
S f t w a t u w .

T O  A P R IL .

BY HENRY KIRK WHITE.

E m b lem  o f  life ! see c h a n g fu l A pril sail 
I n  v a ry in g  vest a lo n g  th e  shadowy’ sk ies, 
N ow  b idding  S u m m e r’s softest zephyrs rise , 

A n on , reca llin g  W in te r ’s sto rm y gale ,
A n d  p ouring  from  th e  clould h e r  su d d en  h a i l ; 

T h e n ,  sm ilin g  th ro u g h  the  te a r  th a t d im s 
h e r  eyes.

W h ile  I r is  w ith  h e r  braid  th e  w ilk in  dykes, 
P ro m ise  of su n sh  jn e , n o t so p rone  to fail.
S o , to u s , so journers in  L ife ’s low va le ,

T h e  sm iles o f F o rtu n e  f la tte r to deceive, 
W h ile  still th e  F a tes  the  w eb of M isery 

w eave  ;
S o  H ope  ex u ltan t sp read s h e r  aery  sail,
A n d  frem  th e  p re se n t g loom  th e  soul conveys 
T o  d is ta n t su m m ers  and  far happ ie r days.

Y e  u n se e n  sp irits, w hose w ild m elodies,
A t ev en  ris ing  slow , y o tsw e e tly  c lear,
S tea l on the  m u s in g  p oe t’s penstve  ear,

A s  by th e  w ood-spring  s tre tc h ’d sup ine  he lies, 
W h e n  he w ho now  invokes you low is laid , 

H is  tired  fram e re s tin g  on the  ea r th ’s cold bed, 
H o ld  ye you r n igh tly  visions o’e r  h is  h e a d ,

A u d  c h a n t a  d irge to his reposing  shade  ! 
F o r  h e  w as w o n t to  love your m adriga ls  .

A n d  often  by th e  hau n ted  s tream  th a t laves 
T h e  d a rk  seq u este r’d w o o d lan d ’s inm ost 

caves,
W o u ld  sit and  listen  t. o the  dy ing  falls,
T ill  the  full tea r w ould  qu iver in his eye,

A n d  h i s  big h e a r t  w ould h eave  w ith  n io u rn fu  
ecstacy .

O C E O L A :
A  R O M A N C E .— BY C A P T . M . R E ID .

( C ontinued .)

I now rem em bered  tlio w hite  ob
ject I had observed as the m an was 
crossing the co rner of the savanna. 
It was not an opossum , then, but a 
young dog

Y es. 1 heard  tlie c ry  again : it 
w as the w hining ol' a w help— n o th 
ing else.

If I cou 'd  have doubted  the ev id 
ence o f my ears, my eyes would soon 
havo convinced me ; for, ju s t then, 1 
•aw  the man em erge from out the 
maize w ith a  dog by his side— a small 
w hite  cur, and apparen tly  a young 
one. H e w as leading  the crea tu re  
upon a string , half-dragging it a fte r 
him . I had now a full view  o f the 
individual, and saw  to a ce rta in ty  
that he w as our w oodm an, \e lIo w  
Jake.

B efore com ing o ut from the cover 
o f the corn , he halted for a m om ent 
— as if to reconnoitre  tlie ground 
before him. H e was upon his feet, 
and in an erec t a ttitude . W h a tev er 
m otive he had for concealm ent, he 
needed not to crouch amid the tall 
plants of m a iz e ; but the indigo did 
not prom ise so good a shelter, and he 
w m  ev iden tly  considering how to ad 
vance th rough  it w ithout being per
ceived. Plainly, he had a m otive for 
concealing him self—-his every m ove
ment proved ihis— but w ith w hat ob
ject 1 could not divine.

The indigo w as of the kind known 
as the ‘ false G uatem ala .’ T h e re  
w ere several species cu ltiva ted  upon 
the plantation ; but this g rew  tall- 
e it  ; and some of the plants, now  in 
their full purple bloom, stood nearly  
three feet from  the surface oi the 
soil. A man passing through them  
in an erect a ttitude , could, of course, 
have been seen from any part of the 
field ; but it w as possible for one to 
crouch dow n, anil move betw een 
the rows unobserved. This possibi
lity seemed to occur to the w ood
man ; for, a fte r a short pause, lie 
dropped to his hands and knees, and 
commenced craw ling  rorw ard  am ong 
the indigo.

