KATHVj LANTERN, Betsy’s, to

sae the night-express go
flashing by. It wasagrand sight when
it came, incomparably uioro interesting
and mysterious in tha darkness than
ever iu the day, and Katie wondered
she had never thought so before ; but

she almost unconsciously raised her
lit,fcifl ]

By V. 0. STODDARD.

a.'nth In toil, the oonfortablo, nlii-
a.Hi.iicJ f 11 house, at the foot of ihe
113/iv H,d ror-ky lodge, had a most
i dc;tu\ls<ju(  Jjijj—i--—
wnthwa,j w
V.iliew

,uu swung it around
her head as she had used to wave her
handkerchief.

Could she believe her eyes'!

She almost refused to give them any
faith at first, but then there followed m
gi-.iok tUsh in her cheek and a warm
glow at her heart; tor she was sure
. v th“re had beeu an answering light, and
shield’s home. As for Kitie herself, 4o coyig almost picture a tall form in

with her sweet, fresh faos, aull T® gark-plue clothing, standing ou the plat-
merry brown eye3, the little valley ami

her ne-jUiug home were all tiie world to
hir—al), indeed, that she had eve: Sha knew very little of railway mat-
A*lit?2wii, for she had been but a wee ters, but was not so dull that there was
thin'/ when Grindfatlicr and Uriind- @nY special mystery in a change of
iijothct’ (n.wiiiii-ihiel | besame father trains by a conductor. —She did not let
and mother to hor, in placo. ot those Grandfather or Grandmother Crowuin-
whose faces she could hardly now re shield see her, however, tlie next even-
member. Neither did it ever occur to N9 When she again crept ont to the
li: r that she wasin any souse an heiress, 9at¢, almost smothering her little lan-
for she scorned rather to belong to the tern ; fur she had a half-fluttering sort
valley than the valley to her ; while the of dread that this second experiment
idea if anything had brought it to hor Might fail.
n.jnd, that her good old grandparents Fail? No; the greeting from the
were not to live forever, would hive train was as ready as was Kate’s own
turned the brightest June day to the “ 'rood evening,” and tho little lantern
glo'mtiest December. was likely thenceforth to be the ver>,
Bat, in these latter years, ono great, fo_remost of prime favo_rites with its
entity h«d painfully struggled into mistress.  And now, while th_e October
Katie's world, with au apparent, mission 4avs grew cooler and the plorious even-
to unite till- vallsy with rli-it great un- ings longer, Grandmother Orowinshield
known, which liv beyond tho liills aud P “Rii to grumble a little at t e disposi-
ledges. Katie hail seMj the ragged rift- tion her darling evinced to pay so many
cloven in the granite wall, watching it Visits to Aunt Betsy.
curiously from door or window, aud ~lt’s a long walk for you, a child.”
listening for the dull reports of tho blast- she said; “aud it’s through the cut.
ing charges, until the barrier was pierc- too. What if a railway train should
ed and the railway crept ont, and found come a*oug before you could get out?”
its way down through the valley ; and, “ O grandmamma, that’ll never hap-
ever since the trains began to run, slie pen,” laughed Katie; “ the railroad and
had connected with their the idea ot a | are very good friends."
life that was almost _human. _Sho_ had “Yoj ought to be.” said grandmother.
waved herhan_dkerchl_lfenthusmstlcally <1 never saw any living being care
tp the very firs train, and had been more for a dumb thing than you've
liberally responded to by passengers and always done for that there train.”
cmductor; and, although she had beon But grandmother was nearer
then a little girl and was now a young than Kitie; for only a night or so
lady, she nev r yet dreamed of any nu T X
nni Ismly baldness in giving tha saws after that—it must have been h.'t
Aunt Betsy’s clock was slow—fj.

hite signal of welcome, at times hen . X .
white sig W ' ! W Katie was iu the very middle of the cut

the. great railway mystery came rushiirr . .
g y my y when her ears were suddenly filled with
out of the cloven wall. There was one . R . .
I . . L, the shriclc and roar with which the train
train iu particular to which Katie’s at dashed in at the upper end
tentions were at last pretty well res- PP :
tricted—a through-express that went by Her
at (sight o'clock in the morning, and ment,
thero was another Irom the same direc- soring lightly upon a projecting rock
tion again at eight o’clock at night. that she hal often before noted as a
W ith the latter, for a very long time very available perch, she gathered her
K 1lii-shad felt no sort ot sv.np ttliy, sin.”1 fluttering dress moro closely about her

