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•• C om o, gen tle  spring  ! E th e ria l M ildness, 

com e
A n d  from  the bosom  of yon dropping cloud. 
W h ile  m usic  w akes a round, v e il’d in a show er 
O f shadow ing  roses, on ou r plains de scen d .”

— T hom son.

C o m e, sw ee t love-in sp iring  S p ring ,
O n c e  aga in  thy  treasu res  b r in g ;
L e t us see  thy  rad ian t face 
B eam in g  with its w onted g race !
L e t  us h ea r again  thy  voice

E n d less  love to h eav en  bearing  ;
L e t  the earth  again  rejo ice—

G od’s om nipo tence  declaring ,
T ill  u n ited  in fond love 
E a rth  shall be to h o av ’n  abo»'e-

] n  h is g litte ring  arm o r clad,
W in te r  long  his re ign  has had  ;
In  his bonds, cold and  un feeling .
All th e  world below  congea ling  ;
W in te r  m oons h av e  w ax’d and  paled,

Ice  and  snow  h ave  long  had  sw ay,
A n d  cold w inds have oft p revailed 

G en ia l S p rin g  ! w ith thy  b rig h t ray 

M elt th is  icy bond to love ;
W ed  the  earth  to h eav ’n  above !

A pril ! w ith  thy  deep b lue sky,
A nd  thy  w hite clouds tow ering  h igh  ;
W ith  thy  op’n in g  buds and  leaves—
B alm y m orns and  dew y eves,
Q u ick ly  com e to u s  aga in .

H asten  h ith e r w ith thv  show ers— 
H eav e n -se n t, nectareous rain ;

R ain  re fresh ing  grass an d  flow ers,
A nd  u n iting  in fond love 
E a r th  below  to h e a v ’n above I

B rig h tly -b eam in g , b lue-eyed  M ay !
C lo th ed  in N a tu re ’s green  a rray —
S p ark lin g  w ith thy n igh tly  dew s,
T h o u ,  the lovod one of the  M use,
11 ow I  long  aga in  to hear

In  m y oar thy  sw eet voice rin g in g —
L ist to birds th a t hover near

G a te s  of h e a v ’n , G od’s p raises sing ing . 
T h u s  u n itin g  in fond love 
E a rth  below to  h e a v ’n above

T h e n  sw ee t love-in sp iring  sp ring ,
D o thou qu ick ly  ea rth w ard  w ing  ;
D eck  th e  Helds w ith verdu re  fair,
U n til beauty  everyw here  
Shall gloam  forth  in brigh t a rray .

C o m e, thou  rich , am brosial S p ring  
C h ase  cold w in ter far aw ay ;

A n d  o f thee w e’ll sw eetly  sing  
T ill  un ited  in fond love 
E a rth  shall be io h oav ’n above.

F ro m  C h a m b e rs ’s Jo u rn a l.

OCEQLA:
A  R O M A N C E .— BY C A P T . M . R E ID . 

C H A P T E R  V.

T H E  M ULA TTO  AND IU S  FOLLOWER.

N ot w ithout some su rp rise  did I 
m ake this discovery . W h a t was 
the m ulatto  doing in the w oods at 
such an h ou r?  It w as not his habit 
to  be so thrifty  ; on the con trary , 
it w as difficult to rouso him to his 
dailv w ork , l i e  was not a  hunter 
— had no taste  for it. I never saw 
him go after gam e— though, from 
being alw avs in the woods, he was 
well acquainted with the haunts and 
habits o f every  animal th a t dw elt 
the re . W hat w as he doing abroad 
on ’.his particu lar m orning '!

I rem ained on my perch  to w atch 
him, a t the sam e time keeping an 
eye upon tlie deer.

It soon becam c evident th a t the 
m ulatto  was not after these ; for, 
on com ing out o f tiie tim ber, he 
turned  along its edge, in a direction 
opposite to tha t in which the deer 
had gone. IJe w ent s tra ig h t to
w ards the gap th a t led into the 
maize-field.

I noticed th a t he moved slowly 
and in a crouching a ttitude . I 
though t there was some object near 
his feet : it appeared  to be a dog, 
but a very  small one. P erhaps an 
opossum, though t I. It was o f w hit
ish colour, as these c rea tu res  a re  ; 
but in the distance I could not dis
tinguish betw een an opossum and a 
puppy. I fancied, how ever, tha t it 
w as the pouched animal ; th a t he 
had caugh t it in the woods, and was 
leading it along in a string.

