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Musician

Seventy-seven-year-old Charles Scott, of Elizabeth
Street in Midland, has been playing music for 65 years.
His talents have taken him through many phases—
from providing background music to silent movies, to
playing in symphonic orchestras. Presently, Mr. Scott

Charles Scott played violin
during silent screen era

Moviegoers in the last
five years have witnessed
radical changes in the
films they wateh. Rapid
technical advances in
Hollywood have tran-
sformed movies from
something that is seen,
into something that is also
heard. Movies are now
billed as having such
audio delights as *‘Sen-
saround’'’ and
stereophonic  soundtra-
cks—features which
completely bath  the
onlooker in the sounds of
crashing buildings, ex-
ploding bombs, and ultra-
amplified rock concerts.

If you ask Charles Scott
of Elizabeth Street in
Midland, however, he’ll
tell you movies haven't
always been that way.
Chances are, in fact, that
he’ll tell you about the
days when he was part of
a pit orchestra which
provided the only sound to
movies in a London,
England cinema.

Certainly one of the
mosit interesting of the
area's many musicians,
Mr. Scott has been ac-
tively playing music now
for 65 years. His talents
have taken him to dance
bands, symphonic or-
chestras, small informal
ensembles, and duet acts.
Presently, part of Mr.
Scott's active musical life
involves the yet em-
bryonic Huronia District
Band, of which he is a
founding organizer.

But it was in front of the
flickering silent screen
that Mr. Scott began his
performing career. After
some lemporary work in
British dance bands, Mr,
Scotl, at the age of 20, was
hired by a friend working
for Fox films, to play in a
four piece band at a south
London movie house.
Playing viclin in the
ensemble, Mr, Scotl and
band provided

various silent films that
appeared in the theatre.

This, says Mr. Scott,
was one of the most en-
joyable of his musical
experiences. The band
had a repertoire of tunes,
designed to match the
mood of different scenes
in movies. An up tempo
number would be brought
out when there was lots of
action on the screen.
During love scenes, the
band would call on its
stock of soft, romantic
ballads—ballads which,
according to Mr. Scolt,

sometimes lost their
ethereal tinge due to an
overzealous piano player.

The advent of the talkie
spelled the end of Mr.
Scott’'s movie house

“eareer. But, fortunately,

as the silent film industry
was petering out, the
dance craze of the late
1920's began to boom in
England. So for eight
years, Mr. Scott played in
dance bands, performing
such popular styles of
music as the Charleston
and the Foxtrot. He and
his violin would travel to
different London clubs
and dance halls, per-
forming in several bands.

Gradually, says Mr,

Scott, he tired of the
dance circuit.
“After I'd had about

eight years of that, it got
to be a little much. We
would be playing four or
five nights a week, and
doing the same thing each
time. You pget a little
bored, you know."

So Mr. Scott dropped
out of the dance or-
chestras, and began
playing in his spare time
only. He took a fulltime
job, and in 1941, moved to
Canada, settling in
Hamilton,

There Mr. Scott began
working for the Singer
Sewing Machine Com-
pany, and at the same
time began serious
playing once again.
During World War II and
until he and his wife
moved to Midland, Mr.
Scott played with the
prestigious symphony
orchestra in Hamilton—
an orchestra which he
claims, had some of the
best musicians of the day
In ils ranks.

A few years later, Mr.
and Mrs. Scott moved to
Midland. Since he has
been in the area, Mr.
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A reporl prepared tor
the Simcoe County Board
of Education has in-
dicated that declining
enrolments in elementary
and secondary schools
will affect the Midland
area more than other
parts of the county.

Presented at Wed-
nesday night's board
meeting in Barrie, by
Superintendent of
Planning and
Curriculum, Dr. Roberl
Thomas, the report
suggests that while
enrolments will decline
generally across the
county 1n the next seven
years, schools in the
Midland peninsula area
will not experience a
diminishing decline rate
predicted for the latter
years of the period,

Emphasizing that
predictions contained in
the report may not
necessarily take 1into
accounl unforeseen
changes in enrolment
patterns, Dr. Thomas

said that nonetheless, he
feels it indicates a shift in
school enrolments that
will affect education In
the county.

Al the county level, the
reportl forecaslts a
decrease ,4in enrolments
for 1978 dnd 1979. During
1980 and 1981, it suggests

that enrolments will
begin to climb slightly,
but by 1982 will have
begun to decline once
maore.

