Bookworm

The Quints: the compelling drama of Canada’s international stars

by Shirley Whittington

Pierre Berton has
another winner in The
Dionne Years, a well
researched and superbly
organized account of the
early life and hoopla
surrounding the Dionne
Quintuplets—the five
little girls that put
Callander, Ontario on the
map.

Berton estimates that
the Dionne sisters were a
$500 million asset to the
Province of Ontario in the
middle thirties. The
Quints, at the height of
their popularity were
international stars of the
first magnitude—and the
stars came to Callander
to see them. Bette Davis
made the trip, and so did
Alexander Woollcott.
Amelia Earhart made the

their playground.
Affects of isolation

How did this isolation
affect the children®

Berton’s book details
the guardianship and
financial arrangements
that were made after the
Quints’ birth. He also tells
of the intrigues that went
on behind the nursery
walls, and the growing
reft between Dr. Dafoe
and the children's
parents.

Dafoe, who caught the
imagination of the world
as an overworked, un-
pretentious and om-
niscient country doctor
who cared little for
money is revealed as
racist, demanding,
publicity-seeking and

certainly not penniless.

He made a small fortune
from his association with
the famous babies.

The Dionne Quintuplets
were brought up very
much as royal children
are and in 1936,
everybody thought they
would live like royal
children for the rest of
their lives. It never oc-
curred to anybody that
some day they would
have to go out into the
world, unprotected and
unescorted. They were
never taught the simplest
of household skills. They
had no idea of money
management. Their
social skills were non-
existent since they played
only with each other.

They were reunited
with their family when

they were nine years old,
but found themselves
unable to relate to a
totally foreign en-
vironment. When the five
finally left home, they
fared no better.

Emilie suffocated to
death during an epileptic
seizure in a convent near
Ste. Agathe. Marie, after
a disastrous attempt to
run a flower shop,
separated from  her

husband. She began- to
drink heavily, and died
alone in her Montreal
apartment of a blood clot
on the brain.

Cecile, Yvonne and
Annette still live in the
Montreal suburb of St.
Bruno. Cecile works in a
supermarket to support
her children, Her
marriage has failed, as
has that of her sister
Annette, who lives a

YOUNGER LOOK
FOR DRY SKIN!

Dry skin is an awflil liar! It
makes any woman look much
older than her real age. When
you rid vour face of skin dryness
and its deceitfulness, vou im-
mediately look vounger than
vour birthdays are even willing
to admit. If yvour skin is really
dry and Haky, and uncomfor-
table under make-up, take
immediate steps to raise its

applications,

moisture level and lubricate its
surface effectively. Then, reap-
praise vour appearance. For
un-failing results, COCREMA
Dry Skin Creme actually
disposes of dryness symptoms
with two or three all-night
while vou
sleep. COCREMA contains
the purest grade of select cocon
butter.

meagre life, supporting
her four children on the
monthly interest from her
trust fund.

Yvonne never married,
and lives a hermit-like
existence with her only
outings consisting of trips
to the local library where
she does volunteer work.

Pierre Berton's The
Dionne Years is an
enormously readable
book, which is full of the
flavour of those
depression times. For
those who are too voung
to have experienced
“Quint fever,” the book

will provide a glimpse
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into the wunsophisticated
thirties.
who drove miles to see the
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famous babies, or who the Dionne Years will
were encouraged to keep make fascinalting
scrap books of the Quints, reading
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We will clean, press, finish
:evitalize them. Free pick-up & delivery

Laundry &
WAGG’S D?;jc?e;ing Co. Ltd.

Available at Over-Inventory..

ARCADE PHARMACY

Midland

BAY PHARMACY Penetanguishene

Here's What You'll
Find In The Selection !

® All Drapery Sizes,
From Short to Long
Lengths

® Fine Fabrics,
Including Easy-Care
Acrylics, Fiberglass,
Cotton Hopsack And
Dry-Cleanable
Fabrics

PROPLAN]] BUILDINGS LTD.

18 ALLIANCE BLVD.,
BARRIE, ONTARIO

Quality Farm, Equestrian, Industrial Structures

® Floral patterns,
modern designs,
open weaves,
casement styles,
traditionals and
MORE !

Free Estimates
Plans
Engineering
Company Crews
Written Warranties
Competitive Pricing
Custom Design
Work

Horse Stables
Riding Arenas

A moneymaker

trip too. five weeks before
her ill fated round-the-
world flight.

The very survival of the
little girls was a miracle,

If you're planning to build,
youll be involved with

® Don't Miss This
Chance to "Window
Shop" And SAVE !

311 hirltlhf!;h'ﬂf Neres0 tiny Land availability @ Planning Ezgv
at all five were kept in a i e Landscaping . .

butcher's basket, covered 8/ Lopstiuctio ping Beef
with heated blankets in Poultry

Equipment Storage
Industrial Buildings
Pre-engineered Steel
@ Renovations
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front of the wood stove.
Dr. Dafoe, insisted that
they not be handled for
the first few days after
their birth, and that the
temperature inside their
padded basket be kept
constant and high. This e
sensible advice R
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We do it all.

SYMCON BUILDINGS LIMITED
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Barrie, Ontario L4M 4/1
(705) 726-7428
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The rupture with the
rest of the family began
x shortly after their birth.
The rest of the Dionnes
were banished to the
upstairs of the storey and
a half farmhouse. The
downstairs was hurriedly
organized into a nursery.
Four months later, the
babies were moved into
the specially built Dafoe
Nursery, and their gold
fishbowl existence began.
Although their own
parents had limited ac-
cess to them, visitors by
the millions filed past the
window that looked out on

E'RE BACK
with
40,000 Watts

After the tragic plane crash September
7, we returned to the air in less than a
day.

__Monday thru Saturday

SPEED QUEEN

Built better, to last longer

WASHER

3 cycle—-210 degree Arc-0-matic transmission,
automatic floatation rinse, lint removal,
full 2 year warranty on all parts. 10 year
transmission warranty
DRYE Mul icyclP drying selections.
giant in-door lint screen.

automatic drying cycle, full 2 year warranty on
all parts, 5 year warranty on PFrmcniP drum.

HITACHI

6” COLOUR TV
FINAL WEEK

We are offering many extra discounts
on various items throughout the store.
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WHALE OF A SALE PR!EE

26397

Whale of a Sale
priced from

1655 3

Several styles in stock, sit-in comfort during the day, sleep-in ‘

comfort at night, sturdy hardwood construction, sgring $319 05

Ql_led mattress, nylon cover, reversible foam cush:uns from

Large mirrnr. choice of reg. or single spindle headboard and
footboard. solid drawer fionts. gold trim. also available
in dark pine finish

WHALE OF A SALE PRICE

$36995

But we had limited power.

Now we’'re back with a robust 40,000

watts, and look forward to a quick
return to our full power of 100,000 .
watts.

THANK YOU listeners,
for your understanding

and patience
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210 degree Arc-0-matic transmission
warranty 10 year, wash & spin, 12 pounds
of clothes at a time, 2 years parts

warranty $259 95
W1

Furniture & Appliances
13 Quest Robert St. West
Penetanguishene 549-2191
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