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He
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C H A P T E R  I I .

( C ontinued  fr o m  our last.)

By anti by Nolan came in. 
saw tne trying to p u t  away 
weapons.

1 VV hat is it, Miles ?’
‘ Nothing.’
* No, no, there's more than that. 

What are ye afler with those ex­
terminators V

4 Cleaning them ; that's all.’
1 Cleaning them onlw. We
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they’re not so foul but they’d curry 
a bullet twenty yards at the least.

‘ What d’ye mean ?’
] lelt getting angry.
‘There, gen'ly, Miles. Sure it 

wasn’t for nothing at all that a 
brother ol mine ’utl take the fresh 
air k>r an hour al Ihe bedroom win­
dow in an October storm.’

' You were awake, then V 
‘ Very odd if 1 wasn’t; 1 only 

wish you’d been asleep.’
‘ I was thinking.’
1 ’Tis no good thought you’ll got 

like that, then, in the small hours 
of the morning. It won’t do, Miles ; 
you’re upset about something.
Tliere, don’t break out; I’m nol 
Kavanagh. Look here, no,v—what 
is the matter ?’

'Nothing, nothing. There, I’m 
not well exactly. Besides, I’ve had 
a word or two; but it’s settled 
now—it’s all right. Nolan, J'm not 
going to fight him. Now, don’t 
speak to me, whatever you do; and 
don’t let mother. Keep her awav— 
say I’m ill—anything.'

When my brother left me 1 threw 
myself on the bed, and lay tossing 
about (or hours. 1 could hear the 
thunder as it echoed among the 
hills. It got dark. Then 1 began 
lo think. 1 wondered whal time 
it was—then it anything would 
prevent the elopment—ought I 
to-----

Our olJ Dutch clock struck nine.
Nolan came in to bed.

‘ Have they gone V said 1, allud­
ing to tlie old people.

‘ Yes. Mother didn’t at all tike 
your selectness.’

I was up, looking out at the win­
dow.

‘This night ’il play the deuce with 
our roof, Miles: you’ve not done
it yet. Are ye going to continue 
your atmospheric observations this 
night too ?’

1 closed the sash willi a batlg.
* Nolan, I ’m going out.’
‘ You’re whal ? Well, you may 

as well leave your clothes behind 
you, for, by the powers, they’ll not 
keep a dry skin two minutes.’ I .

Buttoning my coat close around j seemed to rage with gteater fury, 
me and taking only a stout sticK Faint and exhausted us 1 was, the 
in my hand, 1 went out. lt was a shelter of the valley below al.nost 
fearful night. The rain and hail I tempted me to remain under ils 
beat in my face till I could scarcely protection, and there wait the com-

sltish was deeper and blacker than 
that frotn whicli I had just escaped. 
Away in the farther coi*er lay, all 
unheeded, the body of a poor dead 
child. No one took notice of my 
entrance. My salutation—custom­
ary in our country—was unrespon­
ded to.

* For the love of heaven,’ said I, 
‘give me a drain of whiskey, or a 
scrap ol tobacco.’

The girl, red-haired, but with 
good features, only so worn, raised 
her head, gave me an unmeaning 
stare, and sank it again on the old 
man’s knee.

‘ My good people. l\n perished.
‘ And what are we? Och bone ! 

that yon should tell us ! muttered 
the old hag, without moving.

‘ fs there anything ia. the place 
at all ?’

• Yourself there is, and jt is the 
oniy tiring—heaven knows—we 
don’t want.’

‘ Hush, woman, said the pi d man, 
mildly. ,

There was something far more 
touching in the very cni<jlness of 
his misery than in the complaints 
ofthe wife. 1 felt humble, as 1 
asked- if a car had gone by that 
night.

‘ What car?’ croaked tho wotjian. 
‘ There’ll be no car nor horses out 
t’ms night. Heaven helj}'em, Who 
is't vou’ie wantin’ thetiisirV'

‘ Young Kavariagh.’ ;
The woman raised her head, and 

turning, faced me. Af\er eyeing 
trie a minute steadfastly, she ex­
claimed, willi a passionate energy 
I had supposed impossible in, one 
so worn down—

‘ Kavanagh I Ye howling wWls 
confound him ! Ye lightning strike 
him down ! May his life tie storm, 
and his death violent 1’ |  \

