liJji'loU fucw l U ariiaw tnt

OPENING OF PARLIAMEXT.
THE GoY'ltRHOK ORNKRAL't KU'EKCH.

Q ukbkc, March 10.

This day at 3 o’clock p.in. His Excellency J

Ihe Governor Goneral proceeded in state to the

Chamber: .of tho Legislative Council in the;
parliament buildings.
I’he members of the Legislative Counci

being assembled, liis Excellency was pleased
io command the attendance of the Legislative
Assembly and that House being present, His
Excellency was pleased to open the 4th Session
of tho 6th parliament of the Province of Cana-
da with the following speech from the throne :—

Honorable. Gciitlern.cn of the Legislative Council*
IGentlemen of tho Legislative Asstmbly :
1congratulate you on the abundance of tha
Harvest with which Providence has blessed us,
and | think | may express the hope that tho
Commercial prosperity of Canada is rapidly re-
viving.

In the year 18G0 we have had the honor of
welcoming to our shores liis Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales. Our Gracious Sovereign
has acknowledged the loyally which greeted
her son iu this Province, and 1 feel confident
that the grateful remembrance of his visit wil
live long in the hearts of our people.

Much has Irtely been ellVcted by legisJatiou,
and | hop© that the circumstances of the Pro-
vince aie such asto require few important mea-
sures to be laid before you, ii this, the last ses-
sion of the present parliament*

It is a satisfaction to me to see Ihat the Con-
solidated Statuses both of Upper and Lower
Canad« have been promulgated in an authentic
form, but 1 mustremind you that something
yet remains to be done, and | desire your as-
sistance in assimulating as far as possible the
jaw which prevails in either section of the Pro-
vince.

A measure will be submitted to you having
for its object the properadministra.ion of Jiank-
rupt Estates in Upper Canada. | would ear-
nestly request your careful consideration of so
grave a subject. Some changes are required in
our Council Law, and the further improvement
of our prison discipline demands the establish-
ment at particular places of certain well regu-
lated jail? or local penitentiaries.

Tho registration of judgments in Upper Ca-
nada has leen the cause of expense and delay?
and 1 think you will find it expedient to amend
tho laws which relate }o this matter.

Tho report of the Commissioners of Crown
Lanas will bo laid before you You will see
that tho receipts from this department have in-
creased, and that ihe greatest efforts havo been
made to estabilsh a sound system of immigra-
tion and promo.e the 'settlement of our waste
lands.

My attention has been directed to the fact
that a writ issued by the Court of Queen’s
Bench in England, has been served m this
Colony. | havo been advised to represent to
Her Majesty’s Governmont the expediency of
preventing by Legislation in Great Britain, any
possible conflict of jurisdiction. I will also, add
Ihat certain legal documents appear to make it
expedient for you to define by statutory enact-
ments of your own the nature and extent of the
laws and customs of Parliament as shall exist
in Canada.

Gentlemen of t)if Legislative Assembly :

The accounts .for the year which has juat ex-
pired, will be .laid before you immediately, and
i hope you will havo no reason for being dis-
satisfied with the -results which they present.

You will soo Ihat tho reception of tho Prince
-of Wales, whilst it was, we hope, worthy of the
Province, and of its illustrous guest, was con-
ducted by the Commissioner of Public Works
with a due regard to economy

| have again to ask at your hands the supplies
which will be required for th*» services of Her
Most Gracious Majesty in the current year.
Honorable Gentlemen and Gentlemen :

| have now only to desire you to give your
best consideration to the various subjeets on
which | have touched, and | offer an earnest
prayer that God will aid your counsels ahd will
bless our people with his choicest gifts

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

On the Speaker taking the chair.
Hon Mr. Vankoughnet
jolating to Common Schools.

Hon Mr, Speaker reported the speech fjom
His Excellency.

introduced” an Act

On motion of Hon Mr. Vankoughnet, the
speech W>!| bp taken into consideration on Tues-
day.

The following gentlemen wore *ntroduced
and took iheir seats :— Hon Messrs. Merrit, Sir
Allan McNab, Foster, Reesor, Proulx, Letel-
lier, Jeffery, GueVremontand Hamilton. House
adjourned.

V ¢« . Quebec,March 19.

