Agnes Vogt — sharing nature’s wonders through her craft

by Shirley Whittington
A buttercup, a broken
blue fragment of a robin’s
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egg, driftwood, sym- terned pebble - these are crafts.
meltrical fronds of a the raw materials of that
woodland fern, a pat- Agnes Vogt uses for her

Come in soon and check out all the savings during this special sale!
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and as soon as the snow
goes, Agnes begins
collecting her treasures.
At home, she carefully
presses and dries the
flowers using
newspapers, kleenex and
heavy books. The drift-
wood, if is has a
weathered, silvery sheen,
15 left as is. Sometimes,
she covers pieces with
flat black paint, the better
to back a brilliant spray
of scarlet wildflowers.
Using pointed tweezers,
Agnes arranges her
everlasting bouquets.
Some are made into tiny
flower arrangements
bedded in “pots’ made
from acorns, and based
on a pebble. In larger
bouquets she uses weed
stalks, dried blooms and
seed pods. These she
sprays with lacquer to
make them stronger, and
to make dusting less
hazardous. Containers for

the larger bouquets are
simple - perhaps a tin can
covered with string, a
discarded restaurant ice
cream container or a
hand made pottery mug.

Agnes likes natural
colours and textures, but
sometimes she adds a
spray of commercially
coloured material in

order to brighten an
arrangement.
Other flower

arrangements are air-
borne. A delicate mobile,
made of dried ‘“‘silver
dollars' and weed stalks
sways above her dining
room table.

Some sprays of weeds
and flowers are
preserved under clear
adhesive backed contact
paper and mounted on
hasty notes or in framed
pictures. The flowers also
show up on candles.

“I like to use found
materials.,"” says Agnes.
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“l use what other people
throw away, or ignore."

Dried flowers are just
one facet of Agnes Vogt's
creative spirit. She also
works in clay. Her
hanging pots are planted
with greenery from her
own flourishing indoor
garden.

She has imprinted slabs
of clay with pressed fern
and leaf leaves to make
wall plaques. Other clay
plagues have little
pockets built into them
which contain
arrangements of dried
flowers

Generally speaking,
Agnes likes to work with
natural materials but she
has made several large
cloth wall hangings
padded and stitched into
interesting textures.
Other have been made
from carpet scraps.

“These take a lot of
time,”” she says, “When
I'm working with carpet
every stitch must be
pulled through with
pliers. Because she likes
to keep her crafts af-
fordable, most of her
items are small, and sell
for little more than five
dollars.

Is there big money In
craft work? Agnes
smiles. ‘‘Crafts never
really do, not when you
consider the hours spent
in creating them. But the
satisfaction of making

something that pleases
the eye is beyond cost.”

A large wall hanging,
done in creamy white and
brown, sells for $50.

She began to sell her
work about ten years ago.
“When I was a little girl
in Germany,”” she says
“*we didn't have much
money so [ learned to use
what was around me."

Now her work is for sale
in Puslinch, Ontario, in
Barrie and Toronto, and
she’s exhibited and sold
at the Barrie Quilt and
rug fair. *'I have as much
work as I can handle,”

she says. “‘Really, it's
turned into a full time
job."

At the moment Agnes is
preparing to join the
other exhibitors at the
third annual Arts and

Crafts show at St. Paul's -

United Church in
Midland, Shows like this
are more than just a place
to sell her wares. ““While |
would never  copy
anybody else's work,"
she says, “'I find when 1
come home [ am always
inspired to try something
new."

For Agnes Vogt, crafts

are a way of life., Her
perpetually blooming
flowers make the way

more beautiful for her,
and for those who share
her delight at the small
wonders of nature.
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Highway 27 MIDLAND 526-9872

Rising costs are punching holes in everyone s
economy and savings have had a hard time keeping
pace. Now Sterling has the worry free means to
give you a real return on savings. The Sterling
Guaranteed Investment Certificate.

The interest rate current at the time you buy your
G.1.C. is the interest you get each and every year,
even if interest rates, generally, should fluctuate.
We guarantee it. And the Canadian Deposit
Insurance Corporation provides additional

protection.
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STERLING TRUST CORPORATION

Horoscope

ARIES(March 21-April 19): The benign in-
fluence of Venus should help to restore family
harmony this week — with some assistance from
you. Currently the way to your love's reluctant
heart is through the stomach. Read any good
cookbooks lately?

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): It’s a time for re-
tooling, bull baby. Re-do, re-design, re-decorate
— tear down and rebuild to produce a superior
product (possible yourself). Adding to the ex-
citement, a gadfly flits into your pasture — a
Gemini, who else! Good luck.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): It isn’t that you
really intend to Keep changing partners,
somehow it just happens. Right, Gem? This
week the twins are off and running. You feel torn
in two — or is it four? Some signs worry about
triangles, yours is more inclined to circles.
Currently it’s a merry-go-round.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Moonchildren
arise! Yours is the sign whose time has come!
This week you cast off your shackles and are
free, free, FREE' The creative juices are really
flowing. You break with the past, allow leaners
to fall where they may and advance to GO.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Pack up your
troubles in your old kit bag and walk away
smiling. A separate vacation is definitely in
order. Currently you're your own best friend.
You and your shadow had best get away from it
all soon.

VIRGO (August 23 - September 22): The
pedestal was your idea, not hers / his. Forgive.
Forget. Try a fresh appreach. Happiness from
the past, plus exciting new dimensions could be
yours through a renewed friendship.

LIBRA (Septamber 23 - October 22): The
bratty kid in you emerges this week. You should
curb all that “‘Look at me! Look at me!"’ stuff —
but probably won't. ‘A decision made now will
have a strong effect — mostly bad. You even-
tempered Libras rarely rattle cages, so enjoy the
furor. Next week it's back to sunnyside up.

SCORPIO (October 23 November 21):
Someone from out of the past could become an
important — and romantic — part of the present.
You're riding the crest of a wave and can easily
afford to let bygones be bygones. The advantage
is clearly yours,

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 - December 21) :
What good is happiness if it won’t buy money?
You wonder about that one this week as the urge
for far away places proves overwhelming. Beg,
borrow and go. You'll be no good to anyone till
you've had your fling.

CAPRICORN (December 22 - January 19):
Love is a big deal for you — so why not treat it
with the same care you lavish on your home or
office? Long-lasting problems can be solved now
with a little TLC from you. If love ties have
grown frayed, this is the week to mend them. !

AQUARIUS (January 20 - February 18): You, ;
the arch kook of the Zodiac, thought you had the
corner on originality. This week someone
yvounger opens up a whole new world of
possibilities. Upcoming: A holistic approach to
health problems.

PISCES (February 19 - March 20): Star light,
star bright, lots of wishes come true tonight and
every night this week as a broader range of
contacts and concepts enter your consciousness.
Romance and creativity are pleasantly affected.

Your Guaranteed Investment Certificate is an
investment for a fixed term and while your money 15
on deposit you can collect interest semi-annually,
or just let it ride and get the highest effective
annual yield by compounding to maturity. If you
should require funds for an unforeseen emergency,
you can borrow just the amount you need, against
your certificate, at preferred interest rates, without

disturbing the high yield of your G.I.C. ,

It's the most secure fixed return you can get for
your money. Something special from Sterling.

cURRENT 5 YEAR G.I.C. RATE": 10V2 %
“Rates subject to change without notice.
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