‘Ontario Flying Farmers’ descend en masse on Huronia Airport for sit
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Just arrwed at Huroma Airport

Doug Wilcox, president of the Ontario Flying Farmers
and a Tay Township resident greets Grant Harrington
as he alights from his Cessna 180 at Huronia Airport
last Sunday. Harrington, an Arkona resident, and his

[f vou noticed more
buzzing in the skies over
Midland than usual last
Sunday, you can resi
assured that it wasn't an
Invasion at least not a
IIJI.':IIHHI One

[t was simply a fly-in

for members of the
Ontario Flying Farmers
a month, get
together for a lunch and
chat in one Ontario city or
town. This time it was the
turn of Midland and Doug
Wilcox, president of the
Flying Farmers
association

Threatening skies and
turbulences in some
regions of the province
did little to deter the avid
flvers, some of whom flew
In Irom as lar away as
Windsor and London

‘We just flew right
above 1l about 6,000
feet,” Grant Harrington
lold a worried host
Wilcox

‘Couldn’t see much till
we got just about wup
here,”” Eileen Harrington
volunteered, re-iterating
the less than perfect
flying conditions

But in the end upwards
of seventy flying farmers,
their wives and children
boarded the bus com
missioned by the Far
mers' president to take
them to his 88 acre Tay
Fownship home. Loaded
onto the bus too were
hampers for the ‘pot-luck’
lunch and special boxes
and containers which
would later reveal sweet
delights baked by the
Flying Farmers' teens for
the bake sale they would
be holding later in the
afternoon
Farming not pre-
requisite

The term
armers 1S

who. once

‘Flying
actually a

trifle misleading - being
an active farmer is not a
pre-requisite to joining
this group of flying
families and their
magnificent flying

machines. Although by
tar the majority of the 600
Ontario Flying Farmers
are actively engaged in
tilling the land or animal
husbandry, commercial
airline pilots and avid
flyers who may never
have been closer to
farmland than from the
air make up an estimated
20 per cent of the mem-
bership

Ontario’'s flying far-
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Midland area.

Mers first banded
together 14 years ago
when an airline pilot (who
farmed on the side) and

two high flying farmers
formed the first of whal
would grow to six flying
farmers chapters iIn

family were among more than 70 flying farmers from

across the province who flew or
association’s monthly ‘fly-in’, held this month in the

motored to the

Staff photo

are 4l
Flying

Canada. There
international

Farmers chapters now,
Mexico, the

one 1n

Canadian group and 24 in
the USA, mecca of
recreation flying in North
America and
headquarters for flying
farmers. Ontario’s flying
men will get together in
Barrie this September for
the 14th Ontario Flying
Farmers convention, a
convention which, Wilcox
says, will be attended by
upwards of 300 of the
dedicated Ontario flying
farmers.

Although socializing at
conventions and the
monthly fly-ins is  the
major raison d'etre for

Flying Farmers,
members do take an
active interest in

promoting flying safety
programs and assisting
the Department of
Transportation in setting
up new regulations for
recreational and com-
mercial flying. Unfor-
tunately, says Wilcox, the
Ontario Flying Farmers
brief on bilingual air
traffic control (the OFA is
opposed) fell on deaf
ears. "‘But we do take an
active interest in what
problems and solutions
the DOT is working on,”
he adds.

‘Land it’

For the ladies in the
OFA there’'s a ‘ladies
land-it’ training program
which will teach hesitant
co-pilots how to solo an
aircraft, take-off and land
it with a

Pile-up behind high school
results in $225 damages

(Causing a distrubance
Two men were charged with causing a distrubance
by fighting early Sunday morning after an incident on

No one was injured in a pileup in the rear of
Penetanguishene Secondary School in the early hours
of Saturday morning.

Penetanguishene Police were called to the scene of
the accident at about 3:30 a.m. They found two cars
involved, one driven by Guy Desroches, of Concession
1, Tiny Township near Midland, and the other driven
by David Legault, of Oshawa. Desroches' car
sustained $125 damage, while there was $100 damage
done to Legault's car.

Main Street

Roland Buttineau, of R.R. 2, Highland Point, and
John Stewart, of Toronto, were found fighting in front
of the Olympia Restaurant at 1:15 a.m. Sunday.

The investigating officer was Constable Brady.
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No charges were laid as a result of the accident,
which was investigated by Constable Michael Brady.
Hit and run
Penetanguishene police apprehended a hit and run
driver Saturday, after a car was hit in the town dock

area.

The accident occurred at 11:20 p.m. Saturday, when
a car driven by Alfred Desrochers, of 8 Harriett Street
was struck, causing $200 damage.

An investigation by Constable Bernard Maracle
revealed that the driver of the other car was Brian
Dusome, of 30 Peel Street. His car sustained $300
daniage. No one was injured.

