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Ontario election ’77 review

Hard work, dedication of campaign
workers pa|d off says Gord Smith

aiting for results

Gord Smith and his wife Jean were
happy at the results being marked up on
the wall. The polls closed at 8 p.m. and

East.

by 8:45 p.m. it was fairly certain Smith
was elected representative for Simcoe

When all the balloting
is done the campaign
committee rooms is
where the party faithful
and the politicians head to

see if they make it or
break it.

On Thursday night a
crowd of about 30 well
wishers packed into the

Progressive Conservative
committee room on Hugel
St. to witness the election
of Gord Smith, M.P.P, for
Simcoe East.

Large color posters of
Bill Davis and the
Charter for Ontario
decorate the room and
quick nervous puffs on
cigarettes pass the time
before the results start

being phoned in.

‘““Are you sure the
phones are working
Fred?' asks Smith of his
Midland campaign
organizer Fred Hacker.

“It's only eight minutes
after eight Gord,” replies
Hacker.

Mayor Moreland Lynn
and Midland School
Board trustee John
MeCullough manned the
phones while Brian Parr
made quick calculations
on the adding machine.

The first result was
phoned in at 8:15 p.m.
bringing an expectant
quiet over the crowd
followed by a round of
cheers as Barb Hacker
marked up the result on
the wall.

Smith stood up in ex-
pectation as each call
came in and the cam-
paign volunteers told him
he might as well sit down
it was going to be a long
night. So he sat with rose
in his lapel, eyes glued to
the election results on the
television.

By 8:30 the results were
coming in fast and
furious,” *“‘Gord, it’s
looking good,” said one
worker.

HGive me a
tranquilizer,’’ joked
Smith.

By the time another 15
minutes had passed
Smith was leading by 556

votes in the polls of
Midland, Port McNicoll,
‘u’ictﬂria Harbour and
Tay Township with 75 per
cent of the returns in.

“It would appear from
the trend that I will be re-
elected,”’ said Smith. “If
so it’s because of the hard
work and dedication of
the campaign manager in
the Midland area, Fred
Hacker, along with many
people from the Midland
team has paid off,

“During the campaign I
tried to give honest an-
swers to questions and
statements raised and I
feel people here are
satisfied I have
represented them well in
the past ten years and
they're going to give me
the chance to continue in
the next parliament, said
Smith.

He was then whisked off
to the Orillia campaign
committee room where
he was officially declared
elected.

“The victory tonight is
your victory,” Smith told
the crowd. ‘“‘In this
election I've had more
people working for me
than ever before.

*It is evident to me that
people in this area prefer
free enterprise over a
socialist program.”

Smith went on to give
special mention to
campaign managers
Graham Card, Doug
Lewis, Fred Hacker along
with the women in his life,
Jean, his wife,, Norma
Burton, Enid Fair,

NDP campaign manager traces

defeat toopposition’s fear tactics

by Jeff Day
of the Orillia Wednesday
Nighter

The political flame of
NDP Roger Pretty had
been all but extinguished
by 9:00 last Thursday as
party supporters watched
the returns come in, in
Gord Smith’s favour.

The optimism that ran
so high in the weeks
preceeding election day
was transformed into
quiet dismay at around
8:50 when a CBC
television flash an-
nounced Gord Smith
would be elected.

Forty minutes later it
was all over. Gord Smith
and the Progressive
Conservatives were back
in power. Davis In
minority fashion and
Smith outpointing Pretty
13,814 to 10,196. Elinor
Bingham was third with
6,726.

After headquarter
workers had given up
posting results and
calculating the trends,
campaign chairman
Clare Wood attempted to
explain the double defeat,
that of Roger Pretty and
the other of the NDP
party as official op-
position. :

Wood said the major
reason for the NDP defeat
was due to the fear tactics
on the part of the op-

position.
“People are afraid of
what they don’t know.

They just don’'t want to
rock the boat,” Wood
said.

She explained that the
PC television ad-
vertisements brought
fear to the voters and that
was a deciding factor.

“When the Pocket
announced that we
(NDP) were very con-

fident, the people gnt
scared and turned out in

wter numbers,” Wood
sa

“We fought a good

honest campaign. We'll
be back.”
Pretty's wife, Pat,

suymmed up her feelings
 about the defeat.

“At least there is some
consolation. We can go on
our vacation to Austria."

This election made the
pC’s sit up and take
notice. They were afraid,
just look at the type of
aggressive campaign

they ran.

Before the final votes °

decided that there would
be another minority
government, Mrs. Pretty
was asked what she
thought of the possibility
of a majority Con-
servative = government,

“God forbid,"” she said.
“I'll feel even worse.
Even Austria won't look
Eﬂﬂdp”

Perhaps the futility of
the election was best
summed up when an NDP
worker told of what a
local resident had said
when asked what he
thought of the results.

