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O V E t t  T H E  ISA INI S 1 K  R S .

Over th e  b an iste rs  bends a  face,
D aring ly  sw eet and  beguiling ;

Som ebodv stands in  care less grace,
And w atches th e  p ic tu re , sm iling .

T he lig h t bu rn s  d im  in  th e  h a ll below  ;
Nobody sees h e r  stan d in g

Saving good n ig h t again , so ft and  low,
H alf  w ay up  to  th e  landing.

N obody on ly  th e  eyes of brow n,
T ender a n d  fu ll o f m eaning ,

T h a t  sm ile  on  th e  fa ire s t face in  tow n,
O ver th e  b an iste rs  leaning.

T ired  an d  sleepy, w ith  drooping head ,
I  w onder w hy she lingers,

A nd wheD all th e  good-nights are  said 
Why, som ebody ho lds h e r  fingers—

H olds h e r  fingers a n d  draw s h e r  dow n, 
S uddenly growing bolder,

T ill h e r  loose h a ir  d rops its  m asses brow n,
L ike a  m a n tle  over h is  shoulder.

O ver th e  b an isters  so ft h an d s  fa ir  
B ru sh  h is  cheeks like a  f e a th e r ;

B rig h t brow n tresses an d  dusky h a ir  
M eet an d  m ingle toge ther.

T h e re ’s a  question  asked, th e re ’s a  sw ift caress. 
She has  flown like a  b ird  from  tho  hallw ay  ;

B u t over th e  ban iste rs  d rops a  yes 
T h a t sh a ll b r ig h ten  th e  w orld fo r h im  alway.

GOSSIP ABOUT THE QUEEN.
H e r  T i e a t n i e n t  o f  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r s — T h e  

B o o k *  Mlie R « * a d » —Hen* D a i l y  O c c u p a -  
t i o u s — P < r * o u u i  L i k e s  a u d  D i s l i k e s .

(London T ru th .)
M ost Prem iers have been extrem ely de ­

feren tia l toward th e  Queen, and th e  only 
one who was n o t so—L ord  Jo h n  Bussell 
—h ad  no reason to  congratu la te  h im self 
upon h is  crabbedness, for he got in to  very 
ill odor a t Court, and found no  support 
there  in try ing  tim es. H e was one of the  
very few s tatesm en  who ever received s 
dow nright sharp  answ er from  th e  Queen 
T his was in  1860, after the Ita lia n  revolu­
tion , when th e  d ifferent G rand D ukes were 
being dispossessed. T he D uchess of 
P arm a, in  g rea t d istress , w rote to 
the  Q ueen, beseeching h e r to  in te r­
cede w ith V ictor E m m anuel, so th a t her 
private p roperty  m ight no t be confis­
cated ; and  th e  Queen com passionately 
w illing to do w hat was asked, showed the  
le tte r to  E a rl Russell. “  T he C arnstitu- 
tush ion  dem ands th a t  I  should answer 
th a t ,” rem arked  h is  lo rdship ,-in  h is  piping, 
ungem al voice. “ Well, th en , answ er i t , ” 
said th e  Queen curtly , and  tu rn ed  away 
m uch offended. I t  h a s  often been said 
th a t  th e  Queen liked L ord  Pa lm erston , bu t 
th is  is an  error, H er favorite M inisters 
have been L ords M elbourne and  Aberdeen. 
S ir R obert Peel she a t  first disliked in ­
tensely, bu t h e r aversion wore off w hen she 
came to know h im  bettar ; and exactly the  
sam e th in g  occurred in  th e  case of M r. D is­
raeli. L ord  B eaconsfield is perhaps not 
aware th a t u n til he succeded to th e  P rem ier­
ship in  1868 th e  Queen had  only read  one 
of h is  novels—*• H e n rie tta  T em ple.” She 
read afl th e  o thers in  the  course of th e  th ree  
m on ths  a fte r Mr. D israeli had  become her 
chief a d v is e r ; and  in  due tim e enjoyed 
“ L o th a ir ,” though the  p resen t P rem ier has 
never ranked am ong h e r favorite authors. 
F o r th is  h is lordship m ay console him self, 
seeing th a t Thackeray and  th e  la te  Lord 
L y tton  are under th e  sam e banner as him self. 
T he Queen likes D ickens’s novels, one or two 
of George E lio t’s, bu t chiefly W ilkie Collins’s 
and  M r. B laok’s —th e  la tte r ’s descriptions 
of Scotch scenery being very dear to her. The 
Queen also reads and  re-reads W alter Sco tt’s 
novels—which is m ore th a n  m ost of her sub­
jects  do now, m ore’s the  p ity . On th e  whole, 
though, she inclines tow ards tbe serious read ­
ing  of h isto ry  and  theology, and the  libraries 
a t  all her palaces are richly stocked with 
books of chronicles and  m em oirs, th ough  it 
ha s  been noticed th a t she never calls for a 
F ren ch  book, having a deep objection to 
F rench  lite ra tu re  in  all its  branches. E very  
one who h a s  conversed w ith  th e  Queen on 
theological or historical subjects has rem arked 
how thoroughly  P ro tes tan t is h e r re lig ious­
ness, and  how she ye t keeps up qu ite  a  sen sa ­
tional feeling of sym pathy  w ith the  S tu a rts . 
Going one day in to  the  lib rary  a t W indso1 
Castle, she discovered the  lib rarian  en.gageo 
in  reading some strongly Jacobite m em oirs 
“ Oh, you need no t p u t them  aw ay,”  she saic 
w ith a  p leasan t sm ile. “ You know  I  an. 
Jacobite m yself.” T his does no t qu ite  tally 
w ith th e  story w hich M acaulay u sed  to  te ll 
of the  Q ueen’s opinion about J a m a s  I I .  The 
h isto rian  being on a  v is it to  W indsor, her 
M ajesty observed :—“ I  have been  reading 
your h istory  Mr. M acaulay, and  I  am  afraid I 
canno t say m uch for m y ancesto r, Jam es I I .
“ Your M ajesty’s predecessor, n o t ancesto r,’ 
answ ered th e  h is to rian , w ho apparen tly  
th o u g h t th a t  th e  Queen h a d  no t been 
well inform ed about h e r own lineage.

T he Queen leads a  qu ie t a n d  yet a  busy 
life, and  few grea t ladies fin d  tim e to  com 
press so m any  occupations in to  a daytim e as 
she does. She breakfasts a t n ine , lunches a t 
two and  d ines a t eight. F ro m  th ree  to five 
she generally drives or w alks o u t ; bu t th e  
rem ainder of h e r h o u rs  is devoted to  State 
business, study, or correspondence w ith m em ­
bers of h e r w idespread fam ily. All the  
Q ueen’s private le tte rs  are w ritten  in  E n g ­
lish , no t in  G erm an , as m any  th in k ; and , in 
fact, G erm an is so little  spoken am ong the 
royal fam ily th a t  even w hen ihe  Crown Prince 
of G erm any com es over he  speaks E ng lish  a t 
C ourt, like h is  wife’s relatives. T he Queen 
reads all th e  daily  new spapers, and  th e  p ro ­
prie tors of th e  D a ily  Telcgsaph  w ith tb e  vein 
of toadyism  th a t  d istinguishes them , p rin t 
several copies of th e ir  jou rna l for th e  royal 
palaces on special paper. T he  Q ueen’s de ­
votion to S ta te  affairs is well know n, and  her 
.in tervention  in  them , particu larly  w hen re 
ligious questions a re  involved, is n o t a t all 
half-hearted . She also exercises h e r own 
discretion very freely in  th e  appo in tm ent of 
B ishops and  Peers. D r. T a it was nom inated 
by  her to the  See of C an terbury  before Mr. 
D israeli had  recom m ended an y o n e ; and 
about a  year previously h e r M ajesty had 
flatly  refused to bestow a m itre  on D r. W ords­
w orth, owing to  the  p ro tests  w hich th is  d i­
vine had  en tered  w hen D r. S tanley was m ade 
D ean of W estm inster. A little  la te r she con­
sented  to appoint D r. W ordsw orth to th e  See 
of L incoln , bu t ra th e r  as a  com plim ent to  his 
scholarly a tta inm en ts  th a n  out of any  feel­
ing  for h is  views as a  churchm an . As 
to  Peers, th e  Q ueen, anxious to  p re­
serve th e  prestige of the  nobility , h a s  m ade 
i t  h e r ru le  never to  ennoble m en  of sm all fo r­
tune , un less they  were persons of fairly ad ­
vanced age, having no sons. On a  certa in  
occasion, w hen advised to  raise to  th e  P ee r­
age a  d ip lom atist m ore am bitious th a n  
w ealthy, she repliod p re tty  sh rew d ly :— “I  
should be rendering  h im  a poor serv ice ;” and 
th e  dip lom atist had  to be con ten t w ith the  
ribbon of G. C. B. I  have ju s t a lluded to  
Dean S tanley. H e  is, of all divines in  th e  
C hurch  of E ng land , the  one whom th e  Queen 
likes best as a  p reacher, and  th is  liking is 
backed by a p re tty  strong  personal regard. 
D uring  th e  lifetim e of L ady A ugusta Stanley, 
H e r M ajesty was a freq u en t visitor a t th e  
D eanery, and  there  on several occasions m et 
Mr. Carlyle. Mr. Carlyle (who, by th e  by, 
refused th e  G rand Cross of th e  B ath  a t  th e  
th e  sam e tim e w hen Mr. T ennyson declined a 
baronetcy) is no  courtier, and  h is  unsophis- 
cated m anners m ore tli^n  once am used th e  
th e  Qneen. One day, being, perhaps, “ hard  
of h earin g ,” and  w ishing to h ear H er M a­
jesty ’s rem arks distinctly , ke cam e close to 
her, dragging a  chair a fter h im , and  having 
m ade h im self cozy by h e r side, proceeded to 
question h e r as to h e r h isto rica l likes and 
dislikes, instead  of w aiting u n til  ho was h im ­
self questioned. I t  should be m entioned in