T h e re  w as no fence lo r him to 
cross— the cultiva ted  ground w as all 

v under one enclosure— and an open 
-ridge alone formed the dividing-line 

•j between the tw o kinds o f crop.
H ad  I been upon the same level 

with the field, the skulker would 
feave been now  hidden from my sight; 
blit my elevated  position enabled me 
to com m and a view  o f the in tervals 
betw een the row s, and I could note 

. erery  m ovem ent he w as making.
E v e ry  now  and then he paused, 

caugh t up the cur, and held it for a 
few  seconds in his hands— during 

‘■which the anim al continued to how l 
’ as if  in pain !

As he drew nearer, and repealed  
this operation, I saw that he was 
pinching its ears I

F ifty paces in his rea r, the g re a t 
lizard appeared  com ing ou t o f the 

oi corn. It scarce ly  m ade pause in 
the open ground, but still following 
the track , en te red  am ong the indigo.

At this m om ent, a light broke upon 
me : I no longer speculated on the 

a power o f  O beah. T he m yste ry  w as 
dissolved : the alliga tor w as lured 
forward by the cries o f the dog !

I m ight have thought o f the thing 
before, for I had heard  o f it before. 
I  had heard  from good au th o rity —  
the alliga to r-hun ter himself, who 
had often cap tu red  them  by such de
coy— that these reptiles will follow a 

nhowling dog for miles through the 
;forest, and 'h a t  the old m ales especi
ally are  addicted to this hab it.—  
Hickman's belief w as tha t they  mis
take the voice o f the dog for th a t of 
their own offspring, w hich these 
unnatural parents eagerly  devour.

But, independently  of this mons
trous propensity , it is w ell known 

.. ;;that dogs are the favourite  prey of 
|h e  a lligator; and the unfortunate
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beagle th a t, in the hea t o f the 
chase, ven tu res  across creek  o r la
goon, is ce rta in  to be attacked  by 
these ugly am phibia.

T h e  huge reptile , then, w as being 
lured  fo rw ard  by the voice of tlie 
puppy ; and this accounted  for the 
g rand  overland  jou rney  he was 
making.

T h e re  w as no longer a m y ste ry — 
a t least, abou t the mode in w hich the 
alliga to r w as a ttrac ted  onw ard  ; the 
only th ing  th a t rem ained for explan
ation w as, w hat m otive had the 
m ulatto  in ca rry in g  out this singular 
manoeuvre ?

W hen  I saw  him take to his hands 
and knees, I had been under the im 
pression th a t he did so to approach 
the house w ithou t being observed. 
B ut as 1 continued to w atch him, I 
changed m y mind. I noticed th a t 
he looked oftener, and w ith more 
anxietv , behind him, as if ho was 
only desirous o f being concealed 
from the eyes of the alligator. Iob - 
served , loo, th a t he changed fre
quently  from space to space, as if he 
aim ed a t keeping a screen  o f the 
plants betw een  him self and his fol
low er. T h is would also account 
for Ins having  crossed the row s o f 
the m aize-plants, as already noticed.

A fter all, it w as only some freak 
tiia t had en tered  the fellow 's brain. 
H e had learned this curious mode 
of coaxing  the alliga tor from its 
haunts— perhaps old H ickm an had 
shew n him how — or he m ay have 
g a thered  it from his own observa
tion, w hile wood-chopping in the 
sw am ps. H e w as taking the reptile 
to the house from some eccen tric  
m otive?— to make exhibition o f it 
am ong his tellow s ?— to havo a * lark’ 
w ith it?  o r a com bat betw een  it and 
the house-dogs '! o r for some like 
purpose ?

I could not divine his intention, 
and would have though t no m ore of 
it, had it not been tha t one o r tw o 
little circum stances had made an im
pression upon me. I w as struck  by 
the peculiar pains which the fellow 
was taking to accomplish his purpose 
with success. H e was sparing  neither 
trouble nor time. T ru e , it w as not 
to be a w ork-day  upon the p lan ta
tion ; it w as a  holiday, and the time 
was his own ; but it w as not the 
habit o f Y ellow  Jake  to be abroad 
at so ea rly  an hour, and the trouble 
he w as taking w as not in consonance 
with his c h a ra c te r of habitual in
souciance and idleness. Som e strong 
motive, then, m ust have been urging 
him to the ac t. W h a t motive 1

I pondered upon it, but could not 
make it out.

And y e t I felt uneasiness, as I 
w atched  him. I l  w as an undefined 
feeling, and I could assign no reason 
for it— beyond the fact tha l the 
m ulatto  was a bad fellow, and I 
knew  him lo be capable of alm ost 
any w ickedness. B u t if his design 
was a wicked one, w hat evil could 
he effect w ith  Ihe alligator 1 No 
one would fear the rep tile upon d ry  
ground  ?— it could h u rt no one ?

