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1975-1976 Midland Town Council

Moreland Lynn, Reeve; Mrs. C. Dion, Deputy-Reeve: Sam J. Ancio, Councillor: Wilham

R. Orr, Councillor; Miles Blackhurst, Councillor: Fred Jeffery, Councillor. Seated: Wm.
A. Hack, Clerk-Treasurer; Harold Boyd, Mayor |

IS pleased to support the
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As Mayor of Midland, it has been my pleasure to be of service to the community during the périad of

development of the new Huronia District Hospital. The hospital will provide facilities for the quality

and scope of medical service that this area has needed. For many, the opening of the Huronia District
Hospital is the culmination of a decade long dream. That dream is now a beautiful, physical reality.

It Is a tribute to those who had the vision to bring the dream to a reality. As Mayor, | extend my personal
wishes, and those of Council, to the new hospital, and express the confidence that the staff will make this

new facility an asset to the area in which we will all be proud to share. Yours sincerely,
Mayor Harold Boyd.

Farewell to St. Andrew’s—saluteto H.D.H.

Honourable Sirs: My, thal are preseni

Looper: Guests of the !oday

Head Table and Friends! Back in 1903,

| deem this a particular M id 1l a nd

honour to have been Penetanguishene

even  Penelanguishene General Scotland.

and Marine Hospital. The A hospital inspector

when first baby born was one oullined the necessary
a nd wvear later -

Chris Foster changes and on Nov. 23,
a shill very active in this 1918 the [irsl palieni

asked o present Ihe toast combined population of area. Almost from the admitted wias  Mrs.

i farewell 1o the old - Si
\ndrew’s and salute the board wads

new Huronia Dislricl representalive of
Hospital. In order 1o do communities to plan the accommodale

Justice to such a tpast, it consiruction of a hospilal palienls.

15 necessary lor me to 'o serve them. There In 14910

approximately 1500, a beginning bed shortages McGill who under the
lormed oecurred and constant puidance of Dr. Johnston
bolh changes were made (o gave birth to a baby girl -

more called Andrena. The lirst
boy born was aboul one
'enetang nmhunth  later Andrew

lake a few moments in were (hriving industries. opened ils:own hospital Lavigne. The 1918 Flu

review ol the pasl (p Numerous
signily this oceasion epidemics ol
| was learful of getting !'cver: acule

carried awav with all the and a need for
evenls ol 1the pasl 70 condihions and equipment  beds and betler lacilities
surgery (m May 2. 1914 . Mr. Mrs. Clarkson and Mrs

years, ol winch over 40 lto  perform

have been an intregal beyond the use

part ol my lifle. so | kitchen lable.
tabulated all L he

highlights ol each suyc

accidents, and the Midland General was raging at the lime the
Typhoid and
ilinesses carried on  with the andonly the ‘elean cases'
aseplic constanl c¢ry for more were admitled (o S|

Marine Hospital hospital was ready [or use

\ndrew's.  ‘I'wo  nurses.

the .lames Playfair offered as Magee slaved al the old

a gl dbe  beauliful hospital and carried on

sunnyside Hill was the Manley Chew home on lill it closed its doors
area chosen, accessible 1o Bay Street o be used as a4 Xmas Eve 1918

Ceasive  vear and  laid  both-communities, and in hospiial wilh one Plans were laid 1m-

them all out in front of me Feb, 1905 a 12 bed
building

opened af a cost ol $6700
Midland S0 Andrews-By-The-Sca, verandah along the south

surprisingly  enough
revealed Lo me a series ol
repelilions and irends valled | he

b IHI'{‘_‘I,

A scenic view from the window
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J stipulation thal it be mediately to construct

was called St Andrew's in new wing - opened in 1922

memory of his birthplace, - now 42 beds., The

end was glassed in o
daccommuadate the in-
creased demand [or beds
during the summer. The
Nurses Residence was
presenled as:' a  pifl,
completely furnished by
Mrs. James Playfair
opened in 1925 The
dormitories on the third
Hoor ol the hospital were
then used as classrooms.
sSuperintendent’s  quar
lers and storage. ‘Fhe
continued  bed  shortage
and need for improved
facilities continued till in
1938 the Woest wing was
added wilth Obslelrical
and Nursery facililies on
the second floor: Privale
rooms on the main floor
and a4 new botler room in
the basement with a hand
fed stoker tmost ol the
hmer and one ol the
duties ol the mght stall ol
nurses was o fill the
stoker before morning
Our bed capacity was now
50

From 1912 on Miss
Emma  Baker was the
superintendent ol the
hospital - a position whiel
wias all encompassing in
every aspeclt ol hospilal
admumstration  including
the School of Nursing. 1
was only because of the
dedication of this frugal
woman that St Andrew 's
contimued o Tunclion
lhroughoul lhiose
depression vears coni
pletely  deficit  (ree. To
relale the slory ol this
remarkable woman
titled *“'The Florence
Nightingale of Midland’®,
would be much oo time
consuming for nol  only
ner constan! devolion and

We delight in sharing
with the Midland
Community the
excitement in opening
your new Hospital.

compassion in the care of
the sick but her teaching.
puidance,. moral
example, ingenuily and
ctnergy demanded and
gained the respect of all
who had the privilege of
workipg  with  her, She
resigned July 1, 1942 after
40 vears of contlinuous
service and in Feb, 1'45
S Andrew's expericncetd
is hirst linancial defieil.