Y O R K H E R A L D .
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T H E  V I O L E N T  D E A T H  O F  T H R E E  
« A L L A N T  IS I t  u T  H E  K l .

(F rom  th e  L ondon  Times.)
Few  can have read  of th e  lam entable  ex­

plosion on  board  h e r M ajesty’s sh ip  T h u n d ­
erer w ith o u t a  feeling of sym pathy w ith those 
who h av e  th u s  lost relatives or friends. One 
of th e  k illed  was L ieu t. E dw ard  D aniel of 
th e  R oyal M arine A rtillery , a fine and 
prom ising  young officer. A bout tw enty-one 
years  ago two of h is  b ro thers  were likewise 
sudden ly  deprived of life. L ieu t. D aniel of 
th e  Royal E ngineers, ju s t en te ring  on a 
career of prom ise, was throw n from  a tax  
cart and  killed n e ar G uildford B arracks. 
H e h ad  a  few n ig h ts  previously perform ed m  
som e am a teu r thea tricals  before th e  Queen. 
W ith  h e r u su a l goodness, th e  Q ueen w as 
pleased to  convey to h is  pa ren ts  h e r regret 
th a t  one who had  con tribu ted  so m u ch  to  h e r 
am usem ent should  have m et w ith  such  an  
un tim ely  end.

T hen , a lm ost im m ediately a fterw ard , M id­
sh ipm an  M artin  D aniel, of h e r M ajesty’s ship 
Shannon, was killed w hen serving with the  
Naval B rigade a t th e  relief of Lucknow , I  will 
quote th e  words of h is  C aptain , th e  la te  S ir 
W illiam  Peel, w hen w riting  o f th e  event, Dee. 
16 ,1857 :

T h a t he fell in  victory, fighting  for th e  re ­
lief of Lucknow , is w hat you will have a l­
ready heard . I t  is  in  th e  repe tition  of th a t  
sad news you will find, I  tru s t ,  som e 
consolation for such  a  grevious be ­
reavem ent. H e h ad  often been h u m m in g  a 
tu n e  of la te  :

“  W h at will they  say in  E n g land  w hen th e  
story th e re  is to ld  ?

They’ll say in  dear old E ng land , th e y ’ll 
say t ’was nobly done.”

I t  was in  fron t of the  S hah  Nuggef, an d  in  
com m and ©f an  e ight-inch  how itzer, t t e  
noble boy was killed. T h e  enem y’s fire was 
very heavy, and  I  had  ju s t asked h im  if h is  
gun  was ready. H e  replied, “  All ready, 
s ir ; ” when I  said, “  F ire  th e  how itzer,” 
and  he  was answ ering , “  Aye, aye, w h en  a 
round  sho t, in  less th a n  a  m om ent of tim e, 
deprived h im  of life. W e bu ried  h im  n e a r  
where he  fell, our chap la in  reading  th e  ser­
vice, an d  in lay ing  him  in  h is  res ting  place 
we fe lt—C aptain , officers, and  m e n —th a t  we 
had lost one of th e  best and  nob lest of the  
S hannons.

And now  a  th ird  son h a s  been snatched  
away. T h e la s t t im e l  saw L ieu t. E dw ard 
D aniel was a t  th e  N aval College a t 
Greenwich, nearly  th ree  years  ago. Any 
of h is  m essm ates who m ay  read  th is  
will rem em ber th e  fine, active, m an ly  fellow, 
first in  all gam es, a n d  in  everyth ing  th a t  was 
good. H o was, a  few days ago, th e  w inner 
of the  h u rd le  race  open t -) th e  fleet a t A rtaki 
Bay.

B O V S M A K E  Y O U R  O W N  F O R T U N E . *

A story  comes to  u s from O ttaw a th a t  will 
be read  w ith  in te res t by every am bitious boy 
in  th e  D om inion :—T w enty  years ago w hen  
th e  seat of governm ent was stationed  in  To­
ron to , and th e  p resen t S ir Jo h n  M acdonald 
and  th e  la te  S ir Geo. C artier and  o th e r Cana- 
niara puplic m en, well know n to  fam e, ruled 
over departm ents in  th e  Old H osp ita l in  
King street, a  build ing  long since gone th e  
way of m any o ther of th e  ancien t edifices of 
“ L ittle  York,” th e re  lived a  certa in  D eputy 
head whose official existence was one long 
ru le  of ty ran n y  and  oppression. T his bad 
old m an  had  for a  elerk a  young law  s tu d en t, 
who from  day to  day and  m on th  to m o n th  and  
year to  year bore quietly  and  w ith exem plary 
patience the  ill- trea tm en t of h is  superior. A 
day cam e, however, w hen th e  gentle patience 
of th e  clerk Was no t proof again st th e  dom i­
neering and  in su lting  sp irit of h is  ancien t 
enem y, and  th e re  would have been  blows bu t 
for th e  in terference of a n o th e r clerk in  the  
sam e building. T ak ing  h is  younger friend 
aside, he  counselled s till g rea te r forbearance. 
“ Have patience, B ,” he  urged ; “ w hen I  am  
Chief Ju stice  of U pper C anada and  you are 
m in iste r of the  Crown we’ll pu t old Beesw ax 
in h is  place 1” W ords spoken in  je s t  fre ­
quen tly  come tru e . E ig h teen  years had  
scarcely passed away ere the  speaker sa t in 
Osgoode H all w ith th e  erm ine ! “  A nd the
other—th e  p a tien t and  long suffering y o u th ” 
— som e boy exclaim s “ w ha t becam e of h im ? ” 
W ell, sir, th a t  good an d  exem plary young 
gentlem an, who bore h is  stripes so pa tien tly  
and  exercised such  rem arkab le  self-govem - 
meffb, he , in  th e  m o n th  of October last, was 
sworn of th e  Q ueen’s Privy  Council, and  is 
now one of th e  M arquis cf L o m e’s ad ­
visers ! ! E very  boy can  po in t h is  oj?n m o r­
a l .— M ail

A R T I F I C I A L  F A T T E N I N G .

