
■ / i - f  —  * s h a * t y ^  f -)

fforfrq.

S I S T E R ,  I ’L L  R E M E M B E R  T H E E .

C h ild h o o d s  h o m e wo shared  to g e th e r, 
H an d  in h an d  w e p locked  its flow ers ; 

S u n n y  sk ies and  storm y w ea th e r,
S h a red  ou r flee ting  youthfu l hou rs .

A ll its ca res  as well as p leasu res,
T h o u  d id ’st sw eetly  sh a re  w ith  m o—  

, M ong the  d earest o f life 's  trea su re r, 
S is te r, I ’ll rem em b er thee .

S h a rin g  sm iles and  tears together,
L e n g th en ed  years  have com e aud  go n e , 

A n d  th e ir  ch an g es, o ften bitter,
■UK W e  in  m u tua l love h av e  borne,

B u t should life its sorrow s double,
A ll its p leasu res blasted be,

"In the  d ark est hour o f  trouble,
S ister, I ’ll rem em b er thee.

Should  the  Sjivipur call thoo hom ew ard , 
F irs t iu  glory brigh t to rise.

F irs t, to join those deare3t loved ones, 
W h o  h ave  left us for th e  skies ;

T h e n ,  a  sp irit b righ t, oft lingering  
R ound m y hom e, m e th in k s  1 see,

A s my w atch fu l, g uard ian  ange l,
S is te r, th en  i ’ll th in  It o f thee.

T h e n  I  Mi linger w here you’re  sleep ing , 
L is ten in g  close to h ea r you call,

W hile  thy  sp irit’s gen tle  brea th ings,
O n  m y h ea rt in m usic  falls,

A n d  thy  sw eet, angelic  w h ispering—
O , how ch eering  then  to m e, 

l u  th is sw eet and  blest a ssu rance ,
S ister, I ’ll rem em ber thee .

rM i th a t w hisper— som eth ing  tells m e .
O f  the rapid fligh t o f tim e.

A n d  it speaks o f my. .departure,
E v en  nea re r still than th ine.

S hou ld  the Savior sooner call m e , « 
A nd  from earth  m y spirit free, 

lu  th a t hom e of ligh t or glory.
S is te r, i ’ll rem em b er thee.

F n re - th e o -w e ll; pe rchance  vve never, 
N ever hero m ay m eet ag a in —

B ut can  *,ime or d istance sever.
D ea th less  love’s cem en ted  ch a in  7 

N o ! our h e a r ts  in  sw ee test un ion , 
M ingling  still w h e re ’e r  we be.

Bound in friendship’s sw eet com m union , 
S ister, I ’ll rem em ber tlioe.

E v en  death  sha ll not divide us,
Fo r, iu J s su s  we a re  oue,

A n d  w o’II praise H un  there  to g e th e r, 
’M idst tha t b rig h t aud  sh in ing  th rong ,

In  tha t sw eet and  heaven ly  un io n .
W hore  the ransom ed all agree,

S p irit th ere  w ilh spirit m ingling ,
S ister, l ’il rem em ber thee.

^literature.

THE DARK PROPHETESS $
•-W., T H E  W H IT E  H U T IN T H E  

A LL bXr H AN IES.

A  THRILLING- N A R R A T IV E

BY J .  H A R R IE T T .

AURORA AND RICHMOND H IL L  ADVOCATE AND ADVERTISER.
A L E X . SCOTT, P ro p rie to r . “ L et Sound Reason weigh more with us than Popular Opinion.” T E R M S : $1 50 In  A dvance .

V o l .  I I .  \ o .  4 4 . R I C H M O N D  H U L L , ,  F R I D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 8 ,  I 8 6 0 . W h o l e  I S o ,  9 6 .

Continued.
‘ /w o u ld  also ra th e r be excused .’ 

retu rned  the peddler; ‘ 1 um  a tem 
perance man, and drink noth ing  hut 
w ate r or light cordials, at all tunes ’

* T h ee  must e’en please thyself, 
too, I suppose,’ said the E lder, ris
ing from the tab le; ‘ arid, as ye all 
need rest, ye can retire w hen ye 
list.’

W e all arose, and the peddler, 
w atch ing  an opportunity , d rew  ine 
aside, and w hispering in my ear, 
said:

‘ Be on the ulert— we a re  in bad 
com pany. God only know s how  it 
will e n d 1’

‘ R u th ,’ said llie E ld e r , .c o n v e y  
the young dam sel to her apartm en t. 
W here  hast thou prepared  lass ?’ 

•In  the papered cham bcr o f the 
stove room ,’ replied the girl

‘ And w here hast thou fixed the 
youiig  gen tlem an’s added the E l
der.

