
t o  t b a t  d is ta n c e , making ao mnoh 
g rea te r «■ th e  a m o u n t  w h ic h , after 
th e  e lections  o f  1874, P a r l i a m e n t  p la c e d  at 
th e  disposal o f  th e  le a d e r  o f th e  G o v e rn m e n t  
fo r  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f th e  r a i lw a y , b ec a u se  
y o n  w ill re m e m b e r  the then Government lo
c a te d  th e  te rm in u s  o f  the r a i lw a y , not at the 
C a l le n d a r  S ta t io n , where It is  now and where 
i t  w as f i r s t  lo c a te d  by the former Govern
m e n t, b u t  40 miles south of that point. 
T h e re fo re , u n d e r  that a c t  the hon. gentle
m a n  w o u ld  n o t  only have b e e n  obliged to 
s p e n d  $104,887,500 a t  the lo w e s t c o m p u ta 
tio n ,  b u t  to  p ro v id e  fo r  the c o n s tru c t io n  o n  
th e  s a m e  te rm s , o f  40 m ile s  m o re  to  b r in g  
th e  ra i lw a y  d o w n  to  th e  te rm in u s  a* lo c a ted  
b y  th e  t h e n  G o v e rn m e n t . T h a t  w il l  a d d  
$400,000 i n  ca sh , $300,000 i n  m o n e y  a t  fou r 
p e r  c e n t, o n  $7,500 p e r  m i le  fo r  25 y ea rs , and 
$800,000 in  la n d  a t  a  d o l la r  a n  ac re , o r  $1,600,- 
000 an n u a lly  to  m a k e  th e  e s t im a te  s t r ic t ly  
c o rre o t. N o w , sir, h a v in g  s h o w n  t h a t  P a r l i a 
m e n t  h a d  p la c e d  a t  th e  d is p o s a l o f  
t h e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  m y  R ig h t  H o n . 
f r ie n d  (S ir  J o h n  M a c d o n a ld )  in  
1872 $84,700,000 fo r th e  c o n s tru c t io n
o f th e  w o rk , t h a t  P a r l i a m e n t  h a d  p la c e d  
$104,887,500 a t  th e  d is p o s a l o f  th e  le a d e r  o f  
th e  G overnm ent in  1874, t o  which w e m uB t 
a d d  th e  $1,500,000 to whioh I  have j u s t  r e 
fe rred , I  n o w  c o m e  to

f** THE FRKSENT CONTRACT,
w h ic h  is  la id  o n  th e  t a b le  o f  th e  H o n se  fo r  i t s  
considera tion , fo r  a p o r tio n  o f  th e  l in e  fro m  
F o r t  W illia m  t o  S e lk irk , 410 m ile s , th e  
P e m b in a  b ra n c h , 85 m ile s , a n d  a  p o r t io n  fro m  
K a m lo o p s  to  B u r ra rd  I n le t ,  217 m ile s , a l l  o f  
w h ic h , a m o u n tin g  to  712 m ile s , when tha 
w h o le  l in e  is  c o m p le te d , is  to  b e  handed 
o v e r  a s  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  C o m p a n y . T h e  
t o t a l  a m o u n t  e x p e n d e d  a n d  to  be expended 
b y  th e  G o v e rn m e n t , in c lu d in g  everything, is  
$28,000,000.^ T h e  G o v e rn m e n t  have 
a g re e d  to pay i n  addition to the 
$28,000 ,000 , $26 ,000 ,000  and 35,0*0,-
000 a c re s  o f  la n d ,  m a k in g  a  to ta l  
s u b s id y  in  c a sh  o f  $53,000 ,000 , a n d  in  la n d , 
e s t im a t in g  th e  26,000,000 acres a t  the same 
ra te  t h a t  I  h a v e  e s t im a te d  the land under th e  
c o n t r a c t  o f  1873 a n d  u n d e r  the Act o f  1874, a t  
$1 a n  aore , o f $25,000 ,000 , o r  a total a m o u n t  o f  
$78 ,000 ,000 . I  th in k ,  s ir ,  w a r r a n t in g  th e  
s ta te m e n t  w i th  w h ic h  I  c o m m e n c e d  m y  r e 
m a rk s ,  t h a t  th e s e  terms a r e  g r e a t ly  b e lo w  
a n y  te rm s  t h a t  h a v e  p re v io u s ly  b e e n  s a n c 
tio n e d  b y  P a r l ia m e n t .  T h e  m a t te r  th e n  
s ta n d s  t h u s :  under the c o n t r a o t  o f  1873 
$84,700,000 ; under the c o n t r a o t  o f  1874 
$104,887,500, w ith  $1,500,000 added t o  b r in g  
th e  ro a d  d o w n  to  the point a t  w h ic h  
u n d e r  t h a t  a c t  i t  w a s  to be c o m m e n c e d ; 
u n d e r  th e  c o n t r a c t  o f  18*0, n o w  la id  
o n  th e  ta b le  o f  the Home, $78,000,000. 
N o w , s ir , l e t  m e  draw tha a t te n t io n  o f  th e  
H o u se  fo r a  m o m e n t, i n  order to show th a t  
in  t a k in g  th e  F o s t e r  oontract as t h e  b a se  o f 
c a lc u la t io n  a s  to  what the oost u n d e r  th e  A c t 
o f  1874 w o u ld  h a v e  b ee n , i f  i t  c o u ld  h a v e  
b e e n  a c c o m p lis h e d  a t  all, it w as a re a s o n a b le  
e s tim a te , a n  e s tim a te , i n  fa c t, b e lo w  th e  
m a rk , to  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  la te  
G o v e rn m e n t w i th  reference t o  the o h a ra c te r  
<ff t h a t  s e c t io n . T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  sa id , 
a s  w ill  b e -fo u n d  in  the Hanmd o f  1 8 7 6 :—  
" B e c a u s e  h e  w o u ld  probably refer to  th i s  
m a t te r  a t  a n o th e r  time I n  the H o n se , h e  
w o u ld  n o w  s im p ly  s a y  t h i s : that w h a t  w as 
p u b lis h e d  in  m a n y  newspapers a* to  e n g i
n eerin g  d if f ic u lt ie s  e n c o u n te re d  in  th i s  r e la 
t io n  w as  e n t i r e ly  fa l la c io u s . N o  d iff ic u lty  
h a d  b e e n  e x p e rie n c e d  in  o b ta in in g  th e  
grade th a t  w as re q u ire d  in  the o r ig in a l  c o n 
t r a c t ,  th e  g ra d ie n t  n o t  e x c e e d in g  26 fe e t p e r 
m ile  for th e  co u n try  e a s tw a rd  a n d  52 fo r  th e  
coun try  w estw ard . I n  o n ly  tw o  p la c e s  w as 
th e re  a n y  d iff icu lty  in  s e c u r in g  th e s e  g r a 
d i e n t s ;  th e s e  th e  e n g in e e r s  a s s u re  m e  ca n  
ea sily  be o v e rco m e . T h e  e x p lo ra t io n s  in  th e  
im m e d ia te  v ic in i ty  o f  F r e n c h  r iv e r  sh o w  th a t  
th e  lin e  t r a v e r s e s  a  ro c k y  th o u g h  n o t  h i l ly  
coun try .” T h is  sh o w s t h a t  I  h a v e  g ro u n d  
from  th e  o p in io n s  o f  th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n , for 
m y s ta tem en t th a t  that would be a  fa i r  e s t i 
m a te
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I  w ill n o w  d ra w  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  h o n . 
g e n t le m e n  o p p o s ite  to  m y a u th o r i ty  w i th  r e 
ference to  th e  te rm s . T h is  m a y  b e  n e c e s 
sary , a s  th e  p o s i t io n  n o w  ta k e n  b y  th e  O p
position, as m a y  b e  a s s u m e d  fro m  t h a t  ta k e n  
b y  th e  Glebe., is  t h a t  i t  is  id le  t o  t a lk  a b o u t 
e s tim a t in g  th e  la n d  a t  $1 p e r  ao re , w h e n  
e v e ry o n e  k n e w  i t  w as  w o r th  $ 2  p e r  a c re  
W ell, I  shall b e  o n ly  to o  g la d  i f  t h a t  can 
b e  e s ta b lis h e d , b u t  i t  w il l  n o t  d o  fo r  th e  
le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s i tio n  o r  th e  le a d e r  of 
th e  G o v e rn m e n t to  m e e t  o n  t h a t  g ro u n d , 
a n d  I  w ill sh o w  y o u  w h y  I  d ra w  th e  a t t e n 
t io n  of th e  c o m m it te e  to  th e  s ta te m e n t  m ade 
b y  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s itio n  (M r. B la k e ) , 
w h e n  w e  w ere  d is c u s s in g  th e  F o s te r  c o n 
tra c t,  a n d  I  h a d  v e n tu re d  to  v a lu e  th e  la n d  
a t  $2  a n  ac re . T h a t  w as  i n  1876, a n d  th e  
h o n . g e n t le m a n  w ill  find  h is  r e m a rk s  on 
p a g e  641 o f th e  Barnard. T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  
sa id  in  re fe re n c e  to  t h a t  p o i n t :— “ I t  is  a n  e n 
t i r e ly  i.b su rd  c a lc u la t io n  to  say  t h a t  th e s e  1,-
700,000 a re  w o r th  $2  a n  a c re  to  th i s  c o u n try . 
JBven v a lu in g  th e m  a t  $1 a n  a c re  w o u ld  
in  m y ju d g m e n t  b e  a n  e x c e ss iv e  v a lu a t io n .” 
T h e n  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  la te  G o v e rn m e n t 
gave h is  o p in io n  o n  th e  s u b j e c t ; th e  h o n . 
g e n t le m a n  s a id :— “ I  d o  n o t  p la c e  th e i r  
♦Blue a t  $ 6  a n  a c r e ; I  w ish  I  c o u ld  say  t h a t  
th e y  w e re  w o r th  $1 a n  ac re .” B u t  w h a te v e r  
t h e  v a lu e  mevy be , I  a m  c o n f id e n t I  e x p re s s  
t h e  v ie w s  o f  th e  c o m m itte e  w h e n  I  sa y  th a t  
w hK tever v a lu e  m a y  b e  o b ta in e d  fo r  th e m  
o v e r  $1 p e r  ac re , a n d  I  h o p e  i t  w il l  b e  g r e a t 
ly  o v e r  t h a t  ra te , w ill  b e  o b ta in e d  n o t  in  
th e ir  p resen t position , b u t  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  
o f  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f th e  C a n a d a  P ac ific  
R a ilw a y . I n  1879 th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  s a id : 
— “  I d a  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  w h y  th e  h o n . g e n t le 
m a n  a n t ic ip a te s  a  la rg e r  r e v e n u e  fro m  th e  
l a n d s  to  b e  so ld , b e c a u se  i t  is  a b s o lu te ly  i n 
d ispensable , i n  o rd e r  to  in d u c e  s e t t le r s  to  go 
in to  th e  c o u n try , t h a t  w e  s h o u ld  fu rn is h  
th e m  w ith  th e  la n d s  f ree  o f  c h a rg e . D oes  
th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  im a g in e  t h a t  s e t t le r s  w ill 
go to  th e  N o r th w e s t  a n d  b u y  la n d s  a t  $ 2  a n  
a c re  w h e n  th e r e  a r e  m i l l io n s  o f  a c re s  o f  la n d  
offered  for n o th in g  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  ?"