T hus I reflected, and still did I feel 
some indefinite apprehensions.

B u t for this feeling, I should have 
given over observing his m ovem ents, 
and turned  my atten tion  to the 
herd o f dee r— which I now perceiv
ed approaching  up the savanna, and 
com ing close to m y place o f con
cealm ent.

1 resisted the tem pta tion , and 
continued to w atch  the m ulatto  a 
little longer.

I was not kept m uch longer in 
suspense. H e had now arrived  
upon the ou te r edge o f the homrnock, 
w hich he did n o t en te r. I saw  him 
tu rn  round the thicket, and keep on 
tow ards the o ran g ery . T h e re  was 
a w icket a t  th is  corner, which he 
pfassed th rough , leaving the gate  
open behind him. A t short intervals, 
he still caused the dog to u tte r  its 
involuntary bow lings.

It no longer needed to  cry  loudly, 
for the alliga to r w as now  close in 
the rea r.

I obtained a full view  of tho mons- 
s te r  as it passed under my position. 
I t w as not one o f the largest, though 
it w as several yard s  in length. T h e re  
are  some tha t m easure m ore than a 
s ta tu te  pole. T h is one w as full 
tw elve feet,from  its snout to the ex tre 
m ity of its tail. It c lutched the 
ground w ith its broad w ebbed feet as 
it craw led  fo rw ard . Its  co rrugated  
skin o f bluish brow n colour was 
coated w ith slippery m ucus, tha t 
g litte red  under the sun as it m oved ; 
and large m asses o f the swam p-slim e 
rested  in the concavities betw een 
its  lhom boid scales. I t seem ed 
g rea tly  excited ; and w henever it 
heard  the yoice of the dog, exhibited 
fresh sym ptom s of rage. I t  would

ere c t itse lf upon its m uscular arm s, | g rie f  o f the ir fond m istress, and the 
raise its head aloft— as if  to g e t a i joy  o f Y ellow  Jake.
view  o f the pruy— la3h its plaited 
tail in to  the air, and swell its body 
alm ost to double its natu ral dim en
sions. A t the sam e time, it em itted  
loud noises from  its th ro a t and nos
trils, th a t resem bled  the rum bling of 
d istan t thunder, and its m usky smell 
filled the a ir w ith a  sickening efflu
vium . A  m ore m onstrous crea tu re  
it would be impossible to conceive.
E ven  the fabled d ragon could not 
have been m ore horrib le to behold.

W ithou t stopping, it d ragged  its 
long body through the g a te , still 
following the d irection o f the noi3e.
T h e  leaves of the everg reens  in ter
vened, and hid the hideous rep tile  
fro n m y sight.

I tu rned  m y face in the opposite 
d irection— tow ards the house— to 
w atch the fu rthe r m ovem ents o f the 
m ulatto . F ro m  m y position, I com 
m anded a v iew  of the tank, and 
could see nearly  all around it . T he  
inner side w as especially  under my 
view, as it lay opposite, and could 
only be approached th rough  the 
o rangery .

B etw een  the g rove  and the edge of 
the g re a t basin w as an open space.
H ere  the re w as an artificial pond 
only a few  yards  in w idth, and w ith 
a little w a te r a t the bottom , w hich 
was supplied by m eans of a pump, 
from the main reservo ir. T his pond, 
or ra th e r  enclosure, w as the * tu rtle- 
e raw l,' a place in w hich tu rtle  w ere 
fed and kept, to be ready  a t all times 
for the tab le. M y fa ther still con
tinued his habits o f V irginian hospi
ta lity  ; and in F lo rida  these alder- 
manic delicacies a re  easily  obtained.

T he  em bankm ent of this turtlc- 
c raw l form ed the d irect path to the 
w ater-basin ; and as I tu rned , 1 saw  
Yellow  Jake  upon it, and ju s t ap 
proaching the pond. H e still ca rried  
the cu r in his arm s ; I saw  th a t he 
was causing it to u tte r  a continuous 
how ling.

On reaching  the steps th a t led 
dow n, he paused a m om ent, and 
looked back. I noiiced tha t he looked 
back in both w ays— first tow ards 
the house, and then , w ith a satisfied 
air, in ihe direction  w hence lie 
had com e. N o doubt he saw  the al
ligato r close a t hand ; for, w ithou t 
fu rthe r hesitation, he flung the 
puppy far out into the w a te r ; and 
then, re trea tin g  along ti e em bank
m ent o f the tu rtle -craw l. he en tered  
am ong the orange-trees, and was 
out of sight.