After routine business, the House took
up the address iu reply to the speech from
the Throne Its adoption was moved by

Hon Col. Tache and seconded by lion {and the

Mr. Shaw, and carried without amend-
went.

uhdor the circumstances to be con-
, ho had declined lo act upon it-

r' Rieoal
trary to la
He had also received from lIsaac BucTian&n,
Esq., a paper purporting to be the resignation
of his Feat, but as the seat of the lion gentleman
was not attached to it thereby confirming it a*

;his solemn Act, ho had declined to receive it*

Attorney General Cartiai moved the adoption
of a sessional order, dec'aring : First, that
members whose seats are contested are to with-
draw while the subject is under debate ; second
pledging the House to proceed with the utmost
severity against members guilty of bribery or
other corrupt practices ; and third, declaring
the offer of money or other advantage loa mem-
ber to be a high crime and misdemeanor

Afler some further routine business the House
adjourned.

Quebec, March 18.

Tho house met at three o’clock, and after
the transaction of routine business adjourned

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Quebec, March 18

After routine business Messrs. Rykert ant2

Mockenzie weie introduced and took their seals.

On motion of Attorney General Cartier the
House proceeded io ihe Order of the Day* which
was the consideration of His Excellency s Speech
from the Throne at the opening of the session*

Mr. Mcl3elh then_ moved tho Address, se-
conded by Mr. Caron.

The first clause was iut and carried.

On the second clause being read, which re*

lated to thp Princa of tVales’ visit,

Mr. Gowan intimated that there was to be
an amendmentsubmitted to this paragraph, but
it appears th 't it was not jet printed

The debat® was adjourned until to-morrow.

Mr. Ferras then moved as a question of pri-
viloge, that as from an examination of the pol*
books of the municipality of Ihe township of
Granby in the county of Khefford, it appeared
tkat gross irregularities had occurred in coi-
nexion with the entries in the said poll-book,
in violation of the freedom of election and in
breach of tho privileges of elec ion, th© return-
ing officer be brought to Ihe bar of the House-,

After some discussion tho debate was post-
poned

Th® House then adjourned
Quebec* March 19.

The llouce met at three o’clock.
After routine business, Mr. Mongenais
was introduced and took his seat.

DEBATE ON TIIE ADDRESS.

The House then procreded lo the order
of the day, which was the consideration
of the second paragraph of the address,
relating to the Prince’s visit.
delate was resumed by

. -Ferguson, who moved in amend-
ment, ‘ That while our gracious Sovereign
has acknowledged the loyally which greet-
ed [iis Royal Highness the Prince of
W ales on his visit to our shores during lhe
last year, and while that visit will long he
held in grateful remembrance hy Her
Majesty’s loyal subjects in this great ap-
pendage of her empire, this House feels
hound to express to Your Excellency its
deep regret that owingito the unwise coun-
sel tendered to His Royal Highness, the
feelings of large classes of Her Majesty’s
subjects were insulted, their rights ignored,
and much political and religious excitement
engendered, detrimental alike to the peace
of the country, and that full and unreserved
t quality of the rights and privileges which
all classes nf the people should constitu-
tionall.,” enjoy.”

Mr. i'lci)ougall moved that all the
words after *unwise counsel,” be struck
out, and “wl'icli obtained or to tbe abdi-
cation of their functions by tbe responsible
advifers of the Crown in this country, or
both, Ihe feelings of large classes,” &.C.,
be substituted. This placed lhe blame ol
lhe unwise advice on lhe proper shoulders.

Mr. -McDougall's amendment was lost
on a division by 28 to 71.

Mr. Ferguson’s amendment was lost by
14 to 85.

FACTIOUS POLITICS.

That party combinations arc use-

ful necessary no sane man will
deny—without associalton very
little can be done. Despotism lias
neve;- been successfully resisled,

nor civil or rt-i,J 'olls liberty obtain-
ed without people bana‘together
to resist the one or gain the otne.":
Union the world over is strength,
and isolation is very properly em-
blematical of weakness ; by united
effort the wheels of commerce are
kept in motion ; ships are built,
living world is kept in
healthful play. But whilst all
this is undeniably true, yet there is

A petition against Er. lluot’s return [such a thing as disastrous or uri-

wa* read at Ihe table, and

jprincipled unity.

Despots some-

BoA Mr. Letellier moved its adoption, jtimes unite, and tlien woe betide
Ilhe matter, however, was postponed jllle unhappy countries over which

v>mil to-morrow.
lie House then adjourned.

I.LKGJSLATIVC ASSEMULY.