Sir J o h n  A . M a c lo n a ld — Hear, hear.
S ir  C h a r l e s  Totphs—If  we are able to 

m a k e  th e s e  la n d s  worth $2  a n  acre, we will 
do i t  b y  th e  agency now proposed to con
s t r u c t  th e  ra i lw a y  by the expenditure asked 
for the purposo of ensuring its construction. 
T b e  le a d e r  of t h e  late Government also said : 
—“ We m u s t, therefore, make up our minds 
if  w e a re  to  settle that count^, it  will be 
done only a t  the expenditure of a large 
a m o u n t  o f  m o n o y  to aid settlers on going Tn 
a n d  g iv in g  th e m  land free afUtr tkey get in. 
T h a t  is  my conviction. I f  the hon. gentle
m a n ’s e x p e c ta t io n  should be realised of get
ting $2  p e r  acre for those 100,000 acres, I 
w ill co n fe ss  to him that I have been utterly 
m is ta k e n  in  m y  ideas upon this sub
ject.’' • -wo much for the value of the 
t e n d s .1- jSow , sir, as to the cost of the work, 
I h a v e  e s tim a te d  the lands a $1 per acre, 
bat 1 w ill  assume for the sake of meeting 
the p r e s e n t  views of the hon. gentlemen 
opposite half way, that they w ill be 
irerth $ l j  an aore, and we w ill see 
then how the account w ill stand as between 
H i .  gentlemen and ourselves, how far m y 
•tatoment with which I opened this discus
sion will he borne out. I f  you value the 
wads at f l }  per acre, the contract of 1873, 
* u tided upon the offer to secure the constrnc- 

l af the Canadian Pacific Railway to the 
lOompanj, w ill sh o w  a to ta l  o f  $112 ,- 
00 ; how w ill the aooount t h e n  stand 7 

p ly in g  t j ie  same p r in c ip le  to th e  A c t  o f  
•* iksftil s h o w  $132,857(600 p la c e d  n t  th e  

*  i* *s\)sa l o f  #%e G o v e r a m e n to f m y  hon. f r ie n d  
i t e  foi' s e c iu ? p g  th e  construction o f  the 

,~ -*4  f la y in g  the ia^yif $1 .60  an acre, 
k* '<■ eo ttrrt w b  have laid w r i *

o o . .

a  to t a l  o f  $90 ,400,009. I f  w e g o  th e  w h o le  
l e n g th  th e  Globe asks, a n d  I  d o  n o t  say  i t  is 
u n re a s o n a b le , a n d  assum e th o s e  la n d s  to  b e  
w o rth , a f te r  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  ro ad , $2 
a n  ac re , t h e  a c c o u n t s ta n d s  th u s  a s  b e 
tw e e n  th e s e  v a r io u s  p ro p o s a ls  :— T h e  
p ro p o s itio n  o f  1873 p la c e d  a t  th e  
d is p o sa l o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  la n d s  a t  
$ 2  a n  a c re  w o r th  $139 ,400,000. A t 
t h e  sam e  e s t im a te  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  la n d s  
p la c e d  a t  th e  d is p o s a l o f  th e  la te  G o v e rn 
m e n t  w as $160,825,500. T h e  p r e s e n t  p ro p o 
s it io n  a t  $2  a n  a c re  re a c h e s  a  to t a l  o f  o n ly  
$103 ,000 ,000 , o r  le ss  th a n  th e  a m o u n t  a t  $1 
a n  a c re  p la c e d  a t  th e  d is p o s a l o f  th e  la te  G o v 
e r n m e n t  b y  P a r l i a m e n t .  I  t h i n k  th i s  s ta te 
m e n t  o u g h t  to  b e  to le ra b ly  sa tis fa c to ry . I  
w il l  n o w  g iv e  h o n . g e n t le m e n  o p p o s ite  a n  
a u th o r i ty  a s  to  th e  c o s t  o f  th i s  w o rk  a b o u t  
to  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  t h a t  I  t h i n k  th e y  w il l  be 
c o m p e lle d  to  a c c e p t. O n  th e  1 2 th  o f M ay, 
1874, M r. M a c k e m ie  s a id :— “ F r o m  t h a t  
p o in t  w e s tw a rd  i t  is  q u i te  c le a r  t h a t  th e r e  is  
n o  m e a n s  o f  r a p id  c o m m u n ic a tio n  e x c e p t  b y  
b u i ld in g  a  ra i lw a y , a n d  th i s  p o r 
t i o n  in  B r i t is h  C o lu m b ia  a lo n e  w o u ld  
t a k e  $86 ,000 ,000 , a n d  fro m  th e  p o in t  
w h ic h  M r. F le m in g  c a lc u la te s  a s  th e  
c e n tr e  o f  th e  R o c k y  M o u n ta in s , e a s tw a rd  
to  th e  ju n c t io n  w ith  n a v ig a tio n , w o u ld  p ro b 
a b ly  b e  $100,000,000 o r  s o m e th in g  l ik e  
t h a t .” T h e r e  is  a n  e s t im a te  f ro m  th e  le a d e r  
o f  th e  l a te  G o v e rn m e n t , th e  th e n  M in is te r  o f  
P u b lic  W o rk s , a n d  s u b m it te d  to  P a r l i a m e n t  

.o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  h is  o w n  e n g in e e rs  w ith  
a l l  th e  ju d g m e n t  a n d  e x p e rie n c e  t h a t  co n ld  
b e  b ro u g h t  to  b e a r  u p o n  it ,  t h a t  $100 ,000 ,000  
w o u ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  fo r  th e  ro a d  f ro m  L a k e  
S u p e r io r  a t  T h u n d e r  B a y  t o  th e  P ac ific  
O cean , a n d  y e t  th e  p r e s e n t  p ro p o s itio n  
s e c u re s  th e  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  t h e  e n t ir e  ro a d  
w i th in  t e n  y e a rs  tr o m  t h e  1 s t o f  J u ly  n e x t  
f ro m  L a k e  N ip p is s in g  to  B u r ra rd  I n l e t  a t  a  
c o s t t o  th e  c o u n try  a t  th e  e s 
t i m a te  h o n . g e n t le m a n  o p p o s ite  p la c e d  o n  
th e  la n d s , o f  $78,000 ,000 .
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O n e  w o u ld  h a v e  s u p p o se d  th e  m e m b e r  
fo r  L a m b to n  w o u ld  h a v e  s to o d  a g h a s t  a t  
s u c h  a n  e s t im a te  a s  $100,000,000 fo r  th e  p o r 
t i o n  o f  t h e  ro a d  m e n tio n e d , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  
a b a n d o n e d  i t  as  b e y o n d  t h e  re s o u rc e s  o f  
C an a d a . B u t  s ta n d in g  a s  th e  P r im e  M in is 
te r , a n d  w e ig h te d  w ith  th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  
w h ic h  re s ts  o n  s u c h  a  h ig h  officer, h e  f e l t  h e  
m u s t  n o t  s h r in k  fro m  h is  d u ty  a n d  h e  s ta te d  
a s  to  t h e  s e c t io n  in  B r i t i s h  C o lu m b ia , t h a t  
w o u ld  c o s t $35,000,000, “  w e  p ro p o s e  to  p ro 
c e ed  w ith  i t  as  r a p id ly  a s  w e  a re  a b le  t o  o b 
ta in  a  c o m p le t io n  o f  s u rv e y s .”  H e  a lso  p ro 
p o sed  to  e x p e n d  $100 ,000 ,000  i f  n e c e ss a ry  to  
c o n n e c t  th e  w a te rs  o f  L a k e  S u p e r io r  w ith  
t h e  t id a l  w a te rs  o f  t h e  P ac ific . T h e  le a d e r  
o f  tb e  l a te  G o v e rn m e n t  a lso  s a i d :— « W e  
f r a n k ly  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  fa i lu re  o f  th e  a t te m p t  
to  g iv e  a  f io t it io u s  v a lu e  to  la n d s  
i n  o rd e r  t o  g e t  E n g l is h  c a p i ta l is ts  
to  t a k e  u p  t h e  ra ilw a y , b u t  w e  a ls o  f r a n k ly  
co n fe ss  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  b u i ld in g  th e  ra i lw a y  
b y  d ir e c t  m o n e y  s u b s id ie s  o r  a  c o m b in e d  
s y s te m  o f  g iv in g  b o th  m o n e y  a n d  la n d .” 
T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  g a l la n t ly  p e r fo rm e d  h is  
d u ty , a n d  d id  n o t  s h r in k  fro m  th e  re s p o n 
s ib il i ty , a rd u o u s  a n d  r e s p o n s ib le  a s  w as  h is  
p o s itio n . H e  s a id  :— “  W e  p ro p o s e  to  g iv e  
$10 ,000  p e r  m ile , a n d  a  g r a n t  th e  s a m e  as 
t h a t  p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  la te  G o v e rn m e n t of
20,000 a c re s , a n d  w e in v i te  in t e n d in g  c o m 
p e t i to r s  to  s ta te  th e  a m o u n t  fo r  w h ic h  th e y  
w ill  r e q u ire  th e  g u a ra n te e  a t  4 p e r  c e n t  in  
o rd e r  to  g iv e  th e m  w h a t  th e y  m a y  d e e m  a  
su ffic ien t su m  w h e re w ith  to  b u i ld  th e  ro ad . 
W e  k n o w  t h a t  so m e  t h i n k  $10,000 p e r  m ile  
a n d  20,000 a c re s  o f  la n d , s u p p o s in g  th e y  
r e a l is e  o n  a n  a v e ra g e  $1  a n  ac re , w ill  n o t 
b u ild  th e  ro ad . I t  w o u ld  m o re  th a n  b u ild  i t  
i n  so m e  p a r ts ,  b u t  fro m  e n d  to  en d  
i t  is  e v id e n t  i t  w ill  n o t  b u i ld  i t  T h e  I n t e r 
c o lo n ia l  R a ilw a y  w ill  c o s t a b o u t  $46,000 a 
m i le  t r a v e r s in g  o n  th e  w h o le  a  v e ry  fa v o r
a b le  c o u n try . T h e  N o r th e rn  P ac ific  R ailw ay , 
in  th e  a c c o u n ts  p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  C o m p a n y , 
h a s  co st, so  fa r  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  c a rr ie d , t h a t  is 
to  R ed  R iv e r , $47,000 o r  $48,000 p e r  m i le  in  
r o u n d  n u m b e rs . T h a t  ro a d  tra v e rs e s  a lm o s t  
w h o lly  a  p ra ir ie  r e g io n , e a s i ly  a c c e ss ib le , a n d  
w h e re  m a te r ia ls  w e re  e a s i ly  fo u n d , a n d  is  a l 
to g e th e r  q u i t e  a s  f a v o ra b le  a s  t h e  m o s t  fa
v o ra b le  s p o t o f  a n y  p a r t  o f  o u r  te r r i to r ie s , 
w ith  th i s  a d v a n ta g e , t h a t  i t  w as  m u c h  n e a re r  
to  p ro d u c e rs  o f  s u p p lie s  t h a n  a n y  p o r t io n  o f 
o u r  l in e  e x c e p t t h a t  o n  th e  im m e d ia te  b o r 
d e rs  o f  la k e s . T h e  C e n tra l  P ac ifio  w e  w ill 
n o t  to u c h , a s  t h e  c o s t o f  t h a t  ro a d  w as so 
e n o rm o u s  a s  n o t  t o  affo rd  a n y  g u id e  a t  a l l ,  
b ec a u se  of th e  e x t ra o rd in a ry  a m o u n t  o f  jo b 
b in g  c o n n e c te d  w i th  i t ,  b u t  ju d g in g  from  th e  
c o s t o f  o u r  o w n  ra ilw a y s , w e  h a v e  re a s o n  to  
su p p o se  i t  w ill  n o t  b e  p o s s ib le  to  c o n s tr u c t  
t h i s  l in e  f ro m  e n d  to  en d  a t  a  le s s  p r ic e  th a n  
$ 4 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  m ile , a n d  i t  m a y  ex c e e d  t h a t  by  
sev e ra l th o u s a n d s  of d o lla rs . P a r ts  o t  i t  
w il l  o f  c o a rs e  e a c e e d  t h a t  v e ry  m u c h , th o u g h  
o n  th e  w h o le  o f  se c t io n s  e a s t o f  t h e  R ocky  
M o u n ta in s  s o m e th in g  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  
o f  t h a t  f ig u re  w ill c o v e r  th e  o u t la y .” T h e  
le a d e r  o f  th e  la te  G o v e rn m e n t  f u r th e r  s ta te d  
t h a t  th e  ro a d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  b u i l t  as  a  co m 
m e rc ia l e n te rp r is e , a n d  e x p re s s e d  a  d e s ire  
t h a t  th e  g e n t le m e n  w h o  u n d e r to o k  t h a t  r e 
s p o n s ib i l i ty  s h o u ld  sh o w  h im  h o w  i t  w as 
p o s s ib le  t o  c o n s tr u c t  a  ra i lw a y  2,500 m ile s  
long  w ith  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  fo u r m i l l io n s ,  p a s s 
in g  d u r in g  a lm o s t  i t s  e n t i r e  le n g th  th ro u g h  
an  u n in h a b i te d  c o u n try , a n d  fo r  a  s t i l l  g r e a t 
e r  p o r t io n  o f  i t s  l e n g th  th r o u g h  a  c o u n try  of 
a  v e ry  r o u g h  c h a ra c te r . I  a m  g la d  th e  t im e  
h a s  co m e w h e n , in  re s p o n s e  to  th e  h o n . g e n 
tle m a n , w e  a re  i n  a  p o s it io n  to  sh o w  h im  ho w  
t h a t  g ig a n tic  w o rk  c a n  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d  and 
u p o n  te rm s  m o re  fa v o ra b le  th a n  a n y  th e  m o s t  
s a n g u in e  p e r s o n  in  th i s  c o u n try  v e n tu r e d  to  
lo o k  for, a n d  I  a s k  th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  n o t  
to  fo rg e t, n o w  t h a t  h e  is  s i t t in g  o n  th e  O ppo  
s i t io n b e n o h e s ,  t h a t  in  e s t im a t in g  th e  c o s t as 
a  M in is te r  h e  f e l t  h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  d o in g  h is  
d u ty  i f  he d id  n o t draw  th e  a tte n tio n  of th e  
H ouse to  th e  ta c t th a t  w hen  th is  road is con 
s tn io te d