T he fa tten in g  of fowls fo r th e  m arke t has 
for a  long tim e occupied th e  a tten tio n  of 
poultry  m en  in  th is  country , b u t while nearly  
every known n a tu ra l process for m aking th e  
birds take on flesh h as  been p u t in  practice, 
little  o r no  regard  h as  ever, I  believe, been 
paid to th e  use of artificial m ean s  for the 
purpose of b ringing  about easier and  m ore 
rap id  re su lts . In  F rance  ?n d  som e o ther 
countries on th e  co n tin en t c E u r o p e  th e  fa t­
ten ing  of pou ltry  has been f )r  years a  study, 
u n til i t  h a s  been reduced to  a science. N ature  
is assisted  in  its  work w herever i t  is  practic­
able, m any curious and  inger.ious in rtru m e n ts  
for feeding th e  little  birds have been inven ted . 
P robably one of the  m ost sim ple as well as 
the  m ost effectual of these  m ach ines, is  now 
in  successful operation  in  th e  p o u ltry  e stab ­
lishm en t of a gen tlem an  n ea r Paris . I t  is 
constructed  in  th e  form  of a  sm all rubber 
pipe about fou r feet in  leng th , one end  of 
w hich is a ttach ed  to a little  pum p , w hile th e  
o ther is placed in  a  vessel ho ld ing tb e  food, 
w hich is in  a liqu id  form . T h e  fowls a re  p u t 
in  a large coop or cage, w hich is  separated  
in to  com partm ents hold ing  only  one b ird  each, 
room  enough being  allowed for very little  ex­
ercise. I t  is  ascerta ined by experim ent ju s t 
how m uch food each fowl can  digest comfort- 
fortably, a nd  th e  am o u n t is m arked  on  the  
coop u n d er each  division. T he  food con­
sisting  of a  m ix tu re  of In d ia n  m eal, barley 
m eal, m ilk  and  w ater, is  p u t in to  th e  m achine 
w hich is rolled u p  in fron t of th e  n e st by 
m eans of a lig h t tru ck , an d  th e  operator, 
opening th e  b ird ’s m outh , in serts  th e  tube 
and  gently  pum ps th e  fluid in to  th e  crop, a 
sm all faucet being  tu rn ed  w hen a  sufficient 
q u an tity  h a s  been in troduced. A skillful 
operato r will feed abou t 60 fowls and  hour, 
and  perform  th e  work neatly  w ithou t cruelty . 
A fter having been fed in  th is  m an n e r for a 
few tim es, th e  b ird s  become very tractab le, 
and  ra th e r  seem  to  enjoy th e  operation . T he  
tim e requ ired  to fa tten  th e  pou ltry  trea ted  as 
above, is from  fifteen to  tw en ty  days, accord­
ing  to  age and  previous condition .— E x ­
change.

T H E  P A f I F l €  B A I L W A W  R O U T E .

[F rom  th e  O ttaw a  Free Press.]

with.

connection w ith these  v isits to th e  D eanery, T h e  persistency w ith  which certa in  jou r 
th a t  whenever the W estm inste r boys heard  of na is decry th e  B ute and  uphold  th e  alleged 
them  they  used  to  troop out and  pray th a t  superior advantages of th e  B u rra rd  In le t 
a  half-holiday m ig h t be com m anded for rout e for th e  Pacific Railway, in  th e  tee th , as 
them , a  pe tition  w hich was always com plied | ^  would seem, of both  im perial and  D om in­

ion necessities, would alm ost lead to  th e  be­
lief th a t  personal in te res ts  had  been created 
since th e  adoption by th e  la te  G overnm ent of 
th e  la tte r  route , and  th a t  those in te res ts  
override, in  some q uarte rs , considerations of 
patrio tism  and  public duty . T he selection of a 
rou te  to  th e  Pacific ought n o t to  be regarded 
o th e r th a n  a purely na tiona l concern. Party ism  
should  not figure in, discussions involving, not 
only immense responsib ilities, but expendi-

— M ost of th e  E n g lish  cathedrals  still bear 
m arks of ill-usage in  “  the troubles.” Alm ost 
th e  only one th a t  did no t suffer a t th e  hands 
of C rom well’s arm y was York M inster. T he 
iam oiis F a irfax  was in  com m and there , and 
would n o t h e a r  of th e  desecration  of th e  pride 
of h is  native  county, deeply to th e  chagrin 
those  who h ad  vowed its destruation .

tu re s  w hich m ust h ang  round  th e  neck of 
th e  country  for generations. E very  m an , be 
he Rouge or B leu , Tory o r G rit, should ap­
proach a  subject of th is  m agnitude with s 
desire to conserve th e  p e rm an en t in te res ts  of 
th e  coun try , irrespective of p a rtiz an  or per­
sonal in te res ts , and  we are persuaded th a t 
w hen P arliam en t m eets an d  th e  question  of 
th e  rou te  comes up for discussion, any  schem e 
th a t  m ay be b rought forward in  su b stitu tio n  
of th a t  adopted by th e  la te  G overnm ent will 
be discussed on its  m erits  alone, and  w ithou t 
reference to  politics. T he Globe, w hich has 
proved itse lf a  steady cham pion of th e  B urrard  
In le t route , on th e  score, m ainly, of economy, 
has to tally  set aside th e  recom m endations of 
Adm iral de H orsey  and  also th e  now u n ­
doubted fact th a t  the  rou te  surveyed by Mr. 
M arcus Sm ith  is calculated to  open up  th e  
en tire  F ertile  B elt, w hile th e  m ore Sou thern  
rou te  adopted by th e  la te  G overnm ent on th e  
acquiescence ra th e r  th a n  on th e  recom m enda­
tion  of M r. Sandford F lem ing  would open up 
a  tra c t of te rrito ry  com paratively sterile . If  
i t  is tru e  th a t  th e  least re su lt of Mr. S m ith ’s 
calculating goes to show th a t  th e  P ine R iver 
route, in s tead  of costing tw enty  m illiens 
more, as s tated  by  th e  Globe, can really  be 
bu ilt for ten  m illions less th a n  th e  estim ated 
cost of th e  Sou thern  route , and  if, as seems 
daily m ore likely, th e  H udson’s S tra its  and 
Bay route  can be m ade available for th e  sh ip ­
m ent of g ra in  and  cattle  from  th e  Saskatche­
wan and  Peace rive r valleys to E ng lish  
m arkets , th e n  we th in k  any G overnm ent 
would be abundan tly  justified  in  choosing 
the  P ine R iver route  as th e  nearest w ith  which 
to connect P o r t N elson w ith  th e  in terio r, 
even ap art from  th e  stra tegic  considerations 
which induced th e  A dm iral of th e  Pacific 
S ta tion  to  recom m end B ute  In le t as the  
B ritish  C olum bia m ain land  te rm inus . In  
tn e  m ean tim e i t  is  understood the  Gov­
e rn m en t has n o t come to an y  decision as to 
the  rou te  to be adopted, b u t i t  is said th a t  a 
proposition will be m ade early  in  the  Session 
to carry ou t the  suggestions of th e  D eputy 
M inister of th e  In te rio r in  th e  direction of 
testing  th e  len g th  of th e  season and  the  
charac te r of th e  navigation in  H udson’s Bay 
and  S traits, by d ispatching , during  th e  ensu ­
ing  spring, a  properly-equipped and  com ­
m anded steam er for th a t  purpose. And it 
will no t be su rp rising  if th e  G overnm ent 
defers th e  final selection of th e  railw ay route  
u n til th e  practicability , or otherw ise, of th e  
ocean rou te  is • satisfactorily  established, in ­
asm uch as i t  m ay be obvious to th e  m ost 
o rd inary  observer th a t ,  upon th e  opening up 
of a  cheap ocean rou te  for the  cereals of the  
C anadian  N orth-w est depends the  im portance 
of th a t  te rrito ry  . as  an  in teg ra l p a rt of the  
Confederation. T he g ranary  of th e  con ti­
n e n t will be th e  one m ost easily accessible to 
sea-going ships, and, to all appearance, i t  lies 
w ith in  th e  C anadian  D om inion.

A  S P E C I M E N  O P  E N G L I S H  O U T ­
R A G E .

