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Control chemicals tested in Coldwater

Researchers review blackbirds’ study program with Iocal frers

tatives from the
University of Guelph, to
review what efforts are
being made to control the

by E. Lorraine Orr
Coldwater and area
farmers met this past
week with represen-

mMoney.
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serious influx of crop
destroying blackbirds in
Ontario.

Since February 1974
testing has been done by
several groups from the
university to learn how
the birds destroy the
corn, and how to prevent
it, The Redwinged Black-
bird is the main culprit
and all of Ontario is af-
fected, with the Cold-
water area being a "‘hot
spot’.

The researchers con-
ducted their experiments
in the Kent County-Lake
St. Clair area. A selected
field was sprayed with
corn kernels of which one
in every one hundred had

been treatea with Avitrol.
This particular chemical,
when eaten by the birds,
causes them to become
distressed and to vocalize
to the other birds thus
warning them away. The
results showed 21 per cent
of ears in treated fields
were damaged compared
to 33 per cent of ears in
untreated fields.

Another test field was
sprayed with a chemical
called Mesural which
contains repellent
properties. The birds are
turned away by the smell
and taste of the treated
fields. In this case the
treated area showed 8 per
cent damage and the
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untreated area 17 per cent
damage. It was also
discovered that bird
damage does not always
mean a yield loss. The
time the damage occurs
decides the loss of yield.
The blackbird prefers the
corn when it is immature,
when the damage is done
early it is found that the
remaining kernels grow
larger and kernel weight
does not decrease. Late
damage to mature ker-
nels brings about crop
loss. Following bird

damage, there 1s an in-
crease in mold and in-

sects which destroy the

remainder of corn.
Coldwater farmers

test spray
Several farmers in the
Coldwater area had

agreed to treat their
fields last summer. They
were required to pay for

the airplane and

chemicals used, the
average cost being $50.00
for one treatment.

Howard Hawke could not
see where the Avitrol did
any good. He asked why
the birds should go to the
ground for kernels when
there were so many
available on the cobs.
Bruce Durnford
distributed the Avitrol
twice by hand in a small
field. He could not pass
judgement in the results
but felt it was too ex-
pensive. Cecil Biggs
found the fields he
sprayed twice at a cost of
$100.00 were the worst hit.
Stewart Alderson un-
fortunately had rain
immediately after his two
sprayings of Avitrol.
David Gratrix also ex-
perienced rain but could
measure no difference

Du ncans honoured

Mr. and Mrs. David Duncan of Port McNicoll recently
celebrated their Diamond Wedding anniversary.
Family and friends honoured the Duncans at a
reception at the Port McNicoll Legion.
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between treated and
untreated. He felt it could
possibly be the variety of
corn.

During this testing
period the Department of
Natural Resources took
gun men into the swamp,
five different times. They
estimated 2200 birds
destroved.

The plans for 1977 are
for research teams to
come to the Simcoe area
where they will study the
breeding habits of the
birds; what areas
produce more blackbrids
and can they be reduced
in number. They also plan
a two year study of the
behavior to try and
discover why the birds
roost in particular areas
and what can be done to
change their cycle.
Research will also con-
tinue on chemical
repellents.

There is no magic wand
to get rid of the problem.
The only answer at
present is for the farmer
to learn to live with it if
l:hey can he cnmpensated

Wauba ushene team

Waubaushene Public

straight undefeated

School suc-
cessfully defended its
Georgian Bay Broomball
pionship this year. It was its second
season. The
players from left to right are (back

Bean,
Southern

Cham-

row) I{aren Putter Steve Bnrd Mark
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Robert
Glen Southern,
Tucker, Dennis Schneider, Bill Bird;
(front row) Sandra Ostertag, Sharon
Shierlaw, Steve Geroux, Robin Sallows,
Jeff Marshall and Susan Jones.

O'Connor,

Southern, Cathy

Rhonda
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Mldland Cambndge horticulturalists

exchange notes on spring garden swap

by Shirley Whittington

Midland Horticultural
Society Members picked
up some tips on land-
scaping public and
private property when
three members of the
Cambridge Community
Services Committee gave
illustrated talks to the
group last Monday night.

Recreation Coordinator
Michael Guierro in-
troduced Cambridge to
Midlanders with pictures
and commentary. Since
the Midland club is
participating in a garde
swap with the Cambridge
horticulturalists next
spring, information about
the city of 70,000 was
received with great in-
terest and not a little
envy. Cambridge has six
skating arenas, six
swimming pools, and 1200
acres of parkland which

includes a two-mile
jogging trail, plus outdoor
recreational training
facilities which are used
by the schools and by the
general public.

