  rem ain  ed 
u n til  th e  sun set th em  free.

— Genealogy na tu ra lly  does n o t play as 
g rea t a  p a rt in  C anadian  m arriage notices as 
in  som e across tho  ocean, of which la tte r  th© 
following, how ever, is  ra th e r  a n  ex tra  sam ple : 

On the  16th insfc., by license, a t S t. M ary 
M agdaleno Church, B righ ton , by  th e  Rev. N. 
C rispin, F rederick  F ran c is , eldest son of th e  
la te  C apt. J .  F . B rom e, d irec t descendan t 
from  Geoffrey P lan taganet, E a rl of A njou, by 
M atilda only  daugh ter of K ing H en ry  I . ,  to 
L a u ra  M arie Langolis of S hepherd ’s B ush, 
London.

— A railw ay em ployee in  F rance , by  way 
of a  piece of bravado, lit h is  pipe w ith  ticket 
No. 955,089 in  th e  g rea t F rench  lo tte ry , and 
th a t  th e re  m ig h t be no  doubt upon th e  sub ­
ject, he  chalked th e  figures on a  w all in  th e  
p resence of several of h is  com rades, wh© 
stood all agape a t  th e  sight. Now chance 
has so willed th a t  th e  num ber in  question  
h a s  tu rn ed  o u t a  fam ous prize, and  h ad  th e  
employee only been able to produce h is  
ticket he  would have received in  exchange 
th e  su m —to h im  a  fo r tu n e —of 24,000 francs.

— H as a  person  th e  rig h t to  read  a  new s­
paper in  th e  th ea tre  in s tead  of paying a t te n ­
tion  to  th e  perform ance ? W hile th e  
W illiam sons were p laying “  T h e  Chinese 
Q uestion”  in  Toledo, a  m an  in  an  o rchestra  
seat occupied h im self w ith  a  pe ru sa l of th e  
news, and  seem ed oblivious of w hat was 
being done on th e  stage. W illiam son stop ­
ped acting  and  asked h im  to  p u t away th e  
new spaper o r qu it th e  th ea tre . T he  offender 
g ran ted  th e  form er favor, b u t revenged h im ­
self by  regard ing  th e  p lay  w ith  a  sm ile of 
g rea t d isdain .

— Pacific coast w halers set fo rth  from  th e ir  
w inter q u a rte rs  early  in  the  spring, provis­
ioned for a cru ise  of a t least six  m onths. 
T he crews nu m b er abou t th irty -five  m en, a 
force sufficient to m an  four or five boats, 
T he n u m b er of boats carried  depends upon 
th e  locality  of th e  h u n tin g  ground  and  the  
n a tu re  of th e  w hales to be cap tu red . In  the  
extrem e n o rth  w hales never a ttack  a  boat, 
b u t in  th e  so u th  they  do so frequen tly . T he 
best of th e  weapons carried  is th e  p a ten t h a r ­
poon gun, w hich is da rted  from  th e  han d , 
and  explodes a fter strik ing  th e  w hale, caus­
ing  in s ta n t death  w hen it en te rs  a  v ita l part.

— A corresponden t of th e  Sheffield (E ng­
land) 1 elegraph s a y s : A g rea t m any  P ro tes­
ta n ts  a re  som ew hat perplexed, if no t scandal­
ized , by M r. G ladstone’s acceptance of th e  
dedication of a  work on “  Catholic E schato l- 
og}%” by the  Rev. H . N . O xenham , w hich 
advocates very d is tinc tly  R om an Catholic 
dogm as, and  especially th e  doctrine  of p u rg a ­
tory , an d  th e  inference is th a t  if Mr. G lad­
stone does no t approve of everyth ing  co n ta in ­
ed in  th e  book, he  a t least sym path izes w ith 
th e  general d rif t of its  ideas. M ore is likely 
to be heard  of th is  m a tte r, an d  i t  will cer­
ta in ly  n e t  be overlooked w hen Mr G ladstone 
appears to seek th e  suffrage of a Scotch con­
stituency.

— T he R ussian  new spapers com plain th a t 
th e  fluc tua tion  in  th e  g ra in  trad e  of R ussia, 
and  th e  rapid  changes in  prices, a re  caused 
by com petition from  th e  United S tates. As 
soon as A m erican supplies are b rought to 
m ark e t sale of the  R ussian  g ra in  decreases, 
and  hence m any  R ussian  farm ers are im ­
poverished and  canno t pay  taxes. As th e  
prosperity  of R uss;a depends largely  upon 
th e  g ra in  trade , it is im p o rtan t th a t  full in ­
fo rm ation  concerning th e  crop of A m erican 
cereals should  be obtained  ; and  i t  is  sug­
gested in  St. P e te rsbu rg  jou rna ls  th a t  R us­
sian  consuls in  th e  U nited  S ta tes be required  
to ascerta in  th e  state  and  p rospects of the  
A m erican crops, and  to  assis t in  prom oting 
th e  g ra in  trade  of R ussia.

— A grim  story of life ifl a  lighthouse comes 
from  the  B u rm ah  coast, and  is p iin ted  in  the  
Rangoon Times. A telegram  hav ing  a n ­
nounced tjia t th e  lig h t on th e  A lguada Reef 
was no t visible, a  s team er was dispatched to 
ascerta in  th e  cause. T he cap tain  on land ing  
discovered two of th e  m en  in  th e  lighthouse 
dead, w hile a  th ird  was ly ing in  a precarious 
sta te . T he  keeper s ta ted  th a t signals of dis­
tress  such  as ‘*1 w ant im m ediate help  ” and 
“  M an d y in g ” h a d  been exhib ited  by h im  for 
about tw enty days. As a la s t resort, a ll h is  
signals having failed to  a ttra c t a tten tio n , he 
d srk en ed  the ligh ts  on th e  B assien  side, feel- 
certa in  th a t  th is  step  would n o t fa il to  a ttra c t 
a tten tio n  to  th e  lighthouse. And so, w ith the  
dead an d  dying, he  w atched for relief, which 
cam e a t last.

—A B altim ore tea  m erch an t is m aking 
th e  to u r of th e  S ou th  m aking  investigations 
in  regard  to  te a  cu ltu re . H e th in k s  th a t  A m eri­
cans should  no t a ttem p t to  in tim a te  th e  C hina 
green tea , w ith  it3  coloring and fancy tw isting  
b u t confine them selves to  cu ring  th e  leaf so 
as to  ob ta in  th e  best possible cup of tea  w ith ­
out regard  to appearance. Besides th e  work 
of tw isting  th a t  of sorting  th e  tea  according 
to shape and  size can, he  th in k s , be d isp en s­
ed w ith  to  advantage, sim plifying greatly  the  
process of pt eparation , and  as g rea tly  d im in ­
ish ing  th e  cost. T he cultivation  ©f th e  tea- 
p la n t in  G eorgia, he  declares from  h is  ex­
perience of several years in  C hina  and  Jap an , 
is perfectly  practicable, and  he offers $1 a 
pound for a ll leaves sh ipped  to h is  firm  
(M essrs. M artin  G illet & Co., B altim ore), 
th e  firm  engaging to  do th e  curing  and 
p repara tion  till th e  producers a re  fa irly  on 
tn e ir  feet.

