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® ! ) f  f r i t  g r r s i J
IS  P U B L I S H E D

EVERY FRIDAY MORNING
A 'nd d e sp a tc h e d  lo S u b sc r ib e rs  by th e  earlie : 

m a i ls ,  o f  o th e r  c o n v e y a n c e ,  w h e n  so d es ire (

T*he Y O R K  H E R A L D  w ill a lw a y s  be 
be fo u n d  to  c o n ta in  th e  la te s ta n d  m o e tiin p o r-  

t a n t  F o re ig n  a n d  P ro v in c ia l  N ew *  an d  M a r ­
k e ts ,  an d  th e  g re a te s t  c u re  w ill be la k e n  to  
r e n d e r  i t  a c c e p ta b le  t o t h e m a n o f  b u s in e s s ,  
a n d  a  v a lu a b le  F a m ily  N e w sp a p e r .

T* K R 'M S .—-S ev eii and  S ix p e n c e  pe r A n n u m ,  ik 
a d v a n ce  ; a n d  i f  no t p a id  w ith in  T h r e .  

M o u t h s  tw o do lla rs  w ill be  c h a rg e d .

RATES OF ADVERTISING :•
S lx lin te san d  u n d e r , f irst in s e r t io n  $ 0 0  50
E a c h ' sXibsoquent in s e r t io n .........................  0 0  1 2 $
T e n  l in e s  an d  u n d e r , f irst in se r tio n   00 75£
A b o v e  te n  lin e s , f irs t in . ,  p e r  l i n e . . . .  00 07 
E a t h  s u b s e q u e n t  in s e r tio n ,  p e r l i n e . . . .  O'* 02 

1CF A d v e rtis e m e n ts  w ith o u t w r itte n  d ir e c ­
t io n s  in se r te d  till fo rb id , an d  c h a rg e d  a c c o rd ­
in g ly .

A ll tran s ito ry  a d v e r tis e m e n ts , from  s tr a n g e r  
o r  i r re g u la r  cu s to m ers , m u s t be p a id  fo r w h en  
h a n d e d  in  for in se r tio n .

A  liberal d isco u n t w ill be  m a d e  to p a r t ie s  a d ­
v e r tis in g  by th e  y ea r.

A ll  a d v e r tis e m e n ts  p u b lish e d  fo r a  le s s  p e ­
r io d  th a n  one  m o n th , m u s t  be p a id  fo r  in  a d ­
v a n c e .

A ll le tte rs  a d d re sse d  to th e  E d i to r  mu& t be 
p o s t  paid .

N o p a p e rd is c o n t in u e d  u n t i l  a l la r r e a r a g e s a re  
p a id  : an d  p a r tie s  r e fu s in g  p a p e rs  w ith o u t pay 
i n g  u p ,  w ill .b e  h e ld  a c c o u n ta b le  f o r th e  s u b ­
sc r ip t io n .

T H E  Y O R K  I I E R A L D

B o o k  a n d  . f o b  S p r i n t i n g

E S T A 1 J L I S M E N T .

O R D E R S  fo r  a n y  o f  th o  u n d e rm e n tio n e d  
d e sc r ip tio n  o f  L 'L A IN  an d  F A N C Y  JO B  

W O R K  w ill be  p ro m p tly  a t te n d e d  t o : —
BOOKS, FANCY B IL L S, BUSINKSS CAIUIS, I.AKGE

B IL L  HKA 1S, B A NI I5CK S.DUA

A n d  e v e ry  o th e r  k in d  o f

LETTER-PRESS PRINTING
d o n e  in  th e  b e s t  s ty le ,  a t  m o d e ra te  r a te s .  

O u r  a s s o r tm e n t  o f  J O B  T Y P E  is en tire ly  
n e w  a n d  o f t h e  l a t e s t  p a t te r n s .  A la rg e  varie ty  
o f  n e w  F a n c y  T y p e  a n d  B o rd e rs , fo r C a rd s, 
C ir c u la r s  ,& -c. k e p t  a lw a y s  on  h an d

2 3 u . o m c \ o . o  B a * c £ t o n > .  ^

 MEDICAL CARDsT'

DR. HOSTETTER,
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 

England,
O pposite  th e  E lg in  M ills,

R IC H M O N D  H I I .L .  
M ay  1, 1861. 1 2 7 - ly p

JOHN N. REID, M.D.,
COR. OF YONGE &  COLBUBNE STS.,

T H O R N H IL L .

C o n su lta tio n s  in the  office o^ the  m o rn in g s 
o f  T u esd ay s . T h u rsd ay s  and  S a tu rd a y s , 8  to 
J 9 ,  a .m .  WJT A ll C o n su lta tio n s  in  tho  otfuie, 
C a s h .