T H E  L IA B IL IT Y  R E S T IN G  U PO N  TH B  C O U N TRY

w ill  n o t  b e  d is c h a rg e d  b u t  j u s t  c o m m e n 
cing:. T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  w e n t  o n  to  s a y :—  
“ S u p p o s in g  i t  o n ly  ta k e s  th e  m in im u m  
a m o u n t e s t im a te d  b y  M r. S a n d fo rd  F le m in g , 
$100,000,000, y o u  h a v e  a  p r e t ty  g o o d  a p p re 
c ia t io n  o f  w h a t  i t  w o u ld  c o s t  t h e  c o u n try , in  
th e  e n d . W h e n  y o u  d o u b le  th e  d e b t  o f  th e  
c o u n try  y o u  w ill n o t  b e  a b le  to  a c c o m p lis h  
th e  b o rro w in g  o f  t h e  s u m  o f  m o n e y  t h a t  
w o u ld  b e  re q u ire d  to  b u i ld  t h e  ro ad , p a y in g  
th e  a t t e n d a n t  e x p e n se s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t a n d  
th e  d e b t  a n d  e v e ry th in g  e lse  c o n n e c te d  w ith  
i t ”  T h e  h o n . g e n t le m e n  o p p o s ite  la s t  s e ss io n  
a ls o  e n fo rc e d  v e ry  s tro n g ly  o n  o u r  
a t t e n t io n  th e  f a c t t h a t  i f  w e  w e n t  o n  
w iih  th is  w ork a s  a  G o v e rn m e n t w o rk  
a n d  s to o d  p le d g e d  in  t h e  face  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y  a n d  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l w o r ld  to  a n  e x 
p e n d i tu r e  o f  e ig h ty  to  a  h u n d re d  m i l l io n  d o l-  
la rs  fo r th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  t h e  ra ilw a y , w e 
coU ld  h a r d ly  b e  s u rp r is e d  i f  i t  in c re a s e d  th e  
co st o f  m o n e y  we w e re  o b lig e d  to  b o rro w  in  
th e  m o n e y  m a rk e ts  o f  th e  w o rld . H e  s a id :—  
u I f  y o u  a d d  sife: p e r  c e n t, u p o n  th e  m in im u m  
a m o u n t  to  th e  e x i s t in g  o b lig a tio n s  o f  th e  
c o u n try , y o u  w il l  h a v e  in  a d d i t io n  to  o u r  
p r e s e n t  a n n u a l  b u rd e n s  s ix  m i l l io n s  o f  d o l
la rs , w h ic h , a d d e d  to g e th e r ,  w o u ld  m a k e  a  
c o n t in u o u s  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  tw e lv e  m i l l io n s  o f  
d o l la r s  b e fo re  y o u  h a v e  a  c e n t  to  a p p ly  to  
i h e  o rd in a ry  b u s in e r s  o f  th e  c o u n try .” A  
r a th e r  s t a r t l i n g  g io u n d  fo r  th e  h o n . g e n t le 
m a n  to  ta k e ,  b u t  o n e  w h ic h  c o m m e n d e d  i t 
s e lf  to  a l l  th o s e  w h o  li s te n e d  to  
th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n ’s a d d re ss . T h e  
n o n . m e m b e r  fo r L a m b to n  c o n tin u e d :— 
“ T h e n  w e com e t o  th e  considera tion  o f w hat 
w ould  be th e  position  o f th o  road a fte r i t  
w as  com pleted . We have Mr. F le m in g  s a u 
th o r i ty ,  t h a t  u n t i l  a t  least th re e  m illio n  peo 
p le  a ro  draw n in to  th a t  u n in h a b ited  coun try , 
i t  im p o s s ib le  to e x p e c t  tire  ro a d  to

pay i t s  r u n n in g  e x p e n se s . M r. F le m in g  e s t i 
m ates these  a t  n o t le ss  th a n  $8 ,000 ,000  p e r  
a n n u m , a n d  th e y  h a v e  s t i ) l  fu r th e r  to  b e  s u p 
p le m e n te d  b y  th e  p ro p o r tio n  o f  m o n e y  re 
q u ire d  e a c h  y e a r  to  re n e w  th e  ro ad  j* I t  is  
k n o w n , m o re o v e r , to  ra i lw a y  a u th o r i t i e s  th a t ,  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  d iff ic u ltie s  o f  c l im a te , a n d  
w ith  t h e  o rd in a ry  tra ffic , th e  ro a d  w ill re q u ire  
re n e w a l, b y  s le e p e rs  a n d  r a i ls  e v e ry  e ig h t  
o r  te n  y e a rs  o n  a n  av e ra g e ."  F i r s t ,  w e w o u ld  
p ay  $100 ,000 ,000  to  b u ild  th e  ro a d , n e x t  
$8 ,000 ,000  a n n u a l ly  to  o p e ra te  i t ,  s u b je c t  to  th e  
d e d u c tio n  o f  w h a te v e r  tra ffic  th e  ro a d  
re c e iv e d , a n d  th i r d ly ,  w e w o u ld  h a v e  
t o  r e n e w  s le e p e rs  a n d  r a i ls  e v e ry  e ig h t  
y e a rs  u n le ss  w e  u sed  s te e l r a i ls .  T h is  is  th e  
p le a s a n t  p ic tu r e  w h ic h  th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  
h im s e lf  d re w  fo r th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  
H o u se  a n d  c o u n try , a n d  now  i t  a p p e a rs  h® 
h e s ita te s  to  se c u re  tfce c o n s tru c t io n  a n d  o p 
e r a t io n  o f  th i s  ro ad  fo rev e r a t  a  c o s t o f  $78 ,- 
000 ,000. M y h o n . f r ie n d  th e  le a d e r  o l th e  
O p p o s itio n , n o  lo n g e r  th a n  a  y e a r  a g o  w as 
g o o d  e n o u g h  to  g iv e  th e  H o u se  h is  o p in io n  
a s  to  th e  c o s t o f  th i s  ro ad  a n d  th e  l i a b i l i ty  
t h a t  w o u ld  b e  in c u r re d , a n d  I  in v i te  h is  a t 
t e n t io n  to  h is  o w n  e s tim a te , a s  h e  th e n  g a v e  
i t .  H e  s a id  :—u A g a in , o f  co u rse , th e  th r o u g h  
tra ffic  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  ro a d  b e in g  firs t-c la s s , 
a n d  w e  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a f te r  w e h a v e  
s p e n t  a l l  th e  h o n . M in is te r  p ro p o se s , w e s h a l l  
h a v e  n o t  a  P ac ific , b u t  a  c o lo n iz a t io n  ro ad . 
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  o ld  s y s te m  o f  c o n s tr u c 
tio n , t h a t . c e n t r a l  s e c t io n  w o u ld  c o s t 
in c lu d in g  th e  o th e r  i te m s  I  h a v e  m e n tio n e d , 
a l to g e th e r  o v e r  $42,500,000, le a v in g  o u t  e n 
t i r e ly  b o th  en d s . W h a t  a re  th e  e n d s  to  c o s t?  
$46 ,000 ,000  is, a s  I  h a v e  s ta te d , th e  c o s t  f ro m  
E d m o n to n  to  B u r ra rd  I n l e t  o n  th e  w es t, a n d  
fro m  F o r t  W i l l i a m  to  N ip is s in g  o n  th e  ea st . 
T h e  h o n . m e m b e r  fo r  L a m b to n  e s tim a te s  i t  
a t  a  le n g th  of a b o u t  650 m ile e  a n d  a  c o s t o f  
$ 3 2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ; th u s  th e  e n d s  m a k e  u p  to g e 
th e r  $77,000,000, th e  c e n t r e  a n d  th e  p a s t  e x 
p e n d i tu r e  $42,500,000, m a k in g  a  t o t a l  o f  
$ 1 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 /' A n d  y e t  th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  
is  s ta r t le d  a n d  a s to u n d e d , a n d  e x h ib i ts  t h e  
m o s t  w o n d e rfu l a la rm  w h e n  h e  f in d s  a  p ro 
p o sa l la id  o n  th e  ta b le  o f  th e  H o u se  to  secu re  
t h e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  a l l  t h a t  w o rk , w h ic h  a t  
t h e  c h e a p e s t  r a te  w as  a c c o rd in g  to  h im  to  
o o s t $120 ,000 ,000 , fo r $78 ,000,000. A n d  
th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  p ro c e e d e d  to  s a y  th a t  
“ b e s id e s  th i s  e n o rm o u s  e x p e n d itu r e  to  w h ic h  
h e  h a d  re fe rre d  a n d  th i s  a g re g a te  h e  d id  n o t  
k n o w  h o w  m a n y  m i llio n s , in t e r e s t  o n  w h io h  
w o u ld  b e  s ix  m i l l io n s  a  y ea r, th e y  h a d  to  
c o n s id e r  r u n n in g  e x p e n se s  w h ic h  M r. F l e m 
in g  e s t im a te d  a t  e ig h t  m i llio n s , a n d  w h ic h  
h is  h o n . f r ie n d  e s tim a te d  a t  th e  g ro ss  su m  
o f  $6 ,750 ,000  a  y e a r  fo r th e  w h o le  l in e , o r  
$4 ,500 ,000  a  y e a r  fro m  F o r t  W i l l i a m  to  th e  
P ac ific . O f c o u rse  a g a in s t  th i s  s u m  w as to  
b e  s e t  r e c e ip ts  w h ic h  in  so m e  s e c t io n s  p e r 
h a p s  w o u ld  m e e t  e x p e n d itu re s ,  b u t  in  th e  
e a r ly  d a y s , i f  n o t  fo r a  lo n g  t im e , h e  b e l ie v e d  
th e  ro a d  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  r u n  a t  a  lo ss .” I  
k n o w  t h a t  th i s  i s  a n  a u th o r i ty  fo r w h ic h  th e  
le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s i tio n  h a s  m o s t  p ro fo u n d  
r e s p e c t  (c h e e r s  a n d  la u g h te r )  a n d  I  t r u s t  
t h a t  i n  s u b m it t in g  s u c h  c r i t ic is m s , a s  
i n  t h e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  e v e ry  
g r e a t  m e a s u re  o f  th i s  k in d  o u g h t  
to  reo e iv e , th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  w i l l  n o t  lo se  
s ig h t  o f  t h e  p o s itio n  h e  to o k  in  c r i t ic iz in g  
o u r  p ro p o s a l tw e lv e  m o n th s  ago . I  w ill 
a g a in  r e v e r t  to  th e  c r i t ic is m  w ith  r e la t io n  to  
th e  co s t, o f  a  m o re  v a lu a b le  c h a ra c te r  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s i tio n . 
No p e rs o n  p e rh a p s  e s te e m s  th e  h o n , g e n tle 
m a n ’s a b i l i t y  c e r ta in ly  a s  a  s p e c ia l pleader, 
h ig h e r  th a n  I  m y se lf , o r  h is  gen era l ju d g 
m e n t  w h e n  h e  g iv e s  q u e s tio n s  th e  fa ir , c a n 
d id  u n b ia s s e d  e x a m in a t io n  w h ic h  a  q u e s tio n  
l ik e  th i s  d e se rv e s , b u t  d o es  n o t  a lw a y s  re 
ce iv e .
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B u t I  w il l  g iv e  th e  H o u se  a n  o p in io n  
w h ic h  I  e s t im a te  m o re  h ig h ly  t h a n  t h a t  o f  
th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s i tio n , a n d  t h a t  is  th e  
o p in io n  o f  th e  g e n t le m a n  w h o  fo r fiv e  y e a rs  
a s  le a d e r  o f  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t  o t th i s  c o u n try  
d e a l t  w ith  th i s  g r e a t  q u e s tio n , a n d  w as 
d a i ly  a n d  h o u r ly  c o n v e rs a n t  w ith  a l l  i t s  d e 
ta i l s , I  m e a n  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  la te  g o v e rn m e n t. 
A fter a l l  h is  e x p e rie n c e , a n d  a f te r  th e  e x 
p e r ie n c e  o f  a  y e a r  i n  o p p o s itio n  a s  w e ll a s  o f  
five  y e a rs  o f  a d m in is tr a t io n ,  h e  u n d e r to o k  to  
g iv e  t o  t h e  H o u se  h i s  e s t im a te  a s  to  w h a t  th e  
ro ad  w o u ld  c o s t, a n d  I  f r a n k ly  co n fe ss  t h a t  I  
a m  n o t  fo r  a  m o m e n t d is p o s e d  to  q u e s tio n  
th e  v a lu e  o f  h is  ju d g m e n t.  H e  s a id :— “ I  
w ill t a k e  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  e n g in e e rs  
th e m s e lv e s  a s  to  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  w o rk  
upon th e  se v e ra l s e c t io n s  from  F o r t  W illia m  
to  S e lk irk , a n d  c a rry  o u t  f ig u re s  e lse w h e re  
on  th e  sa m e  d e s c r ip tio n . S e v e n ty  m i le s  w ere  
d e s c r ib e d  a s  h ea v y , 226 m i le s  m o d e ra te , a n d  
11‘4 m ile s  l i g h t ; a n d , i n  o rd e r  to  re a c h  th e  
$18,000,000, w h ic h  th e  e n g in e e rs  h a d  re c e n t
ly  e s t im a te d ,  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  to  ta k e  th e  
s e v e n ty  m ile s  o f h e a v y  w o rk  a t  $75 ,000  p e r  
m i l e ; th e  226 m ile s  o f  m o d e ra te  a t  
$39 ,000, a n d  th e  114 l i g h t  a t  $20 ,000 , m a k in g , 
a l to g e th e r ,  w ith  th e  r o l l in g  s to c k  v a lu e d  a t  
$1 ,656,000, $18 ,000 ,000 . F ro m  S e lk i rk  to  
B a ttle fo rd , th e  f ir s t  112 m ile s  a re  d e s c r ib e d  as  
l ig h t ,  w h ic h , w ith  th e  ra i ls , fe n c in g , e tc ., 
m ig h t  be e s t im a te d  a t  $14 ,000  p e r  n 3 le , o r  
$  >,000 le ss  t h a n  th e  P e m b in a  B r a n c h ; a n d  
th e  s e c o n d  100 m ile s  I  h a v e  t a k e n  a n d  c a l
c u la te d  a s  t o  tb e  m a te r ia ls  fu rn is h e d  b y  Rir. 
M arcus  S m ith , a n d  I  d o  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a n y  
g r a d ie n t  c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  o n  t h a t  s e c t io n  
to  b u i ld  th e  ro a d  a t  le s s  th a n  $20,000 
p e r  m ile .” S u b se q u e n t e v e n ts  h a v e  th ro w n  
p e rh a p s  a  g o o d  d e a l o f  l i g h t  o n  th e  te n d e rs  
s e n t  in  a n d  c o n t r a c ts  u n d e r ta k e n .  N o  
p ro g re ss  w a s  m a d e  o n  th e  c o n tra c t,  a s  th e  
h o n . g e n t le m a n  k n o w s, a n d  ju d g m e n t  w h ic h  
th o  h o n . g e n t le m a n  h a s  g iv e n  as  to  co s t, h a d  
th e re b y  re c e iv e d  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b le  con fir
m a tio n . H e  fu r th e r  s a id :  “ W e  h a v e  in  
3om e m ile s  a  q u a n t i ty  o f  39 ,000 c u b ic  
y a rd s  o f  e a r th  to  m o v e , a n d  a l l  g ra d e s  s tee p , 
o n ly  k e p t  f if ty - th re e  f e e t to  th e  m ile , m a n y  
o f  th e m  a re  f if ty - th re e  fee t. T h e  a v e ra g e  o f  
e x c a v a tio n  is  16,000 c u b ic  y a rd s  p e r  m ile . 
W e h a v e , i n  s h o r t ,  1 ,600,000 y a rd s  o f  e a r th  to  
m o v e  w h ic h , a t  th e  lo w e s t p r ic e  p e r  y a rd  
o b ta in e d  o n  o th e r  ro ad s , sa y  tw e n ty -f iv e  
c e n ts  o n  th e  av e ra g e , th i s  o f  i t s e l f  w ill  c o s t 
$ 400 ,000 .” • • * • • •  « T h i8  w a8 
a lm o s t  th e  e x a c t  v a lu e  o f  th e  e a r th  w o rk  
a lo n e , le a v in g  n o th in g  fo r b r id g e s , t ie s , r a i ls ,  
b u i ld in g  fen ce s, a n d  o th e r  i te m s .” * * •
* * * * “ F r o m  tb e  e n d  o f  th e  seco n d  
h u n d re d  m ile s  to  B a t t le fo rd  w e  h a v e  
377 m ile s . T h is  is  n o t  a n y  h e a v ie r  o n  
th e  w h o le . T h e re  a re  so m e  m o re  fo rm id a b le  
b r id g e s , b u t  th e  l in e  is  f u r th e r  o ff fo r th e  
c a r r ia g e  o f  th e  r a i ls .  I  p la c e  t h a t  s e c t io n  a t  
$21 ,000  p e r  m ile .”  I  d ra w  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  
t h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  to  th i s  now , i n  c o n n e c 
t io n  w ith  th e  a m o u n t  p ro p o s e d  to  b e  p a id  
u n d e r  th i s  c o n t r a c t  fo r th e  c e n tr a l  se c tio n . 
A s I  h a v e  s ta te d , o p in io n s  w h ic h  th e  h o n . 
g e n t le m a n  h a s  fo rm e d  a f te r  lo n g  e x p e rie n c e , 
a s  to  th e  lo w e s t a m o u n ta t  w h ic h  i t  co u ld  b e  
c o n s tru c te d , a re  e n t i t l e d  t o  v e ry  g r e a t  c o n 
s id e ra tio n .