—A corresponden t w r i t e s I  can inform  
you th a t  th e  orig inal Sa in t V alen tine  was 
really  an  Irish m an , who, in  the  fifth  cen tury  
lived in  w hat is now know n as th e  County 
Sligo, and  was called F a th e r  V alentine. In  
m oral life he  was a  p rie s t w hose only  foible 
was an  exuberance of sp irits  th a t  often sadly 
tem p ted  h im  and in te rfered  w ith h is  religious 
du ties. B u t an  indulgence having been 
g ran ted  h im  w hereby upon one certa in  day 
of th e  year he  m igh t com m it every species of 
practical joke and  allow h is  hum or to  fairly 
rio t, and  on condition  th a t  on every o ther 
day th e  s tric te st decorum  should  ru le his 
m ind  and  soul, he  accordingly selected for 
th a t purpose h is  b irthday , w hich happened 
to be th e  14 th  day of February . S ingularly  
enough , th e  good and  hum orous old p riest 
died as he  was born  on th e  14th  of February . 
He was soon after canonized, and  th a t  day 
kep t in  h is  rem em brance.

— Young M r. F ren ch  m ade h is  appearance 
in S tan stead , C anada, ha lf a  year ago, and  
took board  in  a  village tav e rn . H e  seem ed 
to have no  business, and  devoted consider­
able of h is  tim e to  courting  M iss L a  Pete, 
m uch  to  th e  d isp leasure of h e r p aren ts, who 
finally forbade h im  to see he r. One day 
F rench  inform ed Mr. L a  P e te  th a t  he  had 
m ade up h is  m ind  to  go away, and  asked for 
the use of a horse  and  wagon w ith w hich to 
go to th e  ra ilroad  s ta tion , te n  m iles d istan t. 
L a  Pete  delighted a t th e  proposed departu re , 
and  readily  len t th e  horse  and  wagon, which 
were to be sen t back by a  boy. M r. a ad  Mrs. 
La P e te  waved F rench  a  joyful adieu as he 
drove off, and  were glad th a t  M iss L a  Pete 
was no t th e re  to show regret. They afte r­
wards lta rn e d  th a t  she  was curled up  under 
the  wagon seat, th u s  eloping u n d er th e ir  very 
noses.

— An astound ing  case of im position  has 
taken  place a t  A ltringham , in  E ng land . A 
poorly-clad w om an w ent to th e  house of a 
M iss F a irb an k , rep resen ting  th a t  she  was in  
an  abject s ta te  of poverty an d  d estitu tio n ,an d  
th a t h e r h u sband  was lying dead in  th e  house, 
Miss F a irb an k  in fo rm ed ; Liv app lican t th a t she 
was n o t in  th e  h a b it of giving assistance 
w ithout v isiting  th e  houses of those  seeking 
i t .  T he wom an asked h e r  to  be good enough 
to do th is , and  she subsequently  did so. She 
found every appearance of squalo r and  des­
titu tio n , and  to  verify  th e  t ru th  of tho  wo­
m a n ’s s ta tem en t, she  w ent up  sta irs  to see 
th e  corpse, w hich was scarcely covered with 
rags. On going down stairs she gave th e  wo­
m an som e m oney and  w ent away, leaving her 
um bre lla  in th e  house. She shortly  a fte r­
w ards re tu rn ed  for the  um brella, w hen she 
was horrified  and  disgusted  to find  th e  
“ corpse” and  h is  wife dancing abou t th e  
k itchen , apparen tly  delighted  w ith th e  suc­
cess of th e ir  ruse.

CUR E FOR C H IC K E N  C H O LER A .

T h e  cheapest, qu ickest, best and  only  one 
th a t  I  know off, and  I  have tried  m any  for 
chicken cholera, is  to  cu t th e  fowl’s heads  off 
as boon as possible a fte r they  show th e  firs t 
sym ptom s of the  disease. T hen  have a  gen­
e ral cleaning  up of your pou ltry  house. M ake 
a  bucketfu l of w hite w ash in th e  u sual m a n ­
n e r ; p u t in  a  p in t of crude carbolic acid, and  
apply to th e  inside of th e  house. Cover th e  
fioor w ith  fresh  earth , and , if can  get it, 

‘sp rink le  refuse lim e from  gas w orks under 
th e  roosts every day or two. S h u t th e  doors 
an d  windows, stop up  every crack and  crevice 
an d  th e n  build  up  a  h o t fire in  th e  house, 
an d  keep i t  as h o t as you can for th ree  hou is; 
d ry  h e a t will b u rn  th e  contagion. I t  would 
also be well to  sh u t th e  fowls in  th e  house, 
and  fum igate them  well by sp rink ling  su lphu r 
on a  pan  of live coals ; th is  should  be done 
a t n ig h t. Keep p len ty  of charcoal w here 
your fowls can get it. I t  is  excelent for keep­
ing  chickens in  good h e a lth . U n til your are 
sure  th a t  th e  disease has disappeared , a  few 
drops of carbolic acid to  each q u a rt of d rin k ­
ing  w ater will be beneficial. Several of m y 
neighbors who have been troubled w ith 
cholera am ong th e ir  chickens followed the 
above course, and  when they  did th e  work 
thoroughly , crushed ou t th e  disease. I  have 
never had  a genuine case of chicken cholera 
am ong m y own fowls, b u t 1 have for a long 
tim e been a diligent seeker a fter in fo rm ation  
concerning th is  disease, an d  w hen it a tta ck ­
ed m y neighbors fowls, I  have generally  
tak en  a h a n d  a t th e  “ doctoring .”  I  have tried  
nearly  all of the  w onderful com pounds th a t  
have been advertised  to  “  p reven t and  cure 
cnicken cho lera ,” "but I  would n o t give a peck 
of saw dust for th e  whole lo t. D on’t  be 
deluded in to  buying  th em , i t  is  a  w aste oi 
m o n e y ; an  ounce of p reven tion  is  w orth  a 
cartload  of cure w here chicken cholera is 
concerned. I t  is  reasonable  to  hope th a t  a 
“ sure  cure” m ay be found for th is  dreaded 
d isease, and  I  tru s t  th a t  if any  of th e  readers 
of the  S pectatok  are fo rtu n a te  enough to  cure  a 
num ber of fowls —one cure  d o n ’t prove an y ­
th in g —th ey  will “ le t th e ir  lig h t sh ine ” for 
th e  benefit of all. F anny  F ie l d .