‘ Oh, he can sleep in my ap a rt
m ent y o n d e r,’ replied Joshua, point
ing  to a door near the recess.

■ Can you not oblige me w ith  an 
apa rtm en t near the young lady’s?’ 

f \  inquired, anxious to be close to 
' A gatha , in case o f need, as 1 now 

began to feeltpprehensive for her 
safety .

‘ H oity  to 'ty  ! you'll m ake a sorry  
lady’s maid, I’m thinking, young sir I’ 
scream ed the old beldame, glancing 
frow ningly a t me. ‘ I fancy the 
p re tty  lady will do much b etter un
d e r  the hands of me and of Ruth. 
A ye, much be tte r, the dea r little in- 
nocenf, as she is 1’

‘ T he  s tran g e r will see a t a glance 
tha t our hut is not over com m odi
ous,’ said the E lder, gazing vacantlv 
w ilh his cold g rey  eye, w hilst he 
crossed his hands upon his breast;
‘ and he will also see the necessity 
o f subm itting to our humble regu la
tions for a few  hours. T he  Lord 
hath delivered him and his friends 
in to  our hands, and we will provide 
for them  accordingly .’ A nd here 
lie exchanged a glance of intelli
gence w ith Joshua, Gideon and Ga- 

i briel.
‘ As regards m yself.’ said the 

peddler, w ith apparent indifference, 
f  ‘ I shall be perfectly  satisfied to 

sleep in a  chair h e re b y  the fire
side.’

* T hee  will do nothing o f the kind,’ 
said the E lder, tu rn ing  sharp ly  round 
and w ith a frow ning b row ; but as if 
suddenly recollecting himself, he ad
ded  w ith a  courteous m anner and 
bland countenance, ‘ T hou  a r t  even 
as  1 am, a man som ew hat advanced 
in years, and thy  poor bones need

rest. G abriel shall deliver up  his 
room unto thee, ana sleep on the 
m at until m orning.’

‘ I will endeavor to find roQin for 
him in my apartm en t,’ I rejoined, 
feeling anxious to have him near me, 
so as to afford him assistance, for 
the w ords of the dark prophetess 
still rang  in m y ears, and I determ in- 
to preserve him even at the hazard 
of my life, for 1 felt m yself as il 
w ere responsible for his safety .

‘ W e may not think of it, s trang- 
e r ,, re tu rned  the E lder vvith a meek 
expression  of dissent— ‘ I will see 
to his proper com fort, y ea , even as 
I would to my own bro ther’s. T ru s t 
unto me— he shall be well cared 
fo r.’

T he  peddler nodded his approba
tion. and. after I had east an anxious 
and inquiring glance tow ard  A gatha, 
who gave me one im ploring look as 
she qu itted  the cham ber, a ttended 
hy the old crone and the young g ;rl 
— I retired  to my sleeping apartm en t 
to which I was conducted by the El- 
d e i, who, as he parted  from 'm e, rais
ed his hands, and gave me a pious 
benediction.

T he room allo tted  to me was one 
of small dimensions, w ith a low ceil-,1 
ing. T he  walls w ere composed of 
hare logs, llie crevices of w hich w ere 
filled up with rags and paper, leav
ing here and the re a chink through 
which I caugh t a ghm pse o f the kit
chen, a mom entous circum stance 
tha t the E lder and his sons w ere  ap 
paren tly  aw are  of, inasm uch as they 
took im m ediate opportunity  to stop 
them  up. This fact caused  me to 
suspect that they did not wish to be 
seen or heard. J therefore d rew  
forth  my dirk knife, and iese ited  it 
in the crevice tha t had last been 
closed up, in o rder th a t I m ight, at 
convenient or pressing opportunity, 
push back the rags and observe w hat 
was going on. T h e re  was a small 
w indow  iu the ap a rtm en t, but iho 
sh u tte r  had been closed and secured 
fi om tlie Outside, e i th e r  w ith a bar 
or boli; y e t sufficient moonlight 

J stream ed through one o f its aper- 
j lures to illuminate my daik  room so 
j as to render objects t! crein visible—
| for 1 ought to have informed ihe 
readi.r tha t our host, the E lder, afler 
escort i ig me to the door w ith the 
taper, aud having by its light point
ed out ray bed. had left me iu dark
ness to take possession of it as best J 
could.