M on. M r. M a c k e e m — Y o u  d id  n o t  g iv e  
m u c h  a t te n t io n  to  th e m  a  y e a r  ago .

S ir  C h a r l e s  T u p p e r— T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  
say s  I  d id  n o t  g iv e  m u c h  a t te n t io n  to  th e m  a  
y e a r  ago , b u t  lo o k e d  a t  in  th e  l i g h t  of s u b se 
q u e n t  e v e n ts , I  a m  d is p o s e d  to  a d m it  th a t  
th e r e  is  a  g r e a t  d e a l in  th e  a rg u 
m e n t  o f  th e  h o n . gen tlem an . H e a g a in  
s a id  :— “ T h e n  f io m  B attlefo rd  to  E d m o n 
to n , i t  is  reported  by  th e  eng ineers as  
th i r t e e n  m i le s  v e ry  h e a v y ; th i s  I  e s tim a te  
a t  $60 ,000  a  m ile , b e in g  $10 ,000  le ss  th a n  th e  
o th e r  h e a v y  w ork e a s t  of S e lk irk .” *  I b<»p«- 
t h a t  w hen th e  h o n . g en tlem an  has c r i t ic i  ■>*.] 
th e  am o u n t w hich  w e p ro p o se  to  pay in  tb< 
c e n tr a l  se c tio n , ho w ill n o t  fo rg e t th a r  :» 
c o v e rs  13 m iles, w h ic h  he e f r in m ttp  * 
$60 ,000  a  m ile , $10 ,Out laas th  for th- 
heavy  w o rk  east of S elk irk . S til l  fu r th e r  _
“ F o r ty -n in e  m iles m ore o f th e  lin e  classed

w o d e ra te ty  buw vy. I  p u t  i t  a t  j

m ile ; an d  seven ty  m iles very  m oderate, a t 
(25,000, w ith  n in e ty -e ig h t m iles of l ig h t 
w ork a t  $ 20,000 per m ile , w h ich  m akes for 
th is  sec tion  a lto g e th e r an  average  of $27,000 
per m ile .”% T h e  hon . g en tlem an  said we have 
constructed  th e  lin e  from P em b in a  to  Sel
k irk , 85 m iles. T h is  is  a  prairie, and  a  m ost 
favorab le  region, and  he  s ta ted  th a t  th e  
am ount I  su b m itted  on  estim ate  la s t 
year was $1,750,000 for th e  P em b in a  b ranch, 
b u t th a t  inc luded  m ore th a n  m y estim ate  
now  inc ludes  for th e  P em bina  branch , and  
for th e  reason, as hon. g en tlem en  w ill see, 
th e  h eavy  expend itu re  charged  to  th a t  
b ranch  for w orkshops, ro ll in g  stock, etc., 
w ill now  devolve u p o n  th e  com pany, and  
consequen tly  now  reduce th e  e stim ate  to  
$1,500,000.

H on. Mr. Mackenzie— G iv e  mi a  d e ta il o f 
th e  reductions.

S ir C h a s. Tuppbr— A ll 1 can  say is , th a t  I  
took  th e  estim ate  ot th e  eng ineer, charg in g  
w h a t was fairly chargeab le  to  th a t  road— 
b u ild in g s  in  connec tion  w ith  its  operation—  
and th e  a m o u n t o f th e  P em bina  b ran ch  wa» 
therefo re  p laced  a t  $1,750,000. W e now  
reduce th a t  by $250,000, because, as  I  
.say, th e  expend itu re  w e w ould  have
had to  m ake  im m ed ia te ly  in  connec
tion J |w i th  th e  w ork  now  devolves 
upon the  synd icate  u n d er th e  contract.
B it th e  H ouse w ill see th a t, acco rd ing  to  
th e  estim ate  w hich  I  la id  on  th e  ta b le  la s t 
y ear an d  w h ich  th e  hon. g en tlem an  th o u g h t 
a lto g e th er below  th e  m ark , th e  Pem bina  
b ranch, a  p ra irie  lin e  from  end to  end, w ith  
no  very heavy  b ridg ing , according to  m y 
ow n estim ate  la s t year w as over $ 20,000 a  
m ile, b u t w hen  i t  is  h an d ed  over to  th e  
Syndicate, $17,270 a  m ile. T h e  hon. g e n tle 
m an co n tin u ed  :— “ T h is  w ould  m ake 
th e  e n tire  cost o f th e  road w est 
o f L ak e  Superior, in c lu d in g  $1,440,-
000 for th e  C anada C en tra l subsidy,
$100,000 for th e  S e lk irk  bridge, and $300,-
000 for eng ineering  on  1,946 m iles, $89,002,- 
000.” Now, th e re  is  h is  cipinion. I  have 
show n th e  op in io n  o f th e  hon. leader o f th e  
O pposition  th a t  th is  w ork, for w h ich  we 
have show n th is  co n trac t asks P a rliam e n t to  
place a t  ou r d isposal $25,000,000, according 
to  th e  e stim ate  of th e  leader o f th e  O pposi
tio n  a  year ago was to  cost $ 120,000,000, 
and  accord ing  to  th e  estim ate , th e  m ore m a
tu re  and  reduced estim ate  o f h on. g en tlem an  
best qualified  to  ju d g e  on th a t  side o f th e  
House, was to  cost th is  co u n try  $89,002,000 
in  cash. T h e re  was no  q uestion  of land . W e 
were d ea lin g  w ith  th e  low er e stim ate  o f th e  
cost in  cash  ta k e n  o u t o f th e  treasu ry  o f Ca
nada, and  th o  estim ate  o f th e  hon. leader of 
th e  O pposition  was in  ro u n d  num bers $90,- 
080,000. B u t I  am  w rong. I  am  do ing  th e  
hon . g en tlem an  a  g rea t in ju s tice . T h e  case is a  
g rea t deal s tronger. I  am  n o t ab le  to  show 
th e re  is a  d iv e rs ity  o f op in io n  betw een th e  
hon. gen tlem en . I  find  th a t  th ey  w orked i t  
p re tty  nearly  to  th e  sam e figure. I  was leav 
ing  o u t th a t  sec tion  n o rth  of L ake  Superior, 
b u t th e  hon. m em ber from  L am bton  brings 
th a t  in  and show s th a t  w est of L ak e  Superior 
from  T h u n d er Bay to  th e  Pacific th e  low est 
th a t  we cou ld  b u ild  i t  for w as $89,- 
000,000 in  cash. L e t u s see  w ha t 
he says a b o u t th e  ra ilw ay  to  th e  
head  of L ak e  S u p e rio r:— “ W hile  from  F o r t  
W illiam  to  N ipissing , 650 m iles, estim atin g  
th e  cost a t  $50,000 per m ile , w ould  m ake i t  
$32,500,000, o r a  to ta l o f $121,700,000.” So 
th a t  th ese  g e n tlem en  are  n o t open  to  th e  
ch allenge  th a t  on  a  g re a t pu b lic  ques
tio n  th e ir  estim ates  differ, a fte r care
fu l consideration , w e igh ing  w ell th e  
resp o n sib ility  o f p lac in g  before th e  
H ouse s ta tem e n ts  th a t  w ere cau tious, ju d i
c ious an d  safe, upon  w h ich  th e  peop le  of 
■this co u n try  cou ld  safely base th e ir  e s ti
m ates, b o th  o f th e se  g en tlem en  agreed  a 
y ear ago to  b u ild  th e  C anada Pacific R a il
w ay w ith  m oney borrow ed for t he  purpose 
and  expended  in  c a s h ; th e  c o rrec t estim ate  
th a t  th is  ra ilw ay  from  L ak e  N ip issing  to  
P o rt M oody, B u rra rd  In le t, cou ld  be accom 
plished  for was $120,000,0000 to  $121,700,- 
000. T h e  hon. g en tlem an  c o n tin u ed : “ I t  
w ill be observed, if  we app ly  th e  figures as
1 app ly  them , th a t  is c a lcu la tin g  th e  exp en 
d itu re  east o f R ed R iver be tw een  L ake  
Superior and  S elk irk , th a t  i t  w ould  be im 
possib le  to  ob ta in  th e  sam e charac te r o f road 
as to  g rad ien ts  and  cu rva tu re  for less 
th a n  I  h ave  e stim ated . I  am  sure  
I  am  w ith in  th e  lin e  in  s ta tin g  
th e se  figures, an d  th a t  i t  w ould  be im possible 
to  c o n stru c t a n y th in g  th a t  cou ld  be called  a 
railw ay, a n y th in g  b e tte r th a n  a  tram w ay for 
less.” T h a t a m o u n t was $84,000,000, a n d  yet 
i t  was on ly  to  be a  tram w ay, and  th e  only 
possib le  m eans of g e ttin g  a  lin e  th a t  could 
be called  a  ra ilw ay  was by an  ex p en d itu re  of 
$ 121,000,000. H e co n tin u es  :— “ T h e  hon. 
M in ister o f R ailw ays th in k s  i t  m a tte rs  li t t le  
w h a t g rades we have w est o f W inn ipeg . He 
th in k s  i t  w ill suffice for traffic. I  observe 
th a t  th e  ch ie f engineer, w ith  h is  usual 
caution , does n o t speak  o f i t  as th e  Canadian 
Pacific R ailw ay a t  a ll ; he  speaks of i t  as a 
co lon ization  road, and  i t  is  on ly  t h a t  T he 
hon. M in ister of R ailw ays who is en titled  
to  th e  c red it o r  d iscred it o f  th is  
p lan  o f deg rad ing  th e  ra ilw ay  in to  
a  tra c k  th a t  w ill n o t be fit for heavy  traffic.” 
I  am  th a n k fu l for sm all favors, and  I  
am  w illin g  to  ta k e  th e  c red it o r d is 
c red it o f h av in g  s ta ted  fran k ly  to  th e  H ouse 
th a t  m y idea  was n o t to  ob ta in  a  first class 
railw ay, b u t th e  cheap est descrip tion  o f road 
th a t  w ould answ er for co lon ization  purposes. 
I  have  g iven  th e  H ouse th e  e stim ate  o f th e  
tw o hon . gen tlem en , and  I  shou ld  be w anting  
very  m uch  in  m y d u ty  to  th e  H ouse if  I did 
n o t show  th em  th a t  th a t  hon. g en tlem an  
h im se lf d id  n o t regard  th e  c o n stru c tio n  of 
th e  Canada Pacific R ailw ay as no v e ry -ligh t 
m atte r, an d  h e ld  very  m uch  th e  views and 
o p in ions of h is  tw o  hon. colleagues.

