An elegant ghost of the past stands on the
corner of King and Bay Streets in Midland.
Today the venerable old building, erected in
1882, houses a taxi stand, a bowling alley and a
barber shop.

Al the turn of the century it was the Preston-
Playfair Store - the place to shop in Midland. It
was a complete department store, full of all the
things that Midland's growing population needed
for a gracious life

W.E. Preston came to Midland with his
parents from Port Hope in 1881. As a boy, he
clerked in James Freeborn's grocery store and
later in F.W. Jeffery's General Store. In 1889, he
launched his own business on King Street, jusl
south of Hugel

[t was in 1893 that he went into partnership
with James Playfair in the magnificent building
known as the Burton Block near the waleriront
A handsome building, it stood three stories high
and the roof was decorated with fanciful gables
Elaborale stone work decorated Lthe front door
The display windows on Bay Streel are emptly
now, but one may still admire the decorative
leaded glass panels that enhanced them

Behind the store (where the Canadian Tire
store now stands) were the stables where the
delivery rigs and horses were housed.

In the summertime, Preston-Playfair
operated a floating store aboard the “Midland
Queen.'’ The growing summer population up the
shore found Preston's a reliable place to pur-
chase groceries and other cottage furnishings

The lower floor on the northern side was where
groceries were sold - everything in bulk. Old
limers marvel al the huge rounds ol cheese,
from which the clerks would expertly carve one
pound wedges. Large canopies shaded the

sidewalk outside, where fresh produce, boughl
from local farmers, was offered for sale
store one

Elsewhere 1n the could buy
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Centennial scrapbook

Playfair’s ‘the’

place to shop

fashionable women's clothing, furnilure, car-
pets, and warm woolens for the children

Preston's toy department was a particular
delight - especially at Christmas. Mary Smith, a
long time Midland resident, remembers the year
the toy department floor caved in.

“Sanla came down the chimney and there was
such a rush of people, crowding over to see him,
that the floor collapsed. And there was I, slan-
ding on the brink of an enormous hole. 1 can
remember the mothers running down King
Streel. their aprons still on - to see if their wee
ones were safe. Mercifully, no one was seriously
hurt."”

Preston’s delivered, and if the housewife
wasn'l home the bill was added to the family
account. On payday, accounts were settled up in
the store's office.

Everyone shopped at Preston's. It was, after
all, a day's journey to Toronto. And there was
another reason. Those men who worked al
Playfair's Mills got part of their pay packel in
scrip which was redeemable al the Preston-
Playfair store

There were (wo fires at the store, and even-
tually the top storey was removed. Later,
Canadian Department Stores (Eaton's) look
over part of the building, but Preston's
Marketeria continued to do a lively business on
the lower floor,

In the late forlies, the fine old store closed.
W_E. Preston the founder was dead, and his son
Alec who had carried on the business was getling
on In years

What is left of the handsome old building has
been changed and altered almost beyond
recognition, but on a back wall on the bay side of
the building a ghost from the past still lingers
Painted on the brick wall is “Preston’s’ - the
only place to shop in Midland at the turn of the
century
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Starts Friday February 24th

the furniture sale featuring
luxurious and exciting things . . .
at remarkable savings. It's our
annual anniversary sale. Bedroom,

diningroom, occasional tables and

accessories plus televisions,
stereos, appliances and carpeting.

If you love beautiful things for

your home, now is the time to

shop Fqleys. Shop early for best
selection, credit terms are

available - all prices include

delivery.

Police investigate three major accidents

Midland police in-
vestigaled three major
molor vehicle accidents
over the weekend, Lhe
first of which occurred
Friday. February 17 at
inlersection of King
Street and Yonge Streel
Easl.

The two vehicle mishap
occurred al 4:45 in the
afternoon and involved
cars driven by Elizabeth
Smith of Port MeNicoll,
and Arnuff Beuller,
Midland

According to police, the
Beutler vehicle was
slopped on Yonge Streel
Easl, preparing Lo turn on
to King. The driver of an
unidentified truck waved
the Beutler car on to King
Streel, and it was sub-
sequently sideswiped by
the Smith vehicle, which
was travelling north on
King Sireel.

No charges have been
laid in connection with the
accidenl, The Beuller car
sustained $100 damage,

and the Smith car, $400
damage.

Failing to Stop

An  RR1 Midland
woman has been charged
by Midland police with
failing lo stop al a stop
sign following a lwo car
accident which occurred
at 12:15 a.m. Saturday al
the intersectlion of Fourth
and Bay slreets.

