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Bt'x'rctorg.

DR. HOSTETTER,
Jlember of the Eoyal College of Surgeons
England*

Opposite the Elgin Mills,
RICHMOND HILL.
June 9,18C5, 1y

DR. JAS. LANGSTAFF,

ILL generally be found at home before
half»pa6t 7 a,m. and from 1to 2 p.m.

fUclimoud Hill, June, 1865 1

JOHN M. REID, M. D.,

COR. OF YONGE AND COLBURNE STS.,
THORNHILL.

onsultations in the office on the mornings
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 8 to

10, a. n), Ip*All consultations iu the office,
Cash.
Thornhill, June !), 1865 1
LAW CARDS.
JAMES M. LAWRENCE,

Clerk ofthe 3rd Division Court,
CONVEYANCER, AND

COMMISSIONER IN THE QUEEN'’S BENCH

Office opposite R. RAYMQpjD’S HOI EL,

Richmond Hill.

Deeds, Mortgages, &c., drawn up with neat-
mess aud despatch.

- Richmond Hill, June 9, 1865.

M. TEEFY, ESQ.,

Notary Putolic,

COMMISSIONER IN THE QUEEN'S BENCH,
CONVEVANCtII, AND

DIVISION COURT AGENT,
RICHMOND HILL POST OFFICE.

1

A GREEMENTS, Bonds, Deeds, Mortgages,
Wills, &c., &c., drawn with attention
and promptitude, Terms moderate.

Richmond Hi)!, June 9, 1865.

CHAS. C. KELLER,

Attorney -at -law. solicitor

in Chancery, Conveyancer, *fec. Office
in Victoria Buildings, ovorthe Chronicle office,
Brock Street, Whitby.

Also a Branch Office in the village of Bea-
verton, Township of Thorah, and County of
Ontario.

The Division Courts in Ontario, Richmond
Hill, and Markham Village regularly attended.

W hitby June 2, 1865.

S H & rnis $L}otcl,

GEORGE SIMSON, Proprietor.

.Xo0o0om¢c

S TABLING for Sijftv Horses Qqod Pas-
turage. Loose Boxes for Race Horses

and E£tufjjj.
Monthly Fair held on the premises, first
Wednesday in each month. Ageucy as usual.

Richmond Hill, June 9, 18G5. J

MITCHIIL HOUSE !

AURORA.

D AVID McLEOD begs to announce that

he has Leased the above Hotel and fitted
ii up in a mauiier second to none on Yonge St-
where he will keep constantly on hand a good
supply of first-class Liquors, &c. This house
possesses every lccominodation TmytHers can
desire, those who wish to stay wl\ere they can
find every comfort are respectfully to
put up at this establishment

Aurora, June, 1S65. I-tf

THOMAS SEDMAN,

Carriage ancl Waggon
MAKER,

E Il T A

&c. &c. &e.

Residence—Nearly opposite the Post Office,
RicSunced Hill

Uu H rD K E 11

Jun*' 1865,

NEW SERIES,

Vol. V1. INlo. 30,

LOOK AT THIS
JOHN BARRON.

Manufacturer and Dealer in all kinds of Men’s
Women’s and Children’s

BOOTS &SHOES,

38 West Market Square, 2 doors south
of King Street,

TORONTO.

One of the oldest and cheapest houses in the
trade.

OX Give John a call when in To\yn.
Toronto, Dec. 1865. 27

X jX JIM :33£3H .X3XrG V -!

ABRAHAM EYER

EGS respectinlly to iuform his customers
,,d the public that he i» prepared to do

PLANEINC TO ORDER,
In any quantity, and on short notice.
Planed Lumber, Flooring, &c.
Kept on hand, SAW ING done promptly ; also

Lumber Tongtied & Groved

At the lowest possible rates.

Saw Mill on lot 25, 2nd Con. Markham, 2£
milleseastof Richmond H 11 by tho Plank Road

Richmond Hill, June 26, 1865. 4-ly

GEO. McPHILLIPS & SON,

Provincial Land Surveyors,
RICHMOND HILL, C. W
June 7j'1865.