SIR R. CARTWRIGHT’S ESTIMATES.

Sir .Richard C artw righ t, in  1874, in h is  b udget 
speech, said :— “In  order r ig h tly  to  under
s tan d  th e  e x te n t o f th e  bu rden  w« 
w ould  be requ ired  to  ta k e  upon ourselves fo’ 
th e  construction  o f th e  C anadian Pacific Rail 
way, i t  m ust be rem em bered  th a t  th e  lowes* 
e stim ate  for b u ild ing  th is  road  to  th e  Pacifi* 
is som eth ing  over $ 100,000,000, an d  this, toe 
on  th e  supposition  th a t  a  very  m uch  longe 
tim e w ouldj be g iven  for construction . Now 
M r. C hairm an, I  spoke before recess of th* 
expense a ris in g  from  th e  w orking of th e  In  
te rco lon ia l R ailw ay a nd  o ther ra ilw ays o f th< 
D om inion, chiefly  in  th e  M aritim e Province* 
T he deficiencies re su ltin g  from  th e se  sources 
am o u n t to  th e  ex trao rd inary  sum  o f abou t 
$1 ,2 6 0 ,0 0 0 . I  desire  to  call th e  special a tte n 
tio n  o f th e  H ouse to a  fact w hich  m u s t be c lear 
to  every hon. g en tlem an  th a t  these  ra ilw ays 
ru n  for th e  m ost p a rt th ro u g h  a  coun try  w hich  
has been se ttled  for th e  la s t 60 o r 6 0  years. 
I canno t refer, of course, to  th e  la c t th a t  these  
ra ilw ays en ta il s r c h  an  enorm ous e x p en d i
tu re  w ith o u t its  becom ing  a p p aren t to  th e  
H ouse th a t  tn e  cost o l m a in ta in in g  a  ra ilw ay 
n early  3 ,0 0 0  m iles in  leng th , passing  th ro u g h  
a  coun try  a lm ost en tire ly  u n inhab ited , m ust 
o f necessity  be very  m uch g reater. P o r  a 
long  tim e afte r th e  con stru c tio n  of th e  ra il
way an  enorm ous charge m u s t be en ta iled  to  
k eep  th e  line  iu  fu ll w ork ing  order and  good 
repair, a u d  th is  fact m u s t be s tead ily  k e p t 
s ig h t o f  in  conside ring  th e  real charac te r of 
th e  pro ject.” I  tru s t  I  have g iven  to  th e  
H ouse sufficient evidence to  show n o t on ly  
th a t  th e  p roposition  w h ich  we 
h ave tho h onor to  su b m it for th e  
approval o f P a rliam e n t is one e n title d  to  
th e ir  favorable consideration , n o t on ly  th a t  
it is g iea tly  w ith in  tb e  a m o u n t voted  by ta is  
H ouse iu 1673, a ” ’ 'subsequently in  1874, for 
th e  c o n s tru c ts  ! th e  C anadian  Pacific 
Railw ay, b u t th a , . . .  is  a  c o n trac t based  upon 
figures low  as com pared w ith  those w hich  
th ese  hon. g en tU m en  opposite , a fte r a l l  th e  
•*p»rienoe th a t  jthey  had  hud fn oonneotioiT

w ith  th is  g rea t, w ork, regarded as a lto g e th e r 
insuffic ien t for its  construction , w ith o u t re 
ference to  th e  p rov ision  o f a  s ing le  d o l
la r  for th e  purpose of secu rity  o f th e  
operation  of th e  road  afterw ards.
I  tru s t  I  have  g iven  to  th e  grouse sufficient 
ev idence to  show  n o t o n ly  th a t  th e  p roposal 
w h ich  I  have th e  hon o r to  su b m it to  P a rlia 
m e n t is fitted  to  th e ir  favorable  consideration , 
n o t on ly  th a t  i t  is  g rea tly  w ith in  th e  am o u n t 
vo ted  hy th is  H ouse in  1873 and  su b seq u en t
ly  in  1874 fo r th e  co n stru c tio n  o f th e  C ana
d ian  Pacific Sailw ay, b u t th a t  i t  is  a  oon trac t 
based  up o n  figures w hich , com pared  w ith  
those  w hich  hen . g en tle m en  opposite  a fte r 
a l l  th e ir  experience in  conn ec tio n  w ith  th is  
w ork  regarded  as a lto g e th e r insu ffic ien t for 
its  construction , a re  fa r m ore favorab le  to  
th is  oonntry.

▲ w naiT Y  bbsfoksibiiitt.

N ow, I  am  bou n d  to  say I  n ev er f e l t ( 
m ore  g ra te fu l to  P a rliam e n t in  m y 
life  th a n  w hen, n o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  s ta r tlin g  
s ta tem en ts  m ade  by  th e se  hon . gen tlem en , th is  
H ouse p laced  100,000,000 acreB a t th e  d is 
posal of th is  G o vernm en t for th e  p u r
pose o f co n stru c tin g  th e  C anad ian  Pacific 
B ailw ay. I  knew  th a t  every  in te llig e n t 
g en tle m an  in  th e  H ouse an d  o u t of i t  regard 
ed  th a t  m easu re  as  o f  v ita l im p o rtan ce  to  
th e  o o n n try ; I  k n o w  th e y  fe lt i t  was a  d u ty  
we owed to  th e  oonntry  to  g e t a lo n g  w ith  
th is  g » a t  w ork , n o tw ite tan d in g  th e  eno r
m ous liab ility  invo lved , an d  n o tw ith s tan d 
in g  th e  enorm ous dem ands m ade upon  th e  
T reasu ry  of th e  c o u n try ; I  k n ew  th a t, 
ob liged  as we w ere to  som e e x te n t to  a c t 
upon  th e  b est ju d g m e n t we cou ld  form , b u t 
to  a c t experim en tally , I  knew  i t  was a  g rea t 
dem and  to  m ake  upon  P a rliam e n t for th e  
G overnm en t to  ask, for pow ers to  proceed 
w ith  th is  g rea t w ork, b u t we fe lt  th a t, in as
m uch  as th e  con stru c tio n  of th is  road was 
requ ired  to  develop  th e  g rea t N orthw est, in 
asm u ch  as i t  was ab so lu te ly  necessary  to  
m ake th a t  co u n try  w h a t i t  cou ld  be m ade 
au d  to  increase  th e  p o pu la tion  an d  resources 
o f th e  w ho le  D om inion, th a t  we w ere w arran t
ed  in  a c tin g  up o n  th e  po licy  th a t  lands 
o therw ise  useless sh o u ld  be  u tiliz e d  for 
th e  pnrpose  o f construction . T h e  H ouse 
can  u n d ers tan d  th a t  we fe lt fu lly  th e  re 
sp o n sib ility  o f a sk in g  for th is  enorm ous 
am o u n t o f pu b lic  m oney to  be  expended, b u t 
feeling  as we d id  th a t  w hen  w e h ad  co n stru c t
ed  th e  w o rk  from  en d  to  end  an d  w ere rea lly  
to  opera te  it, th e  s t i l l  h eav ier resp o n sib ility  
re s ted  upo n  th e  co u n try  of p ro v id ing  th e  
m eans o f successfu lly  opera ting  th a t  road, for 
no  m an  oould s h u t o u t o f s ig h t th e  serious 
resp o n sib ility  th a t  th e  opera tion  o f 3,000 
m iles o f ra ilw ay  th ro u g h  such  a  coun try  
w ould  en ta il. B u t P a rliam en t fe lt th a t  th e  
c o n stru c tio n  o f th is  road  was abso lu tely  
necessary to  th e  d evelopm en t o f Canada, and 
th ey  generously  gave to  th e  G o vernm en t the  
a ss is tance  we asked  for. B u t th e y  d id  i t  
u n d er th e  conv ic tion  th a t  we in ten d e d  to 
a p p ly  th o se  la n d s  in  such  a  w ay as 
w ould  u ltim a te ly  secure th e  peop le  of 
th e  o ld e r p rov inces ag a in s t tax a tio n  for 
th e  purpose  o f c o n stru c tin g  th e  railw ay. 
T h e  G overnm en t w ere sensib le  o f th is  gener
ous fee ling  on  th e  p a rt o t th e ir  supporte rs  in 
th is  H ouse in  su sta in in g  us, n o tw ith s ta n d 
in g  th e  fear an d  th e  a la rm  th a t  i t  w as sought 
to  create  in  th is  H ouse by hon. g e n tlem en  
opposite, w hen  th e y  found them selves in  a 
position  to  c ritic ise  th e  very  m easure  ior 
w hich  th e y  had  asked  th e  H ouse to  give 
th e m  th e  pow er o f carry in g  i t  th rough . I  say 
th e  H ouse can  unders tan d  th e  p leasu re  w itb  
w h ich  w e m ee t th e  peop le  of C anada th ro u g h  
th e ir  rep resen ta tiv es  to -n ig h t, a n d  are  en 
ab led  to  say to  th e m  th a t  by  th e  m eaiie 
w hich  we w ere au th o rised  to  u se  for th e  con
s tru c tio n  o f th is  w ork, th a t  we are  in  a  po 
sition  to  s ta te  n o t on ly  th a t  th e  e n tire  con
s tru c tio n  from  end  to  end, b u t th a t  th e  re 
sponsib ility  o f o pe ra ting  i t  hereafte r is to  be 
tak e n  off th e  shou lders of th e  C anadian  Gov
ern m en t, in  considera tion  o f som e
th in g  lik e  th e  cost to  th e  coun try  
of $ 2,000,000 per annum , n o t  com m encing  
now , how ever, b u t th a t  w ill be th e  
u ltim a te  cost, a ssu m in g  th a t  w e have  to  pay 
for over in te re s t on  a ll th e  m oney th e  sy n d i
cate w ill ob ta in  u n d er th is  con trac t. W hen 
we are  in  a  position  n o t on ly  to  show  th a t, 
b u t to  show  th a t  o u t o f th e  100,000,000 acres 
o f la n d  th a t  P a rliam en t p laced  tw o years ago 
a t  our disposal, we have 75,000,000 acres left 
w itb  w hich  to  m ee t th e  $ 2,000,000 o f expendi
tu re , an d  th a t  ex p en d itu re  w ill be d im in ished  
u n til  a t  no  d is ta n t day  we w ill n o t o n ly  have 
th e  p roud  satisfac tion  o f seeing  C anada as
sum e a n  advanced  an d  tr iu m p h an t position , 
b u t th a t  she w ill be re lieved  from  th e  exp en 
d itu re  o f a  s ing le  d o lla r in  conn ec tio n  w ith 
th e  c o n stru c tio n  o r o p e ra tio n  o f  th is  railw ay.