Qil the motion of the Speaker lo the House,
Mr. Croik and Mr. Purdy were introduced and
topk their seais

It Was then that the address
answer to the speech should bo discussed on
Monday.

resolved iu

’I'he Speaker informed ti e Monro that a spo
cS&l return had been mado in reference to Ihe
Shetjbrd Election ; subsequently on the rnelion
of Afr, I.Distiver, the poll-books and other docu-
mentt, were laid ou the lable.

The Speaker also stated, that during the re-
cess he had received a paper from Pierre tluot,

they rule. Mobs sometimes band
together, and of all the hideous
tyrannies, that of ihe mob to our
mind is the worst. France was
once governed by mob law, and its
history was written in untold hor-
rors and blood ; and never is orga-
nization more dangerous than when
it is impregnated wilh what is
termedlintense parly spirit ; then,
indeed, it becomes loathsome and
dangerous, which state of things
we fear is to some extent the case
in this noble Province.

Men no longer look at men, but
lo the party with which they art-
identified.  The particular merits
or demerits now-a-days of any

Ksg., which purported to be the resignation of measure is not discussed, the only

his teat tor Ea(t Quebec, but mraeidoring tI* lquestion -asked being,

did the ins

propose it ? If so. then all the outs
have got to do is to oppose it, and
vice versa. So filled are many
now-a-days with this party spirit,
that an ass has but lo bray and
forthwith he is transformed into an
excellent man, and fools shout
themselves hoarse in his praises.—
You, out of curiosily, perhaps step
up- to one of these lunatics who is.
shouting like a madman, and you
ask, why this hubbub ? And ten to
one the only reply you get is, oh!
ho belongs to our party, and he’s
true blue, or all right. You go
away satisfied in one sense, and
lhat is, if 'he hero belongs lo the
same parly as the shouttr it is a
partv of fools; but if parly politics
were confined to shouting it would
not do much damage, but possibly
good, as the lungs might be bene-
(iued thereby.

Hut. the fact is, that under the in-
fluence of party spirit many of our
best citizens, who would Le an or-
nament in our Parliament, are left
atitome, and hungry lawyers and
unprinciped political tricksters are
senl ihere instead. The result be-
ing lhat bribery and corruption is
rampant to such a degree in high
places—that cur checks tingle wilh
shame \vhen we speak of our public
men, and un'css we quickly mend
our manners the greatest insult we
shall be able to give an honest man
will be to call him a member of
Parliament. Even as it is, it is ex-
tremely difficult to find any respec-
table man lo oiler hitnself as a re-
presentative. And why ? Be-
cause a man ol dignity’and honor
has not the nsrve, or possesses too
much self-respect to be smeared
with the filth that political partizans
alone know how io throw in his
face. That we are not “ throwing
the hatchet,” or too highly coloring
let any one watch an election.—
Why, we have heard the most hon-
orable men called names which
would blacken a pickpocket’s cha-
racter, and viliified and belied in a
manner which would disgrace
Fishgale— the only reason assigned
for such abuse being, why, he be-
longs lo Ilhe Ministry, or he is a
Clear Grit, which in plain English
means, my opponent does not be-
lieve as | believe, and therefore of
necessity must be a scoundrel. This
is one of the baneful consequences
of the bitter party spirit of the age,
which in its wicked blindness
overlooks intelligenc, worth and
honesty, anJ prefers a parly scoun-
drel or dangerous visionary to an
honest, upright gifled man.

Nor is this the only or greatest
evil produced by insane parly pre-
judices. Look in for a momenl at
the Parliament House. The house
is full.  Some honest member (old
Mackenzie, perhaps) is making a
brilliant speech ; he is advocating
Representation by Population. The
justice of the measure is admitted,
bul on a division you are astonished
at the immense majority against the
molion. But if we look at the com-
position of lhat house, we need not
be astonished. The Ministerialists
won’t vti'e for it because it is evi-
dent he intends to defeat the Minis-
try ; and lhe Clear Grils—those
who dare not vote against it—are
conveniently absent, and ihus the
measure is lost, not because it was
unjust, but because the mover did
not happen to belona to their par-
ticular parly.

