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Intrigue, romance adventure, mix to make McLachlan’s

‘The Seventh Hexagram’ compulsively readable

by Shirley Whittington

““1 don't like these
American detective
stories...] can never
follow what's hap-
pening,'" complains a
characler in lan

McLachlan's first novel,
The Seventh Hexagram.

At times the reader of
this very well writlten
novel of intrigue and
advenlure may feel
similarly baffled,
although he’ll keep
pressing forward. The
book's compulsively
readable

The first chapter, which
describes a grisly auto
accident sets the stage for
the forthcoming mystery
It's a grabber

The threads are
teasingly tangled. Not till
the final pages do we find
out why Joe Slewart
drove his car off the road,
was almost killed, and

why his battered body
was found naked.

Sel in Hong Kong
against the 1960

rebellions, a cast of un-
forgettable characters

to possess il."

Mai is not only
beautiful, she's a bright
Young entrepreneur, a
liberated capitalist. Yet,
when part of her personal
world collapses, she
retreats into her family,
““An aunt, cousins, closed
in around her, shutting
her off."

Donald Winnis an in-
telligence officer, on the
side of the exploiters, an
obese pgossip-gatherer
with strange 'sexual
proclivities,

Dr. Jordan King is a
legendary figure. Half
Chinese, half English, he
participated in the long
march, and loves to tell
legends of his days with
Mao. Yet, he's out of his
time, and his con-
siderable power, wealth
and intelligence
ultimately are of no avail
in the realization of his
dream - to see Hong Kong
liberated by the Com-
munists.

There are murders and
intrigues and passionate
relationships. all set

University.)

The book's title comes
from a quotation from I
Ching: The Book of
Changes. The army is the
Seventh Hexagram
“When danger threalens,
every peasanl becomes a
soldier; when the war
ends, he goes back to his
plow."

McLachlan is a
gifted writer. Even
Mordecai Richler agrees.

He calls the book ‘‘the
brilliant debut of an
enormously talented
artist.”

If events seem to move
quickly, bul cryptically,
that could very well be
characteristic of the Hong

King  political sub-
culture.
Herstory, a Canadian

Women's Calendar has
appeared from Hurtig
publishers. It’s about as
big as a slender paper-
back and would carry
well in a purse, or with its
coil binding, sit com-
fortably on the desk.

In addition to the
generously squared
calendar itself, Herstory

1s a mine of information
aboul Canadian women,
living and dead. Abbie
Holfman, Flora Mac-
donald, Margaret Atwood
and Judy LaMarsh are
profiled along with L.M.
Montgomery, and
Adelaide Hoodless, the
founder of the Women's
Institute. There are also
brief informative essays
on the Victorian Order of
Nurses, quilting bees, and
the CGIT

[t's the sort of book that
will be wuseful as a
reference long after the

calendar’s pages are
llled,
Herstory 77 1s not as

beligerently feminist as
ils earlier editions. and

the theme, women in
collective action. is
handled in a straight

forward way, with little
strident editorialising.
The final line in an
article about Mary
Wrinch reads ‘‘The
question is not why are
there no greal women
artists, but rather why is
there so little known
about

greal women ar-
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tisls?"”

Herstory - long may it
be published - is rapidly
lilling that gap. It's a
good concise record of the
contributions made by
Canadian women to
("anada and to the world.

The Seventh Hexagram
by lan McLachlan:
MacMillan pub. 277 p.p.
§9.95
d
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New eager Beavers

Herstory 1977. A
Canadian Women's
Calendar Hurtig pub; 121
p.p. $3.95

against the Hong Kong
backdrop with authority.
McLachlan lived and
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‘= WIN This DRYER

peoples the book
Joe is the straight man,
idealistic, eager for social

change, bul terribly worked in Hong Kong for o

Western, and at bottom ten years, and is ob- - - : Heubles & Appareils

lotally uncomprehending viously writing from a U 4 ® : - '
of the Chinese fact close  personal ob- S "| Some person will win this

HITACHI DRYER . Come in
and fill in a ballot. You
might be lucky.
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Quanta 100 custom quality solid state television

Qur finest chassis with 100% solid
state reliability

Replaceable plug-in chassis modules.

31,200 volts of picture power for extra
brightness, sharpness.

Brilliant Ultralume Black Matrix
picture tube

Single-touch, 4-function Automatic
Picture Control (APC).