F o r  some m om ents I stood like 
one w ho had ju s t aw akened from a 
dream , foi a.I pow er e ith e r to act 
or think seem ed to have deserted  me.
1 seated m yself on one of my trunks 
and burying  my face in my hands, 
endeavored to collect my scattered  
thoughts w ithout avail. A t length 
the im age o f A gatha arose before 
my im ag in a tio n ; and, w hen 1 re 
flected tha l 1 had resigned her into 
the hands of la w less and desperate 
beings w ithout a struggle , I arose, 
and in an agony of despair cursed 
mv ignorance and folly. T h a t we 
w ere in the trap  of robbers and m ur
derers I lelt convinced, and tha t our 
lives would pay the forfeit o f our 
thoughtlessness w as certain . T he 
prophecy of the dark pythoness still 
rang  in my ears, and 1 considered 
m yself and my com panions«w ere 
doomed by an inscrutable destiny  to 
a te rrib le  fate. T h a t the old crone 
m edita ted  evil tow ard  A gatha could 
not be doubted, for the fiendish m an
ner in which she had gloated w ith 
her eyes upon the hapless girls trin 
kets was strongly  im pressed upon 
my m em ory. N or could I forget the 
treacherous glances o f R uth when 
her eyes w ere feasting on those glit-i 
te ring  gew gaw s, and 1 once m ore | 
cu rsed  the sup’neness th a t had in 
duced me to resign hei in to  the 
hands of those who thnsted  for her 
life. Aud then my thoughts re 
verted  to my friend and p reserver, 
the kindrhearted peddler ; whom I 
felt assured  was doomed by fate to 
perish in my defence. 1 would have 
given w orlds tp save him, but. under 
p resent circum stances, th a t w as im
possible.

I now  began to think seriously of 
the dangers by which w e w ere sur
rounded, and the probability tha t 1 
should not only have to preserve my 
own life, but also asist in preserv ing  
those of A gatha and the peddler, ii 
not of the d river nnd his companion. 
1 d rew  forth my revolver, and, after 
exam ining the cap, placed it on one 
o f the chests. M y dirk  knife I had, 
as previously stated, inserted into 
one o f the crevices, and I could place 
my hand on it im m ediately, in case 
of need . 1 then exam ined the shu t
te r  once m ore, and endeavored to 
push it open, but w ithout "effec t; it 
w as securely  fastened from the ou t

side, and resisted m y utm ost efforts I head, surveyed his countenance 
to move it. I then though t of the w 'th  a cautious scru tiny . F inding
probability o f my host and his sons 
gaining admission into the apartm en t 
through the door by which I had 
en tered . T o  p reven t this, I d raw  
forth one o f the heavy chests, which 
I placed belore it, thus rendering  
their en trance impossible.

I had made up m y mind not to 
sleep, but to pay a tten tion  to ev e ry  
sound, so thal I m ight Ue prepared  
for the danger which I felt to be 
imminent- F o r  this pin pose I avoid
ed my bed, and seated m yself upon 
a chest, listening w ith  a  beating 
hea rt to the words w hich fell from 
the lips o f those in the nex t ap a rt
m ent.

T he  conversation , w hatever 
m ight be the pu rp o rt, w as carried  
on in a low tone, and I could, at 
times, distinguish the voices o f the 
E lder and the peddler, but could not 
m ake out the ir im port. J com pre
hended sufficient, how ever, to  make 
out tha t the peddler not only refused 
to drink the brandy tha t was ofi’ered 
him, but also to quit his station at 
the fireside for the rem ainder of the 
night. Anxious lo behold the m ove
m ent of the parties, I gently  re
moved the paper from  betw een the 
crevices w ith my dirk-knife, and ap
plying my eye to the ap e rtu re , I 
saw  the E lder, with the demij >hn 
and glass in his hand, standing be
fore the peddler vvith a persuasive 
look, while Joshua, leaned upon the 
back of his chair, casting on him a 
dem oniac frow n. Gideon had thurst 
his hand into his bosom so as to 
g rasp  the protuding handle of a 
knife, while G abriel, vvith seem ing 
caution, grasped the threatening  
arm . Upon beholding the peddler 
in this inm inent peril, the cold pre- 
spiration stream ed from my fore
head, for i expected every  second to 
see tho knife of Joshua buried in his 
hea rt ; but G abriel and tiie E lder 
evidently  feared detection, for their 
eyes w ere continually cast vvith a 
suspicious glance tow ard  the door of 
my room. Be this as it m ay, they 
appeared to comply vvith his humor, 
inasm uch as llie E lder, seizing the 
taper from the table, bade him good 
night, and followed by his three sons, 
quitted the apartm ent, w hich vvas 
im m ediately shrouded in gloom, save 
w here the light from the expiring 
em bers on the hearth  cast a red glare 
npon the form of tlie peddler seated 
in the old arm -chair.