• Silence, wife, silence !*,-
1 What for should she say that?’
* What for ! Wlier’s the wee 

child that ye loved but stark dead 
afore ye 1 Are not we starving ?. 
Maybe will nexfij^s^S^ie sun■ 
again ; and who’s doing is it then ? 
Who turned us out of the lit1 le liv­
ing, but him ? Can 1 sit here and 
see you, and all the poor things tlie, 
and bless your murderer ? Och !

into the gloom below us ; but just 
then, catching a glance of Ellen’s 
face in the moonlight, full of un­
speakable agony, I relaxed my hold. 
I fell 1 A sharp pricking in mv 
breast—my brain nwam. 1 fell 
Kavanagh thurst me over the preci 
pice. A few dull, senseless thumps 
as I fell, a rushing noise in rny 
ears, a listless sense of sleep, and 
—vacancy I

C H A P T E R  I I I .

The pestilence, following closely 
the devsatating famine, had robbed 
ol life thousands of mv poor coun­
trymen ; while these calamities had 
enabled them to resist the more 
fatal attacks ofthe scourge.

Our farm, formerly able to sup­
port ns well, served afterwards 
barely io produce us the absolute 
necessaries of life.

I long fell the effects of that 
meeting with Kavan3gh ; not ro 
much owing to tlie badness of the 
wound—though that was quite 
bad enough—as to the lowness and 
fever, aggravated by the fatigues 
and excitemeuts of these two nights 
Mv brother, Nolan, it appears, fear­
ing mischief, had followed me 
when I left home on my mad 
errand, and arrived in time to pre 
serve what little trace of life was 
left in me by the time 1 had reached 
the bo’tori; of the hill.

An atom in the ruin of ’47 fell 
Kavanagh’s uncle. The poor man 
died quiet broken-hearted. 1 don’t 
think Ii is failure hurt him so much 
as the behaviour of his idol, Juan, 
of whom he nor anyone else that 
we knew had heard.

The great affliction around me 
lulled the sense of my own misery ; 
and by and bye I found it was pos­
sible for me to tail; even calmly of 
Ellen and Juan. Old Coffey still j 
treated me as a son, and I fell 
pleasure in being able to relieve

no, no, no 1 It'll be a strange day 
when'er either the .young or old 
devil’s sons do well ! Friend or foe 
alike shall curse Kavanagh '

She stooped and picked from the 
hearth a lump of fuel. She blew 
it till it blazed up. then raised ft 
above her head. 1 hastened lo ihe 
door, and p a s s i n g  out, endeavored 
by a slight prayer to avert the curse 
she was calling down upon all con­
nected with Juan Kavanagh.

Across the bleak upland, over 
which my way now lay, the storm

breiihe or see. The wind at times 
lifted me off’my feel. As the lightn­
ing flashed, it lil up such a scene 
of waste as 1 never before witness­
ed. The stream had swollen to 
lhat extent that I could not dis­
tinguish ihe stone step-way across, 
anti was nearly thrown down by 
the violence of the current while 

I wading through it. The road was 
[almost impassable, owing to the 
! mud stirred up. Yel. spite of all 
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ing of the c ir ; but though weak 
and weary, my desire was still as 
strong as sver to reach the spot 1 
had chosen, and so 1 went on.

After another hour’s hart! toiling 
against the beating rain, 1 reached 
the desired place.

The rain had now ceased, and 
the moon was al times visible 
through the (lyiug clouds. Looking 
down tlie road, 1 could see the 

!covered car, drawn tandemlby two 
horses, the leader having Phil on 
ils back, who was using his utmost 
endeavors to spur on the lagging 
brutes,

The sight of the car approaching 
acted with electrical force upon me. 
My philosophy went to the winds. 
Old feelings revivet! ! They were 
there I My leeth chattered no 
longer with cold, but with hot ex­
citement. 1 could hear my heart 
beating as 1 watched.

As they came opposite I sprung 
out from mv gloomy hidding place, 
and, seizing the leader's head, 
brought it qnicklv to its knees.’

■ Who’s that ?’ roared Phil. 
‘ Miles Doran! By heaven! I ’ll 
murther you !’

He struck me with his whip. It 
roused ail my evil nature. Nothing 
to me now was life, deaih, or any­
thing. With a well-directed blow 
1 sent the rascal reeling to the 
ground, turned, and encountered 
Juan.

We spoke nol a word ; but, as 
if moved by the same spirit, we 
simultaneously grasped each other. 
We wrestled fiercely. His eves

thought of turning back, or doing 
anything but. gratifying the de&ire 
lhat had seized me lo see again 
Ellen and Kavanagh—for what pur­
pose 1 never could divine.