T h e re  w as nothing rem arkable or 
im probable in all this behaviour. 
T h e  m ulatto  m ay have discovered an 
opossum -cave the day before, and set 
a trap  for the animal. It m ay have 
been caugh t in the night, and he 
w as now  on his way home with it. 
T h e  only point tha t surprised  me 
w as, tha t the fellow had turned  
hun te r ; but I explained this upon 
ano ther hypothesis I rem em bered 
how fond the negroes are of the flesh 
o f the opossum, and Y ellow  Jake 
w as no exception to the rule. P e r 
haps he had seen the day before, tha t 
this one could be easily obtained, and 
had resolved upon having a roast ?

B ut w hy w as he not ca rry in g  it 
in a proper m anner ? H e appeared 
to be leading or d ragging  it ra th e r— 

,v"€or I knew  the c rea tu re  would no* 
be led— and every  now  and then I 
observed him stoop tow ards it, as if 
caressing  it!

I w as puzzled ! it could not be an 
opossum.

I  w atched the man narrow ly  till 
he arrived  opposite the gap  in the 
fence. I expected  to see him step 
over the bars— since through  the 
m aize-held w as the nearest w ay  to 
the house, C ertain ly  he en tered  the 
field ; but, to m y astonishm ent, in-

f f l j e  f o r k
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stead of climbing over in the usua 
m anner, I saw  him take out bar after 
bar, dow n to the very  low est. I ob
served, m oreover, tha t he flung the 
bars to one side, leaving the gap 
quite open 1

H e then passed th rough, and en 
te ring  am ong the corn, in the same 
crouching  a ttitu d e , d isappeared  be
hind the broad blades o f the young 
m aize-plants.

F o r  a while I saw  no m ore o f him, 
or the w h itj object tha t he ‘ to a ted ’ 
along w ith him in such a singular 
fashion.

I turned  m y atten tion  to the deer : 
they  had got over the ir alarm , and 
had halted near the middle of the 
savanna, w here they  w ere now 
quietly brow sing.

B ut 1 could not help pondering 
upon the eccen tric  manoeuvres I had 
just been w itness of ; and once more 
I bent m y eyes tow ards the place, 
w here I had last soon the m ulatto .

H e was still am ong the maize- 
plants. I could see nothing of him ; 
but at tha t m om ent my eyes  rested 
upon an object tha t filled me with 
fresh surprise .

Ju s t at the point w here  Y ellow  
Jake had em erged from the woods, 
som ething else appeared  in motion— 
also coining out into Ihe open sav
anna. It w as a dark cbject, a nd 
from its p ro stra te  attitude, resem bled 
a man craw ling  forw ard upon his 
hands, and d ragg ing  his limbs after 
him.

F o r  a m om ent o r tw o, I believed 
it to be u m an— not a w hite  man — 
but a negro  or an Indian. T iie 
tactics w ere Indian, but we w ere at 
peace w ith these people, and w hy 
should one of them  be thus trailing 
the m u la tto?  I say ‘ tra iling ,’ for 
the a ttitude  and motions, o f w hat
eve r c rea tu re  I saw , plainly indicat
ed th a t it was following upon the 
track  which Y ellow  Jake  had just 
passed over.

W as it B lack Jake  who w as after 
him ?

T his idea came suddenly into my 
mind : I rem em bered the vendetta 
that existed betw een them ; I re 
m em bered the conflict in w hich 
Y ellow  Jake  had used his knife. 
T ru e , he had been punished, but not 
by Black Jake himself. W as the 
la tte r now seeking to revenge n ;m- 
self iu person ?

T his m ight have appeared the 
easiest explanation of the scene tha t 
was m ystifying me ; had it not been 
for the im probability o f the black 
ac ting  in such a m anner. I could 
not think th a t the noble fel'ow  
would seek any mean mode of re ta 
liation, how ever revengeful he 
m ight feel against one who had so 
basely attacked him. It was not 
in keeping w ith his cha rac te r. No. 
It could not be he who was c ra w 
ling out of the bushes.

N o r he, nor any one.
A t that m om ent, the golden sun 

flashed over the savanna. His 
beam s g lanced along the g reen 
sw ard , lighting the trees to the ir 
bases. T he dark  form em erged out 
o f the shadow , and turned head to 
w ards the maize-field. T he long 
pro stra te  body g litte red  under the 
sun with a sheen like scaled arm our. 
It w as easily  recognised. It was 
not n eg ro— not Indian— not human : 
it was the hideous form o f an 
a lliga tor 1

C H A P T E R  VI.