J, GORMLEY,

COMMISSIONER. IN QUEER'S BENCH

CONVEYANCER AND
X JC T io isrzEiEsrs.,

Lot 3i, 4th Con. Markham,

June 9, 1865. 1-11

The Best i3 Always the Cheapest.

POWELL"’S

CANADIAN SWING PIMPS !

A CKNOWLEDGED by 800 Farmers, Pro-
r\_ tessional Gentlemen and others (who
have them working in Wells, varying iii depth
from 10 to 133 feet), to be tho jJEASIRST
WORKED. MOST DURABLE, and EFFI-
CIENT ever offered to the Public.

(i T Price 60 pentp per foot. Noextra charge
for Top,

Every Pump Warranted)

Orders for these Pumps addresssed to

C, POWELL, Newton Brook, C.W.
Wi ill receive prompt attention.

June 7, 1865. I-tf

DAVID EYER,
Slave & Shingle Manufacturer

Jun.,

R ESIDENCE—Lot 2nd Con. Markham
on the E Igiu MiHs* Plank Road.

A large Stock ofSrAVF.s and Shingles, kept
constantly on hand,and sold af the lewest Prices

UU* Call ftnd examine Stock before purchase
jug elsewhere.

Post Office Address— Richm&nd Ilill.
June 1865 1*

JAMES BOWMAN,

Issuer of Marriage Licenses,
ALMIRA MILLS,
Markham, Nov. 1, 1865.

tf

22

IS.

Chemist & Druggist,

RICHMOND HILL

1. Hall,

*A"TV.Gr. O A S T
manopactuhkr ok

I>UitE AND UNADULTERATED

CONFECTIONARY!

363 Yonge Street, Toronto*

B il j,

W. G. C, calk at all the Stores between
Toronto and Richmond Mill every two wee”s,
and supplies Confectionary of all kincU at the
Lowest Wholesale prices,

Toronto, July £k, 1865, 7
EAVE TRQUSHS, WATER SPOUTS,
CISTRONS AND PUMPS !

Manufactured and for Sale by

Im XjangstafT,
Sticam Mills, *”~gkkh| 11,

September 7, 1865

Jo
145t

DR. JAS. LANGSTAFF,

Office Hours, 7to 8a.m. & i to 2p in,

A LL parties owing Dr, J. Langstaff are
expected to call and pay promptly,
he has payments now that must be met.
Mr. Benj. Jenkins is authorized to collect
and give receipts for him.
Richmond Hill, Sept. 7, 1865,.

DENT I STBY.

14-t.f

Wi Q. ADAMS,

«f.t.,
95 King Street East, Toronto,
NEAR CHURCH STRBKT,
| S prepared to wait upon any who.need his
professional services in order to preserve
their teeth, or relieve suffering and supply new
teeth in the most approvedstyle. Also to regu-
late the teeth of those who need it
Consultation free, and all work warranted.

June, 1865. 31-y

D- D. §°,

i his

*/\

“ Let Sound Reason weigh more -with us than Popular Opi'ni.on.”

KICHMONZL) IlIlILL,

the surface.
fasten ‘he
was  swtinjr

gold before returning to
Then, permitting Ali*uel to
rope under my arnf>pri* |
over th* chasm,” uiy two comera.l<
meanwhile keepm" a ttgltf grip on th
rope, winch bad also" a,,-twist round the
crowbar. .
A feeling of horror H)ok possession of me
as | felt tnyse|l slowjy-descending into tho
unknown depths of llmt fearful abyss 1
raised my band, feeling of the lightly drawn

fiicrfltnrc.
Scorpion Grulcli.

4 gold.sreker’s tali?
D

(hntinucd.