But again, George Brown brings
forward a motion lor a Dissolution
of the tlnion as a bit of bunkum.and
to cause a sensation and sell his
Globes. Now, itis well known by
every thinking man that a dissolu-
tion would be disastrous, a.id yet
every one of.the party, like so many
sheep, vote for it—many of the
other parly voting against it lor no
earthly reason but lhat George
Brown voted for it. Now, we ask
our intelligent readers, is there not
something contemptible in this sort
of thing? We ask, again, is nol
parly spirit a curse when carried to
such lengths? And in view of an
approaching election, which may-
come ere we expect it—we ask, is
elarty spirit going to rule? Will
the electors ol East and West York
and other placed, prove themselves

ch ninnies as to select men solely
on parly prejudices ? We trust not.
We hope lhat'the people will make
it of the first moment to learn-what
the Reforms are—which they re-
quire—and then send honest,upright
and intelligent men to Parliament
lo carry out such reforms. We
have been cheated by party cogno-
mens too long, and our country is in
danger of being overrun by Dis-
union fanatics, whb, like wreckers,
would feast on lhe ruins of their
country; or, like Nero, play the
fiddle whilst (Rome) Canada is
burning. We commend these words
of warning to intelligent electors
everywhere.

Disastrous Fire— We learn from
the cily papets that on Wednesday
afternoon, about five o’clock, a fire
broke out in an out-building in rear
of the house No. 67, Victoria Street,
and ere it could be stayed destroyed

fourteen olher frame houses, lhe
total value of which is, including
furniture, about $8000. Very few

of the houses were insured.

COTTON MANUFACTURES.

Some SiX months ago, in an> article
on 1Canadian manufactures,! we
referred to the fact, which, had also
been noticed by olher joumids, that-
the raw eotion of the*1Southern
Stales could, by means of the G. T.
Railroad, be laid down at Toronto
at \ cheaper rate than at the faelo-
rtes of Boston, lhe difference iiv
lavor ol loronto being equal to the
cost ol transit between lhe two
cities. This fact has directed llie
attention of capitalists to ike facili-
ties offered by Toronlo for Ihe esta-
blishment ol collon factories, ‘I'he
subject has been talked over for
some lime, and it is now about lo
lake a practical form in fact quite
a rivalry has arisen between dif-
ferent localities, each striving lo be
the first lo enjoy lhe advantages of
manufacturing “enterprise. Nol
long ago a proposition was in the
ciiy Council of Hamilton, to exempt
from taxation any buildings or ma-
chinery ereeled for manufacturing
purposes in thal cily. The olher
day Messrs. Gzouski and McPher-
son made a proposal lo the corpor-
ation of Toronto to establish a
large cotton mill in Toronto, capa-
ble ol giving employment to two or
three hundred operatives, on condi-
tion Ihat the corporation will grant
them sufficient land for the purpose,
at a nominal rent,and free from city
taxation for a period of 25 years.—
The Council, eager to secure lhe
advantages offered, have unani-
mously agreed to grant llie required
quantity of land on the condilions
asked. The lessees bind themselves
lo erect a factory, containing 100
looms, 3,500 spindles ; and capable
of manufacturing annually 1,500,000
yards of cotton cloth. A Mr Hyde,
of Streetsville,who appears desirous
to advance lhe interests of his own
locality, has also made an offer to
these gentlemen ofsome property in
that village at a sum. which as he
states, is far below its value,in order
to induce them to build their mills
there. The great benefits that the
establishment ol lhe cotton Irade
Will confer on Toronlo and the sur-
rounding country, cannot be doubt-
ed. The increase of manufactures
must of course increase the value of
agricultural products. The larger
the population of the cities and
towns, the greater the consumption
of food. A home market we ail
know lo be the best. The greater
the distance lo which it is necessary
that our wheat should be conveyed
before reaching the consumer, it is
plain lhe less lhe producer realizes
for it. Ciieape; coiton and dearer
wheat, we may lake it for granted,
will be among the advantages lIhat
farmers will derive from extensive
cotton manufactures. That class of
immigrants, having a knowledge of
lhe wearing and spinning of coiton,
who now make the Eastern Slates
their deslillation, will be attracted
lo our shores.  Skilled labor, which
is always one of the greatest sources
of wealth to-a country, will find en-
couragement among us Great
numbers of arlisans, who now.emi-
grate to the States, would prefer
other things being equal to lemain
British subjects, rather than take up
lheir abode in llie American Repub-
lic ; but who are kept away by the
absence ol suitable employment. Il
has long been pointed out as a mo-
nument of industrial triumphs, that
the American collon is conveyed
across lhe Atlantic, a distance, of
3000 miles, to be converted into
cloth, brought back again and sold
to the original cultivator of lhe cot
lon plant at a cheaper rate than it
can be made in his own country.

