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D R .  H O S T E T T E R ,
Jlember of the Eoyal College of Surgeons 

England*
Opposite the E lg in  Mills,

R IC H M O N D  H IL L . 
J u n e  9 , 18C5, 1-y

D R .  J A S .  L A N G S T A F F ,
W I L L  g en era lly  be found a t hom e before 

half»pa6t 7 a ,m . and  from  1 to 2 p .m . 
fU clim oud  H ill, J u n e ,  1865 1

JOHN M. REID, M. D.,
COR. OF YONGE AND COLBURNE STS.,

T H O R N H IL L .

C o n su lta tio n s  in  th e  office on th e  m orn ings  
•f T u e sd ay s , T h u rsd ay s  a nd Sa tu rdays, 8 to 
1 0 , a. n), Ip * A ll co n su lta tio n s  iu  th e  office, 
C ash .

T h o rn h ill ,  J u n e  !), 1865 1

LAW CARDS.

J A M E S  M .  L A W R E N C E ,  

Clerk o f  th e  3rd D iv is io n  Court, 
CONVEYANCER, AND

COMMISSIONER IN THE QUEEN’S BENCH
O ffice  opposite R . R A Y M Q p jD ’S H O I  E L , 
R ic h m o n d  H ill.

D eeds , M ortgages, & c . ,  d raw n  u p  w ith n e a t-  
■ess aud  despa tch .

-  R ich m o n d  H ill, J u n e  9, 1865. 1

M. TEEFY , ESQ.,
Notary Putolic, 

COMMISSIONER IN THE QUEEN’S BENCH,
C O N V E V A N C tll l ,  A N D  

D IV IS IO N  COURT A G E N T ,
RICHMOND HILL POST O FFICE.

A G R E E M E N T S , B onds, D eeds , M ortgages, 
W ills , & c .,  & c .,  d raw n  w ith a tten tio n  

a n d  p rom ptitude, T e rm s  m odera te .
R ich m o n d  Hi)!, J u n e  9, 1865. 1

CHAS .  C. KELLER,
A t t o r n e y  - a t  - l a w .  s o l i c i t o r

in C h an c e ry , C o n v ey a n c e r, *fec. Office 
in  V icto ria  B uild ings, o v o rth e  C h ro n ic le  office, 
B rock  S tree t, W hitby .

A lso a B ranch  O ffice in th e  v illage  o f B ea­
v e rto n , T o w n sh ip  of T h o rah , and  C o un ty  of 
O n ta rio .

T h e  D ivision C o u rts  in O n ta rio , R ichm ond  
H ill, and  M arkham  V illage regu larly  a ttended .

W h itb y  J u n e  2, 1865.

S H . x o o m c  & r n i s  $ L } o t c l ,

G E O R G E  S I M S O N ,  P r o p r i e t o r .

S T A B L IN G  for Sijftv H o rses  Q qod P a s ­
tu ra g e . L oose Boxes for R ace H orses 

an d  £tufjjj.
M on th ly  F a ir  held  on the p rem ises, first 

W ed n e sd a y  in each  m o n th . A geucy  as usual. 
R ic h m o n d  H ill, J u n e  9 , 18G5. J

M IT C H IiL  H O U SE  !
A U R O R A .

D A V ID  M cL E O D  begs to an n o u n ce  th a t 
he h as  L eased  th e  above H otel and  fitted 

i i  u p  in a  m au iie r second to none  on Y onge St- 
w h e re  he  w ill k e ep  co n stan tly  on hand  a good 
su p p ly  o f first-class L iquors, & c . T h is  house 
possesses every  lccom inodation  T m y tH ers  can  
d e sire , th o se  w ho  w ish to stay  w l\ere they  can  
find  e v e ry  co m fo rt a re  respec tfu lly  to
p u t up  a t th is  e s ta b lish m e n t 
A u ro ra , J u n e , 1S65. l - t f

NEW SERIES,
* ̂  • .  •

“  Let Sound Reason weigh more -with us than Popular Opinion.” T E R M S  $1 OO In  A d v a n ce .

V o l .  V I .  INIo. 3 0 , K I C H M O N 1 )  I I I L L ,  F R I D A Y ,  D I X I i M B E l i  2 9 ,  1 8 6 5 , W h o l e  j \ o ,  2 0 0 .

LOOK AT TH IS
JOHN BARRON.

M an u fac tu re r and  D ealer in all k inds of M e n ’s 
W o m e n ’s and  C h ild re n ’s

BOOTS &l SHOES,
38 W est M ark e t S q u a re , 2 doors south  

of K ing  S tree t,

TORO NTO .
O n e  o f the oldest and  c h ea p e st houses in the 

trade.
OX G i v e  John a  c a l l  w h e n  i n  T o \ y n .
T o ro n to , D e c . 1865. 27

X j X J l M : 3 3 £ 3 H . X 3 X r G V - !

B

ABRAHAM EYER
E G S  respec tin lly  to iuform  his custom ers  

,;d the public th a t he i» prepared  to do

P L A N E I N C  T O  O R D E R ,
In  any q u an tity , and  on sh o rt notice.

Planed Lum ber, Flooring, &c.
K ept on han d , S A W IN G  done prom ptly  ; also

L u m b e r  T o n g tie d  & G ro v ed
A t the  low est possible rates.

Saw  M ill on lot 25 , 2n d  C on . M ark h am , 2£ 
m ille s e a s to f  R ichm ond  H 111 by tho P lan k  R oad 
R ichm ond  H ill, J u n e  26 , 1865. 4 - ly

G E O .  M c P H I L L I P S  & S O N ,  

Provincial Land Surveyors,
RICHMOND HILL, C. VV.

J u n e  7j' 1 8 6 5 . 1

J, GORMLEY,
C O M M IS S IO N E R . IN  Q U E E R 'S  B E N C H  

C O N V E Y A N C E R  A N D  

X J C T i o  is r z E iE s r s . ,
L ot 3i,  4 t h  C on. M a r k h a m ,

J u n e  9, 1865. 1 -1 1

T h e  B e s t  i3  A l w a y s  t h e  C h e a p e s t .  