T he  w help thus suddenly plunged 
into the cool tank, kept up a  constant 
how ling, a t the sam e lime beating 
the w a te r  violently  w ith its feet, in 
the endeavour to  keep itse lf afloat

Its s trugg les w ere o f sho rt d u ra 
tion. T he a lliga tor, now guided by 
the w ell-known noise of m oving w a
ter, as well as the cries of the dog, 
advanced rapid ly  to the edge ; and 
w ithout hesitating  a m om ent, sprang 
forw ard  into tho pond. W ith  the 
rap id ity  of an a rro w , it d arted  out to 
the cen tre  ; and , seizing the victim 
betw een ils bony jaw s, dived in stan 
taneously under the surface !

I could for some time trace  its 
m onstrous form far dow n in the 
diaphanous w a te r  ; but, guided by 
instinct, it soon en tered  one o f the 
deep wells, am idst the darkness of 
w hich it sank out of sight.

C H A P T E R  VIII.

T H E  K I N G  V U L T U R E S .

‘ So, then, my yellow  friend, tha t 
is the in ten tion  1— a bit of revenge 
a fte r  all. I ’ll m ake you pay for it, 
you spiteful ruffian I Y ou little 
though t you w ere observed. I l a  ! 
you shall rue this cunning dev iltry  
before n igh t.’

Som e such soliloquy escaped my 
lips, as soon as I com prehended the 
design of the m ulatto 's manoeuvre—  
for I now  understood il— at least I 
though t so. T h e  tank w as full of 
beautiful fish T h e re  w ere  gold fish 
and silver fish, hyodons, and red 
trout. T h e y  w ere  my sister’s espe
cial pets. S he w as very  fond of them 
I t w as her custom  to visit them daily , 
give them  food, and w atch  the ir 
gam bols, M any an aquatic  cotillon 
had she superin tended. T hey  knew  
her person, w ould follow  her around 
tho tank, and take food out o f her 
fingers. S he delighted in ihus serv 
ing them .

T h e  revenge lay in this. T he  mul
a tto  w ell knew  lha t the alligator 
lives upon fish— they  are his natural 
food ; and th a t those in the tank, 
pen t up as they  w ere , w ould  soon
become his p rey . So strong  a ty ra n t The wives along the Mississippi never 
would soon ravage the preserve, blow up their husbands. They leave it 
Killing the helpless crea tu res  by all to the steamboats, which are «ure lo do 
scores— of course to the chagrin  and it, sooner or later,

I knew  th a t the fellow disliked my 
little s ister. T h e  sp irited  p a r t she 
had p layed, in having him punish
ed for the affair w ith V iola, had 
kindled his resen tm ent against her ; 
bu t since then, the re  had been o ther 
little accidents to  increase it. S he 
had favoured the suit o f his rival 
w ith the quadroon, and had forbid
den the w oodm an to approach V iola I this w ay, it is hard  to  say w he the r

M E N T A L  IM P R O V E M E N T .

W h a tev e r  m ay be said about 
rights and privileges, it  is very  ce r
tain tha t the man who is seeking 
steadily  to inform his mind and im
prove liis h ea rt, is m uch m ore likely 
to g e t all these rights and privileges 
than  one who only talks about 
them  ; he w orks su rely , although 
silently . Looking a t the sub jec t in

S l g r i r d t t w ,

in h e r p resence . T hese  circum 
stances had ce rtain ly  rendered  the 
fellow hostile to her : and although 
there was no ou tw afd  show  of this 
feeling— there  dared  not be— I was 
nevertheless  aw are  of llie fact. H is 
killing ihe faw n had proved it, and 
the p resen t w as a fresh instance o f 
the im placable spirit of the man.

H e  ca lcula ted  upon the alligator 
soon m aking havoc am ong the fish. 
O f course he knew  it would in time 
be d iscovered  and killed ; but likely 
not before m any of the finest should 
be destroyed .

N o one would eve r dream  th a t the 
c rea tu re  had been brought th e re—  
for on m ore than  one occasion, alli
gato rs had found their w ay into the 
tank— having s trayed  from the river, 
o r the neighbouring lagoons— o r ra 
the r having been guided th ither by 
an unexplained instinct, w hich en 
able* these crea tu res  to travel 
s tra igh t in the direction of w a te r.

Such, though t I, w ere the designs 
and conjectures o f Y ellow  Jake.

It proved afterw ards  tha t I had fa
thom ed but half his plan. I w as too 
young, too innocent of w ickedness, 
even to guess a t the intense malice 
o f w hich the hum an hea rt is capable.