F o r  some m om ents the re vvas a 
dead silence. 1 then perceived 
the peddler rise cautiously , and, 
in a stooping position, seem to lis
ten . F ind ing  every th ing  silent, he 
approached the door of my ap a rt
m ent, and placing his hand upon tho 
latch endeavoured  to en ter, but was 
prevented  by the chest J had placed 
there. H e then knocked gently , 
and in a w hisper said :

‘ H ist, friend, a re  you aw ake '!’
I replied in the affirm ative, and ex

pressed a desire to adm it him in
s tan tly , but he said tha t sueh a 
step  would be im prudent, as his ab
sence from the apartm en t would 
arouse suspicion should they re tu rn  
in the interim .

* Ii is my intention,’ he said, to 
‘ pretend tha t I am sound asleep 
in the chair yonder by the fire.—  
F o r  G od’s sake see that you do not 
slum ber, as the life o f the young 
lady, as well as your own, will 
en tire ly  depend upon your vigi
lance. W e m ay find means to 
escape, but tha t hope is a  forlorn 
hope. I f  you have arm s, look to 
them , for you may rest assured th a t 
they intend to possess them selves of 
you r chests. Ah 1 young man ! il 
w as very  im prudent to mention 
w hat they contained ; but it is now 
too la te  to rem edy th a t indiscretion. 
H ark  1 I think I hea r footsteps, 
and m ust re tu rn  to my seat. W e 
m ay m eet again— if not, farew ell, 
forever. L e t us p ray  tha t the Lord 
n>ay receive our souls with m ercy 
and forgiveness.’

H e then quie tly  re tu rned  to liis 
sea; by the hea rth , and once more 
all vvas silent.

F o r  about half an hour, how ever, 
noth ing  disturbed the profound 
sti'lness tha t reigned in the hut, 
and I began t'> hope th a t we had 
m isjudged the host and h:s fam ily, 
when I. perceived the glim m ering 
of a  light in the p e d ile r ’s ap a rt
m ent. A pplying my eye once more 
to the ap e rtu re , I saw  the E lder ap 
proaching cautiously on tip toe, hold
ing the taper over his head. H e

him apparently  in a sound sleep, 
he expressed his satisfaction to his 
sons by a smile and nod of approval.

Leaving  G abriel to guard  the 
sleeping peddler, the three men ad
vanced on tip-toe tow ards the door 
of my apartm en t, a t w hich the E l
der applied his hand lo the la tch  
for the purpose, as I presum ed, of 
gaining an entrance, but finding 
lha t it would not yield— thanks to 
the chest I had placed before it 
he for a m om ent appeared irreso
lute how  to act. A t length beck- 
ening Joshha tow ard  him, he said, in 
a w hisper,

‘ T h e  young fellow either sus
pects som ething, o r has taken a 
com m on precaution  to secure the 
door against intrusion. W e must find 
an en trance  by the shu tte r o f his 
apartm en t. T he business must be 
done w ithou t delay. Once in pos
session o r llie trunks, m y lads, and 
our fortune is secured. Then, good 
bye to the w hite log hut, and hey 
for a city  life 1 B ut have a care , 
Jo shua ,’ he continued, addressing 
th a t forbidding featured  indivi
dual. ‘ th a l you plunge your knife 
deep inlo his heart, so as to dispatch 
him w ithou t noise, vve will then re 
turn  and settle  the old peddler there 
a t our le isure.’

‘ B ut w hy not kill him firs t?’ said 
Joshua, in a surly mood. W ha t’s 
the good of tru s ting  to chance ?

‘ Because he canuot well be dis
patched w ithout crea ting  a noise and 
tha t m ight aw ake the youngster and 
cause him to give an alarm, so as to 
bring to his assistance the tw o driv
e rs ,’ retu rned  the s'unt-like E ider.

‘ Oh 1 don’t trouble yourself about 
t h e m answ ered  Gideon, w ith a 
hoarse chuckle. ‘ 1 gave each of 
them a half-pint of brandy from the 
dem ijon, and they  will sleep untii 
m orning, if we ever suffer them  to 
w ake again ; but 1 think it ra ther 
doubtful.’

‘ T he w hole party  must be dis
patched ,’ said the E lder, with a low
ering  brow ; • even the maiden. But 
she is in the hands of R uth and the 
old woman, and thoy will quietly 
dispose of her, if they have not 
done so a lready . But vve are losing 
time. T he  peddler is fast asleep—  
let us leave him in darkness until 
we re tu rn . W hen we have put the 
youngster ou t o f the w ay, we ll 
speedily finish him, and dispose of 
both bodies. Follow  me, and see 
tha t vou a re  cautious.’