In the morning ive were fully so. A
hearty neal and a long refreshing, slumber

are wonderful antidotes to uio.bij ropea bove my head,. St"d was astonished
thoughts. ~ When the sun was about |hat | noticed had not ljeJore how very
three hours high, we smarted again with fraj| jt was. My sensitiveness was so great
crow-bars, picks and spades, while the that it seemed to.be a'fnere thread. 1 was
Dcu carried a hran new three-quarter fjjled with a vague'horror tljat it might, at
inch Manilla rope, ahout a hundred and apy moment.snap and launch me lo destruc-
twenty-five feet in length, which he took ¢jon. Nevertheless, I"&nquered my fears
from among the effects with which his py 5 great effort of volition, controlling
beast had been lauen. ~ Donna Maria myself sufficiently to call up at intervals.
gave us a charming God-speed in Span- Al ri-;htp to my companions above.
ish, bestowing a bright look ou Hereford Upon examining tlie "wall’ot the chasm
with her large black eyes; little Inez ran
for a considerable distance screaming and
laughing alter us; and we saw in every
thing auspicious signs ol success.

nearest me, | was so exceedingly encour-
aged to perceive, iu 'th* uncertain light,
the yellow glitter.l knew so well how to
appreciate. Therock was litterally seam-

Arriving once more at the gulch, it did €d and clothed with g9lden ore. | was
not look quite so goolmy and forbidding Shout to realize all IJiad dreamed—|1
as on the evening before. We allowed Was penetrating the bosom of t_he moun.
our guide to make the preliminary prepa- tains, tile golden heart of*the sierras, at
rations, which he quickly performed with Whise gloomy e*ieriors. I had so often
a practiced hand. Our apprehensions Moodily gazed, longing to pierce them

were further modified by the fearlessness With clairvoyant vjsiou.  Nevertheless,
with which lie approached the yawning the darkness soon becairte so dense that f

chasm. could not see my hand before my face,
and my golden visions were* slowly dark-
ened by the actual terrors by which 1 was
surrounded,

At length [ felt that the extremity of
the rope, must be reached, as the regular
jerks above my head suddenly ceased. |
had left tbhe broad, sunny daylight behind
me j hut now, turning My gaze upward
through the apparently diminutive aper
ture at the top, the dutline of which |

Fastening one end of his stout rope to
a tree on the side which sloped most gra-
dually to (lie verge, he took tlie cord in
his hand and boldly walked down to the
inner brink. He then called out to us to
let the crow-bar slide dowij to liiut. This
we did, and, supporting himself with the
rope, he soon succeeded in inserting the
iiuge bar deep into the soil. Me then
made fast the rope to lhe bar, thus form-

ing a very ingenious rail, by which one could faintly distinguish, 1 saw the stars
could descend to the mouth of the pit Shining brightly in the heavens. I must
with comparative security. According NOW surely be deep enough. Feeling out

for the wall, 1 luckily toiind it close at

to his directions, we now rolled bun down
some pine-branches and several large
stones, which he dexterously caught and
proceeded to build round the crow-bar
into a little pyramid, selecting and filling
the stones with such nicely that they !Ungs- The wall 4i*. .moist, but 1 man
made a bulwark of considerable strength. aged to strike a mate/., 'and soon kindled
Then, flinging the remainder of the line & tlarinj’ torch from one’Vmr pine-knots,

over the veige of the cbasin, he suddenly Placing itin aniche just above my head.
1 was disappointed at the amount of light

hand, and, to my joy, discovered a broad,
firm ledge, which | immediately gained,
giving a sigh ot reliefas [ loosened the
tight pressure of the sord from across iny

caught it will) a seemingly careless grip,
Bung himself over it, and, in an instant emitted by the flame, which | ’attributed
was lost to view. to the dampness of the atmosphere.
. . Nevertheless, a broad portion of the op-
Ilis disappearance was so sudden that . . .
X X posite side of the chasm was made visible
it startled us considerably. At the same . . L
. . o the sight of which dissipated any uncer-
tune, it gave us a much higher opinion . R . . L
tainty which may have existed in my inind
of our swarthy confrere than we ever . . .
. as lo whether the glittering particles | had
before had entertained. .
seen were truly gold- The glorious me-
He must have gone down pretty far, tal cropped out in huge, pure masses at