P O W E L L ’ S

CANADIAN SWING PIMPS !
A C K N O W L E D G E D  by 800 F a rm e rs , Pro- 
r \ _  tessional G e n tle m en  an d  o th e rs  (w ho 

have th em  w ork ing  in W ells, va ry in g  iii depth  
from 10 to 133 fee t), to be tho  j£ASI R S T  
W O R K E D . M O S T  D U R A B L E , and  E F F I ­
C I E N T  ev er offered to the  P ub lic .

(Ij T Price  60  pentp per foot. N o ex tra  ch arg e  
for Top,

E v e r y  P u m p  W a rra n ted )
O rders  for these  P um ps addresssed  to

C , P O W E L L , N ew ton  B rook, C .W . 
W ill receive  p rom pt a tten tion .
J u n e  7 , 1865. l - t f

D A V I D  E Y E R ,  J u n . ,  

Slave & Shingle Manufacturer

R E S ID E N C E — Lot 2nd C on . M ark h am
on th e  E Igiu MiHs* P lank  R oad .

A  la rge  S tock  ofSrAVF.s and  S h in g l e s , kep t 
constan tly  on h a n d ,a n d  sold a f  the  lew est P rices 

UU* C all ftnd ex am in e  S tock  before  purchase  
ju g  e lsew here .

Post O ffice A ddress— Richm & nd llill .
J u n e  1865 l* tf

JAMES BOWMAN,
Issuer of M arriage Licenses,

A L M IR A  M IL L S ,
M ark h am , Nov. 1, 1865. 22

IS .  I I .  H a l l ,

Chemist &  Druggist,
R I C H M O N D  H I L L

• ^ T V .  G r .  O A S T B I i I j ,
m anopactuhkr  ok 

I> U i:E  A N D  U N A D U L T E R A T E D

CONFECTIONARY!
3 6 3  Y o n g e  S t r e e t ,  T o r o n t o *

VV. G . C , c a lk  a t all th e  S to res  betw een 
T oron to  and  R ichm ond  Mill every  tw o w ee^s , 
and  supp lies C onfectionary  of all kincU a t the 
L ow est W holesale prices,
T oron to , Ju ly  £Ck,. 1865, 7

E A V E  T R Q U S H S ,  W A T E R  S P O U T S ,

CISTRONS AND PUM PS !
M anufac tu red  an d  for Sale by

J o l m  X j a n g s t a f T ,
Stic am M ill s , * ^ qkkh | l l ,

S e p tem b e r 7, 1865 14*tt

D R .  J A S .  L A N G S T A F F ,

O f f i c e  H o u r s ,  7  t o  8  a . m .  &  i  t o  2  p  i n ,

A L L  parties  ow ing  D r, J .  L angstaff are 
expected  to call and  pay  p rom ptly , 

he  h a s  p ay m en ts  now  th a t m u s t be m et.
M r. B enj. J e n k in s  is au thorized  to collect 

and g ive receip ts  for h im .
R ichm ond  H ill, S ep t. 7, 1865,. 14-t.f

fiicrfltnrc.
Scorpion Grulcli.
4  g o l d .-s r e k e r ’s t a l i ?.

(hntinucd.

In  the m orn ing  ive w ere  fully s o .  A  
hear ty  n e a l  and a long refreshing,  s lum ber  
a re  wonderful an t ido tes  to u i o .b i j  
th o u g h ts .  W h e n  the sun was a bou t  
th ree  hours high, we smarted aga in  with 
c ro w -b a rs ,  picks and spades ,  while the 
D c u  ca r r ie d  a  hran  new  th r e e -q u a r te r  
inch M anilla  rope ,  a h o u t  a  hundred  and 
tw enty-five  fee t  in leng th ,  which he took 
from am ong  the effects w ith  which his 
beas t  had been lauen .  D o n n a  M a r i a  
g a v e  us a c h a rm in g  G o d -sp e e d  in S p a n ­
ish, b es tow ing  a b r ig h t  look ou H e r e f o rd  
with h e r  la rge  b lack  e y e s ;  li tt le I n e z  ran 
for a cons iderab le  d is tance  sc rea m ing  and 
laughing a l t e r  u s ; and we saw  in every  
th in g  auspicious signs ol success .

A r r iv in g  once m ore  a t  the  gulch ,  it did 
not look quite  so  goo lm y and  forbidding 
as on the even ing  before .  W e  allowed 
ou r  guide to m ake  the prel iminary  p r e p a ­
rat ions, which he quickly  per fo rm ed  with 
a  p rac t iced  hand. O u r  apprehensions 
were  fu r th e r  modified by the  fearlessness 
with which lie ap p ro a c h e d  the  yaw ning  
chasm.

F a s t e n in g  one end o f  his s to u t  rope to 
a  t ree  on the side which sloped most g r a ­
dually to (lie v erge ,  he took  tlie c o rd  in 
his hand and boldly w alked  down to the 
inner  b r ink .  H e  then  ca l led  out  to us to 
let th e  c ro w -b a r  slide dowij to  liiut. T h i s  
we did, and,  suppor t ing  himself  with the 
rope ,  he soon su cceeded  in inse rt ing  th e  
iiuge b a r  deep into the soil. Me then 
m ade fast  the rope  to  Ihe bar ,  thus fo rm ­
ing a very ingenious rai l,  by which one 
could descend  to the m outh  o f  the  pit I 
with c o m p ara t iv e  se c u r i ty .  A c c o rd in g  
to his d irections,  we now rolled bun down 
some pine-branches and  severa l  la rge  
stones, which he dex te rously  caugh t  and 
proceeded  to  build round the  c r o w -b a r  
into a li t t le  pyram id,  se lec t ing  and filling 
the  s tones with such n ice ly  th a t  they  
m ade a bu lw ark  o f  cons iderab le  s t r e n g th .  
T h e n ,  flinging the  rem ainder  o f  the  line 
o v e r  the  v e ig e  o f  the cbas in,  he suddenly 
ca u g h t  it  will) a seemingly  care less  grip, 
Bung himself  ov e r  it, and, in an  in s tan t ,  
was lost  to  v iew.