1 knaw thal ihe way they must 
take would lead them round bv the 
sugar-loaf mountain, and towards 
thal 1 made my wav. To shorten 
ihe distance, 1 siruck off oter a hill 
by a path which, though never one 
of ihe pleasantest, was to-night hor­
rible. When 1 reached the wretch- 
ed'hovel at its termination on the 
road. 1 was well nigh exhausted ; 
my shoes were gone, my clothes 
torn, and 1 was bruised and bloodv 
from the repeated fa!ls 1 had had 
in tr.y scramble. Pushing open 
the rickety door of the cabin, I 
entered.

The embers ol a little peat fire, 
still emitted sufficient light to dis­
cover the inmates. An old crone, 
doubled up, with her head in her 
lap, and with long bony fingers 
clasping each other over her knees, 
seemed sleeping before the fire ; a 
git 1 and two children were huddled,
1% igether round ihe figure of an old i glared like a tiger’s; but 1 felt
man at one side of the hearth, 

j where ihe .ground appeared drier 
Mhan the rest, for in  the centre the

mad, and in lunatic strength forced 
him before me across the road.

his sadness, by going down of an 
evening and smoking a quiet pipe 
SvilhJhim Shamrock.

It grievecj me lo see the rapid 
failing ol my parents. Poor souls ! 
they had so wished to die, as we 
say, comfortably I They were re­
signed—oh, yes 1—they never mi;r* 
mured ; but the tears that spransz to 
my father’s eye, as it looked inlo 
the emptied pens, or ranged over 
the lyitilled fields, interpreted verv 
plainly the unspoken grief in his 
heart.

Both mother and father died the 
year afier Ihe worst had passed 
and things began to mend. Nolan 
and I then worked year 
afier year, dully enough At
last I found out that he was for 
marrying and being myself tired of 
the farm, we arranged to raise a 
sum wf money by the sale of an off- 
lying bit of land, much coveted by 
a gentleman farmer, and that 1 
should emigrate.

I had hardly seen my brother 
well married when old Caffey died. 
He had left me all he possessed. As 
I followed him to the urave, how 
old thoughts revived within me ! 
While looking down into his grave, 
a change of feeling seemed to come 
over me, and i left the spot a hapier 
man. I had plucked out the last 
remnant of rny old love for El'en, 
and, with a heart almost whole, be­
gan as il were a new life.

Towards the’end of autumn, I
left Liverpool on boartl the C .
intending to trv my fortune in New 
York.

As very heavy north-westerly 
gales were blowing, we s'eered 
round the coast of Ireland. My ex­
perience during the first two days,
I suppose, is that of most persons 
who take their first sea voyage in a 
screw steamer. I was rolled almost 
inside ou t; and before long had 
cursed mv tem3rity in venturing 
thus, and daring the elements. By 
ihe third day, however, all such 
feelings had vanished; and although 
a heavy sea was running, I felt to 
mv great relief, quite at home.

We had passed Cape Clear, and, 
in spite of strong winds and heavy 
waves, were bowling along in (ine 
style. It was getting on for ten 
o’clock, and 1 was, witn the ex­
ception of the watch, alone upon 
the deck. The moon was up, and 
as I looked upon il, as occasionally 
it peered through the flying clouds, 
a chill passed over me, and unin 
teniionally my thoughts wandered 
back along the path of years, and 1 
saw the ominious, stormy moon, 
as it shone filluily down into the 
valley that had nearly been my 
grave amongst the Wicklow moun-

A n  in stan t,  an d  1 had thrown h im  ,a iqs?. \ soon  vvent b e lo w ,  and,

throwing myself on the cushions, 
tried to sleep away such unpleasant 
memories.

I was awoke out of a confused 
and unpleasant dream bv a clap of 
thunder. I heard the hail as it beat 
upon the deck overhead, while the 
cabin was illumined every now 
and then by a brilliant flash of 

j lightning. I hastened on deck, and 
thence contemplated the grandeur 
of the scene.

Our ship was hissing its way 
through mountains ot white foam, 
with a power lhat seemed to com­
mand the obedience of even those 
stormy waves. The wstch were 
strainning their eyes in all direc­
tions, trying again to see a light 
that had been reporter!.

As we vtere shipping compara­
tively litile water, I went forward, 
and throwing myself down on the 
forecastle, watched the numberless 
eddies as they danced round the 
cutwater.