T he party  then quietly stole from 
the cham ber, and all was darkness: 
yet, by the faint light em itted from 
tho burning em bers, I saw the peddl
e r rise genllv  from his seat, and, with 
a noiseless step, follow the assas
sins.

1 was then seized w ilh an indes
cribable te rro r, and felt mv limbs

ed the ir knives into his w rithing body. ! p resent danger. T h e y  w ere at first 
T hey  then arose, and the re  w as a j stricken w ith ho rro r a l perceiving 
pause for some m om ents.— T he E l-j me covered w ith blood: but, upon 
d e r then gave directions, and I saw  ' being assured tha t I w as not hurt, 
the men Joshua and  G abriel bear off they arose and followed me. 
ihe dead body. .  W e had scarcely  quilted the stable

Ail tii is happened so rapidly tha t I w hen we heard  a scream  proceeding 
had scarcely time to collect m y scat-j from the hut. F earing  the w orst, 
te red  senses. Y et T knew  th a t I
would be the next victim , and, w ith 
a desperato energy , prepared  m yself 
accordingly. I suffered the shu tte r 
lo rem ain open in o rder to deceive 
them  with the belief tha t I had not 
observed w hat hud transpired; and 
it w as well tha t I did so, o therw ise 1 
would have perished under m ere

we hastened tow ard  it, and seizing a 
huge log, we b attered  in the door. 
T he  scream s still continued, and w e 
rushed tow ard  the spot w hence they 
w ere  heard, and , arriv ing  a t a low 
door,vve burst it open, and discovered 
A galha  struggling  on the bed with 
the old beldam e and R uth . S he vvas 
pale and gasping, and her blue cloth

suspicion. I kept m y eyes fixed up- j travelling  habit was half torn from 
on the E lder and his son. T h ey  w ere j her shoulders. H e r ivory th roa t was 
evidently  plotting in  council. I saw  disfigured by livid finger-m arks, as
the E lder point tow ard  the casem ent 
and advance cautiously. I im m edi
ately  concealed m yself in the gloom 
beneath the window , and, with^my 
dirk-knife firm ly grasped, aw aited  
the m om ent for him to en te r the 
room.

W hen he arrived  a t the casem ent 
lie stood motionless there for a mo
m ent, tnen shading his eyes with 
his his hands, th rust in his head and 
peered about. F ind ing  all quiet he 
placed his leg over the w indow  sill 
and entered.

I cringed back, and creeping  along 
on all fours, concealed m yself in a 
dark nook tow ard  which he was ap
proaching, and seizing a favorable 
opportunity , as he stooped fo rw ard , 
groping w ith his hands stretched  out 
before him, th rust my dirk-knife into 
his breast. T he  blow struck home, 
and he fell a corpse over one of the 
chesls.

T he w indow  w as now darkened 
by Gideon, w ho en tered  the ap a rt
m ent, and w ho, as he advanced, re
ceived the point o f m y faithful dirk- 
knife in his heart,- and fell w ithout o 
groan.

P an ting  with excitem ent and half 
blind w ith the blood tha t had spirted 
over my face, I rem ained in my place 
of concealm ent, anxiously looking 
for the arriv a l of the o ther tw o m ar
auders. I vvas not kept long in sus
pense, for presently  Joshua and G a
briel appeared  a t  the w indow. G a
briel en tered  first, and received a 
well-aimed plunge from my dirk- 
knife, when he fell w ith a heavy 
groan to the floor. T he  bulky form 
o f Joshua now advanced, darkening 
the apartm ent, and as he cam e w ith 
in reac h , I M med, vvith all my 
strength , a blow a t liis head; but 
the knife glanced off, and 1 found my
self in Ins terrific em brace. I closed 
with him, and vve rolled over each 
o ther into the cen tre  of the room. 
By main streng th  he quickly got me 
under him. H e aimed a m ortal blow 
at me w ith his broad knife, but 1 
caugh t his arm  vvith my left hand, 
and holding it aloof plunged my knife 
at his left b reas t; it once more glanc-

trem ble under me. My tongue was | ed off, which cause 1 attribu ted  to 
patched  and clove to the roof o f my | some accident tha t had occurred  to 
mouth. Cold drops of perspiration | the point. M y reade rs  will readily
oozed from every  pore, and I felt a 
sickness a t my heart, I prayed  to 
God to sustain me and preserve 
A gatha ; and, feeling lha t the re  was 
no time to be lost, I seized my dirk- 
knife, preferring tha t w eapon to my 
revolver, w hich boasted but o f a 
single barrel. Indeed, the re  w as 
but little time allowed me to reflect, 
for 1 presently  detected  a rustling 
a t the shu tter, and heard the bar