M y first im pulse was to follow the 
m ulatto  to the house— make known 
w hat he had done— have him pun
ished ; and then re tu rn  with a party  
to destroy  the alligator, before it 
could do any  dam age am ong the fish.

A t this crisis, the dee r claim ed my 
a tten tion . T h e  herd— an an tlered  
buck w ith several does— had b row s
ed close up to the hommock. T h e y  
w ere  within tw o hundred yards of 
w here I stood. T he sight w as too 
tem pting . I rem em bered ihe promise 
to my m other ; it m ust be k e p t ; the 
venison m ust be obtained a t all 
hazards 1

B ut there w as no hazard. T he  al- 
I 'ga to r had a lready  eaten  his b reak 
fast. W ith  a w hole dog in his m aw ,it 
w as not likely he would disturb  tho 
finny denizens o f the t->nk for some 
hours to come ; and as for Y ellow  
Jake, I saw  lie had proceeded on to 
the house ; he could be found a t any 
m o m e n t; his chastisem ent could 
stand over till m y retu rn .

W ith  these reflections passing 
through my mind, I abandoned my 
first design, and turned my atten tion  
exclusively to the gam e.

T h e y  w ere  too d istan t for the 
range o f m y rifle ; and I w aited a 
while in the hope th a t they  would 
move neare r.

But I w aited  in vain. T h e  deer is 
shy of the homm ock. It regards the 
eve rg reen  islet as dangerous ground, 
and habitually  keeps aloof from it. 
N a tu ra lly  enough, since the re  tha 
crea tu re  is oft saluted by the tw ang  
of the Indian bow, or the whip-like 
crack  of the h u n te r’s rifle. T hence  
uften reaches it the deadly missile.

P erceiv ing  th a t the gam e w as g e t
ting no neare r, but the co n tra ry , I 
resolved to course them  ; and, glid
ing dow n from the rock, I descended 
through the copsew ood to the edge 
o f the plain.

On reaching  tho open ground, I 
rushed fo rw ard— at the sam e time 
unleashing the dogs, and c ry ing  the 
‘ view  hilloo.’

It was a splendid chase— led on by 
the old buck— the dogs following 
tail-on-end. I thought I never saw  
dee r run  so fleetly ; it appeared  as if 
scarce ly  a score of secon s had 
transpired  while they w ere  crossing 
the savanna— m ore than a mile in 
w idth. I had a full and perfect 
view  o f the w hole ; th e re  w as no 
obstruction  e ith e r to the run o f the 
anim als or the eye  o f the observer ; 
the grass had been brow sed short by 
the ca ttle , and not a - bush g rew  
upon the g reen  plain ; so th a t it 
w as a trial of pure speed betw een 
dogs and deer. So  sw iftly  ran the 
deer, I began to  feel apprehensive 
about Ihe venison. •

( To be continued.)

A S p i r i t e d  H o r s e -—Mrs. Parting
ton has bought a  horse so spirituous that 
he always goes off in a decanter.

the necessity  fo r im proving  the 
mind, or the pleasure of so doing, is 
the g rea te r. T h e  necessity  may 
be considered in ano ther light. In 
this coun try  the re  is a continual ad 
vance o f society, a continual rising 
upw ard  ; artisans becom e em ploy
ers, em ployers g row  into w holesale 
tra d e rs  o r m erchants, m erchan ts 
rise into m ag is tra tes  or g e t into 
C ongress— and thus they  go on. 
from one rank to ano ther. N ow , if 
a man does not make up his mind to  
m arch  w ith those who are going 
forw ard , he will, o f course, be o u t 
stripped by m ore active com peti
tors. M ost persons have a desire 
to b e tte r  th e ir condition. W e see 
some go about it in a business-like 
w ay ; w ith  them  ev e ry  step  tells 
th e ie  is so much gained, w hile o th
ers a re  a t a loss, they  have no clear 
notions o f w hat it is they  strive for, 
and w aste  th e ir  time and labor in 
uncerta in ty . T h e  persevering  m eet 
w ith little helps and encou ragem en t 
on ev e ry  hand ; but tho slow and 
unw illing fancy  th a t eve ry th ing  is 
against them , they  neither know 
w hat to do nor how  to do it. T he  
only -hope for such people is in m en
tal o r self-im provem ent.

G R O W T H  O F  L O N D O N .

