THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION,

lleadquarteus, Opposite Fred-
ERICKMBUKG, L)cc. 11,3 p.m.—Between
4 aud 5 o’clock this morning, thi» pontoon
tram in charge ot the 17th and f)0lh N.
Y. Kngineurs, and under command of
Gen. Woodbury, proceeded to tlie river
bank, when an attempt was made to throw
three bridges acroas the rircr, one at the
point where the railroad bridge formerly
crossed, and two more opposite the chy,
but nearer Falmouth.

A dull haze so obscured the movement
lhat, for a time, il was not discovered hy
the rebel picket. The poutooners had
succeeded iu partially constructing the
bridges, when the rebels Middenly opened
a very brisk and deadly lire of musketry
from along the batik* oi' tiie river and the
windows ot- the houses, compelling a ce>sa*
tion of the work.  Some of our men were
shot midway in .tiie stream, and falling
overboard from the boats, iloaled dowu
the river,

Returning to the cover of the surround-
ing hills the men were again formed, and
about 6 o'clock tlie attempt to bridge the
liver was renewed, bui the rebels had now
been thoroughly aroused lJ a sense of
vrhat was going forwaid, and wilh rein-
forcements of sharpshooter® swarmed on
the opposite banks and houses. Nothing
daunted by the hot lire which they pouied
in al the jeappearance oi our troops, liie
poutooners wont gallantly to work, but in
vain. A storm ot bullets enveloped them.
The air was alive wilh the red messengers
of death.  Planks and boats were riddled
by every volley.

Once more they were compelled to
withdraw, and tluy fell back to the cover
of the ridge oS hiiis running parallel with
the river. As it was evident that the
rebels were determined to use lhe houses
of the city for a defence, contrary to an
implied agreement in tha correspondence
which recently passed by ilig of truce, or-
ders were given to our artillerymen to
open lire upon the city. Accordingly,
Benjamin™, Edward's Muhlenhurg’s, and
olher batteries ol the 9th corps, together
the batteries of the corps lo the right and
left of lhe city, commenced an almost
esimultaneous bombardment.  The fog was
«0 den-e that it was impossible to see but
. short distance beyond the edge of the
>liler.  The houses, however, in which the
rebel sharpshooters had ensconsced them
selves, were plainly visiule, and to them
Jibe tne was for a lime particularly direct-
ed. The effect was their partial demoli-
tion in a short time.  After the first fire,
tin*v became unteneable by tl.e lebelnfle-
gnen, who retreated to llie rear of lhe
town, where thev look shelter behind the
as y«t unharmed ftu'ldmgs. By 7 o’clock
the bombardment had become general, and
from lhat lime until 1 o'clock the roar of
artillery was incessant, while the shot and
shell fill fast and thick into the doomed
~city.

From the vicinity of the Lacy House,
a brick budding overlooking the centre of
tiie city, the batteries ol the 9th raked
the stieets with Snell, sharpnel, and grape.
Though tlie fo2 slill continued to obscure
in a nieasuie the results oi these discharged,
yet the walls could be heard crumbling
and the timbers crashing. The rebels,
with tde greatest stubboinuess, still kept
within-llie city, and at tunes parlies oi
them could be seen going liom one point
to another on the double quick. The
CFI rnage cannot be but ieariul amongst

It was somewhat singular that the rebel
batteries did not return the lire of our
guns. Up to the present time they have
not opened in response.

About ten o'clock the engineers were
formed for a llurd attempt to construct the
budge, '['he 8th Conner.ticut, under Mat.
Ward, wablying at this time near the
liver bank in support of one ot our ba>
teries.  After the previous ineilectu.il at
tempt ou the part of the engineers to
cross, a parly oi 80 men of the regim-nt
under Capt. IUursh, volunteered to assist
iu this new endeavour lo finish the bridge,
and once more the column with this rein-
forcement started down the river under
the direction of Captain Woodbury.

They seized the planks, and earned
out some dozen to the end oi tl-e siring
of boats, placed a part of them, and were
compelled to retire under a very galling
lire from tho rebel sharpshooters, who
were ensconced securely in rifle pits, below
the range of the artillery, and within 15
oi 20 feet of the river ed*e.