im agine tha t little time w as spared 
me for reflection, especially as the 
huge bulk o f .my opponent was 
stre tched  across m y body so as to 
th rea ten  my instan t suffocation. 
W ith an action quick as thought I 
ran my hand along the blade of my 
knife, and. as m y fingers alighted on 
the point I felt it vvas bent. I rapidly 
turned the blade on the o lher side, 

nd pressing it on the floor, contrived
gently  w ithd raw n ; it was then slow- to bend it s tra igh t. A t this critical
ly opened, and by the light of the 
illuminated sky, I beheld the dark 
figure of a m an peering into my 
cham ber. 1 quietly concealed m y
self behind one of the chests, and 
rem ained motionless. T h e  dark 
figure— w hich I recognized to be 
Joshua’s— then beckoned to his com 
panions, and I saw tw o o ther men 
advance to the w indow. Suddenly, 
ano ther figure rushed to the case
m ent and, in a loud voice, which I 
im m ediately recognized as the ped
dler’s, exclaim ed : ‘ Arise, young 
man, and defend yourself, for God’s 
sakel-the  bloodhounds are upon you!’ 
I then saw  a scuffle, and heard sm oth
ered  im precations us the three figures 
d isappeared from the w indow . 
S tea ling  from my hiding-place, and 
looking out, I beheld the three men 
struggling, one o f whom 1 made out 
lo be the peddler. H e defended 
him self bravely with his stall, and 
had already s tricken one of the as
sassins to his feet, when the E ld er 
came up behind him. I saw  the m ur
d ere r raise his arm , and, as it fell, 
beheld the broad blade of his g litter-

m om ent I felt my s treng th  begin to 
felt my strength  begin to fail, and 
lha t he would speedily release his 
arm  from my grasp  unless I used 
im m ediate dispatch. I therefore 
once m ore, and with a last desperate 
effort* struck  a t him w ith my knife, 
and the blade en tered  his hea rt. T he 
g ian t in his death agony, seized my 
left hand w ith his teeth, and mangled 
it dreadfully, but, as his life-blood 
flowed, his teeth  relaxed the ir hold, 
and he rolled over a stiffened corpse 
a t my feet.

P an ting  and w eary  from my des
perate  struggle, I arose* I would 
have fain rested my aching limbs, 
but the know ledge th a t A gatha was 
in danger, nerved me w ith desperate 
streng th  and fortitude. 1 therefore 
approached the w indow, and leaping 
from il inlo the broad moonlight, ran 
round ihe hut to the front door,: 
w hich I found firmly barred. I then 
bethought mo to arouse the d river 
and his companion.

I hastened to the stable, w here I 
found them  both in a profound slum
ber; and it vvas a considerable time 
before I could arouse them  to a state

though a desperate  a ttem pt had been 
made to strangle her. T he gold 
chain had been pulled from her neck, 
and the rings from her fingers. In 
fact, vve had ju s t en tered  in time to 
save her, for the old hag had draw n 
a knife from her girdle, and vvas 
about to plunge it in her boso n w hen 
I reached forw ard  and arrested  her 
arm . M y com panions also advanced 
and seizing R u th , who struggled 
desperately , and bit a t them  with 
her large w hite  tee th , tied her hands 
behind heran d  fastenedher to the bed
stead. T hey  then assisted me lo bind 
the old beldame in the sam e m anner; 
and I shall long rem em ber the hide
ous scowl as she gazed upon me for 
the last time, and upon A gatha, who, 
on perceiving me covered w ith  blood 
had fainted in my arm s.

T h e re  w as no time to be lost, for 
I vvas fearful tha t a party  of the 
m arauders’ com panions, whom we 
had not yet encountered , m ight re 
turn and avenge ihe death  of their 
com panions. 1 therefore inquired of 
the d river and his com panion— both 
o f whom had become penitent and 
expressed their sorrow  for w hat had 
happened on the preceding day—how 
far we w e_e from P ittsburg . T hey  
inform ed me tha'. it was about ten 
miles d istan t. T h e  d river and his 
com panion promised to guide us safe
ly .— T hey , how ever, first returned 
to the stables and brought forth the 
horses. H ad  we possessed a  side
saddle, A gatha m ight have been a c 
com m odated; but as vve had none, 
no o ther resource rem ained but for 
her to accom pany us on foot. W e 
therefore ascended the rnountain- 
slope, and under the guidance of the 
d river a n l  his com panion, proceeed- 
ed tow ards P ittsburg , w here we a r
rived safely about ten o’clock on the 
following morning.

