Convention memories of six Liberals

“Very

MURRAY MOORE

Simcoe North Liberal
Riding Associalion
delegales 1o the Liberal
leadership convention, a
majorily of whom
supported the man who
placed second, Jean
Chrelien, have returned
from Ollawa.

Six of the delegales
lold 'hiss newspaper
what 1t was like 1o be a
delegate on the con-
vention floor, and their
thoughts abou!l (he
elected leader, John
Turner, and aboul Jean
Chretien.

DAVID HAIG

Youth delegale David
Haig, a studen! al
Midland Secondary
School, described the
almosphere of Lhe
convenlion as very
intense. Mos! of the
l.iberals in Ottawa for
the leadership con-
venlion were there for
their first convention,
he said. “‘It was hard to
keep on top of things,"
especially during a vole.

The Jean Chrelien
supporter said that he
had heard beller
speeches by his choice
for leader. ‘The speech
by John Rober!s was the
bes! Haig had heard him
make.

John Turner during
his speech on Friday
was confiden!, Haig
said.  Turner did nol
make a mistake. His
speech could have used
more emolion,

Haig thinks that
Liberals will pull behind
their new leader,
whelher they voled for
him or not.

ALLAN MARTIN
Former Toronto area

MP Allan Martin, an
aclive Chretien sup
porter, believes Jean

(‘hretien emerged ‘‘a
winner of a sort."”
Martin expects that
Chretien will have to be
offered a ‘‘very senior"
position, because of his
high profile, and his
“lremendous’’ following
within the parly, “I
expect he will be deputy
prime minislter or
something."

Martin thinks the non-
elecled delegales
preferred Turner
because he was the
“safer quantity.” The
accountant predicts the
Liberal Parly will win
the nex! election with
Turner, and would have
done so with Chretien.
The voters, Marltin said,
will choose the Liberals
after they “look al the
potential things they
will run into if they elect
Mr. (Brian) Mulroney,
Mr. (Sinclair) Stevens”
and the Conservatives.

Chretien and the other
losing leadership
candidates had to battle
five years of image
building around John
Turner. ‘“The odds were

against anyone bul
Turner 1n so many
ways."

The race was belween
“two  horses," Turner
and Chretien. *“Thal
was one of the dif-
ficulties.’”” Martin said
he 1s ‘‘quite com-
fortable’’ with Turner
as Liberal leader.

JOE BLAKE
Joe Blake, a lawyer in
Midland, was one of the
lwo delegales from

North Simcoe who
reporledly voled for
John Turner. Blake
wen! to the convention
withou! having made his
choice. Turner, who he
favoured, won Blake's
vole with his speech on
Friday.

Blake says he knew
what both Turner and
Chretien would say. Bul
he wanted (0 hear the
platforms of the five
other candidales.

The Liberal gathering
was nol as dramalic as
the las! Progressive
(‘onservalive leadership
convention, Blake said,
but he still found atl-
lending the convention
0 be impressive.

“*Can Chretien do 11?
We didn't really know
until the results of the
first ballot were
released.”

The bigges! surprise,
Blake said, was how
poorly Don Johnston,
John Roberts, Mark
MacGuigan, John
Munro and Eugene
Whelan did in altracling
voles. Chretien’s
chances would have
increased in proporfion
[0 the number of voles
the five minor can
didates allracted, Blake
said.

“Turner will help us
gel our economic legs
underneath us,”” Blake
said. [Liberals are
socialists, bul social
programs such as
medicare and mother’s
allowance have 10 be
paid for before they are
introduced, he said.

BARBARA MARTIN

jarbara Marlin, a
working  housewife,
found the ‘‘whole
process’’ of elecling a
parly leader ‘‘jusl
fascinating.”

““By Salurday af-
ternoon I think nobody
knew how close things
were, until after the
first ballot.”’
“Excitemen! was a high
pitch with both Turner
and Chrelien parlisans
thinking their candidale
was close 1o victory, she

said.
Barbara Martin
worked 1n the Turner

camp al the convention’

on compuler printouts.
Several hours before the
first vole, the resulls of
Turner group research
Indicaled Chretlien
receiving more voles
than he in fact did,
Turner fewer voles than
he did, and Don John-
ston fewer votes than he
received.

Martin is positive that
Turner will be able lo

make a favourable
impression on the
(‘anadian public,

despile the impression
given by the press, she

says, that Turner is
conservalive, and
unemotional.

CAROL BAKER

Carol Baker, an office
administrator with the
Midland Chamber of
Commerce, and a
Chretien supporter, is
reserving her opinion on
how effective a leader
John Turner will be.