Two of the 6th were wounded m this
attempt, and lhe engineers »ullercd se-
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brought up the rear shortly after daylight.

‘['he enemy never discovered tiie move-
ment until it was to late to do us any
damage.

As soon as the last man had got safely
across the river the pontoon bridges were
removed, thus cuttii.g off all communica-
tion between lhe two shores.

Our wounded are all safe and on this
side of tne river.

There was a heavy wind all last night,
accompanied witli considerable rain, which
assisted us in our (skedaddling) movements
and prevented the Confederates learning
our intentions—or following us in our hasty
retreat.
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Richmond Hill Post-office Mail.
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THORNHILL POST OFFICE.

some people profess to be greatly
astonished at the recent 'Poai-oflioe
appointment al Thornhill. They

regard il us a most extraordinary
circumstance lhat ihe Postmasier
General, in a matter of this nature,

should take upon him h> act iti di-
rect opposition to the plainly ex-
pressed wishes of Ihe people. But
we freely confess thal we can see
no- particular cause for surprse.—
The whole transaction merely fur-
nishes an additional proof lhat the
members of the present adminis-
tration have resolved lo carry out
the dangerous system ol bestowing
official patronage, which they in-
troduced on asumming the reins of
power. It is quite natural that the
party in office should favour
their friends, when this can be
done consistently with efficiency in
ihe various departments. But
when neither efficiency nor popu-
larity are taken into consideration,
and political parlizanship is made
the sine quo non n candidates for
office, the most serious eviis must
inevitably he the result. If party
considerations-are to constitute the
sole test in such cases, where are
the incentives to a faithful and ho-
nest discharge of public duties ?—
If the incapable or unscrupulous,
beeauso they happen to favor the
party in power, have more chance
ol preferment than the most com-
petent and honest, who may think
aiflerontly ou polilies, can it bo ex-
peeled thiit public morality will
tdvance. or efficiency be secured ?
In appointing a Postmaster lo a
village office, ono wouid naturally

lire amilexpect tiiat the earnest recommen-

dation of tho inhabitants would
have some weight. We under-
stand that the people of Thornhill
were unanimously ol opinion that
Mr. Brunskill,
penence and natural adaptability,
would be decidedly the ‘right man
in the ri-gli! place.” He had dis-
charged the duties of the ollice as
deputy for ten or twelve years, was
tnorougly acquainted with al! ils
details” and had given entire sati

faction. petition setting iorlb

these facts, and asking for his up-j|,
numerously signed|
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llie now incumbent really desire
lhe appointment, and was he push-
ing his own individual claims at
Ihe lime lhat he put his name to (lie
petition in favor of Mr-. Brunskill ?
We hope this was uot the case.—
Il can scarcely be credited that any
person of respectabliiy would be
guilty of such ati act of duplicity.
Il il was true, however, the fact is
very strong presumptive evidence
that ho is <uile unlit for any posi-
tion of trust and responsibility. If
nots then upon the head of the
Postmasier General alone must rest
the odium of rejecting a well tried,
efficient, and popular public ser-
vant,although highly recommended
by tilts community, and appointing
another ill his place, who, to ali
appearances, did not desire it
simply because the latter happened
to be a political paitizan.

THE WAR NEWS.

The battle that took place on Sa-
turday last, or. the soulh side of the
Rappahannock, must, we presume,
be regarded as the great and deci-
sive engagement, which has been
predicted for some months past.—
The result, however, has proven
somewhat different from what was
anticipated. Instead of tending lo
crush oul tho rebellion, the eliect
will be lo encourage the people oi

the South to persevere m their
struggle lor independence. Gen.
Burnside’s army succeeded in
crossing the Rappahannock ou
Thursday and Friday. The solJters
appear to have shown a groat
amount ol courage in accomplish

jng the movement. On Saturday
a general engagement took place,
in which tho Fedorals were defeat-
ed, and forced to retreat. Neither
party attempted to renew hostilities
on Sunday or Monday ; but on Mon-
day night and Tuesday morning the.
Northern troops accomplished a
“ masterly retreat” across the river
to their old position. Thus the se
cond grand attempt lo carry oul
the favourite scheme ol “ on to
Richmond,"” has ended in disaster.
The extent of the loss sustained on
the part of lhe North is nol accu-
rately known ; but in one division
alone (Franklin’s) the loss in killed,
wounded aud missing is set down
at 5,932.