By the rep o rt of the R eg istrar- 
G eneral for 1858, we learn tha t 
London has a population o f 2,876,- 
000, and it is now  the largest by 
far in the w hole w orld. In 1801, its 
population w as only 958,000, so tha t 
its increase has been very  rapid for 
an old E uropean  city . It affords 
evidence o f  the robust health  of 
U ncle John, and the tendency' w hich 
ho has to spread  himself, equally 
w ith his sm art descendant, B ro the r 
Jonathan . T he  city  o f London 
covers a space o f 121 square miles, 
and it has m ore houses to its inha
bitants than N ew  Y ork  ; as a con 
sequence it is m ore healthy , and life 

of longer dura tion . In olden 
times, all the cities w ere  crow ded 
into m uch less space than  those of 
our day, and they  w ere genera lly  
surrounded w ith high w a lls ; the 
average  duration o f life w as then 
much siio rter than it now  is. A 
g re a t increase o f building space in 
cities has walked hand and hand w ith 
m odern civilization.— Scientific Am 
erican.

T h e  1 0 0 t h  R e g i m e n t  o n  t h e  
M a r c h  f r o m  S h o r n c l i f f e  t o  A l d e r 
s h o t  C a m p . — We have been favored 
with the following extract from a letter 
received by the last mail from England, 
and written by an officer of another regi
ment on a visit at Shorncliffe Camp.

The next day the 100th Band played 
on the promenade near the sea shore; 
they played beautifully several-seleetions 
from oprras, and were led by the band 
master, who is a first-rate one. On 
Weduesday morning the Regiment left 
Shorncliffe Camp en route for Aldershot, 
and a mor* beautiful and imposing sight I 
never saw. They fell in about 6.15 a. m, 
and at. 6.30. they marched off 1155 strong, 
led by three bands, the 11th Hussars, the 
Dublin Militia and their own. They 
played the usual tunes on starting ‘ the 
girl I  left behind me’ and ‘ good bye 
sweet one, good bye’ • * * * cariied 
the colors, it was * lovely sight to see the 
long line of as fine a regiment as there is 
in the service, winding down the sida of 
the hill leaving the camp and entering 
Sandgate. The morning was beautifully 
clear, and the whole of tbe Dublin Mili
tia met them on the brow of the hill, and 
gave the lOOlh three cheers, which were 
responded to in grand style. They are 
certainly a noble body of men, and the 
most extraordinary thing was that not a 
single man was absent from parade out 
of the whole regiment—such a thing in 
caiqp where it is so easy tor a man to 
get out is unprecedented. The Band of 
the 11th halted outside of Sandgate after 
playing the 100th through the town, and 
taking up a position on the side of the 
road played ‘ should all acquaintance be 
forgot’ as the regiment marched by, and 
it had a very pretty effect. They march
ed on to ClarksUne, where every body 
had turned out to meet them. There a 
special train was in waiting to carry them 
to Farnham, whence they would march to 
Aldershot Camp.’—Leader.

Make no enem ies, he is insignifi
cant indeed that can do thee no jiarm.

S U G G E S T IO N S  F O R  T H E  
, S E A S O N .

F ro m  th e  A m erican  F a rm ers1 M rg az in e .

B eginning  w ith  the hom estead, 
and w ith  the m ost im portan t p a r t o f 
tha t— the house of an A m erican  L ord, 
and would tha t we m ay n eve r have 
o the r lords than o f the soil they  cu l
tiv a te— and then going to  the bot
tom , let the a ir  sw eep through  the 
cellar, having  an en trance  one side 
and an egress the o ther. C lean out 
ev e ry  particle  o f foul m a tte r. P a r ti
cu larly  le t no decaying  vegetab le 
m a tte r  rem ain  to breed fevers. A 
perfec tly  clean  cellar, th e  w indow s 
open from M arch  to D ecem ber, and 
the door from the fam i'y  rooms to it 
shu t at all tim es, is the first item to 
w ards a healthy  house. I f  the stairs 
a re  not sloped properly , if they  are 
not firm, of a regu lar descent, easy 
to pass up and dow n, in the prose
cution o f the female labors, n.ake 
them  so a t once. I t  m ay cost a  lit
tle, but it will be cheaper than to pay 
d o c to r’s bills ; and you know  tha t 
w hen  the w om en are brisk, healthy  
and cheerful, w e alw ays have bet
te r  times.

T he  next stories will be kept nice 
o f coarse. T h ey  are the peculiar 
province of the ladies, ond it would 
not be gallan t to suspect them  o f un
tidiness. B u t th a t g a r re t— it som e
tim es slips betw een the supervision 
of men end w om en and g e ts  neg lec t
ed by both. S ee to lh a t. L et the 
duds be repacked, and the g a rre t 
sw ep t and ventila ted . S latern liness 
in the g a r re t  is not equally  a foe to 
health  w ith  slovenliness in the ce l
lar, the first giving only a slight ten
dency to disease, the o the r strongly  
inviting its a ttacks.