for, although wo could hear him swearing my very feet. The entire circumlerence
at the obstacles he was encountering, his gf the abjss was auriferous ore ! | was
voice came up very indistinctly.  Then aimost wild with conflicting emotions.
there was a silence for many seconds where Lstood, the quartz was exceed-
W e begau to fear that some accident had ingly friable. It was possible, with a
befallen him, when suddenly the rope was |jttle-diligence with my pick, to detach
tugged more vigorously, indicating that masses, seventy-five per cent, of which
he was now ascending, and pretty soon \yas clean, genuine gold.

huge sombiero appeared above the
mouth of the pit. With an agile leap, he
was again standing on ihe edge.

‘Gold! Goldl plenty! plenty!” he
cried, and, taking off his hat, he took
from its depths, and tossed us up, two
fragments of dirty quartz, weighing two
or three pounds each.

Hereford and | uttered jovful exclama-
tions as we cracked one of these open
with a pick. Absolutely one eighth of
the mass was pure glittering metal. The
second fragment proved even richer than

1 was suddenly interrupted in
operations by a great noise, as of
tention, far above my head. |
hear curses and yells, and now and then
fragments of the little pyramid, which
Gonzago had piled about tbe crowbar,
would come burling down before my
face. | held my breath in an excess of
terror. An indistinct premonition that
something frightful was ahout to happen
took possession of me, and | quacked
from head to foot. Just then there was
R a great shout at the top ; then as a mass
the first. ~ Surely, we hand found our —rendered shapeless by the velocity of
Eldoradt_) a_t last. . its fall—came rushing by me to the

But sin is a frequent accompaniment of depths below, a shriek, an awful howl

wealth.  * See " said I-_|er_eford, POINtMY o) horror smote my ears with an empha-
to the earth lhat was clinging to one ol echo through

the fr_agments ;and. as I_ Iooked,_ | saw a That mass
sco_rplon ab_out thre_e mch_es |_n Iength, a human
spring from it, and elide with incredible
raptdi'y down the slope.

‘ Pluto, the god of riches, was also the
deiiv of hell,” f moralized.

Bui vve were bv no means despondent.
W e now thought little of the horrors of
that rift in the bosom ofthe hills, but onlv
of the yellow treasures which its black
maw must contain.

Miguel now came up to
witnessing our delight with
equanimity, he intimated th.it
should now be explored upon a
extensive scale. He said that he had
not gone down more than thirty fe‘t.
and his powers of language were entirely
inadequate to express the *plenty’ of
gold which he had seep shining on the
walls. He thought one ofthe party had —his little girl spying us as we buried
better be_fastened to a _rope_, and_ lowerel ojir treasure-—his jealousy and hatred of
down to its full Iength_, itbeing his theory Hereford—and, last of all, bis .luring us
that the quartz was richer- further down to that remote and almost impenetrable

Hereford an_d _I were so elated at t_he crater ; all these refteotiofls rushed through
prospect of filling our pockets On the in- and 1 knew that

i | my mind in an instant,

stant, as well as of mak?ng prgparatlor?*, my friend was, ere this, in the other
for future cart loads of tlie precious min- world.
eral, that there was some contention be
tween us as to which should first go
down. At length we tossed up a half-
dollar to decide, and | was elected.

Strapping a small pick to my belt, and
providing myself willi pine-knots and
matches to illuminate the deiths when |

my
con-
could

sis which will continue to
lhem till my dying day.
was a human form, that howl
voice.