Tho.New York Herald oi Mon-
day lasl contains the loliowing para-
graph, which,in view of subsequent
events, is somewhat amusing.—
“ With a decisive victory at Fred-
ericksburg, his (Burnside’s) way is
at once opened to Richmond by
forced marches, and we presume
that his greatest fear is, thal Lee,
as usual with the Confederates,
when thev discover signs of posi-
tive danger, may slip oft’ in the
night.” Burnside may possibly
have entertained such a lear, if so,
it is probably quite removed by this
lime. The “ slipping oil"” has been
all on the other side,and the ““forced
marches” have been in the oppo-
site direction. It is quite likely
that this will terminate active mili-
tary operations in the vicinity of
the Potomac lor llie present season.

Auction. Sales.

, Dec. 22.—Credit Sale
of Books, Household Furniture,
&c.. the property ofthe late Rev. E.

Il. Dewar,
the parsonage there.
a in., sharp. Il

Rector of Thornhill, al
Sale at 10.
Miller,Auclioneer.

M onday, Doc. 29.—Credit Sale
of Farm Stock, Implements, &e.,
on lui No. 11. 3rd Con, Vaughan,
lhe property of Mr. Henry Reid —
Sale at 12 o’clock. H. Smelsor.
Auctioneer.

Goods Lost.

As Mr James Stoutenburgh, mer-
chant, Victoria Square, was re-
turning home from Toronto with a
load of goods, he found, when he
arrived at Richmond Ilill, that a
valuable lia'e was trussing. The
properly consisted of dry goods,
amounting in value to nearly $80.
See advertisement in another
column.

American Silver.
iTin-: in Toronto have
to accept the American
quarter for 24 cents, owing lo the
.lan/e amount of il in circulation,
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Cotton in Ind

vitne<i iu the mire ol cotton, one I'nrsee
alone having cleand :£S00 000 by his
Musculations in th.it article, while. Qther

Association of

Canada.

Conservative
Upper

At a preliminary meeting held at O’-
Neil’* hotel, Adelaide stieet, on lhe 5th
mstv, John C ainvron, I‘@], in the chair,
after much discussion, in which several
gentlemen participated, a series of resolu-
tions were submitted, having for their ob-
ject the formation of a Conservative Asso-
ciation for Turouto, with branch associa
lions in the several Electoral Divisions
throughout the Upper Province. It was
on motion of Mr. Aid. Carr, seconded by
Thomas Armstrong, -

| 8] 1

i @ d
An adjourned-meeting was held at the
place and time mentioned in the foregoing
resolution, George ircival Ridioul, i*q ,
in the chair. i he ' meeting was largely

aud influentially attended. The foliowmg
resolutions were adopted —

Mpved by Col. li., L.. Dennison, S&-
a by, Hobt. A, 1"sq,,ai»d
a1
ntrard

Moved by John Elevens |£sq., second-
d

l:y%ed bydlf k& Bead, Ilsq seconded
Q@%WMW

Moved by Mr. Aid..Carr, seconded by
Jolm Watkins, Jiiq , and

1Resolved, That ev*ry Electoral Division in
tho Upper i'rovince be entitled to forma braucii
association, and that every sucn branch asso-
eiation bo eiiuiicd io sen delegates or repre-
sentalives to til and vole in tho parent associa-
tion in piopoiiion to every ten c«ntibuiii>g
members upon is roll.

&
y
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ex afficut
Moved by Geo. L. Allen, Esq., second
ed by E. E. \V. lluid, E>q, and

Resclved That |he Ob]éC[S of the Souety

ey
i
I

it
‘The mceiing then lermmated with votes
of thanks to Ihe Chairman and to the
Committee.
THOMAS McLEAN,
- Secretary
saithe mext meelOdl with be held on the
cond \\ eduesdav inJanuary next, 1863*

A fire took place in the refinery of tlie
Hamilton Coal Oil Company yesterday
morning about two o’clock. 1 be still
wes. destroyed, but the damage was light.

