Local potter prepares
for arts, crafts show

by Shirley Whittington

Marlene Pruesse 1s a
local potter whose hobby
absorbs her attention
even when she’s away on
vacation. During a recent
holiday in Englehart, up
in Northern Ontario, she
found some beautiful
clay.

““I wanted to bring
buckets of it home,'" she

says. "'But then I realized
how silly that was.
There’s lots of good clay
right here.”

Marlene's stoneware
pots are made from clay
from Western Canada,
but she uses local clay for
the glazes. With them, she
produces subtle shadings
of bronze, olive green and
golden browns.

“I can manipulate the
glazes," she says. ““And I
write down recipes that
are particularly suc-
cessful. I don’t think - no -
I really wouldn’'t give
away a favourite recipe
for a good glaze."” But she
adds with a smile, “I'd

dream equipped with a
wheel, kiln, and lots of
space in which to work.
Right now the cupboards
are full of mugs and tea
pots, cookie jars, bowls
and other useful articles
which are awaiting their
final glaze  before
Marlene takes them to the
Arts and Crafts Show at
St. Paul's Church, slated
for July.

She’ll need a lot of
stoneware to take to her
booth at the fair. At last
year' show, she sold out
completely before the
show was over.

She begins her work
with a sketch of what she
wants as the finished
product and then the
lump of clay is shaped
and gradually built on the
wheel.

Some of her work is
decorated with a wax
resist technigque. On
others the surface is
worked with a wooden
tool, or brush decorated.
The final glaze, of local

Marlene says that even
now, she has a 25 per cent
failure rate, although to
the untrained eye, the
pieces she calls
“'seconds’’ seem lo have
few faults.

Many of the seconds
find their way into the
Pruesse kitchen where it
is in daily use. Marlene
says the stoneware is not
fragile.

Marlene waited for
fifteen years before she
was able to indulge her
interest in potting. Five
years ago she took a
summer course, and then
studied part time for two
years at Georgian
College. Now she puts in
about six hours a day at
her craft. She sells her
work privately although
some of it goes to local
boutiques.

She will be one of the
local craftspeople
represented at Midland's
Arts and Crafts Show, but
if you want to see her
work, you'd better get
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Softball champs

The girls softball team from Sacred Heart has
managed to build a long list of achievements behind it
this year, the latest of which is the winning of the area
softball title for County Separate schools. From left to
right they are: Joanne Janssen. Bridget Dietz, Kim

Use the

Classifieds

(Gagnon, Lisa Bald

(Captain),
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Cathy Cadieux and

Angela Pause in the front, with Carolyn Goetz (Coach),

Teresa Fecteau,
Bazihiauskas,

Jayne Krhousky,

Lor1 Downey, Charlene

Barb Duval,
Lalonde

Viki
and

Michelle Grant standing in the rear
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- 1975 PLYMOUTH SPORT FURY 318 VB, Bucket seats, Rallye Wheels vinyl roof
POllce Cha nge report - low mileage - must sell.

In our police report of two weeks ago we noted
that charges were pending against the driver of a
vehicle which struck and knocked down a traffic
sign at William Street and Heritage Drive.

Police have now told us the driver was not
Gordon Bressette of Hannah Street in Midland
but instead, Patrick Duval of Victoria Harbour.

Duval is the owner of the vehicle but had told
the police he was not driving the vehicle at the
time of the accident.

Duval has been charged with failing to report
an accident,

1974 VALIANT DUSTER 6 %peed manual, vinyl roof, W W tires, clean,
low mileage - PRICED LL -

1973 PLYMOUTH ""340 DUSTER’’ Bucket seats, console,
tires, one owner - PRICED RIGHT .

raised white letter

1973 CHRYSLER NEWPORT CUSTOM, Vinyl interior, radial tires, im-
maculate, one owner car, must be seen to appreciate - DON'T MISS THIS ONE -

1973 PINTO RUNABOUT 4 speed, 2000 cc
mileage - PRICED LOW .

.« W/ W tires, radio., one owner. Low

Provmg a pdmt

Proving a point, two officials from the
Student Manpower in Midland went out
to the site of an employer who needed
help. The job was pulling spikes from

i S s ‘*”'%*Eﬂ* :

1973 DODGE V2 TON, 3 speed, excellent condition - MUST SELL -

railroad tracks, and the point made wa.
that women could do the work as well as
mernmn.

1973 GMC V2 TON Just arrived and priced to sell. NOW! !
Staff photo

1972 MUSTANG MACH |, One owner, low mileage, extra clean, - LOW PRICE .

b
1971 MAVERICK 2 DR., auto., P.5., P.B,,
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Many, many more to choose from.
These cars are fully reconditioned and guaranteed.
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Vinden St. MIDLAND 526-3707-08 |U
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