T  H P  A L L I G A T O R .

T o  one brough t up— born, I m ight 
alm ost say---upon the banks of a 
F lo rid ian  river, there is nothing re
m arkable in the sight o f an alliga tor 1 
N othing  very terrib le e ither ; for, 
ugly as is the g rea t saurian— ce r
tainly the m ost repulsive form in  the 
animal K i n g d o m — it is least dreaded 
by those who know it best. F o r  all 
tha t, it is seldom approached w ith
ou t some feeling of fear. T he 
s tran g e r to its haunts and habits, ab-

fallen victim s to the voracity  o f this actions o f the m ulatto  ;* his taking 
c rea tu re , since the days o f Colum- ou t the bars and leaving the gap 
bus, it would be found to be som e- f r e e ;  his occasional glances back- 
thing enorm ous—quite  equal to the w ard — w hich I had observed as he 
havoc m ade in the sam e period o f was crossing the open ground— these 
time by the Indian tiger or tiie A fri- w ere ray proofs tha t he knew w hat 
can lion. H um boldt, du rin g  ids , was com ing behind him— undoubt- 
short stay  in South  A m erica , was j edly he knew .
vVb11 inform ed of many instances ; 
and for my part, 1 know  of m ore 
than one case of ac tual death , and 
m any o f lacerated  limbs, rece ived  
a t the jaw s of the A m erican a lli
gato r.

B ut my conviction upon these tw o 
points in nowise helped to elucidate 
the m y s te ry — for a m yste ry  it had 
become. Beyond a doubt, the rep 
tile was d raw n  a fte r by som e a t tr a c 
tion, which it appeared unable to re-

T h e re  are m any species, both o f js is t— its eagerness in advancing  was 
the caim an o r alliga tor, and of the I evidence of this, and proved tha t the
true  crocodile, in the w ate rs of 
tropical A m erica. T hey  a re  m ore 
or less fierce, and hence the differ
ence of ‘ travellers’ ta les ’ in relation 
to them . E ven  the sam e species in 
tw o  different rivers is not a lw ays of 
like disposition. T he  individuals are 
affected by ou tw ard  circum stances, 
as o th e r anim als a re . Size, cli
m ate, colonisation, all produce the ir 
effect ; and, w hat may appear still 
m ore singular, the ir disposition 
influenced by the ch a ra c te r  of the 
race o f men th a t chances to dwell 
nea r them  !

On some of the S outh-A m erican 
rive rs— whose banks are the home 
of the ill-arm ed apa thetic  Indian— the 
caim ans are exceedingly  bold, and 
dangerous to approach. Ju st so 
w ere the ir congeners, the a lliga t
ors of the north , till the s ta lw a rt 
ba-ckwoodsman, w ith  his axe in 
one hand and his rifle in the other, 
taugh t them  to fear the upright 
form — a proof th a t these craw ling  
crea tu res  possess the pow ers of 
reason. E ven  to this hour, in m any 
of the sw am ps and stream s of 
F lo rida ,fu ll-grow n old alligators can 
not be approached w ithout peril : 
this is especially the case during the 
season o f the sexes, and still more 
w here these reptiles a re  encountered  
rem ote from the habitations of man. 
In F lo rida  a re  rive rs and lagoons 
w here a sw im m er would have no 
m ore chance o f life, than if he had 
plunged into a sea of sharks.

N otw ithstand ing  all this,use brings 
one to look lightly even upon real 
danger-—particu larly  when tha t
danger is alm ost continuous ; and 
the denizen of the eypriere  and the 
w hite cedar sw am p is accustom ed to 
regard  w ithout much em otion the 
m enace of the ugly alligator. T o  
the native o f F lo rida , its presence is 
no novelty , and its goin* or com ing 
excites but little in terest— except 
perhaps in ihe bosom of the black 
m an who feeds upon its tail ; or tlie 
a iliga to r-hun ter who makes a living 
out o f its  leather.

T he  appearance of one on the 
edge of Ihe savanna would not have 
caused me a second thought, had it 
not been for its peculiar m ovem ents, 
as well as those I had ju s t observed 
on the part of Ihe m ulatto. I could 
not help fancying tha t the re  was 
some connection between them; a t all 
events it appeared  ce rtain , th a t the 
reptile w'as following the man 1

W h e th er it had him in view, or 
w hether trailing him by the scent,
I could not tell. T he  h itte r 1 
fancied to be the case ; for the m ul
a tto  had en tered  under cover o f the 
maize-plants, before the o th e r ap
peared outside the tim ber ; and it 
could hard ly  have seen him as it 
turned tow ards the gap. It might, 
but I fancied not. M ore like, it was 
trailing him bv the scent ; but w he
the r the crea tu re  w as capable of do
ing so, I did not stay  to inquire.