The Hon. Malcolm Cameron passed
through London on Tuesday, en route
Irom'“British Columbia to bis hoine in

Y entice you into a gambling house.

SHORLIFTING EXIRAGRONARY.

The pojice are busily engaged ip inves-
tigating a case of shoplifr$rj& on A* whole-
sale scale, in which a la”® movifig in the
better circles of Toronto society is implicat-
ed.  We would not have referred to the
matter until the arrest oflthe peison in
question had been regulaily made, had not
the case for the past two days been one of
public Boteriety. it is well known that
the ladies are ever on |he look out for bar-
gaing, especially ui dry goods, and are
willing to purchase even when the articles
do not come through the regular channels
of trade. A silk dress or a line victorine,
worth $20 in the stores, and offered for
$10 or $12 by a friend or acquaintance,
moving in the same sphere of society, who
tel isa plausible story, is certain to procure
a purchaser. With these preliminary re-
marks, il may be stated that for the past
two or three years a number of the ladies
of Toronto have been iu the habit of pur-
chasing silks, mousseline de laines, me-
rinoes, winseys, furs, head-dresses, and
other goods belonging to lhe female ward-
robe. at greatly reduced prices. The per-
son they have been puichafed from stated
that she received them Irom a female friend
who had come to Toronto to commence
business, but had given up all thought of
it owing to the decease of her Husband,
and the goods were being disposed of at
private sale for behall ol Iie widow. The
story was believed. JSo one appears to
have suspecled that anything was wrong,
although the sales have been goiug ou for
the luue alluded lo above. One lady
nought no fewer than seven silk dresses,
and liiere aie few houses iu the west end
where there have not been purchases, more
or less. A young woman called at a
furrier’s sloie ou King Street, three days
ago, wilh a handsume victorine wishing
some alterations to be made on it. The
proprelor of the establishment thought that
he had seen it before, and requested one
of Ihe asistants to look at tiie article. He
did aQ and at once declared that if had
been purloined from the establishment.
The young woman was closely questioned,
and admitted liiai she had purchased (he
victorine from Airs. for $8; it is
worth $30 by retail. The police we.e
notified of the transaction, and ~ergl. Muj.
McDowell and Detective Crowe weie de-
tailed to investigate the case.  They pro-
ceeded to the llouse of the person who
sold the lur ; she told them lIhe story about
the teinale trom lhe old country who had
lost, her husband. They took possession
of a quantity ol dry goods found in Iht
house, and procured data that led them to
visit « large number of the best houses in
the eity, where silk and other dresses by
she dozen, and other articles of female ap
narel were handed over to ihem, which had
been purchased from the suspected person.
The two officers, although long in the po-
lice service, were perfectly astonished a*
the quantity of good-' b<ought to light
As mentioned above, the suspected person
is very respectably connected, and she
persists that her story is true, and slates
lhal the woman will be al her house this
evening, when all will be explained sails
tactoriSy. For good andsullicient reasons
no arrest has yet been maue.

The C\se of W holesale Shop-
lifting .—MTr. John .Salt, Fumer, Kin*
street, filed an imformation belore the
Police authorities, charging Mrs George
Shaw with stealing a victorine worth $30
from his premises. This is the lady who
is supposed to be guilty of wholesale shop-
lifting. On Mr. Salt’s information, a
warrant was issued and Mrs. £>haw was
taken in charge yesterday by Detective
Crowe. She has, however, been admitted
to bail, and it is said the case wiil come up
for investigation beiore the Police Magis
Irate on Friday. Merchants and o ‘ber*
who suppose they have missed goods, will
do weil to call at the police office for ibe
purpose of identifying lhe articles now in
the hands of the police. It is said that
Mr. John Llillyard Cameron has been re-
tained to detend Mrs. Shaw.—Crlobc of
Thursday.