@ Away to the

.mud uud smiled the fertile

j, a goodly proportion of whose
a ref) apertuine 1to Grandfather Crown-
iushiidd, and along the cd;'e thereof
swept the curves of the railway, after
-shat R‘Btncid its birth in the cloven
ledge so very i*ear to Kitie Criviiin-

form between two "? the c>rs'

rigid

heart beat quickly for a mo-
but not with fear; for, as she

it ¢ mid, its she thought, neither see nor and exclaimed :

acknowledge courteous greeting?, while “ There, I'm safe enough ; but to
f.n the former, just as easily as her think of its coming so near !I"

owu <J*i'itp “good morning !” fluttered Near enough, indeed, and Kate
above the garden gate, so certai dv leaned back hard against tho crag
would there be a fleeting flash of white behind her: for it seemed as if she
to answer her from the platform of one could feel the breath of the iron

0 ’'the cars, or even from the engine it-
self, for that, too, happen_ed. And Katie she clutched more tightly the folds of
knew very well that, in these latter her shawl, and in the other she raised
days, at least, her ans.or had always o |antern, as if its feeble star could
co:n:i from th msamo hand. Atall, erect, o of some protection, and then her
ininly fellow he was dressed in dark grasp of it grew suddenly very tight,
blue cloth; and Kafio had been well jngeeq : for, leaning out a littlo from
avare, fora good while, that ne was the o hjjtform of a car, and looking for-
conductor of the train, but she had ward, as if impatient for the train to
never yet been near enough_to spea_k clear the cut, stood a tall, handsome
to him, or'get any.c.learer notlon' of his bearded man, iu dark-blue clothes,
face and its metiling than might be iy 5 jantern in his hand, and his
gl\{en r_1er iU those swift but aim isi eager, watching, expectant face, came
dglly glimoses. When or r_low_ he founq Jo very close to her own |

his way back to the beginning of hi’

porp'tuil journey, was a question that
Kitie never asked even of herself. It
was enough that every morning the Iso that she lier*elf had been seen, and
swift train brought him out of the nu Sho had even marked the swift paling
known country beyond the h'lls, and of the bronzed visage as it recognized
adle | a something, that had grown to her, and theu swept oil into the dark-
bs very pleasant, to the pcacc and quiet ness beyond.

monster on her cheek. 1In ono hand

It was like a flash of lightning ; but
K etie knew the face, aud she kne i

of her day. “ lie was afraid | would be hurt,”
Taerc; was something very note- she thought; and then she said aloud :
worthy, even to rail >vsy men, about th 2 But he must have seen how safe 1

the road broke in Wwas, up here on the rock. | don’t
upon this valley. A d'ep cut, a sharp bdieve he swung his lantern at our
curve, and a heavy down-grade, com- gardeii-gate to-night.”
bined to make the precise point where Katie did not relate hor adventure
tho conductor had learned to look for even to her grandmother, and on her
Katie’sgreeting an interesting one; and mxt visit to Aunt Betsy's she was care-
her white kerchief may even have seem- ful to coitus away in time.
ed to wave a species of congratulation
at his repeated safe passage of what
might at any time
into a danger.

Be that as it in.iv, the railway “cut”
had brought to Katie Crowninshield,

manner iu which

“1 don't want to get home so very
much too early,” she said to herself as
have shaped itself spha finished her visit and hurried her
departure; “ but I don’t liko being
caught iu tho cutatall. 1'm glad I’'m
so sure not to meet anybody. | be-
among other results, a shor.er and lieve 1'd want to hide away from a
easier path to the home of her aunt, her stranger, to-night, almost as much as
mother’s sister, who lived just a little from a railway train.”

Way beyond the ledge, and who was It was, indeed, an unusually dark
never satisfied if too many days passed ;.4 gloomy night, bnt Katie was des-
by without bringing the sunlight of ineq o lie disappointed in her hope of
Katie’s face across h r threshold. And getting through the cut without seeing
so Katie had gone and returned, many anybody. As has been said, the granite
and many a time, by the narrow path |oq5e had had necessarily been pierced
between tie granite walls. She had o5 3 eyrved line, so that no one stand
learned to walk t e rails like a rope- ing at one end of the cut, moderate as

dancer, and she, know tlie timo of every were its dimensions, couldsee more than
train too well, as she often told Aunt half way through.