Baker believes thal
the majorily of
delegates voted for

Turner because they
believed that, with
Turner, the Liberals
could win in the Wesl,
and that it is lime for an
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English speaking prime
minisler.

Chretien’s speech on
Friday was the besl of
the seven speeches, she
thought. Baker has
heard Chretien make
superior speeches, but
on Friday ‘“‘he did well.”

John Roberts’ spoke
well also, she said.

CARL MANSHART

Carl Manshart, a high
school teacher,
described being a

Imhpre

FRAN FERGUSON

Jean Chretlien - 1365,
Don Johnston - 192, John
Turner - 1862."

“*Jean Chrelien - 1365,
Don Johnston - 192, John
Turner 1862."

lona Campanola,
president of the
(‘fanadian Liberal Parly
announced 10 bring to a
close Leadership 84, the
Liberal leadership
convenlion. A huge
cheer wen!l up to greel
the new Prime Minister,
John Turner.

As well, lears were
shed by many delegates
who supported the other
six candidates. The
long hours of work had
nol elected their can
didate. All that was left
to do was to shift their
suppor! to Mr. Turner in
the Iradition of the
Liberal Parly. No
malter how hard the
batlle during the
campaign, once lhe
numbers are announced
they have traditionally
moved into line behind
lheir new leader, as a
democracy diclales.
The baltle is over, its
lime 10 work logether.

The convention
evoked slrong emolions.

I marked the
relirement of Pierre
Elliot Trudeau, a man
who had ruled this greal
land for 16 years. This
excepltional person
evoked a strong love -
hale relalionship in all

delegale 1o lhe
leadership convention
as ‘‘very liring, very
hectic, very hol, and
very exciling.”
Manshart, the Simcoe
North Liberal Riding
Association president,
expecls that his can-
didate, Jean Chrelien,
will be offered a very
prominen! position in
the nexit Liberal
government!, ‘‘hopefully
depuly prime
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Canadians. His record
slands for ilself lhe
consltitution, the

Charter of Rights and
the maintenance of
(‘anada as a slrong,
united nation. His
fairwell speech was
perhaps the mosl
eloquant of his career,
moving everyone
presenl. Il made you
proud to be a Canadian!

Nine delegales from
Simcoe North attended
this convention. Of
these, seven supported
Jean Chretian - a man
who captured the hear!
of the Liberal Parly and
{wo supported our new
leader, John Turner.
For the seven Chrelian
supporters il was a
greal  disappointment
nol 1o have him elected
but they were assured
that he will hold an
importan! position in
Mr. Turner's new
governmen!, as he
moves 10 reform the
Liberal Party.

Reform was one of the
main platforms of all
the candidates. Mr.
Turner was elected on
this issue and hopefully
he will be able to bring
new ideas and people
into the party to bring
renewed enfhusiasm
and zest as they ap-
proach the very difficult
problems of our age.

A leadership con-
venlion is a microcosm
of our whole democratic
process. Young and old,

strong
because he is s0
respecled and liked,
while he won't be prime

considerable

minister.”’
Chretien placed a
second. and

will have
influence,
Manshar! said.

The exciling part of
the convenlion for
Manshart was the move
by four of the five
candidales after (he
first ballot to one of the

minisler, he

rich and poor, people of
every walk of life, every
religion, creed and
colour come together 1o
choose a leader for their
party. Il was exciling o
watch the workings of
our syslem of govern

Ilwo remaining leaders,
Turner and Chretien.
(Don  Johnston also
stayed on the ballot.)

A delegale in the
crowd didn’'t have the
advantage of walching

Lelenlsion.  ani
benefiling from 1he
Information given by

reporlers and experts,
Manshar! said., but the
distant observer did not
gel lhe same feeling of
excilement as did the

from Leadership '

ment.
After waltching so
many vyoung Liberals

work so hard for what
they believe in, 1 fell
there is greal hope for
this counliry’s future.

It was over, the signs

tiring, hectic, very hot and very exciting ™

delegate standing on the
convention floor.

Chretien would have
done beller 1o speak in
his usual style, inslead
of reading from a
prepared tex!, as he did
during his speech on

Friday evening,
Manshart said. The
speeches of  John
Roberts and John

Turner were also rated
good by Manshart.

lay in disarray onthe
floor, and the chanting
had stopped as the
people presen! left (o
head home to plan for
lhe national campaign
that probably will come
lale this summer.

, il wish T had \l’eqk,l

a summer jok John T
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