On it craw led  over the sw ard—  
crossing the co rner of the m eadow , 
and d irectly  upon the track  which the 
man had taken. A t intervals, it 
paused, flattened its breast against 
the ea rth  and rem ained for some se
conds in this attitude, as if resting  it
self. T hen  it would raise its body to 
nearly  a y ard  in height, and move 
forw ard  with apparen t eagerness—  
as if in obedience to some a ttrac tiv e

hors and flees from it ; and even the pow er in advance of i t ! T he alligator
native— bo he red, w hite o r black—  
whose home borders the sw am p and 
the lagoon, approaches this g igantic 
lizard w ith caution.

Som e closet natu ralists  have as
serted  tha t the a lliga tor will not a t
tack man, and ye t they  adm it tha t it 
will destroy  horses and horned c a t
tle. A like allegation is made of 
the ja g u a r and vam pire bat. S tran g e  
assertions, in the teeth  of a thousand 
testim onies to the con tra ry .

I t is true  the alliga to r does not 
alw ays a ttack  man w hen an oppor
tunity  offers— nor does the lion, nor 
y e t the tiger— but even the false 
Buffon would scarcely  be bold e n 
ough to declare tha t the alliga tor is 
innocuous. If a list could be fur
nished o f human beings who have

progresses but slow ly upon dry  
g round— not faster than a duck or 
goose. T he  w ate r is its true elem ent, 
w here it m akes w ay almost w ith the 
rap id ity  o f a fish.

A t length i* approached the gap ; 
and, afte r  ano ther pause, it d rew  its 
long dark body w ithin the enclosure. 
I saw  it en te r am ong the maize- 
plants, a t the exact point w here the 
m ulatto  had disappeared I O f course, 
it w as now also hidden fro n my view

1 no longer doubted tha t the mons
te r  was following the man ; and 
equally  ce rta in  w as I tha t Ihe la tte r  
knew th a t he was followed ! H ow  
could I doubt e ither of these facts? 
T o  the form er, 1 was an eye-w itness ; 
of the la tte r , I had c ircum stantial 
proofs. T he  singular attitudes and

man was exerc ising  some influence 
over it th a t lured it forw ard .

W hat influence ? W as he be
guiling it by sume charm  of O beah ?

A superstitious shudder cam e over 
me. as 1 asked m yself the question. 
1 really  had such fancies at the mo
m ent. B rough t up , as I had been, 
am ong Africans, dandled in the 
arm s— perhaps nourished from the 
bosom— of m any a sable nurse, it is 
not to be w ondered a t th a t my 
young mind w as tain ted  w ith the 
superstitions of Bonny and Benin. 1 
knew  there  w ere alligators in the 
cv press sw am p— in its m ore rem ote 
recesses, some o f enorm ous size— but 
how Y ellow  Jake had contrived to 
lure one out. and cause it to follow 
him ovor the d ry  cu ltiva ted  ground, 
was a puzzle I could not explain to 
myself. 1 could think o f no n a 
tu ra l ca u se ; I was therefore forced 
into the regions o f the w eird  and 
supernatu ra l.

I stood for a long while w atching  
and w ondering. T he  deer had
passed out o f my mind. T hey  fed 
unnoticed : I w as too much absorb
ed in the m ysterious m ovem ents of 
the half-breed and his am phibious 
follower.

C H A T T E R  V II.

T H E  T U B T L E - C R A W L .

So long as they  rem ained in the 
maize-field, I saw  nothing o f either. 
T he  d irection of my view was 
slightly oblique lo the row s of the 
plants. T he corn w as a t full 
g row th , and its tall culms and broad 
lanceolate leaves would have o v er
topped the head of a man on horse
back. A thicket of everg reen  tree* 
would not have been m ore im pene
trable to the eye.

By going a little to the right, I 
should have become aligned w ith the 
rows, and could have seen far down 
the avenues betw een them  ; but 
this would have carried  me ou t of 
the cover, and the m ulatto  m ight 
then have seen me. F o r  certain  
reasons, 1 did not desire he should ; 
and I rem ained w here I had h itherto  
been standing.