I l i s  d isappearance  was so sudden  th a t  
it  s ta r t led  us cons iderab ly .  A t  the  same 
tune ,  it gave  us a  m uch h igher  opinion 
o f  ou r  sw a r th y  con fre re  than  we e v e r  
before had en te r ta in ed .

H e  m us t  have gone  dow n p re t ty  far, 
for, a l though  wo could hear  him sw ear ing  
a t  the obstac les  he was e ncoun te r ing ,  his 
voice cam e up very  indist inc tly .  Then 
th e re  was a silence for m any  seconds 
W e  begau  to fear th a t  some acc id en t  had 
befallen him, when suddenly  th e  rope  was 
tu g g ed  m ore  vigorously ,  ind ica ting  that  
he was now ascend ing ,  and p re t ty  soon 

j his huge  sombiero appea red  above the 
mouth  o f  the  pit .  W i t h  an agile leap ,  he 
was again  s tand ing  on ihe ed g e .

‘ G o l d !  G o l d 1 p len ty !  p l e n ty ! ’ he 
cr ied ,  and,  tak ing  off his h a t ,  he took 
from its dep ths ,  and tossed us up, two 
fragm ents  o f  d ir ty  q u a r tz ,  w e igh ing  two 
or  th re e  pounds each .

H e re fo rd  and I u t te re d  jovful e x c la m a ­
tions as we c ra c k e d  one o f  these  open 
with a p ick .  A bso lu te ly  one e ighth  of  
the mass w as pure  g l i t te r in g  m eta l .  T h e  
second  f ragm ent p roved  even r i c h e r  than  
the  first. S u re ly ,  w e  h and  found our 
E ld o r a d o  at  last.

B u t  sin is a f requent ac c o m p a n im e n t  of  
w eal th .  ‘ S e e  !’ said H e re fo rd ,  point mg 
to  th e  e a r th  lha t  was c linging to  one ol 
the  f ragm ents  ; and .  a s  I  looked,  I  saw a 
scorpion a bou t  th re e  inches in leng th ,  
spr ing  from it, and e l ide  with  incredible 
rap td i 'y  down the  slope.

‘ P lu to ,  the  god o f  r iches ,  w as also the 
deiiv  o f  hell,’ f  m oralized .

B u i vve w e re  b v  no  m e a n s  d e s p o n d e n t .  
W e  n o w  th o u g h t  l i t t le  o f  th e  h o r r o r s  o f 
th a t  r if t  in th e  b o so m  o f t h e  h ills , b u t  on lv  
o f  th e  y e llo w  t r e a s u r e s  w h ic h  its  b la c k  
m aw  m u s t c o n ta in .

M iguel  now c am e  up to  us.  A f t e r  
witnessing our de light  w ith  his usual 
equanim ity ,  he in t im ated  th. it  th e  gu lch  
should now be exp lo red  upon a m ire 
ex tens ive  sca le .  H e  said th a t  he  had

T H O M A S  S E D M A N ,  
Carriage ancl W aggon

MAKER,
U H r D E I l T A K E I l

& c . & c . & e .
Residence—Nearly opposite the Post Office, 

RicSunoad Hill
J u n * '  1865,

D E N T  I  S T B Y .

W i  Q .  A D A M S ,  D - D .  S ‘ ,
«f.t.,

9 5  K i n g  S t r e e t  E a s t ,  T o r o n t o ,
NEAR CHURCH STRBKT,

I S p repared  to w ait upon any  who. need  h is 
professional serv ices in o rder to preserve 

th e ir  te e th , or re lieve suffering  a n d  supply  new  
tee th  in the  m ost approved sty le . Also to  re g u ­
la te  th e  te e th  of those w ho need  it.

C o n su lta tio n  free , and  a ll w ork  w arran ted .
Ju n e ,  1§65. 31-y

not gone down m ore  than  th i r ty  f e ‘t. 
and his pow ers  o f  language w ere  en tire ly  
inadequate  to  express  the  * p len ty ’ of  
gold which he had  seep sh ining on the 
walls. H e  th o u g h t  one o f t h e  p a r ty  had 
b e t t e r  be fastened to a rope ,  an d  lo w e re l  
down to  its full length ,  it be ing  his theo ry  
that  the  q u a r tz  was richer- fu r th e r  down 
H e re fo rd  and  I  w e re  so e la te d  a t  the 
p rospec t  o f  filling ou r  p o c k e ts  On th e  in­
stan t,  as  well  as o f  making preparation*, 
for fu tu re  c a r t  loads o f  tlie prec ious m in ­
e ra l ,  tha t  th e r e  w as som e con ten t ion  be 
tw een  us as  to which should first go 
dow n. A t  leng th  we tossed up a  half- 
dollar  to  decide ,  an d  I  w as e lec ted .

S t ra p p in g  a small p ick  to  my b e l t ,  and 
p rov id ing  m yse lf  willi p ine-knots  and 
m a tch es  to  il luminate the  d e i t h s  w hen  I  
should g e t  to th e  e x t e n t  o f  the  line, 1 
conc luded  ra.y p repara t ions  by stuffing 
in mv belt  a small m ea l-bag ,  in which 
th e  D o n n a  had p laced my lunch. T h e

gold  before  r e tu rn ing  to  the sur face .
T h e n ,  p e rm i t t in g  Ali^uel to  fasten  ‘.h e  
rope  u nde r  my arnf>pri* I  was swtinjr 
o v e r  t h “ chasm," uiy tw o  c o m e r a .!<*• 
meanwhile  keep m "  a ttgltf gr ip  on th  
rope ,  winch bad  also" a „ - tw is t  round  the 
c r o w b a r .  . .»