Betsy, never to get herselfcaught iu the Aunt Betsy’s house was some little

cut.  Even ifshe should, she said, thon  yjstance from the upper entrance, and
were ever so many places where she (he anproach to tho latter was gloomy
cJill 1 clamber up ou tho rocks at the enough, that night, even for on9 who
side, and be entirely safe. Nob >dy iu e every inch of the way as well

that pe tceful region dreamed of fear at  ,¢je gid ; but her little lantern shone
being “outafter darkand again and o,y cheerily against- its bright reflector,
again had good Aunt B <tsy detained (yrowing its radiance ahead, as if it
her pet until night had fallen, although were trying to tell her : “ There, dear,
her only company homeward was her yna4w it: don't be afraid, I'll show you

little star of a lantern. It was a neat ihe track I’ But Katie remembered

lit.Is !an?ern, with a sort_ of piquz_int just then, that it wa getting laterevcy
aud winning character of its own, like minute, and she tripped briskly into

everything else that belonged to Katie cut, wondering why the lantern-
Ci'owninsiiield, and she herself was half light should make it look so strangely

inclined to make a confidant of it. high and narrow. She had not gone far,
. In fact, Katie’s lantern found itsowD however, before the granite walls
occasion for putting on almost the seni- brought to her ears, all tho way from
le ino? of a personal friend. There came the lower end and round the curve, as if
a ,iy wien Katie's handkerchief flut- tho cut had been a speaking-tube, the
tered in vain, and then another, when sound of voices that were evidently
oven the reply she received from the meant to be low and guarded. There
train convince 1 hor that there had beeu wero other sounds mingled with tho
a change of some kii d, and that she yoices, and Katie could not make out
would receive no more signals from the more than a word or so here and there,
same hand, It was odd enough, bur, byt there was something about it all
her long-accustomed bit of mornimr thatstartled and frightened her. At
pleasure seemed suddenly turned into first she was half inclined to turn and
something childish and uninteresting__ make tho best of her way back to Aunt
a worn-out amusement that it was time Betsy’s ; but that seemed foolish, and
to put aside with her discarded dolls.

Katie was really a courageous little
And so she sadly prepared to give it up, soul. She hid her lantern under her

in the first fit of genuine blues she had shawl, however, and stepped very
ever indulged in ; but, afew evenings lightly and swiftly forward, trying to
after,vard, she lingered at the garden- remember if there were not a rock or
gaoa a little, after her retvira from Aunt nhollow wh*r9 ihe would be us safe frotn,

tra'U. She did notthink of or find any
such place, and, after all, the persons
whose voices troubled her werenotin
the cut. nor wero thoy coming to me*t
her. She was very nearly through, her-

what itfR figantylbgay wy roal™ “n*4

in the deep shadows ofthe rocks and

peered timidly out toward the low dull,
and muffled sounds, with which the f
voices were no longer mingled, a broad,

quick gleam, asfrom alantern sudden-
ly shaded or extinguished, shot across

the track not many yards below, and

then all was darkness aud silence.

But that one moment of illumination
hid leveal-jd extraordinary things io
the keen, excited vision of Kate Crown-
iuskielii.

Thore were men, three or four, she

could not say just how many, hut,
rough, fierce, wild, and anxious-looking,
and before them, on the railroad track,
from which the rails had been pried
away just there, was a confused heap of
heavy grauito bowlders and fragments.
Katie understood it ascleilly as ifthose
neu had taken her into their confi-
dence, and had told her in words.

It was a plot to wreck tho train |

No matter why— whether for re-
venge, or plunder, or in the utter malig-
nity of lost souls—Katie never paused
to so much as ask herseif a question, but
turned and tied back through tho cut as
for life aud death, for both were with
her, side by side, and hurrying step by
step. Sho had no thought or dread that
the wreckers had seen her, or would
follow. Neither was it at all likely ;
but Katie’s brain was too full of her
purpose to fevlinit a thought of eelf, and
sho held out her lantern fearlessi\r
enough now, that she might be doubly
sure of her footing on the ties and
gravel.

And now she was outin the open air,
boyond the upper entrance, and she
could sop the peaceful li*hc still shining
from Aunt Berry’s window. But there
was no time to go there for help.

The train must be so very near!

Katie did for a moment think of
kindling a bright lire on the track, but
that would take too long, and the great
miia and horror would come before even
a small fagot would be well ablaze.