BTRBHGTHBNHD I T  C R IT IC IS M .

I  m ay  say th a t  I  have been  g rea tly  gratified
a t th e  c ritic ism s th a t  h ave  been  bestow ed 
u p o n  th e  p roposition  we are  su b m ittin g  to 
P a rliam en t. N o th in g  has g iven  m ore confi
dence  in  th e  soundness o f  ou r posi
tio n  an d  th e  im pregnab le  a ttitu d e  we 
occupy  in  P arliam en t, o r o u t o f it, 
th a n  th e  c ritic ism s to  w hich  th is  schem e has 
been  subjected  by  th e  press, so far as  I  have 
seen. F ir s t  I  m ay speak  o f th e  O ttaw a Citi
zen. I  find th a t  in  th e  c ritic ism s o f th a t  
paper, to  w hich , a t  a ll  even ts, we w ere en ti
tled  to  look  for a  fa ir and  d ispassionate  c r i t i
cism , th e  ed ito r o f th a t  paper has ev iden tly  
handed  over h is  ed ito ria l co lum ns n o t only 
to  a  h o stile  hand , b u t to  a  d isingenuous 
w riter, w ho  w as n o t w illin g  to  p u t  facts fairly  
before th e  coun try , and  th is  s tren g th e n s  m e 
in  m y  co nv ic tion  o f th e  soundness of th e  
p roposition  we are  su b m ittin g  to  P arliam en t. 
I f  th a t  co n trac t con ta ined  ob jectionab le  fea
tu res  to  w hich  th e  a tte n tio n  of P a rliam en t 
m ig h t be called , and  th a t  w ere sufficient to  
condem n  it, w here  was th e  n ecessity  o f the. 
person w ho  w ro te  th e  c ritic ism  in  th e  Citizen, 
for m is ta tin g  every  c lau se  o f th e  con trac t 
th a t  he com m ented  upon, from  b eg in n in g  to  
end ? I  say n o th in g  has m ore s treng thened  
m y oonvic tion  o f th e  soundness o f th is  m ea
sure, w h e th er i t  was th e  O ttaw a Citizen, from  
w hich I  had  hoped b e tte r th in g s , or 
from  th e  Free Press, from  w h ich  I  d id  n o t 
ex p ec t an y  d ifferen t tre a tm en t, or th e  Globe 
n ew spaper o f T o ron to  ; an d  w hen  I  tak e  up  
th ese  papers and  find th a t  in  every  critic ism  
every  s ing le  g round  o f a tta ck  is based  upon 
m is ta tem en ts  o f w h a t th e  co n trac t contains, 
I  am  confirm ed in  m y op in ion  th a t  th e y  
found th a t  co n trac t un im peachab le , and  
th a t  a  fa ir an d  cand id  c ritic ism  w ould  com 
pel th em  to  g ive  th e ir  a dhesion  to  it. W hen  
1 look a t  those c ritic ism s I  am  rem inded  o f 
th e  position  a  g en tlem an  w ould  occupy who 
had  m ade a  co n trac t for co n stru c tio n  o f th e  
G rea t E as te rn  SS., g rea te r in  e x te n t an d  in 
vo lv ing  a  g rea te r ex p en d itu re  th a n  any  
o th e r  sh ip  th a t  ever was b u il t  in  th e  w orld. 
But, sir, I  am  rem inded  of w h a t w ould  be th e  
b e tte r p o sitio n  o f a  m an  who, a fte r b u ild in g  
a  sh ip  and  fin ish ing  i t  com plete  in  every  re 
spect, w ould  be to ld  by h is  em ployers th a t  
th e  sh ip  was a ll  r ig h t in  design , m ateria l 
an d  w orkm ansh ip , b u t th a t  th e re  w as a  li t t le  
tw is t in  th e  jo lly  boat w hich  th e y  d id  n o t 
like , and  ou  th a t  account th e y  d id  n o t th in k  
they  would ta c k le  h er. I  say, tb a t  w hen  we 
com e dow n to  P a rliam en t w ith  a  g re a t m ea
sure  lik e  th is , w hen  we occupy a  position  in  
respect to  th e  probab le  com ple tion  o f th is  
g re a t w ork, w hich  tw e lv e  m on ths  ago th e  
m ost sangu ine  m an  in  th e  coun try  cou ld  n o t 
have hoped  we w ould  occupy, th e se  hon. 
g en tlem an  hesita te . T h ey  say, a lth o u g h  you 
have found  g en tlem en  w ith  g rea t rosourccs 
a t  th e ir  com m and, to  go forw ard w ith  an  e n 
te rp rise  so essen tia l to  th e  p rogress o f C ana
da, a lth o u g h  th e  w ork is  to  be com ple ted  on 
a purely  com m ercial basis, these  gen tlem en , 
h irin g  th e ir  hacks  as they  have been  obliged  
to  d o  upon th a ir  ow n declara tions  again  a n d  
again  declared} s till com plain  of an a rm o rs*

m e n t  w h ic h  h a p p i ly  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e n a b le d  
to  p la c e  b efo re  P a r l ia m e n t .  B u t  fo r  th e  
r e m a rk s  o f  h o n . g e n t le m e n  o p p o s ite  w h ic h  
h a v e  le d  m e  to  b e l ie v e  to  th e  c o n tra ry , I  
■should h a v e  th o u g h t  t h a t  th i s  w as  a  m e a s 
u re  to r  w h ic h  I  c o u ld  h a v e  c o n f id e n tly  a sk e d  
th e  s u p p o r t  n o t  o n ly  o f  th o s e  w h o  u s u a lly  
s u p p o r t  t h e  G o v e rn m e n t , b u t  o f  h o n . g e n t le 
m e n  o p p o s ite , w h o  s to o d  c o m m it te d  b y  th e i r  
w t e s  a n d  b y  th e  s t r o n g e s t  p o s s ib le  s ta te -  
S M nts  o f  th e i r  le a d e r s  to  t h e  s u p p o r t  of 
te r m s  fo r  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th i s  w o rk  
m u c h  le s s  f a v o ra b le  th a n  th o s e  e m b o d ie d  in  
th e  p r e s e n t  o o n tra o t. “B u t ,” say  th e s e  h o n . 
g e n t le m e n , “w e d o n ’t  l i k e  t h e  C o m p a n y ”— a  
r e m a rk  m o s t  l ib e l lo u s  a n d  in s u l t in g  to  th e  
g e n t le m e n  w h o  co m p o se  th e  s y n d ic a te .

H o n . M r. M aokenbib— W h o  s a id  so  ?
S ir  C has Tcppbk— The o rg a n  o f  th* hon. 

g e n t le m a n  i n  th i s  c ity .
H o n . M r. M ao k b b iib — D o  you m e a n  th e  

Citizen t
S ir  C has. Tuppbe— W e ll, p e r h a p s  t h e  Citi

zen is  n o w  th e  o rg a n  o f  t h e  h o n . g e n t le m e n  
o p p o s ite . I  k n o w  t h a t  w i th in  th e  s h o r t  
s p a c e  o f  24 h o u rs  th e y  w e re  a b le  t o  t a k e  th e  
T im tt o u t  o f  o u r  h a n d s  b y  so m e m e a n s — a 
“p u l lm a n  d e v ic e ,” I  b e l ie v e , th e y  c a lle d  
i t ; b u t ,  s ir, I  d o  n o t  fee l s u rp r is e d  
t h a t  h o n . g e n t le m e n  re je c t  w i th  sc o rn  
th e  im p u ta t io n  t h a t  th e  Free P r e ti  is  th e i r  
o rg a n  o r  s p e a k s  th e i r  s e n t im e n ts — a  jo u r n a l  
t h a t  a t te m p ts  t o  th ro w  o b lo q u y  u p o n  g e n t le 
m e n  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  s ta n d in g  in  C an a d a  a n d  
in  th e  B r i t i s h  E m p ir e .  H o n . g e n t le m e n  d o  
n o t  l i k e  th e  C o m p a n y , b u t  o n e  w o u ld  s u p 
p o s e  t h a t  t h e i r  id e a s  h a d  u n d e rg o n e  r e v u l 
s io n  u p o n  t h a t  q u e s tio n .

TH* MBMBBRS or THI SYNDICATE.