A  feeling of h o r ro r  H)ok possession of  me 
as  I  felt tnyse |l  s low jy-descend ing  into tho 
unknown dep th s  of l lmt fearful abyss 1 
raised  my band,  feeling o f  the  l igh t ly  drawn 
ropea  bove my head,.  St^d was astonished 
lh a t  I  no t iced  had no t  IjeJbre how very 
frail it was . M y  sensitiveness w as so  g r e a t  
th a t  it seem ed  to .b e  a 'fnere th re a d .  1 was 
filled with a  v a g u e 'h o r ro r  t l |a t  it m ight,  at  
any moment.snap and launch m e lo d e s t ru c ­
t ion .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  I^& n q u ered  my fears 
by a  g r e a t  effort  of  volit ion, con tro l l ing  
m y se lf  sufficiently to ca ll  up a t  intervals.
‘ All r i - ; h t p  to  my companions above.
U p o n  examining tlie " w a l l ’ ot the chasm 
n e a re s t  m e,  I  was so exceed ing ly  e n c o u r ­
aged  to  perceive ,  iu ’th* uncer ta in  light,  
the  yellow g l i t t e r . I  k n e w  so well how to 
app rec ia te .  T h e r o c k  was l i t teral ly  s e a m ­
ed and  c lo thed  with g 9 lden o re .  I was 
Shout to  rea l ize  all  I J i a d  d r e a m e d — I 
was p e n e t ra t in g  the  bosom o f  the  moun. 
tains, t i |e  golden hear t  o f* the  sierras ,  at  
wh i.se g loom y e * ie r io rs .  I  had  so often 
moodily ga z e d ,  longing to p ierce  them 
with c la i rvoyan t  vjsiou. N e v e r th e le s s ,  
the d arkness  soon becairte so dense th a t  f 
could no t  see my hand before my face, 
and my golden visions were* slowly d a r k ­
ened  by th e  ac tua l  te r ro r s  by which 1 was 
sur rounded ,

A t  length  [ felt th a t  th e  e x t re m i ty  of  
the rope, must be r each ed ,  as the  r egu la r  
je rks  above  my head suddenly cea s e d .  I 
had left tbe  broad,  sunny day l igh t  behind 
me j hut  now, tu rn ing  my g a z e  upw ard  
th rough  the  apparen t ly  diminutive ape r  
tu re  a t  the  top ,  the  dutline of  which I 
could faintly  distinguish, 1 saw the  s ta rs  
sh ining br igh tly  in the  heavens. I must 
now surely be deep enough . F e e l in g  out 
for the wal l, 1 luckily toiind it c lose a t  
hand, and ,  to my joy, d iscovered  a  broad,  
firm ledge,  which I  immediately  ga ined ,  
giv ing  a sigh ot re lief as  [ loosened the 
t ig h t  pressure  o f  tbe so rd  from ac ross  iny 
lungs- T h e  wall ’4 i* . .moist , bu t  I  man 
aged  to s t r ike  a mate/ .,  'an d  soon kindled 
a t lar in j ' to rc h  from o n e ' V m r  p ine-kno ts ,  
p lacing it in a n iche j u s t  above  my head .
1 was disappointed at  the  am oun t  o f  light 
em it ted  by the  flame, which I  ’a t t r ib u te d  
to the  dam pness o f  the a tm o s p h e re .
N e v e r th e le s s ,  a  b road  por t ion  o f  tbe  o p ­
posi te side of  the chasm was made visible 
the s igh t  of which dissipated any  u n c e r ­
t a i n t y  which may have exis ted  in my inind 
as lo w hether  the g li t te r ing  par t ic les  I  had 
seen w ere  truly gold- T h e  g lorious m e ­
tal  c ro p p ed  out  in huge,  pure  masses a t  
my very  fee t .  T h e  en t i re  c i r cu m le ren c e  
o f  the  a b j s s  w as auriferous ore ! I  was 
alm ost  wild w ith  conflicting em otions .
W h e r e  L s tood ,  th e  q u a r tz  w as  e x c e e d ­
ingly f r iab le .  I t  was possible, w i th  a 
li t t le -d il igence  with  my pick ,  to  d e ta c h  
masses,  seventy-five per  c e n t ,  o f  which 
was c le a n ,  genu ine  gold.

1 w as suddenly  in te r ru p te d  in my 
opera t ions  by  a  g r e a t  noise, as  of  c o n ­
ten t ion ,  far above  my h ead .  I  could 
hear  curses  and yells,  and  now an d  then 
f ragm ents  o f  the  l i t t le  pyram id,  which 
G o n z a g o  had piled a b o u t  tbe c ro w b ar ,  
would com e burling dow n before  my 
face.  I  held my b rea th  in an excess  of  
t e r ro r .  A n  indistinct premonition that  
som e th ing  frightful was ahou t  to  happen 
took possession o f  m e ,  and I  quacked  
from head to foot.  J u s t  then  th e re  was 
a g re a t  shou t  a t  the  top ; then  as a mass 
— re n d e red  shapeless by the  velocity  of  
its fa ll— cam e rushing by me to the 
dep th s  below, a  shriek, an awful howl 
ol ho r ro r  sm ote  my ears  w ith  an e m p h a ­
sis which will continue to echo  th ro u g h  
I hem till my dying d a y .  T h a t  mass 
was a  human form, tha t  howl a  human 
voice.