AN O U T R 4 V £ D  VAIM1L.Y.

A Seducer Hlioi n t by hi* Victim nnd A»* 
tmuited b v her iVloilier.

O w en  S o u n d , F eb . 28.—C onsiderable ex­
c item en t was caused in  th e  police cou rt here  
a  day or two ago by th e  a ttem p ted  shooting 
in  court of a young ga llan t nam ed  W alter 
A dair, by a  g irl, who alleged th a t  he  had  
seduced her. A tth e  tim e, M rs. Brow n, m o th ­
e r of th e  young woman, whose nam e i3 E liza ­
beth  Brow n, was on tria l to r assau lting  Adair. 
T he parties  a ll resided  in  th e  tow nship of 
Keppel. I t  would seem  th a t  som e tim e ago 
th e  young m an  succeeded in  en tic ing  th e  
young girl from  th e  p a th s  of v irtue, an d  th a t  
in  cousequence of h e r disgrace she h ad  since 
been liv ing  w ith  h e r s iste r, a t  whose house 
she was occasionally visited  by h e r m other. 
On Sunday , 16th in s t., M rs. B row n was on 
h e r way to  see h e r daughters, when she m et 
Adair. Incensed  a t h is  tre a tm e n t of E liza ­
beth, she struck  a t h im , and  he  re tu rn e d  the  
blow w ith in te res t, blackening one of th e  wo­
m an ’s eyes, and  m aking h e r  nose bleed a 
s tream . A fter the  affray, Adair, determ ined 
to have th e  first say of th e  m agistra te , laid 
an  in form ation  against M rs. Brow n, charging 
her w ith a ssau lt and  b a tte ry . M rs. Brown 
was accordingly a rrested  and  a rra igned  a t th e  
police cou rt th e  following m orn ing . D uring  
th e  tr ia l M iss Brown was p resen t heavily  
veiled, and  w hen th e  verd ict had  been  ren d er­
ed against h e r m other, who was fined a  dollar 
and  costs, she sprang forw ard tow ards the  
p rosecutor and  presen ted  a  pisto l full in  h is  
face and  tried  to  shoot. F o rtu n a te ly  the  
weapon hun g  fire,and in s tead  of a d eath -carry ­
ing sho t only a snap  was heard . T he  young 
wom an was a t once disarm ed, and  th e  revol­
ver, w hich was loaded, sequestra ted . S ub­
sequen tly  Adair was placed on tria l for as­
sau lting  Mrs. B iow n, and  was fined $2 and 
costs. The young wom an, E lizabe th  Brown, 
was taken  in to  custody and  now lies in  ja il 
waiting tria l. All th e  parties a re  in  fa ir c ir­
cum stances and  considered respectable.

BCAiJ 'rV -PRGM ERVING TEA.

(London Globe.)
T he cup th a t  cheers but n o t inebria tes is 

th rea ten ed  w ith a  rival possessing  properties 
w hich m u s t render it first favorite am ong th e  
fa ir sex. T he  produce of th e  I le x  Paraguay- 
ensis, m ate , or P araguay  tea , has often been 
suggested as a su b stitu te  for th e  m ore o r­
thodox infusion of th e  leaves of th e  tea , or 
tea  p lan t, b u t th is  would s tan d  uo  chance in  
com petition  w ith  th e  new candidate  for p u b ­
lic favor. P a ris , i t  is said, has ju s t  awoke to 
th e  v irtues  of “ a new k ind  of te a ,” called 
Serkys tea , “  w hich has th e  v irtues  of p re ­
serving th e  brilliancy and  beauty  of early  
y ou th  up  to th e  rip es t age i t  is  composed 
“  of exquisitely  refreshing  and  balsam ic 
p lan ts” —th e  leaves of th e  p lan ts  a re  probably 
in tended—“ growing on th e  foot of th e  m oun­
ta ins of Mecca and  L ib am is .” T h e  beverage 
in question  claim s an tiq u ity  g rea te r th a n  
th a t  of th e  m odern  tea , whoso nam e it 
borrows. I t  is  said to  have been discovered 
in  th e  tim e of O sm an I . ,  who in troduced i t  
to th e  ladies of th e  seraglio, and  i t  has ever 
since rem ained th e  favorite beverage of th e  
S u ltans. In  outw ard application its  effects 
a re  m arvellous as w hen taken  in te rn a lly , an d  
th e  leaves stewed down afte r in fusion , if 
th row n in to  th e  b a th , will con tribu te  to  p re ­
serve th e  freshness of tho  com plexion in  a 
m a n n er w hich M me. R achel s p reparations 
could n o t equal. Serkys, w hatever i t  may 
be, will no  doubt become th e  rage in  Paris, 
w here its  v irtues a re , we are told, devoutly 
believed in . T here  is only one little  difficul­
ty  in  th e  m a tte r, and  th a t  is th a t  th e  won­
derfu l p roperties of tho  d rin k  should 
ever have been  forgotten  w hen once 
know n, as Serkys is  said to  have been  once 
to  th e  lad ies of th e  F re rc h  C ourt. “  In  
F rance  i t  was know n du ring  th e  re ign  of 
Louis X IV ., and  perhaps i t  was owing to th is  
p rep a ra tio n  th a t  all th e  wom en of th a t 
period  w e re  young and  b eau tifu l.”

DISTRESSING CALAMITY.
A  G ir l  o f  l t f  IS ii r  n « <1 to  D e n t i l  W ith  H e r  

I j i i t l e  B r o th e r .
W i n d s o r ,  O nt., M arch 4.— Y esterday m o rn ­

ing  new s was received here  th a t  a terrib le 
calam ity  befell a fam ily a t Sandw ich W est, 
seven m iles down th e  river, a t a  la te  h o u r on 
S a tu rday  n ig h t, by which a girl of 15 or 16 
and  h e r b ro ther, a  lad of 7, lo s t th e ir  lives. 
About 11 o’clock Satu rday  n ig h t Sim on 
D uryeau was aw akened by  th e  sm ell 
of smoke and  unusual h ea t in th e  house. 
Push ing  open h is  cham ber door, w hich was 
on th e  lower floor of th e  house, he d is­
covered th e  whole re a r portion of h is  dwelling 
was in  flam e?,and th a t  the  staircase leading to 
the  second story,w here h is  little  son and  dau g h ­
te r were sleepiug, had already fallen a prey  to 
tho flam es. Mr. D uryeau had  barely tim e to 
arouse h is  wife and  get h e r ou t of th e  burning 
build ing  w hen he  heard  th e  agonizing 
scream s of h is  dau g h te r and  th e  nex t m om ent 
th e  roof fell in  and  th e  sou and  daughter 
were buried  in  th e  blazing  ru in s . The 
neighbors and  coun try  people for som e d is ­
tance hu rried  to  th e  scene, b u t too la te  to be 
of service. T he  loss of th e  house and  fu rn i­
tu re  was bu t little  com pared w ith th e  lives of 
th e  two children , who awoke from  a  peaceful 
sleep only to  m eet a  death  too horrib le  to  con­
tem pla te . T he  details of th e  horrib le  affair 
a re  very m eagre, bu t i t  is th o u g h t th a t  the  
dwelling caugh t fire from  an  ash  barre l a t 
th e  rear.