T h e  g e n t le m e n  w h o  b a v e  u n d e r ta k e n  
t h i s  w o rk  s ta n d  b e fo re  th e  p e o p le  
o f th i s  c o u n try  to -d a y  in  th e  s tro n g 
e s t  p o s it io n  t h a t  i t  is  p o s s ib le  fo r 
g e n t le m e n  to  o c c u p y  i n  r e la t io n  to  a  g r e a t  
e n te rp r is e  s u c h  a s  th i s .  T h e  C a n a d ia n s  e n 
g a g e d  in  t h e  e n te r p r is e  a r e  m e n  w h o  a re  
s e c o n d  to  n o n e  in  r e s p e c t  o f  c o m m e rc ia l 
s ta n d in g  a n d  c a p a c ity , a n d  b y  th e i r  su ccess  
in  c a r ry in g  o u t  th e i r  g r e a t  r a i lw a y  e n te rp r is e s , 
t h e y  h a v e  a ffo rd e d  u s  t h e  b e s t  p o ss ib le  
g u a r a n te e  fo r  th e  m a n n e r  i n  w h ic h  th e y  w il l  
fu lfil th e i r  e n g a g e m e n ts  w ith  th e  G o v e rn 
m e n t  a n d  th e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  C an a d a . I  m a y  
b e  to ld  t h a t  th e  o w n e rs  o f  th e  S t. P a u l, M in 
n e a p o lis  & M a n ito b a  R a ilw a y  a re  m e m b e rs  o f 
th i s  s y n d ic a te , a n d , s ir , I  a m  p ro u d  to  k n o w  
t h a t  t h a t  is  th e  fac t, a n d  fo r th i s  r e a s o n :— I  
say  t h a t  s ta n d in g  o u ts id e  o f  th i s  a s s o c ia tio n , 
th e y  w ere  in  a  p o s i t io n  o f  a n ta g o n is m  to  
C an ad a , b e c a u se  th e y  w e re  t h e  o w n e rs  o f  a  
l in e  o f  ra i lw a y  to  th e  s o u th  o f  th e  G re a t 
N o r th w e s t  a n d  o f  la rg e  t r a c t s  o f  f e r t i le  la n d  
c o n tig u o u s  t o  t h a t  ra i lw a y . W e  a l l  k n o w  
t h a t  th e  g r e a t  b a r r ie r  to  th e  s u c c e ss fu l d e 
v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  N o r th w e s t  w as t h a t  i n  th e  
a b s e n c e  o f  a  C a n a d ia n  P a c if ic  R a ilw a y  o u r  
im m ig ra t io n  w as  o b lig e d  to  f i l te r  th r o u g h  th e  
te r r i to r ie s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , a n d  th e  
g r e a t  effo rts  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  s e c u re  
im m ig ra t io n  in to  th e  U . 8 ., a n d  in te r c e p t  
th o s e  w h o  w e re  o n  th e  w ay  to  o u r  N o r th 
w e s t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  m a d e  b y  th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
o f  t h a t  c o u n try  o r  b y  th e  le g is la tu r e  o f  th e  
S ta te s , b u t  b y  th e  r a i lw a y  c o m p a n ie s , w h o  
h a v e  a  p e rs o n a l in t e r e s t  i n  b r in g in g  th e s e  
im m ig ra n ts  in to  th e i r  o w n  te r r i to r ie s .  W h y , 
s ir , w e h a v e  a n n e x e d  a  la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  
S ta te  o f  M in n e s o ta  to  C a n a d a  in  th i s  w ay, 
a n d  a n y  m a n  w ith  a  h e a d  o n  h is  sh o u ld e rs  
w ill see  a t  o n c e  t h a t  a  C o m p a n y  w h o  h a v e  
e n g a g e d  to  b u i ld  a n d  o p e ra te  a  ro a d  650 
m ile s  fro m  T h u n d e r  B ay  to  N ip is s in g , a n d  
w h o  a re  to  b e  th e  o w n e rs  o f  o n e  th o u s a n d  
m ile s  o f  ro a d  f ro m  R e d  R iv e r  to  N ip is s in g , 
c a n n o t  affo rd  to  d o  a n y th in g  le s s  t h a n  a t 
t r a c t  a lo n g  t h a t  r o u te  a n d  fro m  th e  ra i lw a y s  
to  th e  s o u th  a  v o lu m e  o f  im m ig r a t io n  to  
s e t t le  t h e  la n d s , fo r  t h a t  a lo n e  c a n  m a k e  
th e i r  e n te r p r is e  su c c e s s fu l. T h e  in t e r e s t  
w h ic h  th e s e  g e n t le m e n  w i l l  h a v e  i n  th e  
C an a d a  P ac ific  R a i lw a y  w ill b e  te n  
fo ld  g re a te r  th a n  a n y  in te r e s t  
t h e y  e v e r  h a d  i n  th e  S t.  P a u l ,  M in n e a p o lis  & 
M a n ito b a , a n d  I  c a re  n o t  w h a t  th e i r  n a t io n 
a l i ty  m a y  b e  a s  th e  s ig n a to r ie s  o f  t h a t  c o n 
t r a c t ,  C a n a d a  p o sse sse s  i n  th e m  th *  m o s t  
u n d o u b te d  e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e y  w ill s p a re  n o  
e ffo rt to  s e c u re  tra ffic  o n  th e  C a n a d ia n  P acific  
R a ilw a y . T h e  h o n . g e n t le m e n  s e e m e d  to  
t h i n k  t h a t  th i s  c o m p a n y  w o u ld  n o t  b e a r  th e  
s c ru t in y  a n d  in v e s t ig a t io n  which w a i  d e s ir 
ab le .

H o n . M r. M ao k b h iib — Who sa id  so  T
S ir  Chas. T oppbh— I  h o p e  I  d id  n o t  d o  th e  

le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s i tio n  a n  in ju s t ic *  w h e n  I  
th o u g h t  t h a t  m y  m e n t io n  o f  th e  c o m p a n y  
w as re c e iv e d  b y  h im  in  th e  w a y  in  w h io h  h e  
u s u a l ly  re c e iv e s  a  s e n t im e n t  w i th  w h ic h  h e  
d o es  n o t  ag ree .

H o n . M r. B l a k i — I  d o  mot fa it*  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  b o n . g e n t le m a n .

S ir  C hablbs T u p p ib  —  I  s a y  t h a t  
t h a t  C o m p a n y  e m b ra c e s  c a p i ta l i s t s  b o th  o f  
o u r  o w n  a n d  o f  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  w h o  a r e  m e n  
o f  th e  h ig h e s t  o h a ra c te r ,  m e n  w h o se  n a m e s  
a re  th e  b e s t  g u a ra n te e s  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  affo rd ed  
th e  p e o p le  o f C a n a d a  t h a t  a n y  e n te rp r is e  
t h e y  m a y  u n d e r t a k e  w i l l  b e  su ccess fu l.

HOW THB CONTRAST SHOULD >■ COKSIDBBBD.

W ith  re g a rd  to  th *  te rm s  o f  t h e  c o n tra c t,  I  
d o  n o t  h e s i t a te  to  say  t h a t  n o  g re a te r  in ju ry  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  in f l ic te d  o n  th e  p e o p le  o f 
C a n a d a  th a n  to  h a v e  m a d e  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  
t h e  e n g a g e m e n t so  o n e ro u s  t h a t  in s te a d  o i 
e n s u r in g  th e i r  su cc e ss fu l fu lf i lm e n t, th e y  
w o u ld  h a v e  l* d  to  f a i lu re . I  s a y  t h a t  th e  
m o m e n t t h a t  c o n t r a c t  i s  s ig n e d  e v e ry th in g  
t h a t  m e n  c a n  d o  fo r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  o b ta in in g  
th e  b e s t  te rm s  in  t h e i r  p o w e r h a s  b e e n  don e , 
a lw a y s  u n d e r  th *  im p re s s io n  t h a t  w e 
o w ed  i t  t o  C a n a d a  to  m a k e  a  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  
w as c a p a b le  o f  fu lf i lm e n t, t o  g iv e  th o s e  g e n 
t l e m e n  a  f a i r  c o n tra c t ,  a n d  affo rd  th e m  a  fa ir  
o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  g ra p p l in g  w i th  th i s  g re a t , 
t h i s  g ig a n t ic  e n te rp r is e ,  t h a t  w e  w e re  so  
a n x io u s  to  t r a n s f e r  f ro m  o u r  s h o u ld e r s  to  
t h e i r s ; a n d  I  w o u ld  a s k  th i s  H o u se  w h e th e r  
t h e y  t h i n k  th i s  c o n t r a c t  in v o lv in g  th e  
g r e a t  b u s in e s s  a n d  im p o r ta n c e  t h a t  i t  does, 
is  o n *  to  s i t  d o w n  a n d  c a v il  o v e r  i n  th e  o r 
d in a ry  a c c e p ta t io n  o f  t h e  te r m  in  r e la t io n  to  
c o n tra c ts ,  a n d  to  d r iv e  t h e  m o s t d if f ic u lt 
b a rg a in  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  d r iv e n ,  a n d  p e rh a p s  
le a d  to  w h a t  o c c u rre d  w h e n  w e m a d e  th e  
c o n t r a c t  in  1873, w ith  te rm s  la rg e ly  i n  excess  
o f th o s e  t h a t  th i s  c o n t r a c t  c o n ta in s .  B u t  i t  
w as  n o t  a  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  w as  c a p a b le  
o f  fu lf i lm e n t, b e c a u se  t h e  p a r t ie s  
w e re  u n a b le  i n  th e  th e n  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th i s  
c o u n try  t o  r a is e  th e  o a p i ta l  t h a t  w as  n e c e s 
sa ry . N o w  w e a p p ro a c h  th i s  q u e s t io n  in  th i s  
s p ir i t ,  a n d  w o u ld  a s k  e v e ry  m e m b e r  o f  th i s  
H o u se  i f  w e  Bhould n o t  b e  u n w o r th y  e f  r e 
p r e s e n t in g  th e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  C a n a d a  in  th e  
d is c h a rg e  o f  th *  p u b lic  b u s in e s s  i f  w e  h a d  
n o t  f e l t  in  th e  in te r e s ts  o f C a n a d a  t h a t  th i s  
a r r a n g e m e n t s h o u ld  b e  o n e  t h a t  w o u ld  o b ta in  
t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  c a p i ta l  t h a t  w as re q u ir -  
ed , a n d  t h a t  w o u ld  e n a b le  th e  p a r t ie s  e n g a g 
e d  i n  th i s  g r e a t  w o rk  to  m a k e  i t  th o ro u g h ly  
su ccess fu l, a s  I  t r u s t  i t  w i l l  be . W e h a v e  
re a so n  to  k n o w  t h a t  all t h a t  a  c o m m a n d  o f 
c a p i ta l  c a n  d o  th e y  h a v e  t h e  a d v a n ta g e  of, 
a n d  h a v e  re a s o n  co k n o w  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  
s k i l l  a n d  e n e rg y  a n d  a k n o w le d g e  o f  
p re c is e ly  s u c h  w o rk  w il l  d o ^ h a s  b e e n  s e c u r
ed  in  o rd e r  to  m a k e  th i s  a  su c c e ss fu l 
c o n tra c t ,  a n d  I  w o u ld  a s k  h o n . g e n t le m e n  
o p p o s ite  w h a t  m o re  is  d e s ir a b le  o r  n ec essa ry . 
I  h a v e  re fe r re d  to  th e  p o s it io n  t h a t  th o s e  
g e n t le m e n  o cc u p y , b u t  I  w o u ld  j u s t  a s k  h o n . 
g e n t le m e n  o p p o s ite  w h e th e r  C an a d a  w o u ld  
l ik e ly  h a v e  th i s  c o n t r a c t  c a rr ie d  o u t w ith  th e  
su c c e ss  w e  all d e s ire , e x p e c t  a n d  h o p e  fo r, i f  
w e h a d  m a d e  th e  c o n t r a c t  w ith  th e  s tr o n g e s t  
b od y  o f  c a p i ta l i s ts  t h a t  co u ld  b e  fo u n d  in  tl ie  
c i ty  o f  L o n d o n ?  W h a t w o u ld  y o u  h a v e  
h a d  ? W e w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  a s  th e  f ir s t  th in g  a n  
E n g l is h  e n g in n e e r  w ith  e x t r a v a g a n t  id eas , 
t o t a l l y  ig n o r a n t  o f  th e  w o rk  a n d  c o n s tru c 
t i o n  o f  ra i lw a y s  th ro u g h  s u c h  a  c o u n try ,  a n d  
w e  w<TT(W H ave it t aXI d f l t a n t  d a y , n o  m u t te r

w h a t th e ir  resources m i^ h t be, a  p e rfec t faii. 
u re  in  th e ir  h an d s  ; a n d  worse th a n  th a t, you 
w ould  h ave  had  d iscred it b ro u g h t upo n  the 
co u n try  in  consequence o f th e  p arties  who had 
purch ased  th e ir  bonds fa ilin g  to  o b ta in  th a t 
in te re s t w h ich  th e y  ju s tly  expec ted  from  their 
in v estm en t. W h e th e r you look  a t  th e  Am e- 
rican , th e  C anadian  o r a t  th e  E ng lish , Frem . h 
o r G erm an  g en tlem en  associated  with thi;, 
en terp rise , I  believe th a t  C anada has been 
m ost fo rtu n a te  in  h av in g  th is  Work placed it 
th e ir  hands.

T H I  M O S R I T T  O B T A IN E D .

I t  is  s tated  th a t  th e  secu rity  ot 
$1 ,000,000 fo r th e  c a rry in g  o u t  o f  th e  con
t r a c t  is  to o  s m a ll .  T h e y  say  t h a t  a  paid-up 
c a p ita l  o f  $5 ,000 ,000  w ith in  tw o  years and  a 
d e p o s i t  o f  $6 ,000 ,000  is  to o  sm all. My o p in io n  
o f  s e c u r i ty  is  th i s ,  t h a t  p ro v id e d  y o u  g e t th e  
p a r t ie s  w h o  a re  m o s t l ik e ly  to  d e a l success
f u l ly  w ith  th e  m a tte r ,  t h e  le ss  se c u r i ty  you 
d e m a n d  th e  b e t te r ,  b e c a u se  ju s t  in  p ro p o r
t io n  a s  y o u  b a c k  u p  th e  re so u rc e s  o f  the  
p a r ty , th e  m o re  y o u  d e c re a s e  h is  p o w er to  
c a rry  o n  th i s  w o rk  su c c e ss fu lly .

H o n . M r. B l a k i — I n  o rd e r  to  im p ro v e  th e  
s itu a tio n , l e t  u s  s t r ik e  o u t  th e  c la u s e  a b o u t 
th e  m i l l io n  d o lla rs .