I was satisfied tha t the man was 
still m aking his w ay up the field, 
and would iu due time discover 
him self in the open ground.

An indigo flat lay betw een the 
hommock and the maize. T o  ap
proach the house, it would be neces
sary for him to pass through the in
digo ; and, as the plants w ere but a 
little over tw o feet in height, I could 
not fail to observe him as he cam e 
through. I w aited, therefore, w ith a 
leeiing of curious anticipation— my 
thoughts still w earing  a tinge of the 
w e ird !

H e cam e on slow ly— very slow ly ; 
but I knew th a t he was advancing.
I could trace  his progress by an o c 
casional m ovem ent which I observed 
am ong the leaves and tassels o f the 

T he morning w as still— not 
a breath  of air s tirred  ; and conse
quently  the motion m ust have been 

aused by some one passing am ong 
the p lan ts—-of course by the m ulatto  
himself. T he  oscillation observed 
fa rth er off, told tha t the alligator 
w as still fallowing.

A gain and again I observed this 
m ovem ent am ong the maize-blades. 
It Y vas evident the man was not 
folio yy ing the direction of the row s, 
but crossing diagonally through 
them 1 F o r  w hat purpose ? I 
could no t guess. A ny one o f the 
intervals would have conducted him 
in a d irect line tow ards the house— 
w hither I supposed him to be mov- 

W hy , then, should he adopt 
a m ore difficult course, by crossing 
them  ? I t  w a s  not till a ften v a rd s  
tha t I discovered his object in this 
zigzag m ovem ent.

H e  had now  advanced alm ost to 
tho ne th er edge of the cornfield. 
T he  indigo flat Y vas of no g rea t 
breadth , and he w as a lready  so 
near, th a t I could hear the rustling 
of the cornsta lks as they  sw itched 
against each other.

A nother sound I could noYV hear ; 
it resem bled the how ling o f a d o g .

I heard it again, and, after an in te r
val, again. It Yvas not the voice o f 
a full-grown dog, but ra th e r the 
w eak w him per o f a puppy.

A t first, I fancied th a t the sounds 
cam e from  the alligator ; for these 
reptiles make exactly  such a noise 
— but only w hen young. T h e  one 
following the m ulatto  w as full 
g row n ; the cries could not proceed 
from it. M oreover, the sounds 
c ’ me from a point nea re r m e— from 
the place w here  the man him self 
was moving.

(To be continued.')

A W O R D  IN  S E A S O N .

A few  m onths ago a coun try  m er
ch a n t cam e to the c ity  to m ake his 
reg u la r purchases. H e  w as a man 
w hose cred it was good, and his busi
ness ta len t m ore than respectable ; 
but his m anners w ere  brusque, ap 
proaching  to rudeness, and his langu
age s ta rted  ev e ry  sensitive ea r by 
its profanity , A  C hristian m erchant, 
with whom he had traded  for years, 
had been often pained by this w ant 
of reverence  ; but know ing well the 
c h a ra c te r o f the m an, and fearing to 
offend him by any reproof, had kept 
silence. On this occasion, how ever, 
w ith a conscience quickened, and a 
h e a rt m ade tender, by the special 
p resence o f the D ivine S p irit in the 
c ity , he felt constrained to speak. 
T h e  language o f his custom er seem 
ed m ore reckless and profane than 
eve r before, and he asked very kind
ly if he Yvas  aw are  how  such langu
age ja rred  on the ea rs of others.

T h e  coun try  m erchan t looked su r
prised, and asked in reply  if he ta lk
ed Y vo r se  than people genera lly . 
*• M any  o f yo u r friends are  grieved 
a t you r groYving p ro fan ity ,’’ was 
tlie an sw er, “  and fear th a t the habit 
will soon becom e incurable.”

Y ou are not in e a rn e s t , a re  you ? 
Am I really  very  profane ?

“  Y our language has o lten  pained 
me, and o hers, very  deeply ; bnt 
we feared  speaking to  you about it, 
lest you should be angry  and think 
it officious.”

“ 1 thank you w ith all my heart 
for you r kindness, and will try  to 
guard  m yself in the fu tu re . I have 
a lw ays prided m yself on being 
thought independent and manly, but 
I did not suppose I w a i  considered 
v ery  pro fane.”

