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s bustration of the o ouun
should be for the of the le of this
country, and wot for fhe specidl reward of
those who support the Governthent. 1 shall
sy Lo the hon. gentldman thal the affairs
ol the country shonrdd{not be ﬂimu:luhrld
solely with reference fo the cagp following
which support him ib office;| I am con.
Vinced that if, when the solid and discon.
{ tented phalanx came gp from Nova Scot
the Government had garded the I'I'-IOI:l
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ernment. 1 recite thbse acts simply to
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to show the frivolous
had administered the
try, without regard to the spirit o
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(- | what do we see? The Governument is stil]

blind as regads the work of conciliation -
still blind as regards the work of consolidat.
ing this Dominion. They have disturbed the
currency of Nova Scotia; they have dis.
turbed the election law of New Brunswick -
they have disturbed fundamental principles
established in this country. Briush states-
men would wait before they changed the
currency 1o dollars and cents, because they
would feel 1hat something was due, even
to the prejudices of the masses of our
people. What wére, Government doing
now with the assstance of their cani)»
followers. By the course théy were pur-
suing, they were going against the public
sentiment’ of New Brunswick and Nova
Seotia, and irritating and aggravating the
people. The Hon: Minister of Malitia s
still the great element of strengih dnd
still holds wogether the
of his eamp-followers, gives them cohasion,
and has them in u solid body o vote to.
getber for him on all ocessions, In thuis
way the public opinjon of the COUnLry as
represented in this louse, was murdered
by the course of bon. gentlemen oppositaf
some time ago. ‘But there is now on,
thing upon which the people would unite,
and that is that it is dangerous to put too
much fuith in the political consistency o
any public man. 1 believe the public
Opimion of the country is being aroused
agminst the Governument, and | don't believe
that the attitude of thus House is 1o be
consi A8 an exponent of the seuti.
ments of the country towands the present
administration, Hon. gentlemen have
not ouly failed in their administration of
these FProvigees which were to be alisd to.
Bether ; they bave not only failed in deal.
ing with the question of the Confederation
of the Provinces, but they havé done WOrse.
They kave broken faith with the Provinces
who had a right o expect better things
at their hands. Unae of the practical bhene
fits to be derived from Confederation
was expansion of trade and commerco.
The Government would undertake
lo open up markets in foreign coun
tries; hﬂmﬁinwmmanl did go 8o far as to
send  out to Brazil and the Britsh and
Spanish West Indies a commissiqm which
Was Lo pave the way, for the cultivation of
commercial relitions betwoen us and thosa
two countries. | am sure that any man
who has read the able report of those
Commissioners would have had the hope in.
spired in his bosom that & large trade
might be opened with those countries ;
with Bragil—a country larger than the
United States, and whose people had oo.
casion to consume our produce, and send
abroad exports such as we desire. But
when the Commissioners - came back, and
represented the facilities with which this
trade could be opened, and the advantages
that would result, the Government, by the
very lirst taritl’ they adopted, slammed
the door in the fuce of all such arrange
ments, and the consoquence was that the
’:n:ltiu.hh results which might have fol.
owed trade between Canwda and Braml
as reported by the Commissioners, Have
never been realized, and the good of the
country has been entirely lost sight of; and
this Government Las done nothing else in
the meantime but bulince itself on a pole.
(Cheers and laughtor.) Now, N, this
State of things is » sufficient excuse for an
inde pendent member representing a sutfer.
ing constituency, to speak out snd to
charge the Adm nistration whom all sus-
pose to be charged with the duty of re.
gulating the trade and commerce of this
country, —in which our people live and
move, and have their being,—but who have
uui'.-rir faled in benefitting the country,
who seem to have no policy, but appear
like a bear sucking hor paws. #s a re.
prezentative of one of the consttuencics
of Lower Canada suffering from this state
of things, many of whose jeople have
been expatristed as a consequence of that
policy of the camp, it has become my duty
to excile a discussion upon this subject—
however, painful it may be to me to have
to diffor with some hon. gentlemen—io
excite public opinion, so that we should
have a rational ‘and uniform commercial
iy, (Hear hear.) There was oncea
great warrior whose name has been hand.
ed down to posterity for some peculiar
qualifications, and one was that he tiddled
while his Imperial City was on fire; and
ly my hon. friend the Minister of
ilitia, who indulges in levity while this
important question is being discussed, will
become celebrated only in a similar man-
nor. (Laughter. )
Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—I am wait
for the question.