— E vening  Telegram :—“ Abroad, ladies 
never th in k  of decorating them selves with 
gem s w hen walking on tho  k ing’s highw ay. 
B u t A m erican women, especially New York 
wom en, appear to have diam onds, 
pearls, rubies, sapphires an d  em eralds in 
th e ir  blood. T hese  break ou t with th em  upon 
all occasions, and  th e  wonder is tb a t  they  do 
n o t oftener pay th e  penalty  of being robbed. 
A nother fau lt, n o t so g laring  as a m a tte r  of 
ill ta ste , b u t equally  indefensible, is  th a t 
which m ost women have of carry ing  the ir 
portem onnaaes m  th e ir  hands.*’

CHICKEN COURTSHIP. 

A Lesson to Young Lovers-
infants f?Iust Stop Flirting ESefore They

Come of Age, or Sufler lor it.
A breach of prom ise case, in te res ting  for 

th e  po in ts  ra ised  in  it, has ju s t been  decided 
in  E n g lan d  beforo th e  L ord  C hief B aron . I t  
is  repo rted  by th e  L ondon  Telegraph  as 
follows :

T he  p la in tiff was a  dau g h te r of M ajor M c­
G regor and  is n o t ye t of age. T he  defendan t 
was th e  son of a gen tlem an  of considerable 
p roperty  and  th e  p roprieto r of th e  publication 
called th e  C hristian . T he  p la in tiff an d  de­
fen d an t first becam e acquain ted  w hile the  
form er was living a t W ood G reen  and  th e  
la tte r  a t  C rouch E n d , in  th e  n o rth  of L ondon. 
T he  fam ilies were also upon very  friendly  
te rm s.

M iss F lo rence M cGregor, th e  p la in tiff, s a id :
I  am  a  dau g h te r of M ajor M cGregor, and  in  
1873 was living w ith  h im  a t W ood G reen, in 
th e  n o rth  of L ondon. T h e  defendan t was 
living a t Crouch E n d , in  th e  sam e neighbor­
hood. In  Ju n e , 1876, th e  defendan t cam e to 
see m y fa ther, who was a  m a jo r in  th e  
Seventy-eighth  R egim ent. H e  was th e n  re ­
tired . T he defendan t’s fa th e r was t i n  p ro ­
p rie to r of th e  C hristian . T hree or four days 
afterw ards th e  defendan t spoke to  m e, saying, 
“  D o you consider yourself engaged to  me, 
as I  consider rayself engaged to  you ?” I  said 
th a t

I  C O N S ID E R E D  M Y S E L F  E N G A G E D  

to  h im . I  first knew  th e  defendan t in  1873. 
In  th e  m o n th  of A ugust, 1875, th e  defendan t 
w ent to  G erm any an d  Sw itzerland ; in  Sep­
tem ber, 1876, to New York, and  in  J an u a ry , 
1877, to  C anada. Before th e  defendan t w ent 
to  C anada I  saw h im  very often , and  an  in ­
tim acy con tinued  as if we were engaged to 
each o ther. I  received a  le tte r  from  th e  de­
fendan t in  Jan u a ry , 1877, w hile he  was in 
C anada. H e  re tu rned  trom  C anada, I  believe, 
a t th e  end  of F eb rua ry . F rom  th a t  tim e 
u n til  Ju ly , 1877, we constan tly  m et. W e 
were living a t th e  sam e places as we had  
done in  Ju n e , 1876. I  had  w ritten  to  th e  de­
fendan t on F eb ruary  8, saying I  was very 
m uch surprised  th a t  he h a d  decided to  rem ain  
in  C anada. On M arch 8 , 1877, I  received 
a  le tte r from  th e  defendan t, in  w hich he 
said :—

My D arling  :—W ill you accept th e  inclosed 
as a  token of th e  real love ? I  w ish you very 
m any  happy re tu rn s  of y ou r b irth d ay , and  
m ay your fu tu re  be b rig h ter by fa r th a n  the  
la s t h a s  been is th e  w ish of yours ever,

H a r r y .

On Septem ber 1 ,1877, th e  defendan t cam e 
of age, and  a  few days afterw ard  he  gave m e 
th e  ring  w hich h is  m o ther gave h im  on h is  
b irthday . H e  to ld  m e to w ear i t  u n til  he 
gave m e an  engaged one. T he  defendant 
was th e n  learn ing  fa rm ing  a t  M ill H all, near 
A lton, H a n ts . In  Jan u a ry , 1 8 7 8 ,1 saw th e  
defendan t while I  was stay ing  w ith h is  m o ther 
a t Crouch E n d . On Jan u a ry  11 w ent w ith  
th e  defendan t to  L ondon, and  he said to  m e : 
“ I  w an t to  buy you an  engaged ring , b u t I  
have n o t sufficient m oney in  m y pocket to 
buy  one now .”  I  was th en  w earing th e  ring  
he had  given m e. H e left C rouch E n d  on 
Jan u a ry  3 fo r Mill H all, and  m ore le tte rs  
passed between them . Am ong th em  were 
th e  follow ing:

P R E T T Y  L E T T E R S .

P u m p  H o u s e ,  L l a n d r i n d o d , R a n d o r ,  ) 
M arch , 12, 1878. J

My D arling  F lo  : I  have ju s t  come in  from  
a  nice  w alk w ith  L ou is  M organ, so have got 
very little  tim e before post, b u t perhaps you 
w'ould ra th e r  have little  th a n  none. You 
need n o t be jealous of th e  bar-m aid , m y duck, 
a lthough  she is  a  nice g irl, and  above th e  
position she is iu  a t  p resen t ; b u t she is e n ­
gaged to  a  cap tain  in  th e  m erch an t service, 
and  is as  anxious to  see h im  as you say  you 
are  to  see m e. I  hope th a t  happy  day will 
soon come for us. * * * I  expect I  shall
be hom e n ex t week, and  m y  darling , I  hope 
I  shall see you. Give m y  love to S ister 
E m ily , a n d  rem em ber m e to  your fa the r 
and  m o th er. Believe m e your ever loving

H a r r y .