A Ball Given by Thieves.—A
Philadelphia paper records the loliowing *
—This a wicked world ! The sentiment
isold, hul good. Some of the avowed
wicked mortals, iu the form of thieves,
aSNembled at a ball, on Tuesday night last,
at Sanson street Hall. A Thieves’ Ball !'!
Four hundred persons were in attendance.
There was no redeeming leature to the
baU. The men who whirled ihe women
in (he mazy dance would pick your pocket
at the sheet corner. The women would
Flashy
jewelry was plenty, smiles were as cheap
as brass earrings—white and golden beads
glittered in tne head dresses ot painted
participants. ~ Mirth rub'd the hour-—such
mirth as guilt can ie L when it drowns re
collection iu a momentary pleasure. The
faces that peered into tiie glasses, were
representatives of those in the *Rogues’
Gallery’ at the Central Station. And
these men and these women call themselves
« Farmers’ Sons and Mercers' Daughters !’
Honor, they *xy, exists among thieves, and
the proceeds of the ball weie understood
to be for the benefit of a professional hero
hero who had commited a robbery in Bal
tnnoie*  What exemplary generosity !
Whal an admirable gathering for the
Quaker city iu the year 1862 1

Tiie Skizurk of Arms.—A few days
ago a paragraph was published, taken
from a Boston paper, ieporting ihe seizure
at Troy of a quantity of guns on their
way to Montreal. The Herald'a Que-
bec correspondent gives the following ex-
planation ol the affair —* It is stated
among persons likely to know tlie fact,
that the arms recently stopped in the
United States on their way to Montreal
were of Belgian manufacture, originally
imported on account ot tbe Federal Go-
vernment ; but which had been rejected
as inefficient. 'They had fallen into the
hands of persons who, it is said, had
consigned them to an agent of the Con-
federate Government, for shipment *o ihe
South via lialilax. *

MEXICO—CA 1HOLIC CLEIIGY
SUPPOIITING THE FRENCH.

The last news fiom Mexico received

through private channels indicates a dispo-
sition on the part of the clergy to co-ope-
rate with the French in their expedition
against Ihat country. A Catholic clergy-
man is said to have in his possession a let-
ter from Vera Cruz, informing him that
five Mexican prelates—the Archbishops ot
Guanaxuato, Merida, San Luts, Guadala-
jara, and Mexico bad written a letter oi
welcome tu lieu. Foiey, offering liim tin-
support ol llie whole Mexican oiersy
against Juarez. This letter also says that
the priests, who exercise a control! in-
fluence upon Ihe great mass of the natives,
iiad been instructed to prepare then for
lhe reception ofthe French, and that, they
were at work tulfilliug" tlieir task with zeal
and devotion.

'This announcement is said to have im-
parted a great deal of confidence to the
Commander-in-Chief of the French army,
and has caused him. to some extent, lo
modify his former plans. Thus, instead
ot hurrying forward his march upon
Mexico, he had decided to postpone hix
departure to the end of January, so as to
give time lo his allies to effectuate the ad-
hesion prom sed in his favour by the let-
ters of these Archbishops.

It* is also staled that the project an
nounced by the authorities of Mexico of
flooding thal city on the approach of the
French has excited a great d»al of indig-
nation among lhe real estate owners and
merchants, who have eutered a protest
against such a resolution.

The transportation service being yet
incomplete, and the surrounding country
destnuie, on account of the guerilla war-
fare which lollowed the repulse of the
French irom Puelna, General Forey ex-
periences some difficulty iu piovidmg his
army wiin liile necessary supplies cf food
and clothing. It was, however, thought
Ihat. the provisions hourly expected from
New York wou:d pul an end to l/iis stale
oi things.

I'he repoi L of the burning of the na
tional bridge between Orizaba and Ja-
lapa, by winch the Wench gariison of this
iast city would have been cul off from ils
line of commiiuiealiou, is not confirmed.
The only news which has the character or
trust worthiness, is that rtlating lo the in-
efficiency of transports and to the want of
forage. T he horses of the French cav-
alry were af.iih$i latest dates living ou
green corn aiid sugar-cane, a kin1of diet
uot calculated tO-prepare them for the
aiduous march they are expected lo
perform,