Whose 1
M y  h e a r t  stood still a ;  I  put to it  th a t  

frightful q u e ry .  I  listened, w ith  a  sense 
o f  hear ing  sh a rp e n e d  by my ex t rem i ty  
iiito an acu teness  o f  abnorm al  in tensity .
F a r ,  far  down below , w en t  the  sullen 
boom o f  that  falling body,  s t r ik ing  tb e  
ledges as  it w en t ,  until a t  length  it died 
away ; and then ,  far  up above ,  I  h e a rd  a 
fierce shout,  and caugh t  th e  express ion  :
‘ A c c u rse d  A m er ican o s .’ T h e n ,  with 
aorr ib le  r a p id i ty —  like th e  e v e n ts  of a 
lifetime th a t  pass in p anoram a th rough
tbe brain of the drowning man—link by | amj tjathed my head in i!s re I resiling cur 
ink. I worked together the incidents of rents, That, at least, was sweet am

launching me a f te r  iny co m rad e ,  for he 
hung ro und  th e  m ou th  o f  the  abyss,  send 
ing down a j a rg o n  a f  o a th s  and  yells, but 
w i th o u t  e l ic i t ing  any  response from me 
A t  l e n g th  all was si len t .  I concluded  he 
had gone  a w a y ; and si t t ing  down upon 
the ledge ,  and how ing  my b ead  upon my 
knees ,  I  g ave  m yse lf  up to the  host  of  
em otions which oppressed  my brain.

N e e d  I  s a y  th a t  I cons idered  myself 
lost beyond r e d e m p t io n ?  T h e  awful ex. 
t rem ity  o f  iny own situation  soon a m e l io ­
ra te d  the  g r ie f  and h o r ro r  into w hich  the 
d ea th  o f  my friend had plunged me. I 
m ust  have sa t  thus for hours ,  for ,  when 
I  again  scanned  th e  walls  o f  the  abyss ,  T 
saw them  bu t  indist inc tly ,  for th e  to rc ' i  
which I  had  l igh ted ,  was near ly  c o n s u m e d  
E v e n  while I  looked it bu rn t  f rom  its 
fastening a i d  fell into the unknow n d e p th s  
below, T h e  ba re  idea o f  be ing  lef t  in 
th a t  s u b te r ran ean  darkness  w as so h o r r i ­
ble th a t  my hand f lu t te red  a t  my be l t  for 
a  m a tch  immed a te ly .

B u t  I  paused .  I  only had  th ree  more 
p.ne k n o ts .  S hou ld  I n o t  be  spa ring  o f  
them for an e m e r g e n c y ?  E m e r g e n c y !  
W h a t  one could  arise  m ore  per i lous than  
my p re se n t  s i tua t ion  ? T h e  air  w as so 
m o |s t  th a t  I  began  to shake  with  cold .  
N o  sound th ro u g h  th a t  rea lm  o f  d a rk  
ne«s—l iH> sound bu t  the  shrill small  voice 
o f  th a t  l i t t le  to r re n t ,  d r ipping so m e w h ere  
dow nw ard  th ro u g h  the  g lo o m .  W h e n  
far ab o v e ,  in the  blissful reg ions  o f  l ight 
and w arm th ,  I h ad  imagined t h a t  sound 
to  be the  chuckling  lau g h te r  of  a  fiend! 
vVitli w h a t  fearful fancies did it  now im ­

press me ! I  cou lJ  have sw orn th a t  it 
w;>s a voice ,  a dem oniac  vo ice .  T h e r e  
was a  weird,  ghost ly  signif icance in its 
hollow b u t  r inging laugh, N o w  i t  would 
chuck le  in a  w icked ,  self-satisfied  w ay , 
then  it would r ing  long and  c le a r  in si l­
very  peals ,  with a jo y  so e x u l tan t  and 
wild th a t  1 feared  it would m ake me in­
sane ,  and closed my ea r s  with  iny fin­
g e r s ,  which g ave  to  it a muffled, ill-defin- 
ed murmur,  as  ot half -surppressed  m ir th ,  
which P a s  m ore  horrib le  st ill. T h e  a w ­
ful b lackness o f  th a t  qu in tessence  of  
m idnight d a rk n e  s lay upon me with  the  
w eigh t  of an iron g lobe .  I  shu t  my 
eyos, and would y e t  feel i t , p ress ing  upon 
head and bosom, until I  could scarce ly  
b rea th e .  B u t ,  sufferings o f  the  im ag ina­
t ion ,  like those o f  the  b o d y ,  m us t  cease 
in l ime j and,  a f te r  an in terval ,  L re s ig n ­
ed m yse lf  to my fa te ,  and  passed  into a  
kind o f  to rp o r  o f  despa ir ,  F r o m  this I  
was aw ak e n ed  by a  c lam m y h a n d — so 
it  s e e m e d — a corpse  like, d e a th -d e w y  
shuddering hand,  passing ac ross  my neck .  
F l i u j i n g  it  o f f  with  a stifled sh r iek ,  1 
hastily  lit  a n o th e r  t o r c h ,  an d  perceived  
th a t  the U'dge upon w hich I  stood was 
sw arm ing  with the  g r e a t ,  b lack ,  loathsome 
lizards peculiar  to Californ ia ,  one of  which 
must  haven given me th a t  c lam m y touch 
which had so appalled  m e .  T h e  sudden 
g leam  of the  to rc h  was reassur ing ,  an d  j  
again  began  to  exam ine the walls in a 
m echan ical  w ay .  T o  my disgust,  they  
w ere  alive with la rge  scorpious ,  while,  
from severa l  ledges ,  I  no t iced ,  hanging 
and swinging, severa l  o f  those  hideous, 
black, b loa ted  sp iders ,  the  ta ran tu la  —  
whose v e ry  a s p e c t  cu rd les  the  b lood of  
the s t r a n g e r .  T h e  bite  o f  tliis in se c t  is 
e xcee d ing ly  venomous and  so m e tim es  
fatal,  and th e  s t ing  Irom tbe  tail  o f  the  
sc o rp io n — doubly  dan g e ro u s  from the  fact 
thas  it  m oves  with incred ib le  v e lo c i ty — 
is sc a rc e ly  less painful .