Area Three of the
Simcoe County school

district, which comprises
the Midland peninsula
area, will nol experience
the slight upswing in
enrolments predicted for
1980-81, the report states.

In secondary schools,

the report forecasts a

general province-wide

et L5 9 : decline through th
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Scott estimates that he
has performed on a
regular basis in eight

different bands, and on an

informal  basis. in
countless groups. In
Midland he also began
giving music lessons,
although he savs he
rarely accepted money
for his services,

Since moving to the
area. Mr. Scott has been
involved in various town
bands, including ones in
Midland and Victoria
Harbour. Five years ago,
al the age of 72, he began
learning how to play the
clarinet, and it is that
instrument on which he
performs mostly now,
although he is quick to
pull out his 35 vear old
violin and play a tune.

Al the moment, he
plays in two groups: the
Barrie City Orchestra,
and a senior citizen's
band in Balm Beach.
When the Huronia
District Band begins
performing in the sum-
mer, the 77-year-old man
will be playing in three
groups on a regular basis.

Amazingly spry for his
age, Mr. Scoll says that it
IS his, active interest in
music that has kept him
fit .

“If some youngster
asks me if he should take
music lessons, 1 always
tell him yes, because you
really appreciate being
able to play when you gel
lo my age,”” he explains.

Besides the violin and
the clarinet, Mr. Scotl
also plays the accordian,
the piano, guitar, man-
dolin, and recorder. He
says he likes lo sing too,
breaking into lyrics he
wrote for the well-known
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PROFESSIONAL

Dry Cleaning

AT OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES
COMPARE

Plain Dresses

Pants & Slacks

Men’s 2-pce. Suits

*2.40
%135
2.70

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

WAGG'S

Laundry &
Drycleaning Co. Ltd.

Staff photo during the last two vears

of this period, the report
goes on to suggest.

Area Three will also see
a continuing decline
through the seven-year
period, although 1t is not
expected that the possible
slight Increase in
enrolments predicted for

Homecoming''. Two
other parts of the county

summers ago, Mr. Scott,

backed by the now-  Will affect the Midland
defunct -  Midland-Pene- . 4rea..
tanguishene Citizen’s Dr. Thomas says thal

Band, sang the song at a the predictions conlained

concert, given at the in hi* reporl are based
Mental Health Centre in upon enrolment (Irends
Penetanguishene. experienced in the lasl

Iwo years. It does not go
any turther than 1985 in
its forecasts, because, as
Dr. Thomas puts it, “*to go
beyond that, is virtually
meaningless because
trends can change so
quickly.”

Mr. Scott says he is
looking very much for-
ward to the forming of the
new Huronia District
Band, a group which he
says “‘the area needs very
badly.’”” Area music
lovers will be able to see

Mr. Scott play with the He suggests that the
band beginning this main effect of the
summer, and most predicted enrolments
certainly for many decreases will be a

performances, after that. surplus teacher problem,
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“You deal
personally
e | with the

specialist preparing
your tax return

at H&R Block.”

When you come into one of our offices, a
trained tax expert will take the time to un-
derstand your personal tax situation while
preparing your return. To dig for the facts.
To try to save you money. At H&R Block,
we are income tax specialists.

HéR BLOCK

THE INCOME TAX PEOPLE

517 Dominion Ave.
Next to Post Office

Open 9a.m. - 9 p.m. weekdays, 9-4 Sat.
Phone 526-3001
OPEN SATURDAY-

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

and bus transportation
difficulties caused by
lesser concentrations of
students in rural areas.

He said the surplus
teacher problem could be
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dealt with by relocating
teachers throughout the
county, and upgrading
qualifications so that
teachers could be tran-
sferred to different
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from

teaching levels.

“Our hope is that actual
lavoffs won't oceur,
assuming of course, thatl
there is a willingness on
the part of teachers lo
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' Declining enrolment will affect Midland: report

view of the teaching
profession, but we have to
realize that we're a lot
better off than most other
areas in the province,”” he
added
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- OF MIDLAND

Tues

Store Hours

Wed Thur
9:30 am 5:30 pm.

Fri.9:30 am. 9p.m '
/X

Sat. 9:30 am. 5:30 pm
Closed Mondays

22

<

King St.
Midland Town Centre
526-2271

Friday, February 24, 1978, Page 3