T h o rn h ill ,  A p r i l  9 , ’G 2. 1 76

B. BOWMAN, M.D. 
Physician, Jinrgcoc & Accoucheur

HA S  aga in  re tu rn ed  to A L M IR A  M IL L S  
w here  he can  be con su lted  on the  v a r i­

o u s  b ran ch es  oi' h is p rofession.
N .B . All calls pu n c tu a lly  a ttended  to except 

w h e n  a b sen t on professional business.
A lm ira , M a rk h a m ,

N o v e m b e r 20,. 18G2, 207-tim

LAW CARDS.

ROBERT MARSH, J.P. 
Commissioner in the Queen’s Eeneh

C O N V E Y A N C E R , A c .

C I jE U K  O F  'I H E  3rd D IV IS IO N  C O U R T  
Office, ooposite R A Y M O N D 'S  H O T E L , 

R ic h m o n d  H ill.
D eeds, M ortgages, & c .,  d raw n  up  w ith  n e a t­

n e s s  and  despa tch .
B usiness a ttouded  to a t  th e  C le rk ’s  res idence  

w h  ©n not in th e  O ilice .
R ic h  inond  H ill, J a n .  2 9 , 18G3. 217-1 v.

M. TEEFY, ESQ.,
1STo t a i * y  P u t o l i o ,

(B v  R o y al A u th o rity ,)

COMMISSIONER IN THE QUEEN’ S BENCH
C O N V E Y A N C E R , A N D

D IV IS IO N  COURT A G E N T ,
R IC H M O N D  I I I L L  P O S T  O F F IC E .

A G R E E M E N T S ,  Ronds, D eeds, M o rtg ag es, 
W ills ,  & .C ., &-c., d raw n  w itn  a tten tio n  and  

p ro m p titu d e . T e rm s  m o d era ts .
R ic h m o n d  M ill, A u g  29. 144 -tf.

A C A R D -

W C  K E E L E ,  Es<j., o f th e  C itv  o f  T o r -  
•  on to , has o p en ed  an  oilice  in  th e  V il- 
.fcge o f A u ro ra  for th e  tran sac tio n  o f  C om m on  

L a w  and  C h a n c e ry  B u s in ess , a lso , C o n v e y - 
m ncing  ex ecu ted  w ith  c o r re c tn e s s  an d  despatch  

D iv ision  C o u rts  a tten d ed .
W e llin g to n  S t .  A u ro ra , &. Q u e e n  S t.  T o ro n to  

N o v em b er 20 , i8 6 0 . 1 0 4 -ly

C h arles C. K e lle r ,

AT T O R N E Y -A T  , L A W , SOL1C1TOK 
iu  C h a n c e ry , C o n v e y a n c e r , &.c. Ofiice, 

n  V icto ria  B u ild ings, ov e r th o  C hronicle  o ilice. 
B ro ck  S tre e t,  W hitbv .

A lso  a  B ran ch  O llico  in  th e  v illag e  o f  B ea­
v e r to n , T o w n sh ip  o f T h o ra h ,  a n d  C o u n ty  ol 
O n ta r io .

T h e  D ivision C o u rts  in  O n ta r io , R ich m o n d  Hill, and M ark h am  V illag e  re g u la r ly  a tten d ed  
W h itb y ,  N ov . 2 2 , 18G0 1 0 4 - ly

J A M E S  B O U L T O N , Esq  
B a r r is t e r *

L a w  O ffice— C o rn o r  o f  C h u rc h  nnd  K in g  S ts . 
T o ro n to , M arch  8 , 18G1. 119 -tf

A U R O R A  A N D  R I C H M O N D  H I L L  A D V O C A T E  A N D  A D V E R T I S E R .

A L E X . SC O T T , Proprie tor. “ Let Sound Reason weigh m e r e  with us than Popular Opinion T E R M S  $1 50 In  A d v an ce

T o h  r^ o . 4 0 . R I C H M O N D  l U L L i ,  F R I D A Y ,  S l i P T l i M B E K  4 ,  1 8 6 3 . W h o l e  N o .  * 4 8 .

HOTEL CARDS.

FtlC H M O W D  H IL L  H O T E L
RICHARD NICHOLLS, Proprietor.

A L A U G E  H A L L  is co n n e c te d  w ith  th is 
H otel 1'or A ssem blies. B alls, C o n ce rts , 

M eetings. & o.
A S T A G E  leaves th is  H otel ev ery  m o rn in g  

for T oronto , a t 7 a .m . : re tu rn in g , leaves 
T oronto  a t h a lf-p ast 3.

O '  G ood S tab lin g  an d  a  ca re ftll H ostle r in 
w aiting .
R ich m o n d  I l i l l ,  N ov. 7 , 1661:* 1 4 5 -lly .

" W l i i t c  X33.23L,
R IC H M O N D  H I L L .

