Private Benjamin
Goldie Hawn at her best

by Terry Dupuis

Goldie Hawn gives what I consider to be the
best performance of her career so far in a new
comedv called Private Benjamin. Il even
lops her Academy Award performance In
Cactus Flower, as well as the memorable one
she gave in Foul Play.

Hawn first attracted attention on
lelevision's “‘Laugh-In"’ series back in the
LLate 60’'s. When thal series was cancelled she
made a successful transition into the movies
with Cactus Flower. Some of the other
movies she appeared in included Sugarland
Express and The Duchess And The Dirtwater
Fox

(zoldie Hawn's newest movie casls her as a
spoiled rich young woman named Judy
Beniamin. The film opens with a scene of
Judv’s wedding ceremony, but it turns out to
be a short-lived marriage.

Her husband dies of a heart attack on their
wedding night.

Judv is so distraught over this unexpected
turn of evenlts upon finding herself a widow so
suddenly, Lthat a smooth-talking army
recruiter convinces her that if she wants to
escape from her grief and do something
asefu} with her life she should join the army.

Recruiter
“Bul what if I find I don’t like it when I get
there?'’ Judy asks. ‘‘No problem,’’ says the
recruiter. “You just quit.”” He tells Judy that
it will be like a holiday for her;” and the
gullible voung woman takes his word for it.
Of course, after Judy Benjamin signs up
and arrives al training camp, she finds that it

is a whole different ball game.

Much of the humour in the film derives
from the fact that army life now is no dif-
ferent than it was in all those old movies we
used to see: it’s still boot camp, push-ups, and
strict discipline, except that now there are
women in the ranks.

Tribulations
Private Benjamin then describes the trials
and tribulations which Judy has to undergo in
adjusting to army life, as well as the army’s
(rouble in adjusting to Judy.

There are some hilarious moments in this
section of the film, especially in Judy’s en-
counters with the tough no-nonsense female
officer played by Eileen Brennan.

Goldie Hawn handles the slapstick and the
naivetv of her character superbly, being the
fine comedienne that she is. But her per-
formance is more than that.

She manages to capture the growing self-
awareness of the character. Private Ben-
jamin is basically a comedy, but it also is
about Judy Benjamin’s development as a
person and her growth to maturity. |

The director of Private Benjamin 1S
Howard Zieff, who is well-skilled in directing
comedv. Among his earlier films are Hearts
Of The West and the Walter Matthau-Glenda
Jackson comedy House Calls.

Students learn

by helping Terry Fox

\ rather novel and
rewarding wayv  of
coniributing o Lhe

Terrv Fox Maralhon of
Hope was compleled
las! week when students
of St John's school in
Waubaushene collec-
livelv ~ accumulated
enough miles, run on an
individual basis, Lo
cover the distance from

Thunder Bav (o Van-
couver B.C.
The idea began las!

sepltember, when 1l was
decided (0 combine Lhe

svimbolic geslure 1o
Terrv wilth some per-
sonal sacrifice and

dedicalion, The studenls
of the school would run
the distance that Terrvy
was not able lo complele
due to being afflicted by
d4 new calicer.

The nupils were asked
lo run the block where
lhe school i1s silualed
and a record was kepl of
their disltance com-
pleled Incenlives were
also provided, such as
cresls and badges In-
dicating the cumulative
distance c¢ach studenl
covered over lhe
rouchlv [(wo-month
period. Also, clubs were
organized which a
studen! could become a
member of by com-
pleting a presecribed
number of kilomelers.
For example, a 25 km
club. a 50 km club and so
on all the way up Lo a 200
km club.

Then Lhe dislances
were added up to lotal
the 3100 km required to
reach from Thunder
Bav (o Vancouver.

Students

Of the four students
having run more than
150 km, one, Michel
Pivalo covered more
than 200 km on his own.
He was the top runner al
the school. The other

hree students in the Lop
calegorv were: Eileen
Dovle Kulhy Craddock
and Dwayne Charron,

In addition (o their
svmbaolie run for Terry
FF'ox. each studenl al the
school wrole Terry a

letter and a leller fmm"‘

lhe school was sent (o
him as well.
Furthermore, a
special mass was held
last Friday at St. John's

Gt neir #e th T
Wanbhaushene, lo
honour and pray for
Terrv Fox.

The mass was of-

|'}5§'i:||!‘{i . by Falher

|

GGerard McGuinnis and
was allended by pupils
from St. John's school
and bv some cilizens of
Waubaushene.

The mass included
several  songs of
celebration and also
saw a brief introduction

bv the school’s lop
runner. Michel Pivalo.
In his introduction

Pivalo said, “‘In today’s
Imass we are celebrating
lhe courage of a young
man who means very
much to us. In times of
doub!. we think of Terry
FFox and we will nol give
up. "’

THANKS FOR YOUR
CONFIDENCE
PENETANGUISHENE

| would |i

tothank

all those who supported
me in Monday’s election

Page 10, Wednesday, November 12, 1980
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Sincerely
'Bob Cascagnette

[l was very evident
from other words and
pravers offered al the
mass that the students
of St. John’s had learned
a greal deal aboul the
magnilude of Terry
Fox's accomplishment
through their individual
svmbolic achievemenls
and there is little doubl
lhe lesson will provide a
source of future
reference and strength
in times o come.
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The man in the stetson and the wide
smile is Deputy-reeve John Lackie of
Tinv Township who was returned to
another two-year term in office

Monday night,
Maurice,
backeround.

That’s Clerk Guy
returning officer, in

TOTHEELECTORS OF
PENETANGUISHENE

Your confidencein m

is sincerely apprgchgt

Ken Tannahill

TOTHEVOTERS OF
PENETANGUISHENE

| would like to express

my sincere thanks to those

who votel] for me and

hel mpaign.

| will &deavour to do work

WITHthe people of Penetanguishene in my new position as mayor.

Many Thanks
Ron Bellisle




