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SELF-EVIDENT.

We to-day place before our readers the
fmspeech made by Dr. Orton at Ralton.
tt may be that some of our subscribers
Maw already read it, but a second
perusal will be no injury. It is a sound
%practical speech, and carries evidence
" within itself of being the true way of
dealing with a nation so closely con-
nected with us (geographically) as the
United States. The people of this
country cannot be too often told of the
manner in which our rulers persist in al-
lowing the manufactures and productions
of the neighboring Republic to float in
en us free of duty, or next door to it,
Whilst on the other hand, our produc-
tions are met with (in many cases)
u almost a prohibitory duty. To obtain
reciprocity of articles from such, clever
people as live across the line, we should
enforce it upon the same terms that they
deal with us.

The people are beginning to find out
tfhftt the words Reformer and Tpry are
easily put on, and as easily taken off,
when it suits the occasion. The strong
sense of the country is opposed to shams
and make-shifts. The moderate think
iog portion of the community have seen
so-called Reformers, during the past three
years, turn their backs upon all the pro-
fessions hitherto made by them, and do
and perform acts that any Tory would
be ashamed of. The people must elect
men to power who will, in their public
capacity, act the tame as if they were
performing their own private business.
In other words, no man dealing in his
private capacity would pay a toll of
twenty per cent for the pleasure of
doing business with a neighbor, whilst
tbat neighbor was allowed to do business
with him free of cost. To our mind it

is not a question of free trade or pro-'

teetion, but rather a question of fair
play and justice to ourselves. We have
all the elements of greatness within our
own borders, and all we require is men
at the helm of affairs who will rightly
and justly appreciate their position, act
for the good of the country over which
they serve, deal liberally and justly with
the people from whom they receive their
pay, and not £ell their birth right for a
mess; pf- pottage to a nation who, whilst
receiving all they can get from you,
despise you for your meanness, and treat
you with contempt for littleness of soul.

A series of discourses has been lately
delivered in St. Jame's, Piccadilly, on
“ companions for the devout life.” The
distinctive peculiarities of these sermons
may be judged from one delivered by the
Rev. E. H. Bickersheth, Vicar of Christ
Ohufeh, Hampstead. His subject was
“ Miltén’s Paradise Lost,” and the ser
mon thereon, although commenced with
a text from the Bible, judging from the
reportsof it given in the papers, partakes
rather of the character”™ a lecture to a
Youtjg Hen's Christian Association,

-c tliapi of' a sermon  delivered in a
church. There was a good deal
of 1 criticism on Milton’s life and

writings,, and upou the further question
.how far he wag justified in “ the blind
self-love of.his arguments for divorce,
\/ and the vehemence of his political parti-
u”anship.” Some of the papers criticise
v,,4i)cs$ sermons pretty strongly, holding
od {hat they are not fit subjects to be
J treated on from a church pulpit, and not
likely, to advaucp the interests of tho
elmrcbi,

e ¢

FREE TRADE vs. PROTECTION.

(Correspondence of the Farmers' advocate.

Sir,—After all that has already ap-
peared in your columns in favor of Pro-
tection, 1 need not argue that question
further, but merely wish to point out
the consequence of Free Trade in Eng-
land. It was not Free Trade, but Pro-
rection, that made England rich, and
when her manufacturers had by their
superior skilled labor and improved