Whose 1

My heart stood still a; | put to it that
frightful query. 1 listened, with a sense
of hearing sharpened by my extremity
ilito an acuteness of abnormal intensity.
Far, far down below, went the sullen
boom of that falling body, striking the
ledges as it went, until at length it died
away ; and then, far up above, | heard a
fierce shout, and caught the expression :
‘Accursed Americanos.’ Then, with
aorrible rapidity—Ilike the events of a
lifetime that pass in panorama through
the brain of the drowning man—ink by
ink. 1 worked together the incidents of
the few previous days. Our instinctive
fear of GonJiiigo— his sileqt, sinister ways

After
usual
gulch
m ire

us.
his
the

| was aroused from
rope
it

In a few seoonds.
my horror hy feeling a tug at the
from above. Instinctively loosening
from iny person, | wound the end secure
ly around a massife fragment close at
hand. Scarcely was this done, witen the

should get to the extent of the line, 1 the crowbar came rattling and clang_ing
concluded ray preparations by stuffing by roe. ~ Down, down, clanked the iron
in mv belt a small meal-bag, in which bar, but was soon_ brought to a stop by
the Donna had placed my lunch. The the fastening which | had made secure.

bag I confidently expected to fill 6eQ™ at 'Tas e"“ 2Dty *n

FRIDAY, DIXIIMBEIi 29,

TERMS $1 OO In Advance.

1865, W hole j\o, 200.

launching me after iny comrade, for he smoothly perpendicular, but composed en-
hung round the mouth of the abyss, send  tjrely of ledges or galliers, at quiet re-
ing down a jargon af oaths and yells, but gyjar interval, probably varying in width
without eliciting any response from me from six to ten feet. Above and below
At length all was silent. I concluded he 35 far as | could tlirpw the light of my
had gone away; and sitting down upon torch, | saw Ibis singular formation, and
the ledge, and howing my bead upon my concluded thae it must be so all the way
knees, I gave myself up to the host of tothe surface. It struck me at once as
emotions which oppressed my brain. a kind of ogre’s amphitheatre, as if there,

Need | say that | considered myself i, other days, they had held iheir hideous
lost beyond redemption? The awful ex. or.;ieS.

tremity of iny own situation soon amelio-
rated the grief and horror into which the
death of my friend had plunged me. |

| was encouragad to find myself plan-
ning and devising, with a busy brain, iome

method of ascent, however vidibulously
must have sat thus for hours, for, when . . .
. impossible.  Anything; was preferable to
| again scanned the walls of the abyss, T e X
o .. the torpidity of despair. To ascend by
saw them but indistinctly, for the torc'i

climbing up the edges of these projections

which | had lighted, was nearly consumed . . . i
9 Y outside, over their appalling hrinks, was

Even while | looked it burnt from its
. . R not to be thought of fora moment. Even
fastening aid fell into the unknown depths
. . . if tne horror of the unfathomable depths
below, The bare idea of being left in . . R
. had not beeq a sufficient objection, the
that subterranean darkness was so horri-

tact that these edges were crumbly and

ble that my hand fluttered at my belt for

a match immed ately. ins_ecure was an insurmountable one. |
retired to the centre of the platform |

But | paused. I only had three more ,ccupied, and looked up. The ceiling of
p.ne knots. Should 1 not be sparing of the |edge immediately above was about

them for an emergency? Emergency!
What one could arise more perilous than
my present situation ? The air was so
mo|st that | began to shake with cold.
No sound through that realm of dark
ne«s—iH> sound but the shrill small voice
of that little torrent, dripping somewhere
downward through the gloom. When
far above, in the blissful regions of light
and warmth, | had imagined that sound
to be the chuckling laughter of a fiend!
wVitli what fearful fancies did it now im-
press me ! | coulJ have sworn that it
w;>s a voice, a demoniac voice. There
was a weird, ghostly significance in its
hollow but ringing laugh, Now it would
chuckle in a wicked, self-satisfied way,
then it would ring long and clear in sil-
very peals, with a joy so exultant and
wild that 1 feared it would make me in-
sane, and closed my ears with iny fin-
gers, which gave to it a muffled, ill-defin-
ed murmur, as ot half-surppressed mirth,
which Pas more horrible still. The aw-
ful blackness of that quintessence of
midnight darkne s lay upon me with the
weight of an iron globe. | shut my

two foflt above iny head. The only posr
sible mode of accent seemed to be by
digging one’s way up through the suc-
cessive platforms or tiers. When | r«T
fleeted that I must be nearly or quiet one
hundred feet below the crater's rim, tre
old qualms of despair almost repossessed
me, but I managed to become myself
again.