T h e  victim  of one of th e  boldest robberies 
recently  com m itted in  E n g lan d  had  the  
generic nam e of M i s s  Sm ith  ; b u t h e r iden ­
tity  is clearly established  w hen i t  is borne in 
m ind  th a t  she lived in  a village bearing the 
specific title  of P ill. She was a  vigorous old 
lady of seventy years, who m anaged h e r own 
farm , looked afte r th e  paym ent of a ne igh ­
bor’s workpeople, and  was in  th e  h ab it of 
keeping considerable sum s in  gold in  h e r 
cash-box. H er only com panion was a  house­
keeper, also an  elderly  wom an. T he ser­
van ts  engp^ed yi-out. tb e  farm  slnr>+ at. 
d istance. On F riday  n ig h t th ree  weeks age 
th e  old lady and  h e r old com panion, after 
th e  fatigues of th e  day, sa t down a t the 
glowing kitchen fire to take a  glass ®f 
“  som ething h o t” before going to  bed, as 
th e ir  custom  was, and  as th e  ruffians who 
were w atching outside probably knew it  to be. 
T he  old housekeeper was bustling  about 
ge tting  i t  ready, and  sharing  h e r m is tress’s 
cheerfulness, when a  knock cam e to the  
door. T he  visitor was challenged, and  de­
scribed h im self as “  a  policem an” who had  
come to te ll h e r th a t  th e re  was “  som ething 
th e  m a tte r w ith  one of h e r pigs.” Miss 
S m ith  called out th a t  she “  thanked  h im  
kindly  for calling,” and  told h e r servan t to 
open th e  door. T he burg lars  had  an  easy 
ta sk  before them  w hen th e  io o r  was opened. 
T he  two old women were a t th e ir  m ercy. T he  
housekeeper, w hen she found herself 
roughly taken  by th e  th ro a t by one of the  
ruffians, begged for h e r life, readily  consent­
ing to  hold h e r  tongue an d  show th em  where 
the  m oney was kept. M iss S m ith  showed 
m ore resolution, and  tried  to give th e  alarm . 
T he robbers struck  th e  poor old wom an on 
th e  head w ith th e ir  bludgeons before she 
could u tte r  a ery , and  bound  h e r hands  be­
h ind  h e r back. T hen , leaving h e r senseless 
and  bleeding, they  proceeded under the  
guidance of the  terrified houskeeper to th e  
bedroom  w here th e  cash-box lay, and  quietly  
took possession of th e ir  booty. One of the  
gang stood outside, and  said good-night 
civilly to a  bu tche r's  boy who happened to 
pass. T he  gang m arched off in  h igh  sp irits , 
lingering  a m inu te  o r two to  enjoy th e  te r ­
ro r of th e  housekeeper, and  declaring to  her 
th a t  they  m u s t have v ic tuals  and  d rink  
before th e  w eut.

A  S P E C I M E N  I N S O L V E N T  (L’A S E .

An adjourned m eeting of creditors of H orne 
& B urch ,d ry  goods m erchan ts. S tratfo rd , was 
held  in  th e  Q ueen’s H otel, Toronto, on the  
7 th  in s t., w hen th e  insolvents were exam ined 
before M r. Thos. M iller th e  assignee. I t  ap ­
pears they  com m enced business in  A ugust, 
1877. Mr. H o rn e 's  capital was S I ,000 which 
he  got from  h is  father-in-law  ; B urch rep re ­
sen ted  th a t  he  was to  get $1,000 from  his 
b ro ther, p a rt of which he did get, b u t repaid  
i t  all except $250. M rs. H orne has filed a 
claim  for th e  above $ l,du0 . A sta tem en t 
produced by th e  assignee, and  sworn to  by 
th e  insolvents, shows :
D irect liab ilitie s ............................................$22,640 61
In d ire c t do ..................................... 1,357 26
P riv ileged  c la im s ...............   518 31

T o ta l liab ilitie s .................................... $24,5 L6 18
N om ina l asse ts ...............................................  18,964 05

D eficiency................................................. ?$6,152 13

I n  th e ir  exam ination  they  state  th a t  they 
sold about $42,000 a t a  profit of 25 per cent, 
over cost showing th a t  they  m u s t have spent 
together over $ 1,000 a  m o n th  during  th e  six­
teen  m on ths they  were in  business. B u t Mr. 
H orne m ust needs spend a  few weeks in 
sum m er a t Portland , and  B u ich  a  few weeks 
in  th e  fall w ith  h is  dogs and  gun on th e  St. 
C lair F la ts , m aking lam e ducks. T he  as­
signee is w inding up th e  business. T he es­
ta te  will pay say 33 cents on tho  dollar. They 
bought exclusively in  T oron to .— Journal 
o f Commerce.

D U T Y  O F  A  T E L E G R A P H E R .

A wom an te legrapher says : I  m ake i t  a 
ru le  to read  m essages lite ra lly  and  before th e  
w riter leaves m y desk. I f  you te legraph ‘two 
and  two m ake five,’ i t ’s no t m y place to  te ll 
you they  m ake four. I  d id  th a t  once. A 
ta ll old m an  w ith a  cigarette in  h is  m outh, 
and  a  trem endous weed on h is  h a t, gave m e 
th is  m essage: “  The F a ll R iver boat leaves 
th e  foot of T w enty-th ird  s tree t a t 4. Send 
th e  donkeys by m ail.’ I  said, ‘ You’re  m is­
taken , s i r ; th e  F a ll R iver boat leaves the  
down-towu p ie r a t 5 o’clock, n o t 4 .’ I  never 
shall forgc-t th e  look he  gave m e. Said he : 
‘ Young wom an, you tend  to  your business 
and  I ’ll ten d  to  th e  F a ll R iver b oa t.’ After 
th a t, I ’d  h a re  sen t th e  Bible backw ard and

A  L I V I N G  S K E L E T O N .

A  T a l k  w i t h  a  I T I a a  w h o  W e i g h *  F o r t y -  
F i v e  P o u n d s .

(F rom  th e  New York C om m ercial Advertiser.)
T he cham pion living skeleton ju s t now is a 

m an  of forty  years, nam ed Isaac W . Sprague, 
who was born  in M assachusetts anc1 since th e  
age of twelve has possessed a rem arkable 
“ inside.” H e weighs forty-five pounds in 
his tig h ts  and  spangled jacket, and th inks he 
will never kick th e  beam  w ith a m ore gener­
ous allowance of avoirdupois. H e eats th ree  
good m eals a  day, b u t gets no m ore nou rish ­
m en t out of them  th a n  Colonel Sellers de­
rives from  tu rn ip s  and  w ater—perhaps not 
qu ite  so m uch. W hat becomes of all the  
nitrogen , carbon, and  o ther th ings  th a t  a 
rousing  and  continuous appetite  tem p ts him  
to stow away w ith in  him self, Sprague doesn’t 
profess to know. H e th inks  i t  queer, and  so 
i t  is. T he  doctors a re  as m uch puzzled over 
i t  as he is, they  a ll “  give it u p .” Given the  
fact th a t  a  m an  w ith  a  zest for succulent 
food as great as th a t  of Dugald D algetty  can­
no t persuade the  forces w\i#an h im  to chym - 
ify a  particle of it, and  given also the  
fact th a t  he is hale and  h earty  bu t can m ake 
no m uscle an d  is a t best a bag of bones, 
how are these  phenom ena to be explained ? 
I t  is as odd and  inexplicable as th e  
case of the  m an  whose carotid a rte ry  spouted 
blood after he had  been buried  in  the  
ground four days. A ta lk  with Sprague on 
New Y ear’s day brought out th e  following 
po in ts :

“  Feel my clavicle,” he  said.
I t  was felt.
“  Do you Teel i t  move in  and  out ?”

Yes Does th e  m ovem ent give you 
pain  ?”

“ None w hatever. I  suppose i t  is  because 
th e re  are no m uscles left there. T he bone 
plays in  and  out of th e  socket w ithout 
d istressing  me a t all. Now feel m y b iceps.”

T here  wasn’t  any  biceps, only th e  in tan ­
gible shadow of one. Accordingly, i t  was 
useless to  seek for one. M anifestly, Sprague 
was no t a  Goliah. H e was hard ly  up  to  
D avid’s m ark . H e couldn’t  have slung a 
stone w orth a  cent.

“ Now look a t  m y hand . You see I  
have som e power in  i t —n o t m uch  ; 
bu t I  can feed m yself, and  w rite  very 
well.”

The hand  was supple enough to clutch a 
fee and pouch i t  p rom ptly .'“ E vidently  th a t  
hand had no t le st its  cunning.

“  Mr. Sprague, w hat so rt of people are 
your relatives ?”

“  All fully developed. My bro thers  are 
very  large m en  ; m y pa ren ts  above the  
com m on size. C an you im agine why I  am 
left in  th is  s tate, or why m y children are 
large people ? You see th e ir  photographs 
on the  tab le there  before you. I  look ra th e r 
slim  alongside of them  don’t  I —and  I  am  
free to say I  don’t  unders tand  th e  freaks of 
n a tu re .”

And so th is  hale, hearty  bag  of bones 
ta lked on, apparen tly  unconscious th a t he 
was even a  g rea ter curiosity th a t th e  kead- 
and-gone Colvin E pson , whose a ttenuated  
body, was dissected no t long ago in  one of 
hospita ls by inquisitive doctors, who were not 
able to  explain why he was and  always con­
tinued  a  to be living skeleton.