The carpenter had been doing 
some repairs close to where I lay, 
and bv chance had left his adne 
under the rail. Thia 1 took in my 
hand, to chop off" a splinter lhat 
annoyed me, as 1 leaned over the 
side of the vessel.

‘ Hard a starboard I’ I heard the 
look out man shout. And the echo 
ran down the deck.

Starting to mv feel, I savT with 
horror, a large ship bearing down 
upon us.

The steamer answered hsr helm 
well, and we might have passed 
with but a slight graze, when, lo I 
the fehip ported. Our engines were 
then troing al full speed, in order to 
get good steerage way. In a mo­
ment a terrible shock threw me 
several yards backward.

I soon sttaggered to my feet. 
Orders were flying about. I could 
hear the loud voice ol our captain 
clear, above the dm and noise of 
breaking timbers, and the shrieks 
and groans of the affrighted passen­
gers—

‘ Clear the wreck.’
The confusion was great, anil no 

one responded to the command 
We had struck the unlucky ship, 
and stove in her starboard bows— 
had started her foremast, but had 
become entangled in the rigging. 
As she rapidly filled, we were be­
ing drawn down by tho head.

‘ Clear ihe wreck there,’ shouted 
the captain.

I sprang forward, hatchet in 
hand, to part the vessels. I worked 
desperately, anti had soon cleared 
the lower holdings ; but the ship’s 
mast, through broken, was still j 
locked in the rigging of the steam­
er. To loose this I had to get on 
board the sinking ship.

1 had severed the last slay, and 
the vessel was sinking under me. 
Springing to the bowsprit, F tried to 
regain the steamer. It was too 
late ; already it was moving rapid­
ly astern.

I then thought to jump at once 
into the water, and save myself by 
swimming ; but before thought 
was action a shriek had rent the 
air, the waves rolled in over the 
ship, and she went down. As Ihe 
water rushed over me, a woman, 
frantic with terror, seized my arm. 
We rolled together, and sank in the 
eddying turmoil whieh marked the 
track of the ill-fated ship.

In vain I tried to free myself from 
the fierce embrace of iny wretched 
companion- I was held as in a 
vice. J struck madly ; but to no 
purpose. We were rising again.
1 fell the wind blow upon my head 
once more ; but she would not let 
go. 1 could not keep afloat. No ; 
again we went down. I composed 
myseif as well as I could, and tried 
lo face dealh. Down, down—still 
down. It seemed ages since that 
last breath of air, had given me new 
life. We are rising—but—-but 1. 
am dying. The woman seem9 to 
buoy me up. 1 strike desperately 
with my feet—dull heaviness in 
mv ears gives place to a roaring, 
rushing sound—and 1 breathe 
again. 1 am still held—a flash of 
lightning reveals to me a pair of 
stairing dead eves—1 make one 
last desperate effort, and am free— 
free, and alone in the storm.

1 could see nothing of the steam­
er, although 1 thought 1 heard the 
noise of steam blowing off. As 
thia soon ceased, 1 concluded thal 
it had gone on its way. Then came 
over tne lint terrible feeling of

and so  rescued  m e  from the terrors  
ol w h a t  1 felt m u s t  be a  s e c o n d  
death .

Y e t  1 s w a m  on  s t i l l ,  not  b e in g  
able  to bring my m in d  to. d ie. A t  
length  t  b eca m e very m u ch  e x ­
h au sted ,  and m ust soon have su n k ,  
w h e n ,  on  the crest o f  a  w a v e  
rolling tow ard s  m e ,  1 sa w  the  
mast 1’ had severed  from the sh ip .
1 reach ed  it w ith  but Zitje diffi- 
cuZty, and. cZamberiog upon the  
th icker  end, gazed  around m e. T h e  
storm w a s  rapid/y Zu/Zing; the  

j w h ite  foam  on the w ater ,  reflect­
in g  the hazy  Zight that pierced; 
through the thin cZonds. g a v e  a  
suffic ient d is t in c tn ess  to ev ery ­
th in g  to m ake m e fe e l more m i s -  
«erabZe than the p rev iou s  o b sc u ­
rity.