T he m ind  of the C hris tan  m erch- 
n a t w a s  g rea tly  relieved . l i e  had  
ad m in is te red  reproof k ind ly  bu t 
fa ith fu lly , and  it had  been rece ived  
in  qu ite  a  d ifferen t sp irit from w hat 
he had  an tic ip a ted . H e had little  
hope, how ever, of a com plete  re
form ; for the hab it so long  in d u l
ged , an d  so in  acco rdance  w ith  the 
n a tu ra l d isposition  of the m an , w as  
not like ly  to be soon e rad ica ted .

A few  day s  a fte rw ard s, how ever, 
a  triend  m et h im , and  w hile  sp eak 
ing  of the w onderfu l rev ivals  pre
v a ilin g  in  m any  parts of the country , 
told hitn  th a t a  vvo*-k of g race  w as 
m a k in g  m any  converts in  P ., 
am ong  a class of hardened  persons 
rare ly  reached  by the in fluences of 
the gospel. A m ong  these converts, 
added  he, is our old acq u a in tan ce
M  , w hom  you rem em ber as a
p ro lane  and  ungod ly  m an. T he 
C hris tian  m erchan t w as  filled w ith  
w onder and  th ank fu lness , (an d  his 
heart w as m ore im pressed  w ith  the 
pow er of D ivine grace) tha t his b rie f 
adm on ition  had  led the coun try  
trader to though tfu lness, and  in  tha t 
s la te  of m ind  he had gone to the 
san c tu ary , unv isited  prev iously  for 
m any  yea rs , and had the re been 
aw ak en e d  and  converted . H e felt, 
then , as  never before, the im port
ance of sow ing  beside all Y v a t c r s —  
Watchman and Reflector.

H A B IT S  O F  B E W IL D E R E D  
P E R S O N S .

A S a d  H i s t o r y . —T w o  y ea rs  ago 
the w ife of John  R ain , a  then  re 
spectab le m ech an ic  o f C in c in n a ti, 
d ied  and he took to d rin k  to relieve 
his sorroYV.  T hree  d au g h te rs  thus 
left to con tend  w ith  poverty, and  
w ith o u t the good adv ice  and  ex a m 
ple of a  fa ther becam e a  p rey  to 
v ic ious m en and  v ic ious thoughts. 
A n im proper in tim a cy  sp rang  up 
betw een  a  m an  nam ed  M itchell, 
and  the e ld est d au g h te r, an d  her 
fa ther in  a  m om ent of sensitive 
app rec ia tion  of the Yvrong done her, 
s leYV the p aram o u r, and  for th ts  w as  
tried  and  sen t to the P en iten tia ry . 
T h e  d o Y v n w a r d  course of the dangh- 
ters w as  then  rap id . T w o  have 
ju s t been convicted  c f g rand  la r
ceny , and  w ill be sent to the S ta te 1 
P rison . T he  rem a in in g  - th e  you n g 
est— is now  in  the H ouse of R efuge.

A d m i r a t i o n  i s  t h e  r o s e ,  a f f e c t i o n  
i s  i t s  f r a g r a n c e .

F ro m  th e  Scientific A m erican  

M e s s r s  E d i t o r s — In a la te  num 
ber of your paper yoa *tate, in an
sw e r to some correspondent, that 
you have no confidence in the re 
po rt tha t “ w hen a man is lost he 
will travel in a c i rc le .” In this you 
are ce rtain ly  m istaken ; it is a fact 
well-known to all frontiersm en tha t, 
when persons are bew ildered, they  
frequently  travel in a perfec t circle, 
som etim es koephig the sam e track  
until they  have made half a dozen 
equal rounds ; a t o the r tim es mak
ing the circle la rger or sm aller each 
time. I t is not by any m eans alw ays 
the case, w hen a person is lo s t ; but 
it is so frequen t tha t it is w ithin the 
experience o f every  one w ho has 
been much in the woods. In calm  
and cloudy Y v e a t h e r ,  and in a coun
try  o f m uch sam eness of appearance , 
the best W'oodsmen get so bew ilder
ed as lo “  take the circ les.”  P e r 
sons not accustom ed to the woods 
will som etim es do so, w hen  the sun 
is shining and a steady breeze blow 
ing. On the level or gu lf prairies of 
this coun try  on a calm, foggy m orn
ing, no man cau travel w ithou t a 
road. I t  is an inci !en t o f everyday  
occurrence in the Spring  and F ail 
seasons, th a t men a re  thus becalm ed 
on the prairie  as effectually as are  
ships a t sea ; nor will a com pass 
m end the m atte r, for it cannot be 
ca rried  steadily  enough to keep its 
m eridian, and jth e  course it points 
cannot be kept for fifty yards ; if a 
man a ttem pts it, he will m ake a circle 
and com e back to the place he s tarted  
from. T he  circle  will be la ig e  or 
small genera lly  in proportion to the 
fog — som etim es only a hundred 
y ard s  in d iam eter ; a t o the r tim es a 
mile but seldom m ore. T he  c irc ’es 
thus made are perfect. T h is kind 
of w andering  seem s lo arise from an 
a ttem p t to go a stra igh t course 
w hen the re  is nothing to guide the 
s e n s e s ,  o r w hen the usual guides of 
sun, Yvind,  or the genera l contour 
of the coun try  a re  disregarded. It 
ra re ly  befalls children, who do not 
a ttem pt to go on a course, but only 
run from one visible point to ano ther 
equaliv  perceptib le.

