enaissance group concerned about literature in Ontario high schools

by Shirley Whittington

A new Renaissance
may be in the making.

Four years ago,
Reverend Ken Campbell
of Milton, Ontario
became concerned about
what was being taught to

his children. When the
high school his
voungsters attended

permitted four members
of the Gay Liberation
movement from
McMaster Universily to
address the students,
Reverend Campell took a
decisive step.

He mortgaged his home
in order to raise money
for the formation o f
Renaissance. Now
Renaissance has com-

mittees all over Ontario
and across Canada, and

Reverend Campell 1is
currently involved In
extending it 1n-
ternationally.

Mrs. Betty Reade is a
Toronto
representative, and she
says the group i1s con
cerned with the literature
provided for students in
highschool English
courses. ‘I don't like to be
specific about titles,” she
said, *‘because that is just
dealing with a symptom,
but one book which
caused a big furor was Go
Ask Alice. (In diary form,
Go Ask Alice tells about a
16 vear-old girl who un-
successfully fights drug

Renalssance-

ddcuwen, dna eveniuany
dies of an overdose. It is
couched in typical
teenaged language, with
occasional four-letter
word lapses.)

Mrs. Reade continued,
“They have thrown out all
the good things. 1 don’t
know why they want to
give our kids just the
seamy side of life without
offering them any hope or
beauty.”’

Renaissance leaders
are also concerned about
the philosophies of sex
education being taught in
public high schools. “‘For
instance,”’ said Mrs.
Reade, “‘they talk about
birth cont rol but they

don’t talk about moral

guidance.”

In Barrie, James
Cotter, a teacher at the
Military Institute at Base
Borden, and the father of
eight children has been
actively involved in
Renaissance. He says,
“l don't care whal they
give them to read in the
high schools, but why

can’l they keep it clean?
only
H ow

My daughter is
sixteen vears old.

can il be useful for her to
read about explicit sex,
trends toward sadism or
perversion, and other
bizare subjects, written in
four letter words?"
Cotter 1s indignant
because the language and
images presented in some
books in high school are
“not acceptable’ in most
Canadian homes. ‘‘In
fact,”" he says, ‘‘lhe
teachers probably
wouldn’t speak to their

own children in, those
terms. Why should they
be forced on sixteen vear
olds?"’

One of the aims of
Renaissance is lo make
parents aware of whal
kind of malerial is being
used in high school
English study courses.
“The kids don't tell their
parents what's going on.

But when parents find
out, they react,’” said
Cotter

Cotler cautioned the
Times against portraying
him or members of
Renaissance as “‘a bunch
of red-necks’’. He added,
“But our Kids are cap-
tives. Why can't schools
keep to a norm that mosl
of us respect?”

Sex, perversion, dread

Cotter gave some
examples of some of the
material used in schools
which Renaissance finds
objectionable. ““There’s a

book called Fifteen
Canadian poets which
contains references to
explicit sex and per-
version. Duddy Kravitz 1s
studied in some schools,
and the language used in
that book is unacceptable
in most Canadian homes
There are Leonard Cohen
poems which deal with
dreadful things done to
the Jews over the ages
Why should those horrors
be forced on the head of

sixteen vear olds?"
Cotter paid tribute to

Dr. Ramsay and Dr.
Fisher of the Simcoe
County School Board.

“They are good men, and
they run very good
schools, but we want to
bring their attention to
the material that is being
used in our schools.”

Mr W.F Brown,
principal of Midland
Secondary School said
that Renaissance had

only come to his attention
a week and a half ago,
and as yet the group had
made no specific ap-
proach to him or to his
school.

At present, books
available for study at
MSS include Duddy
Kravitz, One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest, Who
Has Seen The Wind,
Fifteen Canadian Poets,
Catch 22, and A Jest of
God.
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Ancio pins Hack

Alderman Sam Ancio pins a buttonier
on Town Clerk Bill Hack at the town

Ceremonies at the affair, the town’s
Christmas present to its employees and

dinner commitiee members

Legion

Seniors
get

presents

Senior citizens of Tay
Township residing in
Penetanguishene's
Georgian Manor will
receive an annual
Christmas present from
the municipality shortly
Tay Township council
passed a motion to send
each of the township's
citizens residing in the
senior establishment In
Penetanguishene a $10
Christmas present

The practice,
Town ship clerk Wall
Lumsden said, has been
carried out for years.

| think moslt
municipalities engage In

held Friday at the Midland

Ancio presided as Master ol Staff photo

Underwood
Broadioom
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Wake to music or alarm. One hour sleep switch,
24 hour wake-up system, power/off indicator. LED
time display. 3'%" dynamic speaker. Measures 10"x 314"

X 9%’

3545-391-6
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Colourful, quality Christmas wrapping paper for your
gifts in six and fourteen roll sizes. You'll never buy it for
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the same recognition of less. I::
their senior citizens,' 6 ROLL SIZE 14 ROLL SIZE 9
Lumsden said

26"'x 360"
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26"'x 700"
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GENERAL ELECTRIC
“SURGE OF STEAM" ?

STEAM/DRY IRON |

varue-packen CHALLENGER
22-PC.3/8" DRIVE SOCKET SET

7 CHECK
THESE PRICES

5650-459-36 2650-315-12
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Facoised ! AND COM PAREI’ HERE'S WHAT YOU GET: 8 regular sockets, 10 . Y. Y. TN The light weight and work-saving performance will
corie -t metric sockets, one ratchet, one spark plug socket, - surprise you. You can steam or dry iron at the touch of a
MOTORCOACH one 3 extension, one red metal tool box. A button. Polished, aluminum sole plate, fabric guide, heel
Tours to: AT OUR BARRIE STORE ggangp:;i: ?U”lt Ideal gift for the man of the house rest. Blue Mist colour styling. 3840-570-6
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$630. per person twin

THESE ARE ONLY A FEW OF THE MANY,
MANY MORE INVENTORY CARPETS

Depart: Every Mon.
Jan. 30 to Mar. 20 .7 1978

(Inclusive)

““":'I‘: S Can Supply Carpet and Install for ONLY .
(Evening [l:‘;uﬂuu:c | 9 9 - o4 ;
e 32 0 Youve got to believe in Elmvale:

REC-ROOM

5169

Based on an area
of 180 sq. ft.

Additional carpet if
needed
only B9c sq. ft.

LIVINGROOM
& DININGROOM

4 ) b

Based on
25 sq. yds.

Additional carpet it
needed $11.75 sq. yd.

Depari: Mar. 17 7 78

11 Day
(Morning Departure)
(No Night Travel)

$350. per person twin
Depart: Mar. 17 7 78

ST. PETERSBURG

11 Day
(Morning Departure)
(No Night Travel)

$365. per person twin
Depart: Mar. 17 /78

Elmvale Lumber Limited
Eimvale 322-2841

HOME! "~

Midland:

Midland Home Hardware

Coldwater:

Coldwater Home Hardware

For details contact
Huronia Travel Service

Barrie 728-0899

0.K. Johnson Travﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂdﬂ - Nﬂrth Bar[ie F’_laza
Ltd. 526-4201 Newmarket 898-1800 - Markham 294-4440 830 Yonge Street 526-4361 COIdWater 686'3375
Eimvale Main St. 1ZMcCowan :
Huronia Travel Service & Davis Dr. Just N. Hwy. 7
: 322-1505
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