T I I E  S u b sc rib e r b e g s  to in fo rm  th e  P ub lic  
t h a t  h e  has leased  th e  above  H o te l,  

w h e re  he w ill k e e p  con stan tly  on h a n d  a good 
supply  o f  firs t-c lass  L iquors, & c . A s th is  
house  possesses  every  accom m odation  1  r a ­
vel o rs can  d es ire , those w ho w ish  to stay  w here  
th ey  c a n  find overy  co m fo rt a re  resp ec tfu lly  i n ­
vited  to g iv e  h im  a ca ll.

C O R N E L I U S  V A N  N O S T R A N D . 
R ic iim ond  H ill, D oc. 28 , 1860. 1 0 8 - ly

TStL a p l o  X X  <o t  o  1  I
JT M I&  S u b sc rib e r begs to in fo rm  his frien d s 
JL a n a  th e  public  genere lly . th a t h e  has 
op en ed  a n  H O T E L  in th e  V illage o f M ap le , 
4 th  C o n . V a u g h a n , w h e re  ho h o p es, by a t te n ­
tio n  to th e  com forts  o f d ie  trav e llin g  c o m m u ­
n ity , to m e rit  a sh a re  o f  th e ir  p a tro n ag e  and  
fu p p o r t .  G ood S ta b lin g , .

J A M E S  W A T S O N , 
M a p !# , J u ly  17 , 1S62, 190

D A V I D  E Y E R , Junr.,
Stave & Shingle Manufacturer

K E S I D E N C E — L o t 2 6 , ‘2 nd  C o n . M a rk ­
h a m ,  o.n th e  E lg in  M ills  P la n k  R oad. 

A  la rg e  S tock  of S t a v e s  an d  S h in g le s  kept 
co n s tan tly  on h a n d ,an d  sold a t  th e  low est Prices.

QIF C a ll a n d  ex am in e  S to ck  before p u rc h a s ­
in g  e lsew h ere .

Post O ffice A d d ress— /viclim ond  II i l l .
F e b ru a ry  27 , lcG 3 . 2 2 1 - l y

Y O N G E  S T R E E T  H O T E L ,
A U R O R A .

A  G O O D  supp ly  o f  W in e s  an d  L iq u o rs  
a lw ays on h a n d . E x c e lle n t A c c o m m o ­

d a tion  fo r ’T ra v e lle rs , F a rm e r s ,  a n d  o th e rs . 
C ig a rs  o f a ll b rands.

D. M c L E O D , P rop rie to r. 

A u ro ra ,  J u n e  6 , 1859. 25- l y

O X js12"X>3II H O T E L ,
KING S1‘. KAST, MSAR THE MARKET SQUARE,

T O R O N T O , C .W .

JOHN M ILLS, Proprietor.
Good S tab lin g  a ttach ed  and a tten tiv e  H ostlers 

alw ays in a tten d an ce .
T oronto , N ovem ber 1861. 157-tf

J " a ,  . 0 3 .  e  S 3  I t t E  a ,  s s  s »  o  y ,
(L a te  of ihe  K in g 's  H ead . L on d o n , E n g .)

No. 2G W e s t  M a r k e t  P lace?
T O R O N T O .

E v e iv  accom m odation  for F a rm e rs  a n d  o thers 
a tte n d in g  M a rk e t G ood S tab lin g .

[ET D in n e r  from  12 lo 2  o ’clock . 167

X X x 3 .3 3 .te 2 * ?iS> H E X o -fc e i.

S S f u U l j t s  r m .o U j a t i s ,

T H E  S u b sc rib e r begs to inform  the  Public  
th a t h e  h as  leased  th e  above H o te l, 

ire he w ill k eep  co n stan tly  on hand  a good 
s u p p ly  of firs t-c lass  L iquors, & o . T h is  house 

losses every  accom m odation  T ra v e lle rs  can 
desire , those w ho w ish to stay  w h ere  they  can 
find every  co m fo rt a re  respec tfu lly  iuv ited  to 

aU.
\V . W E S T P H A L .  

C orn o r o f C h u rc h  and  S tan ley  S is .,  
7’oron to , S e p t. 6 , 1861 1 4 5 -ly

T H E  W E L L -K N O W N

B L A C K  H O R S E  H O T E L ,
F o rm e rly  k ep t by W illiam  R o lp h ,

Cor.  o f  P a l a c e  & G eorge  Sts.
[EAST OF THK MARKET,] to h o n io .

WILLIAM COX, Proprietor,
[S u c c e s so r  to T h o m a s  P a lm e r] .

G ood S tab lin g  a tta c h e d . T ru s ty  H o s tle rs  
a lw ays in a tte n d a n c e .

'I ’oronto , A pril 1 9 ,1 8 6 1 .  32 5 - ly

JOS. GREGOR’S 
F ou n ta in  R estaurant !

G9 K in g  S t r k k t , E a s t , T o r o n t o .

