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Testimony will begin
Thursday morning in
the Supreme Court of
Ontario in a case which
could set a precedent for
all minority groups
across the country.
The law suit 1s that of
Jacques Marchand, a
LLafontaine resident,
versus the Simcoe
County Board  of
Education and the
Province of Ontario for
equal rights of the
French language
students in the Town of
Penetanguishene.
According Marchand,
the suit was instigated
after a group of parents
of the French language
high school in Penetang,
LLe Caron, went to a
number of government
officials asking for help
to upgrade the facilities
of the school built in
1980, which thev felt
didn't satisfy the needs
of the students or the
hopes of the parents.

Unable to get any
support for the con-
struction of a gym-
nasium, cafeteria, or
workshops for the
school, the group
started looking a little
deeper into the problem.

The group thought the
answer to their problem
came.in 1982 when the
government enacted the
new constitution which
included the “‘The
Charter of Rights and
Freedoms'' for all
Canadians, but ac-
cording to Marchand
the charter could not
provide tangible im-
provements to the
situation.

He said they were told
repeatedly by various
federal ministers, ‘‘we
gave vou a constitution,
use it"’, so after con-
sulting with other
groups in the province
and their lawyers, they
decided in the spring of
1983 to take the case to
court.

Although Marchand

says the i1ssue started
out as a cry for more
facilities for the school
which, presently buses
their students to Ecole
Secondaire Penetan-

guishene Secondary
School to use their
facilities, the Lafon-

taine resident says it is
now an issue of ‘‘are the
french entitled to the
same services in our
own language and in our
own facilities as the
majority’’.

Marchand also added
that the group is going
right to the heart of the
problem facing the
education of fran-
cophones throughout the
province and anywhere
else outside of Quebec.
As a result of the shared
facilities with the other
high school in the town,
students do not receive
the level of education
required today and in
the future, unless they
become assimilated into
the mainstream of the
majority, according to

Marchand.

Although the name on
the lawsuit is Jacques
Marchand, the
management consul-
tant, says there are a
number of people and
groups behind the fight
which is questioning
section 23 of the Charter
which deals with the
language rights in
Canada. He adds his
fight is on behalf of all
french residents in
Penetang and the
surrounding areas who
want to educate their
children in French.

Support is also to
come to help pay for the
court case according to
Marchand, wAIn
December of ‘81, the
Minister of Justice and
the Secretary of State
implemented a program
to help those people in
Canada bringing to
court constitutional
cases, "' said Marchand,
““and in September of
1985, the present
government revised the
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French rights fight is going
to Ont. Supreme Court, Dec.

scope and amount of
funding given to ad-
minister such cases and
we have been told the
federal government will
see that we get back the
basic costs as a result of
the case.”

One of the major
supports of Marchand’s
against the
province and the school

board will be a report
released by the Council
on Franco-Ontarian
Education which called
for the abolishment of
all ‘‘mixed’’ high
schools in the province.

According to Mar-
chand, the report which
describes a number of
problems for the French
speaking population In
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Penetanguishene
Winterama Committee
met on Tuesday Nov. 26
interested
in attendance.
Huronia Quota Club

with new
people

will be taking on the
responsibility of the

Souvenir Winterama
Buttons and $1,000 draw
this year.

These buttons will be
onsale within the next
week in time for
Christmas giving, at

outlets in

Ontario in all facates of
the educational system
came at just the right
time.

Marchand adds the
report can do nothing
but help the case that
will open Thursday
morning in Toronto
because all it does i1s re-
inforce what the lawsuit
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Christmas giving for a
price of $5 each.
Remember the hat
collectors thalt are on
your Christmas list.

These hats are a
limited edition In
commemoration of

Winterama '86.
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provide our students
with these kinds of
experiences in the years
[0 come,

The Band Parents’
Association has been
wonderful in its support
and fund raising ac-
tivities for the purchase
of tuxedos for the band
members. These should
be on display at the Dec.
8 concert. You will find
the look striking.

There are three bands
at ESPSS this year: the
Concert band, the
Junior or Grade 9 band,
and the Stage band.
From these three
groups vyou will hear
every style of music:
marches, pop tunes,
musicals, waltzes, and
rock, some old favourite
dance charts and some
driving big band jazz.

I encourage you to
come out on Sunday and
show these musicians
that all their hard work
iIs appreciated. They
are a fine, dedicated
group of students and
we are proud of them.

Junior Band

Julie Morrison, Liz

Lockhart, Mike Serafin,
Mike Morrison, Danielle
Dupuis, Jo-Anne Fin-
ney, Tawndee Gruber,
Natalie Quealey, Cindy
Wright, Noella Haskill.
Stage Band
Allan Limoges, Jeff
Sherk, Mike Morrison,
Mike Serafin, Natalie
Quealey, Gisele
Desroches, John
Limoges, Jeff Mason,
Dawn Lockhart, Noel
Lesperane, Jennifer
D’Aoust, Kathryn
Marchildon, Cindy
Wright.
SEMESTERING
AT
ESPSS

After studying the
concept for the last two
years, ESPSS 1S
changing 1 ts
organization from a
traditional approach to
a semestered format
beginning in September
1986. By doing to ESPSS
joins approximately 60
percent of other
seconday schools in
Ontario which are
already semestered,
and becomes the 1i1th
secondary school in

increase of 3 credits for
students following a
general level program,
a decrease of three
credits for students
following an advanced
level program.

In either case, 1t
appears likely that most
students will be in a
position, by June 1988 or
1989, to graduate with
an Ontario Secondary
School Diploma (OSSD)
after 4'> years in high
school. While we at
ESPSS will never en-
courage a student to
leave school with a
minimum number of
credits, we recognize
that in reality, many
will opt to do so, esp-
cially since several
colleges and univer-
sities are moving to
mid-year admission.
Also the lure of work
and wage-earning
possibilities for a full
term prior to post-
secondary registration
is attractive to senior
students.

This note is simply an
introduction to the idea.
I will provide all parents

Sign tells the story

This sign on the front door at HDH tells the story.
It was placed after symptoms of a flu like bug was
detected in the hospital and visiting was curtailed
especially in the surgical wing. Yesterday, a
hospital official said, things were starting to
improve although what caused the illness has yet
to be officially determined by health officials.

hats again this year,
Michelle Gouett is
chairing this venture.
These Winter Hats will
be red in colour with
white peaks and black
logos. They will go on
sale within the next
month just in time for

a bigger and better
Winterama Weekend in
1986,

Anyone wishing to
help the Committee can
call the Chamber or join
in the Committee
meetings.

_ A quiet (sorta)
=8 month for town

law-makers

The month of December will be very quiet for
Penetanguishene’s Town Council with only three
meetings to be held before the new year.

According to Clerk Yvon Gagne, because Mayor
Ron Bellisle will not announce the new committee
structures until the inaugural ceremony Monday
night, the four, Standing Committees of Council
which usually meet during the first week of every
month will not get together until January.

Heritage Penetanguishene will hold its regular
monthly meeting tomorrow evening at 7:30 in the

Town Hall.

The town’s Planning Advisory Committee has
also scheduled a regular meeting for Dec. 16, at
7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

The final meeting of the month will be held on
Dec. 23, at 7:30 p.m. At this time the new council,
elected last month, will get together officially for

their first session.
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