5 C a s t l e  T e r r a c e ,  B a t h  R o a d ,  H o u n s l o w .  ) 
M arch 18, 1878. j

M y D earest H a rry  : A lthough your la s t
le tte r  was very  sho rt, I  was delighted  to  see 
your handw riting  once m ore. I  th in k  you 
have been very lazy  in  w riting  to  m e since 
you have been a t L landrindod . I  am  sure  
if th e  bar-m aid  is n o t th e  a ttrac tio n  th e re  
m ust be som ething  else. I  am  n o t jealous of 
h e r, and  I  am  only sorry, as she is such  a 
n ice girl, she  is in  such a  position . * * *
W hen  do you re tu rn  ? You d id  n o t te ll m e 
in  your la s t le tte r  w hat day. S is te r E m m ie  
sends h e r  love. I  really  have no  new s to tell 
you, dearest. H oping you will w rite m e a 
long le tte r n ex t tim e. P apa  and  m am m a 
w ish to  be rem em bered to  you. W ith  fond 
love, your ever loving

F l o r e n c e .

P . S. G ertie w ishes m e to  send h e r love to 
dear H arry .

P u m p  H o u s e , L l a n d r i n d o d ,  T a d n o r , )  

M arch 19, 1878. j
My D arling  F l o : I  am  very  sorry  to  h e a r  

th a t  you r foot is so bad. Is  i t  worse th a n  it 
has been  before ? My poor little  darling , it 
m u s t be a g rea t trouble  to  you, though  no t 
g rea te r to  you th a n  to  m e. B u t cheer up , 
we m u st hope for th e  best, and  be than k fu l 
th a t  your h e a lth  is good o therw ise. * * * 
R em em ber m e very kindly  to M ajor and  M rs., 
ahd  give b ro th e r H a rry ’s love to  dear Em ily. 
Believe m e, your ever-loving H a r r y .

A few days la te r, defendan t wrote giving 
up  th e  engagem ent, an d  asked w itness to  do 
so. W itness, however, would n o t consent.

I n  cross-exam ination  by M r. M urphy th e  
p la in tiff s a id : 1 first knew th e  defendan t in 
1874. T he  defendan t used  to  see m y sister 
and  m yself hom e, and  upon  one occasion a 
frind  said  to  th e  defendan t and  m yself, 
“ You two seem  to love each o th e r.” I  said, 
“ I  do, for m y p a rt.” Mjr s is te r said, “ I ’ll 
see she does no t flirt u n til you come back .” 
I  was th en  fourteen  and  th e  defendan t fifteen 
and  a-half. I  did no t consider m yself e n ­
gaged u n til Ju n e , 1876, w hen m y  pa ren ts  
gave th e ir  consent. W hen th e  defendan t 
cam e of age I  considered th e re  was

N O  N E E D  TO  O B T A IN  A  F R E S H  P R O M IS E

from h im , because I  was already engaged to 
him . I  looked upon it as one con tinua l en ­
gagem ent. My fa th e r, in  Ju n e , 1876, said, 
“ I  have no objection to  your being engaged, 
and  m a tte rs  m ay  go on as th ey  a re .” I  told 
th e  defendant th a t  I  considered I  was engaged 
to  h im . I  looked upon i t  as one con tinual 
engagem ent. I  understood m y fa th e r to  have 
given h is  consent.

M r. M urphy subm itted , upon  th e  conclu­
sion  of th e  p laintiff’s case, th a t th e re  was no 
case to go to  th e  ju ry , as i t  had  been decided 
in  th e  C om m on P leas D ivision th a t  a prom ise 
m ade in infancy and  ra tified  afterw ards was 
no t a  prom ise of m arriage in th e  eye of the  
law. T he case he referred  to  was th a t  of 
“ Coxliead v. M ullis” (C. PJ. D iv ., “ Law  
J o u rn a l,’ p. 761).

T he L ord  Chief B aron said he considered 
th e re  was a b u n d an t evidence before th e  
C ourt of a  p rom ise of m arriage a fte r th e  de­
fen d an t cam e of age ; and  th a t  w hether 
th e  prom ise had  been ra tif ied  or n o t had , 
therefore, no th in g  to do w ith  th e  p resen t case.

M r. M urphy asked th a t  a note  of h is  ob­
jection  m igh t be taken . H e  decided to  call 
no  evidence in  support of th e  defendan t’s 
ease.

T he  L ord  C hief B aron, in  sum m ing up , 
said th a t  th e  ju ry  would have to  say w hether, 
if th e  parties  had  never m et before Septem ­
ber, 1877, w hen th e  defendan t cam e of age, 
th a t  th e re  was n o t am ple evidence of a  d is­
t in c t and  su b stan tia l prom ise from  th e  de­
fendan t. T he p la in tiff then  asked to aw ard 
such ju s t  and  tem pera te  dam ages as they  
considered she was en titled  to, and  in  doing 
so to  rem em ber th a t  th e  defendant, althougla 
perhaps unable to  pay th e  am o u n t a t the  
p resen t m om ent, would be able to  do in  th e  
fu tu re  by earn ing  h is  own livelihood and  ob­
ta in in g  a  sufficient sum  to  com pensate the  
p laintiff for th e  m an n er in  w hich he  had  
w ounded and  outraged h e r feelings.

T he ip ry  gave a  verdiot for th e  p laintiff 
w ith dam agbs. i

T H E  S U P R E M A C Y  OF W OM AN.

jlfir. B e e c h e r  M e t is e s  H e r  P o s i t i o n  A m o n g  
th e  A n c ie n t  H e b r e w s .

M r. B eecher p reached  recen tly  up o n  th e  
condition  of worn an  and th e  h ouseho ld  am ong 
th e  ancien t Hebrew’s. In  th e  course of h is  
rem arks  h e  s a id :