Parks Superintendent
Lynn Illingsworth talked
about gardens, ‘‘symbols
of fertility and
loveliness'’
Under his supervision,
76,000 plants are set out in
Cambridge parks an-
nually. After giving
pointers on what sort of
flowers are best suited to
particular conditions, he
showed coloured slides of
prize winning varieties
like the bright pink
Showgirl Geranium.

John Kingswood,
Superintendent of
Forestry, began his

presentation by assuring
everyone that a tree is
much like the human

“l expect thls
Husqgvarna 2000

to be around for
the graduating
class of 1999.”

“Our Husgvarna sewing machines work
so smoothly and are built so well that
sometimes [ think they'll last forever.

They're ideal f-::lr students =

so easy to use.’

Beverley Elaschuk,
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Oshawa, Ontario.
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body, and the bark is like
the skin., Continuing the
analogy, the forester is
the doctor, who diagnosis
and treats problems in
order to prolong the tree's
life. Kingswood passed on
a number of practical tips
for those with problems
with their trees.

He urged that dead
wood and stray branches
be cut out flush to the
trunk of the tree, and the
resulting scar painted
over so that the bark will
heal across the wound. If
the wound is not painted,
rot will enter the tree and
kill it.

Tent caterpillars? ‘‘Put
a plastic bag over them,
and cut off the limb. You
have to do this in the
evening. During the day
the nest is empty."

Pruning tips

He suggested that
natural results from
pruning can be achieved
by locating and cutting
back leaders, instead of
simply chopping off
anything that sticks out.
“If you want a perfectly
conical shape, you can get
it by dropping a string
from the top of the tree to
the ground in a pyramidal
shape. Confine your
pruning to this pattern.

The results of bad
pruning, or no pruning,
became evident to
everyone as he showed
shdes of t:,rpmal plantmgs

from homes in the
Cambridge area. "‘You
know,”" he said in con-
clusion “‘trees do not die
of old age. We kill them,
with pollution, tarmae,
underground cables, by
not feeding them
enough..."”

The Cambridge-Mid-
land garden swap begins
in May when Midland
horticulturalists travel
south to bed down their
plants in a spot chosen in
Cambridge. “‘Cambridge
already has an athletic
swap with a town in' the
United States.” said
Midland president Agnes
Milward. ‘“‘“The flower
garden swap is a new
idea, and is a great way
for us to kick off our 80th
birthday."

There are other big
dates coming up for the
Midland group. In March
12, there's a bus trip to a
mini-flower show at the
Civic Centre in Toronto.
On May 14, there will be a
plant sale at Hobson's
Sunnyside home.

The next meeting will
be held on March 28 at
Regent School. A
representative of the
Royal Botanical Gardens
in Hamilton will discuss
pruning and propagation.

A membership drive is
in full swing. Fees are $2
singly, and $3 for a
cuuple.

Y offers children’s
March break program

For four winters now
the program department
at the Midland Y.M.C.A.
have been offering your
children a fun and en-
joyable March Break
Program. Time, has once
again rolled itself along
and applications for the
full week of activities are
now being accepted.

The program for those
six to fifteen years begins
Monday, March 21st with
a visit to Toronto's Royal
Ontario Museum. There
the youngsters will tour a
number of galleries from
the Egyptian mummies to
yvesterdays dinosaurs.
The following morning
the boys and girls will
tour a country sugar
bush, with sampling of
course, of the great maple
candy. In the afternoon,
the program will continue
with a film entitled “‘Prin
a Zebra in the Kitchen", a
movie for all ages.

Other specials to be
included in the week’s
activities are: games and
relays, sleigh-rides,
loboganning, skating at
the Penetanguishene
Arena, movie “Flipper’s
New Advaneure''
another “Penny Car-
nival” and a swim with

our second annual Money
Dive.

For further information
contact Anne Bourgeois
at 526-7828.

Don’t forget our
Gigantic Book and
Record Sale to be held
Saturday, March 19th.

Do your housecleaning
now and donate your old
books, magazines and
records to a well deserved
organization.

Those not able to get
their items in, can simply
call and a driver will be
made available to pick
them up.

By popular demand
another pottery class will
begin Thursday, March
31st. This course will
consist of 10 weekly
sessions including slab,
pinch and coil methods
along with glazing in-
struction.

The day babysitting
program is now holding
Its own, so we have
decided to continue with
this worthwhile service.

The babysitting is of-
fered for both full day and
half day service from
10:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for
the ages of 1'2 yrs. ange
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