I lost no time in m aking the au
thorities acquainted with the facts of 
w hat had transpired, and a strong 
force was im m ediately d ispatched, 
under the guidance o f the d rive r and 
his companion, to the w hile hu t in 
ihe mountain gorge. U pon their a r
rival, it vvas discovered tha t the old 
beldame and girl had found m eans 
to escape. S lr ic t search  w as made 
for them  throughout the valley, but; 
w ithout success. T h e  body o f the 
poor peddler w as discovered, d read
fully m ulilated, in an out-house near 
the stable, and was buri- d w ith  due 
solem nity in the ch u rch y a rd  o f a 
village ham let close by, w here 1 
shortly  afterw ard  caused a monu
ment, to be erec ted  to his m em ory. 
M y p roperty  w as all recovered , vvith 
the exception o f the contents o f one 
chest, w hich had doubtless been 
broken open by R u th  and ihe old 
beldame, and despoiled o f its c o n 
tents, w hich  consisted o f several 
rolls o f silk and some trifling bank- 
bills.

S uch  was the agony and te rro r 1 
had undergone on ihe preceding 
n ight, tha l on view ing m yself ill the 
looking-giass, I found tha t my hair 
had tu rned  to a silvery tyhite. T h is 
s trange fact as m ight have been ex
pected, m aterially  altered  my per
sonal appearance; j  e t it affords me 
heartfe lt pleasure to sta te  tha t I 
found one individual who did not con
sider the w hite hairs o f a young 
man six-and-tw enty  y ea rs  of age as 
a deform ity , and th a t individual, 
kind reader, was A gatha , who, w ith 
the consent and approbation of her 
friends and relatives, sho rtly  a f te r
w ard  became m y wife I

Since the occurrence o f the events 
above narra ted , I have made every  
inquiry relating  to the D ark  P ro 
phetess but w ithout success; for 
since her last in terv iew  w ith me, 
she has n either been seen nor heard 
of.

T h e  L ady  E l g ii* D is a s t e r . — T h e  C h ic a g o  
D em ocrat s a y s :  A c c o rd in g  to  th e  b e s t  a u th o r i ty  

I  t h e n  i n f o r m e d  I th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rs o n s  on  b o a rd  th e  L a d y  E lg in ,
w as followed by. liis three sons, each  i *“g sieel knife buried in the peddler’s 
o f whom carried  a  la rg e  broad- hea rt. T h e  poor old man u ttered  a 0 f consciousness.
bladed dirk:knife in his hand. T he  lou*l g '™ n  and fell heavily to the thern in hurried accents of w hat had | whon lhi» P?*- was 393> including iho
E lder w alked gently tow ard  the ped-1 ®a r ,b. whi«K Joshua, G ideon and occurred , and im plored them  to as- j xt^'wonid 279 lost, ofwhicH the b o d io ,  
dler, and holding ihe tap er above his G abriel rushed upon him, and plung-1 8js  ̂ mc }n releasing A gatha from her of only 67 hate bewi recorered up to this tim§(

THE TH RIFTLESS FARMER,

T h e  thriftless farm er provides no 
sh e lte r for his ca ttle  during  tho in
clem ency o f the w eather,bu t pen c ils  
them  to stand sh ivering by the side 
o f the fenco, or to  lie in the snow ,as 
best suits them .

H e th row s the ir fodder on the 
ground or in the mud, and not unfre- 
quently in the h ighw ay , by w hich a 
large portion o f  it, and all the m an
ure, is w asted.

H e g razes his meadows in fall nnd 
spring, by which they are g radually  
exhausted  and finally ruined.

H is fences, old and poor, ju s t such 
as lo  let his neighbor’s ca ttle  break 
into liis field, and teach his ow n to 
be unruly and spoil his crops.

H e neglects to keep ihe m anure 
from around the sills of his barn— if 
he has one— by which they  a re  pre
m aturely  rotted, and his barn de
s tro y ed .

H e  tills o r skims over the surface 
o f his land until it is exhausted , but 
never thinks it. w o rth  w hile to m an
ure or clover it. F o r  the first he 
has no time, and for the last he “  is 
not ab le .’"

H e has a place for nothing,and no
thing in its place. H e  consequently  
w ants a hoe, or rake , o r a ham m er, 
o r an augur, but know s not w here  
to  find them, and thus loses m uch 
time.

H e loiters aw a y  storm y days and 
evenings, w hen he should be re 
pairing Ilia utensils, or im proving his 
mind by reading  useful books or 
new spapers.

H e spends m uch time in town, a t  
the co rner o f the s tree t, or in tha 

rum  holes,”  com plaining o f hard  
limes, and goes home in the evening 
“  p re tty  w ell to re .”

H e  has no shed for his firewood ; 
consequently  his wife is out o f  hu
mor, and his m eals ou t o f season.