“] was kinda' hoping
for Bingham, but if he
can't even look after his
wife, how's he going to
run the country?”

Tired but relieved

NDP candidate Roger
Pretty, looking tired but
somewhat relieved told
reporters after his defeat
Thursday that he was
proud of his campaign but

warned of the possible /

consequences a Liberal

Pat and Roger Pretty knew fairly early Thursday disap

opposition may bring.

Pretty told the Wed-
nesday Nighter shortly
after returning to his
campaign headquarters
on Laclie St. when the
final decision had been
made that, “It's very
unfortunate for Ontario to
have a Liberal opposition.
I believe that very
strongly. They're going to
have to live with it.”’

“Ontario was fortunate
to have the Ontario NDP
as its official op-
position. "’

“*The Liberals don’t
have the talent and ability
to run the opposition
properly.”

Pretty said that the
NDP opposition caucus
had a high level of talent
and its research depart-
ment was ‘“‘unequalled
anywhere.”

““There wasn’t a better
research department in
the country, probably the
best in North America,"
Pretty said.

Turning to his own
campaign in Simcoe

East, Pretty said *'I don'’t
feel any regrets at all.

The people made a
political choice. We
fought a solid,

reasonable, hard working
campaign.”’

““I still believe we could:

have done a better job of
representing the people
than the PC’s. I would
have enjoyed working for
them."

When asked if he
thought Gord Smith
would deal with the issues
presented in the cam-
paign, Pretty said, “No, I
think it will be the same
as before."

‘““It’s always been
difficult to see the NDP
squarely. It's going to
take time, but we'll do it.”
Pretty said.

When Pretty made his
thank you speech to his
supporters packed into
the South Ward Com-
munity Hall he received a
tremendous ovation. He
had nothing but praise for
his team, particularly,

It's all over

Dorothy Wright and
Eileen Sutton.
Clare Wood, Jack

Hawkins, Fayne Bullen
and his wife Pat.

His opening remarks
were, ‘‘I arrive here with
a keen sense of the ab-
surd,” (referring to a
description of his
character that appeared
in a local newspaper) “so
does this riding.”

*‘It is still unclear as to
where Simcoe East's
affections lie,"' Pretty
said.

“1 always said if we
didn’t win, it wouldn't be
our fault, Pretty joked.

“I wouldn't change our
campaign a bit. We did a
damn good job.”

The greatest com-
pliment Pretty received
came in the form of a
telephone call from a man
who met him personally
two years ago. It read in
part, “There is no way
Gord will get us off his
back. We'll keep at him
and at him. The NDP and
Roger Pretty have made
the working people
respectable.”

pointed about both Democrats and his own

evening that victory would not be theirs in 1977. Pretty showing and said he felt a Liberal opposition would not
said after pesults for the province were out that he was be good for Ontario.
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WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES!

Shimano” 10-speed gears Stem ITI-D.LTI.I.tEd shifters (, Safety levers )

Quilted racing saddle '

’/) Centrepull caliper

Mini fender brakes
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Kick stand

88

each

| Vulcan SP-10 26" racing bicycle

® Boys 21" orgirls’ 19" frames in bright racing colours!
® Full safety reflectors front and rear!

®?26" wheels; kickstand;rat-trap pedals and more!

27" dia. gumwall lll’ES

109%

Vulcan SD-10 27" racing bicycles

® Boys' 19", 21" or 23" frames; girls' 19" frames!

e "Shimano Eagle/Thunderbird” 10-speed racing gears !
® Centre-pull brakes with safety levers!

® Racing saddle; full reflectors; kickstand and mare!

e 24" Junior 10-speed

88

each

All the great features of our bigger SD-10 ra-
cing bilkes, but with a junior-size 18" boys’
frame with 24" wheels. In beautiful flame red,
just right for the younger racing and cycling
enthusiast !
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20" hi-rise coaster bike

® Boys' "Cherry Red" or girls’ "Hot Pink" 20" frames!
e Banana saddle for boys', girls’ "Huffy" style seat!

® Full fenders and chromed sissy-bar!

® Kickstand, reflector pedals and coaster brake!

3-speed 20" hi-rise blcycles

® Boys' or girls'! @ Steel frame! ® "Shimano” 3-speed
gears; trigger shift! ® Side-pull caliper brakes
for safety! ® Chromed fenders and reflector pedals!

e Complete safety reflectors front and rear!

® Boys' orange frame; girls’ blue frame!
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Where It's “‘Satisfaction Guaranteed''!
Highway 27, MIDLAND
OPEN:10a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday thru Saturday
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