K I L L a ^ J  M \  E  W O M E N .

B r u t a l i t y .

(From  th e  St. T hom as Tim es.)

George E m m ett, a  sallow-com plexioned in ­
dividual, of Span ish  extraction , well known 
in St. Thom as as the  p roprietor of a  movable 
shooting gallery, was arraigned a t th e  Police 
C ourt on Tuesday m orning , charged by his 
wife Id a  w ith  having beaten  and  o therw ise 
ill-treated  her. Ida , who hails  from  th e  tow n­
ship of W alsingham , and  does no t appear to 
be m ore th a n  seventeen years of age, to ld  her 
p itifu l ta le  am id frequent sobs. She had  met 
E m m ett and  had  m arried  h im  after a  week’s 
acquain tance—being evidently  enam ored by 
h is  captivating  and a ttractive  appearance. 
T hey were bound  together in  holy  wedlock on 
th e  21st of D ecem ber, ju s t one m on th  ago, 
and ever since th a t  tim e constan t 
bickerings and  unhappiness have been the ir 
lot, th e  fond swain relieving the  m onotony by 
applying vile ep ithe ts  to th e  wom an he  had  
vowed “ to love, honor and  pro tect,”  and  oc­
casionally, as she alleges, beating he r. T his 
was allowed to  continue u n til Sunday last, 
w hen h e r overtasked na tu re  could no longer 
endure  the  affliction, and  she had George 
a rrested . In  the  course of her evidence, com ­
p la in an t swore th a t  h e r husband  had  fre­
quently  th rea ten ed  h e r life, and  told h e r th a t 
he had  already killed five women and she w®uld 
be th e  six th . H e also accused h e r of being 
unfaith fu l, and  said if he  saw her on  th e  
street w ith any person h e  would shoot her 
dead. She acknowledged having  called h e r h u s ­
band a  black fool. E m m ett was fined $4 and 
costs, or 30 days days in  ja il a t hard  labor, 
his W orship advising th e  young g irl to re tu rn  
to h e r parents.

L O U I S  R I E L .

T h e  O u t l a w ’s  V i s i t  t o  t h e  B o u n d a r y  o f  
M a n i t o b a .

(F rom  th e  Em erson, Man., In te rn a tio n a l.)  1292
O ar la st issue contained m ention o fth e  bare 

fact th a t Louis R iel, ex-President of th e  p ro ­
visional governm ent form ed a t th e  tim e of 
th e  Red R iver rebellion, had arrived a t Pem ­
bina. W e have since learned  th a t  Riel, who 
reached P em bina about a  fo rtn igh t ago, p u t 
up a t  the  W inchester H ouse, and  th a t  the  
following day he  removed to th e  house of 
N orm an G ingras. Soon after he left for 
G ingras’s farm  a t Sm ugglers’ Po in t, ju s t a t 
th e  boundary, b u t some sixteen m iles back 
from  th e  Red R iver. H is presence in  P em ­
b in a  was know n to  only a  few persons, in ­
cluding J u d  L a M ore, U . S. D eputy M ar­
shal, and  Mr. Cavilier, the  post m aster. Riel 
paid  several visits to fam ilies of h is  acquain­
tance, and  th e  ladies are all in  love w ith h im .

H e’s such a fine-looking m an ,” th ey  say  ; 
b u t m ost of th em  add he h a s  “ wicked” eyes, 
w hich com m ent com ing from the  fa ir sex,is not 
necessarily unfla ttering . W hen  questioned as 
to h is  health , and  w hen he obtained h is  liber­
ations from  th a t  “  asy lum ,” R iel would laugh 
till h is  sides ached, trea ting  th e  story  as a 
capital joke. T he t ru th  is th a t  he  has<been 
im proving th e  season of h is  supposed b an ­
ishm en t from h e r M ajesty’s dom inions by a  
course of study  in  a  college in  th e  Province o 
Quebec, w here he h a s  been affordedJsanctuary 
— which is  ju s t all th e  “ asy lum ” there  has 
been about it. R iel, who is s till an  outlaw , 
the  te rm  of h is  ban ishm ent, according to  h is  
own sta tem en t, n o t having  expired by some 
fourteen  m onths, said  th e  object of h is ap- 
proaeh to  th e  boundary of M anitoba was 
w ith the  view of seeing th e  beloved country 
of h is b irth  again, a nd  of visiting his relatives. 
H e declared he  had  no in ten tion  of entering  
M anitoba u n til th e  prescribed period of his 
ban ishm ent had  tra n sp ire d ; b u t we learn  
th a t  he  crossed from  Sm ugglers’ P o in t to  th e  
place of Charles G ran t, said to  be on the  
Canadian side, n e ar th e  M enonite settlem ent, 
on New Yew Y ear’s D ay, and th a t  he  stated  
h is  in ten tion  of going as far as the  Boyne.

— “ W h at is m ean t by  conscience ?”  asked 
a n  E n g lish  schoolm aster of h is  class. “  A 
h inw ard  m onito r.” “  W h at do you under- 

| *‘aud by monitor »" -  AhironoUd,” r.pU .d 
it o n  the b la n k . ' in te ll ig e n t you sn .

M I S C E L L A N E O U S  I T E M S -

— T he papooses a t th e  In d ian  village of 
Pashaw ba, M inn ., s lide down h ill barefoot.

— In  C hina one of th e  delicacies a t th e  
tab les of th e  rich  consists of half-hatched  
eggs.

—A Justice  of th e  Peace a t Hochelaga, 
suburb of M ontreal, is  also th e  village lam p- 

ligh te r.
— T he proprieto rs  of th e  L ondon  Telegraph  

p rin t several copies of th a t  jou rna l on special 
paper for th e  royal palaces.

—Prof. D avid Swing will n o t have to  p reach  
in  a  th e a tre  n ex t year, as h is  Chicago friends 
are going to  build  for h im  a  lecture  h a ll cost­
ing $150,000.

— “ A G uzzling P reacher ” th e  N ew  Cove- 
nant (U niversalist) calls M r. Spurgeon, being 
unaw are th a t  Neal Dow’s story  h as  been th o r­
oughly refu ted .

— An a ttem p t is being  m ade to  reopen th e  
edifying B agot will case a t  D ublin , th e  oppo 
nen ts  of th e  widow denouncing  th e  orig inal 
tria l as a  m iscarriage of justice.

— In  sp ite of all th a t  w as sai^l abou t the  
popu larity  of th e  new  E a r l  of L eitrim  a  force 
of forty police has ju s t been  m arched in to  the  
F a n n e t portion  of th e  e s ta te  and  th e  old bar­
racks a re  being p u t in  order for perm anen t 
occupation.

— T h e  E d in b u rg h  Town Council, as well as 
th e  U . P . P resbytery , adopted resolu tions re ­
cen tly  in  favor of legalizing  m arriages w ith 
th e  sisters of deceased wives, though  th e  o r­
thodox m in o rity  in  th e  la tte r  august body 
vehem ently  quoted L eviticus xviii., 18.

— Prof. L . S. A rnold repo rts  th a t  of six­
teen  oleom argarine factories know n to  h im  
in  th is  coun try , th ir te e n  h ad  failed, though  
backed w ith  an  aggregate of $1,800,000 to  
begin w ith. H e th in k s  th a t  th e  rem ainder 
are ru n n in g  on  a  very sm all pro fit, if any.

— A solar te legraph  is used  in  com m uni­
cating  w ith th e  F au lk n e r’s is land  light-house, 
off G uilford, C onn., com binations of quick 
an d  long flashes form ing words and  convey­
ing  m essages. T he  keepers of th e  ligh t are 
som etim es sh u t off from  th e  shore for m onths 
during  th e  w in ter and  find th e  te legraph 
handy.

— F ranc is  J .  O liver of Som erville, M ass., 
kept a  candy store, a n d  abou t th e  sw eetest 
th in g  in  i t  was G race M athew s, th e  clerk. 
A lthough Mr. O liver was 77 years old, an d  
she only 20 , h e  th o u g h t she m ean t i t  w hen 
she prom ised to  m a rry  h im . H e gave her 
$50 to buy a wedding d ress  and  she w ent out 
as though  to  m ake th e  purchase  b u t never 
re tu rned .

—Rev. D r. J e te r of R ichm ond to ld  th is  story 
a t h is  own expense : M any years ago an  a r t ­
less s tranger, whom  I  casually  m et, said  to 
m e : “  I  h e a r you preach every Sunday. Y ou 
are th e  g ra test preacht-r I  ever did h e a r .” 