H e plants a few  fru it trees,and  his 
ca ttle  fo rthw ith  destroy  them . He 
“  has no luck in raising fru it.”

O ne half of the little he raises is 
d es troyed  by his ow n or neighbor’s 
ca ttle .

His plow, harrow , and o th e r im 
plem ents lie all w inter in the field 
w here  last u s e d ; and ju s t as he is 
ge tting  in a hu rry  the next season, 
his plow  breaks, because it was not 
housed and properly cared  for.

Som ebody’s hogs break in and de
stroy  his garden , because he has 
not stopped a hole in the fence th a t 
he had been intending to stop for a  
w'eek.

H e is often in a  g rea t h u rry , bu t 
will stop and talk as long as lie iftn  
find any one to talk vvith.

H e has, o f course,but little m onry , 
and w hen lie m ust raise some to pay 
his taxes, & r., he raises it a t a  
g re a t sacrifice,in some w ay o r o th e r, 
hy paying an enorm ous shave, or by 
selling his scanty  crop w hen prices 
a re  low.

H e is a y ea r behind instead o f be
ing a y ea r ahead of liis business—  
and a lw ays will be.

W hen he pays a  debt it is a t  th e  
end of an execution ; consequently  
his Credit is at a low ebb.

H e buys entirely  on credit, and 
m erchants and all others w ith  w hom  
he deals charge  him tw ice or thrice 
the profit they  charge prom pt pay
m asters, and a re  unw illing to sell 
him goods at any  cost. H o has to 
beg and prom ise, and promise and 
beg, to get them  011 any te rm s .—  
T he m erchan ts dread  to see his 
wife com e into their stores, and the 
poor w om an feels depressed  and 
degraded.

T h e  smoKe begins to com e out o f 
his chim ney late of a w in te r’s m orn
ing. while his ca ttle  are suffering 
for the ir m orning’s food.

M anure lies in heaps in his stable, 
his horses are  rough and unctirried, 
and his harness trod  under the feet.

His bars and gates are broken, his 
buildings unpainted, and the boards 
and shingles falling off—he has not 
time to replace them — the glass is 
out of the w indows, and the holes 
stopped w ith rags and old hats.

He is a g re a t borrow er o f th rifiy  
neighbors’ im plem ents, but n ever re 
turns the borrow ed artic le ,and w hen  
it is sen t for, it can ’t be found.

H e is in person a g re a t sloven, 
and never attends public w orship  ; 
or if he does occasionally do so, ha 
com es sneaking in when service is 
half over.

H e  neglects his accounts, and 
when his neighbor calls to settlo 
with him, lie has som ething e ls j to 
a ttend  to.

T ak e  him all in all, he is a poor 
husband, a poor fa ther, a  poor 
neighbor, and a poor C hristian.—  
Life Illustrated.

E x c e s s i v e  M o d e s t y . — A  y o u n g  l a d y  
r e c e n t l y  s t e p p e d  i n t o  a  f a n c y  d r y - g o o d  
s t o r e  a n d  c a l l e d  f o r  a  p a i r  o f  s t o c k i n g s ,  
a d d r e s s i n g  h e r s e l f  t o  a  n i c e  l i t t l e  s p e c i m e n  
o f  i m p e r i a l  s p o t  a n d  m o u s t a c h e d  l i p that 
s t o o d  b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t e r .

“  H a v e n ’ t  a n y  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h a t  n a m e  m i s s ,  
b u t  w e  h a v e  b e a u t i f u l  h o s e  o f  s i l k  a n d  
L a m b ’s  h a i r — w h i c h  d o  y o u  p r e f e r ,  aud 
w h a t  c o l o r  d o  y o u  a d m i r e  1’

“ Y o u n g  g e n t l e m a n ,  s h e  r e p l i e d ,  “ I  
c a l l e d  f o r  a  p a i r  o f  s t o c k i n g s  1 I  m e a n  w h a t  
I  s a y ,  a n d  i f  t h i s  s h o c k s  y o u r  m o d e s t y ,  y o u  
w i l l  e x c u s e  m e .  I  k n o w  a  t w o - h a n d e d  f e l 
l o w  o v e r  t h e  w a y  w h o  w i l l  s e l l  m e  a  p a i r  
o f  s t o c k i n g s ; a n d  w i t h  t h i s  r e m a r k  s h e  
l e f t  t h e  y o u n g  e m b o d i m e n t  of s t a r c h ,  h a i r ,  
a n d  r a m r o d s ,  t o  r e c o v e r  a t  h i s  l e i s u r e  from 
t h e  s h o c k  g i v e n  t o  h i s  m o d e s t y  b ^  t h i s  

v u l g a r  y o u n g  l a d y . ’