A g a in  I  v iew ed  the  g l i t te r in g  gold- 
c ru s ted  walls o f  my prison-house with 
gloomy reflec tions ,  A b o v e ,  a round  b e ­
nea th  my feet w as opulence  ou tvy ing  that  
o f  k ingdom s and  pr inc ipal i t ies— w ealth  
enough to  equip vast a rm ies  and c o v e r  the 
seas with mighty  n a v i e s : — all this wilhin 
my c l u t c h — all thi*, and y e t  no t  enough 
to p u rchase  me a gulp of  G o d ’s pure  a t ­
mosphere  ; no t  enough , pe rhaps ,  to save 
tne from  a  l inger ing ,  m iserab le ,  unw ept 
for to m b .  I  covered  my face with my 
hands, and burs t  into a to r re n t  o f  b i t ie r ,  
scalding tea r s .  B ut  da rk  as may b e  the 
v icissitudes of  fo r tune ,  o l len  the re  are  
li t l le  things w inch may afford m o m en ta ry  
i elief.

I  found th a t  the li t t le  r ivu le t ,  whose 
si lvery voice h ad  a t  first so frightfully 
affected my m orbid  sensibili ty ,  dr ipped  
from the  rocks  so nea r  me tha t ,  by c a u ­
tiously c raw ling ,  I could r e a c h  a  l i t t le  
sp lashing  basin,  w hich  it formed on the  
r ig h t  hand e x t re m i ty  o f  th e  ledge w h e re ­
on I  r e s ted .  I  d rank  a deep  d r a u g h t ,

the few previous days .  O u r  instinctive 
fear of  GonJiiigo— his sileqt,  s inis ter  ways 
— his li t t le  girl spying us as we buried 
ojir t r e a s u re -—his jealousy and  h a t red  of  
H e r e f o r d — and, last  o f  all, bis .luring us 
to tha t  r em o te  and almost  im pene trab le  
c r a t e r  ; all these  refteotiofls rushed th rough  
my m ind  in an  instant ,  and  1 k n e w  th a t  
my friend was, e r e  this,  in tb e  o th e r  
world .

In  a  few seoonds. I  was a ro u sed  f rom 
my ho rro r  hy feeling a  tu g  a t  tbe  rope 
from ab o v e .  Ins t inc t ive ly  loosening it 
from iny person, I  wound tbe  end secure  
ly around  a  m ass ife  f ragm ent  close a t  
hand. S c a r c e ly  was this done,  wlten the 
the  c ro w b a r  ca m e  ra t t l ing  and  c langing 
by roe. D o w n ,  dow n, c lanked  the  iron 
bar ,  but  w as  soon b rough t  to  a  s to p  by 
th e  fastening w hich  I  had m ade  secu re .
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and
pure, and fresh from the free air  of the 
mountains ab o v e .  I t  had no longe r  a 
d em o n ’s voice for me, bu t  t ink led  merri ly  
down, like a chim e o f  fairy-bells. T h a t  
hear ty  d r a u g h t  and ab lu tion  w as like a  r e ­
sumption of the  co n n e c t io n  w i th  the upper  
World, which I had a lm ost  res igned  for­
ev e r .  N a tu r a l ly  of a disposition e x c e e d ­
ingly sanguine ,  the  reac t ion  from despair  
to hone was alm ost  like the  w o rk  o f  e n ­
c h a n tm e n t .  I  began  to eye  tiie walls

smoothly pe rpend icu la r ,  bu t  com posed  e n ­
t ire ly  of ledges o r  galliers,  a t  q u ie t  r e ­
gu la r  i n t e r v a l ,  p robab ly  vary ing  in width 
from six to ten feet .  A b o v e  and  below 
as far  as  I could tl irpw the  light o f  my 
torch ,  I  saw  Ibis s ingular  fo rm ation ,  and 
concluded th a e  it must  be  so all th e  w ay  
to the  su r face .  I t  s t ru ck  me a t  once  as 
a  kind o f  o g r e ’s a m p h i th ea t re ,  as i f  th e re ,  
in o th e r  days, they  had  held ih e i r  h ideous 
or.;ieS.

I  was e n co u rag ad  to  find m yse lf  p la n ­
ning and devising, with a  busy brain, io m e  
m ethod  of  a s c e n t ,  ho w ev er  vidibulously 
impossible. Anything; was p re fe rab le  to 
the  to rp id i ty  o f  despa ir .  T o  a scend  by 
cl im bing up the  edges  o f  these  p ro jec t ions  
outside, ov e r  th e i r  appall ing  h r inks,  was
not to be th o u g h t  o f  for a  m o m en t .  E v e n  
if tne h o r ro r  o f  th e  u n fa thom ab le  dep th s  
had not beeq a  sufficient o b je c t io n ,  th e  
tac t  th a t  these ed g es  w ere  c rum bly  and 
insecure w as an insurm ountab le  o ne .  I  
re t i red  to the  c e n t re  o f  th e  p la tform  I 
occupied ,  and  looked up. T h e  ceil ing of 
the  ledge im m edia te ly  ab o v e  was a b o u t  
tw o  foflt ab o v e  iny head .  T h e  only posr 
sible m ode  o f  a c c e n t  seem ed  to  be  by 
d igg ing  one’s w ay  up th ro u g h  the  s u c ­
cessive p la tform s o r  t i e r s .  W h e n  I  r«T 
f leeted th a t  I  m ust  be n ear ly  o r  quie t  one 
hundred  fee t  be low th e  c r a t e r ' s  rim, t r e  
old qualm s of despair  a lm ost  repossessed 
me, but I  m an ag ed  to  beco m e  myself 
ag a in .