To be continued.
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desolatlon—-a feeling of wretched 
lonesomness—that made me wish

D e c e m b e r  9, 18 6 8 .  
Mr. G r h a m e  (York) mo v ed ,  s e c o n d ed  

by Mr. Lauder—“ That the C l e r k  o f  
this House be directed to lay o n  the 
table a list of the petitions presented to 
this House i n  favor of a  grant of land i n  
aid of the construction ofthe Huron a n d  
Ontario Ship Canal, together with the 
aggregate number of names to each o f  
such petitions.” The lion, gentleman 
said:

In introducing this question in the 
shape I have to-day. I am to a certain 
extent placed at a disadvantage, and the 
expectation of the country and most of 
the members, of this House, was that 
any action that would be taken would 
be founded on the right to claim 
a committee upon the petitions to 
this House on the subject. Such is not 
the case, however, for the reason that a 
committee of the House has come to a 
decision, and a wrong one it was in my 
opinion, but which was approved by the 
House, that no petition aflecting money 
or revenue could be received. Now, sir, 
although this was carried, there was and 
is in tliif? House strong dissatisfaction at 
the conclusion then arrived at, for there 
is no right which should be more care­
fully guarded than that of petition. I t  
is the only way in which the people can 
give voice to their wants and it is absurd 
to say that the restriction applying to 
revet? ue &c., they have the right to pe­
tition as to other matters, as it is a well 
known fact that in a new country, such 
as ours, the great grievances to be re­
dressed refer to matters of revenue 
and taxation. And, sir, it does seem 
to me extraordinary that the little 
technical point involved should only have 
been discovered this session, after the 
House last session passing a measure of a 
directly jimilar nature to several of those 
that have been rejected, the right even 
to have the petitions concerning them 
received. 1 allude to the McKenzie 
case, an*) if the principle is established 
that such.cases cannot be acted upon by 
petition  ̂it also should be thrown out. 
But sir, I think the petitions for this 
work are in quite a different category, as 
I contend it is not a matter affecting 
revenue which is asked for, but one 
affecting a source from which revenue 
may possibly be derived, and that is a 
very different thing. As well might it 
be said that no petition could be receiv­
ed by this House in any way referring 
to a wholesale grocer iu this city because 
through him, as a bussiness man, revenue 
is derived. (Here Mr. Grahame referred 
to several acts of preceedingParliaments, 
showing clearly that it had always in 
contemplation by former Legislatures 
that a grant of wild lands should be 
given in aid of the scheme.) And, now, 
sir, as to the merits of this question. It is 
with a great deal of diffidence that I 
introduce the subject to the House, not 
only on account of its being one of such 
vast importance to tho best interests of 
this country, but also because there are 
many members of the House much more 
competent than I am to do justice to the 
project. I suppose, sir, that the line of 
route is so well known that it will be 
unnnecessary for me to say anything in 
that respect, and as to the practibility of 
the scheme 1 imagine there can be no 
manner of doubt entertained, after the 
expressed opinions of such eminent en­
gineers as Messrs. Hawkshaw, and Ren- 
dell, of England, and of Messrs. Ly<rht, 
Tully and Sykes, of this country. Still 
there are one or two points which it 
might be well to allude to, as I do not 
think they are properly understood by 
s o m e  of the members of this House. Ono 
is the question of water supply from 
Lake Superior. Now, sir, take the sur­
face of that lake to be 5(52 square miles, 
whicli I believe to be a correct computa­
tion, and you will find that one foot of 
water from the surface of that lake 
would produce 16,057,958,400 _ cubic 
feet of water, a quantity sufficient to 
perform the lockage on the canal for 
foi 11,150 ships of 800 tons peranumn; 
and thus allowing three times the 
amount necessary on account of waste ;
I think that should be sufficient to con­
vince the most skeptical of the suffici­
ency of water, and remember that does 
not take into considerrtion the constant 
supply coming into the lake from its 
natural water shed, nor the facility of 
increasing the surface of the lake at any 
moment by darning up its outlet, the 
Severn tliver. Again, sir, as there is great 
misconception as to the depth of the 
cutting. I would state the deepest point 
is 198 feet, and over an extent of some 
7 miles there will be an average depth of 
about 80 feet. All that it is required in 
fact towards the construction of the 
canal is the expenditure of a certain sum 
of money estimated at $40,000,000. Sir, 
as you and this House are all aware, it is 
not proposed to lay any additional tax­
ation on this country towards raising 
this sum, nor is it expected that capital 
to any extent will be invested in the

the grasp of the poor woman had J scheme from this country. Although 
held me for a few omre minutes,' young and vigorouB, we are too porrr