machinery attained a position that enabl-
ed them to supply the markets of tho
world, then was heard the selfish cry of
Free Trade. At present other countries
have under favor of'Protection made such
advances both in skilled labor and improv-
ed machinery that they now undersell
the English manufacturers in their own
market. American cotton is now sold
in the English markets of such superior
quality and fine finish as to give general
satisfaction, whilst in large towns where
new buildings are being erectcd iron
girders from Belgium are used because
they are cheaper. Belgian workmen
work longer hours and live at a cheaper
rate than English workmen either can
or will do, and Free Trade enables them
to compete successfully with English
manufacturers, so that unless English
manufacturers can make still greater
improvements in their machinery and
English w-orkmen should, prove willing
to return to the old rate of wages, which
is rather unlikely, either all nations must
adoptJFree Trade, which evidently they
are not inclined to do, or the English
Government must return to Protection
principles again, or the decrease in tbe
customs returns will compel the reimposi-
tion of the income tax. In whatever
locality manufactures spring up an in-
crease of population follows, and conse-
quently a greater demand for the fruits
of the field, the orchard and the garden.
Whilst admitting that the Americans
have carried Protection to the extreme'
of prohibition, which has had the cffect
of stimulating production to an extent
beyond the wants of the community, and
the over supply has caused great loss to
the manufacturers, yet tlie great centres
of industry which have been the result
of protection still remain, and when the
present cxccss of goods in the market
has been worked off a resumption of
manufacturing activity will soon be ma-
nifest. The more sagacious of their
statesmen arc beginning to percaive their
error, and will probably arrive at a more
correct view of their duties in a few
years, and if our present rulers follow
the American example just so far only
as may be consistent with the real in-
terests of the country, we may hope for
better times than we have at present,
Sarawak.

A Mr. Carsley, of Montreal, has been
writing to the city press relative to Mer-,
cantile Agencies, in which he shows up
thc rottenness of somaiif those institu-
tions and the false basis upon which
they conduct their business “ 1 would
like .to know,” says Mr. Carsley,
“ where the agencies got their inform-
ation from which enabled them to rate
all their subscribers who have failed
within the last year to be worth from
850,000 to $250,000 capital, when none
of them have been worth sufficient
money to pay 50c. on the dollar of their
liabilities ; and numbers of them have
been insolvent for years, and would
have failed long ago, if their right rat-
ing had been given, and which must
have been known by the agencies, if
they are what they profess to be.”
This is answered in a letter from one of
the country agents to the head office of
his Agency “ which proves that the
agent does not receive any pay from the
agency ha is supposed to represent, so
that he only means he has of making
money by it is'by charging the'business
men in his district for a rating,” or in
other words a man in the country can
be rated in accordance as he fees the
agent in his locality, who from the in-
most recesses of his heart exclaimed " it
is one of the best paying business in
Canada, as there are few men who dare
refuse to help us in some way or other.”

Eero of Spoona.

Col. Charles S. Spencer, counsellor at<
law, some years ago had to defend one
Marshall, charged with larceny, and
against whom there wasvery strong evi-
dence. Before the trial Spencer went tc

his client and told him that his only
chance of escape wasin a plea of insanity
and he advised him to play the lunatic,
and to answer all the questions put to
him with tho word “spoons.” Tho day
of the trial came on, and Marshall took
his place in the dock, pale, haggard, and
wild locking.

“Guilty or not guilty I”
clerk.

“Spoons !” drawled the prisoner, with
a blank stare.

“Come, plead guilty or
repeated the clerk.

“Spoons I” was the only reply.

“Prisoner, will you answer the ques-
tions put to you, or do you want to be
punished for contempt of court 1" asked
the Judge.

“Spoons I” bawled the prisoner,
unmoved.

At this point the council for the pris-
oner interfered and told the Court that
his client was not in a condition to be
put on trial, as he was evidently not re-
sponsible for his actions, and it was an
outrage on free citizens, &c.

“Do you understand what is said 7’
asked the Judge, addressing the prison-
er.

“Spoons !”
wild.