T h e  condition  of any people m ig h t be ascer­
ta ined  by  th e  position of wom an. T here  
never was a  n a tio n  w here wom an was de­
pressed  th a t  rose to em inence. W as she in 
ohose early  days a  p lay th ing , a  recluse, a  nun  
cf th e  k itchen , or was she honored  ? H er 
to n d itio n  th e n  am ong th e  H ebrew s, though 
no t so good as am ong u s  now, was im m ensely 
in  advance of any na tio n  in  th e  O rien t a t th a t 
tim e. T h e  prim itive  law was power. The 
august power of n a tu re  suggested deities 
F ir s t m uscu lar power, th e n  cunn ing  as an  ele­
m en t of power, th e n  pom p. W om an was dis 
esteem ed because of h e r w eakness, and  all 
the  way down th e  w eakness of sex had  been 
trodden  u n d er foot. A m ong th e  H ebrews 
th a t  was evident, b u t wom an w as s till greatly  
in advance th e re . She was a  servan t. She 
was saleable. T he  fa th e r could send h is  
dau g h te r to  m a rk e t, n o t as we did, b u t a c tu ­
ally. I t  was only a t a  la te  day th a t  m en 
understood th a t  p roperty  m ean t inan im ate  
th ings. A fa th e r had  absolu te  con tro l of a 
d a u g h te r’s liberty  and  life. She had  no choice 
as to  m atrim ony  and  h e r  fa th e r gave her 
away for a consideration . She in h e rited  n o ­
th in g  un less th e  esta te  was likely to go o u t of 
th e  fam ily, an d  th e n  she was a Jack  a t  a 
p incb . A m ong th e  H ebrew s wom an was not 
a  laborer, b u t rem ained  a t hom e and  did 
housew ork. She was unveiled  an d  a te  w ith 
her hu sb an d . A G reek w om an was no t 
allowed to do th a t. A H ebrew  w om an was 
th e  com panion of h e r h u sb an d  if she was h is  
slave. She took p a rt w ith  h im  in  all the  
g rea t relig ious services. T here  w as th is  re ­
m arkable  pecu liarity  also, th e  H ebrew  never 
stood in  th e  way of gen ius e ithe r in  m an  o r 
w om an. I f  M iriam  could sing she was to 
sing . If  D eborah  could ru le  she was to  rule. 
H u ldah  was sought u n to  as a  p rophetess, and 
th e re  were m any  th in g s  in  w hich a m an  could 
b e tte r consu lt a wom an th a n  a m an . S am ­
uel’s m o ther, E lizab e th , M ary, M artha, the  
wom en who accom panied C hrist, and  who 
afterw ard  consorted w ith  th e  apostles and 
were organic m em bers of th e  firs t church , 
exhib ited  th e  sp irit w hich brought h onor on 
wom en am ong th e  H ebrew s.

OLD WORLD NEWS.
(■ ren t B r i t a in .

A verd ict given a t th e  G lam organ assizes 
affirm s as a  princip le  th a t  a  railw ay p a s ­
senger who leans again st an  unfastened  
carriage door, an d  th ro u g h  such ac t falls 
ou t of th e  carriage, is n o t gu ilty  of con tri­
bu to ry  negligence. M r. H an len , a  com m is­
sion agen t a t  Pon typ ridd , was aw arded £1 ,- 
500 com pensation  in  an  action.

One of th e  m ost singu lar cases of m istaken  
id en tity  h a s  come before th e  L ord  M ayor of 
L ondon . A policem an m ade a  charge of 
picking pocket again st a gen tlem an  in  b u si­
ness in  th e  city. H e said he  had  often seen 
h im  a t work try ing  people’s pockets, b u t, a s  
he  knew h is  good social position , he  dared 
n o t m ake a charge, fearing  h is  sim ple evi­
dence would n o t be believed. H e , therefore, 
got an o th e r officer to  join h im , an d  th ey  to ­
ge ther bo th  swore th a t  they  had  over and  
over again  seen defendan t picking  pockets. 
T he  p risoner, in  defence, said ho would no t 
im pu te  wilful p e rju ry  to th e  w itnesses, bu t 
th ey  w ere u n d e r a serious m istake. The 
police, however, said  th ey  knew prisoner 
well, and  could no t be m istaken . A m em ­
ber of th e  firm  of Jo h n  M orley & Co. and  
o th e r geu tlem en  hav ing  deposed to  p riso n er’s 
charac ter and  respectability , th e  L ord  
M ayor dism issed  tee charge as founded on a 
m istake.

In  a  case a t th e  D erby assizes, w here two 
dom estic servan ts  were charged w ith  theft, 
th e  Judge, hav ing  said th e  case would be ad ­
jou rned , th e  ju ry  objected, saying they  had  
m ade up th e ir  m inds, and  th a t  n e ith e r th e  
sum m ing  up  of the  Judge or th e  speeches of 
counsel would a lte r th e ir  verdict. T he  Judge 
said th a t  iu  these  c ircum stances i t  would be 
a “  solem n farce” to  ad jou rn , and, a fter con­
su lting  w ith Lord Coleridge, agreed to  accept 
h e ir  verd ict of “  n o t g u ilty .”

T he decease is announced, a t th e  ex trao r­
d inary  age of 102, of th e  Rev. W illiam  
T ran ter , of Salisbury . H e en tered  the  
W esleyan m in is try  in  th e  year 1803, a t the  
age of 26. Since th a t  tim e he  h a s  laboured 
alm ost incessantly  iu  d ifferent c ircu its . A 
few years since, on account of h is  great 
age, the  W esleyan Conference allowed h im  
to becom e a  supernum erary , an d  he la ­
boured in  th a t  capacity a t Salisbury till he 
died.

A Scotch settler, ju s t re tu rn ed  hom e from 
South Africa, said, a t an  en te rta in m en t given 
him  by a num ber of h is  friends, ho was n o t 
afra id  o f th e  Z u lus, w ith whom ho had  m ixed 
for m any  years, and  had  found th em  honest, 
ha rd  w orking, gratefu l people. Knowing, as 
he well did, th e ir  bravery  and  endurance, he 
was no t surprised a t th e  resu lt of th e  care­
less generalsh ip  d isplayed by  L ord  C helm s­
ford.

T he  D aily  News says th e  troops a t  M alta 
suffer m uch  from  th e  d rink ing  shops, and  
adds :— “ The stuff sold ou r g a llan t defenders 
is , i t  would seem , of a  very fiery charac te r ; 
indeed, w hen th ey  have got in to  prison  or 
in to  hosp ita ls  th ro u g h  yielding to h a b its  of 
in tox ication , th ey  often  qualify  th e  grog­
shop wares as so m uch  ‘ m adden ing  poison. 
One especially a rd en t descrip tion  of alcohol 
is know n am ong the  m ilitary  as • fixed bay­
one ts .’ A precisely sim ilar te rm  was a p ­
plied to  th e  execrable A m erican w hiskey of 
w hich ou r G uardsm en  and  our Rifle Brigade 
d rank  a  g rea t deal too m uch  in  C anada six ­
teen  years ago.”
P L ondon  i T r u t h :— “ W e are  to ld  th a t  th e  

rice of m ea t is likely to  increase, as the  
U nited  S ta tes will be ‘proclaim ed’ as an  in ­
fected coun try . T h is  will be adding in su lt 
to  in ju ry , as so far th e  cost of m ea t lias not 
been reduced one penny  a pound, no tw ith ­
stand ing  all th e  tons th a t  have come from  
Am erica.”