S ir  C h a r l e s  T u p p e r— O f c o u rso  w e  a re  
s p e a k in g  w i th in  a  c e r ta in  la t i tu d e ,  a n d  1 
w o u ld  a s k  th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  to  tu r n  h is  a t 
te n t io n  to  w h a t  w as a  s im i la r  w o rk  c o n s tru c 
te d  o n  th i s  c o n t in e n t— th e  U n io n  P ac ific  
R a ilw ay , a n d  I  w o u ld  a s k  h im  w h e th e r  th e  
c a p i ta l  o f  t h a t  c o m p a n y  w as la rg e r , o f  w h e 
th e r  th e  s e c u r i ty  g iv e n  b y  th e m  to r  th e  c o n 
s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  ro a d  w as la rg e r  th a n  is  now  
o b ta in e d  w ith  th i s  c o m p a n y . H e  m a y  e x 
a m in e  in to  t h e  .c a rry in g  o u t  o f a n y  o f  th o s e  
g r e a t  w o rk s , a n d  h e  w ill  f in d  t h a t  tlSe s e c u r
i t y  t h a t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  h a d  w as c o n 
fid e n ce  in  th e  p a r t ie s  e n g a g e d  in  th e  
p ro je c ts  t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  c a rry  th e m  o u t  to  
c o m p le t io n . T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  w il l  find  
t h a t  u n d e r  th i s  a r r a n g e m e n t w e  h a v e  th e  
b e s t  g u a ra n te e  t h a t  th e s e  w o rk s  w i l l  be 
p u s h e d  r a p id ly  t o  c o m p le t io n  u n d e r  th e  
c o n t r a c t  a s  n o w  p ro p o se d . T h is  c o n t r a c t  r e 
q u ire s  th e  p a r t ie s  to  c o m p le te  t h e  ro a d  in  
t e n  y e a rs , t h a t  i n  J u ly ,  1891, i t  s h a l l  be 
c a rr ie d  t o  c o m p le t io n , a n d  I  m a y  say , sir, 
a l th o u g h  th e  h o n . le a d e r  o f  th e  O p p o s itio n  
m a y  h a v e  fo r g o tte n  i t ,  h e  to o k  th e  l ib e r ty  a  
y e a r  a g o  o f  e x p re s s in g  h is  o p in io n , a n d  to  a 
c e r ta in  e x te n t ,  I  s u p p o se , h is  s y m p a th y  w ith  
t h e  d e p lo ra b le  c o n d i t io n  in  w h ic h  th e  m e m - « 
b e rs  f ro m  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  Q u eb ec  fo u n d  th e m 
se lv es. T h e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  sa id  t h a t  u Q u e
b ec  h a d  s p e n t  $11 ,000 ,000  w h ic h  s h e  could 
i l l-a ffo rd  fo r th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  a  p ro v in c ia l  
r a ilw a y , p r in c ip a l ly  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  ol 
ta p p in g  th e  P a c if ic  t r a d e . ^

T H E  P R O F IT S  T O  T H E  O LD ER  P R O V IN C E S.

Q ueb ec  h a d  s tr e tc h e d  o u t  h e r  a rm s  
to w a rd  th e  g r e a t  W e s t a s  fa r  a s  th is
c i ty  fo r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  s e c u r in g  th a t  
tra d e , a n d  t h e  q u e s t io n  is  h o w  s o o n  th a t  
e x p e n d itu r e  is  to  b e  m a d e  a v a ila b le . H er 
ro a d  is  p a y in g  a s  i t  is . W h a t  Q u eb ec  e x 
p e c te d  w a s  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  p a y  s o m e  f ra c t io n  
o t in t e r e s t  o n  i t s  c o n s tru c t io n ,  b u t  th e y  also 
e x p e c te d  i t  w o u ld  b e a r  a  g r e a t  t id e  o f  W es - 
te r n  tra ffic  in to  h e r  p r in c ip a l  c i t ie s ,  a n d  b rin g  
p ro s p e r i ty  t o  h e r  p e o p le , b u t  u n le s s  som e 
th r o u g h  c o n n e c t io n  is  m a d e , th e s e  e x p e c ta 
t io n s  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  Q u eb ec  w o u ld  n o t 
b e  r e a l is e d , t h a t  i f  th e  e a s te rn  e n d  w as n o t 
c o n s tru c te d  t i l l  th e  w e s te rn  e n d  w as  f in is h 
ed , h e  h o p e d  th e y  w o u ld  a l l  b e  a l iv e  to  en joy  
th e  r e s u l ts .” I  w ill  n o t  s ay  t h a t  th e r e  wad 
a n y  sa rc a s m  in  th e s e  r e m a rk s  ; I  w il l  n o t  say 
t h a t  th e  h o n . g e n t le m a n  w as  n o t  s h e d d in g  
te a r s  o f  s y m p a th y  w h e n  h e  w a s  b e m o a n in g  
th e  h a p p y  fa te  o f  Q ueb ec , b u t  w h e re  are 
N o v a  S co tia , N ew  B ru n s w ic k , P r in c e  E d w a rd  
I s la n d ,  a n d  w h e r ^ i s  t h e  P ro v in c e  o f  O n ta r io  ? 
W h y , th e y  s ta n d  i n  a  p o s i t io n  to -d a y  th a t  
a  y e a r  a g o  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  la u g h e d  
a t  i f  w e  h a d  v e n tu r e d  to  p re d ic t .  I f  w e  h ad  
s a id  a  y e a r  a g o  t h a t  b y  th i s  s e s s io n  w e w o u ld  
b e  e n a b le d  to  p ro v id e  a  c o n t r a c t  b y  w h ic h  in  
1891 a l l  t h e  c i t ie s  o f  th e s e  p ro v in c e s  w o u ld  
h a v e  e a sy  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  th o  g re a t 
N o r th w e s t  te r r i to r ie s  o f  C an a d a , i t  w o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e re d  im p o s s ib le  o f  a t ta in ,  
m e n t .  W h a t  is  o f  m o re  v i t a l  im p o r ta n c e  to  
th i s  p ro v in c e  a n d  th e  c i t ie s  o f  th e  E a st, 
Q ueb ec , S t.  J o h n  a n d  H a lifa x , th a n  th a t  they 
s h o u ld  h a v e  re a d y  a c c e s s  t o  th e  g r e a t  N o r th 
w e s t ? T h e  fa c t  i s  t h a t  t h a t  g r e a t  co u n try , 
w ith  i t s  m i l l io n s  o f  f e r t i le  a c re s , t h a t  y ie ld  
a b u n d a n t  r e tu rn s  t o  t h e  in d u s t r y  o f  a g r ic u l 
tu r i s t s ,  m u s t  fo r  y e a rs  t o  co m e, d u r in g  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h a t  v a s t  te r r i to ry ,  d e p e n d  
u p o n  th e  o ld e r  p ro v in c e s  fo r  i t s  m a n u fa c 
tu re s . T h e re fo re  i t  i s  o f  v i t a l  im p o r ta n c e  to  
e v e ry  s e c t io n  o f  C an a d a , a n d  to  no 
p o r t io n  m o re  t h a n  th e  N o r th w e s t, 
t h a t  th e r e  s h o u ld  b e  ea sy , r a p id  a n d  ch eap  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  e s ta b l is h e d  a t  a n  e a rly  day . 
N ow , s ir , I  w il l  d r a w  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  the  
H o u se  fo r  a  m o m e n t  to  w h a t  w il l  b e  a c c o m 
p lish e d . T h e  ro a d  is  to  b e  c o m m e n c e d  on 
th e  1 s t o f  J u ly  n e x t  a t  C a l le n d a r  station, 
n e a r  L a k e  N ip is s in g , a n d  u n d e r  th is  contract 
is  to  b e  p ro c e e d e d  w ith  pari passu a t  such an  
a n n u a l  r a te  o f  p ro g re s s  a s  w il l  secure th rough 
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  C a n a d ia n  P ac ific  Rail
w ay  by  1891. N ow , w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  d is 
ta n c e ,  e v e ry b o d y  k n o w s  t h a t  th e  construc 
t i o n  o f  th i s  l in e  w ill  s h o r te n  th e  d is tance  
b e tw e e n  a l l  o u r  g r e a t  c i t ie s  a n d  W innipeg , 
t h e  p r e s e n t  e m p o r iu m  o f  th e  N orthw est, l y  
so m e  500 m ile s , b u t  a s s u m in g  th a t 
w e h a d  to  g o  b y  th e  S a u lt  Sic. 
M arie  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  l in e  a t  th e  
n o r th  o f  L a k e  S u p e rio r , t h e  d is ta n c e  b y  th e  
S a u l t  a n d  D u lu th  w o u ld  be , f ro m  N ipissing  
to  S a u lt  S te . M arie  294 m ile s , fro m  S a u lt  S te. 
M arie  to  D u lu th  410 m ile s , a n d  fro m  D u lu th  
via E m e rs o n  to  W in n ip e g  464  m ile s , m aking  
t h e  to ta l  d is ta n c e  fro m  C a lle n d a r  S ta t io n  t > 
W in n ip e g  1,168 m ile s . T h a t  w as  th e  sh o it- 
e s t  r o u te  w h ic h  tw e lv e  m o n th s  a g o  th e  G ov
e r n m e n t  w ere  a b le  to  h o ld  o u t  a n y  expec ta
t i o n  o f  o b ta in in g . N ow , w e  p ro p o s e  to  secur« 
th e  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  a  th r o u g h  l in e , to  be com 
m e n c e d  o n  th e  1 s t o f  J u ly  n e x t ,  w h ic h  w ill 
s h o r te n  t h a t  d is ta n c e  b y  111 m ile s .

H o n . M r. B laxe— T h a t  is  1,057 m ile s  from  
W in n ip e g  to  S o u th e a s t  B ay.

S ir  C h a s. T upper— I t  is  1,006 m iles 
f ro m  N ip is s in g  a lo n g  T h u n d e r  Bay 
t o  W in n ip e g  i f  y o u  ta k e  th e  
la k e , o r  1,057 m ile s  b y  r a i l ,  th e  d is ta n c e  
fro m  C a l le n d a r  S ta t io n  to  L in k o p in g , th e  
s ta t io n  w h e re  th e  l in e  w ill  s t r ik e  th e  T h u n 
d e r  B ay  b ra n c h , b e in g  686 m ile s , a n d  th a t  
fro m  L in k o p in g  to  W in n ip e g  b e in g  371 
m i l e s ; so  t h a t  th e  H o u se  w ill  see  w e  h a v e  
th e  s h o r te s t  p o s s ib le  l in e  b y  w h ic h  to  reac h  
W in n ip e g . I t  w ill  a ls o  see  t h a t  th e  d is ta n c e  
fro m  M o n tre a l to  C a l le n d a r  S ta t io n  is  354 
m ile s , w h ile  th e  d is ta n c e  fro m  T o ro n to  by 
th e  G r a v e n h u r s t  l i n e  is  226 m ile s , o r  128 
m ile s  le ss  t h a n  t h a t  from  M o n tre a l I  m a j 
n o w  a d v e r t  f o r  a  m o m e n t to

l O V a  O T T H E  O B JE C T IO N S

w h ic h  n a v e  b e e n  u rg e d  a g a in s t  th is  
p ro p o s itio n . I  a m  to ld  th a t, th e  s tan d 
a r d  is  too low , t h a t  th e  s ta n d m d  
o f  th e  U n io n  P ac ific  R a ilw a y  is  a  very  u;i 
la v o ra b le  s ta n d a rd , a n d  th a t  w e o ugh t u> 
h a v e  s e le c te d  s o m e th in g  h ig h e r . W ell, i t  i> 
v e ry  w e ll , a f te r  h a v in g  o b ta in e d  th e  o p p o r
t u n i ty  o f  m a k in g  a  c o n tra c t ,  to  m a k e  severs 
s t ip u la t io n s ,  b u t  w h e n  I  h a v e  s ta ta d  to  th e  
H o u se  th e  te rm s  u n d e r  w h ic h  th e s e  g e n tle 
m e n  h a v e  u n d e r ta k e n  to  c o n s t r u c t  th i s  road,
I  t h i n k  y o u  w ill  a g re e  w i th  m e  t h a t  thoy 
w e re  e n t i t l e d  t o  a s  f a v o ra b le  c o n s id e ra t io n  
a s  w e c o u ld  g iv e  th e m . I  s h o u ld  l ik e  to  
k n o w  w h a t  p o s i t io n  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  of 
C a n a d a  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  in  w h o , a f te r  h a v 
in g  o ffered  $84 ,000 ,000  in  1873 to  th e  com 
p a n y  o f  w h ic h  S ir  H u g h  A lla n  w as th e  p re 
s id e n t  s h o u ld  a s k  t h e  g e n t le m e n  w h o  w ere  
u n d e r t a k in g  to  d o  th e  s a m e  w o rk  for 
$78 ,000 ,000 , to  m a k e  th o  te rm s  
m o re  o n e ro u s  t h a n  th o s e  o f  th e  
p re v io u s  co tf tr f f tt. T f a n y  hon*f g e n t le w e n