Some idea of the vasl wealth that
Great Britain derives from 1liis
source, may be obtained from a

Knowledge of the laet, Ihal the va-
lue of the cotton fabrics annually
produced in Great Britain amounts
to the enormous sum of 220 millions
of dollars, a quantity sufficient to
supply each of lhe 879 millions of
the earth’s population wilh option
cloth lo lhe value of $0.25. . The
value of the cotton kept in England
for domestic consumption, amounts
annually \o $-3.08 to each individual.
If, iheu, the manufacture of cotton
Contributes so largely lo the wealth
of Great Britain, is it not of Ihe first
importance lo secure to Canadians
some of.ils advantages? It is true
we do not possess coal-mines, but
coal can be procured at a cheap rale
all along the frontier ofCanada. The
extensive wafer powers throughout
the country can, to a certain extent,
be made, lo supply the placc of
steam. If ever there was a time in
the history of Canadian legislator,
when Government was called upon
to encourage manufacturing indus-
try, it is now. There is not any
w'ant of capital to invest in such un-
dertakings, or of persons able and
willing to enter into them. What
we want just now, is a protetive ta-
riff to encourage iheir efforts for a
few years, and enable them to com-
pete wilh other places in which a
high degree of perfection in machi-
nery has already been attained. The
public mind is directed to the sub-
ject, and now is the time to give an
impetus to a movement already be-
gun. Our towns and cilies contain
immense numbers of laborers and

mechanics out of employment, who,
instead of being mere idle consum-
ers as they are at present, might be
large producers oi wealthy

Since writing lhe above, wc learn
from the Leader of yesterday, lhe
21st inst., that '‘ the site which
Messrs. Gzowski and Macpherson
selected for the Cotton Factory,, was
the Si. Andrew’s market plot. The
City Council met yesterday after-
noon ar.d granted the sile ; so that
active proceedings, may be ex-
pecled in a shorttime.”

PRFSETATIQN to the Ilhv r.
RoDGEIIS AND LADY.

On Wednesday evening last, the 20th
iiift., the Buttonville, HeadWrd and Rich-
mond Hill Lodges, pf the Order of Good
leiiiplar’s, and some friends, met
at Ambler’s Ilall, Richmond liill, for the
purpose of presenting lo the above oenlle
man and lady, a token of regard aotf esteem.
The Hall was crowded.—The Rev. .tames
Dick, on behalf of Ihe Order ot Good
Templar's and friends, in a neat anti appro-
priate speech, presented lo the Rev. Gen-
tleman, a Handsome Silver Watch, on
which was engraved the words, Presented
to llie Rev. R. Rodgers; by the G'ood
femphvrs and frientls, as a token of esteem
and regard ; also a Silver Cake Basket
was presented lo the Iter. Rodgers for his
Lady, who was unavoidably absent.  Mr.
Rodger’s replied in an appropiiate speech,
which was loudly applauded. | he pro-
ceedings were enlivened by songs and; reci<
lat ions.

THE OPENING OF PARLIA-
MENT.

Elsf.wherk tvill be found a full
report of the Governor General’s
Speech, delivered at Ilhe opening of
Parliament, in Quebec,on Saturday
last, tho 16th inst. As our readers
can read the Speech as well as our-
selves, it is nol at all necessary 1o
make any lenglhened comments
upon it, suffice it to say, lhat it is
as intelligible as such speeches
usually are. There is one po-int,
however, upon which il is more
explicit Ilian is usual ; and that is
a Bankrupt Law for Upper Canada
—is distinetly promised. As we
ha-'e before stated, such a law is
much needed by us, as some of our
smartest business men have been
driven from our midst, for want of a
good Bankrupt Law. We are aware
that itis a difficultsubjectto legislate
upon, asthe rights of a Creditor have
got to be upheld, as well as protec-
tion afforded to the honest, out un-
fortunate debtor. Therefore it is
that we look with anxiety for the in-
troduclionof lhe bill.  Prison disci-
pline is also lo be improved, by
establishing local Penitentiaries.
Mention is made relative to the im-
proving of lhe law, to register
judgments. Then come the congra-
tulations of the visit of Albert Ed-
ward Prince of Wales, and of lhe
bountiful harvest we had last year.
Thus the Session has opened—and
already the war of words have
begun an amendment lo the address

being proposed by Mr. Gowan.
A warm debale is iherefor on the
lapis—on the Orange difficulties

—and lively times may be expect-
ed. We observe that in the Gov-
ernor General’s Speech, no men-
tion is made of the Grand Trunk
applications for relief; nor of any
Federation Scheme.