The School ol Nursing
closed in 1946 - 115 nurses
i all had graduated from
SE Andrew's. Dedicated
nurses  like Mrs. Jean
Clanmahilly Rice:  Miss
Jean Haoll: Miss - L.
Thomas; Miss Ay
Fhilditeh: Mrs. Bundy
and Miss Mary Ingham as
Superintendents, all
contributed a portion ol
their Lives and tlalents 1o
the woperalion ol S,
Andrew s

The Medical Staff have
always been a vilal part
ol the hospital and given
ol theiwr time o teach the
nurses  all  Through the
Nursing School vears and
cven loday. Ta see lir

LAorley Harvie and  his

wile here fomght brings
back a tremendous thrusi
of nostalgia

The war years broughi
many changes and alter
the war medicine went
dahead n leaps  and
bounds: those miracle
trugs: more modern
equipment resulied n
conbimueus rise in cosls
spite ol the fact thal we
<tll made all our own
supplies and disposables
were unheard of. With the
close ol the school and
adopltion of 8 hr duty lor
nurses i 1%6. an acule
shortage ol nurses was
experiencedd - furthen
mereased COsls i
OPeralion ull in 1944
dedicated woman who
had served as volunieel
nursing aides became
criployees of the hospital
and many ol these women
served for many years as
a vital part of the staff.

Farly ambulalion ol
pahients was a hoon to the
nursing care load which
began n the late '40's
crank gateh frames were
dlso a podsend’ - in Tact
all the things-that we take
lor granted loday were
miracles to us in the past
The Ambulance Service
i AMidland was operated
by A. Barrie and Sons,
Funeral Directors Gl 1931
and during this hme you
never knew whether the
palienl was coming or

Best wishes

on your

opening
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going when you saw Lhe

ambulance,

Then the hospital pur-
chased ils own am-
bulance - a glorified fish
wagon - operaled by lhe
Gardener Del Parsons
and the Orderley Lackie
Calder who in 1937 were
reprimanded by  the
Board for driving too fas!
- probably all of 45 miles
in hour - | know because
| have been in thal am-
bulance with patients,

The lirst  dielitian
cmployed was Miss Tmlah
L4 ). Bed shortages and
financial resiraints
crealed unsurmountable
problems for the Board
and Admamstrative staff -
Gordon MeLlean who was
cngaged HE olfice
manager and Accountant
i 148 look over lhe
business  administralive
duties n 1953-54 1o
lighten  the  iremendous
load Trom Miss Ingham

*lans for expansion had
bween in the wind since
1944 and _were  finally
ade e 1951, The Town
agreed 1o sell debentures
lor  $250.000 which 1he
hospilal repaid i full by
167 - the people ol this
lown  aml  surrounding
area lormed a cilizen's
cotnmitlee whieh gave
full support and contrac!
was let o [/ Timms
tansiruclion and
Engineering,  Kilchener,
Sov, 19454 lor S64.414 N
wits an uphill struggle
with change orders and
cul backs 1o stay within
the budget, the results ol
which have been a source
of concern ever since.,

Men like the Jale Dr
Itoss Parroll, a mémber
of the Board since 1827
and Chairman from 1944
lo 1955, along with he
members of the Board
devoled untold hours ol
their time 1o this project.

The hospital opened
with over 50 heds Nov, 30,
1435. Mr. K.). Pinchin,
Chanrman ol the Board
anil N Andrew
Davidson, Administrator,
Miss Ingham, Dhrector ol
nursing. The Lab, was
established in 1953 and
led Cross Blood Tran-
sfusion service starled n
0. The Physiotherapy

Departmen! opened in
1955. The FPlayfair and
Fonnma Baker wings were
renovaled and opened
Oct. 1946 - now 105 beds.
I'he  Hospital  Insurance
Plan was in ils infancy
and Mr. Pinchin and My
Moss met with them Lo

Best

The

Huronia District
Hospital
From

Port McNicoll

(letermine what heip they
could give (o SL. Andrew’s
but by 1957 S1. Andrew' s
suffered a - financial
crisis. The Playfair Wing
was closed - staff laid off -
an appeal was made lo
the. remaining staff for
supporlt - the deficil was
SHO,000 and at leas! $40.000)
was required to keep the
doors of the hospital open.
'rivale tlonaltlions
Service  c¢lubs:  The
Medical  Staff:  and
Councils all rallied to the
need and by Jan. 20, 1958
a public meeting was held
in the Civie Audilorium
with 350 inleresied
cinzens presenl - an all
new  Board was Tormed
with My, Gordon Moss as
Chamwrman,

(n Hin, I, 14959
Hospitalization  became
cilective and il seemed
the  answer 1o Lhe
lmancial  nightmares
hospitals  were  ex-
pericncing - vow  they
must operale by siric
budget. The demand lor
beds increased under 1he
plan until in 1960 1he
average patien! days
wenl as Ingh as 100
wailing lisis anil
priorvilies "~ were
established and  once
igal im I h ¢
Admimisirative head-
aches were unreal

M. Alex Craip was
appointed Administrator
e 1957 amd Mrs. Jean
Sulton  appoinited
Ihrector of Nursing in
10 < 11 s rather ironie in
Lthal sinee her marriage (o
Wellington (Bud) Baker
just a week ago thal Miss
lsmma Baker opened St
Andrew’'s and NMrs, Jean
laker will more than
likely close 11, By 1967
CHSC were consulted re a
new addition

Arehitecls were
engaged (Sommerville:
MeMurrick and Oxley) -
plans 1o demolish the
origimal St. Andrew’s and
add to the new parl were
(rawn oap. However lhe
Ministry scrapped the
plians in consideration of &
Regional o Distrie!
Hospital and advised us 1o
seek land and prepare (o
butld a new hospital.
Land was purchased in
Ty Township - 24.25
acres inall and the cost ol
constructing the hospital
was estimated at 6 million
dollars.  Mr. (Craig

resigned and on May 1,
1971 Mr. E.T. Pritchard
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