It was-evidentthe man was crazy, and
the Judge ordered him discharged. He
was taken charge of by his friends, who
were present, and left the court with
him. Councellor Spencer followed them
and, congratulating him on his escape,
suggested that it might be a good idea
to pay him his fee. His client stared at
him in blank amasement, and moved
away with the simple remark, ‘““spoons !”

asked the

not guilty,”

still

was his reply in accents

. The Sea of Algiers. *\

Another great engineering work ap-
parently is on the eve of accomplishment
one which should transform Algeria and
the North of Africa, and exert no incon-

siderable influence on the commerce Of
France—indeed, of the whole civilized
world. This is the turning ot the water
of the Mediterranean into the deserts of
Algiers, forming agreat inland lake or
gulf, or, to be more exact, restoring that
which existed some twenty centuries ago.
M. Roudaire, the originator of the
scheme, is a captain -of a French staff,
who had made the geography and com-
mercial development of Algiers his par-
ticular study ; in 1872 lie resolved to
explore the countrv for himself and as-
certain, if possible, what benefits, com-
mercial and political, would accrue to
France from opening up an inland sea.
Having obtained the necessary furlough,
with recommendations to the colonial
authorities, he set out on his mission,
but his efforts were so poorly seconded
by them and they so exaggerated the
dangers and difficulties of tlie work of
exploration, that finally he set out unes-
corted on a trip that was to last thirteen
months and be full of vicissitudes. He
was somewhat aided at the outset by the
discovery that Captain I’icot de St.
Marie, in his route of 1845, had proceed-
ed on correct suppositions as to the in-
sea, so tbat the latter explorer
couiVI conscientiously avail himself of the
results °f his predecessor’s journey.
From the mGabes he pushed on to Biskra,
240 miles distant, through unfriendly
tribes, often suffei.’Bg f°r want of food,
water or shelter, but. always taking ob-
servatoins and levels. [>i>m Biskra he
returned direct to Algiers, where his
success was warmly applauded b>" Gen-
eral Chauzy, and going to Paris he pre-
pared; with the ax-iprov.il of the ministerl
war, a long clear and valuable paper for
the Revue des Deux Monries that attract-
ed much attention in the scientific world.
The government entered warmly into the
scheme, and last year Captain Roudaire
was sent out to complete his explorations,
this time as a special commissioner of
the department of public instruction.
After careful investigations and calcula-
tions verified by competent authority,
he finds the formation of the inland sea
of Algeria, with a length uf 300 round
kilometers, and a breadth of GO, or say,
210 by 30 miles to be not only feasible
but most desirable. A formal report lumber dressed; sap buckets, pails, cider mills,
was made a month ago ; another more washing machines, shingles, Felloes, sawn and
extended and accompanied by a map on BENT material for buggies and sleighs.
a scale of 1-100,000 i» shortly to be tiled, For particulars addresJSOHN LANGSTAFF,
and the work will probably be begun Steam Mills, Langstaff P.O
next year. The Tunisian government
will bear its share of tlie expenses, which
are estimated at from 80,U(JU,000 to 100,-'
300,000 francs. > i
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One of tho latest and most remarkable
teachings of astronomical science is that
the moon, when full, is so intensely hot
that no creature known to us could en-

dure contact with her heated surface.—
The reasoning in this case is that the
surface of the moon is exposed during
the long lunar day, lasting a fortnight of
our terrestrial time, to the rays of a sun
as powerful as that which gives our
daily heat ; and without an .atmosphere
to temper- tfre sun's neat as ours does—
not, indeed, by impeding the passage of
the solar rays, but by bearing aloft the
cloud-veil which the sun raises from our
oceans—the moon’s surface must becomo
intensely hot long before the middle of
the lunar day. Undoubtedly the want of
an atmosphere causes the moon’s heat
to be rapidly radiated away into space.
It is the earth’s atmosphere which
causes a steady heat toprevail on its sur-
face ; and at the summit of lofty moun-
tains, where the atmosphere is rare al-
though the midday is intense, yet so
rapidly does the heat pass away that
snows' crown forever the mountain
heights. Yet, although the moon’s heat
must pass away even more rapidly, this
does not prevent the heating of tho
moon’s actual surface. Accordingly,
Herschel has pointed out, as far as a
fact beyond doubt, that the moon’s sur-
face must be heated at lunary midday—
or, rather, at the hour of lunar mid-heat,
corresponding to about two o’clock in
our afternoon—to a degree probably sur-
passing the heat of boiling water.
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