Manual adjustment to suit your own
taste still possible

servalion. (He 1S now a
professor of comparitive
lilerature al Trent

“You don’t belong here,
Joe,”" says his Chinese
love, Mai, ‘“‘you just wantl
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You can be sure....if its Westinghouse
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The Norwood Il 20" Model 20TTC53

The new look in table models. Contemporary
styling in handsome walnut finish

Also available with 2-button remote control
(Model 20TTC53R)

Automatic Fine Tuning (AFT) takes the
fiddle out of tuning
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- VERESSAUCEPANL L B EXTRA HEAVY. DYTY, S
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: L ITCHEN.DELIGHT ¢ owtu b sovalone.
SIMMONS OSTERMOOR

s SLUMBER KING

Kroehler
Rockers
Recliners
Occasional

@ Westinghouse Dishwashers
. asalsnw $ 2 8995

model SU5S10 shown
here features

Five pushbutton controls;
Power Soak for heavily

Times change.
Today, you can select
your seed corn requirements
from any of 18 sources
and from more than 200 different varieties,
A few years ago, your choice
could be counted on

Anniversary

SPECIAL
SAVE *110”

| So wh;hsr::jnegrerrshgfa?-:;f..,;??sdéimple solled cookware; Double
| : : ' ~ash for regular loads;
Pride has been around for 25 years. Box SPRING Single wash for lightly

solled loads; Sanitizer

wash for extra-hot 145
degree water to sanitize
dishes; Rinse-hold. Power
soak is an extended
washing cycle (3 times
longer than normal wash
time) to clean off stubborn
food soil. Soft food disposer
means no pre-rinsing,
minimum scraping.
Improved 2-level washing;
fan-circulated Power Day.
3 detergent dispensers;
Clear Rinse wetting agent
dispenser. Tough, non-
staining porcelain-on-steel
tub, fully insulated. Dual
protection against water
overflow: automatic shut-
off when door is opened;
plus water level float valve
when door is closed.

Pride has an intensive research
and development program in Canada.

& MATTRESS

$ 2 2 95
Pair
Suggested Retail $340.00
You spend
one third of

your life in bed.

And Pride's Canada Certified No. 1 seed
is produced in Canada
and is available in
15 recommended and proven varieties
through 355 specially-selected dealers.
Pride is backed by a
full management and educational program
and comes from a reliable company
that markets all kinds of farm seeds.
Pride didn't get to the top
by doing what everyone else does.
Stay ahead of the pack — with Pride.

Deluxe dishwasher

Avallable in Avocado, Goldtone or White
Poppy, Antique Copper and Wood Trim kits available

das opuon

Portable now built in later

i89% |-
e $374°

Sale Price
A" FR E E Lay-away and Delivery
L Now is the time to lay-away that gift for
Grant Robinson R.R. 1, Midland, Ontario

Christmas. You can save on these sale prices |
40%
835-2331

and while the selection 1s at It's best.
! Herman Marion K.R. 3._ Penetang, Ontario Available in white only | OFF
’ 533-2797 | —— | $284.

Anniversary Sale Price

Anniversary Sale
Priced as low as

So sleep on a

comfy mattress!

Westinghouse

anniversary

Specials
30" Electric Range

Automatic Range

King Grain Limited
P.O. Box 1088
Chatham, Ontario, Canada
N7M 5L6

Paul Bertram  R.R. 1, Elmvale, Ontario
| 322-1659

Orton Brown R.R. 3, tlmvale, Ontario I

322-1297

Wiltred Peacock R.R. 3, Thornton, Untario

726-2679 b

- Economy 30
i ) Model KF230

Automatic timing centre for oven
and appliance outlet. Infinite range
heat controls from fast high to gentle
simmer for all elements. One-plece
oven liner with rounded corners and
"“bubble’” rack glides won’t trap
grime. Even temperature dual
element oven heating for ‘‘golden
touch’* baking results; lifetime
silicone oven seal. Oven window and
interior light; operating signalites.
Storage drawer; broiler pan in-
cluded: levelling legs. Plug out
surface elements and lift-up lower

Meubles & A ppareils

Furniture & Appliances

“The Home of Friendly Service”

13 Quest Robert St. West 549-2191

Mon. Tues. Sat. 9.00 to 5.30

Penetanguishene
Thurs. Fri. till 9.00 .
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