B u t besides the cellar, th e re  is an
o the r lurking place for disease. It 
is the sink. So m uch as is in-doors 
falls to the wom en, and w e feel in
clined to  an sw er for them . But 
w hat is out-side falls m ore appro
p ria tely  to the w earers  of pants than 
o f crinoline. S ee tha t the sink trough 
is kept as clean as possible. L e i this 
be often looked to. It is w ell to 
th row  a little p laster about the sink, 
w here  it issues from the house, and 
to use plenty o f sw am p m uck or coal 
dust, in ihe reservo ir o r tank into 
which it flows, and this should be as 
far as m ay be from the house, as in 
tha t case large quantities o ffertilizing  
m a tte r  can the re  be p repared  for the 
land.

Going a little fu rth e r from  the 
house, see to the pig pen, the vault, 
the barn -yard . T h e  farm er cannot 
afford to leave even the ch ip-yard 
uncleansed. Aside from all consid
erations o f neatness and of health, 
his fields c rave  these sm ouldering 
substances, soon to ferm ent by the 
retu rn ing  hea t of S um m er, w hich, if 
left about the hom estead , instead of 
being m ade to  enrich  the soil, be
com e offensive and injurious to 
health . T h e re  should be a universal 
cleaning out and cleaning up betw een 
now and the 10th of M ay. I f  the re  
is any man who can afford to d isre
gard  this ru le , it is not the farm er. 
The soil is the g rea t purifier. Its 
office is to sw allow  w h a tev er im puri
ties com e in con tac t w ith it, and to 
give them  back in the form o f g rasses, 
cereals, vegetab les and fru 'ts . It 
has eve r seem ed to us best w here  no 
special reason exists for the con trary , 
as we know  there  does som etim es, 
to apply all the m anures o f the farm 
in the Spring . In this w ay  you get 
the re tu rn  in six m onths, w hereas if 
they  lie over you have to w ait th ree 
tim es as long.

F o r  top dressing g rass land, the re  
is a m ost decided advan tage  in com 
positing g reen  m anure w ith cured 
muck, leaf mold or som ething of the 
kind, and ferm enting  it, tha t it m ay 
crum ble m ore finely and m ore readily 
incorporate itself w ith the surface 
soil. F o r  plough land this is im por
ta n t also, but not equally  so, for in 
this case e v e ry  partic le  o f soil be
com es a divisor and an absorbent for 
ihe m anure. B u t let us #d d  here 
th a t in o rder to bring  ou t the full ef
fect of the m anure on the crop , it 
should be spread evenly , and, afte r  
being plow ed in, mixed m ore evenly 
ivith the soil, by m eans of the h a r
row  or cu ltiva to r, than  is usual. 
T h e  cost of Ihis e x tra  labor is of 
course to be taken into account. T he  
resu lt will be lh a t each  o f our read 
e rs will ac t on his ow n judgm ent, 
and ten will be losers by not incor
p orating  the m anure sufficiently w ith 
the soil for ev e ry  one w ho will miss 
the figure by bestow ing m ore labor 
than  Is wise.

G rafts  should have been cu t in 
F e b ru a ry  o r M arch . B u t if th e y  
w ere  neg lec ted  then, b e tte r  late than  
never, j f  you cu t them  now , and 
keep them  in a d ry , cool place, they  
m ay y e t be in good o rder at tho time 
for insertion in M ay. D o not fail to 
let every  y e a r  w itness some im prove
m ents in the w ay  o f choice fru its. 
Can any possible reason be given, 
w hy ev e ry  man w ho ow ns an ac re  
or m ore, up to the la rgest farm , 
should not have plenty o f fruit fo r 
his fam ily and  some to  spare 1

Be a little indulgent to the boys;, 
as they  com e from school and com 
m ence the sum m er cam paign on the 
farm , aye, and a  little to yourself. 
April, w e have som etim es though t, 
is the hardest m onth  in the y e a r. 
T h e re  is a so rt o f acclim ation, one 
has to  undergo, which to us used to' 
be m ore try ing  than  any o th e r m onth. 
T eam s shonld be well kept and 
w orked w ith discretion at this sea
son.

On the im portan t m atte r of a g a r 
den, w e said so much in our last,, 
.that m ore seem s unnecessary. B u t 
le t us add ; deepen the soil if you 
have not done i t ; underdrain , if  
necessary '; m anure heavily  ;  and do- 
not fail to  have a  garden  th a t you' 
will be proud of, and tha t will be an 
ornam ent to  you r home, and a source 
o f profit.