At least | would die trying to escape.
Choosingjeveral large fragments, I loosr
ened them with my pickax, and built a
little hillock on the ledge, by which |
was enabled to step up to within a few
inches af the ceiling ; and, avoiding the
loathsome insects as much as possible, |
commenced pegging away at the rockv
roof with all my might. It was very slow
and arduous work ; still I milJe headway
iu tbe friable stone made porous by the
filiations of ages and the corrosions of
nameless centuries. Once | Game very
near loosing my pick. It flew from my
hand by accident, and almost rolled over
the ledge. Regaining it, | proceeded to
avoid a similar accident b/ securing it to

eyos, and would yet feel it, pressing upon MY wrist With a thong, Which 1 Cl{' fro_m
head and bosom, until | could scarcely 1NY buc!<sk|n trowsers. W_hlle doing this.
breathe. But, sufferings of the imagina- ! Perceived the rope dangliog over the
tion, like those of the body, must cease ledge. 1 had forgotten all about (hat.yet
in lime j and, after an interval, L resign- there it was, with the crowbar probably
ed myself to my fate, and passed into a ‘j"ttaChEd to ||s_0ther end, | was over-
kind of torpor of despair, From this | joyed at this discovery, as (he crow would
was awakened by a clammy hand—so be a most valuable auxiliary to the further-
it seemed—a corpse like, death-dewy @&nce of my project. Quickly drawing up

shuddering hand, passing across my neck. tbe line and loosening the still secure bar,

Fliujing it off with a stifled shriek, 1 ! set towork again, with a degree of
hastily lit another torch, and perceived Ccheeriness which surprised me. 1 pried
that the U'dge upon which | stood was off great fragments, which went boomino-

down the abyss, making a most appalling,
long echoing din. In about an hour, To
my great joy, | felt ihe crow go through
to the surface above. With a little more
hard work, | effected a large breach in
the yielding rock, through which, after
increasing the elevation of the artificial
stool on which | stood, | could thrust my
head and shoulders. Very greatly en-
couraged, | put all my implements un
through the aperture, and then crawled
up myself, torch in hand.

swarming with the great, black, loathsome
lizards peculiar to California, one of which
must haven given me that clammy touch
which had so appalled me. The sudden
gleam of the torch was reassuring, and j
again began to examine the walls in a
mechanical way. To my disgust, they
were alive with large scorpious, while,
from several ledges, | noticed, hanging
and swinging, several of those hideous,
black, bloated spiders, the tarantula—
whose very aspect curdles the blood of
the stranger. The bite of tliis insect is
exceedingly venomous and sometimes
fatal, and the sting Irom tbe tail of the
scorpion—doubly dangerous from the fact
thas it moves with incredible velocity—
is scarcely less painful.

After gaining the new ledge, | found
to my alarm, that my torch was more
than half consumed- | had only road's
my way up about ten feet, according to
my calculation—estimatng eight "feet,
from floor to ceiling, with two for the
thickness of the ledge through which 1
had forced a breach. At that rate it
wo ild require the light of more than a
dozen pine-knots—of which I now had
but two and a half—to light ine up to life
again.

Again | viewed the glittering gold-
crusted walls of my prison-house with
gloomy reflections, Above, around be-
neath my feet was opulence outvying that
of kingdoms and principalities— wealth
enough to equip vast armies and cover the
seas with mighty navies:—all this wilhin
my clutch—all thi*, and yet not enough
to purchase me a gulp of God’s pure at-
mosphere ; not enough, perhaps, to save
tne from a lingering, miserable, unwept
for tomb. | covered my face with my
hands, and burst into a torrent of bitier,
scalding tears. But dark as may be the
vicissitudes of fortune, ollen there are
litlle things winch may afford momentary
ielief.