A spec I—the “Dollar Book !”
Any one of our readers who has nol
purchased the book published by a
“British Canadian,” and entitled
“ lhe tour of Il. R. H. the Prince of
Wales through British America and
the United States,"" dedicated “to
“ the lion. Philip M. Vankoughnet,
Commissioner of Crown Lands
for Canada, in acknowledgment
of his sterling and brilliant abili-
ties as a statesman and as the
mover in the Legislative Council
of the address to the Queen, in-
viting Her Majesty to visit Ca-
nada,, by his obliged, obedient.
and humble servant the compiler,”
—can have our copy for the small
sum oififty cents! If no person
applies within twenty-four hours,
we will consign it to the keeping of
—our “devilt”

A New Schooi, House-—We
hear it rumored that the Trustees of
the Richmond Hill, Union Common
School, have determined to erect a
new School House ; as the present
school house is not large enough to
contain the school children, belong-
ing to the section. We are glad
that the matter is taken up by the
Trustees ; but we would suggest
that not only does there need a new
school room, but the present one
wants lo be denuded of its unsight-
ly desks &e., &c., so that it may
look something better than a dirty
kitchen. In connection with this,
we may as well add, that many in-
fluential men belonging to the sec-
tion, give, as their opinion, that the
Trustees oughtto call a public meet-
ing of the rate-payers, and hear
iheir opinions on the matter. For
aughl we know, it may be the in-
tention of the Trustees so lo do.
Anyway, were it done, the people
could not complain ; whereas, if no
meeiing is called, many will grum-
ble because of the taxes, for toueh
the pockets and you touch the apple
of many a mans eyo.

Richmond H ill Mechanic's In-
stitute.—We feel great pleasure
in announcing that our esteemed
and talented lecturer, Dr. Pyne, of
Newmarketwill deliver a lecture
in connection with tile above Socie-
ty, in Ambler's Hall, on Tuesday
evening next, at half-past 7 o’clock.
Subject: Woman, Physically, Mo-
rally and Intellectually considered.
Alter Ihe leeture a Collection will
be taken up, lo defray expenses.

Hon. J. Il. Camkron.—This
gentleman made his entry into To-
ronlo on Wednesday evening at the
head of a large torchlight proces-
sion of Orangemen. The great
transparency was lit up, and carried
in a one-horse cart.

Cornspiiiuntr.

WO wish it to bo distinctly understood, tha
we do not hold ourselves responsible for
opinions expressed by conespoudenUs through