M any apparen tly  trivial tra its  in 
the disposition of animals, which are 
of g re a t use to woodsm en, are om it
ted in b o o k s  o f natu ral history  ; 
chiefy from ignorance, no d o u b t .  
One of these is the disposition o f a 
horse, w hen frightened , to run 
against the wind, if any is blowing. 
Thousands of horses w hich Y vou ld  
be o therw ise irrecoverab ly  lost annu 
ally, on this fron tie r, a re  recovered  
b y  observing this simple rule in pur
suit. All anim als have sim ilar inex
plicable tra its  in the ir disposition ; 
and men are no exception to the rule. 
W hite men, w hen they  are scared, 
will re tre a t in the same direction in 
which they came. T he  Indians know  
this, and lay the ir plans accordingly ; 
and m any a gallan t com pany has 
been cu t to pieces, sim ply from ig
norance o f this fact. B u t those who 
understand  these m atters, w hen 
they  find it necessary  to make a 
hasty  re trea t, a lw ays do so in a 
stra igh t line, and in u d irection dif
feren t from the one in w hich they  
cam e. W e frequently  see notices 
in northern  papers o f children being 
lost. Such things rare ly  occur on 
this frontier ; though children often 
w ander, and the re  a re  but few 
neighbors to help to search  for 
them . P erhaps the cause o f hu
m anity  m ight be subserved by pub
lishing a few rules lo be observed in 
such searches. A ny child will make 
a track  or trail plain enough to be 
followed by the eye, o ver any 
g iound, unless there be much pass
ing of men or animals to spoil the 
trail ; and it can be followed by al
most any person of good lig h t, al
though he m ay not have had any 
previous experience . Go to  the 
place w here the child Y v a s  last seen, 
and look for the trail, g lancing along 
the ground w ith a  sharp  scanning 
look ; when it is found, a faint kind 
o f a line w ill be seen, Y v h ic h  m ay be 
followed a t a sharp w alk, until a 
well-defined track  occurs. I f  the 
tra ile r stops to look for track , he ( 
will probably lose the trail, and 
m ust go back and take it up again 
Yvith the sam e scanning g lance along 
the ground. T h e  trail Y vhi ch  hunters 
and Indians follow skillfully, is not 
so much com posed of tracks or foot
prints. as ofindescribable little signs, 
such as leaves and blades of g rass

b en t o r  tu rned , tw igs broken, and  
o the r th ings so  small and, fain t that 
th e y  can n ot be show n to  an y  one, 
y e t  w h ich , w h en  all put to g eth er ,  
m ake a kind o f  line along th* 
ground, w h ich  line can be seen by a 
rapid glancing  look, but w h ich  will 
disappear w hen looked a t s teady . 
T he  trail of a hum an being is  m ore 
easily followed than th a t o f  an y  
o the r c rea tu re , because the re  is a 
kind oi purpose in it, different from 
the trail o f irra tional animals. A 
child will change its course around 
every  thick clump of bushes, and go  
nearly  s tra ig h t w here  the ground is 
open. If  it is scared  and running it 
will run from  the wind, if  much is 
blowing, and from any voice it 
hears ; in such casss, therefore, it is 
not good policy to call much upon 
the lost child’s nam e. M .M .K .

Goliad. T exas, M arch 1859.

V A R IA B L E  B R IG H T N E S S  O F  
T H E  S T A R S .