“There’s nothing but my own little-
laut*Tn,” almost sobbed poor Katie.
“ May be he will know it when he sees
it, but he must be warned before he
reaches the cut.”

Tiie lantern shone like a frosty little
star, determined to be seen, as Katie
sprang forward up tiie track. She had
nut far to go, for the train was ahead of
time that night instead of being behind,
as would have bven more desirable
under the circumstances. Never had
anything appeared to Katie Crownin-
shield more suddenly than did the
great, glaring eyes of the locomotive
head-light that now glowed upon her

out of the overshadowing night, and
her lantern seemed to have instantan-
eously vanished.
“ It is so small,” slie cried, in agony,
and he will never see it.”
Nevertheless, on a low mound of

earth and stones, close b}* the side of
the track, Katie took her post of char-
ity and danger, and swung her little
lantern frantically ,0 and fro, while she
now tried to make her sweet girl’s
voice heard through the roar and
clamor of the rushing train.

On came the railway giant, tugging
with him his precious freight of human
life, and it flashed upon Katie Crownia-
‘ediield’s mind what; au awful capacity
for suffering the train might have on
board. On, with ihe great glare and
the all-absorbing torrent of sound, and
almost before K itie knew it, the object
of her hope and fear had dashed ruth
lesslv passed her, and was quickly
swallowed up from her sight in the
rocky j sws of the deep cut. With a
cry of grief and disappointment on her
lips, and a strange thrill of pain at her
heart, the poor girl sank upon the
ground and buried her face in hr
hands, while the littlo lantern dropped
neglectedly beside her.

Only for one brief instant, however,
did Katie yield to the terrof and trou-
ble of it, for in another she had picked
up her starry friend, sprang to her feet,
and darted away from the railroad
track toward the cat. She was light of
foot as any fawn, and there were sad
wings to her speed, but it seemed to her
as if she should never get through the
cut. She paused a moment, when the
lower end was reached, to gather
breath, and to brush the salt mist from
her 03-es beforo she looked upon tlie
awful scenes she knew must be pre-
pared for her.

And then— wlw, there wasthe train,
the rear car rising clos}in front of her,
while the others (and there were but
few of them that night) stood all erect
upon their wheels beyond—not all
upon the track, to be sure, but all appa-
rently safe—all, except one great, dark
mass, whose polished metal glittered in
the varying lights that flashed upon it,
and whose hoarse throat screamed
angrily with tlie escaping steam, for the
locomotive had come to grief pretty de-
cidedly among the granite bowlders that
were heaped on the track by tho fiends
who had planned tho wreck. The pas-
sengers were swarming out of the cars,
and none of them seemed to be hurt at
all, nor did Katie hear a sound that
told of pain as she swiftly threaded her
way among aud past them. She had
caught a glimpse of a group away be-
yond even the shattered locomotive,
however, which forbade her lingering
for an instant. Right down toward
her own garden-gate four men were car-
rying a heavy burden, and others were
following, and Katie heard them say, as
she darted by :

&KW ho is it V’

“ Why, it’s the condrctor. He was

thrown from the platform of the for-
ward car.”

“Is ho killed Y*

“They say so. Nobody else was
hurt. Ho was a splendid fellow.”

A tall, handsome,
dark blue clothing, but his face was
ghastly pale "when they laid him on
Grandfather Ciwninshieid’s own bed,

bearded man, in

and the surgeon who had beeu among

the passengers, beat gloomily above
him.

“Head all right,” .muttered thfc man
of science. 1L Only a cut or so.- Ah,
tW 3 a rib, Wo of'em,.and h left
arig bdow the. elbow. Strpok the

grou,d SO, that’s clear ond tho othe
bones are likely to be all right. Mus
have been leaningout to.loofah
should say.— Hullo, what’s that
on his face V’

The light in the room, what with the
crowd and the country caudles, had
been noue of the brlud>*~°*- u'-* I- '

this moment, a clear,°’golden gleam was
poured down oil tho face of the injured
man, aud slowly, as if the radiance
itself had wakened him, he opened his
eyes and looked dreamily about him.