N ow  is the time to  bo se tting  out 
fru it trees. I f  you have been neg
lectful o f the o rch ard , “ tu rn  over a  
new  leaf” from this tim e. In tran s
planting  young trees, dig the holes 
large, s e t|th e  tree  a t about the sam e 
depth it before stood ; cut off the 
ends o f any  roots th a t m ay have been 
mangled sm oothly w ith a sharp  knife ; 
use v e ry  little w a te r— none if the 
ground be m oist,— and mulch the su r
face to keep a steady  m oisture and 
an equable tem pera tu re , rem em ber
ing th a t one tree , p roperly  se t and 
taken ca re  of, will give m ore fru it 
than  a dozen care lessly  stuck  dow n 
and left a p rey  to ev e ry  destro y e r.
If  th e re  are  bones on the prem ises, 
o f w hich you are not going  to mako 
a b e tte r  use, break them  coarsely—  
finely if the labor be not too g r e a t— 
and put them  in the soil around the 
fru it tre ss  you a re  transplanting .

T rim  the suckers from about the 
roots of the old trees  and thin out tho 
tops if  v ery  thick, but be cautious o f 
m utila ting  the tree  by cu tting  aw ay  
large limbs. W e read  o f “ digging 
about trees and dunging them and 
although the book in w hich this is 
contained w as not given to teach  
horticu ltu re, its teachings in this p a r 
ticu la r a re  good..

&n old apple tree  th a t has been 
standing  long on tu rf  land has m ost 
of its roots near the surface. I t is a 
good plan to  ascertain  by digging 
how  far its roots extend, and then a t 
tha t distance from  the trunk , ten, fif
teen, or tw en ty  feet, to dig a trench  
around the tree, so as cu t off a few  
o f the ex trem ities o f the  roots, and 
to fill it w ith  rich  ea rth  and a mix
tu re  of well ro tted  m anure, w ith lime 
or ashes, or both. R oo tlets  will 
spring from  the old roots, will per
m eate this new ly  trenched and man
ured  soil, and the tree  will be reno
vated.

Alm ost any farm er would contrive 
to do this trenching  w ith  a plough 
a t a m uch cheaper ra te  than  w i ll the 
spade. T h re e  o r four tim es around 
w ith a stou t pair o f ca ttle  and a la rge 
plow would an sw er the purpose of 
opening the soil and mixing w ith it 
m anure, ashes, lime, old bones & c .. 
as pabulum  for the new  roots. T h e  
ea rth  m ight then be turned  back w ith  
the plow, and harrow ed  and rolled 
sm ooth.

A ny rough bark  on the trunks o f  
old fru it tre es  should be scraped off 
w ith  a hoe, o r o the r tool convenient 
for the purpose. I t  is well not to 
w ound the g reen  bark  in the process. 
T h e  trunk and low er limbs should 
be w ashed a t this season, or a few 
w eeks la ter, w ith ley. I t m ay be 
m ade by dissolving a pound o f pi tasli 
in tw elve quarts  of w ate r, o r by 
leaching ashes in the usual w av, but 
m ust not be strong. T rees  have 
been killed b j' a solution o f a pound 
o f potash in a gallon of w ater.

T h e  effect o f a w eak solution o f 
potash is, to cause the decaying  bark 
to cleave off from the g reen  bark be
neath  it and to leave ihe trunk in a 
sm ooth h ea lthy  condition, and if not 
wholly to d estroy  insects, a t least to 
break  up th e ir  lurking places and p re
vent the tre e  from  harboring  its ow n 
destroyers .

L a n d  E n o u g h  1— H ow  m any 
acres does it take to m ake a farm  ? 
F rom  ten to ten thousand— ju st as 
you like, and have Ihe m eans to hold. 
If  you are a man o f business tac t and 
ene rgy , and know how  to d irec t llio 
labor o f others, to m ake them  w ork  
well and y e t keep th e ir good will, 
the m ore the land the m ore you will 
m ake. B u t the re  are few such men ; 
and if you have only patience to 
labor, w ithou t business ta c t and en
erg y , a lw ays w ide aw ake, and y e t 
a lw ays cool, capable o f com m anding 
as w ell as doing, you m ay save as 
much from  ten  ac re s  as from ten  
thousand.— Farmers' Magazine.

If some persons w efe  to  bestow  
one half o f th e ir  fortune in learn ing  
how to spend the o th e r hall, it 
would be money ex trem ely  well 
laid out.