Nevertheless, | resolved to do the best
| could with the materials at hand. The
next ledge, immediately overhead, was
thicker than the first, but not 10 far above
mo, which rendered it easier of access ;
anil | made a breach in about the same
time. In this way, after consuming
another of my preciouspine knots, |
forced through five ledges in all, when |
was so exhausted that | concluded to call
it a foil day’s or night’s work (1 could not
tell which,) and knock off for a dose of
nature’s sweet restorer. I was very
hungry, and then, for the first time, ex-
amined into the contents of the little
meat-bag slung at my side, Meat there
was none—only a few broken pieces of
hard-tack. | had seen the Donna place
meat within the bag. It must have been
removed by that monster in human
shape, who would thus consign me to a
death by stravation— thus to insure iny
destruction. How precious now became
these pieces of hard-baked and stale crack-
ets!

I found that the little rivulet, whose
silvery voice had at first so frightfully
affected my morbid sensibility, dripped
from the rocks so near me that, by cau-
tiously crawling, | could reach a little
splashing basin, which it formed on the
right hand extremity of the ledge where-
on | _rested. | drank_a deep draught,
| amy tjathed my head in ils relresiling cur
rents, That, at least, wes sweet am
pure, and fresh from the free air of the
mountains above. It had no longer a
demon’s voice for me, but tinkled merrily
down, like a chime of fairy-bells. That
hearty draught and ablution was like a re-
sumption of the connection with the upper
World, which 1 had almost resigned for-
ever. Naturally of a disposition exceed-
ingly sanguine, the reaction from despair
to hone was almost like the work of en-
chantment. | began to eye tiie walls
oot with the dull stare ot hopelessness,
b«t with tbe swift glance of enterprise.

With a full knowledge o1l their value I
took a handful of lhe crumbs, crawled to
the tumbling rill which 1 yet held within
reach, and there made a supper whose de-
licious relish passes all words to express.
This done, deeply refreshed and thankful.
| crawled back to my working place, ex-
tinguished the torch, and composed my
weary limbs for repose, satisfied that | was
foriy feet nearer tbe surface than when my
labor commenced.

The ledge upon which | stood was a
broad, deep platform of mingled earth and
quartz, and it shook as 1 stamped it with
my heavy heel. It must, therefore, be

Notwithstanding the dampness of the
ar, and the tormenting lizards, | slept well
also comparatively thin as well as broad. and arose strong and honefnl for another
Advancing to the on'er edge as near ai | struggle to gain the upper air. Before
dared, | cast the light of my torch Up and ilighting my torch, | was greatlv encourag-
down the opposite wall, and saw that the led to perceive that the duikyess was not so
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densely black as it had been. | could sea
lhe larger auriferous”article* glittering on
the wall. To my still greater sauisfactioii
on creeping to the verge -of tbe ledge, and
looking upward, | noticed that the stars in
m the sky were not so distinct as uron my
former observation.  Jcorrectly ascribed
these phenomena partially to the fact that
my sight had improved on longer ac-
guaintance with tlie darkness, and partially
because | was approaching the regions of
light. | also argued that I must have
passed a portion of one day and an entire
night iu the abyss. When 1 first observed
tbe stars, from the loner ledge, it was
shortly after my descent, and therefore,
broad day in the upper regions; whereas
now, if it weie night, 1should perceive the
stats quite as distinctly as if viewing thena
fjom the earth's surface.

Much encouraged, though with a visible
sense of hunger, 1 lit my torch, aud set to
work with  a will.  The present
roof which 1 was attempting to force was
more difficult than any of the others,
being thicker, harder, and more compact.
Fully twelve inches of the way was through
quartz, unmixed with earth or sandstone*
although it was veined, seamed aud crusted
in every direction with pgre metal. How
the huge masses glittered and simmered as
they .oiled, like flashes of yeilow light,over
the giddy brink !

I was now so confident of ultimately
reaching the upper world, that, before pro-
ceeding to tlie work of my deliverance, |
spent upward of an hour in hewing out the
most valuable peices of quartz | could se-
lect, and filling my little meal-sack, first
careful'y gathering every crumb of tbe
cracker, which | placed in my side-pocket.
All, save one, piece which would find its
way IQ my mouth !

