Christmas Eve blaze destroys church|

Investigation into the
cause of the Dec. 24 fire
that damaged St.
Margaret's Church resum-
ed yesterday.

The early morning fire
on Christmas Eve Day

Church interior

An Ontario Fire Marshall's Otfice In-
vestigator yesterday resumed the in-
vestigation into the Dec. 24 fire which did
serious damage to St. Margaret’'s Church.

made necessary the mov-
ing of Christmas Eve
masses to St. Theresa's
High School. Not all of the
Christmas Eve chur-
chgoers were able to attend
the 8:30 p.m. mass. People
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Above is the interior of the church as seen

Wye visiting hours

Wye Marsh Wildlife Cen-
tre welcomes visitors every
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
during the Christmas
school break, Except on
New Year's Day.
Season’'s Greetings!

Wye Marsh Cross-

country Ski and Snowshoe
Trails: marked, groomed
and ready for family fun
from 10 1.m. to 4 p.m. dai-
ly, snow conditions

permitting.
Closed New Year's Day.
Regular admission.
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garry SOLIDAYS!

To the most appreciated people
we know — our custoiners:

Once again it’s our pleasure to wish you and yours
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New vear!

Frank and Zita Moreau

and staff

Moreau Farm

Equipment
R.R. 1, Phelpston
322-1770
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were turned away after the
maximum permitted of 600
were inside the school.
Rev. Wayne Manne in an
interview praised
firefighters who donned
oxygen tanks and masks

from the altar. Firemen, upon entering,
found a hole burned in the floor below
the beam which is above the men’s heads
in the picture.

and entered the church to
remove religious articles,
including the tabernacle,
vestries, chalices, and even
a few statues, while other
firefighters were trying to
extinguish the flames.

Firemen were unable to
save the church’'s William
Tracker organ, before the
fire one of only two work-
ing in Ontario.

Firefighters also spared
the stained glass windows
of the 74-year-old Catholic
church.

The 1,400 member con-
gregation will be attending
mass in the high school at
least into the fall of 1987.

The church is insured for

$1.5 million.
Passersby reported the

fire shortly after 3 a.m. The
fire had been burning for
some time. When firemen
forced their way through
the second set of entrance
doors, they found a hole
burned in the floor.
Midland and
Penetanguishene firemen
poured perhaps a local
record amount of water on
the fire. When the water
pressure in the hydrants

began to fall, the fire
department tapped into
Mitsubishi's water supply.
Fire Chief Hal Belfry said
he can’t remember a
previous need to use Mit-
subishi water.

Midland and
Penetanguishene
firefighters fought the fire
while Tay Township
firefighters stood on stand-
by at the Midland fire hall.
Tiny Township firefighters
similarly stood ready at the
Penetanguishene fire hall.

Rev. Manne said that he
and Rev. Tony Vander
Vechte were asleep when
knocking at both the front
and back of the rectory
woke them. They could
smell smoke in their house,
situated in the shadow of
the high, stone foundation
church. Firemen were on
the scene when the two
men went outdoors. “We
discovered that there was
more to the fire than
smoke,” Rev. Manne said.

The two priests removed
parish records from the
rectory in anticipation ot
the possibility of the fire

spreading.

“The firemen did a
tremendous job,”” Rev.
Manne said. “They were
very orderly.” Firemen
wanted to break the
church’s stained glass win-
dows to get at the flames,
but broke only ordinary
windows, he said.

CGaping holes in the roof
of the church lets daylight
fall onto a floor and pews
covered with pieces of
burnt roof and other fallen
debris. No part of the
church stayed dry during
the attempt to extinguish
the fire.

Ontario Fire Marshal's
Office investigator John
McKenzie shook his head
vesterday when asked if he
had ruled out any causes of
the fire

PGH births

Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Tuzky of 87 Robert Street
West, Penetanguishene are
pleased to announce the
birth of a baby boy, born
Dec. 21 weighing 8 lbs. 7'
0ZS.
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; Chez Henri :
= For a Delightful Food Experience B
i Open 7 Days a Week =
= Mon. - Sat. 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Sun. & Holidays 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. g
§ ° New Breakfast & Lunch Menu B
= ® Dinner Menu *Fresh Fish* our Specialty =
L FREE Non-Alcofiolic Beverage £
= When you bring us this ad at Chez Henri =
[ 118 Main St. (at the Hotel Brule) i
£ Penetanguishene i
= Valid until January 31, 1987 =
h---------------------------J

GROUP BENEFITS
NOW AVAILABLE FOR
.INDIVIDUALS THROUGH

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

.......

.......
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BONNIE SHERIFF
Agent of Record

STU GERVAN
Agent of Record

512 Hugel Ave.,
Midland, Ont.

926-9345

Group Insurance Plans that include Dental
THE KEY IS THE GUARANTEED PLAN.

and

INVESTIGATE: It would pay you to find out more
Commerce Group Insurance Plan.

" For individuals in business who meet plan qualifications.
4 and under full ime employees require 100% participation.
Over 4 employees require 75% participation.
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GROUP INSURANCE PLAN

e Life Insurance

e Accidental Death and

Dismemberment

e Dependent Life

PLANS

e Disability Income Insurance

« DRUG AND DENTAL

about the Chamber of

of the week

1/2 Price| |

Specials | |
Week of

Dec. 29 -
Jan. 3 .f.

Elegance Studio
Wrapping |

Paper
Reg. $5.99
6 Rolls
Special

$3.00

Tyesil
Wrapping
Paper
Regular $2.49

10 Rolls '
Special |

51.25

Elegance Studio |
Wrapping

Paper
Regular $5.99
3 Rolls - 200"’ |

Special |

°3.00 | |

Tyesil

Stick on

Bows
Regular 99¢
20's
Special

00°

Limited Edition

Gift Wrap

Regular $4.59

4 x 192" Rolls
Special

52.30

Assorted
Boxed

Christmas
Cards

All 2 Price

QUALITY, SERVICE.
& DEDICATION

JORY'S L.D.A. .
PHARMACY |

526-2781

264 King St., |
Midland |