L u n c h  e v e ry  day from  11 t i l l  2.
O ’ S o u p s , (S an ie s , o y s te r s ,  L o b s te rs , & c

D in n e rs  and  S u p p e rs  for P r iv a te  P a rtie s  g o t 
up in th e  best sty le.
T o ro n to , A pril 19, 1861. 1 2 5 - ly

NEWBIGCING HOUSE,
T  A T E  C la re n d o n  I lo le l ,  N o. 28 , 30 a n d  3-2 
J j  F ro n t S tre e t,  'i 'o ro n to . Hoard $ 1 , per 
day- P o rte rs  a lw ay s in  a tte n d a n c e  a t  th e  C a rs  

d B oats.
W . N E W B I G G I N G ,

P rop rie to r.
T o ro n to , A pril 8 , 1861. 124-1 y

YORK fVULLS HOTEL,
Y O N G E  S T R E E T ,

T H E  S u b sc rib e r begs to in tim a te  th a t he 
has  leased  the  above ho te l, and  h av ing  

fitted it  n p .in  th e  la te s t sty le  trav e lle rs  m ay 
e ly  upon  h a v in g  ev ery  co m fo rt a n d  a tten tio n  
t th is  first c la ss  house.

Good S tab lin g  and  an  a tte n tiv e  H ostle r a l ­
w ays in a tte n d a n c e .

W IL L IA M  L E N N O X , P rop rie to r 
Y o rk  M ills, J u n e  7 . 1861. 1 3 2 -ly

Wellngton Hotel, Aurora !
OPPOSITE THE TORONTO HOUSE.

GEO. L. GRAHAM, P r o p r i e t o r .

A  L A R G E  an d  C o m m odious H a lla n d  o th e r  
im p ro v em en ts  h av e , a t g ro a t ex p en se , 

b een  m ad e  so as  to m ak e  th is  H o u se  th e  la rg e s t 
an d  b est n o rth  o f T o ron to . T ra v e lle rs  a t  th is 
H o u se  find o very  co n v e n ie n c e  bo th  for th e m ­
se lv e s  a n d  h o rse s .

N.13.— a  c a re fu l o stle r a lw ay s  in  a tte n d a n c e  
A u ro ra  S ta tio n , A p ril 18(51. 1 2 6 -ly

T H O M A S  S E D M A N ,  
C arriage an d  W a g g o n

M A K E R ,

1T3?u IO IE3 lO .a.-.-a.ESLIEIIO .
&.C. &-C. & c.

R e s id e n c e — N e a rly  opposite  th e  P o s t O ffice, 
R ic h m o n d  H ill 

M arch 14 , 1862 . 172-yI

T I I E  C H A P E L .

L ik e  oue w ho leaves the  tram p led  stree t 
F o r som e cathecfral, cool and  d im ,

W h e re  h e  can  h e a r  th e  m usic  beat
T h o  h ea rt o f p ray e r, th a t  boats for h im  ;

A n d  sees the  co m m o n  ligh t of d a y ,
1  h ro u g h  pain ted  p an es transfigu red , sh ine, 

A n d  casts  his h u m a n  woes aw ay,
In  p re sen ce  o f the  W oe D iv ine :

So 1, from  life’s to rm en tin g  ihem es 
T u rn  w h ere  the  s ilen t ch ape l 'ie s ,

W hose w indow s burn  w ith  vanished  d ream s, 
W hoso  aU ar-ligh ts a re  m em ories.

T h e re ,  w atch ed  by p ity ing  ch e ru b im ,
In  sacred  h u sh  1 res t aw h ile ,

T i l l  so lem n sounds o f ha rp  and  h y m n  
B egin to sw eep  the  h a u n te d  aisle  :

A  h y m n  th a t once b u t b rea thed  com pla in t, 
A nd b rea thes  b u t res igna tion  now ,

S ince  G od has heard  tiio p lead ing  sa in t,
A nd  laid i i i s  hand  upon m y brow.

R esto red  and  com forted , I  go 
To grapple  w ith m y  tasks aga in  :

T h ro u g h  s ilen t w orship ta u g h t to know  
T h e  blessed poace tha t follows p a in .

literatim

C K IM E  A N D  D E T E C T IO N .

It was a cold, still night, in tho 
autumn of 1857, and the country 
residence of Squire Govern lay, 
dark and silent, with its many 
cables, lowers, and wing's, unlit by 
the yet unrisep moon. No appear­
ance of life or movement could he 
seen without, yet within there was 
a dread and mysterious drama 
enacting.

The squire had had his supper 
early, read llio evening papers jusi 
brought up from the city hy the 
Inst train, played a couple of games 
of chess will) his daughter, and, 
after drinking iiis customary glass 
ol hot brandy and sugar, had gone 
to bed.

The night waned, with its loai 
of crime and horror. The squire’s 
daughter, and the servants, who 
weie the only occupants of the 
house, besides himself, slept well, 
lt seemed that the head of the 
household was unusually somnolent, 
loo, for lhe maid knocked three 
times at his door in the morning, 
without receiving an answer. The 
man-servant then tried it, but with 
no better result.