L ondon W orld  :— “  T here  a re  'lad ies  of 
all ages, and  of every varie ty  of personal a t ­
trac tion , of whose h u sb an d s th e  polite  world 
sees infinetly  less th a n  i t  does of th e ir  m aids. 
H e is one of th e  im pedim enta  of traveling, 
an d  h e  is left a t hom e w henever practicable, 
on th e  princip le th a t  those  journeys a re  th e  
easiest on w hich least luggage is taken . So­
ciety a t  large only  knows of h im  as a n  a s th ­
m atic  encum brance, who lives p rincipally  in 
th e  back d in ing  room  and  has no  ta s te  for 
L ondon hou rs. I t  is  asto n ish in g  how  soon 
th e  husb an d , from  those being in  th e  back 
ground, lades in to  th e  absolu tely  m y th ica l ; 
and  indeed i t  is  only when th e  world h e a rs  of 
h is  dea th  th a t  it first clearly  realizes th e  fact 
of h is  existence.

London  W o rld :—“ T he hostess  who has 
desired to seeure th e  p resence of a  profes­
sional d iner-ou t has in  tim es past felt i t  only 
decent to  include in th e  proffered hosp ita lity  
th e  com m onplace little  wife, who would a 
thousand  tim es sooner have been a t  hom e 
w ith  h e r  ch ild ren  and  h e r  te a .”

— L ondon  W orld :— “ M arriage has proba 
bly dealt the  death  blow to  qu ite  as m any 
honest friendsh ips as debt. T he  m ost am ia ­
ble of women are  n a tu ra lly  uncharitab le  to 
th e ir  own sex, and  when wives are professed 
rivals  passive hostilities a re  tolerably sure  to 
be generated  betw een th e  husbands. P e rso n ­
ally  th e  two m en m ay en te rta in  m u tu a l sen­
tim en ts  of lik ing  and  re s p ec t; b u t th e  feeling, 
as such  feelings are for th e  m ost p a r t ,  is  
probably negative, and  D am on is  too m uch 
th e  c rea tu re  of h ab it, too  read ily  an d  iresist- 
ably succum bs to  th e  social influences im m e­
diately exercised on h im , a t hia hearthside, 
by M rs. D am on, to  in s is t on re ta in in g P y th ias  
as h is  friend  a t all h a z a rd s .”

— In  th e  churchyard  of Childwell, E ng land , 
th e re  is  th is  epitaph :

H ere  lies th e  rem a in s  of T hom as W oodhen, 
T h e  most am iab le  of hu sb an d s  a n d  excellen t 

of m en.

N . B.— H is  n a m e  was Woodcock, b u t  i t  
w'o'uld n tft com e in  rh y m e .

H O W  EASY  IT  IS TO K E E P  EIOU 1
n O W - A - D A lH

A couple m ay  set up  for them selves w ith  
very few u tensils, scarcely any provisions, and 
n e x t to  no  knowledge of cookery. A gas 
o r oil stove takes th e  place of a costly and  
cum brous cooking range. Coffee is bought 
no t only parched  b u t ground. Spices and  
pepper come all p repared  for use. E very  k ind 
of bread ,cake and  pastry  can be purchased  a t a 
s ligh t advance on tho  cost of th e  m ateria ls  
they con ta in . I f  one w ishes th e  sp o rt of 
m aking them , self-rising  flour m ay  be had  in  
any grocery. F ru it  of all k inds a ll ready  for 
the  tab le can  be purchased  about as  cheaply 
as th a t  w hich m u s t be p repared . N ot only 
lobsters an d  o th e r shell fish, b u t salm on m ay 
be bough t cooked an d  ready  to  be served at. a 
p m e  b u t little  above w hat the  crude articles 
cost ; and  cooked corn  beef,tongue, p ig s’ feet 
and  lictm have long been on  tlie  m arket. 
T here  are also canned  soups, th a t  only need 
to be d ilu ted; m ince m eat, all ready  to  be p u t 
between p ie-crusts ; and  ro a s t m eats  and 
fowls of all descrip tions. Som e groceries keep 
m u sh  prepared  for frying. B oston  baked 
beans, p u t up  in  cans, have h ad  a  g rea t ru n  
during  th e  p a s t few years. E n g lish  plum - 
pudding is also on  th e  m ark e t. L a s t w in ter 
w itnessed th e  a d v en t of fried potatoes as an 
article of com m erce. C ans of cooked green 
corn, beans, peas, tom atoes, cauliflow er and  
asparagus are found  on th e  shelves of every 
corner grocery. I t  is  no  longer necessary  to 
have a  cook, o r to  be a  cook in  o rder to  keep 
house. I t  requ ires scarcely any  cooking 
u tensils  to  provide a  w arm  m eal. A can- 
cpener, a  fry ing  pan  and  a  coffee-pot a re  the  
p rincipal requ isites. E ven  the  la s t is  n o t ab ­
solutely necessary , since a  m ix tu re  of p re ­
pared coffee, sugar and  cream  m ay read ily  be 
obtained, l t  is  even practicable, now, for th e  
novice to  despense w ith  a  cook-book, as  the  
label on  every can telle how to  t re a t  th e  con­
ten ts .

D IK T ILL1N O  IjI ( » I I  T  FROM  FAT.

N e w  Y o r k ,Feb. 22.— A t th e  regu lar weekly 
m eeting  of the  New Y o rk  Polytechnic Society, 
la s t evening, in  room  No. 24 of th e  Copper 
In s titu te , E r n s t  Schoenrock explained  a  new 
system  of gas ligh ting . T he system  was in ­
vented by Ju liu s  P in tsc li, of B erlin , and  is 
adap ted  especially  to  th e  lig h tin g  of railw ay 
carriages, large build ings and  floating buoys. 
T he  gas is d istilled from  fa t or petro leum  re ­
fuse, is very rich  and  b rillian t, an d  th e  cost 
is fa r below th a t  of coal gas. T he ad v in trg e s  
claim ed for i t  are due to  th e  p a rticu la r 
m ethod  of m an u fac tu re  by  th e  fu rnaces de­
signed by M r. P in tsch . T he gas is  d ry  and  
p e rm a n en t, w ithou t m o is tu re  or sed im ent, 
and  i t  suffers no  less by condensation  in  the  
pipes. I t  h a s  been used  for several years in  
E u rope, on  th e  p rinc ipa l ra ilroads in  E n g ­
land , R ussia  and  G erm any . B etw een 6,000 
and  8,000 cars on these  railw ays have been 
provided w ith  th e  gas, and  i t  is  used  also in  
th e  saloon carriages of th e  E m p ero rs  of 
R ussia  and  G erm any , and in  th a t  of th e  
P rince of W ales. I t  has been adopted  on th e  
whole line  by  th e  d irec to rs of tho  M etropoli­
ta n  U nderg round  Railw ay of L ondon . I t  is 
used  in a  com pressed form , and  on ra ilroad  
cars i t  is  contained  in  iron  tan k s  or cy linders 
a ttached  to  th e  bottom  of th e  cars. I ts  use 
is no t dangerous,the  gas being  subjected  only 
to  a p ressu re  of 90 pounds to  th e  square inch , 
and is no t explosive. T he  supply is con tro l­
led by a  delicate regu la to r, w hich m a in ta in s  
a  steady and  regu la r flam e in  th c  lam p. T he  
gas h as  been used  also in  ligh ting  buoys to 
m ark  th e  en trances of harbors, and  for th a t  
purpose h a s  received th e  approval of T rin ity  
H ouse, L ondon. P erm ission  has been receiv­
ed from  Secretary  S herm an  to adm it, free of 
du ty , a  buoy to  be exh ib ited  in  th is  harbor. 
T he a rriva l of a  buoy is expected w ith in  a  few 
weeks. I t  is said to  be probable th a t  th e  gas 
will be adopted  for u se  on th e  M etropolitan  
E levated  R ailroad  in  th is  city, w hich would 
save, i t  is said , $50 a  day in  th e  lig h tin g  of 
its  cars.