The legal agents of‘old Mr. Fleming,”
feeling that lhe commutation of the sen-
tence of death on Jessie McLachlau indi-
cates a doubt in tiie mind ot tlie Home
Secretary as to her gu.lt, audWarrants the
inlerreixe that iu his judgements Fleming
may be guilty, wrote lo Sir George Grey,
a-kmg him to say that he did not mean
such an inference to be drawn fiom Ins

decision.  ]ti icpTy, Sir George declined
xpress any opinion on lhe point.
Fleming i*nts* tlieil wrote, applying lorJ

another investigation,4o enable Air. Flein
mu.g lo adduce evidence lo test the Luih
of any statements which may have been

made at the late enquiry tending to crimi- M

nate him. Sir George replies that the
law of Scotland does not permit a witness
in a criminal trial—and Mr. Fleming gave
evidence on the trial ol iVicLachhm—io
be afterwards subjected to a prosecution
in respect of lhe matter of such trial. He
states, however, thal he was satisfied by
llie result of the late investigation by a
special commissioner, that the whole facts
of the ca»e bad not been submitted to the
jury who had convicted AleLachlan 5 but.
after all, the result of the inquiry was
far from removing all uncertainly, nor
could 1L be justly held to fix a share ol
the guilt on any other person esoecially
when such person was not represented at
the inquiry.”

F ederal Enlistments in Ireland
—The Irish papers state that enlistments
for the Federal army are taking place iu
Tipperary and neighboring distiicts. The
recruits are engaged as laborers, and tiie [
bounty, which is very nigh, is paid asj
wages. But the enlistment is not fairly-
viewed by the journals which represent the
Irish party. Oue of these, alluding lo
provable proximate events, says:(— The
dust of Irish gallant liea. ts will be mak-
ing«thc grass grow in Virginia, while Ire-
land’s oppoitunity may come fioin another
quarter, and liad ii eland loo weak to avail
herself of it. ~Wc protest against any
enlistments in tins country for either of the
American parties, so long as America is
not at war with some foreign power that is
also a foe to Ireland ; and we warn out
countrymen by their love of Ireland, and
tlieir love of honor, against giving any
countenance or support to the recruting
agents who are now going about this
country.” Of course everv advantage is
fair ip love or in war. but \WiMthe Brit-
ish authorities attempted during tlie strug-
gle in the Crimea, to recruit in the
United States, they were “pulled up”
pretty shabbdy by the Federal government

Another Mukder at M ontreal
Some 8 <1 §days ago.a man named iiiais,
was sirucli, knocked down and kicked by
a |i(.roii of lire name of I’nilrus, at ,Vion-
lieal.  On [l'uesdav allernoon, Bia-s
made a dvin® dtciaralion iu llie presence
of C. J. Coursoul, Esq.. .I S.P., Caplain
Lamotlie, and Or. Boyer ; and died llie
same evening from inflammation, sup-
posed to have been accelerated by tlie in-
juries lie received. Tlie police are afler
’oilras, wlio has hitherto managed to
evads them.

The Louisville (Ivy.) Journal says the
abolitionisl9 ol lhe nor’ll predict Jd, lhal,in
consequence cf the rebellion the slaves
would everywheie rise, but. on tlie con-
trary, they have fallen filiy or a hundred
per cent.

Amendments to the Election
L aw.— The-County Council of Kent has
adopted a petition to the Governor Gene-
pal urging the necessity of having two
polling places in each township at elections
lor members of Parliament, wilh a cen-
tral polling-place for each electoral divi-
sion ; and suggesting further lhat where
the electors number six hundred, for
every additional three bundled a third pol-
ling place be provided, and that the hours
of voting in the day be nine,commencing at
eight and ending at live o’clock, when one

Ja* 'vould be lo poll svt.-y voh-.
'N>ese amendments, it is claimed, would
isave unnecesary expei.se and prevent

corruption and bribery.

A telegraphic despatch, dated on the 8th
of December, at nine o’clock A. M., from
Titusville, htaies thal 4>00,000 gallons of
petroleum oil were lost by liie ice cutting
through the boats on the river on their
way lo Pittsburg.

W omajn's Politics.—Club gossips
say old Fould was luied out of the French
Cabinet by the Empress, who has always
hated him because he interfered with her
unlimited supply of pin money. He even
lemonstrated against her ‘pawning’ the
crown diamonds to replenish her ex-
chequer.
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