Mary Govern grew fearful that 
her father was ill—he had been 
troubled with heart disease, and 
might have died in the night, even 
-  and so she ordered the door to be 
opened by force, lt was locked on 
the inside, but a few he?vv blows 
broke the fastening, and the cham­
ber was entered.

The old gentleman was a°ne ; 
but the body that had been his— 
the handsome, vigorous tenement of 
kindly clay, that his soul had occu­
pied for nearly sixly years—re­
mained. It lay upon tha bed, 
covered \vith blood, cold and stark, 
in a strained position, with a long- 
bladed two-edged dirk, driven nearly 
lo tho hilt, in the region of the 
heart. The handle was loosely 
clasped by the fingers of the right 
hand, as il death had relaxed their 
grip ; and those who were present, 
exclaimed, with one voice, one 
word :

1 Suicide !’
Mary Covern Was to have been 

married, in a few weeks, to a 
neighbor’s son—a young lawyer, 
whose excellent nature was only 
equalled by his strange acumen— 
an almost clairvoyant shrewdness— 
lhat bade fair lo render him one of 
the brightest lights of the American 
bar. In this hour of overwhelming 
sorrow, she sent for her lover at 
once, as the fittest person lo confide 
in, for sympathy and advice-—the 
proper one to take the place of that 
father whose life had been so sud­
denly let out by violence.

The young man came instantly, 
and found the whole house in the 
wildest confusion. He learned the 
sad n e w b  from Mary, who told 
him, half in sobs and half in broken 
words; and offering her such tem­
porary comfort as he could, as­
cended io the chamber of death.

He examined the position of 
everything, with a scrutinizing eye, 
and especially that of the body.— 
After a long time spent in the in­
vestigation. he passed about the 
room, once more, and lastly looked 
well to the door and its lock. It 
had been locked, as I said before, 
on the inside, and lhe key lelt in its 
place. The young mou removed

the key. put it in his pocket, and 
proceeded to search for letters or 
papers that might indicate the cause1 
of the suicide. None such were 
found anywhere.

That evening I received a note 
from him, as follows

T u e s d a y .

F r i e n d  G .—Squire  C o v e rn  h as  d ied  very  
su d d en ly , and  1 w an t som ebody to con fer 
w ith  abou t it. T here  is a  m ystery  to u n ­
r a v e l ; and  I  w ill be grea tly  indebted  to 
you, if you c a n  spare  a few days to help m e. 
C om e up to-m orrow  m o rn in g , and  m ak e  your 
hom e w ith m e as Jong as you lik e .

A s e v e r yours,
A s h b y ,

I had often visited the Ashhys at 
their pleasant home on the Hudson; 
aud, of course, knew Mary Go­
vern and her father tolerably well. 
Having nothing especial lo do just 
then, I was glad to assist young 
Ashby, who had been a good friend 
to me in many ways.

Accordingly, I took an early train 
up the river ; and in two hours was 
in close conference with the young 
man.

‘ What earthly motive could there 
have been lor the suicide]’ J asked, 
when 1 had learned the circum­
stances.

‘ None, except sudden insanity,to 
which Mr. Govern was by no means 
predisposed.’

* lie  left no papers to show the 
cause V

‘ No. I don’t think he knew it
himself.’

‘ Why should he do it then V
* I don’t think he did it !'
* What 1 What do you mean ?’
‘ He was murdered !'
‘ No f
* I think so.’
This announcement filled me 

wiih a new horror.
‘ Can you imagine by whom V 
‘ Not yet ; but. please God, I’ll 

know before long.’
‘ Does Miss Mary agree with 

you ?’
* She knows nothing of my sup­

position. It is unnecessary to shock 
her any further until we have some­
thing definite to communicate to 
her.’

‘ What do you base your belief
on V

‘ Well, in the first olace, a want 
of motive for self destruction ; 
next, the postlion of lhe right hand 
in holding the dagger. See here,’ 
said be taking up a paper-knife that 
lay on the table ; ‘ if I were going 
to stab myself, I would naturally 
hold tho weapon with my thum on 
the tcp of the handle, and my little 
finger toward the hilt, thus. Now, 
in Mr. Govern’s case, the dirk was 
held so, with lhe thumb toward the 
hilt, just as one would hold a table- 
knife, A hard blow could not be
struck in that manner ; and the
blow must have been forcible, for it 
penetrated very deep. Depend 
upon it, George, there was another 
hand had hold of that dagger when 
the stab was given.’

‘ It does seem so, indeed.’ \
‘Yes; and then, again, the

agony of death would have been
liKely to tighten the graso,'while I 
observed lhal the fingers were very 
slightly bent around the handle of 
the knife, as if they had been 
placed there aftor they had begun 
to stiffen.’

But the door was locked, you told 
me.’

‘ Yes, and lhe key was on the in­
side, ll is long, you see, and went 
clear through Ihe lock > so that this 
und protruded on the outside. See 
here, on the end—don’t that look 
like the mark of a strong pair of 
pincers.’