on. Mr. HUNTINGTON—The hon.
gentleman may find that both Nove Bootia
and New Brunswick as well, are inter
ested in this question, and that it is pot
merely & personsl one. Last year only
nineteen members of this House voted

inst reciprocity, such was the disposi-
mm, ithe Gunmd.qluu
us important negotistions were commen -
cing, which they trusted would result in
very benefit, to the country, and
this House, Ministerial as well as Opposi-
tion, placed confidence in these state.
ments of the Government. | notified
my hon. friend the Minister of Mili.
tis the other day that | should eall the
attention of the House to the very
inconvenicnce resulting not only to our.
selves but 1o the interests of the
country from the reticence whick the Gor-
ml:h inm"m 10 negotia-
tions with the United States res .
renewil of reciprocity, and 1 asked 5—
if it would not be r
detriment to the public
sorvioe—io intimate the nature of these
negotistions ; and | ssked the hon, gentle
man i, in the preliminary negolations
between this Govermment and the Govern.
ment 8t Washington, there was not a pro.
position that the mnufactures of both
countries should be admitted duty free. |
venture 1o suggesi to the houn. gentleman
that we should know the reason -hi‘hu
woukl not give me an answer, .
ntleman shakes his boad, but why does
g: not answer th- 1uhtiu|| 4

Houn Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—I do not

wish to say anything upon this great ques.
tion till [ have received full information
from the spesch of the bhon. and learned
When ] am in n better condi-
tion, I intend to addréss m};-ul.!' to this
greal question, when my tune or doing so
shall I;inu arrived.
Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—=Do I under.
stand the Government to refuse to answer
this question, Mr. Speaker ? It is very im-
portant to n arguinent,

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—1 will an-
swer no guestion “of that kind scross the
House.

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—<Then I may
tell the hon. gentlemen something more
1 know something sbout this of
whichi | am talkng ;
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If the hon. gentlemen pPreserve gilence
| and refuse to answer, | have, as 1 said be.
fore, information from such a BOUNCOe a8 10
have no doubt of its correctness, that it
was the intention of the Government to .
clude the manufactures of the United
Ntates in the preliminary agreement for
reciprocal trade, and as I could noy get
that information from the Grovernment, |
have becn compelled to present it to the
House, | may sfate at once, without
troubling the House with my own private
affairs, that | have a retty large interest
in that question, that I haye a pretiy large
mierest In one of the industries
of this country, and it Sus a
matter of great importance to me to know
whether the Government Proposed to ad.
mit Enited States goods or not, duty free,
| and in endeavouring to obtain an L'n:-.q.:ht
nto this matter, | was placed in posses.
s10n of these facts regarding the Jirelinn
uary convention which had been made be
tween the two contracting parties, (hear,
| hear.) There were iwo parties m the
'.1'II'III'IET nt ".".'.,t.!”"}:;nn _'I-'I.'hn W I-..-r.;,”“.
ally favourable—the Hon Finance Minis

