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Forest Fire Prevention Is You.
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stir coals and drown your campfire dead out.

Make your campfire safe

There's nothing like a
campfire. In fact, many peo-
ple say a campfire is the
best part of outdoor living.

But campfires are also
one of the main causes of
forest fires in Ontario. On
average, 1,500 forest fires
are started every year in
Ontario. And eight out of 10
of these are started by per-
sons carelessly using camp-
fires, cigarettes or matches.

Even experienced
campers and fishermen can
accidentally set off a
destructive wildfire. But
this doesn’'t mean vyou
should be afraid to build a
fire to paniry your next
shore lunch, or to keep you
warm at your campsite. It's
possible to enjoy a campfire
without risk by paying at-
tention to weather condi-
tions, and knowing and ap-
plying the fire safety rules.

The first question you
should ask vyourself is
whether conditions are
right for a campfire. There
are times of the year when
it doesn't make sense tc take
the risk, no matter how

Local school

poem
contest

Primary school children
across Ontario are being en-
couraged to participate in a
poster and poem contest
dealing with the subject of
forest fire prevention,

Forest Fire Prevention is
You is the theme of the con-
test, which is being pro-
moted through schools and
boards of education.
Children are being asked to
design a poster and write a
short accompanying poem.
The posters are expected to
deal primarily with the
careless use of fire.

Judging will be carried
out in four categories,
grades 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 and 7-8,
based on artistic ability,
originality and design, and
poetic message. Entries will
first be judged at the
district level, with winners
advancing to regional judg-
ing. Final judging will take
place at the provincial level.

Winning entries will be
reproduced for use as fire
prevention posters across
Ontario. Provincial winners
are expected to be named
by early June of this year.

careful you think you are. If
it's hot, dry and windy
there's a good chance that
sparks from a fire will blow
into the woods igniting the
underbrush.

Another thing to ask
yourself is whether a camp-
fire is legal. When the forst
fire danger is high, or a
number of forest fires are
already burning in the area,
the Ministry of Natural
Resources may declare a
Restricted Fire Zone.

The restricted area will
be marked by orange and
green signs, and an-
nouncements will be made
on the radio and in local
newspapers. In a Restricted

Fire Zone, campfires are

not allowed for any reason.

When you've determined
that conditions are ok to
build a fire, the next step is
choosing the site. If possi-
ble, pick a site that is close
to water and keep a full con-
tainer of water beside the
fire at all times. If you are
not near water, then make
sure the campfire site is
away from dry grass, trees

and shrubs.

Prepare your site careful-
ly. Build on bare rock if you
can. Otherwise, clear a two-
metre area around the site
by digging right down to the
mineral soil. This will pre-
vent the fire from igniting
leaves, pine needles and
peat on the forest floor. It
will also eliminate the
possibility of the fire
spreading underground and
popping up elsewhere,

Before starting the fire,
make sure you have enough
wood on hand. Many fires
become wildfires when
they're left unattended
while someone looks for
more wood. Start the fire
with kindling, adding larger
pieces as needed.

Many people believe they
should ring their campfire
with a circle of stones. But
in fact, stones will not likely
contain a fire and could ac-
tually protect or hide lef-
tover embers allowing them
to flare up later.

Another rule of thumb in
building a safe fire is to
keep it small.

Fire Prevention
is You!

A message from the
Wasaga Beach Fire Department

Help Prevent
Forest Fires!

Midland
Public Ultilities

Commission

926-9361
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Wildlife
implications

When forests burn, trees
are destroyed. The damage
caused by wildfires in On-
tario's forests, however, ex-
tends far beyond the
number of trees lost.

Fire causes social disrup-
tion when it endangers a
community. Disruption of
commercial transportation,
highway, and rail and air
service can be very expen-
sive. Destruction of vast
scenic vistas can wipe out a
local tourism industry that
depends on healthy, green

forests, sparkling lakes and
rivers, abundant wildlife
and fishing. The disruption
of wood supplies to local
mills can be a severe
economic blow to a com-
munity.

Sweeping wildfire can
also cause large-scale ero-
sion. Rainfall running over
barren, scorched earth car-
ries silt and ash into lakes
and rivers, which may
damage water quality and
fish stocks.

Wildfitres also kill young
trees - the forests of tomor-
row. And the fires can
change a forest of valuable
timber into a forest of in-
ferior ‘‘weed’’ trees.
Repeated fires can prevent
a new forest from starting.

We all know that without
trees, we wouldn't have the
paper and wood products
we use and depend on every
day in the home and work
place - products that range
from facial tissues to fur-
niture to newspapers.

In addition to the com-
merical, recreational and
ecological impacts, forest
fires also result in major
firefighting expenditures
every year. Ontario i1s now
committing close to
$35-million annually to
forest fire control.

OXY-MED

A wildfire a raging inferno

SAFETY

(Formerly Allied Fire Safety - now under new ownership)

Special Offer

for

Fire Prevention Week

11.2%

ON ALL

HURONIA FIRE

5

DISCOUNT

FIRE EXTINGUISHER SALES,
RECHARGES & SMOKE

DETECTORS

Offer Good Until April 30th/86

on over counter sales only

SALES &
RENTALS

Division of Oxy-Weld Ltd.

* Oxygen Concentrators

Apnea Monitors
Medical Oxygen

&
* Respiratory Equipment
* Fire Extinguishers

156 John St. Barrie

-24 Hour
Emergency-

-Service-

7126-0351

Al Wi i .

Complete in Stock

e Lumber ¢ Plywood ¢ Panelling
e Hardware * Electrical ®* Plumbing
Suppines

Store Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-4
200 Third St., Midland
526-2264

WYE MARSH

WILDLIFE CENTRE

Admission: $1.50 adult

$ .75 student/senior

$4.00 family
*No Charge to Members

TOUCH & BE TOUCHED

BY NATURE

‘Hwy. 12 (5 km east of Midland)

526-7809