A t  leas t  I  would die t ry in g  to  escape .  
C h o o s in g je v e ra l  l a rg e  f ragm en ts ,  l  loosr  
ened them  with my pickax,  and built  a 
li t t le  hillock on th e  led g e ,  by which I  
was enab led  to s tep  up to within a few 
inches a f  the  ceiling ; and ,  avo id ing  the 
loa thsom e insects  as  much as possible,  I  
co m m enced  p e g g in g  a w ay  a t  the  ro c k v  
ro o f  with all  my m ight.  I t  was very  slow 
and arduous  work ; still I  milJ e  h ead w a y  
iu tbe friable s tone  m ade  porous  by the 
f i l i a t i o n s  o f  a g es  and  the corros ions  of 
nameless cen tu r ies .  O n c e  I  Game very  
n e a r  loosing my p ick .  I t  flew from my 
hand by a c c id en t ,  and  alm ost  rolled ov e r  
th e  ledge.  R e ga in ing  it, I  p ro ceeded  to 
avoid a s im ilar  ac c id e n t  b/  securing  it to 
my wrist  with  a thong ,  which 1 c u l  from 
iny buckskin  t ro w se rs .  W h i l e  doing this.
I  p e rce ived  th e  rope  dang liog  o ve r  the 
ledge.  1 had fo rgo t ten  all a b o u t  (ha t .  ye t  
th e r e  it w as ,  with th e  c ro w b a r  probab ly  
a t t a c h e d  to  iis o th e r  end,  I  w a s  o v e r ­
joyed a t  this d iscovery ,  as (he c r o w  would 
be a  most  valuable  auxil iary  to the  fu r th e r ­
ance  o f  my p ro je c t .  Q u ick ly  d raw in g  up 
tbe  line an d  loosening the  still se cu re  b a r ,
I  se t  to  w o rk  aga in ,  w ith  a  d e g re e  o f  
cheer iness  which surprised  m e. I  pried 
off g r e a t  f ragm en ts ,  w hich  w e n t  boomino- 
down the  abyss ,  m aking  a m ost  appall ing, 
long ech o in g  din. In a bou t  an hour ,  To 
my g r e a t  joy, I  felt ihe  c ro w  go th rough  
to the  surface  a b o v e .  W i t h  a li t t le  more 
hard  w o rk ,  I  effected a la rge  b re a c h  in 
th e  y ie ld ing  rock ,  th rough  which ,  a f te r  
increasing  the e levat ion  o f  the  artificial  
stool on which I  s tood ,  I  could  th rus t  my 
head and shoulders .  V e ry  g re a t ly  e n ­
co u rag ed ,  I  put  all my im plem ents  un 
th ro u g h  the  a p e r tu re ,  an d  then  c raw led  
up myself, to r c h  in hand .

A f t e r  gain ing  th e  new  le d g e ,  I  found 
to my a la rm ,  th a t  my to rc h  w as m ore  
th an  half consumed-  I  had only road's 
my way up a b o u t  ten feet ,  acc o rd in g  to  
my ca lc u la t io n — e s t im a t n g  e igh t  '’fee t ,  
from floor to  ceiling, with  two for the 
th ickness of the ledge  th rough  w h ich  I 
had forced a  b re a c h .  A t  t h a t  r a te  it 
wo ild requ ire  the  l ight  of m ore  than  a 
dozen  p in e -k n o ts — o f  which I  now had  
bu t  tw o  and a  half— to  l ight  ine up to  life 
aga in .

N e v e r th e l e s s ,  I  resolved to do th e  bes t  
I  could with the m a ter ia ls  a t  hand .  T h e  
nex t  ledge, im m edia te ly  o v e rh ead ,  was 
th ic k e r  than  the first , b u t  not  lo far  above 
mo, w hich  r e n d e red  it eas ie r  o f  acce ss  ; 
anil l  m ade  a  b reach  in a b o u t  the  same 
t im e .  In this w ay ,  a f te r  consuming
a n o th e r  o f  my precious pine knots ,  I
fo rced  th rough  five ledges  in all, when I 
was so exhaus ted  th a t  I  co nc luded  to  call 
it a  foil d a y ’s or  n ig h t ’s work  ( I  cou ld  not 
tell w hich ,)  and knock  off for a  dose  of
n a tu r e ’s sw e e t  r e s to r e r .  I  w as very
hungry ,  and then ,  for th e  first t ime, e x ­
am in ed  in to  the  c o n te n t s  o f  the lit tle 
m e a t -b a g  slung  a t  my side,  M e a t  th e re  
was n o n e — only a few b roken  p ieces o f  I 
h a rd - ta c k .  I  had  seen the D o n n a  p lace  
m e a t  within th e  b a g .  I t  m ust  have  been 
rem o v ed  by th a t  m ons te r  in human 
shape ,  who would thus consign me to a 
d e a th  by s t r a v a t io n — thus to insure iny 
des truc t ion .  H o w  precious now becam e  
these  p ieces o f  h a rd -b a k e d  and  sta le  c r a c k -  
e t s !

W i t h  a  full know ledge  o 1 th e i r  value I  
took  a  handful o f  Ihe c ru m b s ,  c raw led  to 
the  tum bling  rill w hich  I  y e t  held within 
re a c h ,  and th e re  m ade  a  supper  whose d e ­
licious relish passes all w ords to  express .  
T h i s  done,  deeply  refreshed and thankful.
I  c raw led  b ack  to  my w ork ing  p lace ,  ex-

oot with th e  dull s ta re  o t  hopelessness, t inguished the  to rch ,  and com posed  my
b«t  with tbe  swift  g lan ce  o f  en te rp r i se .

T h e  ledge  upon w hich  I  s tood  w as a 
b ro a d ,  deep  platform of mingled e a r th  and 
q u a r t z ,  and  it shook as 1 s ta m pe d  it with  
my heavy  heel .  I t  m ust ,  th e re fo re ,  be 
also co m p ara t iv e ly  thin as  well as  b road .  
A d v a n c in g  to the o n 'e r  edge  as n e a r  a i  I

w eary  limbs for repose ,  satisfied th a t  I  was 
fo riy  feet n e a re r  tbe surface  than  when my 
labor  co m m en ced .