* I does.’
‘ That was how the door was un­

locked and locked again, lt works 
very easily I find ; and I myself 
locked it and unlocked it with a 
small pair of lueezeis, lo try it.’

‘ You are curiously acute—but 
then, so was the assassin, whoever 
he is.

‘ Yes, he has done it cunningly; 
but I have a feeling that I shall 
mark him soon.’

‘ Have you any further evidence? 
‘ Yes; the room has been robbed 

as near as I can judge. The squire’s 
account books vtrhich I examined 
privately, yesterday, show that he 
drew twelve hundred and fifty dol­
lars from the Bank ol Commerce, 
day before yesterday, when he was 
in the city. He was going to pur­
chase another horse and a light 
buggy, I believe ; but he did not do 
so that dav, and I cannot iind the 
money anywhere.’

‘ Now, we want lo find out who 
knew that he had this money in the 
house.’

‘ And that' lvill nol be so easy.’

‘ Who slept in the house V
‘ Mary, the three women-serv- 

ants, cook, housemaid and chamber­
maid', and the man Thomas.’

‘ What is he?’
‘ A quiet, smart sort of fellow. 

He is coachman, groom and gene­
ral man servant.’

1 fated to ask, even, if it were 
possible that lie.might have done the 
cruel deed ; but Ashby saw the 
question in my face, and answered 
it without my having asked it in 
words.

‘ I should hardly' suspect him, 
though I shall certainly keep an eye 
upon him.’

A coroner’s inquest was held, and 
the sapient jury decided that the 
deceased came to his death by a stab 
from a dagger in his own hands.— 
Ashby might hav î changed this ver­
dict, perhaps, by teiling his suspici­
ons and their grounds ; but he chose 
tp learn more, without letting the 
murderer know that anybody ima­
gined lhe dealh to have been other 
than a felo de se.

Both he and I kept i  strict look­
out upon lhe neighbors, and, in a 
short time, discovered lhat a worth­
less, drunken fellow—a tavern 
hanger on, who had been caught in 
several small delinquencies-^-was 
tolerably flush of money. We kepi 
a careful watch over all his move­
ments ; and, after a week of detec- 
live service,found lhat he had stolen 
a quantity of copper sheathing from 
a ship-yard, and sold it in lhe cily. 
Wc had been upon a false scent.

In the meanwhile, however, we 
had not neglected matters nearer 
home. Ashby had been all over the 
murdered man’s house, stealthily, 
and examined every room in it, un­
known to every one save myself; 
and we had consulted together on 
every circumstance, no matter how 
trifling, that might give us tho 
laintest clue to tiie mystery.

A will had been found among the 
squire’s papers, leaving his whole 
property to his only child, Mary, 
and otiier papers and accounts 
proved conclusively that he had 
been cut ofi’ in the midst cf many 
projects and plans, without a mo­
ment’s forethought oi" warning.— ! 
The idea of suicide became pal­
pably absurd to us, who knew all 
these facts.

* How is it,’ I asked Ashby, dur­
ing one of our secret sessions, ‘that 
there was no struggle, or outcry 
Why did Mr. Govern lie down 
with Iiis clothes on 1 He must have 
been stabbed where he lay—from 
tiie looks of the bed. There was 
no blood anywhere else.’

‘ Il might have been done with 
chloroform; but I don’t see why 
he should have been lying down 
dressed at his usual bed-time, nor 
can I find any trace of chloroform 
about the house.’

* By Jove I I just remember some­
thing ! I have an idea 1’

‘ What is it V
* There was a goblet on the par­

lor mantel, with the remains of some 
brandy and sugar in it, when I first 
arrived here, and I recollect smell­
ing of it. It smelt like spirits, and 
like opium also! In the confusion 
of the event, the glass stood there,
I suppose, for two or three days.— 
Gould not somebody have put laud­
anum in the old gentleman’s even­
ing drink 1 That might have made 
him loo sleepy to undress, and he 
may have thrown himself on the 
bed, unable to keep his eyes cpen. 
The murderer could then have en­
tered and done Ihe crime, without 
a cry or a movement from his 
victim ?’

‘That was it, unquestionably, 
and now I have the whole story !’

‘ Whal do you mean V 1 asked, 
gelling teriibly nervous—as is my 
unfortunate habit, when exeiled by 
an grest expectation.

‘ Simply this; the morning after 
lhe murder, I examined ihe faces of 
all who came into the room, and 
noticed that Thomas, the servant, 
had cut himself while shaving (you 
know what a scrupulous, neat sori 
of fellow he is.) and had a little bit 
of paper stuck over the cut. My 
attention was called to it bv its 
bright blue color. Very good, so 
far. That afternoon, while looking 
about. 1 picked up a vial, with a 
blue label, in the back yard, lt was 
marked ‘ Laudanum,’ and I’ll bet a 
thousand dollars that one corner of 
it is tm-n off! I’ll go and get it.