A LECTURE ON WOMAN'’S
ABILITIES A UESL’ON iSIUi-
LITIES, BY OJLLTVEIL

To the Editor of the York Heraldl

Sm,— Having had occasion to leave
home the other day upon, soiue business,
which when 1got settled partially to my
satisfaction, | was making the best of my
way in tbe homeward .direction when my
attention was attracted by seeing a large
crowd entering a School-house, about a
mile west of Victoria Square. On en
quiring the cause of their meeting together,
J. was informed that they expected a lec-
ture to be delivered that evening upon
‘woman,” as they vulgarly termed, it, and
advised me to stop and 1 would see some
lun. Feeling some curiosity in the matter,
| agreed to their proposals, and that for
different, reasons. Jii the first place, | was
a considerable distance from home, and it
being a very stormy night, £ thought by
staying a while the stopm might somewhat
abate in its fury ; and in the second place,
t saw that a great majority ol those present
were prejudiced against the expected lec-
turer. bo thinking it would be well to see
for myseli if there were any just grounds
for their prejudice, | did remain. For
some time we thought we weie going to be
disappointed in our speaker. klie il not
come," said some j ‘ he knows he’ll only be
laughed at.” * Yes, he'll come,’ said others;
«he is only too glad to have an opportu-
nity to make a fool ot himself.” in-the
meantime, the house was crowded almost
to suffocation. At length, to the satisfac-
tion of every one present, the lecturer ap-
peared On his entering the house some
squibs and other offensive missiles weie
thrown at him by some rowdies j but to my
great delight and their entire di-satisfac-
tion, he seemed not to pay the least atten-
tion to this rude behaviour, but quietly
went and took his stand, i he first
glimpse which I got of his features disposed
ine to disbelieve all 1 had heard against
him.  There was nothing artificial about
iiis demeanor \ no knitting ot the brows,or
painful straining ol the eyes to look brilli-
ant and acute. | he absence ot these little
conceit? and foolerie.*, so often disfiguring
talented young speakers, went far to esta-
blish my opinion in his favor. In his face
beamed eicquenee 5 there was a wonderous
power and lire in his eyes, which gleamed
with restless energy eveiy way he looked.
It was startling to find their glance sud-
denly settled on any one. lhere was an
air of anxiety aboul his worn features,
young as he was—about 24 —which
showed that thought and study had already
begun to sap and undermine his constitu-
tion. When th« chai:man was appointed
(Air. li. T'Khite, from Victoria Square) -
a gentleman who deserve- great credit for
his indefatigable efforts to maintain good
order and decorum throughout the entire
evening. At length the speaker arose
amidst the silence of expectation excited
by prejudice against him. lie seemed at
first a little flustered, and for a few mi
nutes spoke hesitatingly and somewhat in-
correctly, with the air of a man who does
not exactly know how to get at his sub-
ject, which, yet he is confident of having
thoroughly mastered. At length, how-
ever, the current ran smooth, and gradu-
ally widened and swelled into such a tor-
rent of real eloquence as | never before
heard poured from the lips of so young a
speaker j and notwithstanding the noisy
and dangerous missiles hurled at him from
time to time, and the no less noisy and
disagreeable yells, laughter and vulgar ex-
pressions of an ignorant rabble who knew
not how to appreciate ta'ent, and whose
mind were not sufficiently cultivated to
comprehend the orilliant conceptions of the
speaker— but with all these formidable ob-
stacles in the way he wenton as if he
were addressing the mos* attentive and
orderly audience. Once or twice he did
indeed, as it were, let go the thread of his
discourse,which was the ability and respon-
sibility of the woman, and thunder such a
torrent of eloquent abuse on his unman-
nerly persecutors, which for a time si-
lenced their ill-bred railery. Never shall
[ forget the look of utter scorn and con-
tempt with which he viewed these dis-
orderly individuals while he denounced
their guilty conduct. And with the same
ease, as if nothing had happened to de-
compose his mind, resumed his subject}
and wilh oratorical gesture, his fingers
twisting his moustache into all sorts of
fanatical shapes as he warmed. However,
he let it go, and with his arms—the na-
tural lovers of eloquence—expounded to
us what woman was, and what she ought
to be, with the grace and energy of a na-
tural orator; after which he sat down
amidst a shower of applause and fireworks.
When he concluded, a deputation from
Victoria Square waited on him, to invite
him to honor that place with one of his
lectures. He informed the deputation in
the plainest terms, that considering the
ungentlemanly conduct ofa part of the
audience that evening, he. woulu require
some time for consideration I was in*
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ormed, also, that a deputation from Rich-
mond iiill were deputed to make thesame
request, but owing lo the ill success of the
Victoria Square petitioners, they declined
making any proposals to him for that pur-
pos*?. | am.glad to sa/Thowever, that. a-/,
vote of thanks was tendered him for his
very excellent speech, wliich was carried”®
almost unanunousb’.  Mr. Jacob Horner™
choir, which had been invited to sit,g
this occasion, also received a vote ..oi
thanks, mid well they deserved it ; for a}-»,
though this choir may as yet be const--'
dered m its infancy, it surpasses many,

my estimation, of a great deal older; stand-A
ing; and too much praise cannot be be-
stowed upon Mr. Jacob Horner,* and.h”
is worthy of being patronised as a musical
instructor, for he is iully master off hi*
profession.

It was then moved by Mr. Thomas*
Fogarty, and seconded by Mr. William'
Cumiskey, that the chaiiman receive
vote of thanks for the able manner vv*
which he conducted himself while he oc-
cupied that station ; after which the mefet-*
ing was dismissed. "W

A CRITIG;

Markham, March 15th, 1861,

To tho Editor of the York Herald.
ii hreA

Dear Sir,— Yesterday evening Alex-
ander McLaucbhlm, Esq., a geutle(uftflu.
whose name has been brought before the
public during the last year or two, as a
poet aud practical lecturer,, delivered an
able lecture in the Old Ki«k, Maple, upwi
“Poets and Poetry,” in which he set farHiF
the refining influences brought to bear upon
society, portraying in a masterly manner
the mighty power which the poet calls hisf
own, verifying the old adage, ‘that he
who makes the songs of a people is theifri
atluul rultr.