A h ,” said I ,  “ you have n o t, I  suppose, 
heard  Mr. M. p reach .” (At th a t tim e Mr. M. 
was a ttrac tin g  g rea t a tten tio n  by  h is  ser­
m ons.) “ Yes,”  he  replied , “  I  have heard  
Mr. M. several tim es. H e  is a  g rea t preacher; 
b u t he is no t so g rea t a  p reacher as you are. 
You have th e  m ourn fu lest voice of any  m an 
I  ever did h e a r .”

— L ondon  Tru th  :— “ One day, as he  was 
m using  on  these  th ings  in  sore perplexity , he 
en tered  h is  wife’s d ressing  room  and  saw a 
box of pastilles on th e  table. T he lid  was 
m arked ‘ L avender d rops .’ M echanically 

inny’s husb an d  opened the  box and  p u t one 
th e  jia s tf tie s 'In h is  m outh . T hey were large 

w hite th ings  like dragies , b u t in s tan tly  John  
Ameroy had  crunched one h is  m ou th  was 
filled w ith  u n d ilu ted  alcohol of fearful 
strength* So again  he h ad  h is  wife’s secret. 
She got d runk  off th e  pastilles, specially p re ­
pared by a  roguish  chem ist for persons like 
herself, and  innocen tly  sty led  ‘L avender 
D ro p s / ”

—D uring  th e  lifetim e of L ady A ugusta 
S tanley, H er M ajesty was a  frequen t visitor 
a t  the  D eanery, and  thore on several occasions 
m et Mr. Carlyle. M r. Carlyle, (who, by the  
bye, refused  th e  G rand  Cross of th e  B ath  a t 
th e  sam e tim e w hen M r. T ennyson declined a 
baronetcy) is no  cpurtier. and  h is  u nsoph isti­
cated m anners  m ore th a n  once am used th e  
Queen. One day, being perhaps “  h a rd  of 
h earing ,” and  w ishing to  h e a r  H e r M ajesty’s 
rem arks d istinctly , he  cam e close to  h e r, 
dragging a  chair a fte r h im , an d  hav ing  m ade 
h im self cosey by h e r side, proceeded to ques­
tion  h e r as to  h e r h isto rical likes and  dislikes, 
in s tead  of w aiting  till  he  was h im self q u es­
tioned.

— W hen th e  daily  occupation is m onoton­
ous and unengrossing , a  full supply of excite­
m en t for th e  le isure  hou rs  m ay  be desirable, 
bu t w here th e  m ental powers have been taxed 
to  th e ir  u tm o st th ro u g h  the  hours of labor, 
i t  is  absolutely neccessary to h ea lth  and  h a p ­
piness tb a t  they  be en tire ly  released  for a t 
least a  portion  of th e  tim e th a t  is le ft. I t  is  
no t enough th a t  th e  u su a l am oun t of tim e be 
spen t in  th e  absolute re s t of sleep, if every 
waking h o u r be filled to  th e  b rim  w ith eager, 
serious occupation. I t  is  n o t enough th a t  
certa in  h o u rs  be secured from  absolu te  work, 
if they  a re  s till perm eated  w ith  energetic 
though t, in tense  feeling, o r exciting pleas­
ures. T he m ind  needs re s t from  effort in  
its  waking hou rs—a tim e w hen i t  m ay righ tly  
lay aside its  activ ity  and  enjoy being  acted 
upon  by calm  and  gen tle  influences.

— T he C hristian  M irror h as  a  no te  from  
th e  Rev. C. D . C rane, who was surprised  by 
hearing  sung  in  th e  church  w here he was 
w orshipping a  h y m n  in  w hich Toplady’s 
“  Rock of Ages” is parodied and  disow ned as 
no  longer expressive of th e  advanced C hris­
tia n ’s experience. In s tead  of singing 
“  Sim ply to  T hy  cross I  cling ,”, th e  new  be­
liever says :

To th a t  cross I  cling no  longer,
D oubts an d  fears no longer feel,

F a i th  an d  h ope  an d  love a re  stronger,
Je su s’ b lood  d o th  fu lly  heal.

Now m y  song is n o t, “ I 'm  clinging,”—
T h a t to  m e w ould now  b e  loss,

W hen m ind , h e a r t  a n d  sou l a re  singing,
“ I  am  res tin g  a t  th e  cross.”

C horus—I  w as clinging,
N ow  I ’m  resting ,
Sw eetly  res tin g  a t  th e  cross. 

Presen tly , suggests a  critic , these  people 
will get beyond pray ing , and  will sing :

I  w as praying ,
Now I 'm  having ,
Surely  hav ing  a ll I  w an t.

— L ord Carlisle, so favorably know n in  th is  
coun try  as L ord  M orpeth, having passed 
here  th e  g rea te r p a rt of 1844, kep t a  very 
accurate jo u rn a l of h is  days’ doings from  1843 
to  h is  death , w hich h a s  been  ed ited  by  h is  
siste r, th e  H on . C aroline L ascelles, and 
p rin ted  for p riva te  circulation  am ong h is  
fam ily and friends. H is  in tim a te  friendship  
and  constan t association w ith th e  m ost em i 
n e n t persons of h is  tim e of every coun try  give 
to  i t  a special charm  and  in te res t. L ord  
Carlisle gives a n  in te res tin g  account of th e  
funera l of Cam pbell, th e  poet, a t  W estm in­
s ter Abbey. T he pall bearers  w ere: S ir 
R obert Peel, L ords A berdeen B rougham , 
Cam pbell, Leigh, D udley S tu a rt, and  th e  late 
Duke of Argyll. T h e  M acallum ore, while 
p u tting  on h is  scarf, observed in  shocking 
ta ste  : “ T here  never was a  g rea ter farce. H e 
was an  old d ru n k ard .”  T here  was an  im ­
m ense crowd, honorable  to  h is  fam e, b u t 
m any m en of no te , am ong th em  M acauley, 
Sheil, H obhouse, M ilnes, were sh u t out 
from  all n ear approach by B rougham , from  a 
jealously of C am pbell’s hav ing  been th e  first 
p rogen ito r of th e  L ondon  U niversity . He

I M P O R T A N T  C H A N t E R f  S U I T S .

The following suits were up  in  C hancery 
C ham bers, Toronto, on M onday:

A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  v s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
B r i d g e  Co.— T his is an  inform ation  filed 
la st week in  th e  C ourt of C hancery by her 
M ajesty’s A ttorney-G eneral for th e  Province 
of O ntario  a t  th e  re la tion  of R obert George 
B arre tt against th e  In te rn a tio n a l Bridge 
Com pany and  th e  G rand  T ru n k  Railway 
Com pany seeking th e  assistance of th e  Court 
to  com pel th e  defendan ts to  so change th e  
na tu re  of th e  In te rn a tio n a l Bridge, crossing 
N iagara R iver from  V ictoria, on th e  C ana­
dian  side, to  Blackrock, n ear Buffalo, on the  
A m erican side, a s  to perm it th e  c iossing of 
th e  sam e by p ersons on foot and  in  carriage, 
setting  forth  th a t  th e  Act incorporating the  
Bridge Com pany provides th a t  th e  bridge 
should be so constructed. T h is  is a  m a tte r 
of very great im portance to  all those residing 
in  th e  neighbourhood of th e  bridge, on both 
sides of th e  river, and  particu larly  to  Mr. 
B arre tt, th e  re la to r, who is very largely in ­
te rested  in  th e  lands im m ediate ly  adjoining 
th e  bridge on the C anadian side.

R e  H a n e y  ; C o n s o l i d a t e d  B a n k  v.  H a n e y .  
— D avidson moved for an  adm in istra tion  
order of H .  R. H aney ’s esta te . Spragge 
con tra . O rder m ade to  ad m in is te r rea l and  
personal esta te  w ith reference to St. C athar­
ines.

A  B U S I N E S S - L I K E  C O U R T S H I P .