Tho vial, being brought, was a 
small one, wilh a bright blue label, 
which bad peeled ofl around the 
edges, and one corner of it was' 
gone 1

‘ Thomas, then, had the bottle iu

his room that morning, and threw 
it out of the window afterward into 
the yard,’ said Asbby.

1 Who mixed the brandy and 
sugar ?’

Mr. Covern always did it him­
self; out Thomas often brought up 
the gobiet and sugar, and hot wa­
ter.’ i , ,

‘ Then Thomas is a murderer !’
‘ I fear it is so.’
It would be lhe most natural 

thing in the world for a man who 
had cut his chin, while shaving, to 
tear off'thc corner of the first bit of 
paper his eye rested on, to stick on 
lhe wound ; but very few would 
consider it an important aciion —■ 
Yet, upon just such trifles as ihese, 
our lives and happiness often hang.

Having fixed Ihe crime so securelv 
on this servant, all lhat remained 
was to obtain evidence that would 
satisfy tho minds of a Grand Jury. 
We, ourselves, knew well enough 
that Thomas was tho man who 
killed Mr. Govern ; but we Could 
not find that anybody knew of his 
owning the dagger, or indeed, of his 
ever having had such a weapon in 
his possession. The dagger, in fact, 
was a mystery to all. Mr. Govern 
had not bought it recently, lo anv 
person's knowledge, nor had Mary 
over seen it before. Where it 
came from, or who it belonged to, 
were questions that had yet to be 
ans wered.

And again, although we watched 
Thomas witii the utmost care, we 
could find no indications of his hav­
ing more than his usual amount of 
money. We took the liberty, par­
donable, under the circumstances, of 
searching his room and trunk, but 
found no such sum as twelve hun­
dred and fifty dollars.

It w7as plain that we must resort 
to strategy to make lhe man confess, 
llis plan l-.ad been so deftly laid,that 
even Ashby could not fix legal 
proofs upon him.

‘ if we could find out that lie had 
in accomplice,’ said Ashby, ‘ it 
would be plain sailing at once. All 
we would have to do would be to go 
to one with llio story lhal the other 
had confessed, and the real truth 
would most probably come out. As 
it is. 1 don’t know vvhat we can do, 
except to wait.’

‘ I wish to heaven that the old 
ghost-stories were Irue, nnd that 
Mr.*Covern’s ghost might come and 
inform us how to proceed.’

‘ Good ! I am obliged to you 1— 
You have given me an idea.’

‘ I am glad of it. What is it V 
1 Never mind now. I’ll let y«u 

know before 1 act upon it.’
Ashby and I had taken a room ifl 

Mr. Covern’s house, in obedience to 
Mary Govern’s wish, for the poor 
girl was lonely now. Sho passed 
most of her time with the Ashby’s, 
who livod vvithina stone's throw,but 
when her betrothed and I came 
back from 4he city at night, she re­
turned home—and we jpent maiiv a 
pleasant evening together, in liie 
cozy, weli-furnished parlor of her 
home.

On the night alter the above con­
versation, I sought our chamber 
alone, ns Ashby had gone ool.saving 
he had an errand in the village, and 
would be back in about an hour. I 
sat down before liie fire,in our room, 
and lighting a cigar, began to sum 
up all the circumstances of the af­
fair thal had so deeply interested us 
of late. It was an exciting subject, 
and i grew nervous with thinking 
about it.

It was a cold,bleak night without; 
lhe wind rallied thc window sashes, 
and howled mournfully by,bearing a 
few scattered snow-flakes lhat rust­
led fitfully against the glass. It 
seemed dreary and comfortless. 1 
heard strange noises, such as haunt 
all wooden houses, and I found, ere 
long, that the sinking ot the clock 
down stairs made me stait as if I 
had been struck myself.

It sounded twelve, and as the 
last ring, muffled by walls and doors, 
met my ear. I heard a soft step in 
the entry oulside, and a light, 
scarcely distinguishable tap at the 
door. 1 thought it must be Mary, 
and hastened to sec what she 
wanted.

There was no one at the door.
1 regained my seat, blaming my 

too vivid imagination; but once 
more ilie rapping came, this time 
too distinct for mere fancy.

‘ Gome in, il you are human,’ 
said I.

The door slowly opened, and a 
tall, straight figure entered, all in 
white, holding in its hand the dag­
ger wiih which Mr. Govern had 
been stabbed.