Dusome was charged with failing to remain at the
scene of an accident.

Tired of Slaving?

still Washing
The Old Way?

We'll do your wash
the EASY way. With
the newest machines
Try us. We're tast

. efficient!

Established =\
over 71 years F
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GARY E. FRENCH

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

S pleased to announce the removal of his office

for the practice of law from 41 Queen Street West in the

Village of Elmvale to

31 Queen Street West

In the Village of Elmvale, effective August 1st, 1977.

Box 549,

Fimvale, Ontario.

LOL 1PO (705) 322-3000
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516 Yonge St., Midland 526-5436 |

FUTURDO NO. 23
wrist brace

Wrap-around elastic with
velcro closure provides
adjustable support for
weak, strained wrisls

Bay
Pharmacy Ltd.,

88 Main St.,
Penetang

| 549- 2555

‘land-it’ cer-

tificate at the end to prove
they've mustered any
hesitations. And the OFA
also actively supports and
promotes an Annual
Proficiency Test (APT)
which insures each pilet
keeps up to date on his

flying skills. This
program is offered over
and above the annual

license renewal test each
flyer must undergo.

Safety in the air - and
fun on the ground - that
could easily be the Flying
Farmers' motto. The
monthly fly-ins are so
popular that many flyers
who cannot gel into the
air because of adverse
weather conditions will
drive-in rather than miss
the day ‘hangar flying’,
as members call it.

“We're the most family
oriented group you ever
came across, says a
pleased Wilcox, pointing
to the dozens of small fry
and teens who've “ac-
companied their parents
to Midland. *“We have a

Very active teen
organization today
they're having a bake
sale, next month (in
Campbellcroft) they're
going to wash air-
planes....""Funds from

these ventures go to the
annual teens’' dance and
to the parent organization
in the USA which keeps
flying teens in touch with
each other. A few have
even caught the flying
bug and have taken out
their pilot’s licenses at
the ‘ripe old age’ of 17.

Wilcox himself has
been flying since 1960 but
didn’t get his own plane, a
vintage Piper Pacer, until
1970 and then joined the
Flying Farmers in 1975.
He built his new Tay
home with flying friends
in mind - the five
bedrooms would ac-
commodate a lot of
visitors if weather proved
unsuitable for take-off."
We always bunk at each
others houses,” he ex-
plains. ‘It saves money."

Right now Wilcox is
also in the process of
constructing a 2,200 foot

AN INTERESTING EVENT

July 27 -

28 - 29

See china florals being
made & figurines painted
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private runway which, if
he can get the grading
and seeding finished this
fall could be operational
early next spring. The
flying bug has really
caught him - “I bought
the property with that in
mind!"™ It'll make getting
to and from monthly fly-
ins all the easier - and
faster - for this flying
farmer.

Your firm

needs
Q new

facili
Sho % you

L 1Build?
L lLease?
[ IBoth?

We'll show vyou
how we can plan
and construct your
new plant, |
warehouse, or
retaill facility with
Armco Building
Systems to cost
you thousands of
dollars less to heat

and cool than
inferior types of
construction

and thus improve
your firm’s profits. |
Call today for |
details.

SYMCON

BUILDINGS LIMITED

P.O. BOX 182
BARRIE. ONTARIO
LAM 421

(705) 72&?423 |
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LADIES

SUMMER PANTS AND
LONG DRESSES

50% OFF

WARDS

OF MIDLAND

295 King St., Midland Town Centre

526-2271

Open Mon. to Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Fri. to 9:00 p.m.

IT’"S BEDROOM FURNITURE TIME...

We have bedroom suites that are priced to please you and not to break you.
Whether you buy a whole suite or just one piece, you will save a lot at

!.

Maurice Furniture & Appliances

Save $45.00 on thls low priced modern suite in Crystal Walnut finish on hardwood
frame. Solid wood front drawers have interlocking sides, plywood

bottoms, metal pulls and smooth nylon center guides.
Bed includes head and foot board and steel side rails.

1) Double dresser & mirror 46 x 16 x 31" $111.95

2) 4-drawer chest 28 x 16 x 40" $60.95
3) Bookcase bed 54", 48" or 39" $67.95

4) Night table 18 x 14 x 23 $46.95

13 Ouest Robert St. West
Mon. Tues.. Thurs. Sat. 9.00 to 5.30

13°234.95

(not ill.)

5) Single dresser & mirror
36 x 16 x 31" $80.95

6) Triple dresser & mirror
54 x 16 x 31 $136.9

1) Panel bed
54" 48' or 39" $64.95

Meubles & Appare:[s

Furniture & Appliances

"The Home of Friendly Service”

Penetanguishene
Fni. till 9.00

949-2191