il ter can carrect me if | am wrong—ito thoe

| ilea of reciprocal trade with this country,
but they were not prepared to take the
risk of making themselves responsible for
any pwhmimr}' aEreement untidl thisy had
an opportunity of knfm:ng what would e
the tone and temper of Uongress upon
that subject, therefore the Hon, Mr. Hose's
noté on his mission to Washington
only arranged this preliminary agree
ment, and though it wis ncceptable
o some members of the American
Cabinet, it was well known that President
(irant in his messago was not disposed to
entertain the proposition. New, | main
tain that the Government have made no
rmlu-r effort in the direction of ohitaming
leciprocity with the United States, Let
me, in this connection, menton o Ittle
fact, which I suppose need mot he ro.
garded ns a secret.  In 1864 when the Ha-
ciprocity Treaty was about to expire, the
Macdonald-Dorion Government, which was
then in power, inserted a clause in the
Governor's speech at the opening of the
last session under their rile, indicating
the adoption of a liberal cansl policy. This
clause attracted the attention of western
members of Congreds, and when they saw
that we intended to enlarge our canal E¥S
tem they put forth every effort 1o securs
the continuation of the Reciprocity Treaty
%0 that they might have the use of our
canals. The direct result was that though
we dul not get the Reciprocity Treaty re
newed, we got the required not ce for the
abrogation of the troaty postpondcd for one
year. | call the attention of the House to
this important fact. Iviwas solely be anso
wo initisted & liboral canal policy, wh el
would irrespective of rec procity, gre.tly
benefit ths whaole equntry by securing t
us the through trade of the great W.st
that we obtained a year's del W in giving
the necessary notice fur the eXpiration ol
the treaty. (hear hear) Well the ad
ministration of my honourable friends, 1he
members for Comwall and Hochelaga, was
defeated, and their canal policy was not
carried out. It was lost sight of in the
discussion of the great constitutional ues
tions that were mtrodussl st th tim-,
and since that time nothing has been dono
in that direction, and & general M pPression
now scems o prevaill among the American
H: that we have nothing to give them,
‘e have our canals, our Hsheries, and the
free navigation of the Si. Lawremco: and
had the statesmen who rule the country
made & proper use of their ndvantages,
they might have socured for this country
reciprocal fres trade with the United
States. At any rate, | have shown that by
our initwtion of a liberul canal policy the
nhms:um of the old rni;wnlj Lrealy
was delayed for ome year. Now, the hon.
gentlemen on the Treasury Benches oome
down and tell us to . .
andd the I-d-id about it the bettor, and
that it would be a greas: o let ihe
Yankees know we llltﬁﬂhzt with them
when they are not disposed 10 treat with
us. The desire of some members i this
House and of some people in the eountry
now seems to be to adopt o retalia Wi
licy towards the Americans. We hud it
parnded in the newspapers that a large
deputation of tUemen from this House
waited on the Finance Minister the othor
day and urged upon him a policy of reta
lation, or at ail events & * National Fo-
' The lion. Fmance Minister very
properly declared that be was not
10 reveal his tariff in advance, but that
the course which the Government had al-
ready smnounced with reference to the
Fisheries might be regarded as an mdica.
ton of the course he would be disposed
t0 pursue n this matter. Now, if this
country was satisfied that there were no

the plausibility of the doctrine, which would -
naturally be sealed up in wuch a case, that
m-bui:ld—l with the Yankeed, ss they
deal with wus. 1 thi perhags, » Free
the Awerioans

apply 10 those who beliove in
general protection. [ bold that the Gov.
ernment have made out Bo case o show
that they have exhausted all proper means
to socure Heciprocity, and | believe that in
this matter, as in others, they have mwle
very Little progress. Still, candour compels
me Lo adnut thet the gquestion was invest
ed with great ditliculties ;, and it wu with
the view of removing to some extent these
difficultios that I proposs these rosolu.
tions, with the ooncurrence of a few
friends. I had the hope thst they might
excite a discession in this House, and Lead
us Lo see whether we might not make an-
other effort 1o secure the benefits of free
trade with our neighbours before we adopt
a policy of retalistion. This was s great
(uestion, and one which ought not 10 |
considered from u party poiat of view
Hear, hear, from Sir G. E. Cartier.] My
- Inend says * hear, hewr.” | repoat,
it isnot & question that ought 1o be con.
sidered from a party point of view. Naow,
ns regards this policy of retalistion, | have
been struck with a paragraph on the sub-
Ject in Mr. Ward's report 10 Congress from
the Commities on Commerce, which ap-
peans Lo me w oontain & good deal of gool
sense —* LCommercisl retalistion,” e ¢
says, s justibed by the highest suthor:
“ Ligs and ts, but only when it
‘“is the best course Lowards the desired
“end, It s pot always the shortest or
“ nafest road W our obyects. Asin s war
“ of 80 also i & war uf le
i the i of reasan’ is diminished.
“ Passion and judi hrlﬁlﬂl,li::
“often, in pursuit of & tem a
* doubtful | “mht
“ing and incursble evils. It may tumn
“ friends into s, sl strengthen our
“ nis. hm:hmll_;mn-
‘““of life, and in reference to coffliots of
“any kind,so also on this cocasion, some ef.
“ fort at stion should be made before
‘“ recourse is had to hostilities. A friendly
* fecling assists iation, and in this case
“ more than hall permancut value of
“ victory is in the sentiment of concord,
“if for no other reason than thst moral
“ forces have great material power. Be.
‘' sides, there is a difference of opinion
“ mwmong ourselves as to the of re.
“ talistion ; but from one ond of our fron.
“ tier to the other, there is practically no
“ difforence of opinion as to the objeck to
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