N o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  dam pness  o f  the  
a r , and the to rm e n ting  lizards, I  s lept well 
and arose  s t rong  a n d  honefnl for a n o th e r  
s t ru g g le  to gain the  upper  air .  B e fo re

d a re d ,  I  ca s t  th e  light o f  my to r c h  up an d  i l ighting my to r c h ,  I  was g rea t lv  en c o u ra g -  
down the opposite wall, and saw that the I ed to perceive that the duikyess was not so

densely black as it had been. I could sea 
Ihe larger auriferous ̂ article* glittering on 
the wall. To my still greater sauisfactioii 
on creeping to the verge -of tbe ledge, and 
looking upward, I noticed that the stars in 
m the sky were not so distinct as uron my 
former observation. J correctly ascribed 
these phenomena partially to the fact that 
my sight had improved on longer ac­
quaintance with tlie darkness, and partially 
because I was approaching the regions of 
light. I also argued that I must have 
passed a portion of one day and an entire 
night iu the abyss. When 1 first observed 
tbe stars, from the loner ledge, it was 
shortly after my descent, and therefore, 
broad day in the upper regions; whereas 
now, if it weie night, 1 should perceive the 
stats quite as distinctly as if viewing thena 
fjom the earth's surface.

Much encouraged, though with a visible 
sense of hunger, 1 lit my torch, aud set to 
work with a will. The present 
roof which 1 was attempting to force was 
more difficult than any of the others, 
being thicker, harder, and more compact. 
Fully twelve inches of the way was through 
quartz, unmixed with earth or sandstone* 
although it was veined, seamed aud crusted 
in every direction with pqre metal. How 
the huge masses glittered and simmered as 
they .oiled, like flashes of yeilow light,over 
the giddy brink !

I was now so confident of ultimately 
reaching the upper world, that, before pro­
ceeding to tlie work of my deliverance, I 
spent upward of an hour in hewing out the 
most valuable peices of quartz I could se­
lect, and filling my little meal-sack, first 
careful‘y gathering every crumb of tbe 
cracker, which I placed in my side-pocket. 
All, save one, piece which would find its 
way IQ my mouth !

When at length the little bag was fill­
ed, by its weight I judged to contain 
pure bullion to the ^alue of nearly twu ty 
thousand dollars. This I resolved to carrjj 
wjjh me to Ihe upper world, if possible j 
and, not daring to burdeu myself with 
more, I now proceeded to attack the roof.

I here, however, met with a misfortune 
which impressed me more severely than 
any incident that had yet befallen me. 
Scarcely had 1 resumed my labors with the 
crow bar, when it accidentally slipped from 
mv hands and rolled over the ledge. 1 
stood for a few seconds, perfectly petrified 
with grief and despair. The ringing clang 
of the bar, as it bounded from ledge to, 
ledge to the seemingly deptliless abyss,, 
sounded like the knell of expiring hope. £ 
looked upon the event as a judgment up­
on niy cupidity in gathering togetberwealth 
in such a place, when time was so precious 
and burst into tears. A ll rpen l,ea,'n 
weep iu the course of an average lifetime— 
[graduated in the accomplishment during 
my residence in that shadow ot the valley, 
of death.

L still had my pick, and again 1 dashed 
away despair by a resort to iny unfailing 
and sympathising little friend the torrent. 
Judgment or no judgment gbld- 
seekitlg was my trade, and, 
grasping my remaining implement with an 
ironbaifd, \ resolved to pleav tQ my J>ag 
of bullion, if the heavens fell.

i -  • *
I soon found that I had somewhat ex­

aggerated the misfortune sustained in the 
loss of tbe crow-bar. Although fully four 
hours were consumed in breaching the 
ledge, at length 1 succeeded, and passed 
through with all my effects. 1 was well 
rewarded for my persevcrence. For here 
1 found the uniformity of tbe system of 
ledges destroyed by a long natural gallery 
upward of thirty feet in hi girt, while the 
ledges continued on the opposite side ot 
the abyss in unbroken order. 1 imrnedi-. 
ately attacked the sloping and irregular 
side of the gallery, to hew a staircase 
around and up to I he highest ledge I could 
see on the opposite side. This, however 
required many hours of arduous toil; and 
when at last 1 reached the ledge, and bad 
carried up my effects, 1 was almost utterly 
exhausted. Just then my last pine-knot 
torch expired. But this now gave me 
little concern, for 1 had reached a point 
barely twenty feet below tbe top of the 
crater’s rim. and could see quite distinctly, 
as the snn had not yet gone down,

I had lelt the little rivulet far be­
hind in iny devious ascent ; so , 
w earily  retracing my steps, 1 found 
it a g a i n ,  and placing; in my m onth  
the last crum b of the cracker, I took  
a deep draught from Ihe lim p ed  
flood. T hen, regain ing m y lofty  
perch— not, how ever, w ithout b ein g  
severely slu ng by a scorpion on the 
w a y — 1 prepared for sleep.

That ni^ht I had a horrible dream .
I thought that I rolled from the led ge  
into tne abyss. D ow n , dow n, in ­
definitely dow n, I lelt m vself plung­
ing, w hile  a great sound of thunder 
w as in my ears. At length, c f  all 
the im possible freaks o fd ream -lan d ,
I landed safely on a ledge, w ith a 
m oderate bum p w hich  m erely  
aw oke m e. I w as lying on m y  
back, and started up in alarm for f 
could see  no stars above m e. A ll 
w as inky blackness. Good h ea ­
vens ! the dream  m ust be true. 
Surely the heavens had  fallen in, 
w iih  a vengeance. In m y first con ­
fusion, 1 argued that, perhaps I had  
fallen so far that the stars were out 
of s ig n t ; but just then a crash o f  
thunder and a vivid flash o f  light­
n ing apprised me that the b lack ness  
overhead w as only a tem porary  
freak o f the elem ents,

After aw aking from another and| 
longer nap in a drenching rait\, ij 
w a s further alarm ed to finci m y  
left hand so sw o llen  from th#>atin^ 
ot the scorpion that I couW  
only w ith  the greatest d jf|icu h y .
I a lso discovered, aftos;- di+p toil at 
the rocky roof ove^tea^ ' that iti 
would be im possible, lo. efjfect an  
aperture sufficiently large to admit, 
the p assagj ol my body. T h e rock, 
through thia w as lik e adamant.. 
After great e.fib-t I su cceed ed  it\ 

Concluded on fourth page,
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