[F rom  th e  D av en p o rt (Iowa) D em ocrat.]
A solitary gen tlem an , sixty years of age, 

possessing property, and  being filled w ith  a 
desire to  have a  hom e of h is  own, and a wife 
to keep i t  in  order, conceived th e  idea of call­
ing  upon a very estim able lady whom he had 
heard  of, b u t never m et or spoken to, and  of 
presen ting  th e  case for h e r consideration. 
He called a t th e  house w here th e  object of 
h is  choice resided, and  asked to  see her. She 
m ade h e r appearance and  he m ade know n his 
business. H e stated  briefly th a t  he  was alone 
in  th e  world, desired to  m arry , and  heard  of 
h e r em inen t qualifications, offered to  provide 
he r a  good hom e, to  care for h e r, and  asked 
h e r  to  become h is  wife. In  th e  sam e strictly 
business m a n n er th e  lady responded th a t  she 
had  heard  favorably of h e r p resen t caller, she 
had  no  hom e of her own, and  had  no objec­
tion  to  sharing  one of h is  providing. The 
happy arrrangem en t was th u s  a t once con­
cluded, and  th e  gen tlem an  left. On W ed­
nesday he called again for h e r, they  w alked to 

m in is te r’s residence and  were m arried . 
N either of th e  parties  had  know n each o ther 
previous to th is  un ique  beginning of the ir 
acquain tance. T he lady is about fo rty  years 
of a g e . ____________________

A N  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  U A S E .

A  R e e t l e  i n  a  lY Ian ’a  E a r  t o r  T h r e e  Y e a r s .

(F rom  th e  Poughkeepsie  News.)
Som e years ago M r. T . M uckenhoupt of 

th is  city  w ent fishing, and , as he  supposed, 
caught cold, w hich settled  in  h is  ear. At all 
events thejhearing  was seriously im paired ,and 
for a  few days th e re  was an  itch ing  sensation. 
T his subsided, b u t th e  deafness has continued 
up  to th is  tim e. On S atu rday  last, while in 
conversation  w ith  D r. W . B. H ull, Mr. M. 
spoke of th e  troub le, an d  th e  doctor to ld  h im  
if he would come to  h is  office he  would see 
w hat was the  trouble. D r. H  u ll m ade an  
exam ination, and  soon discovered th e re  was 
in  th e  ear a  foreign substance of som e kind. 
By th e  aid of a  sm alT pair of forceps he~~s6ou 
drew ou t w hat seem ed to  be th e  leg of an  in ­
sect, and  con tinu ing  th e  operation , succeeded 
in  rem oving th e  body of a  bug know n as the  

beetle.” A fter its  rem oval M. was able to 
hear considerable be tte r. I t  is  a  rem arkable 
case, and  m ay seem  som ew hat incredible, 
bu t the  facts a re  beyond question .

A  T O U C H I N G  S C E N E .

Of th e  la te  C zar N icholas, “ A Ruspian 
N ih ilis t” te lls  in  th e  N orth  Am erican R eview  
a s trik ing  story. A young s tu d en t, a  relative 
of th e  w riter, had , w ith  a few friends, form ed 
a lite ra ry  society in w hich th e  works of con- 
tem posary political econom ists, p ublic ists and 
philosophers were read  and  debated . T he 
secret police denounced th is  society as a  re ­
volutionary  organization , and  th e  young 
stu d en t was im prisoned and  condem ned to 
Siberia. All possible influence was b rought 
to bear upon th e  C zar, bu t in  vain , and  a t 
la s t th e  young m a n ’s m other, m eeting  th e  
C zar one day in th e  Sum m er G arden, kne lt 
and  im plored h e r  son’s p ardon , asserting  h is  
innocence. T he  C zar seem ed touched, and  
prom ised to give th e  y ou th  a  personal in te r­
view. T he la tte r  was b rought to h is  M ajesty 
th e  next day, and  th e  C zar, forcing h im  on 
h is knees before an  im age of th e  Saviour, ex­
claim ed : “ C an you swear before th e
A lm ighty God th a t  n e ith e r you nor 
your associates had  any  crim inal 
design against m y life ? C an you swear 
th a t you believe in  th e  ho liness and  e te rn ity  
of th e  R ussian  autocracy  ?” T h e  su rprised  
p risoner answ ered : “ I  can swear to  your
M ajesty th a t  n e ith e r I  n o r an y  of m y 
friends had  th e  rem otest idea again st your 
safety. As to  the  autocratic form  of govern­
m en t, I  canno t conscientiously swear th a t  
I  believe in  its  e te rn ity . T he h is to ry  of 
o ther countries tcaches us th a t  th e  tim e m ust 
come, even in  R ussia, w hen th e  people itse lf 
will take  p a rt in  th e  governm ent.” T he  
Czar tenderly  em braced th e  studen t, and  
gviing h im  a  rin g  draw n from  th e  im peria l 
finger, said : *• T h is  is a  token of respect 
from your Czar. You have been sincere and  
tru th fu l to  m e, and  th e re  is no th in g  I  h a te  
as m uch as a  lie.”  H e  th e n  approached th e  
w riting tab le where lay th e  s tu d en t’s sentence 
of exile, and  w ith  one stroke of th e  p en — 
igned th e  paper 1 “ 1 p ity  you from the  

bottom  of m y h e a r t,” he said : “ you are an  
honest m an , an d  an  h o n est m an , tru e  to h is 
convictions, is m ore dangerous to  autocracy 
th an  an  unprincip led  rasca l. Therefore, I  
m ust pun ish  you, th ough  never w as th is  du ty  
m ore pain fu l to m e th a n  now. God bless 
you, m y son, and judge m e m ercifu lly  if I  
should appear to be in  the  w rong.”  T hen , once 
m ore em bracing th e  s tu d en t, he  dism issed 
h im  to  Siberia.

D r e s s  W a r m l y  a t  H o m e . — No defense 
against d raugh ts is so perfect, says th e  L o n ­
don Spectator, as a  com m on silk h andker­
chief tied over th e  head , and  a  silk  vest or 
one of w ash-leather p u t on  between th e  sh irt 
and  w aistcoat will keep th e  body m ore 
equably w arm  th a n  a  good fire. A wadded 
coat will enable th e  chilly m an  to  sit and 
work anyw here indoors and so will an  ex tra  
su it of th in  flannel w orn d u rin g  th e  whole of 
th e  active day. J u s t  le t an y  one who doubts 
w hat we say try  th e  very  sim ple expedient, 
w hen th e  chilliness becom es unbearable, of 
p u ttin g  on h is  dressing-gown over h is  o rd in ­
ary  c lothing, and  in  five m in u tes  he  will be 
perfectly leom fortable and  ready for any  work; 
while he  will no t suffer, as he  fancies he will, 
w hen he  goes ou t of doors. T he  popular 
notion upon th a t  sub ject is a  m ere delusion. 
You are  no t s treng thened  for outdoor work by 
shivering  indoors, b u t ra th e r  weakened, 
hab itua l w arm th , if  no t too g reat, being one 
of the  best preservatives of constitu tiona l 
s tren g th . A  chilly  m an  m igh t as  well refuse 
b lankets  in  bed because th e y  would increase 
h is  sense of cold w hen he  got up , as refuse 
w arm  clo th ing  indoors because out of doors 
he would n o t be sensible of h is  great-coat. 
T he  object is  no t to  be sensib le of a  pleasant 
difference, b u t to  be and  to  rem ain  m oderate­
ly  and  health fu lly  w arm —to be insensible, in  
fact, to  o rd inary  differences of tem peratu re .

— O strich-feathers a re  down. A t G rah am  s- 
tow n, in  South  Africa, perfect w hite feathers 
can  be had  for $725 a  pound, fine white 
p lum es for $200, black ones for about $70, and 
drab  and  fancy colors for $20.

— T he prop rie to r of a  bu ild ing  site  in  W is­
consin advertises h is  la n d  for sale in  th is 
wise : “  T he  tow n of Poggis and  th e  su rround ­
ing  country  is th e  m ost beau tifu l which na tu re  
ever m ade. T he  scenery  is c e le s tia l; also 
two waggons and  a  yoke of s teers.

— T he Geographical Society of P a ris  has 
taken  h is  in itia to ry  s teps tow ard  fo rm ing  an  
em igration  society, w hich will give inform a­
tion  to  those  desiring  to  em igrate  regarding 
all sections of th e  civilized world. I t  will 
describe th e  advantages and  d isadvantages of 
em igration  in  detail.

— O n C hristm as Day grave-robbers a t 
T onnerre, F rance , tried  to  b reak  in to  th e  
coffin of th e  M arquis de T aulay , buried  
eleven years ago, in  th e  hope of obtain ing  
som e costly jewels in te rred  w ith  th e  body. 
T hey broke in to  th e  v au lt and  th rough  
two or th ree  coffins, and  th e n  h ad  tc  
fly. v

— People m ay live to  see a  vast in lan d  sea 
in  Africa, in  th e  n a tu ra l b asin  to th e  n o rth  of 
th e  desert of S ahara . M. de L essep’s su r­
veyors have found th a t  th e  coun try  through  
w hich i t  is  proposed to  cu t a  canal is of sand 
and  soft earth , and  en tire ly  free from  rocks 
or o ther obstacles.