Police say that a car
driven by Theresa Wright
collided with a vehicle

Vasey news

by Eleanor Edwards and
Mrs. Harold Graham

Sympathy is extended
to the family of the late
Mr. Graham Jones who
passed away suddenly
last week, Mr. Jones was
a member of this com-
munity in his early years.

Birthday wishes to Mrs.
Ted Vasey who celebrales
her birthday this month
on the day that isn't.

Just a reminder to
reserve June 3 for the
annual Vasey United
Churech auction sale.

Already quilts are being
pieced and
being made

Trentway

many plans

Tours

Easter Weekend
Special to Nashville
Depart March 23, 78
Evening Departure

|
March Break
Daytona Beach
9 Days

Depart March 17, 78
Night Travel

Daytona Beach
11 Days
Deparf March 17, 78
No Night Travel

St. Petersburg

11 Days
Depart March 17, 78
No Night Travel

EFordetsils contact
Huronia Travel Service
526-7848

0O.K. Johnson Travel Lid.
526-4201

Elmvale
Huronia Travel Service

l 322-1505

FOLEY'S

Collingwood

rurniture
sqle

Highway 26 East, Collingwood 445-0661
Open Daily 9 to 6, Thursday and Friday 9 to 9

Live in Collingwood but need a drive out to the showroom eee Call us!

F.'.. 8, Wednesday, FEbr"ar" 22, 1978
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Bob Jones of Guelph
spenl the weekend with
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Jones
and family.

Visitors during the
weekend with Mr. and
Mrs. Alvah Stewarl were
Mr. and Mrs. Craig
Stewarl and Amanda,
Janel and Madeline
Stewart all of Toronto.

Mr. and Mrs. Ted
Vasey visited on Sunday

with Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Drury and family of
Crown Hill,

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred
Faint of Scarborough
were weekend guests of

Mr. and Mrs. Ken
Robinson.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter

Dunn and family visited
with Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Edwards for the
weekend.
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==

NOW IN ELMVALE

o(Car rentals
®Truck rentals

We try
harder.

DON HOCKEN
FORD SALES

322-3121

driven by William  $300 damage. travelling westbound on
Edmonds of Midland. The There were no injuries. Yonge Street and was
Wrighl car was Icy Roads lurning into a private
proceeding along Bay Icy roads have been  drive when it was hit from

behind by an auto driven
by William MagLoughlin
of Victoria Harbour.

blamed for a two car
accident which occurred
Saturday allernoon on

Street, and the Edmonds
car was travelling south-
bound on Fourth Street

when the accident oc-  Yonge Sireet, opposite No charges have been
curred. Third Stireet. laid in connection with the
The Wright vehicle According to police, a  accident.

Bolh cars sustained
$400 damage in the
mishap.

sustained $800 damage in  car driven by Michael
the mishap, and the W h e ]l a n o f
F.dmonds car received Penetanguishene was

RETAIL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BAYFIELD
iMALL

BARRIE

Fetail and professional space
iIsavailable inunits of 500 sq. ft.
to 10,000 sqg. tt. at excellent terms.

EXCELLENT
LOCATIONS

FOR:

Ladies Wear
TV and Appliances
Candy Store
Photo Studio

ORILLIA
L& miles

CITY OF

MIDLAND 5
26 miles

«— Highway 26 27

COLLINGWOOD
30 miles

Baylield St Hardware

Optician
Furniture
Millinery
Sporting Goods
Medical-Dental Offices

Stationery and Business Equipment

BAYFIELD

L BARRIE

mngu'm
BO miles

Join the team of successful retailers
including Miracle Food Mart and the Canadian Tire Store

in Central Ontario’s largest mall.
ENQUIRE TODAY!

For complete information, call:

WILLIAM BUCKLEY, MANAGER

Barrie (705) Montreal (5141
7126-76312 282-1155

Toronto (418)
270-0330

WELCOME

The Employees of

Dexter~-Lawson
Products Limited

(Cambridge)

These employees and their families have good
reason to smile . . . they have the best preven-
tive demal plan available today. Everybody
agrees good teeth are one of the most impor-
tant factors in good health. The Blue Cross
Dental Plan 7 was designed to provide basic
dental treatment to group subscribers includ-
Ing such services as examinations, fillings and
x-rays, through extractions and anaesthesia.

To

Dental Plan7

@ “As your Ontario Blue Cross
representative | am pleased to
add my personal welcome, and
look forward to serving you
along with the many others in
this region already enjoying
the protection of a variety of

a Blue Cross Plans

Graeme K. Hingston
659 King Street East, Suite 208. Kitchener, Ontario
N2G 2M4  (519) 578-4700
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ONTARIO

BLUE CROSS

A DIVISION OF THE ONTARIO HOSPITAL ASSOC!ATION
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