. I tfrnr tolerably ecarageoafl^^gk a1 
general thing,and have loo Iftffewutv 
of any sorl to believe very firHAW in- 
ghosts, so I merely puffed (ftrt a> 
mouthful of smoke, shook the ash 
from my cigar, and drawing a chair 
beside my ownj motioned the super­
natural visitor, to a seat.-

‘ How do you like tnv get-upt* 
asked fhe ghost, in the unmist'ake- 
able voice of Ashby ;. ‘T- didri’t 
want to scare you to death, -but? 
only to see whether I couldn’t scaro- 
Thomas to confession I’

‘Capital1’ said I ;  my dear fel-- 
low, you couldn’t have hit on a bet­
ter plan ; and I assure ymi, vttU-'-do 
lool^uncommonly spiritual,, in that 
ng '

‘ Gome with me, then, in your 
slocking feet; I want you for a Wit­
ness; You must stay just oulside 
the door, While 1 go in, dnd waka 
him up.’

In two minutes’ lime, Thflima* 
was awakened by a cold, clammy 
hand, moistened with ice-water,.for- 
ihe purpose, passed over his face.-—■ 
He raised himself up in tied, and' 
found his bed-famp ' (it,( and the 
ghost standing by his side, with one' 
pale hand out-stretched, holding, lhe 
fatal dagger ovei' his heart.

Did you ever fancy yourself a1 
great criminal, dear reader? Did’ 
you ever realize within yourself the 
continual suspicion—the fear that 
you would be discovered ? Gan> 
you imagine the shuddering horror 
of a hint, thrown oul by accident or 
in jest, that your crime was known T 
Think whal intense and unliring: 
appearance of unconsciousness must 
be eternally kept up—-how the music 
must be worn for ever—how every 
muscle of the face, every word of 
conversation, every gesture and 
thought, must be guarded and. con­
trolled ; and you have the’ feelings- 
of one who has sinned deeply, and 
whose fcllow-men wait lo award 
the penalty that the law has oppos­
ed lo crime. To such a m J ry, eter­
nal vigilance is indeed the price of 
liberty.

So when Thomas was aroused 
from the soun^t slumber of fancied 
security, to be confronted by what 
his illiterate mind could not but be­
lieve to be the spirit of John Co­
vern, all his self-possession was 
wrecked at once.-

All his long weeks of acting—his 
assumed innoconce, and sorrow for 
his master’s ‘suicide ’—all hie blind­
ed fears, and lulled alarms— * 1 1  Ins' 
hopes of getting off", afler limt bad 
dulled tho edge of sen»ibiluy—all 
his visions of future pro»pedty, 
wrought from the poor tw«l»« hun­
dred and fifty dollar* uf g-aMen 
dross, lhat had cost John Govern 
his life here, and Tboma* his
sould hereafter—all this wan swept 
away, vanished into thiu air au the 
instant, by thc presence Hud touch 
of a young man wrapped in * sheet, 
with a wet haud !

Had ho known lhat anybody sus­
pected him, even ia the remotest 
way—or even that anybody sus­
pected lhe suicide to have been a 
murder—he might have gue»»e4 that 
tfiis was mere masquerading. But 
no person bad breathed a word of 
daubl that Mr. Govern had diud by 
hi« own hand ;. and Thomas could 
only see a supernatural power in the 
apparition U<ut awoke him.

Standing just at the creek of lhe 
door, I could see the whole scene 
distinctly.

Thomas was at first paralysed.— 
He wtis seized with a fit of tremb­
ling, and made strangle gurgling 
noises iu his throat, -'s if t?ie organs 
of speech refused Iheir office. Then,, 
as Ashby, majestically glided to tiie 
other side of lhe room, and waved 
his hand as if to ask lhe poor wretch 
to iollo'iV him, he crept shudderingly 
from the bed, and kneeling down 
upon the floor, prayed wilh clasped 
hands for mercy and forgiveness.

Ashby, in hollow lones bode him 
confess in praver. and ask for for­
giveness above, for on earth he 
would find his deserved punishment.
It was a dangerous experiment for 
hirn to speak aloud, for main per­
sons would have recognised his 
voice, disguised as it was ; but 
Thomas was too thoroughly frighten­
ed for this ; and as Ashby had de­
sired, lie mixed prayer and confes­
sion together, and told the whole 
dark story.

He told how he hal been ordered 
lo go alter the new horse and wag­
gon, and how Mr. Govern had men* 
tioned his having the money with 
him—how temptation crept into Ins 
mind at lhat moment, nujl he listen­
ed to ii—hovv he laid all his plans 
lhat day, aud resolved to make the 
death appear like self-murder—how 
he sharpened the dagger on his 
razor-strap, preferring to use lhat 
weapon, because no one knew ho 
had it—how he mingled laudanum 
with the sugar of his masters even- 
ing drink—hovv he stole into lhe 
chamber barefoot, after all had re­
tired, turning the key with a pair 
of pinchers from tho outside, enter­
ed, and found his victim lying dres­
sed upon the bed in a heavy stupor 
—how he gave the fearful blow, only- 
one, and quicldy, but with force and 
precision—-how he secured tho 
money, which he had to search for 
several minutes, but found at last.in 
a secretary drawer—how he return­
ed, looking the door as he hud ui]-


