Authentic look takes time at Ste. Marie

by Terri Howell
When most people want
to reshingle a roof, they
merely go to a building
supply store and buy
asphalt shingles. When
Dave Hudson has to
reshingle a roof, he has to
find a supply of elm bark.
Why elm bark? :
Dave Hudson is the
maintenance supervisor
for Ste. Marie Among the
Hurons. In order to keep
the site as close to what it
must have looked like 350
years ago, elm bark
gles must be used.
!\?ave says he started
w¥ing to find a supply of
elm bark a few years ago

knowing it would not be
long before the roofs
would need reshingling.
He had two criteria in
mind :one—the tree had to
be alive before il was cul
down and two-the tree
had to be cut down for
some purpose other than
getting the elm bark off of
it.

Finding the trees was
not easy. The ones in our
area of Ontario are
almost all dead now,
because of Dutch Elm
disease. The bark from
trees stricken by the
disease is useless since
decay has already set in.

Finally with the help of

the Ministry of Nalural
Resources, Dave
managed to find a supply
down near Cornwall. In
that area “Dutch Elm
disease has not hit as
hard,” he says. Through
the ministry Dave got the
names of loggers and
bush workers thalt were
cutting down elm trees
along with other trees.
Since the bark is waste
anyway, he negotiated for
it
Problems

The next problem was
invenling a way Lo
remove the bark so il
would look like it did 350
years ago and so it would

Fred Hacker will seek
national PC position

Fred Hacker to run for
National P.C. Party
executive

Fred Hacker, a
Midland lawyer, is a
candidate for a prominent
and important position
on the National Executive
of the Progressive
Conservative Party of
Canada.

The North Simcoe P.C.
Association announced
this week that Mr. Hacker
is seeking election to the
position of National Vice-
President for Ontario. In
that capacity he would sit
on the National Executive
and also on the 6 member
Executive Committee of

Chairman of the Student
Union. He majored Iin
Political Science. He then
attended the University of
Toronto and received a
Bachelor of Laws degree.
He was called to the Bar
of the Province of Ontario
with Honours in 1973.
Mr. Hacker has been
active in community
affairs in Midland. He is
President and a founding
director of the Huronia
Branch of the Canadian
Red Cross Society. He is a
member of the Midland
Rotary Club and serves
as Director responsible
for Community and
Vocational Services. He is

Federal Election he was a
fund raiser on behalf of
Dr. P.B. Rynard, M.P.
for Simcoe North.

[ 1974 he was elected to
the Riding Executive for

Simcoe East Provincial

Association. In 1975 he
served as Campaign
Manager for the Midland
area in the successful re-
election of Gordon E.
Smith, M.P.P. for Simcoe
[ast.

In 1976 Mr. Hacker was
elected 1st Vice-President

of the Simcoe East Riding

Association. He was also
appointed to the Ontario
Progressive Conservative
Organization Committee

be possible to put it on the
roofs without too much
trouble.

For starters, Dave and
two other men from Ste.
Marie wenl up to Perth,
Ontario, where there was
a supply of cut elms. Here
they worked out a method
of getting the elm bark
off .

““The bark can only be

removed when the sap 1s

going up the tree, which is
usually in June,”" says
Dave. This is when the
bark is loose and easier to
remove. At any other
lime of the year, the bark
is hetter adhered to the
iree.

The technique to take
the bark off uses different
tools than the early
French men and the
Indians would have used.
A chain saw 1s used to
“ring the logs' aboul
every 30 inches. The bark
is then cut the length of
the log. Dave and the two
other men that were in
Perth with him, invented
a chisel—like tool out of
an old car spring. This
chisel was worked under
the bark. The shape of i
allowed it to go part way
around under the bark
loosening it off the log,
Dave says the width of
bark pieces depends on
how well the pieces are
removed.

The technique was then
taught to the loggers thal
were cutting the elms and
they were paid for their

labour to remove il. Dave

says il is not unusual, now
that they have the
methodology down pat, to
get shingles 4 feet by 8
feet,

The Indians and the
early French seltlers did
not have the luxury of
chain saws, so they would
have used axes, ac-
cording Lo Dave,
However, like Dave and
the other men, they also
would have had to invent
a tool to get under the
bark to loosen it.

Care in handling

Once the bark 1s
removed 1t has lo be
immediately crosspiled,
Dave says the bark is
““just like rubber when it
comes off the tree’’. It 1s
very important that it is
stored flat. When il is
transported, once again
care must be taken Lo
keep 1t flat. Dave says
that if it curls up, it is
impossible to work with.

Half of the buildings are
bemng reshingled at Ste.
Marie this fall. That calls
for 22,000 square feet of
elm bark. Dave says the
elm bark that is on the
rooves now has been
there for 14 years.
Modern shingles, by
comparison, last about 15
years,

The bark is put up in
much the same way as
modern shingles are pul
up. No more than half of
the shingle 1s exposed lo
the elements. The dif-

ference between 11 and
modern asphalt shingles
is the thickness. Accor-
ding to Dave sometimes il
takes four or five-inch
spike to nail it to the roof

As much as possible,
nails made at Ste. Marie
over the course of the
summer are used lo
replace the bark.
However, it will be
necessary lo use some
modern nails.

Ste. Marie has two full
time maintenance car-
penters. Dave says when
they came to Ste. Marie
they almost had to learn
carpentry all over again.
He says there is 350 years
difference between their
carpentry methods and
the methods used in the
days of the French and
the Indians. He says in
some cases, carpenters
that come to work for
them have to learn Lo use
axes. For the sake of
speed, the carpenters will
often have to develop
methods of doing things to
make it look like 1l was
done 350 years ago.

Up until the time that
Dave found the supply of
elm bark the roofs were
only patched. None of
them had been
reshingled. Dave says he
does not know where the
original bark came from
14 years ago, or how il
was removed from the
irees.

The person doing 1t
then, left no records

Scalmg the roof

Workman at Ste. Marie Among the Hurons busily take
off the old elm bark shingles and put on the new ones.

The old shingles have lasted for 14 years - the same

length of time an asphalt shingle can be expected to
last. This fall half of the buildings will be reshingled
using the elm bark.
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