———

W e ascertain  th a t the sun revo l
ves around an axis by noticing the 
spots on its surface. W hen there  
are  m anv spots tow ard  us, the light 
o f the sun m ust be enfeebled, som e
tim es even sensibly so. T h e re  are  
ahvriable s ta rs  ta t periodically be
com es dim, and then again assum e 
their fo rm er brightness. T he  n a tu r
al solution of this fact is th a t these 
stars  a re  like the sun, not m erely  in 
the ir light, but also in the w ay  th a t 
light is p roduced, P erhaps the re  
are  spots upon its surface, w hieh, 
w hen tu rned  tow ard  us, cause th e ir 
light to become dim. T h e re  are 
stars  also w hich m ay be called tem
porary, for a fte r appearing  in the 
heaven fo ra  b rief period, they  seem 
ingly become v ery  small, o r they  
disappear a ltogether, a fact w hich 
can hardly  be accounted  for, excep t 
by the supposition tha t the re  has 
been a real physical change in the 
body itself. In undergoing  these 
changes, the re  have been m anifest 
changes o f ihe ir co lor, and these 
have been so g re a t as to  lead to the 
conclusion th a t the re  has been a 
com bustion o f the body in question, 
T h e  s ta r  seen by A ushelm , in 1670, 
w as o f the third m agnitude ; it pass
ed through  g re a t fluctuations of 
light for tw o  years, and then be
cam e invisible. T h e re  are, m ore
over, lost stars , w hose places are  
now  vacant, though some o f them  
have been recen tly  observed. W hen 
Yve look a t these s trange fluctuations 
we m ay suppose th a t som ething 
like com bustion has taken place, o r 
th a t the po w er of giving light by 
these s ta rs  has been suspended. In. 
review'ing these facts, it appears 
difficult not to conclude tha t hera  
w as a w orld w hose destiny Y vas, for 
the tim e being, com pleted, and tho 
fitful g lare o f whose funeral pile 
shooting across the vast distance 
which separa tes us, cam e w ith un
dim inished velocity to teli us the 
tale th a t it once was.— Professor 
Alexander.

N O IS E S  IN  A SICK  RO O M .

It is e x tr ro r l in a ry  how  m any per
sons,unuesued to the sick room , mis
take certain  noises for quiet. W hen 
such people have to walk across the 
room they do so w ith a balancing  
sort of m ovem ent tha t m akes ev e ry  
plank creak  uneasily. T h e ir  v ery  
dress ra ttle s  in a w ay  th a t w ould 
make the fortune o f a rattle-snake- 
If any th ing  has to be said, it is 
spoken in a loud w hisper, th a t con-, 
ceals the w ords but makes the most 
irrita tin g  o f noises. N ow  the silence 
of a sick room must not be labored, 
it m ust be natu ra l. Shoes th a t do 
not creak  m ust be w orn, and in 
w alking the foot m ust be put do vn 
carefu lly , o f course, bu t w ith a firm 
step , tha t com es gently , y e t steadily., 
on the floor. T h is vvi 11 not m ake 
the creaking  sound by the toe-point
ed, g ingerly  mode o f m ovem ent so 
m uch a lo p te d  by those Y v h o s e e x p e r i -  
ence of sick rooms is small. T h e  dress, 
must be m ade of some noiseless m a
terial, wool o r cotton ; silk m ust be 
avoided, for it squeaks w ith every  
m ovem ent. In speaking, the p itch  
of the voice m ust be slightly  raised,, 
and the w ords, instead o f being hiss
ed as in a w hispering, should be 
clipped short, and cut d istinctly . B y 
this m eans tlie person spoken to will 
hear w hat is said, w hile the least 
possible sound accom panies the 
w ord— Barwell's cure o f the Sick.

T he  L ondon  T im es  says th a t 
there are  9 ,000 riiiles of ra ilw ay  in  
G reat B rita in , w h ich  has cost £ 3 -
15,000,000, or $1 ,575,000,000 !-T h e  
average  in tres t w h ich  they  pay is  
ab u t 3J per cent.

K n o w l e d g e .— L ea rn in g  is an  o r
n am en t in  p ro sperity , a  refuge in  
advers ity , and  a  provision in o ld  
age . __________ __________

A  gentlem an told liis l itt’e boy . a 
child o f four y ea rs , to  sh u t the g a te , l i e  
m ade the re q u est th ree  tim es, and the 
youngster paid no a tten tio n  to it. * I  h a r»  
told y o u  th re e  tim es, my son, to  shut the 
g a te , said th e  gen tlem an , so rro w fu lly  
‘ A nd  I ’ve told you th ree  tim es, lisped the 
ch ild , ‘ th a t  1 won’t do it. Y ou must be 
stupid !’

E xperience  
but it is be lte r  
than our own.

s the best advisor.- 
to learn bv otheya