He gave selections from the poems of.
Coieridge, ik?oor, Campbell, ant! poorr
waim-bearted Tom Hood j and by re-
quest, three of his own composition, “'l'he
Drunkard,” 4d he Old \Vidow reading her

frlUA

iiible on a Sabbath Morning™’1 and
* Hymn to the Eternal.” And itisino
flattery to pronounce the latter selections
among tiie best. [

*i he drivelling sot in the threadbare”
coat/is.aU sou!-stirrmg, its mournful num-
bers falling upon the ear like lhe death
wails of a once mighty mtelject, anfi.the®
‘eglorious light that tell on the page-5 pt#
tiie oldiiible on the knee of the God-;
Uniting widow, will cause the ‘ quiet tear’
to fall from many an aged eye long after
its author shall be numbered with the silent
dead; whilstthe heart Ihat would not swell"
with adoration, when listening to the
‘ Hymn to the Eternal,’ must be hard M-;
deed.

in conclusion the lecturer alluded to the
unpoetica) tendencies of lhe present age.
fLhe great aim and object being the acqui-
s.tioa of wealth ; and, while we boasted
of our education and advancement in tbs
a«U and civilization, we were making all
things bow to the golden god testing the-
usefulness ot our intellectual acquirements*
by the facility which they afioi-Ued foi the-;
gathering oi the almighty dollar.

Had any ore felt inclined lo cavi* at
this assertion, he only had to look in last
night, and the miserable attendance would
have given a conclusive proof of its cor-,
reelness. Picture to yourself an educil--'
led man, and a gentleman, standing up in'
a house proverbially dreaiy, <0 address an
ajdittnce of some thirty individuals, wiieny*
lo say the very least, it ought to have*
numbered some, one or Lwo hundred. ;»n

Not a vote ol thanks, not a murmur ofb
applause, uuless the abortive attempt 0
one overly enthusiastic individual, he con-
sidered as such, and even that, was strang-
led m the birth, but a weird like hus” that.,
“went up in lhat stillness va.st,” makiuj*
the absence of soul, (if we iray be allow-
ed the expression,) positively/ painiiil—+
Deeply did we sympathize with the lectur-
er. Any man who has ever addressed an
audience knows how it buoys him up—gives ’
him almost superhuman mentai power, t6"
know that he lias the sympathies of his.1
audience, and to feel the common cords
which bind heart to heart, vibrating withii
a common emotion.

W hat intellectual man is there who ihas*
not experienced that awful drearine$&;.*
which creeps into the bosom when/he
knows that the subject upon which he majf»
be speaking, is neither understood, nor a*-"
preciated, by his listeners ?

Hail it been some Jem Crack who had;
paid our village a visit, accompanied bjr
an old fiddler, an older fiddle and a magic
lantern, comic or instructive, with an ex-'
plainer whose Bible knowledge was so li-°
mited that he would gravely assert that af]
representation of the conversion ol St.
Paul, was Napoleon crossing lhe Alps, our
village would have been all agog.

Or had our guest been some celebrated'-
horse-tamer, with an unpronouncable namer
a pupil of the far-famed Rarey, and a |-
though of very limited scholastic attain-?
inenls, yet still possessing sufficient to en-,
able luna- to distinguish the difference be”
tween a V and an 1; charging the small;
sum of five dollars to-all desirous ot learn-
ing, how to tame their own horses— how to™
train them to eat,— or not eat, making the
balky draw, and tlie tame beast not to stir*
with divers aud sundry other performances,,
too numerous to mention. Had such bden
the calling of the‘gentleman, who favored®
us with his presence fester nrgbt, what
commotion -there would have been, and by &
little judicious puffing, he would have stood
a fair chance lo have taken more five dol-
lar bills, than our lecturer did york shil-
ling*.

in a word, had it b”en anything fron>?
a shooting-ma'ch, to an execution-TTA”
long as it had nothi ig to. do with the head.
— there would have been a good turn 911

Now we would not have the ‘vor-d thinlc
that Maple and its vicinity, is worse than
any other portion of the habitable: globe
we take it as a fair sample of theSgenera!
state of Canadian Society, and granting
this, is it not high time to Improve?—and
that we may so improve, let the young?
people of our different neighborhood, in-
stead of devoting, so much of their time
to nothing, or worse thafrnothing, try and
improve their minds, by making themselves
acquainted with the writings of the great
and good. Let those who have the train-.
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