The surgeon heard a sigh that was
half a sob close behind him, and looked
up to seo that that and the sudden light
came from Katie and her lantern, but
just then the questioning eyes of the
wounded conductor fell upon hor face,
and he exclaimed, faintly but earn-
estly :

“ 1 knew it was you. There was
hardly room to stop tho train in, but
We'd have gone ali to pieces if it hadn’t
been foryou and your light. You’ve
saved them all. God bless you I’

And so Katie Crowniush.eld
denly found herself a heroine,
swarm of grateful people around her,
very much to her discomfort. They
would have made her a present if she
would have allowed them, but the only
really welcome words she heard from
any one were those of the sur-
geon :

“ W hat, killed 1 A man liko him 1
Nonsense ! lie’ll carry his arm in a
sling for a month or so, but lie’ll be up
again in a fortnight..”

sud-
with a

Of course, no time was lost in repair-
ing the track, and in forwarding the
passengers, and a few hours only saw
the old farm-house as quiet anil peace-
ful looking as ever. Even tho surgeon
had done his work aud gone.- The
engine lay battered and helpless among
the bowlders, whero it had forced its
willful way. The conductor lay stiil
011 Grandfather Crowninshield's bed,
aud the fitful slumbers tne surgeon’
opiate gave him were starry with sig-
nals that white lingers held up before

his dreaming eyes. As for Katie and
her lantern, the latter had fairly
burned itself out and asleep on the

little table in Katie’s own room, and
she hereelf had hy no means compre-
hended, as yet, the happy consequences
of her railway signaling. It was very
much like a dream to hei', for Katie was
uo prophetess, nor could evon her lan-
tern throw any hght on tho future. She
could not see, just then, and yet the
days that followed brought it all to
pass, that neither she herself, nor
Grandfather and Grandmother Crown-

inshield, would consent to any more
railroading or signalling. It was much
better, indeed, they all declared, nor

did he himself pretend’to deny it, that
Katie’s husband should farm broad
acres of the fertile valley, than that he
should any more be at tlie mercy of
train-wreckers and wayside lanterns.
And when the question was decided to
her liking, such a hug and Kkiss was
that which Katie Crowninshield gave
“To whoml”

“ Why, to her lantern, of course.”
Appleton’s Journal.

The Slanderous Tongue.

The tonguo of slander isnever tirrd
In ono way or another if manages to
keep itself in constant employment
Sometimes it drips honey and some-
times gall. It is bitter now,and then
sweet. It insinuatesorassails direct
I}, according to the circumstances.
It will hide a curse under a smooth
word, and administer poi.-on in the
phrase of love. Like death, it *»loves
a shining mark.” Aud il is never so
available and eloquentas when it can
blight the hopes of the noble-minded
soil the reputation of the pure, and
break down or destroy the character
ofthe brave and strong W hat plea-
sure man or woman can find in such
work wc havo never been able to see
And vyet thore is pleasure of some
sort in it to the multitudes, or they
would not betake themselves to it.
Some passion of body or soul must be

gratified by it. But no soul in high
estate cau take delight in it. Itindi-
cates lup.se, tondency toward chaos,

utter depravity. It proves thatsome-
where in the soul thero is weakness,
waste, evil nature. Education and
refinement are no proof against it
They often serve only to polish the
slanderous tongue, increase his tact,
and give it suppleness and strategy.

Livee Complaint, Litbii Disease,
. e. Biliousness.— Biliouscomplaints
— by some termed liver disease—are
very common in this country. Thbe
ordinary indications, such as yellow-
ness of the skin and whites of tho
eyes, pain in tho right side under the
inferior ribs, with sometimes difficulty
of respiration and troublesome cough
—are familiar to a host of sufferers ;
but the liver, sometimes, is in a very
unsatisfactory state without the pre-
sence of such symptoms. When wo
reflect that the liver is the largest
gland ofthe body, that it secretes the
bile which lubricates the bowels and
keeps them in order, is the great
blood purifier or cleansing machine of
our systems, it may truly be called
the Housekeeper of our Health. sud-
den transitions of climatic tempera-
ture, or impure air, or water, aro dis-
turbing elements which arrest the
functions of tho liver, and render it
torpid, producing diarrhcca, dysentery,
bilious remittents, intermittent fevers,
and a general prostration, and un-
healthy state of the whole organiza-
tion.

It is not surprising that a medi-
cine which can restore the health}'
operations of the liver, should com-
mand general attention. Such a
medicine is California. Vinegar
Eittees, The Housekeepers Towel
aad Broom.

At the laying of the corner stone
of the new Oapitol of lowa the other
diy, no speeches were made except a
few remarks by a workman who g<5*
his fingers pinched, and 'they we're
brief and to the.point.
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