When at length the little bag was fill-
ed, by its weight | judged to contain
pure bullion to the ~alue of nearly twu ty
thousand dollars. This | resolved to carrjj
wjjh me to Ihe upper world, if possible j
and, not daring to burdeu myself with
more, | now proceeded to attack the roof.

I here, however, met with a misfortune
which impressed me more severely than
any incident that had yet befallen me.
Scarcely had 1 resumed my labors with the
crow bar, when it accidentally slipped from
mv hands and rolled over the ledge. 1
stood for a few seconds, perfectly petrified
with grief and despair. The ringing clang
of the bar, as it bounded from ledge to,
ledge to the seemingly deptliless abyss,,
sounded like the knell of expiring hope. £
looked upon the event asa judgment up-
on niy cupidity in gathering togetberwealth
in such a place, when time was so precious
and burst into tears. All rpen lea,n
weep iu the course of an average lifetime—
[graduated in the accomplishment during
my residence in that shadow ot the valley,
of death.

Lstill had my pick, and again 1 dashed
away despair by a resort to iny unfailing
and sympathising little friend the torrent.
Judgment or no  judgment gbld-
seekitlg was my trade, and,
grasping my remaining implement with an
ironbaifd, \ resolved to pleav tQ myJ>ag
of bullion, if the heavens f_ell;
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I soon found that | had somewhat ex-
aggerated the misfortune sustained in the
loss of tbe crow-bar. Although fully four
hours were consumed in breaching the
ledge, at length 1 succeeded, and passed
through with all my effects. 1 was well
rewarded for my persevcrence. For here
1 found the uniformity of tbe system of
ledges destroyed by a long natural gallery
upward of thirty feet in higirt, while the
ledges continued on the opposite side ot
the abyss in unbroken order. 1 imrnedi-.
ately attacked the sloping and irregular
side of the gallery, to hew a staircase
around and up to lhe highest ledge I could
see on the opposite side. This, however
required many hours of arduous toil; and
when at last 1 reached the ledge, and bad
carried up my effects, 1 was almost utterly
exhausted.  Just then my last pine-knot
torch expired. But this now gave me
little concern, for 1 had reached a point
barely twenty feet below tbe top of the
crater’s rim. and could see quite distinctly,
as the snn had not yet gone down,

I had lelt the little rivulet far be-
hind in iny devious ascent; so,
wearily retracing my steps, 1found
it again, and placing; in my month
the last crumb of the cracker, | took
a deep draught from Ilhe limped
flood. Then, regaining my lofty
perch—not, however, without being
severely slung by a scorpion on the
way—1 prepared for sleep.

That ni~*ht | had a horrible dream.
I thought that I rolled from the ledge
into tne abyss. Down, down, in-
definitely down, I lelt mvself plung-
ing, while a great sound of thunder
was in my ears. At length, cf all
the impossible freaks ofdream-land,
I landed safely on a ledge, with a
moderate bump which merely
awoke me. I was lying on my
back, and started up in alarm for f
could see no stars above me. All
was inky blackness. Good hea-
vens ! the dream must be true.
Surely the heavens had fallen in,
wiih a vengeance. In my first con-
fusion, 1argued that, perhaps | had
fallen so far that the stars were out
of signt; but just then a crash of
thunder and a vivid flash of light-
ning apprised me that the blackness
overhead was only a temporary
freak of the elements,

After awaking from another and|
longer nap in a drenching rait\, ij
was further alarmed to finci my
left hand so swollen from th#>atin®
ot the scorpion that I couW
only with the greatest djfjicuhy.
| also discovered, aftos;- di+p toil at
the rocky roof ove~tea™' that iti
would be impossible, lo. efjfect an
aperture sufficiently large to admit,

the passagj ol my body. The rock,
through thia was like adamant..
After great efib-t | succeeded it\

Concluded on fourth page,