— A dancing  idiot, te n  years of age, is a 
re s id en t of Ind ianapo lis . E ver since h is 
b irth  he h a s  been going th ro u g h  th e  m otions 
of a  w altz to silen t m usic. H e is never still 
in  h is  w aking hours. H is m o the r had  danced 
to  excess a t  a  ball ju s t before he  was born .

— O rton, th e  T ichborne c la im ant, h a s  p ro ­
duced a  poem  about h is  deceased friend, W hal 
ley, M. P ., wh© is described as being  su r­
rounded  by  a  choir of singing angels, while 
justice  descends to  lib e ra te  th e  im prisoned 
h e ir  am id  th e  cheers and  tears  of a  rejoicing 
and  rep en ta n t n a tio n .

— E lectric-carriage lam ps a  F ren ch  inven ­
to r  proposes to  produce, so th a t  ordinary 
carriages draw n by horses will be illum inated 
by  e lectricity  supplied  by th e  ro tary  m otion 
of th e ir  wheels, locomotives w hile in  m otion

T H E  B E A D  M I L L I O N A I R E .

A  C r u e l  H « a x - H o w  a  W a s  D r e w  o n  a  
N e w  Y o r k  D e t e c t i v e .

(M ontreal G azette.)
A private detective who lives in  Forty-second 

street, New York, and  whose nam e is R alph 
Wells, received on Satu rday  la s t th e  following 
telegram  from  M o n tre a l:—

M r. R alph  W ells, New York.
1 I  am  credibly inform ed th a t  th e  body of 

Mr. S tew art is in  th is  city ; w ill give you 
full particu lars  for h a lf th e  rew ard ; can be 
found a t  G alt H ouse, s treet of th e  W inds, a t 
any tim e afte r six p. m .”

B e r r y  P l y m p t o n . ”  
T he detective lost no  tim e  in  reaching  

M ontreal, b u t as th e  whole th in g  was a  cruel 
aud  contem ptible joke, he  re tu rn ed  im m e­
d iately to  New York afte r h av ing  been p u t 
to considerable expense. By a  m ere accident 
a  Gazette  represen tative  learned  of th e  hoax 
on Sunday m orning  b u t no m en tion  was 
made of th e  affair u n til it was found out to  be 
correct. A m ore silly and  w itless practical 
joke we have no t heard  of for m any  a day, 
and if th e  perp e tra to r of i t  could be discovered 
he should be severely punished.

M r. W ells sen t the  following le tte r to  th is 
office la s t n ig n t in  answ er to  a telegram  sent 
him  on M onday, an d  w hich h e  received on 
h is  arriva l h o m e :

N e w  Y o r k ,  Jan u a ry  27. 
C ity E d ito r, G azette , M o n tre a l:—
D e a r  S i r , —In  answ er to your inqu iry  re ­

garding th e  m an n er in  which I  was hoaxed 
by some evil-disposed person  in  your city, 
I  will only sta te  th a t th e  affair wa3  tru e , bu t 
I  have no t th e  s ligh test idea who th e  indiv i­
dual was. I  never was in  M ontreal before, 
nor am  I  acquain ted  with any  parties  there . 
T he idea never struck  m e th a t  th e re  was no 

G alt H ouse” in  M ontreal, o r th a t  th e  
“  S tree t of the  W inds” was a  fictitious nam e. 
If  you can  lea rn  who th e  p a rty  was, you 
would greatly  oblige by le ttin g  m e know  im ­
m ediately. T ru ly  yours,

“  R a l p h  W e l l s . ”
P . S .—If  you had  n o t te legraphed I  never 

would have m entioned th e  circum stance as I  
considered th e  tr ick  too contem ptib le  to 
notice. R . W .

C U R I O S I T Y  O F  D I S E A S E .

A rem arkable dropsy case is reported  from  
F ran k lin , D elaware county. M rs. Addie Law ­
ton was tapped for th e  first tim e in  February , 
1871. Since th a t  tim e she has been tapped 
190 tim es, and  4,969 pounds of w ater have 
been tak en  from  he r. W ith in  th e  la s t year 
she has had  th e  operation perform ed once a 
week. A lthough a great sufferer, she is able 
to be up  and  a tten d  to  h e r household duties 
m ost of th e  tim e.

A n E n g lish  church  association in  M an­
chester h a s  h it  upon a n  adm irable device for 
re lieving d istress. T he  ladies purchase m a­
teria ls and  cu t ou t garm en ts for d is tribu tion  
am ong th e  poor, and  th en  h ire  needy wom en 
to m ake them  a t low wages. T he sewing wo­
m en work from  eleven to four, are given a 
good d inner an d  paid an E n g lish  sixpence for 
a day’s work. T he  advantage of th is  system  
of relieving th e  poor is th a t  i t  brings them  
out of th e ir  own hom es in to  a  room  w hich be­
longs to th e  ladies, and  w here the  la tte r  can 
exercise some beneficial influence upon the  
poor women whom  th ey  th u s  ga th e r together. 
None b u t th e  really  destitu te  care to  work for 
such low wages, and  th e  fact th a t  th ey  
are th u s  willing to help  them selves is  proof 
th a t th ey  a re  a t  least deserving of assistance. 
After a  few days a m arked im provem ent is 
discernible in  the  conduct and  appearance of 
the  poor women, and  th e  ladies come to  find 
th e  work m ore engrossing and  in te res ting  
th a n  they  would ever have im agined i t  pos­
sible. One advantage is th a t  th e  wom en are 
taken  away from  th e  depressing  su rround­
ings of th e ir  own hom e, w here i t  is  difficult 
for a stranger to v isit them  and influence 
them  for good w ithout some feeling of being 
an  in truder. T he lad ies can , however, m ake 
th e ir  own room  as b rig h t and  cheerfu l and 
hom elike as th e ir  taste  can suggest, and  they  
can, by reading to  th e  wom en, o r by m usic 
or singing, confer p leasure  and  benefits on 
them  which i t  would be im possible to  do in 
th e ir  own hom es.

was buried in the middle of the transept, not j will light up the trains they draw, and 
far from the statue of Addison. There was a [ steamshids supply tl^emselves with powerful 
large attendance of Poles. lights

Rev. A lphonse Pilletiere, aged 43 years, 
dropped dead in  New York while perfo im ing  
a  m arriage cerem ony.

-  C alifornia cactus is one of th e  new est 
articles from  which paper is m ade, an d  a 
process h a s  been pa ten ted  in  G erm any by 
Mr. N ordlinger, of S tu ttg art, for rendering  
the  fibre of th e  hop p la n t sufficiently tractable 
for the  purpose. T he  stem s an d  o th e r parts  
parts  of the  p lan t a re  boiled in  w ater and  
soap for th ree -q u arte rs  of an  hou r, thorough- 
by w ashed,and th e n  again boiled in  very m uch  
d ilu ted  acetic acid. T he fibres a re  th e n  
washed, dried  an d  combed, and  are  ready  for 
working.

— D r. H ale  of Chicago, tak ing  as h is  text 
th e  case of a wom an who was ru n  oyer on the 
s tree t and  killed, because she drew  back after 
s ta r tin g  to  cross ahead of a p a ir  of horses, 
says th a t  he  is surprised th a t  m ore women 
are no t h u r t  in  the  sam e way. “ A wom an 
s ta r ts  to  cross th e  s tre e t,” he  says, “ and  
w hen she gets one-th ird  or half way over she 
sees a  team  a p p ro ach in g ; th e  driver in  
nearly  every in s tance  w atches h e r m ove­
m en ts, and  seeks to  drive in  beh ind  h e r. If 
she keeps on h e r way, all is  well. If she 
only stands s till she is perfectly  safe. But 
here  comes in  th e  strange and  fa ta l id iosyn­
crasy of h e r sex. J u s t  as th e  driver th inks  
he can safely drive beh ind  h e r, she stops, 
s ta r ts  back a  few steps, and, un less th e  driver 
is  p rom pt, and  draw s h is  horse  back on h if  
haunches, th e  woman is under h if  feet, or 
knocked dow n.”