W H Y  IIE  W E PT .

A G erm an  nam ed  Jacob W urtze l, who had  
lived in  th e  Tow nship of S tan ley  for a 
num ber of years, was p resen ted  w ith a  m e­
m ento  and  an  address th e  o th e r evening, 
previous to h is  re tu rn  to  h is  friends in  
W aterloo  county. T h e  donors of th is  h a n d ­
some m em ento  proceeded in  a body to  h is  
house, and  were w arm ly received. T he  object 
of th e ir  v is it flashed upon Jacob’s m ind , and  
h is  face worked spasm odically  w ith  delig 
b u t when th e  chief spokesm an had  r e a l  th e  
address h is  face grew  pensive and  he  tu rn e d  
away h is  head, and  h is  eyes were noticed to  
fill w ith tears. T he m ajo rity  of those  p re ­
sen t supposed th a t  h is  feelings h ad  overcome 
h im , and  stood quietly  aw aiting  th e  “  tu rn  
of th e  tid e .” B u t one, m ore inqu isitive  th a n  
th e  rest, quietly  tapped  him  on th e  a rm  and 
inqu ired  th e  cause of h is  d isturbed feelings. 
“  I  fell aw ful bed ,” he  said, “  I  vas af do 
obinions dot you fellas voud do somedim;* 
g ren d —dot you vould show your respeckt for 
m e, and  m ake m e feel hap p y ,” b u t here  he 
re lapsed  for a  few m inu tes, and  on recover­
ing, continued, “  b u t ven I  lisden  to  dot 
address, I  can’t  keep beck dose veeps. Now 
va t you shpose dose beeples down by V aterloo 
vill say ven dev saw dot biece of baper, eh ? 
D ey vill told m e I  vas sold, dot i t  vas a 
schnide. N odings aboud ‘ doken af esh teem ,’ 
nodings aboud ‘ en tronsic  value ,’ nod ings 
aboud som edings a t a ll ! Ven I  tin k  aboud 
dose dings I  feel awful bad ,”— and  he  im m e­
diately fell back upon th e  red  handkerch ief 
again, and  th e  crowd filed slowly ou t feeling 
th a t  they  had  unw itting ly  and  u n in ten tio n ­
ally  in ju red  th e  feelings of a  neighbor and  
friend.

T H E  L O t  A L  L E G 1 M L A T U K E .

“ B y stan d e r,” in  th e  C anadian M onthly  
for M arch, h a s  th e  following on th e  A lgom a 
question  :

“  In  th e  case of the  Algoma w rit and  its  
effect on th e  life of tho  O ntario  P a rliam en t 
lawyers differ and laym en m ust n o t p re ten d  
to decide. B u t th e re  is one th in g  whioh 
even a  laym an  m ay safely say— tho legisla­
tive power ough t n o t to be exercised w ith ­
out an  un im peachab le  title  bo th  legal and  
m oral. T he legal title  of th e  P a rliam en t of 
O ntario  to  sit a fte r Febuary  2 can  h a rd ly  
be said to  have been unim peachable : thero  
is an objection which evidently  m akes som e 
im pression  on legal m inds ; and  i t  is  a t  
least conceivable th a t  a  court n o t anxious 
to  postpone th e  O ntario  e lections m igh t 
refuse to p u t upon any  s ta tu te , o r jum ble  
of s ta tu tes , th e  construction  for w hich the  
G overnm ent con tend , and  w hich would 
leave th e  P rovince possibly for six or e igh t 
m on ths  w ithou t any  legislative power 
w hatever th e  em ergency m igh t be ; sinco, 
pending th e  re tu rn  of th e  Algom a w rit, 
there  would be a  P a rliam en t s till in  course 
of election, and  capable n e ith e r of s ittin g  
nor of being  dissolved. B u t be th e  legal 
title  w hat i* m ay, i t  is certa in  th a t  th e  
m oral title  is  u tte rly  w anting. Tho period 
for which th e  m em bers of th e  P a rliam en t of 
O ntario  were en tru s ted  by th e  people w ith th e  
legislative power h a s  unquestionab ly  e x p ired ; 
and  th e ir  p resen t exercise of th e  power is 
redeem ed from  th e  charac te r of barefaced 
u su rp a tio n  only by a  techn ica l quirk . A d is­
solu tion  and  an im m ediate  election would 
have set all rig h t an d  cleared legislation from  
th e  cloud w hich  now re s ts  upon i t .”

— Old M rs. S tack sold two glasses of cider to 
th e  neighbors in  N orthfield, V t., th u s  v io ­
la ting  th e  P roh ib ito ry  L iquo r Law  of th a t  
S ta te . A spy had  h e r a rrested , h is  m otive 
being to  get h is  legal sh are  of th e  fine, which 
was, in th is  case, |2 0 .  M rs. S tack could no t 
pay, being very poor, a n d  a  heartle ss  con­
stable  carried  her to ja il on a  cold day in  an  
open sleigh, a lthough  she was th in ly  dressed 
an d  seriously  ill. H e r d au g h te r borrowed 
th e  m oney to  pay  tho  fine, b u t M rs. Stacy 
died a  few h o u rs  a fter release, he rd e iith  being 
th e  direct re su lt of th e  c rue lty  to  w hich she 
had  been subjected.

— T h e  n u m b e r of G reeks in  a ll T urkey is 
abou t 2,500,000, whilo th e  n u m b er in  G reece 
is  cm In  1,400 ,000 .


